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Custom
Stair Rods
Available

Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-4 • VISA • Master Card • Discover • AMEX

GREAT FALLS
Rte. 7 and Georgetown Pike (Route 193)
Seneca Square (Next to Calico Corners)

1025-K Seneca Road703-759-9200

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

SERVING YOU
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News

From left, Justices Caroline Costle, Stu Mendelsohn, John Scalia, Frank
Shaw, Cary Greenberg, Mark Haskell and Nathaniel Howe (a Langley
senior) listen to cases presented during Langley Case Day.

Matthew Moser, counsel for the respondent in Miller v. Alabama, pre-
sents his case during the 20th annual Langley High School Case Day.

Langley Senior Mikey Adams, one
of Case Day’s masters of ceremony,
speaks to the audience at the
Langley Library.

Langley senior Shams Haidari
presents her argument for the
petitioner in Miller v. Alabama.

From left, Langley Case Day coordi-
nators Sun Park, Chaffee Duckers
and Alicia Underhill thank the
audience for participating in the
20th annual Case Day.
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Langley Seniors Make Their Case
School hosts 20th
annual Case Day.

See Case Day,  Page 7

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

L
angley High School’s senior class
spent Monday, March 19 going
over two Supreme Court Cases
with a fine-tooth comb, as part of

the school’s annual Case Day. The event,
now in its 20th year, allows the class to
break down an upcoming case that will be
heard by the Supreme Court, with students
serving as counsel, justices, presenters and
many other roles.

This year’s cases, which will be heard
starting March 20 by the Supreme Court,
are Miller v. Alabama and Jackson v. Hobbs.
Both cases involve young men aged 14 and
whether or not they should receive life in
prison without the possibility of parole, and
whether this violates the eighth amend-
ment, prohibiting cruel and unusual pun-
ishment.

In 2003, 14-year-old Evan Miller, along
with 16-year-old Colby Cameron beat Cole
Cannon with a baseball bat, then proceeded
to set his trailer on fire, killing Cannon.
Miller was tried as an adult in 2006 on
charges of capital murder and first degree
arson, and sentenced to life without parole.

In 1999, 14-year-old Kuntrell Jackson was
with two older boys who murdered a video
store clerk. He was sentenced in 2003 to
capital felony murder and aggravated rob-
bery, and was given a mandatory life sen-
tence without parole.

BOTH BOYS came from abusive house-
holds and had previous records with sub-
stance abuse and other juvenile offenses.

“Jackson’s mother was a convict, arrested
when he was 6 years old for shooting some-
one, and his brother was arrested when he
was 13 for shooting someone. Jackson only
saw violence from his parental figures. Simi-
larly, Miller, whose parents were both alco-
holics, whose father beat him, his mother
and his siblings constantly, had no other
means to learn how to display his anger,”

History Honor Society
Makes Predictions

Since its inception in 1993, the Langley
Supreme Court’s decision has coincided with
the Supreme Court’s decision 14 out of 19
times.

This year, the History Honor Society re-
searched the current justices and tried to
guess how each justice would decide. Here
are their predictions.

For life imprisonment without parole for
juveniles who commit homicide: Justices
Antonin Scalia, Clarence Thomas, John G.
Roberts and Samuel Alito.

Against life imprisonment without parole
for juveniles who commit homicide: Justices
Stephan Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, Anthony Kennedy and
Elena Kagan.

The Supreme Court began hearing Miller
v. Alabama and Jackson v. Hobbs on Tues-
day, March 20. Several Langley students will
be in attendance.

said Nick Rifken, giving a presentation on
social and developmental psychology as a
member of the Psychology Club. “Neither
of these children saw socially acceptable
behavior from their parents. The only thing
they saw from their parents, the first teach-
ers in their lives, was violence.”

Seniors Shams Haidari and Sabrina Khan
were given the task of defending Jackson
and Miller’s petition, saying that 14 is too
young to impose life in prison with no pos-
sibility of parole to people who hadn’t even
fully developed brains yet, and whose back-
ground made them susceptible to violence.

“They were certainly gruesome crimes,
especially involving a 14-year-old, but the
first thing you have to do is reconcile the
emotional conflict with the law,” Haidari
said.

The counsel, also made up of Matthew
Moser and John Studabaker, made their
arguments to a nine-person Supreme Court
that included local lawyers, two students
and John Scalia, son of Supreme Court Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia serving as chief justice.

“The process certainly got my interest up
in law, I feel like after this experience I know
some of what it takes to put your full heart

into studying, reading and fully forming an
argument,” Studabaker said. “I feel like that
has prepared me for any profession I might
choose, however law is certainly one of
those options that I will consider.”

In the end, the justices voted five to four
in favor of the respondent, saying that life
without the possibility of parole does not
violate the eighth amendment. Justice
Nathaniel Howe, a Langley senior, read the
majority decision.

“It is not clear that [Jackson] affirmatively
desired to end the life of another human
being. However, he involved himself in the
commission of a violent crime, in which
homicide was a possible, if not likely re-
sult. So long as we continue to allow states
to impose life without parole for felony
murder when committed by adults, we find
no principled reason to hold differently for
juvenile that exhibits a similar degree of
criminal intent.”

Spencer Shabshab, the other Langley se-
nior serving as a justice, composed and read
the dissenting opinion.

“We would extend the protections af-
forded to juveniles and prohibit life sen-
tences without the possibility of parole in
the cases presented to us,” he said. “Juve-
niles are less able than adults to  consider
the potential consequences of their actions,
extricate themselves from the situation that
would result in the loss of human life or
execute independent judgement. These in-
herent psychological and physiological dis-
advantages diminish their legal and moral
culpability.”

Even students who weren’t presenting or
arguing had duties to fulfill leading up to
the event. Justin Strahan headed up the fi-
nance committee, and it was their job to
procure sponsorships, donations and set a
budget.

“It was a really interesting process, a mix
of hands-on distribution, marketing and
more,” Strahan said. “It was so multi-fac-
eted that you couldn’t help but learn a lot
about a lot of different areas. I’m hoping to
study finance in the future, and I think this
was a valuable experience.”

Members of the education committee
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

J
unior First Lego League Teams from around
the county gathered at Colvin Run Elemen-
tary School Saturday, March 17 for a day
to show what could be the future of food

safety. Eight teams, including two from Colvin Run
and one from Great Falls Elementary School, par-
ticipated.

Students were invited to use Lego bricks to create
models of inventions that could help with food safety.
Teams picked foods or services they like, such as
potato chip or a doughnut shop, and created a sys-
tem for making sure their “products” could be pre-
pared, stored and served in a safe way.

THE LEGO SPIES TEAM, from Colvin Run Elemen-
tary, created a chocolate chip cookie factory out of
their Lego bricks. The team designed a bakery in the
back and restaurant in the front, with a conveyor
belt taking their freshly made donuts from the back
to the customers.

“Everybody eats cookies, and though they may not
be as healthy as vegetables, they taste really good,
and that’s why people like them,” said Colvin Run
team member Christian Hansen.

Cameron Beem, another team member, said he
enjoyed the research part of the project. The team
went on three separate field trips as part of their
preparation.

“We went to a place that made food for airplanes,
and we got to see how much food they made, but
also how clean they kept it at all times,” he said. “We
also went to the Potomac Vegetable Farm to learn
about where milk, eggs and butter came from, and
the same day we went to Colvin Run Mill, where we
saw how grain is turned into flour.”

The Brick Tank, a team made up of students from
Leesburg, also had a sweet tooth in mind for their
project. They created a donut shop, and team mem-
ber Gage Bennett predicted that “this shop could
make about a million dollars per day, that’s how much
everybody loves the doughnut shop.”

The Lego Crushers, a group of third graders from
Great Falls Elementary School, created the
“Diningsaurus Snack Attack 3000,” a device that had

Lego Expo Awards
Amazing Movement award: MACHINE, Colvin Run

Elementary School. Harrison Langpaul, Maxwell Dumas,
Alec Butler, Danny O’Connor, Will Piper and Dean Angles.

Simple Awesome Machine award: Lego Spies, Colvin
Run Elementary School. Christian Hansen, Shilai Li, Parker
Hoang, Cameron Beem, Nicolas Musy, Gavin Smith.

Magnificent Minds award: Lego Crushers, Great Falls
Elementary School. Jack Bateman, Will Kiser, Gabe Paier,
Shibli Nomani, Colleen Sherry, Andreas Voyages.

Reaching for the Sky award: Boloubots, Hallaboulou,
Ruth Morgan, Eric Gamble, Jake Wilson, Bella Boson, Asa
Moran.

Explosive Ideas award: Flaming Foodineers, Greenbriar
West Elementary School. Adrian Kim, Ryan Chee, Ryan
Choi, Ria Agrawal, Rakendu Malladi.

Brilliant Brains award: Soaring Eagles, Floris Elementary
School. Dhriti Gampa, Raj Vats, Advika Jhingran, Maansi
Taori, Arnav Batra.

Rising Stars award: All Star Lego Team: Floris
Elementary School: Vikas Nanduri, Anand Vinod, Ryan
Tuller, Raghav Tirumale.

Fantastic Design award: The Brick Tank, Leesburg, Va.:
Alexandra Danilowicz, Matty Coyle, Auston Johnson.

Colvin Run Hosts Lego League Expo
Eight Junior First Lego
League teams present food
safety projects.

The MACHINE team
from Colvin Run El-
ementary School at the
Junior First Lego
League Expo at Colvin
Run Mill Elementary
Saturday, March 17.

From left, Harrison
Langpaul and Alec
Butler, students at
Colvin Run Elementary
School, examine their
potato chip factory
made of Lego bricks
during the Junior First
Lego League Expo
Saturday, March 17 at
Colvin Run Elementary.

See Lego League,  Page 5

Photos by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection
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From Page 4

a wide variety of applications, including
food delivery, cheese grating and an emer-
gency delivery vehicle to make sure al food
deliveries get through.

“We started simple, but when we got the
idea of a dinosaur, we started to add more
and more,” said team member Colleen
Sherry. “Our research was fun too, we went
to the Safeway and saw how food was de-
livered, stored, packaged and sold.”

Team member Will Kiser said the process
consisted of “a lot of trial and error, but we
were able to put a lot of our ideas on top of
each other, and they fit together better once
we started adding wheels.”

EACH TEAM won a prize for their efforts,
and students from the First Lego League
team based out of Kilmer Middle School and
members of the Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and Technology’s STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math) Ambassadors program served as
judges.

“Our goal as ambassadors is to support
events like this and other science events to
help students get involved in the science
and technology mindset from an early age,”
said Thomas Jefferson freshman Annie Tho-

mas. “That way, they’ll be able to figure out
what they like early on.”

Kilmer eighth grader Dhriti Vij said the
experience was a welcome window into the
world of the younger members of First Lego
League.

“I never did Junior First Lego League, so
it was cool to see how these students start
off with their designs,” she said.

Gavin Smith, of the Lego Spies
team from Colvin Run Elementary
School, examines another team’s
project during the Junior First
Lego League Expo at Colvin Run
Elementary Saturday, March 17.

Lego League Expo
at Colvin Run
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OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY,

MARCH 24 & 25

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Centreville
15430 Meherrin Ct .............. $574,999 .....Sun 1-4..........Donny Samson......Samson Props...703-864-4894
6336 Gun Mount Ct.............$319,000 .....Sun 1-4.....Marguerite Roland................RE/MAX...703-577-4538

Chantilly
43885 Sherando Ct ............. $749,999 .....Sun 1-4..........Donny Samson......Samson Props...703-864-4894

Clifton
12522 Knollbrook Dr........$1,175,000 .....Sun 1-4...Carol Hermandorfer.......Long & Foster...703-503-1812
7004 Balmoral Forest Rd..$1,125,000 .....Sun 1-4...Carol Hermandorfer.......Long & Foster...703-503-1812
7412 Union Ridge Rd.......$1,124,900 ... Sun 12-3...........Lisa Clayborne.......Long & Foster...703-502-8145

Fairfax
12210 Grassy Hill Ct............$419,900 .....Sun 1-4...................Faye Fava......Samson Props...703-608-7897

Herndon
12007 Meadowville Ct .........$749,900 .....Sun 1-4......... Irene Schiffman...............Weichert...703-593-7848
411 Patrick Ln.....................$325,000 .....Sun 1-4.............Karen Kidwell.......Long & Foster...703-216-7437

Manassas
10210 Leatherleaf Ct ...........$639,990 .....Sun 1-4.....Marguerite Roland................RE/MAX...703-577-4538

McLean
6843 Strata St.....................$625,000 .....Sun 1-5................Ann Romer...............Weichert...703-597-4289

Oakton
10862 Meadow Pond Ln......$949,000 .....Sun 1-4...........Casey Samson......Samson Props...703-508-2535
2801 Marshall Lake Dr ..... $1,498,000 .....Sun 1-3.............Mark Goedde....Coldwell Banker...703-938-5600

Potomac Falls
20249 Water Mark Pl...........$979,000 .....Sun 1-4..Marianne McKittrick ................RE/MAX...703-444-3111

Sterling
20 Monarch Dr....................$245,000 .....Sun 1-4............George Bright.........Allstar Props...703-421-6642

Vienna
116 Cherry Cir., SW..........$1,300,000 .....Sun 1-4.............Susan Fadoul.......Long & Foster...703-402-1717
408 Park St., SE...............$1,189,000 .....Sun 1-3 ...............Gary Alcorn.......Long & Foster...703-556-8600
2019 Spring Branch Dr.....$1,125,000 .....Sun 1-4...................Pat Stack...............Weichert...703-597-4289
2534 Babcock Rd................$939,900 .....Sun 1-4...............Dan Mleziva................RE/MAX...703-380-9915
1410 Celesta Ct...................$650,000 .....Sun 1-4 ............ Paula Stewart...............Weichert...703-408-5854

1410 Celesta Court, Vienna • $650,000
Open Sunday 1–4 p.m. • Paula Stewart,

Weichert, 703-408-5854

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

News

T
he Tidal Basin in Washington may have
its famous cherry blossoms, but Great
Falls residents need only walk down to
the river for a display of shimmering, lu-

minescent blue that some botanists say is the better
show: the annual explosion of a riverine wildflower
called the Virginia Bluebell.

Every year in mid-April, the forest floor along the
Potomac erupts in an understory of lush blues and
occasional pinks, but this year, following an unsea-
sonably warm winter, the show is likely to begin much
earlier, which is just fine with Great Falls painter Hwa
Crawford. Crawford, a student of the bluebell, is of-
fering her interpretation of the annual botanic won-
der with a display of landscapes that opens March
31 in a fine art gallery in Middleburg. Many of her
oil paintings feature the flower—and just in time for
the natural display along the river.

The bluebell, also known less romantically as the
Virginia Cowslip or Lungwort Oysterleaf, is a deni-
zen of the Potomac river bottomlands and islands in
the Potomac. It has a tubular flower that starts as a
pinkish-blue blossom, graduates to an intense blue
and fades to a softer, more pastel color as Spring
progresses. In Riverbend Park and along the river
further north, masses of the plants dazzle the eye,
particularly in the early light of morning.

The subtle transformation of the bluebell’s color
relates to the flower’s annual dance with pollinators.
These include various bees, butterflies and even hum-
mingbirds. The change from a pinkish pigmentation
to intense blue is precipitated by a change in the
plant’s alkalinity. When the bluebell is ready for the
pollinators’ visits, it takes on a hue more likely to
attract them.

FOR GREAT FALLS RESIDENTS, one of the best
places to see the flowers is Riverbend Park. From
the visitor center, walk either north or south on the

hiking path along the river. Good viewing is also avail-
able from the recreation area at the end of Seneca
Road, although this is more difficult to traverse and
requires good hiking skills.

In normal years with cold winters, the peak view-
ing time is around April 18. For those who want to
see the colorful wild display this year, determining
the best time to go is tricky. The flowers could peak
as early as March 25, depending on the weather. For
the best advice on timing, call Riverbend Park (703-
759-9018), which will revise its blooming forecast
daily, based on temperatures in late March and ob-
servations of the plants in the park.

In the meantime, you can get a different perspec-
tive on the wildflowers by checking out Crawford’s
paintings. They will be on display at the Barrel Oak
Fine Art Gallery and Tasting Room, 8 East Washing-
ton Street in Middleburg. A reception will be held
on Saturday, March 31, from 4 to 7 p.m., with wine
and light refreshments. The exhibit, which also in-
cludes other Crawford landscapes and riverscapes
from the Great Falls area and nearby, will hang
throughout the bluebell blooming season. You can
also see some of Crawford’s work on her website:
www.hwacrawford.com.

CRAWFORD’S CONNECTION with the flowers is
personal. “Our family is very musical and whenever
I think about bluebells, I think of trumpet players.
The shape of the flower is the main reason—like a
trumpet. I get excited and feel I’m moving with the
rhythm. I’m not just painting. I’m observing all the
changes in the flowers. I talk to them like little ba-
bies.”

Crawford is a member of Great Falls Studios, a
group of about 100 artists who live or work in Great
Falls (www.GreatFallsStudios.com). The organization
conducts an annual trek along the river so that art-
ists and photographers can find inspiration in the
bluebell display, which it bills as one of the “Seven
Wonders of Great Falls.”

If you walk along the Potomac, you may find
Crawford painting on location (she is a “plein air”
artist, referring to painting outdoors). Talk to her,
and you’ll discover a cheerleader for the colorful little
plant and its promise of coming Spring. “I’m just
waiting for the bluebells to come out,” she said re-
cently. “That’s a sign the days are getting longer and
sunnier, and it makes me happy to think about it.”

Ready for the Bluebells
in Great Falls
The most spectacular
wildflower display in
Great Falls coincides with
a new oil-painting exhibit
by a local artist.

Bluebells line the hiking
path along the Potomac in
Riverbend Park in this oil
painting by Hwa Crawford.
An exhibition of Crawford’s
paintings, many of Great
Falls scenes, will open
March 31 in Middleburg.
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Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

Sotheby’s International Realty

Swann Daingerfield Penthouse $789,500
A rare opportunity to live in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria.
The elegant, historic Swann Dangerfield condominium has a spacious
20ft x 13 ft. living room with 11 1/2 foot ceilings and marble fireplace,
dining room with 2nd fireplace, kitchen with sunny breakfast area,
spacious 2nd bedroom. Large Master Bedroom, Master Bathroom and
Dressing Room. Balcony overlooking courtyard garden. Elevator,
private parking and large storage area. This sought after location at
the corner of Prince Street and S. Columbus Street is only two blocks
away from King Street and Washington Street. Perfect for gracious
living and convenient to all amenities of Old Town, Alexandria.

For private showings please contact
Cindy Byrnes Golubin 202-437-3861

Case Day
went to elementary, middle and

even fellow Langley students to
explain what Case Day was and
what it hoped to accomplish.

“My job was to focus on getting
in touch with the junior class, to
get them involved and get them a
glimpse of what happens so they’re
ready to pick it up next year as
seniors,” said Tommy Orme of the
education committee. “We were
able to speak to government
classes and get people involved,
because we wanted them to be in
the audience asking questions.”

Other school clubs were also in-
volved. The History Honor Soci-
ety created Facebook pages for
each Supreme Court Justice using
their past decisions to guess what
they might think about the current
cases. The Science Honor Soci-
ety gave a presentation about
how adolescent brains might not
develop the adult level of deci-
sion making until they were
older, bringing into question
whether or not it is just to im-
prison someone whose brain
hasn’t fully developed yet.

THE DAY also featured discus-
sions by groups who wrote amicus
briefs for the Supreme Court case,
including Amnesty International,
the Equal Justice Initiative, the
Former Juvenile Court Judges, the
National District Attorney’s Asso-
ciation, the American Probation
and Parole Association, the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund and the Na-
tional Organization of Victims of
Juvenile Lifers.

“It’s really energizing to see so
many people so wrapped up and
interested in advocating for people
who are in need of it,” said Ben-
jamin Maxymuk of the Equal Jus-
tice Initiative. “It motivates me to
work harder.”

For the event coordinators,
Chaffee Duckers, Sun Park and
Alicia Underhill, Case Day con-
sumed their lives since they were
chosen last December. While the
trio, as well as their classmates,
put in months of hard work,
Underhill called it an amazing ex-
perience.

“My favorite part of putting to-
gether this whole day has been
talking to the students and seeing
how we’ve all come together with
various talents and combined ef-
fort to bring it together,” she said.
“I’ve met so many people that I
didn’t know before, I’ve seen sides
of people that really impressed me
and I think we’ve done a really
great job in our last big project
together as a senior class before
graduation.”

News

From Page 3

For a free digital subscription to
one or all of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to www.con
nectionnewspapers.com/
subscribe

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail: goinggreen
@connection newspapers.com



8  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  March 21-27, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion

‘Practices That Undermine Trust’
Virginia gets a failing
grade on ethics rules.

T
he State Integrity Investigation is
“designed to expose practices that
undermine trust in state capitols —
and spotlight the states that are

doing things right.”
Virginia got a failing grade, ranking 47 out

of 50 states for vulnerability to corruption. Cor-
ruption in the Commonwealth is probably not
any more rampant than voter fraud. But in
terms of practices that could undermine trust,
Virginia has vast room for improvement.

Here are a few comments
about Virginia from the investi-
gation (can’t call them high-
lights):

 “The Old Dominion is one of nine states with
no statewide ethics commission, one of four
states with no campaign finance limits and one
of only two states (South Carolina is the other)
where the part-time legislators handpick the

judges before whom many of them practice law.
“With 8.1 million residents, Virginia is the

12th most populous state in the union. But its
part-time lawmakers have one of the shortest
meeting schedules in the country — 30 days
in odd-numbered years and 60 days in even-
numbered years. At that speed, lobbyists of
necessity have been elevated from influence
peddlers to trusted advisers and authors of
laws.”

Virginia has admirable disclosure of cam-
paign contributions, earning a near perfect
grade on citizen access to campaign finance
records. The credit on the transparency of ac-
tual contributions to candidates belongs to the
Virginia Public Access Project, vpap.org, more
than the Commonwealth.

But the benefit of access to information on
campaign finance is overshadowed by “lax
oversight rules, weak consumer representation
protections, dwindling capitol press corps and
coziness between political and economic elites.
... Meanwhile, the few ethics and disclosure
requirements that do exist tend to be flawed,

limited or fraught with exemptions and quali-
fications,” according to the report.

A couple of examples of laws and practices
that could undermine trust:

❖ Virginia has no limits on financial contribu-
tions to political candidates. Literally. Compa-
nies and individuals can give unlimited amounts
to any and all state and local elected officials,
with some very limited restriction on timing.

❖ The licensing of car title loan companies,
and allowing those companies in Virginia to
lend to out-of-state car owners is clearly not in
the interests of consumers or the communities
where these storefronts are located.

❖ Despite a groundswell of indignation about
a state law that sets the start date for public
schools rather than allowing local school dis-
tricts to set their own calendar, the entertain-
ment industry prevailed this year again.

❖ Votes in subcommittees, where many im-
portant reforms go to die, are not recorded and
not available to the public.

See Virginia’s report card (overall grade: F)
http://www.stateintegrity.org/virginia

Delegate Lists Assembly’s Legislative Successes

Editorial

By Barbara Comstock

State Delegate (R-34)

T
he General Assembly com-
pleted the 2012 regular
session on Saturday

evening, March 10, shortly after
10 p.m. The last week was ex-
tremely busy as the House and
Senate worked to negotiate joint
compromises on many bills that
will now be sent to the Governor.
Many of these important initiatives
never make the headlines but they
do impact our everyday lives and

these are the areas
where I have
worked to make a
difference in im-
proving our jobs

and economy, our schools, our
transportation network and our
quality of life. We also just re-
ceived the great news that
Virginia’s unemployment rate hit
a three year low of 5.8% — a tes-
tament to the fact that we continue
to make jobs our #1 priority and
Virginia remains #1 for jobs.

The following highlights some of
the key measures that I promoted
and passed during this session:

❖ Economic Development
and Reform:

HB 33, The Fair and Open Com-
petition in Government Contract-
ing Act: This bill I introduced pro-
vides for fair and open competi-
tion in contracting bids and allows
our 96% non-union workforce to
fairly compete with union work-
ers. My bill was passed in the

House and the Senate. This will
increase the creation of Virginia
jobs, increase competition, and
provide our taxpayers with more
miles of transportation and infra-
structure solutions for every dol-
lar we spend, while guaranteeing
a level playing field for Virginia
workers. This bill received strong
support throughout the business
community, including the Fairfax
and Loudoun Chambers and the
Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors.

HB 216, Retail Sales And Use
Tax Exemption For Data Centers:
This bill I championed provides tax
incentives for the large and grow-
ing business of data centers. The
industry is expected to grow by
hundreds of millions of dollars in
the coming years and we want to
keep Virginia a top destination. We
need to continue to diversify our
economy by focusing on private
sector commercial markets where
we have a competitive advantage.
This bill passed unanimously in
both the House and the Senate.
The bill was also supported by our
state and local Chambers of Com-
merce, and was a top priority of
the Northern Virginia Technology
Council (NVTC).

HB 1013, Extending The Capi-
tal Gains Tax Exemption: I intro-
duced this legislation to extend the
current capital gains exemption
for new tech investments in the
Commonwealth to free up our en-
trepreneurs to risk their capital
and create jobs across the Com-
monwealth. Again, this measure

passed overwhelmingly in the
House and the Senate with the
broad support of our NOVA busi-
ness community and has already
been signed by the Governor.

HB 551, Extending The
Telework Tax Credit: This bill will
extend the Telework Tax Credit,
which I passed last year, through
December 31, 2016. The Tax
Credit is already being utilized by
over 174 employers and we will
continue to work with our busi-
ness community and state and lo-
cal officials to promote the tax
credit to more businesses. The bill
passed unanimously in both the
House and the Senate. This bill
was also supported by NVTC and
our technology community as
well, as state and local Chambers
of Commerce.

❖ Transportation:
HB 545, VDOT Incident Man-

agement: I introduced this bill to
allow VDOT vehicles to drive on a
portion of the highway other than
a roadway at, en route to, or from
the scene of a traffic accident. Con-
gestion related delays can cost
millions. This will help relieve traf-
fic congestion at the site of a traf-
fic accident, allowing VDOT to
reach the scene sooner and clear
blocked roads more quickly. This
bill was passed unanimously in the
both the House and Senate and
has already been signed by the
Governor.

HB 599, Northern Virginia
Transportation District: I spon-
sored this bill to require the Com-

monwealth Transportation Board,
in cooperation with VDOT and lo-
cal governments, to objectively
evaluate all Northern Virginia
highway and transit projects and
provide a quantitative rating as to
the ability of each to cost effec-
tively reduce traffic congestion.
This will help ensure that tax dol-
lars are being spent on highway
and public transit projects that will
do the most to relieve traffic con-
gestion. The bill passed in the
House this year and last year and
this year we were able to rally sup-
port to get the Senate to support
it this year despite the opposition
of some Northern Virginia Sena-
tors last year.

❖ Education:
HB 1063, Starting School Before

Labor Day: I sponsored HB 1063,
which would have eliminated the
so-called King’s Dominion law and
allow local school boards to set the
school calendar and determine the
opening of the school year, and
eliminate the post-Labor Day
opening requirement. It would
give all our students an equal op-
portunity to learn and perform
better on standardized tests. The
bill was endorsed by the Governor,
the Speaker, the Fairfax Chamber
of Commerce, and the Virginia
School Board Association. This bill
was passed in the House with a
strong bipartisan vote of 76-23 but
was killed by the Senate and un-
fortunately opposed by a Fairfax
Senator on a key committee.

See Comstock,  Page 9
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

Prefinished Flooring

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

Spring Sale!
Lowest Prices of the Year!

Spring Sale!
Lowest Prices of the Year!

❖ Human Trafficking:
HB 546, Cracking Down On

Crime And HumanTrafficking: I
introduced this bill to crack down
on the heinous and growing prac-
tice of gang crimes expanding into
human trafficking and prostitu-
tion. This legislation was re-
quested by gang investigator with
the Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment after observing, over the past
years, the growth of gangs such as
MS-13 operating prostitution rings
in Fairfax, Arlington and Alexan-
dria. These traffickers are forcing
minor girls as young as 12 into
these criminal enterprises. These
unspeakable crimes against young
girls and children must be at-
tacked with the full force of the
law. It passed unanimously in both
the House and the Senate and will
soon be signed by the Governor.

❖ Health Care Bills:
HB 83, Information on Breast

Density: I sponsored HB 83, which
will require the Board of Health
to establish guidelines requiring all
mammogram reports to include
information on breast density and
inform women with dense breast
tissue, as determined by the physi-
cian, that supplementary screening
tests may be beneficial, depending
on individual risk factors. This bill
passed unanimously in both the
House and the Senate and was al-
ready signed by the Governor.

HB 1106, Insurance Coverage
for Autistic Children: Early this
session we passed emergency leg-
islation, which the Governor has
signed, to license behavior ana-
lysts and assistant behavior ana-
lysts who treat children with au-
tism. This bill clarifies legislation

that we passed last year, HB 2467,
which mandated health insurance
coverage for autism and behavior
analysis.

❖ Veterans:
HB 548, Higher Education For

Active Duty Military: I introduced
this bill at the suggestion of a
George Mason University em-
ployee to require higher educa-
tional institutions to implement
policies that help provide accom-
modations for students called to
active military duty to complete
their college degrees. This bill was
passed unanimously in both the
House and the Senate and has al-
ready been signed by the Governor.

❖ Water Quality Issues:
Restored Virginia Membership

In The Interstate Commission On
The Potomac River Basin. I am
pleased that I was also able to
work with my colleagues and the
Governor’s office to reinstate Vir-
ginia into the Interstate Commis-
sion on the Potomac River Basin,
the entity that promotes water-
shed based initiatives with an in-
tergovernmental focus and edu-
cates the public about water qual-
ity and resources issues.

To see the bills I have introduced
this year and co-patroned and
their outcome you can go to the
General Assembly website: http:/
/ l i s . v i r g i n i a . g o v / c g i - b i n /
legp604.exe?121+mbr+H214
and to my website:
www.delegatecomstock.com Next
week, I will provide an update on
the Budget situation which unfor-
tunately has not been completed.
While the House passed a budget,
the Senate refused to vote on a
budget at all and negotiations are
still continuing.

From Page 8

Comstock
Opinion

Letter to the Editor

Democrats
Default on their
Duty
To the Editor:

With a lot of our attention fo-
cused on the Presidential and Con-
gressional races this year, we need
to keep in mind what has been
happening in the Virginia General
Assembly session in Richmond.

In short, the Senate Democrats
failed in their constitutional duty to
pass a state budget. The session ad-
journed without approving a budget,
which is the first time that this has
happened that anyone can remem-
ber. So, an upcoming special session
is required to pass a budget.

Importantly, one of our newest
senators, Barbara Favola, who rep-

resents parts of Arlington, Fairfax,
and Loudoun Counties (and also
my Senator), was AWOL in the
Senate when the budget vote was
taken. Where was she you ask?
She was taping a TV show with a
national media outlet. That shows
where her priorities lie — not with
her constituents.

This is a disgrace to all Virginians.
Please let Senator Favola know how
displeased you are with her behav-
ior of holding the budget hostage
and harming our local governments,
schools, and kids, just for reasons
of raw political power.

Howie Lind
Chairman, 10th Congressional

District
Republican Committee
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Asset Graph for Fairfax County (Grades 8, 10, 12)  
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Number of Assets 

Bullied Someone (year)

Sex (ever)

Alcohol Use (30 days)

Carried a Weapon (year)

Marijuana Use (30 days)

Binge Drinking (2 wks)

Cigarette Use (30 days)

Gang Member (ever)

Three to Succeed:  Youth who have three assets are less likely to engage in risky 
behavior than youth who have none.  

Hours of Sleep per School Night  (Grades 8, 10, 12)  

4 or less 
hours
5.1% 5 hours

10.4%

6 hours
21.9%

7 hours
29.7%

8 hours
23.5%

9 hours
7.4%

10+ hours
2.1%

Fairfax County

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

First in a three part series.

P
eriodically, Fairfax County conducts a youth
survey which polls thousands of students
to get a glimpse into issues of substance
abuse, antisocial behaviors as well as fac-

tors such as mental health and civic engagements.
This is the sixth year the survey has been conducted
(the first was in 2001), and in the 2010 Fairfax County
Youth Survey was completed by 32,953 students in
eighth, 10th and 12th grade, representing 85.6 per-
cent of enrolled students in those grades.

The survey was previously conducted in 2001, 2003,
2005, 2008, 2009 and 2010. Over time, more spe-
cific questions regarding risk factors and general
health questions have been included. In 2008, the
survey was administered in random English class-
rooms in every school, but in 2009 the county adopted
a census-like approach, where all students in the tar-
geted grades were encouraged to participate.

“For the last few years, we’ve conducted the survey
every year, because it helps us learn about certain
behaviors our youth are doing, and that’s informa-
tion we can use to plan our prevention efforts,” said
Marcus Allen of the county’s Department of Neigh-
borhood and Community Services. “The data shows
us the way behaviors are trending and we use that
for short and long-term planning.”

Of the completed surveys, 2,554 were rejected due
to fewer than eight questions answered, information

was missing, the student reported a use of a fictitious
drug called BTM that was mentioned or a student
answered “I was not honest at all” on the final ques-
tion.

The survey itself consisted of 203 questions, which
were derived from such sources as the U.S. Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Administration’s Commu-
nities That Care Youth survey, the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention’s Youth Risk Behavior Survey
and others.

A PRIMARY FOCUS of the 2010 survey was on “as-
sets” by students, which, according to the survey are
“strengths in young people, their families, schools and
communities that help them thrive in health, in school
and daily life and in a safe environment.”

The county polled students on six of these: personal
integrity, regular community service, recognition by
teachers for good work, having adults to talk to, ex-
tracurricular activity participation and having parents
available for help.

“We’ve found that the presence of three of these
assets dramatically reduces the risk of these students
engaging in risky behavior. It’s simple really: the more
assets they have, the less likely it is they’re going to
engage in these behaviors,” Allen said. “It’s not all
negative, we want to make sure we’re reinforcing how
important these assets are, because it directly affects
the likelihood of success.”

For example, students with at least three assets are
almost half as likely to have had sex, used marijuana
in the last 30 days, binged on alcohol in the past two
weeks, smoked a cigarette within the last 30 days or

joined a gang.
Other risky behaviors such as bullying someone,

carrying a weapon and using alcohol within the last
30 days were also reduced by having at least three
assets.

Extracurricular activities and civic involvement are
two of the assets that students can control. Accord-
ing to the survey, 55.8 percent of students reported
being involved in some sort of extracurricular activ-
ity once a week, while only 9.2 percent reported never
having been involved in an extracurricular activity.

The survey also found that as grade level increases,
so does the likelihood of a student getting involved
in activities.

Many community groups use the survey to shape
their programming and outreach efforts from year to
year. Debbie Witchey of the Safe Community Coali-
tion, which hosts programs designed to raise aware-
ness of issues mostly in the Langley and McLean high
school pyramids, says it’s a very useful tool to have.

“We look at trends to see what areas of risk are
increasing, particularly in areas where the numbers
are higher than the rest of the local community or
the national average,” she said. “We decided a few
years ago that the survey was going to be our pri-
mary resource when it comes to programming. We
feel like it’s quantifiable, empirical data that is very
helpful when trying to compare statistics with the rest
of the county.”

Witchey also said that they make sure to keep the
data in context.

“The survey isn’t the be-all, end-all in terms of what
we do, we also do exit surveys at all of our programs
and make sure we’re keeping in touch with teachers
and administrators,” she said.

The SCC recently hosted a forum covering all as-

pects of teen dating violence, and Witchey said that
was in response to the data they saw in the survey.

“We were seeing a rise in students that said they
were experiencing physical and emotional abuse, and
we wanted to make sure we got information out to
students, families, parents and school staff so they
can be aware of the dynamic,” she said. “Often times
abuse begins with emotional abuse, which if left un-
checked, can lead to physical abuse.”

Other findings:
❖ Nearly seventy percent of students responding

report sleeping less than eight hours per night.
❖ Fifty-four percent said they had been bullied.
❖ Five percent of teens report physical abuse by a

dating partner.
❖ Twenty-three percent report emotional abuse by

a dating partner.
❖ Thirty-eight percent of 10th graders and 34 per-

cent of 12th graders reported that they have adults in
the community they can talk to.

❖ Thirty-six percent of 12th graders reported con-
suming alcohol in the past month.

❖ More 12th graders reported using marijuana (18.9
percent) than reported smoking cigarettes (12.8 per-
cent) in the previous 30 days.

❖ Thirty-two percent of students surveyed in grades
8, 10 and12 said they had been depressed in the past
year.

THE COUNTY has prepared an online toolkit for
families, school staff and other community organiza-
tions to find resources that will help prevent the risky
behaviors identified in the survey and reinforce the
importance of assets.

The toolkit can be found online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/prevention/toolkit.htm.

The 2010 Fairfax County Youth Survey shows how the presence of at least three “assets” can dramatically reduce
the odds of students engaging in risky behaviors such as sex, drug abuse and violent behaviors. Six assets are: high
personal integrity, performing community service, being recognized by teachers for good work, having adults in the
community to talk to, participating in extracurricular activities and having parents available to help.

Risky Behavior by the Numbers
Youth Survey highlights risks, assets for students.

Contributed

A Wrong Way to
Feel Cool
Area high school
students discuss
risky behaviors.

Viewpoints
The Connection high school interns

– Nikki Cheshire (Langley High),
Monika Bapna (Marshall High) and
Mary Grace Oakes (Madeira) –
asked area high school students:

❖ What type of risky behaviors do
some youth engage in  and what do
you think poses the greatest risk?

❖ Are there certain activities that
can lend themselves more to risky
behavior because of the nature of the
group?

Here are their responses.

See Viewpoint,  Page 11

Viewpoints

Sam Kyung, Grade: 11,
Marshall High School

“The most risky behaviors in my
opinion are drinking, and drinking
and driving.  Drinking and driving,
though, poses the greater risk be-
cause it affects everybody."

Magne Bugten, Grade: 12,
Langley High School

“Parties outside of school-related
activities, definitely cause risky
behavior. I feel like people who
don’t do extracurriculars are more
likely to party.”

—Nikki Cheshire

Adrienne Schmidt, Grade:
11, Langley High School

 “When parents aren’t close with
their child, they have the tendency
to rebel. It depends on the person,
but if you have a better relation-
ship with your parents then risky
behavior is less likely.”

Meigan McManus, Grade:
12, Langley High School

“I think something like drunk
driving is especially risky. If a per-
son is using drugs, it only really
affects them, but drunk driving
poses a highly dangerous situation
toward other people.”

Sherwin Zahirieh, Grade:
12, Langley High School

“People drive recklessly, risking
their life, which can obviously re-
sult in disaster. People do all sorts
of drugs and drink alcohol every
weekend. Drunk driving definitely
poses the greatest risk, since people
think they’re invincible.”

Jennifer Oler, Grade: 12,
McLean High School

“I think drunk driving definitely
poses the greatest risk because
you’re not only putting yourself in
danger but everyone else driving
then too."

“When there is a larger group of
people, teenagers tend to do stu-
pid things that they most likely
wouldn’t do if they were by them-
selves or just with a couple of
people.”

— Mary Grace Oakes

Makenzie Parent, Grade: 12,
The Madeira School

“Binge drinking is probably the
most dangerous behavior because
it can easily and rapidly get out of
hand, causing hospitalizations."

“I think when there is a big group
involved, that group mentality cre-
ates more peer pressure, so kids
might feel forced to do something
they would not if they were just
with a small group of friends.”

Kristen Bilowus, Grade: 12,
The Madeira School

“I think DUIs pose the greatest
risk to kids because so many deaths
are caused by this every year, and
the legal repercussions are so se-
vere.”

Annie Wattenmaker, Grade:
12, The Madeira School

“The most common risky behav-
ior is drinking and driving. So
many kids in this area drink and
drive all the time without thinking
of the risks.”

Joey Phoon, Grade: 11,
Marshall High School

“Teenage parties are where most
kids get access to these things, so
any events that have a lot of teen-
agers together and no parent su-
pervision lend themselves to alco-
hol and drug use.”

—Monika Bapna

Nick Nelson, Grade: 11,
Marshall High School

“Fatigue, I think, is the biggest
problem with teens these days.
When students drive to school, for
example, it can lead to so many
accidents in the morning if they are
tired."

"Procrastination, extracurricular
activities, and all the things that
teenagers have to do these days
causes fatigue.”
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

C
an playing the piano strengthen
a child’s reading and math
skills? Can joining a school
band be a catalyst for building

self-confidence? Does one develop strong
analytical abilities by taking violin lessons?
Some music experts say yes.

“Every minute that you’re engaged in
music, you’re applying more than one con-
cept or one knowledge,” said Dr. Kevin
Strogher, Head of Music at The Heights
School in Potomac. “Music develops ana-
lytical thinking because it requires students
to be creative. They don’t just regurgitate
memorized facts. They have to apply those
facts.”

March is Music in Our Schools Month and
some music aficionados are trying to raise
awareness about impact of music education
on the lives of students. The National Asso-
ciation of Music Education in Reston cites
a strong body of evidence which shows that
participation in musical activities can en-
hance a student’s education. “For today’s

students to succeed tomorrow, they need a
comprehensive education that includes
music taught by exemplary music educa-
tors,” said Elizabeth Lasko, Assistant Execu-
tive Director, NAME. “Music In Our Schools
Month gives music teachers the chance
to…let everyone know how learning music
benefits kids, and how it contributes to their
growth and development both as students
and as future adult citizens.”

Instructors say playing music can boost
brain power. “Music helps build and develop
cognitive skills because you have to do three
or four things at the same time to perform
music,” said Holly Vesilind, music instruc-
tor at Westgate Elementary School in Falls
Church and a private flute instructor in
Fairfax. “It builds math skills because it in-
volves counting and fractions.

Experts say music activities can affect
social development. “Music ensembles work
much like team sports, students learn the
necessity of teamwork and collaboration,”
said Dr. James Criswell, director of the
Middle School advanced band and Upper
School wind ensemble and orchestra at St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School in Alexandria.

Strogher dispels the notion that the dis-
cipline attracts social misfits. “It is not just
the choir geeks or the band nerds,” he said.
“When [The Heights Men’s Chorus] was

During Music In Our
Schools Month,
musicians raise awareness
of the impact of music
education on the lives
of students.

Does Music Make Children Smarter?
McLean Youth Orchestra

The McLean Youth Orchestra presents MYO
Rocks! Sunday, March 25 at 3 p.m. at Oakcrest
School, 850 Balls Hill Road in McLean. Admis-
sion is $10 (free admission for children under
13). Visit http://mcleanyouthorchestra.org.

Considering Private Music Lessons?
When should students start taking

music lessons?
Between the ages of 5 and 6 for piano. Be-

tween the ages of nine and ten for wind
instruments or band instruments because stu-
dents have to have the lung capacity and the
finger stretch to perform on the instrument.

What is a good first step?
The piano is a great instrument to start on be-

cause it plays in every key and gives students a
deep understanding of musical harmony and
how music works in terms of cords, melody and
harmony.

— Holly Vesilind,

music instructor at Westgate Elementary School

Helen Fall of the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra mentors students from the
Sandburg Area Orchestra. Experts say students can benefit from expo-
sure to professional musicians through educational programs sponsored
by local symphony orchestras.

Oboist Elise Favia plays a solo during a
McLean Youth Orchestra concert.
Experts say playing music can develop
analytical thinking and boost reading
and math skills.

Students from Westgate Elementary School in Falls Church joined members of the Fairfax Symphony
Orchestra for the “Overture to Orchestra” program. The program introduces elementary school stu-
dents to the instruments and sounds of a symphony orchestra. Students (from left): Aidan Ordover,
Agnes Holmberg, Adam Haizoun, Matteo Betancourt, Katrina Maranon, Tharini Vayuvegula and Yusra
Adan. FSO members (from left): Ashley Batten, narrator; Eric Moore, horn; Paul Johnson, trumpet;
Mike Bunn, tuba; Andrew Skaggs, trombone; Chris Ferrari, trumpet.
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Visit These Houses of Worship

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ...

703-938-7736
Washington Christian Church...

703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...

703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ...

703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ...

703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ...
703-255-7075

Fellowship Baptist Church ...
703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ...
703-938-8525

The Light Mission Church ...
703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ...
703-281-4400

New Union Baptist Church...
703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center...

202-331-2122
Church of the Brethern

Oakton Church of the Brethern ...
 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ...

703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ...
703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ...

703-938-6521
Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991

St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church...
703-759-6068

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church...
703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ...

703-759-3509
Church of the Good Shepherd ...

703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336

Ephiphany United Methodist ...
703-938-3494

Great Falls United Methodist...
703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ...
703-938-1233

Vale United Methodist ...
703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ...
571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ...
703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Celebration Center
for Spiritual Living

... 703-560-2030
Christian Assembly Church ...

703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church

...703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ...

703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ...

703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian
Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ...
703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...

703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

SmithChapel@live.com
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

performing in Austria recently, we had the
[school’s] best lacrosse player with us, we
had baseball players, basketball players. In
fact, most of our top athletes are also in the
music program. It is actually a cool thing to
be in music.”

So, what do students think? “Music al-
lows people from different social groups to
bond and come together over a common
interest,” said Connor Ortman, a sophomore
at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes.

“Regardless of a student’s level, partici-
pation in music education teaches the im-
portance of teamwork and collaboration as
a group as well as individual discipline and
preparation, much like athletics,” added St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School sophomore
Kathryn Cavallo.

EXPERTS SAY early musical experiences
benefit even the youngest musicians. “We
focus on experiences, the process and over-
all music making through movement, sing-
ing and instrument playing,” said Julie
Mueller, a music teacher at Arlington’s
Jamestown Elementary School.

Earlier this month, the Jamestown El-
ementary School chorus joined other stu-
dent choral groups from around the world

for the “Concert for Music in Our School’s
Month,” an annual musical experience
sponsored by The National Association of
Music Education. “Events like these are
wonderful opportunities to encourage the
students to develop their musical abilities
and to be part of activities with musicians
from all over,” said Dr. Maritza Sadowsky, a
music teacher at Jamestown.

Music educators want musical interest to
extend beyond a month-long effort. “We
hope that because of advocacy efforts such
as [Music in Our School’s Month ]…that
parents will encourage their children to get
and stay involved in music,” said Lasko.

One means of involvement say educators
is exposure to professional musicians
through educational programs sponsored by
local symphony orchestras. “Having been a
school strings and band teacher, myself, I
understand how the voices of professional
musicians who come into the classroom can
reinforce the instruction the teachers give,”
said Helen Fall, a Fairfax Symphony Orches-
tra Violist.

Hall and other FSO members mentor stu-
dents as part of programs like Symphony
Creating Outreach Resources for Educators
(SCORE) and Overture to Orchestra. Over-
ture to Orchestra is designed to introduce
elementary school students to the instru-

ments and sounds of a symphony orchestra
through in-school concerts performed by
chamber ensembles from the FSO. The
SCORE program offers extensive master
classes, individual sectional instruction, and
“side-by-side” rehearsals to middle and high
school bands and orchestras.

“The students are always excited to have
us come. They feel they are getting extra
special attention, and having a pro on ev-
ery instrument makes them all feel impor-
tant,” said Fall who teaches violin and viola
in her home studio in Fairfax.

The FSO allows students ages 6-18 to join
the Student Passport Club where members
get $5 tickets to symphony performances.
Young music enthusiasts also have an op-
portunity to play symphonic instruments
and meet members of the orchestra.

“The FSO concentrates on providing its
programs to areas where students have lim-
ited access to private music instruction or
consistent support for their music studies
in the home,” said Elizabeth Murphy, FSO
President and CEO. “These are the students
who will benefit most from one-on-one ex-
posure to the instruments and professional
musicians.”

OFFICIALS FROM THE MCLEAN OR-
CHESTRA created the McLean Youth Or-

Music in Our Schools Enhances Education
From Page 12 chestra (MYO) to cultivate the talent of

musically advanced middle and high school
students. “MYO students not only learn to
read and play music better, but working
with our conductors and section coaches,
they also learn the discipline, team work,
self-reliance and confidence required to be
an effective ensemble member,” said Aileen
Pisciotta, President-Elect of the McLean
Orchestra.

On Sunday, March 25, MYO musicians
will present MYO Rocks! “This is [the
orchestra’s] first-ever ‘fusion’ concert,” said
Pisciotta. “The students will perform a
couple of classical selections as well as ac-
company accomplished rock musicians on
some current as well as classic rock favor-
ites. This is an MYO outreach effort in-
tended to be a really fun exposure to sym-
phony music for teens who don’t normally
go to classical concerts.”

MYO oboist and Vienna resident Elise
Favia, believes the concert will be a hit with
her peers. “I am really big on modern
songs,” said Favia, who is a 10th Grade Stu-
dent at Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology in Alexandria. “I
actually don’t like classical music as much
as I do the others, but classical music on
the oboe is fun because the oboe is used a
lot.”
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Japanese Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Pansies
97¢

Reg. $1.89

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Flats of Pachysandra
(approx 100),

Ivy (approx 100)
and Vinca (approx 50)

$27.50

Just
Arrived

Citrus,
Fruit Trees,
Blueberries
and Herbs

Shredded Hardwood Mulch
$3.49 3 cu. ft.

Used RR Ties
$14.99

Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,
Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

See Entertainment,  Page 15

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 21
“Orphans of the Storm.” 8 p.m.

McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. D.W.
Griffith’s 1921 silent film, starring
sisters Lillian and Dorothy Gish in the
story of two young women in peril
during the French Revolution. $6-$8.
www.mcleancenter.org.

Digitour with Dave Days,
DeStorm, Ricky Ficarelli, Alex
Goot, Asher Monroe, Nice
Peter, The Key of Awesome and
WhatADayDerek. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave E Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Celtic Crossroads. 8 p.m. The Barns
at Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna.
Bluegrass, gypsy-folk and jazz. $27.
www.wolftrap.org.

Judging of Vienna Photographic
Society Photojournalism
Entries. 7:30 p.m. Thoreau Middle
School, 2505 Cedar Lane, Vienna.
Mary Ann Setton, past president and
past competition chair of the
Northern Virginia Photographic
Society will judge. 703-451-7298.

THURSDAY/MARCH 22
David Choi and Jeff LeBlanc. 8 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Youth Art Show Reception. 5:30-
7:30 p.m. McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Featuring artwork by McLean area
middle and high school students.
703-790-1953.

Art History Lecture Series. 10 a.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Second of four
Introductory Art History Lectures.
801-361-5464.

The Second City: Laugh Out Loud.
8 p.m. The Barns at Wolftrap, 1551
Trap Road, Vienna. Comedy. $24.
www.wolftrap.org.

“A View from the Bridge.” 7 p.m.
McLean High School, 1633 Davidson
Road, McLean. Tragedy by Arthur
Miller. $15 in advance, $20 at the
door.
mcleantheatrecompany@gmail.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 23
Virginia Opera: The Mikado. 8 p.m.

George Mason University’s Center for
the Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Gilbert and
Sullivan’s masterpiece, set in the
fictional Japanese town of Tiputu.
Sung in English with English
supertitles. $48-$98. 888-945-2468
or www.gmu.edu.

Family Skate Night. 6:30-8 p.m.
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St., Vienna. Admission $1.
Bring your own roller skates or in-
line skates (no scooters) and safety
equipment. Parents required to stay
with their children. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.

The Second City: Laugh Out Loud.
8 p.m. The Barns at Wolftrap, 1551
Trap Road, Vienna. Comedy. $24.
www.wolftrap.org.

Friday Afternoon Chess Group. 1
p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. All
ages and skill levels welcome. 703-
757-8560.

Derek Webb and Sandra
McCracken. 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

McLean Art Society. 10 a.m. Mclean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. With Susan Ellis,
realistic pastel artist. 703-790-0123.

“A View from the Bridge.” 7 p.m.
McLean High School, 1633 Davidson

Road, McLean. Tragedy by Arthur
Miller. $15 in advance, $20 at the
door.
mcleantheatrecompany@gmail.com.

SATURDAY/MARCH 24
McLean High School Historical

Reenactment Society. 1-4  p.m.
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.,
Alexandria. Members of McLean High
School’s historical reenactment
society will conduct demonstrations
about science in the 1700s. Explore
the Apothecary and its large variety
of objects, from poison bottles to
dragon’s blood. $6, includes a tour of
the museum. Reservations required
at 703-746-3852.

Fairfax County Mega Job Fair. 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
This year’s event includes a training
vouchers program for veterans to
enhance their job skills, a section for
youth employment services plus
recruiters from a wide variety of
employers and government agencies.
Co-hosted by Congressman Gerry
Connolly, the Fairfax County
SkillSource Centers and Business
Development Assistance Group.
Participating employers, business
resources partners, and program
agenda at
www.fairfaxmegajobfair.com.

Black-Top Banquet & Auction. 6
p.m. Great Falls United Methodist
Church, 10100 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Gourmet dinner,
entertainment and a live auction.
Proceeds will go toward resurfacing
the church parking lot. Tickets $50.
703-582-1640 or
c.wright@longandfoster.com.

McLean Orchestra. 8 p.m. Oakcrest
School, 850 Balls Hill Road, McLean.
Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on
a Theme of Thomas Tallis, Percy
Grainger’s Irish Tune from County
Derry (Danny Boy), Pietro Mascagni’s
Intermezzo from Cavelleria
Rusticana, Maurice Ravel’s Mother
Goose Suite and Bolero. Reception to
follow. http://mclean-orchestra.org.

VVFD Spring Bazaar. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Vienna Volunteer Fire Department,
400 Center St., Vienna. Crafts and
home based businesses, holiday
decorations and more. Lunch and
baked goods available for purchase.
Proceeds raise funds for life-saving
fire and rescue equipment. Free
admission. 703-309-3468 or
Dancers1023@aol.com.

“The Revenge of the Space Pandas
or Binky Rudich and the Two-

Speed Clock.” 3 p.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. For ages 6 and up. A
comedy by David Mamet. $8-$10.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Children’s Shows: Ralph’s World.
10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Chris Ayer, Matt Simons and
Adam Barnes at 7 p.m.;
Adrenaline Dance Music Party
at 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Harlem Globetrotters. 7:30 p.m.
George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Tickets available at
www.harlemglobetrotters.com or 1-
800-745-3000.

“A View from the Bridge.” 7 p.m.
McLean High School, 1633 Davidson
Road, McLean. Tragedy by Arthur
Miller. $15 in advance, $20 at the
door.
mcleantheatrecompany@gmail.com.

DC/VA 2012 MDA Muscle Walk. 8
a.m. George Mason University, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Help raise
funds to fight muscular dystrophy,
ALS and related muscle diseases.
Register at 703-476-5780 or
musclewalkmda.org/DCVirginia.

SUNDAY/MARCH 25
Virginia Opera: The Mikado. 2 p.m.

George Mason University’s Center for
the Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Gilbert and
Sullivan’s masterpiece, set in the
fictional Japanese town of Tiputu.
Sung in English with English
supertitles. $48-$98. 888-945-2468
or www.gmu.edu.

Merrifield Lions Club Snow Crab
Legs and Shrimp Feast. 1-4 p.m.
Dunn Loring Fire Department, 2148
Gallows Road, Dunn Loring. All you
can eat crab, shrimp, hot dogs, baked
beans, cole slaw and more. Beer
available. Adults $35-$37, ages 5-11
$13. 703-573-2733 or
www.merrifieldlions.com.

Animal Rescue: A Musical
Adventure. Colvin Run Mill Historic
Site, 10017 Colvin Run Road, Great
Falls. With string trio Virginia
Virtuosi and music by Berlioz,
Tchaikovsky, Saint-Saens and more.
$2. Registration required at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks.

“The Revenge of the Space Pandas
or Binky Rudich and the Two-
Speed Clock.” 3 p.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside

Bass Kevin Burdette as Ko-Ko in Virginia Opera’s produc-
tion of Gilbert and Sullivan’s “The Mikado”. The Virginia
Opera will present “The Mikado” on Friday, March 23 at 8
p.m. and again on Sunday, March 25 at 2 p.m. in George
Mason University’s Center for the Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets are $48-$98. 888-945-
2468 or www.gmu.edu.

Entertainment
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SAVE THE DATE FOR:

The World’s Fanciest Rummage Sale
BENEFITTING

For more information on the event, item donation and pre-registration visit our website at
http://www.fairfaxbgcgw.org/index.php/rummage-sale

Donate new (or like-new) items for the sale now.
Donation receipts provided

Have a really big item to donate?
Contact Helen Kruger (703-748-4068) to make pick-up arrangements

Sunday, March 25th, 12-4pm
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

Get unbelievable items at ridiculous prices.
You can’t afford to miss this!

On-site moving company available for hire for large item purchases.
Make your spring cleaning count this year!

Admission: $5 per Person
Members of the Military FREE with Military ID

From Page 14

Ave., McLean. For ages 6 and up. A
comedy by David Mamet. $8-$10.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Breakfast Buffet. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Vienna American Legion, 330 Center
St, N, Vienna. Omelets, scrambled
eggs, blueberry pancakes, bacon and
more. Adults $8, children $3. 703-
938-6580.

This Century, The Getaways and
Foreverisforever at 2 p.m.; A
Tribute to the Rolling Stones
on their 50th Anniversary with
Anthony Fiacco, Luke Brindley,
Todd Wright and Michael
Pearsall at 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Harlem Globetrotters. 2 p.m. George
Mason University Patriot Center,
4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax. Tickets
available at
www.harlemglobetrotters.com or 1-
800-745-3000.

“A View from the Bridge.” 2 p.m.
McLean High School, 1633 Davidson
Road, McLean. Tragedy by Arthur
Miller. $15 in advance, $20 at the
door.
mcleantheatrecompany@gmail.com.

MONDAY/MARCH 26
Tiny Tot Time. 10:30 a.m. Dolley

Madison Library, 1244 Oak Ridge
Ave., McLean. Stories, rhymes and
activities. Age 13-23 months with
adult. 703-356-0770.

No Blitz, Aside Oceans, The Red
Letter and Me and This Army. 7
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/MARCH 27
Literacy Council of Northern

Virginia. 1 p.m. Dolley Madison
Library, 1244 Oak Ridge Ave.,
McLean. Tutoring. 703-356-0770.

Merrin Karras, Brockway and
Logan Venderlic. 7 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

“A View from the Bridge.” 7 p.m.
McLean High School, 1633 Davidson
Road, McLean. Tragedy by Arthur
Miller. $15 in advance, $20 at the door.
mcleantheatrecompany@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 28
Hop, Fly or Run. 10:30 a.m. Dolley

Madison Library, 1244 Oak Ridge
Ave., McLean. Birds, toads and other
animals are on the move in the
springtime. Meet an animal and
enjoy activities. Presented by
Riverbend Park. 703-356-0770.

French Story Time. 10:30 a.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Introduce your child to a
foreign language with storytime in
French. Ages 3-5 with adult. 703-
757-8560.

Communion: Austin To Boston
with Ben Howard, The Staves,
Nathaniel Rateliff and Bear’s
Den. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

“A View from the Bridge.” 7 p.m.
McLean High School, 1633 Davidson
Road, McLean. Tragedy by Arthur
Miller. $15 in advance, $20 at the door.
mcleantheatrecompany@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/MARCH 29
Art History Lecture Series. 10 a.m.

Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Third of four
Introductory Art History Lectures.
801-361-5464.

Nneka and Bajah & The Dry Eye
Crew. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

Annual 10th District
Congressional Art Show. 6-8
p.m. George Washington University

Loudoun County Campus, Bldg. 2,
44983 Knoll Square, Ashburn. Hosted
by Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10th).
Featuring works by area high school
students. All submitted artwork will
remain on display at the GWU
campus until April 19. The winning
piece will be displayed in the U.S.
Capitol for a year alongside other

“Best in Show” entries from
congressional districts across the
country. 540-667-0990 or
Wolf.house.gov.

“A View from the Bridge.” 7 p.m.
McLean High School, 1633 Davidson
Road, McLean. Tragedy by Arthur
Miller. $15 in advance, $20 at the door.
mcleantheatrecompany@gmail.com.

Entertainment

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

O
n Saturday morning,
the electronic clock
that hangs on the wall

of The Old Brogue in Great Falls
read “0 Days, 0 Hours, 0 Min-
utes and 0 seconds” for the first
time in 366 days. The clock
spends most of the year count-
ing down to St. Patrick’s Day, and
it hadn’t read zero for long be-
fore people started showing up.

“I try to get here as early as
possible, because this is one of
my favorite parties of the year,
and it always seems to fill up
quick,” said John August of
Great Falls. “You know for sure
everyone’s going to be wearing
green and ready to have a good
time.”

Old Brogue owner Mike
Kearney said that more than 300
cars were there first thing in the
morning for the weekly Cars and
Coffee Event, and the crowd only
grew from there.

Visitors were treated to music
throughout the day, as well as a
selection of traditional Irish fare.

“The bangers and mash are

one of my favorites anyway, and
they’re pretty authentic here,”
said Sean DeWitt of Vienna. “I
lived in Ireland for a few years
after college, and this is the clos-
est I’ve come to getting that same
taste with the sausage, mashed
potatoes and mushy peas.”

Dana Bowman of Great Falls
and several friends came com-
plete with green buckled hats
with bright red pigtails attached.

“This is one of our annual tra-
ditions every year,” she said.
“And it’s one I think we’ll keep
up for a while.”

From left, Deborah Hall,
Kelly Laurienti, Dana Bow-
man and Amy Papanu
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day
at The Old Brogue Satur-
day, March 17.

Old Brogue Celebrates
St. Patrick’s Day

Patrons of The Old Brogue in Great Falls fill the front
porch during their annual St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion Saturday.

Crowds line up
early for annual
celebration.
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Sports

Exciting All-Star Afternoon
Concorde/Patriot All-Stars beat the Liberty/National
team 109-108 in overtime.

South Lakes’ JD Wallace scored 15 points
for the Liberty/National All-Stars.
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By Jon Roetman

The Connection

B
ryant Fultz wasn’t among the top perform-
ers in the dunk contest during NVABBC all-
star festivities on March 17, but the West
Potomac senior made his mark during the

main event.
Fultz threw down a fourth-quarter alley-oop dunk

from fellow Wolverine Randall Brobbey, scored a
team-high 15 points and earned game MVP honors
as the Concorde/Patriot All-Stars defeated the Lib-
erty/National team 109-108 in overtime at Wakefield
High School. The all-star game featured some of the
top players from the Northern Region, and matched
a team composed of athletes from the Concorde and
Patriot districts against players from the Liberty and
National districts.

“With the dunk contest, it was really hard because
I’m not really a trick dunker,” Fultz said. “I’m more
of a go-up-and-do-it kind of guy.”

Fultz made up for any lack of flair in his dunk-
contest performance. With the Concorde/Patriot
squad leading by four late in regulation, Brobbey
threw an alley-oop pass off the backboard, which
Fultz slammed home for a 99-93 advantage.

“In practice,” Fultz said, “we do it all the time for fun.”
After the 3-point shootout, South County’s Oren

Burks held off Lake Braddock’s Tyler Snow to win
the dunk contest. Jumping over a human prop be-
came the unofficial theme of the event. T.C. Will-
iams’ T.J. Huggins was one of the first to attempt the
maneuver, leaping over fellow Titan Jordan Byrd,
who stands 6 feet.

“It was his idea at the last minute,” Byrd said. “I
was just supposed to throw the [alley-oop]. He
missed it a couple times and then at that time he
just changed it and said, ‘Can I dunk over you?’ I
said, ‘Go ahead, I’ll give it a try, but you better not
hurt me.’”

THE ALL-STAR GAME provided an exciting end
to the afternoon. The Liberty/National team over-
came an 11-point second-half deficit to force over-
time and held a one-point lead late in the extra pe-
riod. But after allowing the go-ahead bucket to
Hayfield’s Nate McShay of the Liberty/National team,
Huggins, the region Player of the Year, drove to the
rim and scored the game-winner for the Concorde/
Patriot team.

The Concorde/Patriot All-Stars, led by Woodson
head coach Doug Craig, featured a balanced scoring
attack. South County’s Marqueice Johnson and
Westfield’s Quentin Basil each scored 11 points, and
Lake Braddock’s Snow had 10. Centreville’s Evan
Fuller and Robinson’s Robert Pillow each tallied nine
points, while Huggins added eight.

Johnson, a rebounding force for the Stallions, said
it took some time to settle into a rhythm while play-
ing with athletes from other schools, but the teams
eventually found a groove. He also said there was a
relaxed approach in terms of competition, but that
didn’t stop hip from hustling.

Chantilly’s Brady Caslavka (7 points), Robinson’s
Tristian Crenshaw (7), T.C. Williams’ Byrd (6),
Centreville’s Robert Coker (5) and Lake Braddock’s
Brendan McHale (2) also competed for the

Concorde/Patriot team.
Edison head coach Terry Henderson led the Lib-

erty/National All-Stars. Henderson received a good-
natured ribbing for calling a timeout in the closing
seconds of the first half to design a play for Langley’s
Daniel Dixon. The play worked, as Dixon buried a
25-foot 3-pointer at the buzzer to give his team a
49-48 halftime lead.

“It’s fun. You get some talent you don’t normally
have,” Henderson said. “It’s kind of like coaching at
a private school or something. You’ve got your shoot-
ers, you’ve got big men [and] you’ve got ball han-
dlers. I was like a kid in a candy store; I didn’t know
what to do and what to call.”

Dixon, who also had the ball in his hands near the
end of regulation and overtime, said he enjoyed hav-
ing opportunities during crunch time.

The play prior to halftime “was drawn up to get
me the ball, but probably in a different spot than
near half-court,” Dixon said. “But I just pulled it from
there.”

Hayfield’s McShay led the Liberty/National team
with 20 points. Dixon scored 17 points, South Lakes’
J.D. Wallace finished with 15 and McLean’s Gordon
Rogo added 11.

Edison’s Tyrone Mackall (9), Wakefield’s Justin
Glenn (8) and Corey Aldrich (5), McLean’s Sango
Amolo (7) and Thomas Van Wazer (6), South Lakes’
Jordan Francis (4), Langley’s Joey Robinson (4) and
Marshall’s Latrell Watkins (2) also competed.

Wakefield head coach Tony Bentley hosted the fes-
tivities for the third consecutive year. He said the
all-star game was the best it has been and he en-
joyed watching his players — Glenn and Aldrich —
participate.

The Great Falls Everton Blue under-11 boys’ soccer
team captured the championship at the recent
Arlington Cup showcase event. Top row, left to right:
Craig Scott, John Greenhalgh, Shane McPartland,
Alex Marinescu, Justin Duenkel, and Olufemi Adu.
Bottom row: Wiley Simonds, Rohan Chatturvedula,
Jonathan Merrill, Alex Robles, Joseph Mejia, Jack
Van Volkenburg, Adrien Cushing.
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Sports Roundups

The Great Falls Everton Blue U11 Boys competed in
both the Arlington Cup and nationally ranked Jefferson Cup
(Richmond) the first two weekends in March. From March 3-4,
Everton competed in the Arlington Cup and swept the competi-
tion, bringing home the Championship Cup to Great Falls. The
following weekend, Everton traveled to Richmond to compete
in the nationally ranked Jefferson Cup. There, they faced stiff
competition and defeated their first three opponents to make it
to the championship again. However, they lost 3-1 to a strong
YMS Wolves team from Pennsylvania. Nonetheless, Everton did
an outstanding job and made the parents and the Great Falls
Soccer Club proud.

The Langley High girls’ varsity softball team started their 2012
spring season with a home game versus the Robinson Second-
ary Rams on March 16. The Saxons had a strong game at the
plate on way to a 16-4 victory.

Langley set the non-district game’s tone by getting three home
runs in each of the first three innings - a two-run homer by
senior Julia Weeks in the first inning; a solo shot by junior Ashley
Panetta, the first homer of her Langley career, in the second
inning; and a two-run blast by sophomore Emily Templin, also
her first career four-bagger, in the third inning.

Saxon singles in the win came from freshman Melanie
Dronfield, freshman Carina Sturm, freshman Maggie Natal,
sophomore Kaitryn Evans and senior Hope Albers. Senior Lauren
Mensing and junior Ashley Panetta both hit doubles.

Langley’s defense played a solid game behind freshman pitcher
Haley Falkenberry, who made her high school debut on the
mound. Falkenberry worked two strong innings before senior
Jenna came in and pitched well the remainder of the game.

Great play in the outfield came from center fielder Carina
Strum and right fielder Lauren Mensing, who both made stellar
gems. The Saxons’ infield was well managed by second baseman
Kaitryn Evans, shortstop Maggie Natal and first baseman Emily
Templin.

However, the play of the night was the calm, cool reaction of
third baseman Julia Weeks, who stopped a mad grounder with-
out a flinch before throwing the ball to first for the put-out tag.

Langley, in all, collected 16 hits. The game was halted in the
middle of the fifth inning.

Langley was scheduled to travel to Marshall for a Liberty Dis-
trict game on Tuesday, March 20 of this week. This Friday night
at 6:30, the Saxons will host district opponent Fairfax.

Game Reports Wanted
Coaches, team managers/parents - Please send high school team

game results to sports editor Rich Sanders at richsand8@aol.com, or
contact him on twitter at richsand8. In game reports, please include
date and place of game, game highlights, team win-loss record, and
any other newsworthy items. Photos are also accepted.

Great Falls Connection

Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

HANDY POWER
703-731-3560

* Plumbing * Bathrooms * Carpentry

* Electrical * Ceiling Fans * Painting

* Deck Repair * Power Wash
Free Estimates

Licensed • Insured

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

www.oakhillbuilding.com
703-591-1200

Members of National Association of
the Remodeling Industry (NARI)

Since 1978
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Basements
• 2nd Story Pop-ups
• Renovations
• Custom Homes
• Tear Down/Rebuild
   on your Lot
• Design/Build

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Siding, Power
Washing, Framing, Drop Down Stairs, Foreclosure
Specialists, Painting, Handyman Work, Windows,

Doors, Deck, Stairs, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomacmasonry.net

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

EmploymentEmployment

Garden Center
Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-

ing people to stock our products at a 
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 

and locations go to  
www.bellimpact.com

P/T Help Wanted
Flower Garden Delight

Providing gardening services for residential 
clients

Own transportation / Vienna VA
703-242-2421 or respond to:

Email StaceyLmckenzie@yahoo.com

MEDICAL OFFICE
Busy, friendly internal medicine office
has opening for a medical assistant or
LPN. 30-40 hours per week. Flexible
schedule. Must be experienced in
blood draws, spirometry, EKG’s and
vital signs. Call Pat 703-764-4850.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as
1642 Besley Road, Vienna, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Sunil Chacko 
and, dated August 30, 1996, and recorded September 3, 1996, 
in Deed Book 9797 at page 1951 among the Land Records of 
Fairfax County, Virginia, the undersigned substitute trustee will 
offer for sale at public auction at the front entrance of the Judi-
cial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, 
Fairfax, Virginia, on

Wednesday, MARCH 28, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. 

the following property being the property contained in said 
Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Lot 16, Section 2, SPRING LAKE, as 
the same appears duly dedicated, platted and recorded in 
Deed Book 1734 at page 22, among the Land Records of Fair-
fax County, Virginia.

Commonly known as 1642 Besley Road, Vienna, Virginia 
22182.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of 
$20,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the sale price, whichever 
amount is less, in the form of cash or its equivalent will be re-
quired of the purchaser at the time and place of sale; the bal-
ance of the purchase money being due and payable within fif-
teen (15) days after sale, time expressly being of the essence, 
with interest at the rate of 5.125 percent per annum from date 
of sale to date of settlement.  Provided, however, that if the 
holder of the secured promissory note is the successful bidder 
at the sale, no cash deposit shall be required, and part of or 
the entire indebtedness, including interest and costs, secured 
by the Deed of Trust, may be set off against the purchase 
price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit 
the deposit and stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all exist-
ing easements and restrictive covenants as the same may law-
fully affect the real estate.  Sale is further subject to mechanic's 
and/or materialman's liens of record and not of record.  The 
property will be sold subject to all conditions, covenants, re-
strictions, rights of redemption of federal lienholders or encum-
brances, and agreements of record affecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is 
unable to convey to the purchaser good title, then purchaser's 
sole and exclusive remedy shall be in the refund of the deposit 
paid at the time of sale.

The subject property and all improve-
ments thereon will be sold in "as is" condition without warranty 
of any kind.  Purchaser shall be responsible for any and all 
building and/or zoning code violations whether of record or not 
of record, as well as for all unpaid and enforceable homeown-
ers' or condominium owners' associa-tion dues and assess-
ments, if any.  Purchaser also shall be responsible for obtain-
ing possession of the property at his/her expense.  Purchaser 
shall assume the risk of loss and shall be responsible for any 
damage, vandalism, theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the 
property occurring after the time of sale.  Conveyance will be 
by special warranty deed.  Conveyancing, recording, transfer 
taxes, notary fees, examination of title, state stamps, and all 
other costs of conveyance are to be at the expense of purchas-
er.  State and local taxes, public charges, and special or regu-
lar assess-ments, if any, shall be adjusted to the date of sale 
and thereafter shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditional-
ly reserves the right: (i) to waive the deposit requirement; (ii) to 
approve or disapprove the creditworthiness of any bidder 
and/or purchaser; (iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any 
time prior to termination of the bidding; (iv) to extend the time 
for bidding; (v) to reject any or all bids; (vi) to postpone or set 
over the date or time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of 
time for settlement hereunder.  

Additional terms and conditions of sale 
may be announced at the time of sale.

DAVID N. PRENSKY
Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.  #500
Washington, D.C.  20015
(202) 244-4000
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISION OF ST. THOMAS AND ST. JOHN

VIRGIN GRAND VILLAS – ST. JOHN )
CONDOMINIUM OWNERS ) ST – 11 – CV - 544
ASSOCIATION,  )

)
Plaintiff, ) ACTION FOR DEBT

) FORECLOSURE OF
          vs. ) LIEN AND BREACH OF

) CONTRACT
CRYSTAL A. DENUNZIO, )

Defendant. )
__________________________________________ )

SUMMONS
To: CRYSTAL A. DENUNZIO

6820 McLean Street
McLean, Virginia 22101

Within the time limited by law (see note below) you are hereby required to appear
before this Court and answer to a complaint filed against you in this action and in case of
your failure to appear or answer, judgment by default will be taken against you as
demanded in the Complaint, for

DEBT, FORECLOSURE OF LIEN AND BREACH OF CONTRACT.
Witness my hand and the Seal of this Court this 16th day of February, 2012.

HON. MICHAEL C. DUNSTON
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

Richard H. Dollison, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff,
Virgin Grand Villas – St. John Condominium Owners Association
Duensing, Casner, Dollison & Fitzsimmons
Electra House, 5060 Forts Straede
P.O. Box 6785
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 00804

NOTE: This defendant, if served personally, is required to file his answer or other defenses with the Clerk
of this Court, and to serve a copy thereof upon the plaintiff’s attorney within twenty (20) days after service
of this summons, excluding the date of service. The defendant, if served by publication or by personal serv-
ice outside of the jurisdiction, is required to file his answer or other defense with the Clerk of this Court,
and to serve a copy thereof upon the attorney for the plaintiff within thirty (30) days after the completion of
the period of publication or personal service outside of the jurisdiction.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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Looking to finish the school 
year strong?

Tutoring is available in the NOVA area! 
Dean’s List College Grad with 6 years of 

Tutoring Experience. Actg/Finance 
Degree. Can teach many subjects at all 

grade levels. Specializes in Math, 
Spanish and English.

Call Hal @ (703)864-6616
$40/hr rate

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE

Salud Natural Market, LLC, 
Salud The Healthy Pantry, 
1137 Walker Rd, Great Falls, 
VA 22066. The above estab-
lishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL for a Wine and Beer off 
Premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Denise Rodriguez, Part-
ner/member. NOTE: Objec-
tions to the issuance of this li-
cense must be submitted to 
ABC no later than 30 days 
from the publishing date of the 
first two required newspaper 
legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-
552-3200

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

30 Misc. Wanted
Top $ paid for Barbie and 

Family dolls pre-1973
(703) 690-2130 

snuggly53@yahoo.com

The Beatles sang it on their “Revolver”
album back in the mid 60s. My wife and I
danced to it in the late 70s when we selected
it as “first song as husband and wife” – in
1978. And recently we felt it, three years after
my stage IV lung cancer diagnosis, as our reac-
tion/assessment to the many similarly diag-
nosed individuals who’ve shared their lung
cancer stories with us. Who knew? All of a sud-
den – or so it seems, people with whom we
thought we had little in common – and even
less of a connection, have selflessly offered up
their lung cancer experiences, journeys, asso-
ciations, etc. One-hundred, sixty-thousand
deaths per year attributed to lung cancer, the
leading cause of cancer-related deaths in this
country – by far, is reason enough for what ini-
tially seemed like a random coincidence but
now feels more like an inevitability. Apparently,
where there are overwhelming numbers, so
too is there an overwhelming capacity for
empathy and understanding.

Any lung cancer story I hear is more evi-
dence and reinforcement to boost my own sur-
vival. Not that any experiences of what other
cancer patients have endured/survived is nec-
essarily related to my survival, still; it beats the
alternative, as I like to say. Living is its own
reward and surviving lung cancer is exponen-
tially more rewarding than anything else I do.
It’s the first thing I think of when I wake in the
morning and the last thing I think before I fall
asleep at night. And on those many nights
when I’m unable to fall asleep, or sleep
soundly – or enough, you can be sure the cul-
prit is cancer. Certainly, I have physical chal-
lenges related to my diagnosis, but mostly the
problem I face is mental: how do you not
obsess on the thing that is most likely killing
you and one for which you have minimal con-
trol or defense? My solution, or rather an
attempt at a solution: I try to compartmentalize
– and/or pretend, but cancer is insidious and
tricky: an enemy of the people if there ever
was one.

More specifically, trying to make the best of
a bad situation is what I do best. When you’re
characterized as “terminal” at age 54 and a
half – not even three months after you buried
your widowed mother at age 86 – of a disease
for which there was no immediate-family his-
tory, combined with the fact that you were a
lifelong non-smoker (85 percent of lung cancer
patients have been smokers), the breaks don’t
exactly feel as if they’re going your way.
Nevertheless, dwelling on that fact or feeling
sorry for myself or “woeing” is me is not reflec-
tive of the positive mental attitude that my par-
ents instilled in me. I saw how they lived their
lives and more importantly, I observed their
dignity and perseverance when their health
deteriorated. Somehow, they never made it
about them, it was more about others.

Likewise, as I regularly receive communica-
tions from and occasionally meet other cancer
survivors, I only hope that I am doing for them
what they are doing for me. A cancer diagnosis
was not exactly what I had anticipated hearing
from my Internal Medicine doctor three years
ago when he made “the call” to me. However,
now that I’ve lived the cancer life for three-
plus years and met the people I have and read
the many stories sent to me, I feel privileged to
be part of such a brave and courageous group.
Thanks for reaching out to us. Because of you,
we’ve never felt alone.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“Here, There
And Everywhere”Home & GardenHome & Garden

CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

Susan Canis
Realtor

Anne Morrow
Realtor

McLean $1,090,000

Great Falls $2,695,000Great Falls $999,000

Great Falls $899,000

Great Falls $1,125,000

Great Falls $3,250,000
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Great Falls $2,190,000

UNDER
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Great Falls $2,595,000

Ashburn $599,000

Great Falls $1,050,000

Great Falls $1,395,000
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Great Falls $1,150,000
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Great Falls $1,350,000 McLean $690,000
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McLean $10,000,000
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