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Vinita Rhodes with children;
Sonny, 7, Sabina, 4, (standin
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meet their husband and fath
Lt. Col. Lewis Rhodes, of Rest@
at the gate on Feb. 13. Rhode
returning home from a 7-mo
deployment to Afghanistan.
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Do Not Miss Itl e The Bigyest Home Remodeling Sale
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FLOOR, KITCHEN & BATH
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Vinita and Lewis Rhodes
with their children,
Sabina (on left), Sonny,
and Shyla at their home
in reston. Cub Scout Pack &
913 ordered the blue
banner that adorned the
family lawn when Lewis
returned home. Other
neighbors and friends
also made lawn signs,
welcoming Lewis home.
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Reston Marine Comes Home

Community support
eases burden of local
marine family.

By AMIEE FREEMAN
THE CONNECTION

he Rhodes family of Reston received the
best Valentine’s gift. Lt. Col. Lewis Rhodes
returned home safely from seven months’
deployment in Afghanistan on Monday,
Feb. 13. Vinita Rhodes said that the support she re-
ceived from her friends and neighbors and the
strength she gained from her children helped her and
her family get through her husband’s deployment.

Lewis Rhodes is a Marine Corps
Reservist in the 4% Civil Affairs
Group based at Anacostia Naval
Base in Washington, D.C. His unit
deployed to Forward Operating
Base Delaram in Helmand Prov-
ince in August. As is the case with
Marines, Rhodes had the choice of
a one-year deployment with two
weeks of home leave or a deploy-
ment of seven months. Wanting to
complete his deployment quickly
and return to his family without
the disruption of home leave,
Rhodes chose the 7-month deploy-
ment. As a result, when his fam-
ily, Vinita and their three children,
Sonny, 7, Sabina, 4 and Shyla, 2
1/2, said good-bye to him Aug. 1,
they knew they would not see him
until February.

This was Lewis’ fifth deploy-
ment, but his first with children.
Prior to joining the Reserves,
Rhodes, a 1994 U.S. Naval Academy graduate, spent
seven years in active duty. He left active duty in Sep-
tember 2001. While working toward his law degree
at Georgetown Law, he was deployed to Iraq in 2003
with the 1%t Marine Division.

Prior to this deployment, Lewis explained to his
children what he was doing.

“Sonny was old enough to understand. I told him
I was going to help people and to make our country
safe. Sabina just knew I was going. Shyla was barely
talking when I left,” said Lewis.

Despite this talk, the children had difficulties with
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Lewis Rhodes with two of
his three children, Sonny
and Shyla.

their father’s absence. They had trouble sleeping at
night and had night terrors. As Lewis left in August,
the children still had a month of summer vacation,
then the start of school and all the ensuing holidays
and events that occur between August and February.
Vinita suddenly became a single mom to three busy,
but somewhat anxious children. In addition, the day
his unit left Ft. Bragg for Afghanistan, Vinita found
out that she was pregnant.

“Being pregnant was the hardest thing,” said Vinita.
“Three kids I can handle; pregnancy was a challenge.
I'm an educational psychologist, I thought I knew
how kids would react to this, but his being gone was
very hard for them. Not sleeping well at night and
night terrors, but they are very resilient. Sonny was
remarkable. During the first trimester, he really
stepped up and helped out around the house and
with his sisters. It’'s amazing to see them handle it. I
gained all my strength from my
children. We actually thrived. We
can do this. We also had a lot of
support.”

Lewis said that having to deploy
as areservist is harder than deploy-
ing as an active duty service mem-
ber.

“No one will take care of a Ma-
rine family like another Marine
family. The closest family from my
unit lives in Pennsylvania. It is
much harder for a reservist to leave
his or her family, not knowing if
anyone is going to help take care
of them,” said Lewis. “That being
said, our neighbors and friends re-
ally came through for us and
helped Vinita and the kids so
much.”

Neighbors and friends from
school and church came forward
to set up play dates, shuttle the
children to their various after
school activities, to provide meals and to babysit.
Janice Spillan, a mother to a friend of Sonny, offered
to drive Sonny to Cub Scouts.

“I knew Cub Scouts was something Vinita prob-
ably would not be able to do. With Cub Scouts, you
can’t go back and get a badge that you missed. There
would be a hole there, and it would be a reminder of
the time his dad was gone. I wanted to lessen the
blow of his dad being gone and also in our way thank
his dad for his service. It was what I could do to

SEe HOMECOMING, PAGE 7

From left, Ron Beavers and Paul McCray tell the story
of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad at the
Reston Community Center Lake Anne Thursday, Feb. 23.

Telling Tales of the Rail

Historic Trusts hosts program on

railroad history:.

By ALEx McVEIGH
THE CONNECTION

he Reston Historic
Trust presented the
story of the Alexan-

dria Loudoun and Hampshire
Railroad, which later became
the Washington and Old Do-
minion Railroad at the Reston
Community Center Lake Anne
Thursday, Feb. 23. Local histo-
rians Ron Beavers and Paul
McCray told the story of the
line, which began in Alexandria
in 1847.

The story of the railroad be-
gan in 1846, when 31 acres of
what was then Washington,
D.C. was the subject of retro-
cession and returned to Vir-
ginia. The Virginia General As-
sembly approved the retroces-
sion in February 1846, and con-
gress approved it in July.

Virginia formally accepted
the retrocession on March 3,
1847, and 17 days later, the
General Assembly approved the
charter of the Alexandria and
Harper’s Ferry Railroad Com-
pany.

“Had Alexandria City stayed
as part of the District of Colum-
bia, to get a rail line going in
Alexandria would have re-
quired Virginia, the District of
Columbia and the Federal Gov-
ernment all to concur, which
wasn’t likely to happen,” Bea-
vers said. “Once it went back to
Virginia, they were able to put
that rail line in.”

IN MARCH 1853, the railroad
re-chartered as the Alexandria
Loudoun and Hampshire Rail-
road, running from Alexandria
to Leesburg to Hampshire
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County, located in western Vir-
ginia.

By 1859, three engines were
delivered, and by 1860 there
was service to Vienna and
Farmwell (now known as
Ashburn). But in May 1861 Vir-
ginia voted to secede from the
Union and the day after the
vote, the Federal Army occu-
pied Alexandria and confis-
cated an engine and eight miles
of track.

As the Confederate Army fled
the area, they destroyed the line
west of Vienna and most of the
railcars.

Beavers presented copies of
correspondence from Confeder-
ate Gen. Robert E. Lee from
May 1861, when he ordered
one of his generals to destroy
all bridges of the railroad “as
far down towards Alexandria as
possible.”

Lee’s concern was evident by
another letter written the next
month, when he expressed his
hope to one of his colonels that
the rail had been destroyed.

McCray took over to tell the
story of the railroad after the
Civil War.

“The railroad was main-
stream in Northern Virginia for
a long time, many of the com-
munities that grew up around
the railroad are ones that are
still around,” he said. “Dunn
Loring, Vienna, Ashburn, Ster-
ling, that’s where people
wanted to be because they
could ride the railroad to work,
they could get their farm prod-
ucts to the market quicker.”

He talked about how Fairfax
and Loudoun Counties became

SEE HisToRy, PAGE 13



THE COUNTY LINE

Former Virginia Gov. Tim
Kaine, who is campaigning
for the U.S. Senate seat
vacated by Democrat Jim
Webb, visited Multivision in
Fairfax on Thursday, Feb. 23.
He spoke with students and
staff, and said he was moti-
vated to visit the workforce
development company after
meeting founder and presi-
dent Srikanth Ramachandran
(right) last fall.
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Kaine Touts ‘Talent Economy’

i W

In bid for U.S. Senate seat,
Kaine holds economic
roundtables.

By VicToRIA Ross
THE CONNECTION

uring a campaign stop at a Fairfax

workforce development company on

Thursday, former Virginia Gov. Tim

Kaine (D) emphasized the need to fos-
ter a “talent economy” that will reboot America’s
drive to the top of the economic ladder.

Kaine spoke to about 50 staff and students at
Multivision, Inc., an information technology (IT)
consulting company, about giving American work-
ers opportunities to acquire 21st century technical
skills to keep pace with the evolving demands of glo-
bal employers.

“I really believe - big-picture, national-policy now
- that America will be stronger if we win the talent
war, and we will have problems if we lose the talent
war, to put it bluntly,” Kaine said.

THE VISIT was one of several economic roundtables
Kaine has been holding across the state in his bid to
fill the seat vacated by Democratic U.S. Sen. Jim
Webb. Kaine is being challenged by former Republi-
can Governor George Allen.

Kaine said his focus on “talent issues,” means three
things: ensuring that education systems are world
class from pre-K to higher-education; providing op-
portunities for retraining and workforce develop-
ment; and an immigration system that allows the
best and brightest to come to America to create jobs
and contribute to the economy.

“For many years our country was number one in
the world in percentage of our adult population get-
ting some kind of degree after high school, but to-
day we're 16th and we’re slipping,” he said.

Kaine told the group that Multivision caught his
attention last fall when he met founder and presi-
dent Srikanth Ramachandran, who came to America
14 years ago from India to pursue the “American
Dream.” Kaine said he was impressed that, since
2009, Multivision has provided training and job
coaching that resulted in jobs for more than 45 un-
employed Americans.

“What you'’re doing here at Multivision is a won-
derful bridge for people who have the talent and
desire, but not always the sufficient skills to be suc-
cessful,” Kaine said, adding that bridging the gap
requires a scaled-up partnership between business,
government and educational institutions.

Now a U.S. citizen, Ramachandran said he started

Former Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine, who is
campaigning for the U.S. Senate seat
vacated by Democrat Jim Webb, visited
Multivision, Inc. in Fairfax on Thursday,
Feb. 23. He spoke with student Charles
Snow about the need to build a “talent
economy.”

the Fairfax-based Multivision in 2002; by 2007, the
company employed 200 people and netted $32 mil-
lion a year. But when the economy started to sputter
in late 2008, Multivision struggled to find veteran
talent in the rapidly evolving IT industry.

“We were astounded to find out how many unem-
ployed did not have skills in the latest technologies.
There was a huge gap between their skills and the
required skills,” Ramachandran said. “There was
clearly a need to retrain workers in the latest tech-
nologies.”

The company tackles unemployment by providing
free, full-time IT programming to unemployed and
underemployed during an intense 8-week, 40-hour
program that Ramachandran described as “much like
a boot camp.”

“We provide training across different age-groups
and ethnicity. About 40 percent of our students are
above 50...The success of our training model depends
on constant retraining,” he said.

Ramachandran said it was “a pleasant surprise to
talk to politician who is totally in touch with reality.
I was impressed by his humility, intellect and clear
understanding of the unemployed.”

Kaine said one of the most common stories he hears
in his travels across the Commonwealth is from un-
employed workers who have a degree but not the
advanced technology skills to find a job.

KAINE DESCRIBED a recent visit to a Kraft Foods
plant in Winchester, where he talked to a manager
who said he had five jobs available but could not
find someone with the right skills to hire.

“There are a lot of companies that have manufac-
turing jobs and want to hire. I hear from people who
say they know how to work the machines, but com

SEe KAINE, PAGE 11
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Michael Artson, chief planner with the County’s Neig|

borhood and Community Services (NCS) Department,
shows his appreciation for the record amount of dona-
tions when the bus was parked at the McLean Giant.

The Bus Was Stuffed

Local food pantries receive
record donations from 2nd
annual Stuff the Bus campaign.

By VicToORIA ROss
THE CONNECTION

airfax County’s second

annual Stuff the Bus

campaign roared to the
finish line last week, collecting
more than 25,604 pounds of
food and $3,483 — a 26 percent
increase in food, and a 236 per-
cent increase in cash over 2011
totals.

FOOD TOTALS FOR
STUFF THE BUS CAMPAIGN

JANUARY 16

Mount Vernon Plaza Shoppers Food
Warehouse

7660 Richmond Highway, Alexandria

1,320 pounds of food was collected
and donated to United
Community Ministries.

JANUARY 21

Vienna Giant

359 Maple Avenue East, Vienna

1,198 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Committee for
Helping Others.

Village Center at Dulles Shoppers
Food Warehouse

2425 Centreville Road, Herndon

1,907 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Reston Interfaith.

JANUARY 28

Fox Mill Giant

2551 John Milton Drive, Herndon

1,746 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Helping Hungry
Kids.

Lorton Giant

8941 Ox Road, Lorton

2,158 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Lorton
Community Action Center.

FEBRUARY 4

All donations went directly to
local nonprofit organizations
that help feed needy families
and individuals in the Fairfax-
Falls Church Community.

“The residents of Fairfax and
our partners, like MV Transpor-
tation and Frank & Co., have
really come out in support of
the food pantries this year,” said
Michael Artson, chief planner

SEE DONATIONS, PAGE |l

McLean Giant

1454 Chain Bridge Road, McLean

6,221 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Share, Inc.

Clifton Giant

5740 Union Mill Road, Clifton

3,487 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Western Fairfax
Christian Ministries.

FEBRUARY 11

Fair City Mall Shoppers Food
Warehouse

9622 Main Street, Fairfax

2,708 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Food for Others.

Kingstowne Giant

5870 Kingstowne Blvd., Alexandria

1,574 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Koinonia
Foundation.

FEBRUARY 18

Fair City Mall Shoppers Food
Warehouse

9622 Main Street, Fairfax

2,009 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Our Daily Bread.

Seven Corners Center Shoppers Food
Warehouse

6360 Seven Corners Center, Falls
Church

1,274 pounds of food was collected
and donated to Falls Church
Community Service Council.
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COMMENTARY

A Budget Divide

By KENNETH R. “KEN" PLUM
STATE DELEGATE (D-306)

ork on a budget for the FY 2013-2014

biennium occupied most of the Gen-

eral Assembly’s time this past week.

Two budgets — one to complete FY
2012 and another for the FY 2013-2014 biennium —
were proposed by the Governor and were introduced
on his behalf in both houses of the legislature. The
bill for FY 2012 is essentially a reconciliation of ac-
tual and projected revenues with a cash revenue ex-
ceeding projections by over $600 million. This
amount will be carried forward to the next biennium.
As I have stated before, it is a mistake to call the
amount “surplus” as many drastic cuts had been
made to programs to ensure that the budget was bal-
anced without a deficit.

Since the beginning of the session, members of the
House Appropriations and Senate Finance Commit-
tees have been going over the Governor’s proposals
independently of each other. Last week both com-
mittees reported their revisions to the Governor’s
budget based on policy differences with the Gover-
nor and their own assumptions on all aspects of
spending. The Governor’s budget proposal effectively
goes away as the revisions adopted by the two com-
mittees are before the legislature.

While both committees start at the same point with
the governor’s proposal, their versions are very dif-
ferent. As soon as both houses adopt their versions
and reject the other house’s budget, a conference

The Spring
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committee of about 10-12
legislators is appointed to
come up with a budget ac-
ceptable to both houses of
the legislature and the Gov-
ernor, who must sign it.

The budgets of the two
houses differ markedly in the
amounts provided for educa-
i tion and safety net funding
and the way transportation is
to be funded. Clearly there is
not enough money to go
around to meet all the needs that have been identi-
fied. Some members’ votes on the final conference
committee report reflect the view that monies have
been dispersed among needs about as effectively as
can be within the revenue limitations we have. Oth-
ers including myself may vote against the budget be-
cause it leaves too many needs unmet.

Action on the budget in the Senate took place just
before I filed this column. An expected 20-20 tie re-
sulted with the Lieutenant Governor not authorized
constitutionally to cast a tie-breaking vote. Negotia-
tions to approve the budget may well include some
compromise on the reorganization and power-shar-
ing in the body. That process could extend past the
planned date for adjournment of the session.

The details of the conference committee will not
be known until the issues in the Senate are resolved,
but it is clear that the adopted budget will leave many
programs underfunded and many needs unmet.
Some of the unmet needs will be felt by everyone as
there will be little relief for traffic congestion and
the safety net for our most vulnerable citizens will
have some really big holes in it.

Silver &ObjectsD'Art
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WWW.JMKSHOWS.COM

Stair-Free, Care-Free Living

~ Housekeeping twice monthly
~ All utilities with the exception of telephone
~ Condo Qualified Apartments

from just $1,221 per month

Live in a master-planned community
only 1 mile from hospital, shopping,
dining & more!

For as little as $1,221 per month
including PITI and HOA Fees*

For more information, call 540-710-9450
or visit www.hazelhomesva.com
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~Two Chef prepared meals served daily
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OPINION
State Shirks Transportation Responsibility

By SHARON BuLova

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

AND JEFF McKAY

LEE DISTRICT SUPERVISOR AND TRANSPORTA-
TION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

aybe we should rename our

County The Bank of Last Re-

sort. At our Board of Supervi-

sors retreat in early February,
board members and staff discussed the tools
available to local government to narrow the
chasm between growing needs and shrinking
resources. As the state and federal govern-
ments continue to slash programs and funds
to localities, the needs in areas like human ser-
vices, education, public safety, and transpor-
tation continue to grow.

Fairfax County is at ground zero in all these
areas. We're home to a growing population of
seniors in need of basic services; our top notch
schools are growing fast; and our first respond-
ers keep our community safe despite being
asked to do more with less.

COMMENTARY

The current debate over transportation re-
sponsibilities is instructive. The Commonwealth
of Virginia has primary transportation respon-
sibilities that go back to the years of the Great
Depression when the state took on all public
road maintenance and construction for all coun-
ties except for Arlington and Henrico. In re-
cent years, we've seen the fraying of this tradi-
tional responsibility and core function of state
government as the state’s failure to act has left
many of our most well-traveled roads in de-
plorable condition. Saying, “Can’t afford it any-
more, it’s your problem” seems to be the Gen-
eral Assembly’s solution. That’s not reasonable
and it’s certainly not responsible governance.

The current proposals in the General Assem-
bly are either devolution-lite or the camel’s
nose under the tent. Either way, they amount
to an abdication of the state’s moral and legal
responsibility to maintain our roads. Any ef-
fort by the state that does not result in a long-
term dedicated revenue stream is a decision

to sidestep our transportation challenges.
Fairfax County should not be forced to choose
between its citizens’ important needs simply
because the state government is looking to take
the easy way out. And keep in mind — as
Fairfax County’s fortunes go, so goes the Com-
monwealth. Our economic vitality supports
and funds the rest of the state. A crumbling
transportation infrastructure here will ulti-
mately show up on the wrong side of the led-
ger downstate.

As elected leaders, we have the responsibil-
ity to listen and respond to the needs of our
constituents. Time after time we hear that
transportation is one of our residents’ top con-
cerns and key to our economic fortunes. Fairfax
County has a creative and solutions-oriented
local government. We believe that our trans-
portation problems can be solved. Identifying
a dedicated transportation revenue stream is
the first and most important step in finding
that solution and we ask that the Governor and
the General Assembly meet their responsibil-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Wolf’s Crusade
Article

To the Editor:

Alex McVeigh’s article on Rep.
Wolf’s book “Prisoner of Con-
science” [“Wolf’s Crusade,” Connec-
tion, February 15-21, 2012] is very
much worth acknowledging as his
constituents and other constituents
of neighboring districts are not well
informed about Rep. Wolf’s commit-
ment to this issue of global human
rights. I have lived here in North-
ern Virginia for 30 years and that is
how long Rep. Wolf has been in
Congress representing the 10th dis-
trict. It is also parallel to my 30 years
of citizen activism and being a re-
sponsible citizen. Through the years
I have lived in Arlington, Oakton
and Reston. Rep. Wolf has been my
congressman for many of those
years. Due to boundary changes etc,
I am not in the 10th District now.
Our citizen advocacy organization
has worked closely with Rep. Wolf
over these 30 years. We recall his
life changing visit to Ethiopia and
how we were very proud of him. He
has supported programs of UNICEF
and Child Survival funding that re-
ally make a difference.

In 1984, in the “State of the
World’s Children Report” pub-
lished annually by UNICEE, the
number of child deaths (prevent-
able) was 40,000 daily. In these
past 30 years the number currently
according to UNICEF is down to
24,000 daily. That is still a scan-
dalous number but also shows
progress in fighting human rights
violations of hunger and disease
that is preventable. Rep. Wolf says
in your article that back in the "80s
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there was more bipartisan support
for human rights in Congress than
he sees now. Isn’t that shameful
that “partisan politics” negates the
commitment we all have to such
fundamental rights.

Len Chorazy
RESULTS Coordinator, Virginia
Reston

Equal Human
Rights for All

To the Editor:

The most recent edition of The
Connection [Feb 15-21, 2012], in-
cluded an article about Rep. Frank
Wolf’s humanitarian crusade, and
highlighted a book he has written
about his experiences. Rep. Wolf’s
work is exemplary, and worthy of
our praise. However, it behooves
me to point out a glaring void in
Mr. Wolf’s work: as strong an ad-
vocate for human rights as Mr.
Wolf has been, he has been an
equally staunch opponent of equal
human rights for gays and lesbi-
ans here in this country.

The Connection article ends
with a quote from Rep. Wolf:

“The Declaration of Indepen-
dence says all men are created
equal, and have a right to life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness,”
he said. “I think when we advo-
cate and speak out, it really can
make a tremendous difference to
people all over the world, as we
would want someone to do if we
were in the same situation.”

I'would say to Rep. Wolf, we ARE
in the same situation. A large
group of Americans, who are ex-
pected to pay taxes and adhere to
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the laws of this land, are consis-
tently being denied the most ba-
sic privileges and protections of
those laws. The Declaration of In-
dependence says “all” men, not
just those that you prefer. I urge
Rep Wolf to consider his own
words, and follow the course that
he himself advocates for other
countries. Be a true humanitarian,
Rep. Wolf, not a selective one.

Sarah O’Neil
Great Falls

The Contraceptive
Controversy

To the Editor:

The federal rule requiring that
large employers cover contracep-
tive services prompted an outcry.
Arguing in the name of religious
liberty, religious leaders argued
that the requirement violates their
First Amendment rights. This ar-
gument is misguided for a num-
ber of reasons. Contraceptives play
an important role in women’s
health and religious liberty does
not extend that far.

Religious liberty does not allow
religious groups the freedom not
to follow rules or laws that have
compelling benefits to society. For
example, religious liberty did not
exempt religious groups from laws
that ban the practice of polygamy
(Reynolds v. US, 1878) and did not
allow Native Americans who used
peyote in religious ceremonies to
be exempt from employment rules
against drug use (Employment Di-
vision of Oregon v. Smith, 1990).

Conservatives argue that reli-
gious groups that object to contra-

ity and identify that stream.

ceptives should not be required to
pay for it. This argument is also
misguided. We are all required to
pay taxes and in turn inadvertently
support policies we don’t agree
with. Co-pays act as a deterrent for
the insured — especially the low
income. Inability to pay for con-
traceptives could result in a range
of detrimental health conse-
quences and choices that are more
objectionable than contraceptives.

The Obama administration com-
promised when the first version of
the rule caused controversy. The
new version requires that insurers
not charge more for plans that cover
contraceptives, to avoid requiring
direct payment by a religious insti-
tution of coverage they find objec-
tionable. While this was welcomed
by the insurance industry, it was
called an “accounting gimmick” by
those who continue to rally against
required contraceptive coverage.
Religious leaders are still free to
preach against contraceptive use.
Since insurers and doctors are pro-
viding the service, not religious lead-
ers, there is no interference with
religious liberty. Religious women
are also free to refuse the service for
any reason. However, since large
employers employ women from a
range of faiths contraceptives
should be a covered benefit.

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act pro-
hibits sex discrimination. Since con-
traceptives are exclusive to women
it is inarguable that this is a women’s
issue. To prevent these medicines
from being as readily available as
any man’s medicine violates our
nation’s anti discrimination laws.

Rebecca Small
Herndon
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NEWS Four-Bedroom Herndon Home in Quiet Area |

Great Location ¢ 704 Morningside Court

it-level, 1,670 sq ft home. UL W|th kltchen I|vmg and dining rooms, two large

¢ ; F95 bedrooms, and full
bathroom. LL with two
bedrooms and full

Homecoming

FroM PAGE 3

Pansm 97¢} |
Reg. $1.89

"50% Off

Crepe Myrtle & Select Shade Trees

& office, and utility room
& with W/D and access
one-car garage. Close
to shopping, World-
gate, Toll Road.
$2,500 FX7754748

IR Virgil A. Frlzzell PH.D., MBA
Serving Northern Vlrgmla
703-585-1821
1700 Bracknell Dr., Reston, VA 20194
virgil.frizzell@longandfoster.com
ServingNorthernVirginia.com

thank Lewis and help Vinita, and
it was an honor and pleasure,” said
Spillan.

“Vinita is so hilarious,” said
Alison Malzhan, another friend’s
mother. “All we did was have
Sonny over a few times and bring
her some meals. It wasn’t very
much. It was her family that was
helping ours. It was her husband

Japanese'M-apIes 30.0.ff.
~ Over 100 Varieties ~

' L 9023 Arlington Blvd.,
g ) . .
< _ Fairfax, Virginia
Al CTQV@INS 2 miles west of 1-495 on Rt. 50.
3 \hT] smemy 1 mile from 1-66 (Vienna Metro)
% Je> 703-573-5025
‘1 ‘1 Vn] www.cravensnursery.com
Open 7 days a week

B
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who was gone for seven months
in Afghanistan, keeping our coun-
try safe. It should be us thanking
them.”

Vinita also received support
from Shyla’s preschool teacher,
Ginger O’'Rourke, who is a military
wife herself.

“I shared many at-home deploy-
ment strategies with Vinita, like
making paper chains to count-
down the days, books about Daddy
with pictures of fun things they’ve
done together, calendars, Daddy
pillows made from t-shirts,” said
O’Rourke. “Luckily for Vinita, there
are now things like Skype and
email, not to mention more oppor-
tunities to call. When my husband
was deployed, those things
weren’t around. I do know that
having a husband deployed in the
Washington, D.C. area is excep-
tionally challenging when it comes
to support or having people
around who know what you are
going through. The area is so
large, and you don’t have the sup-
port of a post or base. Your neigh-
bor isn’t military, your friends
aren’t military. It’s very hard. I
think Vinita has reached out in
such a positive way and found the
support she needed exceptionally
well,” O’Rourke said.

SINCE RETURNING HOME,
Lewis is trying to return to his rou-
tines while at the same time share
some of his experiences by visit-
ing his children’s schools. He vis-
ited Sabina’s preschool and moved
his picture from Afghanistan back
to Virginia. He visited Sonny’s
class at Fox Mill and talked about
his experiences.

Lewis said this deployment is
not something he would want to
do again, but is proud of the trans-
formation he has seen in his chil-
dren and the help they received
from the community.

“The kids’ transformation has
been tremendous, and the support
we received from the community
was exceptional. There’s nothing
like a deployment to know who
your friends are,” said Lewis.

“I am truly humbled by the sup-
port we received from our commu-
nity. I can’t thank them enough,”
said Vinita.

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Dress Boutique
wb Wa/j/pmg,l‘andpaemmﬂ/pr5[>’a¢tf¢g¢w

W/uf customers come 100’s of miles to Mﬂﬂ’&
SERVICE - SELECTION - SERVICE

Over 1000 Formal Gowns & Evening Separates

The styling can range in size from 4 to 24 - Missy * PLUS e Petite
No one is too difficult to fit — Three outstanding seamstresses

Be the Hit of the Party!

You will always make a dramatic entrance with a
stunning Gown from our fabulous selection of formals.
Over 1,000 looks to choose from: Long & Short Gowns

and Evening separates. Petite-Missy-Plus sizes.

Mother of the Bride/Groom * Brides Again
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs ¢ Entertainers ¢ Grandmothers

Special Sale

Two of our Hottest Styles of over
300 Gowns in stock and ready to ship

Daymor-With a Shawl

This gown can be modified to suit your needs
Many colors & sizes

Ursula

Great value, many colors
Missy & Petite-Long & Short

MISOOK KNIT SEPARATES

Daytime - Evening

2 O % Missy & PLUS Sizes

6707 Old Dominion Dr. | $
|
i offer. One coupon per household

McLean, VA 22101
L Coupon Expires March 17, 2012 CONN 2/29/ 12_I

703-356-6333

Unsula

Missy Style 13801 Sizes 6-18
Petite-Style 23801 Sizes 4-16

Regularly $295.60—
SALE $265.00

Daymor
Missy Style 2003 Sizes 4-26
Petite-Style 702003 Sizes 2-16
with Shawl
Regularly $6806:60
SALE $612.00

Any purchase |
of $100.00 or |
more of non sale |
merchandise I

|

|

|

Not Valid with any other

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am to 5:30pm

Directions: NORTH on the Beltway take Exit 46B onto Rt. 123N.-McLean. Go 3 miles- Turn right onto
Old Dominion Dr. (Rt. 309). Go 1/2 mile thru two traffic lights. We are on the right next to Shell Gas.
SOUTH from Md.- Cross over the Amer. Legion Bridge.- Take the VERY first right Exit 43-44 to VA 193 toward Langley -
Go 1/2 mile and turn right onto Balls Hill Rd. Go .9 mile - Turn left onto Old Dominion Drive - Go thru 3 traffic lights -

We are on the right next to Shell Gas. We are less than 5 minutes from the Bridge.
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Get,Ready for Spring!

Now in stock—
Pansies - Primroses
Helleborus - Witchhazel
Potted Spring Bulbs
Cool Season Vegetables
Vegetable & Flower Seeds
Bird Feeding Products
Organic Gardening Supplies

And So Much More

\ ;

e [y

Plus fresh Trees, Shrubs and
Dormant Plantable Roses are now arriving!

FREE SEMINARS - SAT., MARCH 3 AT 10 AM
Merrifield: Prune Like A Pro - Fair Oaks: New Perennials

Gainesville: Garden Design
Stap by our stores or our website for the full schedule

Merrifield’s Custom Landscaping Services
Call 703-560-6222 to schedule a consultation

Mierrifield

GARDENJCENTER
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8 am - Dark - Sun. 9 am - 6 pm
merrifieldgardencenter.com

Merrifield - 703-560-6222
8132 Lee Hwy., Memifield, VA
Fair Oaks - 703-968-9600
12101 Lee Hwy., Fairfax,VA
Gainesville - 703-368-1919
6895 Wellington Rd., Gainesville, VA

Pediatric & General

Dentistry

Schedule your ;-
child’s dental =/,
appointment

now for the

Bi-Monthly
Drawing for
No-Cavity-Club
Winner

Spring Break _.

LASER procedure for fillings.

Many pediatric patients can he
treated without novocaine!

*Bleaching *Special Needs Patients
*Nitrous Oxide *Cosmetic Restorations
*Wi-Fi Available IV Sedation Available

NEWS

History Through Advertisements

Jay Paull runs website featuring
thousands of vintage ads.

By ALEx McVEIGH
THE CONNECTION

ay Paull’s love of adver-
tisements is practically
genetic. His great-grand-
father was an early pub-
lisher in West Virginia, and his
daughter (Paull’s grandmother)
started to collect those early pub-
lications. They’ve been passed
down from generation to genera-
tion, with each one adding more
advertisements to the collection.

As a child, Paull, who lives in
Reston, would collect ads, even
writing companies to ask them for
prints. Now 42, Paull has a collec-
tion of almost 10,000 ads from
around the mid 1800s to 1923 that
he’s decided to share with the
world.

Last September he launched a
website featuring scanned adver-
tisements, and he already has more
than 2,900 on the site.

“I've always loved the collection,
but I never really did anything with
them,” he said. “I thought about a
website because most sites with
these types of ads are trying to sell
them, and they’re not large collec-
tions and once they’re sold, they’re
gone. I wanted my site to be more
of a representation of how people
lived through advertising back
then.”

Paull designed the site and hired
a programmer, says the ads on his
site are just for people to look at,
he’s not interested in selling, just
sharing his collection.

“I've gotten attention from all
around the world, whether a Span-
ish daily newspaper of bloggers in
the Netherlands, it’s just fascinat-

ing to think of people all over the
world who are interested in old
American print ads,” he said.

Paull’s collection is divided into
36 different categories, such as
communication, food, home prod-
ucts, tableware and more. He says
one of the more interesting catego-
ries is the carriage and automobile
one.

“In the mid-1800s you saw a lot
of carriage ads, but by 1910 the au-
tomobile was coming into its own,
and that’s reflected in the ads,” he
said. “You can see the evolution of
the product, from it’s early begin-
nings to claims made about a cer-
tain automobile’s superior power
or structure.”

ONE AD FROM 1900 features
the Automobile Company of
America’s Gasmobile, “the finest
gasoline touring carriage in
America,” available then for
$1,600.

Another trend Paull noticed was
in the clothing ads.

“In the mid to late 1800s, the ads
were for tailors, or for places to get
clothes tailor-made,” he said. “But
around 1910-1915, the ads started
coming out for ready to wear, pre-
made clothing, and it’s fascinating
to watch the definite progression.”

An 1834 ad for Arnett Tailoring
speaks to the company’s “arrange-
ment to receive the latest fashions
from the Eastern cities.”

Paull says he also enjoys many
of the medicinal advertisements,
which are clearly outdated in their
claims.

“There are ads that make a lot
of outlandish claims, which I think
probably led to more regulation of

the industry,” he said. “There is one
for a pipe company that describes
how the pipe itself siphons off the
nicotine from the tobacco before
it reaches the smoker. I don’t think
that would even make it out of the
room today. There’s also a lot of
remedies, like beef juice, which the
ad claims will cure almost any ail-
ment under the sun.”

While many products in Paull’s
collection don’t exist any more,
equally interesting are the ones
that still permeate our advertising
culture. Kellogg’s, Coca Cola,
American Express Traveler’s
Cheques and Quaker Oats are all
present in his collection.

Many of Paull’s advertisements,
especially the early ones, are hand
drawn by famous artists such as Jo-
seph Leyendecker and Edward
Penfield. Leyendecker painted
more than 400 magazine covers
between 1896 and 1950, including
322 for the Saturday Evening Post.
Penfield is considered the father of
the American poster and a major
figure in the history of graphic de-
sign.

Paull says the process of scanning
in several ads at a time over many
months has taught him many nu-
ances of advertisements.

“A lot of the older ads would in-
clude the name and logo of the ad
agency right in the advertisement,
which would not happen today,” he
said. “It’'s almost like these agen-
cies were creating a brand of their
own.”

WITH ALMOST 3,000 ADS on
his site, Paull says he has plenty
more in his collection to go over
the coming years. Since the site
isn’t his full-time job, he scans a
few ads at a time when he has time,
often researching the company or
product.

“T'd like to keep expanding as

TWO POOR TEACHERS

.\‘enms q ;‘9

_ Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
‘**‘1* We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

M

. gists or by mail.

I\
long as I possibly can, and at the
rate 'm going, I have years worth
of ads,” he said. “I'm hesitant to
take any other ads than what I have
in my collection, because I have
mine in hard copy and can verify
when and where it came from, I
think anything else would just di-
lute the quality of the site.”

Paull’s library can be found at
www.jaypaull.com and on
Facebook and Twitter.

day’s sightseeing.

world’s navies.

C. ll. STRONG & €O, -

See the

Nearest City to
Exposition Grounds.

RIGHT in sight of the
exposition grounds with

P splendid view of the great
naval diﬁp|ays and nightly illuminations.

A delightful resting place after the

Newpm’t News is direcl!y across the famous, historical
Hamplon Roads from the E.xposition,anc] is uickly reached
by steamers, which give one in crossing a fine, refreshing
little trip in and out among the mighty battleships of the
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Resorts

And Summer Homes in
High Altitudes on

CHESAPEAKE &

Jamestown  OHIO RAILWAY

Exposition FAMED FOR ITS SCENERY
from Virginia Hot Springs,

Newport News,Va.  (jreenbrier White Sulphur Springs,

Warm Springs, Healing Springs,
Rockbridge Alum Springs,

0l1d Sweet Springs, Sweet Chalybeate
Springs,Natural Bridge, Red Sulphur
Springs, Salt Sulphur Springs, l'he
Allegheny Health and Rest Resort,
Cold Sulphur Springs, Bath Alum
Springs, Mount Elliott Springs,
Nimrod Hall, Millboro, etc.

ORDER RESTON LIONS MULCH!

Select Double-Shredded Hardwood Delivered in
Reston, Herndon, Oak Hill

Free delivery in 3-cu. ft bags, Sat., March 24, 2012

10-44 bags @ $4.70 / bag. Pallets of 45 bags @ $202.50. Min. order 10 bags.
Support hearing & eye exams, glasses & hearing aids, diabetes prevention!
Mail checks with name, address, phone, email and delivery instructions,

payable to Reston Lions Charities, Inc., for receipt by Friday, March 9, 2012
to Reston Lions Club, SPB, 1511 Farsta Ct., Reston, VA 20190-4911

Visit www.restonlions.org, call 703-318-0768 or 703-439-7046 for mulch sale info
and order form or 703-507-8679 for info on Reston Lions Club membership.

State of
Cha-Ching.

Kyle Knight Ins Agey Inc
Kyle Knight, Agent
11736 Bowman Green Drive
Across from Reston Town Center
Reston, VA 20190
Bus: 703-435-2300
Fax: 703-435-0630

Get discounts up to 40%".

Saving money is important. That's why you can
count on me to get you all the discounts you deserve
GET TO A BETTER STATE". CALL ME TODAY.

(&) StateFarm

*Discounts vary by state

1101216 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Experience the hospitality that made Ireland famous.

o
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!

The Best Irish Breakfast in Town!

Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS
Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Enjoy our generous servings of eggs,
Irish bacon, black & white pudding, Irish
beans & home fries.

To get the very most out of your trip—to combine the Stop—over pri\?ileg'e at White Sull)h'l_ll’
delights of the great Exposition with the pleasure, com- g rings and at COVIHgtOD Va for Virginla
fort, health and reasonable rates of one of the most i_F 2 o

attractive resorts on the Atlantic seaboard — you must ot Spnpgs- "
stop in Newport News. Excursion Tickets, Pamphlets and Summer

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

) les of seater front. Finest harbor in the world. Eighteen regular Homes Folders at ticket offices of Chesapeake Sat:11am - 2:30pm “* Sun: 10am - 2:30pm
Sterling, VA Standard & Premium i R AR e mALs & Ohiy Railway and principal agencies of
2 . Before making plans send a card asking for specific information to CODDECt‘ln llnes lhl‘OughOUt the Unlted States
70 3 - 444 - 3 7 1 O g Bath speCIGIS! Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Newport News, Va. and Canaga' Every Weekend 9:30pm-1:30am 2
- SI' ti i L H. W. FULLER ¢ Thursday, 3/1/12: Oren Polak NATIONS
www.sterlingvirginiasmiles.com : : BT & arfing a Washineton. D. C. « Friday, 3/2/12: Willem Dicke P —
Ty Free Estimates W o 0 ke aon $4,950 This ad from the Jamestown Exposition in General Passenger Agent, Washington, * Saturday, 3/3/12: Brook Yoder here at O’Sullivan’s!
G e nt' e TO uc h De nta I C are www.twopoorteachers.com Vieit our websife 1907 is one of thousanfls in Reston resi- A 1906 advertisement for Virginia’s vaca- 754 Elden Street * Herndon, VA 20170
| 703_969_1179 Fully Insured & Class A Licensed for details! dent Jay Paull’s collection, which are tion spots, one of thousands of vintage ads 703-464-0522 f i
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Recognized for Food Safety

Food safety and sanitation
are critical processes that require
strict procedures and training. All
FCPS food service managers have
successfully completed the Fairfax
County Sanitation Certification re-
quirements and a manager training
course. As a second safety measure,
all FCPS schools have implemented a
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point
(HACCP) program, which requires
managers to follow a purchased
food product from the moment
the food is received to the time
it is served to ensure proper han-
dling and temperature control. The
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
recognized the Office of Food and
Nutrition Services for maintaining
the highest levels of food safety and
cleanliness in its food preparation
areas.

Learn the 9-5-2-1-0 Zip Code
for Your Health

9 Get 9 hours of sleep each night

5 Eat 5 servings of fruits and
vegetables each day

2 Limit screen time to no more
than 2 hours each day

1 Getat least 1 hour of exercise
each day

0 No sugary drinks

Right: First Lady Michelle Obama visited
Parklawn Elementary School in Alexandria

recently to unveil new federal standards for school

meals which will require reducing sodium and
fat levels, and increasing fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, and legumes in school lunches

and breakfasts.

h
4 i

What are your memories of school lunches?
Today's students look forward to lunch not
just because they're hungry, but because of the
variety of foods offered: baked chicken, fish tacos,
pork egg rolls, spaghetti, hummus, whole wheat
pretzels and yogurt, chef’s salad with tuna,
assorted fruits and vegetables, and much more.

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) is
recognized as a leader in creating a healthy school
environment by teaching children about the im-
portance of eating a variety of healthy foods and
getting regular exercise.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture estab-
lished the HealthierUS School Challenge (HUSSC)
award to recognize schools that have created
healthier school environments through promo-
tion of nutrition and physical activity. This year
160, or more than 80 percent, of FCPS schools will
receive the HUSSC award for enhancing the quality
of school meals, increasing physical activity, and
providing nutrition education to students.

“FCPS school
meals exceed the
HUSSC standards
. and offer students
a variety of daily
options including
fresh fruits and
vegetables, whole
grain products, fat
free milk, and foods
with zero trans fats,”

.

o

Healthy School Environment Starts with Nutritious Meals and Exercise

FAIRFAX

E F
www.fcps.edu

said Penny McConnell, RD, Director of Food and
Nutrition Services.

“We value the important role we play in our
students’ nutritional well-being and contribution
to the reduction of childhood obesity,” she said.

FCPS'Food and Nutrition Services program
also places special emphasis on purchasing locally
grown seasonal produce and supporting school
learning gardens.

“We've talked to different groups within our
community and share their desire to offer a wide
variety of locally grown foods on our menu,” said
McConnell.

More than 30 FCPS schools have planted
learning gardens that provide spring and fall pro-
duce for school lunches as well as a great learning
experience for students.

A wellness policy guides FCPS Food and
Nutrition staff as they develop programs in nutri-
tion education and physical education, determine
nutrition guidelines for all foods served during
the school day, and create activities that promote
student wellness.

In addition, staff from FCPS'Food and
Nutrition Services visit classrooms and work with
teachers to educate students about the benefits
of good nutrition, kids’ cooking activities and
healthy snacks. FCPS hosts health fairs to show
students and parents how to make healthy food
choices and how to increase
physical activity.

Getting To Know Us

FCPS Operations Coordinator,
Food and Nutrition Services
Amy Hubal

Seeing the smiling faces of students as they
go through the lunch line is one of the perks of the
job for Amy Hubal, Operations Coordinator in Food
and Nutrition Services.

Hubal supervises the eight central distribu-
tion centers, or central kitchens, for the school dis-
trict. The distribution centers prepare and deliver
food to more than 200 schools and community
organizations on a
daily basis. You Know 9

Her passion for
food began at an early
age, working in the
restaurant business
when she was 16.

“l enjoy feed-
ing my family and
friends and | am fortunate to be able to work with
food for my job as well," she said. “Everyone loves
to eat and preparing healthy food is so rewarding”

FCPS Office of Food and
Nutrition Servicesisa
nonprofit business. The
program Is self-supporting
and receives no local real
estate tax dollars.

Hubal is interested in the process of
garden-to-table and educating others about how
to have a healthy relationship with food.

“Learning to grow and prepare food is a
life-long skill that promotes health and wellness;’
she said.

Hubal serves on the district's menu
committee helping to develop new recipes for Food
and Nutrition Services.

The one aspect of Hubal’s job she enjoys

Providing Nutritious Meals to Students, Community

Food and Nutrition Services employees take pride in preparing and serving more than
140,000 meals each day. Eight distribution centers (central kitchens), two secondary school produc-
tion kitchens, a vending center, a central warehouse, and elementary, middle, and high school finish-
ing kitchens, under the direction of highly trained managers, provide nutritious meals in all public
schools and centers. Free and reduced-price meals are provided to needy students. In addition, food
is catered to day care locations, senior citizen programs, Alzheimer centers and Meals on Wheels.

“Meals are planned by registered dietitians to reflect the 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans,’ said McConnell.“But we also make sure that the menus reflect student cultural and personal
preferences by conducting monthly student taste parties. Our goal is to plan menus that are
affordable and provide students with several nutritious choices that they will select and eat”

@fgple

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
A Better Grade of Banking

www.AppleFCU.org
703-788-4800

most? Herteam of 180 staff, 24 managers, and
32 van drivers.

“| work with a dedicated, hard-working team
of nutritional professionals that really care about
what they do and the impact they make on
a student’s school day.’

Food and Nutrition Services

Revenue
Sources

Want to learn more about FCPS school
nutrition? Visit www.fcps.edu and click on the
A-Z index for Food at School.

B Student Payments 56%
B Federal Funds 30%
w State Funds 1%

m Other Services 13% (day care centers, senior nuttition
programs, catering and vending)

This year’s State of Schools Report courtesy of Apple Federal Credit Union

Yo <"' Py
“% . J CELEBRATE | ||| [Fcjanms:
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2011BUSINESS PARTNER OF THE YEAR
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THE COUNTY LINE

Former Virginia Gov. Tim
Kaine, who is campaign-
ing for the U.S. Senate
seat vacated by Democrat
Jim Webb, visited
Multivision in Fairfax on
Thursday, Feb. 23. Kaine
addressed students and
staff at the IT workforce
development company.

PHOTO BY

VICTORIA ROss/ ULTIVISION

THE CONNECTION

Kaine Comes to Area

FrOM PACE 4

panies want to hire people to
program the machines, so the old
skills are not sufficient. This is
what made me want to come to
MultiVision,” Kaine told the group.

Kaine said he was particularly
moved by the story of a 55-year-
old man he met that afternoon
who is completing Multivision’s
training program.

“That was a poignant story. This
man is unemployed and his son is
going to Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and Technol-
ogy. That is the kind of talent story
we should be telling,” Kaine said.

Instead, he said the Virginia tal-
ent story is getting obscured by the
GOP’s focus on social issues.

“I am worried...Are we really
talking about the legality of birth
control,” Kaine said after his visit

to Multivision.

“This is no time to be compla-
cent about the economy. When I
said to the group that Virginia
went from 38th in the nation (in
per capita income) to being 7th,
it’s clear we didn’t excel by get-
ting bogged down in divisive so-
cial issues.”

Kaine noted that when he was
governor from 2006 to 2010,
companies such as Northrop
Grumman and Volkswagen of
North America, decided to head-
quarter in Virginia, mainly be-
cause of people and talent.

“What I hear from our business
leaders and owners is that they are
tired of partisan games and dis-
tractions causing uncertainty and
making it hard to be successful,”
Kaine said in a recent conference
call with reporters.

FROM PAGE 4

with the County’s Neighbor-
hood and Community Services
(NCS) Department, one of the
food drive’s organizers.

The annual campaign is a
partnership between NCS,
Fairfax County’s Office of Pub-
lic Private Partnerships (OP3)
and MV Transportation Inc.,
which operates the FASTRAN
buses and provides volunteers,
as well as local grocery store
chains Giant and Shoppers Food
Warehouse.

“In our first year, 2011, we
collected more than 20,000
pounds of food valued at more
than $34,000; the total value of
the food, goods and services do-
nated by all the public and pri-
vate partners was valued at
more than $56,000,” said
Patricia Stevens, executive di-
rector of OP3.

She said the “Stuff the Bus”
campaign is intentionally
scheduled between Martin
Luther King Day in January and

Record Donations

Presidents Day in February, be-
cause donations typically de-
crease during the first few
months of the new year, after
the seasonal dose of good will.

Many Fairfax County pan-
tries, including Our Daily
Bread, FACETS, the Lorton Ac-
tion Community Center and
Food for Others, report that
during the fall and holiday sea-
son, food pantries are stocked
and brimming with donations
from the community.

“But by February, our sup-
plies are often running low
even though the need for food
is greater than ever,” said Lisa
Whetzel, executive director of
Our Daily Bread in Fairfax.

She said ODB collected
2,000 pounds of food and
more than $500 in cash and
grocery cards when Stuff the
Bus was parked at Shoppers
Food Warehouse at Fair City
Mall on Feb. 18, and much of
the food went directly to clients
the next day.
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FAITH

"The Miracle of Life

By RABBI LEIBEL FAUNLAND

DiReCTOR OF CHABAD OF

RESTON-HERNDON

id you know that the

Book of Esther read ev-

ery year on the holiday

of Purim (Thursday March 8), is

the only book in the entire Bible

in which a reference to God is not
made even once? Why?

Reading through the narrative,
we discover another most interest-
ing fact. Throughout the entire
story we find precious little that we
can even identify as miraculous. In
fact, most of it seems to be quite
coincidental, as though it were the
work of a novelist, with all loose
ends eventually coming together.

The tale opens with the death
of Queen Vashti, and King
Ahasuerus (Xerxes of Persia)
choosing Esther - her Jewish lin-
eage unbeknown to the king, as
his new wife. Soon after, we read
of a Jewish sage and royal advisor
named Mordechai, and his foiling
of a plot to assassinate the king.
This is followed by the meteoric
rise to power of a virulent anti-
Semite named Haman. Through
Haman’s subsequent scheme to
annihilate the Jews, the king dis-
covers that Esther was in fact Jew-
ish and that Haman’s plan would
have included her, as well as
Mordechai, his onetime savior.

Thus miraculously the tables are
turned. The hunter becomes the
hunted and the tyrant is elimi-
nated by the very noose he pre-
pared for the now victor.

It is a wonderful story by any
measure, but a great miracle?
Hardly! No sea splitting or manna
falling from heaven here. No oil
lasting for eight days, nor were
any firstborns smitten. All we have
is one coincidental occurrence af-
ter another.

Yet that is precisely what makes
the story of Purim so special.

Take a look at the world around
you. Everything seems so “normal.”
The sun rises every morning in the
east, and sets in the west at dusk.
Trees and plants grow when they
are properly tended to, and will
wither and die when neglected.

All this, and much more, is what
we have come to regard as nature.
Yet, like everything else in the
world, nature, too, was created by
God. Nature is God’s most incred-
ible miracle. By waking up every
morning, we experience this most
miraculous event ourselves — the
miracle of life.

So although we do not feel the
Godliness or the miracle in it all,
it is there nonetheless.

In fact, the very name of this
book we speak of, “Megillat Esther,”
makes this point. The name
“Esther” translates as “hidden.” The
true miracle of Purim, as well as

to Rabbi@chabadrh.org.

Shtetel Themed Community Purim Party

Thursday, March 8, 5:30 p.m. at The Reston Community Center Hunters
Woods, 2310 Colts Neck Road in Reston.

Delicious buffet dinner including classic “traditional dishes.”

Celebrate the four Mitzvot of Purim. Hear the Megillah. Enjoy a Party. Food
basket sharing. Giving charity. All under one roof!

Cost: Adult $20. Child $12. Family Cap $65. Evening Sponsor $180. RSVP

that of our daily lives, remains hid-
den. It is up to us to peel back the
veneer, to reveal the miracle within
the mundane. And that is perhaps
the greatest miracle of all.

My friends, this choice of per-
spectives presents itself every day
of our lives. We must ask our-
selves, will we recognize God’s

presence and gifts in our lives or
will we attribute every event to
luck, coincidence, and our own
brilliance? The miracles happen.
How we interpret them is entirely
our choice.

For all Purim related questions
and information visit
www.chabadrh.org/purim

For a free digital subscription to one or all of the 15
Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital replica of the print edition, including
photos and ads, delivered weekly to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail: goinggreen
@connectionnewspapers.com
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Child care
available at
all services

UTHERAN CHURCH
Maﬁﬂg more and benwdim;okr of Christ

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School: 9:30 A.Mm.

Rev. Dr. William H. Flammann, Pastor

Church Office: 703.437.5020
Preschool: 703.437.4511
www.gslcva.org

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH ° Reston

7:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite |
Holy Eucharist, Rite Il

10:25 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I

The Rev. Denise Trogdon

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

Progressive & Welcoming

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12

Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service
Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

To Highlight
your
Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-0468
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SPORTS

enna Van Camp, of Herndon High

School, is a new state champion

swimmer in the girls’ 100-breast-

stroke event. The Virginia State
AAA Swim and Dive Championships took
place Feb. 17-18 at George Mason Univer-
sity.

Van Camp, a senior, had a winning time
of 29.48 seconds in the
100-breaststroke finals, as
she finished ahead of sec-
ond place Ali Stephens-
Pickeral of George Wash-
ington High (Danville).
South County’s Brooke Malone finished
third.

Also at states for the Hornets, Conor
Cudahy placed ninth in the boys’ 200 free
event and fourth in the 500 free with a new
school record in the latter.

The Herndon girls’ 200 medley relay,
seeded 24th going in, placed 11th in the
state with a season-best time. Ryan Murphy,
Jenna Van Camp, Elizabeth McNulty, and
Karly Giniezki made up the relay foursome.

The Herndon boys’ 400 free relay, seeded
22nd, placed 16th overall with a season-
best time. Making up the Hornets’ relay
were Jonathan Nguyen, Chris Fronczak,
Brett Petty, and Conor Cudahy.

SPORTS
RouNDuUPS

In the team standings, the Herndon girls
finished in 23rd place overall among a field
of 48 teams represented.

Oakton Wins
Team Title

The Oakton High girls’ swim team cap-
tured the state title with 183 team points,
finishing ahead of second place Osbourn
Park High (166) of Manassas. West Potomac
High finished third overall, while Battlefield
High and Langley finished fourth and fifth,
respectively.

Along with Oakton, West Potomac, and
Langley, other top placing teams from the
Northern Region included eighth place
Woodson, ninth place Madison, 10th place
Yorktown, 11th place Lake Braddock, 12th
place Robinson, 13th place South County,
15th place McLean, 17th place West Spring-
field, and 20th place Jefferson. Among the
top 30 teams from the Northern Region
were Chantilly (21st place), Stone Bridge
and Herndon (both tied for 23rd), Falls
Church (25th), and Fairfax (30th).

First place individual girls swimmers from
the Northern Region included Oakton’s
Janet Hu (100-fly and 100-back); Langley
High’s Abi Speers (50-free); Katherine Van
Winkle (1-meter dive); and Jenna Van Camp
(100-breaststrok

ON THE BOYS’ SIDE, the Oakton Cou-
gars finished second place overall at the
state swim championships. The Cougars
(168 points) finished behind first place

REsTON CONNECTION SPORTS EDITOR RICH SANDERS

Frank W. Cox High (246) of Virginia Beach.
Top 10 Northern Region teams, along with
Oakton, were third place Jefferson (146),
fourth place Woodson (130), fifth place
West Springfield (125), sixth place South
County (tied with Princess Anne High with
114 points), eighth place Chantilly (110),
ninth place Madison (101), and 10th place
Marshall (88).

Forty-six boys’ teams from across the state
were represented. Other Northern Region
top 20 finishers were 12th place Westfield,
13th place Robinson, and 19th place Lan-
gley.

First place boys’ individual finishers from
the Northern Region were: Marshall High’s
Cyrus Hashemi (100 free and 200-free);
Jefferson’s Andrew Seliskar (100-fly, 100-
back, and 200-IM); and Robinson’s Cory
Bowersox (1-meter dive).

Registration for Reston Youth
Association’s popular Flag Football league
is now open for Spring 2012. RYA Flag Foot-
ball is coed, non-contact flag football de-
signed for boys and girls between the ages
of five and 16. All teams will practice once
a week followed by a game on Saturday.
Registration fees are $75 for the first child
and $65 for a second child. Families can
register on site at the first Skills Assessment
on March 10. Coaches are also needed for
the youngest age group. Please visit the
registration page at http://
restonseahawks.org/Registration to register
your child today.

703-224-3031 OR RICHSANDS@AOL.COM
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South Lakes junior guard Mary
Severin goes up for a shot during
the Seahawks’ Liberty District girls’
basketball tournament finals game
against Madison on Feb. 17. South
Lakes, which lost that night, still
advanced to the following week’s
Northern Region tournament. There,
the Seahawks fell in a first round
game versus visiting Annandale on
Feb. 20. For the season overall, it
was a successful winter as South
Lakes finished 16-9.

Local Northern
Region athletes
compete in Hampton.

number of local athletes put to-

gether strong showings at last

weekend’s Virginia State AAA
Indoor Track and Field Championships,
held Friday and Saturday (Feb. 24-25)
at the Boo Williams Sportsplex in Hamp-
ton.

On the boys’ side, Westfield High fin-
ished third overall and was the top fin-
isher from out of the Northern Region.
The Bulldogs finished with 27 team
points. The team champion was Western
Branch (48) of Chesapeake, a member
of the Eastern Region. Finishing second
was Grassfield (34 points) of Chesa-
peake.

Other top 10 Northern Region team
finishers along with Westfield were
fourth place Annandale (22 points) and
fifth place Oakton (21). Top 20 finishers
from the Northern Region were Chantilly,
which was 15th place, and South Lakes
and T.C. Williams, who were part of a
three-way group of teams (along with
Stafford High of Fredericksburg) which
finished tied for 16th place. Lake
Braddock finished 20th overall in the
field of 58 teams represented.

First place individual boys’ finishers

from the Northern Region were Annandale’s
Ahmed Bile (1,000 race) and Chantilly’s
Logan Miller (1,600).

Other top individual boys’ finishers from
Northern Region schools included:
Robinson’s Ayo Raymond (fourth place, 55
dash); Mount Vernon’s Michael Thomas-
Brown (sixth in 55, eighth in long jump);
Westfield’s Nathan Kiley (third place, 500
dash); Oakton’s Michael McNamee (third
in both the 1,000 and 1,600); Edison’s Louis
Colson (sixth in 1,600); Oakton’s Greg
Petruncio (eighth in 1,600); Lake
Braddock’s Nick Tuck (fifth in 3,200);
Chantilly’s Sean McGorty (sixth in 3,200);
Woodson’s Paul Gates (seventh in 3,200);
South Lakes’ Rashaan Jones (second in high
jump); T.C. Williams’ Kahron Lee (third in
high jump); Langley’s Logan Besougloff
(second in pole vault); Lake Braddock’s
Sean Daugherty (third in pole vault);
Herndon’s Austin Miller (fifth in pole vault);
West Potomac’s Tyrone Jenkins (sixth in
triple jump); Westfield’s Justin Little (eighth
in triple jump); and T.C. Williams’ Jonathan
Anderson (third in shot put).

Westfield’s 4x400-boys’ relay team of Max
Chambers, Troy Sevachko, Nathan Kiley,
and Tyrone Walker finished first in the state,
ahead of second place Annandale. South
Lakes finished fifth in the same relay. The
Seahawks’ foursome was made up of Ian
Angara, Corey Gilmore, Jacob Grundahl,
and Armando Drain.

Westfield’s 4x800 relay team of Max

Indoor Track Season Wraps Up at State Meet

Chambers, Jeff Edmondson, Nathan Kiley,
and Tyrone Walker finished first overall.
Oakton High’s team, made up of Oliver
Lopez-Gomez, Greg Petruncio, Chris
Sprague, and Michael McNamee finished
second.

ON THE GIRLS’ SIDE, South County
Secondary finished in fifth place overall -
the best showing from the Northern Region.
The top four team finishers were Cosby
High (Midlothian), Western Branch (Chesa-
peake), Nansemond River (Suffolk), and
Landstown (Virginia Beach).

Other top teams from the Northern Re-
gion, along with South County, were sixth
place Lake Braddock (tied with Phoebus
High), Robinson and Herndon (both tied
for 11th place), 15th place West Potomac,
and 16th place Oakton.

South County’s Felecia Majors took first
place in both the pole vault and long jump
events.

Other top individual girls’ finishers from
the Northern Region were: Herndon’s Ca-
rina Peter (second in triple jump, fourth in
55 dash, sixth in long jump); Robinson’s
Genamaria McCant (third in 500, seventh
in 300); West Potomac’s Sarah Jane
Underwood (fifth in 1,000); T.C. Williams’
Sydney Schaedel (sixth in 1,000); Lake
Braddock’s Hannah Christian (fourth in
1,600, fifth in 3,200); West Springfield’s
Caroline Alcorta (fifth in 1,600); Oakton’s
Hailey Dougherty (sixth in 1,600); Lake

Braddock’s Sophie Chase (second place
in 3,200); Oakton’s Allie Klimkiewicz
(fourth in 3,200); Lee High’s Bailey
Kolonich (seventh in 3,200); Washing-
ton-Lee’s Isabell Amend (eighth in
3,200); South County’s Felecia Majors
(tied for seventh in high jump); Lake
Braddock’s Rachel Fasana (fourth in pole
vault); T.C. Williams’ Sydney Schaedel
(fifth in pole vault); South Lakes’
Damielle Hale (fourth in long jump);
Edison’s Anna Williams (third in triple
jump); Edison’s Kristina Brown (eighth
in triple jump); and Robinson’s Chioma
Onyekwere (second in shotput).

The South County girls’ 4x400 relay
team of Felecia Majors, Widney
Dubuisson, Kierra Roundtree, and
EnNijah Majors finished seventh in the
state.

In the 4x800 relay, the West Potomac
girls finished second overall, and Lake
Braddock was third. The Lake Braddock
foursome was made up of Hannah Chris-
ten, Sophie Chase, Ally Robinson, and
Katie Roche. Oakton’s girls finished in
sixth place in the 4x800. The Cougars’
four runners were Allie Klimkiewicz,
Hailey Dougherty, Kristi Carrigan, and
Briana Stewart. West Springfield’s four-
some of Alexis McEntire, Caroline
Alcorta, Maddie Wittich, and Erin Falk
finished eighth.

— RICcH SANDERS
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ENTERTAINMENT

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
Www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 29

American Cancer Society Relay
For Life Kickoff. 6:30 p.m. Reston
Association, 12001 Sunrise Valley
Drive, Reston. Participants, sponsors,
cancer survivors and event volunteers
gather for a kickoff celebration to
launch fundraising efforts for the
year. www.restonrelay.org or 703-
938-5550.

THURSDAY/MARCH 1

Welcome Club of Northern
Virginia Monthly Luncheon. 11
a.m. Sheraton Reston Hotel, 11810
Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston.
“Starting Your Genealogy Research”
by genealogy teacher Phyllis Legare.
$30. Registration required at
www.welcomeclubnvirginia.com.

Peter Yarrow with Mustard’s
Retreat. 8 p.m. The Barns at
Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna.
Folk music. $25. www.wolftap.org.

FRIDAY/MARCH 2

“I Love You Because.” 8 p.m. Reston
Community Players, 266 Sunset Park
Drive, Herndon. Tickets $15-$21.
703-476-4500 or restonplayers.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 3

Ballet Folklérico De Antioquia,
Colombia. 8 p.m. George Mason
University’s Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Sharing the richness and
diversity of Colombian culture

through authentic music, ritualistic
dance, and physical theater

accentuated with brilliantly-colored
costumes. $23-$46. www.gmu.edu.

“I Love You Because.” 8 p.m. Reston
Community Players, 266 Sunset Park
Drive, Herndon. Tickets $15-$21.
703-476-4500 or restonplayers.org.

Fairfax Chocolate Lovers Festival.
Various locations in Old Town
Fairfax. The Taste of Chocolate,
featuring chocolate vendors selling
their wares; the Chocolate Challenge,
an arts extravaganza where the
medium is chocolate; the Kiwanis
Pancake Breakfast featuring
chocolate chip pancakes, historic re-
enactments, children’s activities,
open houses at historic buildings and
more. www.chocolatefestival.net.

Buskin & Batteau. 7:30 p.m. The
Barns at Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. Folk duo. $22.
www.wolftrap.org.

Celtic Woman. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. Celtic music.
Tickets $43-$73, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. Accessible seating available for
patrons with disabilities at 703-993-
3035.

26th Annual Fairfax Jazz & Tap
Dance Festival. 8 p.m. Northern
Virginia Community College
Annandale Campus Theatre, 8333
Little River Turnpike, Annandale.
With performances by the Dancin’
Unlimited Jazz Dance Company,
Encore Performers, Center Stage
Dance, Capitol Movement, Impulse
and MYTE. Supported and funded in
part by the Arts Council of Fairfax
County. $20 in advance, $22 at the
door. www.dujdc.org.

The Mozart Requiem. 7 p.m. Trinity
Presbyterian Church, 651 Dranesville
Road Herndon. Herndon Ecumenical
Choir, with choir members from
Herndon United Methodist, Trinity

Presbyterian, St. Timothy’s Episcopal,
St. Joseph’s Catholic, and Holy Cross
Lutheran combined with chamber
orchestra and soloists. Free,
donations accepted for LINK. 703-
437-5500 or
www.trinityherndon.org.

Youth Art Month Artists’
Reception. 5-7 p.m. Greater Reston
ArtsCenter, 12001 Market St., Suite
103, Reston. Students from Herndon,
South Lakes, and Thomas Jefferson
High Schools created all works in the
“Emerging Visions: Invisible Cities”
exhibition, an annual show offering
high school artists the experience of
exhibiting in a professional gallery.
703-471-9242 or
www.restonarts.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 4

Fairfax Chocolate Lovers Festival.
Various locations in Old Town
Fairfax. The Taste of Chocolate,
featuring chocolate vendors selling
their wares; the Chocolate Challenge,
an arts extravaganza where the
medium is chocolate; the Kiwanis
Pancake Breakfast featuring
chocolate chip pancakes, historic re-
enactments, children’s activities,
open houses at historic buildings and
more. www.chocolatefestival.net.

Reston Fiber Artists Show and
Sale. Reston Museum. 1639
Washington Plaza, Reston. Including
the work of Reston fiber artists Lois
Salazar, Luann Sievers, Anna Hayoz,
Cynthia Hull, and Alice Abrash,
demonstrating the variety of the art
form as well as the techniques of
these artists. A portion of sales
proceeds benefits Reston Museum.
703-709-7700 or
restonmuseum@gmail.com.

Glen Phillips. 7:30 p.m. The Barns at
Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna.
Formerly of Toad the Wet Sprocket.
$20. www.wolftrap.org.

Railroad History Revisited

FroM PAGE 3

huge milk producing areas be-
cause of the railroad, which al-
lowed the milk to be shipped
quickly to the market, which was
especially important during the
summer months.

As the rail was rebuilt after the
Civil War, tons of dirt had to be
hauled in to support the tracks.

“Railroads couldn’t pull up steep
grades, so they snaked this railroad
through the low lands as best they
could, but there were some areas
that were too low, and some too
high. When it was high they had
to cut it out, when it was low they
had to build it up,” McCray said.

The railroad was renamed the
Washington and Ohio Railroad in
1870, which McCray called “am-
bitious” because it never made it
to the Ohio River. It went through
several names and owners over the
next quarter century before being
purchased by Southern Railway in
June 1894.

“They were buying every rail-
road they could at that point, they
were flush with cash. This was the
railroad baron era, and they were
just buying up everything in the
area,” he said. “They didn’t care if

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

it made money, they liked it when
it did, but they weren’t real wor-
ried about it.”

In 1904 the Great Falls and Old
Dominion Railroad was using elec-
tric technology to transport people
from Georgetown to Great Falls,
and eventually the Washington
and Old Dominion Railroad was
formed in 1911.

“The two gentlemen who started
the railway died within a year of
the W and OD Railroad being
formed, and the way the railroad
company was set up, their heirs
could not sell the railroad,” McCray
said. “They had to own it whether
they liked it or not, so what they
had was absentee ownership. They
really didn’t want to run a railroad,
but couldn’t get rid of it.”

As the company’s disinterest
grew, the train began running late
and got a reputation as the “Old
Devil” railroad, “Walk Over and
Die” railroad and “Wobbly and Old
Dilapidated” railroad, among oth-
ers. It later went bankrupt and
went through several changes.

“The passenger service gave up
in 1941, and part of what did that
was the railroad lost it’s mail con-
tact,” McCray said. “Now the mail
was hauled out to Leesburg and

Purcellville by trucks, and it wasn’t
worth it and ridership was declin-
ing.”

ALMOST 100 PEOPLE attended
the presentation Thursday night,
many of whom had no idea the
bike trail that they use on a regu-
lar basis was such an integral part
of local history.

“I knew it was a railroad at some
point, but had no idea of its story,
and the fact that Robert E. Lee felt
such a need to destroy it, and all
the changes it went through over
the next 80 years was fascinating,”
said Harold Vogel of Reston. “I
know the next time I go on a bike
ride down the trail with my fam-
ily, I'll have a story or two to tell
them about what went on there.”

Steve Telfair of Reston said he
came into the presentation look-
ing to confirm things he already
knew, but soon found himself
outgunned.

“I'love to study the history in this
area, and thought I had a pretty
good grasp on it, but Paul and Ron
really dropped some nuggets that
I had never heard before,” he said
after the presentation. “I can’t wait
to pick their brains and find out
what I should start reading next.”

OPEN HOUSES

SATURDAY/SUNDAY, MARCH 3 & 4

e

11668 Gilman Lane, Herndon * $749,000
Open Sunday 1-4 p.m. ¢ Jacqueline McMahon,
Long & Foster, 571-722-2601

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

@ Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times. [I]

Ashhurn

Century 21...571-218-9095

Long & Foster....703-503-1812

RE/MAX....703-869-4567

Herndon

11668 Gilman Ln $749,900........Sun 1-4....Jacqueling McMahon........Long & Foster....
12124 Eddyspark Dr.........$485,000........Sun 1-4 Mike Pearson RE/MAX....

ngstowne/AIexandrla

6904 Ellingham Cir. E Brian Murphy...... Coldwell Banker....

Oak Hill

571-722-2601
703-677-6900

703-731-5799

13302 Glen Taylor Ln Samson Props....703-216-0985

11111 Deville Estates Dr...$899,000
11441 Norwegian Mill Ct...$984,500 Tonya Nelson
3473 Loyd Hill Ct $1.300,000 Surri Armstrong

Potomac Falls

20420 Tappahannock Pl ... $685,000 Keller Williams....

703-625-3446
703-975-1570
703-930-0318

Samson Props....
Weichert....
TTR Sothebys....

703-395-2355

2431 Albot Rd...
1279 Lamplighter Way

703-759-9190
703-669-9812

Long & Foster....
Long & Foster....

8614 Victoria Rd Long & Foster....703-503-1812

408 Park St., SE
10110 Mill Wheel Ln

703-556-8600
703-623-8373

Long & Foster....
Weichert....

To add your Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,
please call Karen Pechacek-Washburn
at 703-778-9422 or E-Mail the info to
kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.Mm.
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“Battling
Cancer”

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I suppose, as a cancer patient, there’s a
presumption/understanding that not giving
into cancer and its potential ravages is an
ongoing battle — to the death, if you will.
And | imagine, on many levels, some truer
than others, it is. War is indeed waged — so
to speak, in hopes of defeating this horrible
disease (enemy).

Personally, | don’t view what I do — sur-
viving as a cancer patient: following doc-
tor’s orders, filling prescriptions, ingesting
medications, enduring chemotherapy,
scheduling and then being diagnostically
scanned, making food and lifestyle changes,
adding miscellaneous supplements to my
diet; in general, trying to live healthier and
be a “compliant” patient, as anything more
than common sense. It's not a battle — to
me, it’s simply what you do. As the South
Korean widow said to Hawkeye Pierce on a
M*A*S*H episode way back when, respon-
ding to his question about how she could
walk so far to get water: “Because that's
where the water is,” she answered.

And so a while back, it struck me as odd
that a woman to whom | was introduced —
and who knew of my less-than-ideal health
circumstances, straight-forwardly and most
sincerely (having recently been widowed
herself when her husband succumbed to a
cancer diagnosis) asked: “I understand
you're battling cancer.” It was in fact the
first time in my nearly three years of being a
cancer patient/survivor that | had ever been
asked that exact question.

It was not her directness that was off-
putting. Nor was it her presuming a famili-
arity — between us, that did not exist, that
such a potentially intrusive, certainly pri-
vate/personal subject could be so casually
raised — by a relative stranger, in the middle
of a 27-person Christmas dinner. No. It sim-
ply caught me by surprise, and | believe my
answer/reaction likewise caught her by sur-
prise and may have even made her a bit
uncomfortable and apologetic for having
inquired (although it was certainly not my
intention). | laughed at her question and
said: “I suppose so.” To which she replied:
“l didn’t mean to ... .” “No problem,” | said,
as the commotion of the occasion sort of
ended our conversation.

One other time | was present when this
“battling cancer” phrase was invoked.
Although this time, it was a former female
co-worker greeted by another former co-
worker at our company Christmas party
who asked, innocently enough of her, how
she was doing: “I'm battling cancer” came
her reply. I snickered then when I heard it,
and even commented to our Publisher,
Mary Kimm, also a cancer survivor, who
was standing alongside me at the time and
witnessed the entire exchange: “You know
Mary, I've never said that — or felt that.” A
year later this “battling cancer” answer was
questioned to me.

I don't really have any objections to
either of these exchanges. | guess if had to
summarize my feelings, however, about
what | heard answered and what | was
asked, | would say it's probably me trying to
make light of a very heavy set of circum-
stances, and on some occasions, the less
said about it, the better. It's awkward, sort
of. Although, | don't really mind. Still;
sometimes, | just don't feel the need.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900
T T Weekdays 9-4 T

TELEPHONE

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME!

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

35 hrs/wk, M-Th, no eves/wknds. Good
salary. Benefits.
Experience and computer skills
Opportunity for growth.

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Mature, hard working.

helpful.

Fax resume (703) 273-4212

=T Weekdays 9-4 T

Sr. Software Engineer
(Masters deg & 3 yrs of exp. or Bachelors
deg & 5 yrs of exp. or other suitable quali-
fications) — Great Falls, VA. Job involves
working with & requires experience in
Oracle Database, Weblogic, Apache, Java,
EJB, JSP, Spring, UML, Ant, Hudson,
Eclipse, Informatica, Crystal Reports,
Business Objects, Junit, HTML, Perl on
Unix, Linux and Windows Platform. Relo-
cation and travel to unanticipated loca-
tions within USA possible. Send resumes
to HR, Great Falls Software Solutions Inc.,
1000 Evonshire Lane, Great Falls, VA
22066.

Nysmith School

fOT tﬁe Gi;fte(f Herndon, VA

Accounting/Admin Assistant
Responsible for AP/AR functions, order supplies, data entry,
front office team member and all other duties as assigned. Job is
a 10-month position with a few additional days in the summer.

1. Posses accounting degree or 2+ years of relevant
accounting work experience
2. Proficiency in Quickbooks, Microsoft Word,
Excel and Outlook
. Be able to work independently and as a team
. Possess good organization and time management skills
. Pay excellent attention to detail
. Have excellent written and verbal communication
skills, along with a positive and professional demeanor
7. Be able to maintain confidential information
8. Ability to multitask and meet deadlines

703-713-3332
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Garden Center Laborer
and Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing people to stock our products at a
garden center near you. Must be flexible
for weekend work. For job descriptions
and locations go to www.bellimpact.com
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Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

NEWSPAPERS

Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
employment openings

Dulles’
Airport

Historic
ifton Fairfax __Springfield
Slxtiun@

aaaaa

o Target your best job candidates
where they live.

o Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

e Proven readership.
e Proven results.

'THE
to your community
703-917-6464
classified @connectionnewspapers.com

Great Papers * Great Readers * Great Results!
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CLEANING SOLUTIONS LAWN MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING, Junk & Rubbish Danish/modern -
— SODDING, MULCHING, LEAVES, Concrete, furn.,office, *Trimming Leaf & Snow’ teak fumiture. STERLING Moving Sale!!
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AFFORDABLE QUALITY

ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

visa [
703-794-8513

~GUTTER CLEANING

7K Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned * Small Repairs » Gutter Guards i

PINNACLE SERVICES,

SFriendly services for a friendly price™ [ric,

{

A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL, “X\
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

Licensed We Accept VISA/MC [
nswed  703-441-8811 =

A&S I.andscaplng

¢ All Concrete work

¢ Retaining Walls ¢ Patios

 Decks  Porches (incl.
screened) ¢ Erosion &
Grading Solutions

¢ French Drains ® Sump Pumps

¢ Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst
mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Kitchen & Bath, Windows, I
Siding, Roofing, Additions & \ P
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting b g
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded * Free Estimates * Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830- 3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

—)

+BASEMENTS ¢+BATHS ¢KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
+4Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096

R&N Carpentry

ROOFING

oimg &
. oiding

(All Types)

S
Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters
Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

falconroofinginc.com

; LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

—1J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONS'I'RUC'IJON

*Patios *Walkways

* Retaining Walls
*Drainage Problems
*Landscape Makeovers

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

MASONRY MASONRY

3rd Generation Masonry Company
Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

= MASONRY
SPECIALIST, LIC

For All of Your Masonry Needs
Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE
EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

103-443-2308
Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!

All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured
Class A License #VA2705087 240A

Y
BBB

Angeltreeslandscapmg hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Complete
Print Editions

The full print editions of all 15
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF
format, page by page, identical
to our weekly newsprint editions,
including print advertising. Go to

ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”
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Tues @ 11:00
.Tues @ 4:00
Wed @ 11:00
Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
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Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/
Herndon Connection
The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
The Alexandria
Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Centre View North
Centre View South
The Potomac Almanac
The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton
Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Zone 2:

Zone 3:

Zone 4:

Zone 5:
Zone 6:

brother Roger is also deceased. Father made his first profes-
sion as a Claretian Missionary in 1947, perpetual profession
in 1950 and was ordained a priest on June 9, 1955.

After his ordination, Fr. Moran served as a teacher and Prin-
cipal at the Saint Jude High School Seminary in Momence, II-
linois from 1955-1967. At the suggestion of his then Superi-
or, Fr. Moran was assigned to mission in Guatemala, where
he spent approximately 25 years of his religious life as a mis-
sionary. During his time in Central America, he constantly
championed for the rights of the indigenous and working peo-
ple of the towns of El Estor and Livingston. Fr. Moran says
his ministry on behalf of the impoverished Indian families en-
compassed “the happiest and some of the saddest years of
my life as a priest.” He was instrumental in helping to estab-
lish and promote an elementary school for children who
could not write or speak in Spanish, the country’s native lan-
guage. His work in advancing the cause of education result-
ed in a new Indian school being named in his honor in Living-
ston.

After returning from Guatemala in 1982, and taking a 2 year
sabbatical, Fr. Moran was then assigned to St. Mary of Sor-
rows Church in Fairfax, Virginia as parish priest from 1984-
1990. In 1990, he returned to Guatemala for a second tour
of duty for nine years. In 1999 when he returned to the Unit-
ed States, he was assigned as an associate pastor at Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church on the south side of Chicago,
where he served up until December of 2011.Visitation on
Tuesday, February 27 from 2-9pm at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church 3200 E. 91st Street, Chicago, IL 60617 with a prayer
service at 8pm. On Wednesday, February 28 viewing at 9:00
a.m. until time of Mass of the Resurrection at 9:30 a.m. In-
terment Queen of Heaven Cemetery — Hillside, IL. Elmwood
Chapel Chicago, IL in charge of arrangement.

773-731-2749. www.elmwoodchapel.com

21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Are you 16-24 years old?

training) for &
ReW GCErEET

Call the Admissions Office

Get (==

in your area:

Richmond 804-340-5540 - Norfolk 757-466-3202 - Alexandria ?03 671-5300
Fredericksburg 540-710-9172 - Lynchburg 434-455-2521

Roanoke 540-885-3073

Place your business card-size ad in more than 65 statewide newspapers
and your message will reach more than 500,000 Virginians.
CONTACT THIS NEWSPAPER or Adriane Long, Virginia Press Services,
804-521-7585 or adrianel@vpa.net.

Reach new customers
when you advertise through
Virginia Press Services'
STATEWIDE DISPLAY AD NETWORK!

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Reston North H111s/Herndon
1700 Bracknell Drive ° Reston, VA 20194 « 703-435-4900

7= Reston $529,900
f Coming in Mid-March!

Beautiful, oversized, 2-car garage
townhome! This 26-ft wide home
lives like a single family located
just steps from Lake Anne &
under one mile to both Town
Center and new Wiehle METRO
¢ Station! Nestled in a small
enclave, this brick front home fea-
tures large LR, DR, gourmet
kitchen w/granite & 42" cabinets,
~ eat-in kitchen and main level FR.
Three large BR’s upstairs
w/amazing master suite, luxury
bath, dual sinks, sep tub, shower
& enclosed water closet. MBR
boasts vaulted ceilings & 16' walk-
+ in closet. Finished lower level is
huge w/full bath
& FP. Two-zone
HVA, quality
constructlon

Call Min or Jimmy O’Burns 703-437-6110
OBurns@VirginiaHomeForYou.com

Herndon $2,500/month

Great Location!
4 BR, 2 BA, 1-car garage, new deck all in a quiet nelghbor-
hood. Fine looking, furnished split level home
w/1,665 sq ft of living area. Won’t last long.

Call Virgil Frizzell 703-585-1821 or
e-mail virgil.frizzell@longandfoster.com

$199,900
| Just Updated!
~ Beautiful
updates to this
patio level 2
BR, 1 BA
condo in
- |Hunters
Woods Village
were just com-
pleted. Carpet,
paint, granite and more! Oversized windows, custom
walk-in closet and elegant moldings. Close to all
amenities and transportation.
Call Debbie Gill
703-346-1373 or e-mail | !
Debbie.Gill@longandfoster.com |omt’

Centreville
$492,500
Coming Soon
Cabells Mill
4 BR, 2.5 BA,
3-level
bright, sunny
split-foyer
home on .25
acre lot w/deck and pond‘ 2 -car garage with huge
master BR/BA and walk-in closet!

Gas fireplace too!
Call Belinda Sallberg
703-656-6488 or e-mail
Belinda.Sallberg@longandfoster.com

Ashburn $735,000
Every Option is Here!

4 BR, 2.5 BA cul-de-sac in gated Belmont Country Club.
Hardwoods, sunroom, study, bay window, crown molding,
tray ceiling, huge deck. 2 FP, deck on 9th green, sitting

room in MBR. Bright and stunning!

$275,000
Walk to

Shops
&
Restaurants
Renovated

1.5 BA 3 level Cape Cod Large fenced yard w/deck
Kitchen w/granite and SS appliances,
hardwoods, W/O basement.

Call Leslie Thurman 703-895-6000 or e-mail lesliekthurman@gmail.com

Reston
$1,550/month
Urban Living
in Reston
Town Center
1BR/1BA, con-
temporary &
i 1 spacious w/
~ designer
upgrades,
= lights, crown
molding, mar-
ble, custom
paint, gourmet kit, 42" cabinets, granite, SS appllances, mas-
ter w/ walk-in closet, full-size W/D, computer nook, 1-car gar
space convenient to condo front dr, fab amenities, pool, sun
deck, fitness ctr, secured bldg & more. See virtual tour:
www.realestateshows.com/618395

Reston
Quality & Value
Unsurpassed!
Welcome to this
stunning, custom
professional reno-
vation. Designed
for family and
entertaining. No
detail has been
spared in this beau-
tiful 4 BR, 3.5 BA
home with more than 3,000 sq ft. Gourmet kitchen with
breakfast nook, sunny FR w/FE, large deck, library, luxury
baths, custom closets, hardwoods, new carpeting,
fresh paint, fully finished lower level w/full bath
& more. Pristine—don’t miss this one.

Call Karen Kidwell 703-216-7437 or e-mail Karen.Kidwell@Inf.com

Ashburn
$749,000
All-Brick
Gulick!
Gorgeous 2010
home in
Brambleton
w/3 fin levels
of luxurious
living space.

§ Gourmet
kitchen w/farm
house sink,

top-of-the-line Jenn-Air appliance package, granite countertops
custom backsplash and molding. Hardwood floors on

main and upper level. Upgraded bathrooms, laundry
room/mud room w/mop sink, front-loading Samsung
washer/dryer.

Call Marnie Schaar 703-509-3107 | °
or e-mail marnie.schaar@Inf. com |

=% Reston
| $539,900
Amazing
Wooded
View
4 BR, 2.5 BA,
11 5 level spa-
§ cious split
contemporary
= on incredible
" private
wooded lot
” . : w/deck, W/O's
& carport New roof gutters wmdows carpet in MBR suite &
designer MBA. Hardwoods on main & upper BR levels. FR
w/gas FP, newer HVAC & appliances. MOVE-IN READY!

Call Marcy Thomas 703-927-2190
or e-mail mathoma8@aol.com or |

Gail Romansky 703-980-5300
or e-mail gpromansky@aol.com

~ Reston
$789,000
. Smashing
Patio Home!
4 BR Van
& Metre home
in sought-
after cluster
in North
Reston.
Fabulous
: 8 open floor
plan w/dramatic designs. Upgrades galore Gourmet
kitchen, main level hardwoods, luxury master suite
w/incredible bath & separate closet room. Fin lower
level walk up w/rec room, full bath, bedroom/den, lots
of storage.

F . Reston
‘Yi . $839,000
v _f/ Breathtaking
4 BR patio
home w/over
3,800 sq ft.
Soaring ceil-
ings, open
floor plan.
Hardwoods,
gourmet
kitchen,
main level master retreat W/WOW master BA L1brary/4
BR fin lower level w/walk-out, rec room w/built-ins, 2
add’l BR’s, full BA, enormous workshop and
storage room. Gorgeous landscaped lot w/
wooded views from decks & brick courtyard.
Lawn care in HOA.

Call Missy Edmondson 703-932-8484 or e-mail missyedmondson@aol. com

“I work hard for my agents so they can
work hard for you!”

www.Reston-Herndon-Homes.com
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- Anita Lasansky, Managing Broker
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