uﬁ/ Alexandria Music Co. € The Virginia Florist # UnWined Gourmet Wine & Cigars € Spokes Etc. # BB&T # Subway ~%U
Belle View Beauty Salon # Roy Rogers £ Belle View Barber # Radio Shack # Belle View Texaco  Dental Associates
Belle View Jewelers # Primo’s Restaurant # Richard Carroll # Eagle & Empire # Buck’s Shoe Repair # Parcel Plus € Curves
Northern Virginia Doctors of Optometry € Titan Movers # Nails America # Dishes of India € Magic Wok € Dunkin Donuts
Hallmark € Friendly Travel # Karate Masters # Healthway Natural Foods # The Italian Deli # Pro Feed  Just Dance

SAFEWAY, CVS,; 40 SPECIALTY SHOPS AND JUST BELOW OLD TOWN BETWEEN THE
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING! GW PARKWAY AND FORT HUNT ROAD

Belle View Shopping Center @ Belle View Boulevard



You can count on
Parcel Plus

to get your holiday .
* gifts delivered on time.  JRiEg iR

FedEx. DHL or UFS only FedEx, DHL or UFS only I

With coupon. Not valid with other offers. Limit one With coupon. Not valid with other offers. |
coupon per customer per visit. No cash value. YDU DO The Limit one coupon per customer per visit.
Expires 12/31/11. No cash value. Expires 12/31/11.

—— e — Shopping — —

. Need help packing?
1602 Belle View Blvd. & o ok et

Parcel Plus partners with the best e v

space, you'll love

Fax 703'758'241 0 visiting our place.

to get your holiday gifts delivered! EFEEE gt N s

Sat 9-4 e Sun 12-4 Your Pack and Ship Solution
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ith sincere appreciation of the clients and customers who

wisely and graciously choose to do your holiday shopping at

Belle View, we are delighted to offer a holiday story. Unfortu-
nately, the only stories the author knows have to do with the history
of the neighborhoods in which he grew up, so this is the story of the
origins of Belle View, Belle Haven, and New Alexandria, all of which

can be traced in the surprisingly rare map that appears below.

Dated 1890 and signed in the original engraved plate by its surveyor,
U.S. Army Engineer Peter Hains, for whom Hains Point would not
much later be named, the long map that you see here was originally
four feet in length and folded into a fat little book. The book offered
a proposal for the first “National Road from Washington, D.C., to
Mount Vernon.”

The proposal suggested three potential routes (with several inter-
connections) for a scenic parkway extending from Georgetown’s
canal-carrying Aqueduct Bridge, now replaced by Key Bridge, due
south to Mount Vernon. Shown in red, the proposed roadways
included an East Route that closely followed the Potomac River, a
Middle Route that crossed the highlands above Shuter’s Hill (site
of today’s George Washington Masonic Temple), and a West Route
that roughly paralleled today’s Quaker Lane. Topographic lines in
20-foot intervals clearly reflect the lay of the land. Perhaps most
striking from a modern point of view is the fact that much of the

From the Virginia end of the bridge, the streetcar line entered Alex-
andria along the median of Commonwealth Avenue, turned east on
King Street, then south again on South Royal Street, and crossed the
wide mouth of Great Hunting Creek on a 1,500-foot-long wooden
trestle roughly where today’s George Washington Parkway covers
the same distance, although mostly on filled land. The streetcar line
continued along the Potomac as far south as Collingwood Road,
where it turned southwest to make a beeline for Mount Vernon.
The great circle at Mount Vernon’s North Gate today was originally
circumnavigated by streetcars beginning the return trip to Alexan-

dria and Washington.

The length of the streetcar line required a power station near its
halfway point, and that station was located where Belle Haven Road
and Potomac Avenue intersect today, an area still bare on this map.
The presence of electricity gave rise to new proposals for an industrial
suburb south of Hunting Creek, to be known as New Alexandria. For
reasons unknown, the industry never materialized, but New Alexan-
dria became one of the nation’s first “streetcar suburbs.”

The streetcars ran from 1892 to the mid-1920s, when the call for a
scenic parkway to Mount Vernon was revived. The first of its kind in
the nation, the parkway was completed in time for the 1932 bicen-
tennial celebration of George Washington’s birth, more or less along
the streetcar-line’s route.
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countryside below the city of Alexandria was cleared of trees for

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

dairy-farm pasturage, affording long views of the Potomac River
from the heights to the west—views now obscured in and by our
verdant suburban neighborhoods.

The irony behind the map lies in the fact that the road that it pro-
posed would never be built, at least not as proposed here, and not

for another 40 years. Instead, the decision was reached to build an
electric-streetcar line--one of the nation’s first--along a roughly similar
route, but one departing from Pennsylvania Avenue and 12th Street,
N.W. In Washington and crossing the Potomac on what was still

called the Long Bridge at 14th Street, N.W.

With the arrival of motorcar-commuting, suburban living became
even more attractive and the hills above New Alexandria were shortly
developed as Belle Haven, still one of Washington’s loveliest residen-
tial neighborhoods. Belle Haven’s developers knew shopping would
be essential and spent the next 15 years persuading the National Park
Service to allow the construction of an exit at Belle View Boulevard
explicitly for the Shops at Belle View, completed in 1953. The rest, as
they say, is holiday- shopping history!

Copies of the original map shown here are available ar The Virginia
Flovist in Belle View.
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Holly, mistletoe and poinsettia plants are poisonous to dogs and cats. Make
sure they are kept in places your pet cannot reach.

Watch out for electrical cords. Pets often try to chew them and get badly

shocked or electrocuted. Place them out of reach.

Avoid glass ornaments, which break easily and may cut a pets feet or mouth.
Secure your tree. A climbing cat or a dog’s wagging tail can create a dangerous i
=t : £ it £ Pro Feed Of Belle View
situation and a big mess. >
1628 A Belle View Blvd
Alexandria, VA 22307
703-660-8404

« Tinsel can be dangerous. If swallowed, it can block the intestines. Keep burning
candles on high tables or mantels, out of the way of your dog's wagging tail.
www.profeedpet.com

Now Serving

ﬂ = Q - <1k ¢ Luncheon Buffet
INDIA | g Everyday
Innovative Indian Cuisine : S "
- ——ar L Dinner Hours:
Alexandria
1510-A Belle View Blvd. A 50 Sunday - Thursday: 4:30pm - 9:30pm
» Todh ' I ~ Friday & Saturday: 4:30pm - 10:00pm

(703) 660-6085
Belle View Shopping Center

Happy Holidays!
Dishes of India is offering
Gift Certificates

$55.00 value for $50.00
$110.00 value for $100.00

For a limited time only

www.dishesofindia.com 'E
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Make Music This Holiday Season

I“St";lﬁtiﬂn Qf 10% Off
Repairs -‘ ¥> Instruments Sales

of this ad.
sales cs\g{:@)’ %\# wy Expires 12/31/11

703-660-6025 Hours: .
www.alexandriamusic.com R %%(/7% @

1502 Belle View Blvd., Alexandria VA Sun 12-5 MUSIC COMPANY
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Get Your Local News Here

Free Digital Subscriptions

Alexandria

Gazette Packet Mot Pernon Gasette

senions  WWW.CONNectionnewspapers.com
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j : Have You Ordered Your Holiday Party Platters?
/;' e ji‘ afz art Homemade NYC Ravioli and Other Poys fas Noyw Available!

Fully stocked with all of your sweet and
savory ltalian holiday favorites: panettones,

Baci chocolates, cannolis, gelato, homemade
pasta and sauces, cold cuts, assorted cheeses
and other antipasto delicacies, and more.

el

at ﬁeffé ‘erw

HOLIDAY HOURS Belle View Shopping Center

Mon. — Fri. 10 am - 8 pm 1522 Belle View Blvd.
Alexandria, VA 22307

Sat. 10 am - 5:30 pm
Sun. 12 pm - 4 pm (703) 765-7575

mmw Innerich & Healthway Brand

N AT U B A L Supplements

At Healthway Natural Foods it's our goal
to provide the local community with the 200/0 OFF EV@I'Yday
highest quality natural products availa-
ble. We offer A friendly knowledgeable - 10-20% OFF National Brand Vitamins
sales staff, and great value. Allwithout | yheat-Free, Gluten Free Foods

Bi
‘ compromising quality or integrity.
% v B quality Sy . Bulk Foods

$3 OO Off . Organic Foods & Frozen Entrees

: . Homeopathic Remedies

i A purchase of $15.00 or more , .
£ 1610 Belle view Blvd.  Alexandria, VA P - Highly Knowledgeable and Friendly Staff

gWiththis coupon. Limit one per person Offer Expires 1/28/12 E . BOOkS and MUCh, MUCh MOl‘eI

Sign up in store to receive Like us on
exclusive coupons by e-mail Fac EbOOk

MM‘WJM .
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