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Great Falls
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Fire
Department
Turns 70
News,  Page 3

Haddad Ballet
Presents

‘The Snow Queen’
Entertainment, Page 15

From left, Great Falls Volunteer Fire Chief Frank
Smith, Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville),

Milburn Sanders and Great Falls Volunteer Fire
Department President Joan Bliss. Milburn Sand-
ers and his wife Ellen joined the Great Falls VFD
in 1942, seven days after it was founded as an

auxiliary to the McLean Fire Department.

Mother’s Day
Photo Gallery

News, Page 19

Page 11

Home Life StyleGreat Falls
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Great Falls Citizens
Association’s Seniors
Group hosted their

meeting with new membership
Wednesday, May 2, as group
mainstays were joined by rep-
resentatives from local
churches and Fairfax County.
The group, which was founded
last year and has been seeking
input from local residents,
started planning their first
event and laid out plans for a
year’s worth of events, starting
this September.

“Our vision is to establish a
Great Falls Senior Center, based
on the Burke-Springfield Senior
Center Without Walls,” said Bob
Lundegard, an original member
of the group. “They’re a group
of people that doesn’t have a
dedicated building, but they
host regular events and activi-
ties for seniors.”

Lundegard said the group
reached out to the faith com-
munity since Great Falls lacks a
formal community center,
churches are well equipped to
handle groups of people. The
Great Falls Library’s rooms are
often booked and the Grange is
not compliant with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, so
both of those do not meet the
need.

THE SENIORS GROUP met
with every member of the Great
Falls Ecumenical Council, a
group that includes eight local
Christian churches.

Last year, Fairfax County bud-
geted for $70 million to fund

senior citizens activities, none
of which went to Great Falls.

“It was shocking to see that
Great Falls doesn’t have these
services, and I was needling
[Supervisor] John Foust [D-
Dranesville] about it, and he
said ‘if you don’t ask, you won’t
get,’” said Wayne Foley, a mem-
ber of the group and GFCA
board member.

Linda Fernald, another early
member of the group, said she
and her husband have three liv-
ing parents between them, ages
98, 95 and 91, and that caring
for them made them see the
lack of resources in Great Falls.

“We realized that there just
aren’t any local programs to
help socialize seniors or meet
other needs, and we need to
have that,” she said.

Carol Blackwell and her fam-
ily have experienced the kind
of situation that the Seniors
Group hopes to rectify. Several
years ago her husband was di-
agnosed with early onset
Alzheimer’s.

“It was devastating, he had no
one to talk to, and even though
there are millions of people
with the disease, we didn’t feel
connected to any of them,” she
said. “Here in Great Falls, we
hope to find people who have
struggled with what we’ve
struggled with and connect
them to people and resources.”

Blackwell helps run the
Alzheimer’s Association Na-
tional Capital Area Chapter’s
Memory Café, a social meeting
that connects those suffering
from cognitive diseases and

See Seniors,  Page 6

Seniors Group
Plans First Events
Ecumenical Council members join
with group, seek county charter.

Members of the Great Falls Citizens Association’s
Seniors Group meet at the Great Falls Library
Wednesday, May 2.
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

M
ilburn Sanders, 90, joined the Great
Falls Volunteer Fire Department (then
known as the Forestville Fire Depart-
ment) seven days after it opened on

May 5, 1952. Seventy years later, he was part of the
celebration at a new building, with generations of
volunteer and career firefighters that came after him.

“The Volunteer Fire Department is a lifelong tradi-
tion in many American communities,” said current
Volunteer Fire Chief Frank Smith. “It’s an icon this
community can be proud of.”

The fire department was established as an auxil-
iary to the McLean Fire Department. On Nov. 7, 1955,
the name was changed to Great Falls.

The station opened up to the community Satur-
day, May 5, hosting families that wanted to explore
the station and various rescue equipment.

The Volunteer Fire Department deeded the land
the station is on to the county in 2007 and assisted
in the planning, financing and construction of the
new station.

“The Volunteers had a huge role in making this
facility happen, and we at the county extend our
appreciation for their contributions,” said Supervi-
sor John Foust (D-Dranesville).

“One of my favorite things about this fire depart-
ment is they’re always so open with us, letting kids
come in a play around the vehicles and explore the
building,” said Jeff Bronson of Great Falls. “It really
makes this a community spot, and we’re always
happy to show up and support the men and women
who keep us safe.”

Smith also made sure to recognize the volunteers
who staff the station, thanking them for their hours
of training and on-duty time.

“It’s not a seasonal pastime,” Smith said.
“Firefighters train anywhere from hundreds to thou-
sands of hours.”

The ceremony also featured presentations to VFD
President Joan Bliss and past Volunteer Fire Chief
Homer Johns from the Great Falls Optimist Club,
thanking them for keeping the VFD involved in their
many community events.

Wendy Adeler, who presented Bliss with her award,
called her an “example of how to be charitable with
her time, skills and an example to me as a young
mother, how to find time for my family and my com-
munity.”

Volunteer Fire Department
Celebrates 70 Years
New firehouse hosts
anniversary celebration.

Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department
President Joan Bliss and Volunteer Fire
Chief Frank Smith are presented with an
American flag by Mary Ann Cannon on
behalf of Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10) to com-
memorate their 70th anniversary Saturday,
May 5.

Past Great
Falls Volun-
teer Fire
Chief Homer
Johns pre-
sents Milburn
Sanders, who
joined the
department
70 years ago,
with a brick
from the
original
station Satur-
day, May 5.

Photos by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection



4  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  May 9-15, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Old Brogue hosted a
fundraiser Tuesday, May 1 for
Reston Smile Partners, which
operates in partnership with

Reston Interfaith to provide pro bono den-
tal care for their clients.

Reston Smile Partners is a network of 13
dental professionals who assist with gen-
eral dentistry, five specialists and a lab,
Reston-based Protech. Since its inception in
March 2011 they have served 45 different
individuals, most requiring multiple visits.

“Ever since we attended Best of Reston a
few years ago, I’ve taken on a few pro bono
cases for Reston Interfaith and Cindy asked
me ‘Why don’t you see if some of your col-
leagues will join in?’” Frederick Dibbs said.
“I was reluctant at first to ask them to get
involved, but everybody I approached was
open and willing, and they’ve been unbe-
lievably cooperative ever since.”

One of the first dentists he approached

was Dr. Sumit Sharma, who does general
dentistry work.

“Everyone I’ve worked with has been so
thankful, and they’re always flexible. I see
them before the start of my regular day,
about one patient a month,” Sharma said.
“One patient had to come in for seven vis-

its, for a total of eight extractions and two
root canals.”

Joan Wise of Reston Interfaith has served
as liaison for the program since the begin-
ning.

“We simply could not provide these ser-
vices without the time and talents of these

individuals and groups,” she said. “They’re
helping people get healthy and get back into
the workforce, and it’s amazing to watch
how informative it’s been for clients.”

Wise recalled one client who always
seemed to be in a foul mood, until she had
a few extractions that eased the tooth pain
she had felt for years.

“All of a sudden she became the sweet-
est, gentlest person,” Wise said. “There was
another woman who was missing her two
front teeth, and she never smiled, she had
no self-confidence. Now she’s confident and
always smiling, it has truly been miracu-
lous.”

The funds raised at the May 1 event were
to supplement the donated lab costs from
Protech, who handle two cases per month
pro bono.

“We can’t expect the lab to do everything
for free, or the dentists to pay the lab fee in
addition to their donated time,” Frederick
Dibbs said. “These funds will help us cover
more lab costs for more clients.”

Reston Interfaith handles the initial
screening of clients, and if they meet the
criteria they are examined by a dentist, who
can perform cleaning, in-office procedures,
send work to a lab and send to a specialist
if needed.

More information about Reston Smile
Partners and other services can be found at
www.restoninterfaith.org.

Old Brogue Hosts Reston Smile Partners Fundraiser
Event raises funds for
pro bono lab work
for Reston
Interfaith clients.

From left, Reston Smile Partners Members Sumit Sharma, Luis Martinez,
Charles Fields, Frederick Dibbs, Joan Wise of Reston Interfaith and
Joseph Richardson at a fundraiser at The Old Brogue Tuesday, May 1.
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Japanese Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Impatiens
97¢

Reg. $1.89

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,
Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Visit
Our New

Hosta
House

over 300 varieties!

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

Additional
delivery charge3 cu. ft. bags only $3.49

Early Blooming
Rhododendrons and
Azaleas 25% Off

745 Walker Road
Great Falls, VA 22066

(703) 757-5817

Fun for the whole family

Celebrating
15 Years

Loebig Chiropractic and Rehab
Community Cookout

4th of July
Saturday May 19, 2012

Village Center
9am-1pm

Great Falls, VA 22066

www.loebigchiropractic.com

Come Celebrate 15 Years of Health and Wellness
Free Adjustments for Existing Patients

Free New Patient Consultations
Free Seated Massages and Mini Acupuncture Sessions

Enjoy Great Food and Grilled Hot Dogs
100 Point Wellness Scan

Face Painting and Moon Bounce Fun

News

The Charles H. Taylor Art Center in Hampton, Va.
is currently hosting the 33rd annual Virginia Water-
color Societies Exhibition. Juried and judged by N.C.
artist, Dan Smith, with 494 entries by 175 artists
across the state, the work of Great Falls artist, Betty
Ganley, a painting capturing the “mood” of a misty
morning in a Maine boatyard, was awarded an Hon-
orable Mention and has been hailed by the judge as
“a traditional boat composition, docked for repair

… I found the virtuosity of the watercolor applica-
tion remarkable.” Ganley, an artist for over 30 years,
and the recipient of over 70 awards, is known for
her nautical and floral pieces. The Virginia Water-
color Exhibition s on display through May 27. More
of Betty Ganley’s works can be found on her web
site - bettyganley.com - and exhibited at the Great
Falls Library, during Great Falls Studios annual Stu-
dio Tour, Oct. 20 and 21, 2012.

Great Falls Artist Earns Honorable Mention in
Watercolor Exhibition

Marina Mist by
Betty Ganley.
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Ackerman & Assoc................................703-759-4707
Adeler Jewelers .................................... 703-759-4076
AdGen Telecom....................................703-757-6757
Allstate Insurance/Doug White...............703-759-7700
Aquarian LLC........................................703-438-8838
Capitol Realty Services .........................703-759-4900
Deli Italiano .......................................... 703-759-6782
Dr. C. Ayers...........................................703-757-6445
Dr. M Tamulevich...................................703-757-6445
Executive Suites at Great Falls...............703-865-2500
Expressions with Intent...........................703-757-4600
Falls Hardware......................................703-438-1700
Falls Salon, The ..................................... 703-759-4758
First Line Financial, Inc..........................703-757-7393
Fresh Catch Seafood Market.................703-759-4950
Georgetown Learning Centers ..............703-759-3624
Grandmother’s Back Room...................703-759-2680
H2O Pools ............................................. 703-250-5585
Jinny Beyer Studio.................................703-759-0250
Katie’s Coffee House.............................703-759-2759
King Creole Catering............................703-759-7306
Kloman*McDonald Const. .................... 703-759-7662
Knowlera Media....................................703-757-5444
Loebig Chiropractic..............................703-757-5817
Maison Du Vin.......................................703-759-9880
Nextel ...................................................443-904-9305
New Paradigm Capital Mgmt................703-757-4802
Old Brogue...........................................703-759-3309
Peking Delight.......................................703-759-5040
Robert Mobley, AIA Architect.................703-759-1927
School of Theatrical Dance...................703-759-5652
Teel Construction ..................................703-759-4754
Troon, LLC.............................................703-675-2823
True Ventures/John Burke
Village Centre Mgmt Office .................. 703-759-2485
Village Retreat/Massage Therapy..........703-638-4852
Virginia Payne Photography..................703-487-0005
Wells Fargo...........................................703-757-1040
Yoshi Toshi.............................................703-759-3338

Proud Location of the Following Events:
“Egg Hunt”  “Spring Festival”  “Junefest”  “4th of July Parade”

“Concerts on the Green”  “Halloween Spooktacular”
“Festival of Lights”  “Cars and Coffee”

“Farmers Market”

www.gfvcca.com

Great Falls
Village Centre

Great Falls
Village Centre

The Great Falls Village Centre
776 Walker Road • Great Falls, VA
703-759-2485 • gfvcca@aol.com

Shop Great Falls

Celebrate Great Falls Days•June 2–4

�Concerts on the Green
•June 3–July 29

~ At The Great Falls Village Centre ~

From Page 3

their caregivers with others in the same
situation.

Joy Trickett, a member of the Dranesville
Church of the Brethren, said she knows of
many people who could use the group’s ser-
vices and would take advantage of future
events.

“There’s a lot of elderly widows and wid-
owers who have been left behind in Great
Falls, who want to stay here, but don’t have
the friendships to keep them active,” she
said.

Madelyn McCabe said she attended be-
cause her and her husband “love our house
and love this community, and we’d like to
age in place.”

The Seniors Group hopes to hold their
first event in July, which will honor 50 Great
Falls residents who have lived here for 50
years or more.

After July’s event, they hope to hold a
monthly event, for about three hours in the
middle of the day, starting in September and
for at least a year. The budget for each event
will be about $500, Lundegard said, enough
for lunch, transportation and a small
amount going to the host building.

THEIR NEXT STEP is to become chartered
by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
as an official group, and they are currently

drawing up their proposal to submit to Su-
pervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville).

Jennifer Duarte of the Fairfax County
Department of Neighborhood and Commu-
nity Services, said there are a variety of ser-
vices the county can provide.

“We can help get grants, bring in speak-
ers from the police, fire department and
AARP, as well as bring in instructors for
events like line dancing, Pilates and yoga,”
she said. “Once we figure out this
community’s specific needs, there will be a
lot more opportunities. We know there is a
significant need here, the closest Senior
Center in Herndon, and many seniors just
can’t make it that far.”

“This is our chance to create a lasting, sig-
nificant institution in Great Falls, one that
will enrich the life of older adults, a com-
munity that is getting larger,” Lundegard
said. “We want to make sure the group is
around in five to 10 years, we’re going to
need a constant supply of new energy,
people and ideas.”

The GFCA Seniors Group meets at the
Great Falls Library, the next meeting will
be Thursday, June 14 at 1 p.m. Their first
event is currently scheduled for July 11 at
11 a.m.

They are also holding a survey online to
gauge the needs of seniors, families and
caregivers and can be found online at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/GFCA.

Seniors Count on County
News

For a free
digital
subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.con
nectionnews
papers.com/
subscribe

Complete
digital replica
of the print
edition,
including
photos and
ads,
delivered
weekly to
your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail: going
green@con
nectionnews
papers.com
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www.h2opoolsva.com
703-759-211310% OFF

All In-Store Supplies

SWIMMING POOL SERVICESWIMMING POOL SERVICE
Weekly Pool Service

•Vacuum Pool
•Clean Deck
•Skim Pool
•Brush Pool
•All Chemicals
•Maintain Filter Equipment

$89
per week plus
opening and

closing

Pool Opening Complete
•Clean deck
•Start Up Pool
•Clean and Store Cover
•Pressure Wash Coping
•Reassemble Equipment
•Add Customer’s Chemical

$279
(Solid cover w/achors additional $35)

(Solid cover w/water bags additional &110)

Complete design and creation for your pool and outdoor living spaces.
Our mission is to build long-term relationships with our customers by

providing excellent customer service and delivering best quality products.

NEW POOL CONSTRUCTIONNEW POOL CONSTRUCTION

VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE IN
THE GREAT FALLS VILLAGE

Expires 5/31/12

IT IS TIME TO BRING
YOUR DREAM TO LIFE
IT IS TIME TO BRING
YOUR DREAM TO LIFE

Great Falls Garden Club
Saturday, May 12, 2012

Plant Sale
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

to benefit the Great Falls Library garden
Native and beneficial plants and treasures from

member’s gardens will be available for sale

&

Great Falls Library
9830 Georgetown Pike
Great Falls, VA 22066

In the Great Falls Library Meeting Room

Flower Show
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Oriental Rug
Cleaning In
Our Plant

www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

Since 1928

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
& Fri. 9-6

Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

At Same Location,
Under Same Ownership

for 48 years

Carpets on Sale!

Installed with 6 lb. Pad

ROBERTS

Locust St.

Elden St.

Fire Station
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Ice House

Jimmys

N

Station St.

MONTH

Professional
Repair &

Restoration
on Premises

at Our Location.

Vinyl
Armstrong Vinyl
Flooring on Sale

National

Natural Harmony
• Dupont
• 20 Year Warranty

38.75$ Sq. yd.

4.31$ Sq. Ft.
or

50% OFF ENTIRE STORE!
50% off Daymor, JSS and Toula Knits, Ursula,

Jovani, and more! All After 5 gowns now half off!

6707 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
maesdress@gmail.com • 703-356-6333

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10am to 5:30pm. Sale Terms: All Sales Final.
No adjustments. We Accept: Visa, MC, Discover, AMEX.

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

Game Ends 6/02/2012

1. Samsung 40" LCD TV, $549 Value.
2. Canon PowerShot Camera, $400.
3. Saeco Espresso Maker, $350.
4. Canon Camcorder, $290.
5. DeLonghi Food Processor, $250.
6. Garmin GPS System, $160.
7. Keurig Coffee System, $160.
8. Frigidaire Toaster Oven, $150.
9. Kick Sound System, $115.
10. Tiger Rice Cooker, $100.

Directions: NORTH on the Beltway take Exit 46B onto Rt. 123N.-McLean. Go 3 miles- Turn right onto Old Dominion Dr. (Rt.
309). Go 1/2 mile thru two traffic lights. We are on the right next to Shell Gas.
SOUTH from Md.- Cross over the Amer. Legion Bridge.- Take the VERY first right Exit 43-44 to VA 193 toward Langley - Go
1/2 mile and turn right onto Balls Hill Rd. Go .9th mile - Turn left onto Old Dominion Drive - Go thru 3 traffic lights - We are
on the right next to Shell Gas. We are less than 5 minutes from the Bridge.

Bring in coupon
for 250,000 points

COUPON60% off sportswear, separates, evening separates,
cocktail dresses, pant suits, sweaters, and MORE!

75-80% off clearance and beaded dresses!

Fixtures for sale, everything must go!
Make an offer on any fixture you see.

Sale ends June 2nd!

$99 PROM DRESS SPECIAL!
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Opinion

Transparency, Technology and Tolls

Editorial

With E-Z Pass transponder on the windshield, you should know what
you’re about to pay; whatever it is, it’s going up.

D
espite the high number of drivers
in Northern Virginia who already
have an E-Z Pass transponder,
when the HOT-Lanes open on the

Beltway, there will be pressure for many more
drivers to subscribe.

VDOT is now proposing to tack on an addi-
tional $1 a month fee for each
E-ZPass transponder. Note that
is per transponder, not per ac-
count, so in a household with

multiple cars and multiple transponders, the ad-
ditional annual charge could be $36, $48 or $60.

There are 900,000 transponders in use in
Virginia now, with an expected need for more
than 400,000 more coming with the new I-495
Express Lanes.

Driving through the E-ZPass lane on the Dulles
Toll Road without stopping while cars without a
transponder line up to slog through is one advan-
tage. The two other places one can use the E-ZPass

in Northern Virginia are the Dulles Greenway and,
soon, the “express lanes” on the Beltway.

One of the disadvantages of using the E-
ZPass is that you seldom know how much you
are paying, and it’s significant. Signs with full
information about tolls are few and far be-
tween, and so far nonexistent on some roads.

Motorists will need an E-ZPass transponder
to ride in the Beltway express lanes. Vehicles
with three or more people will be able to drive
in the express lanes for free if they have a Flex
transponder which has a switch that identifies
carpoolers, but which also costs more than a
regular transponder.

It is worth noting that 100 percent of the
tolls from the Beltway HOT-lanes will be col-
lected by the private company that is building
them, without any revenue sharing with the
Commonwealth. If it is really VDOT’s respon-
sibility to maintain the system to collect those
tolls, then that is a failure in the crafting of

the contract to build the lanes. Apparently all
E-ZPass account holders will be paying for the
contractor’s collection of funds.

Meanwhile, we’re still not sure what it will
cost to drive in the express lanes, but we do
know that the amount will vary depending on
traffic. We can only hope that signs will make
it clear how much it will cost.

Today VDOT approved four new signs for the
Greenway that will at least let drivers know
how much they are paying. The answer is more
than $5 each way, not counting the new fee
per transponder.

VDOT will not hold public hearings on this,
although it should. It will be accepting emailed
comments. Visit www.virginiadot.org/e-zpass
or submit comments directly to
vdotinfo@vdot.virginia.gov.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Ordinary Heroes
By Megan Man

Sophomore/TJHSST

When most people hear the
word “hero,” they think of the man
with tights and a cape.

People expect heroes to make
the quick change into their alter
ego, and swoop in from the sky
just in the nick of time to save the
day from disaster. Growing up in
McLean, I’ve been intrigued by the
superheroes fighting off the bad
guys in comic books. Internally, I
cheered as the city was safe for
another day. Tying a cape around
my shoulders, I would pretend to
be Superman, activating my laser
vision on all in my sight, or the
mighty Thor, waving around my
hammer of gold. I have yet to see
someone in McLean swoop in from
the skies, or possess the Odinforce.

However, I have seen some
pretty remarkable superheroes.

The heart of the CIA pulses in
the Langley area of McLean. Men
and women in business suits
scurry in and out of the building
with an air of mystery. The for-
tress, famed for its secrecy, is evi-
dence of the well oiled machine
of the government. America’s
Batmen and Batwomen – the CIA
agents, are saving the world that
we see whizzing by under our
noses. These men and women are
resolving conflict, and, in many
cases, are risking their lives. They
have to sacrifice time with their
families to commit to their jobs,
and ultimately, their country.

“All of a sudden, I had trans-
ported my family across the coun-

try, taken a big
pay cut, folded
up my house in
California, and
rented a place
in Washington,
and I was work-
ing for a man
who really did

not understand what I was trying
to do,” explains former Director of
the Office of Science and Technol-
ogy Albert Wheelon in an inter-
view about his involvement with
the CIA during the Cold War.

Take a leisurely drive through
the suburban streets of McLean,
and you’ll occasionally see cloth
banners hanging on the front
doors of houses. A blue star
printed on a white background
with a red border running along
its sides, merely the size of a sheet
of paper, holds the basis of which
this country was founded upon.
Growing up, I would pass those
houses and think “Oh, what a nice
decoration.” I was unaware that the
families of those serving in the mili-
tary would hang those banners as a
physical representation of the sac-
rifices that would be made in wars
so far away from my sheltered
bubble. For many residents of
McLean, conflicts seem so far away.
We see it on the news every night,
and think “Oh dear, I can’t believe
that people are dying.” The moment
you pass those banners is when you
come to the sudden realization of
how real the consequences are on
the frontlines in comparison to our
mundane lives. Soldiers aren’t just
people who get shipped off to con-

flicts; they’re our neighbors.
We can’t forget about our local

heroes – the ones on call day in
and day out. Who do we call in a
medical emergency? Who do we
see annually at McLean Day, edu-
cating the community about what
they do? The volunteer fire and
police departments, as well as the
emergency medical services play
a critical role in our everyday lives,
whether we take note of it or not.
My earliest memory of McLean
Day was climbing into a red fire
truck. My mouth was agape as my
toddler self was floored in wonder
at the shiny metal and the fire hose.
The firemen and firewomen make
a conscious effort to reach out and
educate society about fire safety.
The police department also lends
out a hand to the community of
education. I remained giddy with
excitement as I sat through a pre-
sentation by a police officer at my
elementary school. I still remem-
ber racing home with a plan to
share with my family all that the
police taught us on what to do in
emergency situations. These volun-
teer heroes don’t just carry out their
duties in a mediocre fashion, but
go above and beyond their calling.

The most overlooked heroes are
right next to you. You see them in
the grocery store, in the library.
Without its volunteers, McLean
would not be the progressive sub-
urb that it currently is. People will-
ing to give their time to straighten
up bookshelves, or help at a
children’s program save not only
money for the organization, but
their acts of kindness resonate

throughout the community.
Say, for example, someone vol-

unteers at a program designed for
disabled children. The program
has volunteers care for the chil-
dren, so that the parents could
have a day off. Long term effects
include the parents being able to
fully contribute to create a healthy
community.

A task as mundane as helping
straighten up the bookshelves at
the library could be an act of gra-
ciousness. Who knows? Maybe
seeing a library with organized
and straightened bookshelves

could encourage people to re-
turn to the library to read.

A hero needn’t be a member of
the CIA, or have to fight battles
overseas. Take a look at Captain
America. He started out as the
scrawny Steve Rogers, a military
brainiac. Everyone else around
him had the capacity to crawl
through barbed wire, or had the
ability to execute countless
pushups. And yet none of them
were willing to sacrifice them-
selves and cover the grenade be-
fore it blew up their troop mates.
All except Steve Rogers. Eventu-
ally, he would continue on to save
the world from destruction. Do
you ever think, “I’m just a human,
how could I ever be special?”

Are there times when you feel
as if you’re just slugging through
yet another nine to five workday,
only to come home too tired to do
anything useful? Remember the
heroes of McLean – the sacrifices
that they have made, and how it
didn’t take much to save the world.

Megan Man
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At Long and Foster...We Sell Homes.

Long & Foster
Great Falls
9841 Georgetown Pike
703-759-7777

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR TOP PRODUCERS FOR 2011!

Long & Foster is delighted to welcome the newest additions to our family!

Masters Club Chairmans
Club

Presidents
Club Founders Club

Chairmans Club Presidents Club

Directors Club Executives Club

Dianne
Van Volkenburg

Top Producer
transfer agent

LeAnne
Anies

Multi-Million Producer
transfer agent

Twee
Ramos

Multi-Million Producer
transfer agent

Kavian
Tahbaz

Nabeel
Elnahal

Elizabeth
Buchanan

David
Wood

Claudia
Sherman

Charlene
Hyneman

Kim
Karanik

Mollie
Vardell

Svetlana
Flewelling

Jay
Ho

Julie
Lantz

Karen
McCarthy

Shihab
Khatib

Debra
Rubin

Mary
AndersonKaren

Washburn
Carol

Jackson
Jane
Peil

Nina
Koeppen

Donna
Uscinski

Lynn
Kemmerer

Eileen
Summers

Debi
Whitaker

Rowena
Wolf

Elizabeth
Putman

Dan Laytham Jan Laytham
$20M+

Anne Morrow Susan Canis

Elizabeth
Hajost

Great Falls Office #1
Individual Agent

Top Producer $15M+
NOVA Top 13

Dianne
Van Volkenburg

Linda
Stokes

LeAnne
Anies

Kavian
Tahbas

$20M+

Great Falls #1
Individual Agent

Top Producer $10M+

Michelina Queri Team
Great Falls #1
Team by Units

Top Producer $10M+
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March 2012
Top Sales in
McLean and
Great Falls

Local REAL ESTATE
Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

© Google Map data
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1

2

8

1  1174 Old Tolson Mill Road,
McLean — $6,000,000

2  814 Leigh
Mill Road,

Great Falls —
$3,900,000

4  886 Chinquapin Road,
McLean — $2,800,000

5  6719
Wemberly Way,
McLean —
$2,795,000

6  922 Dominion Reserve Drive, McLean
— $2,600,000

7  2023 Rockingham Street,
McLean — $2,500,000

Address ................................. BR FB HB .... Postal City ... Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC .. PostalCode ........ Subdivision .............. Date Sold

1  1174 OLD TOLSON MILL RD .. 6 .. 7 . 3 ........ MCLEAN ..... $6,000,000 .... Detached .... 2.00 ........ 22102 ............ ASH GROVE ................ 03/05/12

2  814 LEIGH MILL RD ............... 9 . 10 . 4 ..... GREAT FALLS .. $3,900,000 .... Detached .... 3.50 ........ 22066 ........... FORESTVILLE .............. 03/14/12

3  836 WHANN AVE .................. 6 .. 6 . 2 ........ MCLEAN ..... $3,475,000 .... Detached .... 0.84 ........ 22101 ....... LANGLEY FOREST ........... 03/15/12

4  886 CHINQUAPIN RD ............ 7 .. 8 . 2 ........ MCLEAN ..... $2,800,000 .... Detached .... 5.00 ........ 22102 MCLEAN FALLS AT CHINQUAP ... 03/29/12

5  6719 WEMBERLY WAY ........... 6 .. 6 . 2 ........ MCLEAN ..... $2,795,000 .... Detached .... 1.00 ........ 22101 ........ PARKVIEW HILLS ............ 03/30/12

6  922 DOMINION RESERVE DR . 5 .. 6 . 2 ........ MCLEAN ..... $2,600,000 .... Detached .... 0.94 ........ 22102 ......... GARFIELD PARK ............. 03/30/12

7  2023 ROCKINGHAM ST ......... 5 .. 5 . 3 ........ MCLEAN ..... $2,500,000 .... Detached .... 0.52 ........ 22101 ......... FRANKLIN PARK ............. 03/02/12

8  8535 OLD DOMINION DR ...... 4 .. 5 . 0 ........ MC LEAN .... $2,225,000 .... Detached .... 2.40 ........ 22102 .......... M B DAWKINS .............. 03/15/12

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com
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Home Life Style

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
arm weather
means more time
spent lounging
by the pool or

grilling on the patio. A winter-
worn outdoor space can make
popular warm weather pastimes
less than appealing.

Creating a space that provides
both comfort and style can be a
daunting undertaking.  Local de-
signers are offering suggestions for
creating a luxurious retreat fit for
relaxing or outdoor entertaining.

When a home’s interior flows
effortlessly into its outdoor sur-
roundings, a patio or deck be-
comes an extension of the house.
“Accessories are now focused on
bringing indoor luxuries outside,”
said McLean-based designer
Shanon Munn of Ambi Design Stu-
dio in McLean. “Outdoor furniture
is now made larger and more com-
fortable, and outdoor fabrics are
more beautiful than ever. We’re
really able to match the outside
more closely to a home’s interior.”

Lamps, mirrors and even chan-
deliers are among the trendiest
alfresco accents. Outdoor rugs
deliver an instant elegant impact.
“Another nice luxury is an outdoor
articulating fan,” said Munn.
“Those work twofold. They keep
you and your guest cool and keep mosquitoes away.”

INDULGENCE WAS THE THEME on a Potomac
patio designed by Jim Rill, principal of Rill Archi-
tects. He furnished the space with kitchen appliances
and a television, all built for outdoor use, and topped
it with a stained wood ceiling. “It’s like having a liv-
ing room outdoors,” said Rill. “The spaces are con-
nected to the outside, while also protected from the

elements.”
When designing the patio of an Alexandria home,

Landscape architect Stephen Wlodarczyk of Botani-
cal Decorators incorporated flowers in bursts of color.
“I see the use of bold colors being the trend,” he said.

Wlodarczyk said that growers are developing “de-
signer” flowers in hues that span the color spectrum.

The Best Seats Outside the House
Local designers offer tips
for creating a spectacular
patio or deck.

Trendy alfresco accents like outdoor lamps, mirrors and
even chandeliers can help make a patio or deck feel like
an extension of a home’s interior. McLean-based design-
ers Shanon Munn and Amanda Welch, of Ambi Design
Studio, incorporated these elements into the master deck
of the D.C. Design House.

A kaleidoscopic land-
scape encourages
lounging outdoors.
David Watkins of
Merrifield Garden
Center says such
spaces are created
with vibrantly colored
planters and vivid
flowers like knockout
roses and endless
summer hydrangeas.

Photo courtesy of

Merrifield Garden Center

See Patio,  Page 12
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Custom Marble & Granite Countertops
• FREE Sink with orders for more than

42 square feet
• FREE Measurement • FREE Estimates
• 3-Day Turnaround on both Residential

& Commercial Installations
Visit our New
Showroom!

45720 Woodland Road Suite #115, Sterling, VA 20166
703-350-4155 • www.GPEGranite.com

Licensed & Insured

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

Home Life Style

He has a penchant for coneflowers, which bloom
throughout the summer and come in varieties with
names like hot lava, gumdrop and Maui sunshine.

David Watkins, a Fairfax Station resident and man-
ager of Merrifield Garden Center in Fairfax,
Gainesville and Merrifield agrees that brightly col-
ored blooms pack a powerful punch. “We’re adding
vibrant colors to landscapes with flowers like knock-
out roses and endless summer hydrangeas,” he said.

The trend extends to patio furniture. “We’re go-
ing from patio umbrellas and chair cushions in
browns and blacks to colors like magenta,” said
Watkins.

TO MAKE A PATIO or deck child-friendly, Nancy
Towmey, principal designer of Finnian’s Moon Inte-
riors, an Alexandria-based firm, suggests weather-
proof storage ottomans and child-sized tables and
chairs. “Kids like to be comfortable just like every-
body else,” she said. “Ottomans a great for holding
their toys.”

Don’t skimp when it comes to quality. “I would
encourage people to buy something decent. It is usu-
ally worth the money to invest in something decent,”
she said.

Gina Benincasa, landscape designer with D&A
Dunlevy Landscapers, Inc. says that when building

From Page 11

Patio with
‘European Feel’

When building this McLean patio, design-
ers with D&A Dunlevy Landscapers com-
bined stone and foliage. “Trendier patios
are now very detailed,” said landscape
designer Gina Benincasa.

the patio of a McLean home recently, her team paid
particular attention to the foundation. “Trendier pa-
tios are now very detailed and use all different kinds
of stone like limestone and travertine stone,” she said.
“Adding a pebbled mosaic as part of the patio or in
some cases the whole patio is really decorative and
can give it a European feel.”
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Annandale
3243 Decourcey Ct .......... $359,000 .. Sun 1-4 .. Carol Hermandorfer..Long & Foster..703-503-1812

Arlington
2400 Clarendon Blvd ....... $399,900 .. Sun 1-4............Brianne Riley..Keller Williams..703-688-3155

Broadlands
21528 Thornhill Pl ...........$509,900 .. Sun 2-4 ........... Sharon Nilsen........Prudential..703-403-5504

Fairfax
12560 Royal Wolf Pl........$529,700 .. Sun 1-4 .. Carol Hermandorfer..Long & Foster..703-503-1812
10920 Middlegate Dr .......$569,900 .. Sun 1-4 .............. Dan Mleziva...........RE/MAX..703-380-9915

Fairfax Station
7209 Laketree Dr.............$914,950 .. Sun 1-4...Kathleen Quintarelli ..........Weichert..703-862-8808

Kingstowne/Alexandria
6100 Gardenia Ct.............$360,000 .. Sun 1-4 ............ Jim Souvagis..Long & Foster..703-919-9191

Oak Hill
12721 Ox Meadow Dr ...$1,269,000 ... Sat 2-4...........Jerry Thatcher ..........Weichert..703-795-9848

Oakton
12019 Wandabury Rd...$1,999,000..Sun 1- 4 ............... Ann Romer ..........Weichert..703-597-4289

Reston
1600 Oak Spring Way......$409,000 .. Sun 1-4...........Marnie Schaar..Long & Foster..703-435-4900

Springfield
8238 Taunton Pl .............. $464,900 .. Sun 1-4 .. Carol Hermandorfer..Long & Foster..703-503-1812

Sterling
20615 Cutwater Pl ...........$645,000 .. Sun 1-4..............Bana Qashu..Keller Williams..703-470-3304

Vienna
2127 Docket Ln ............... $629,900 .. Sun 1-4......Herbert Medeiros .. Long & Foster..703-980-9769
1807 Vance Pl ................. $674,500 .. Sun 2-4....Kathleen Hanrahan..Long & Foster..703-873-3500
9722 Days Farm Dr..........$759,000 .. Sun 1-4 .............. Trang Sabel..Samson Props..703-599-8393

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY,

MAY 12 & 13

12721 Ox Meadow Drive, Oak Hill • $1,269,000 • Open
Saturday 2-4 p.m. • Jerry Thatcher, Weichert, 703-795-9848

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.
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Visit These Houses of Worship

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ...

703-938-7736
Washington Christian Church...

703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...

703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ...

703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ...

703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ...
703-255-7075

Fellowship Baptist Church ...
703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ...
703-938-8525

The Light Mission Church ...
703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ...
703-281-4400

New Union Baptist Church...
703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center...

202-331-2122
Church of the Brethern

Oakton Church of the Brethern ...
 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ...

703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ...
703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ...

703-938-6521
Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991

St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church...
703-759-6068

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church...
703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ...

703-759-3509
Church of the Good Shepherd ...

703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336

Ephiphany United Methodist ...
703-938-3494

Great Falls United Methodist...
703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ...
703-938-1233

Vale United Methodist ...
703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ...
571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ...
703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Celebration Center
for Spiritual Living

... 703-560-2030
Christian Assembly Church ...

703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church

...703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ...

703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ...

703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian
Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ...
703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...

703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

SmithChapel@live.com
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

News

The Great Falls Garden Club will
hold its Annual Plant Sale on Satur-
day, May 12 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
In addition to the Plant Sale, the Great
Falls Garden Club will be hosting a
Small Standard Flower Show from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m. at the Great Falls
Library at 9830 Georgetown Pike. One
can see, in the Horticulture Division,
what beautiful flowers can be grown
in the Great Falls area. Everyone is
invited.

Hundreds of plants donated by Club
members will be offered for sale. This
year, in addition to selling a wide
variety of plants, there will also be a
Garden Treasures Sale of items

ranging from plant related books, to
household items donated by Club
members.

Because of the popularity of the
Plant Sale, come early for best
selection; it’s not unusual for all to sell
out by 11:30. The funds raised will be
used to support various Club activities,
including community beautification
projects. By popular demand the Club
has added a Horticultural Resources
page to its website
www.gfgardenclub.org providing links
to information on plant diseases and
pests, helpful books, local public
gardens, plant identification and
more.

Shoppers can choose from a wide range of plants and
shrubs at reasonable prices offered at the Great Falls
Garden Club annual plant sale.
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Great Falls Garden Club’s
Annual Plant Sale

Thank You
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Treat Your Mother
To A Special Greek Dinner

Information
& Reservations

703-556-0788
Happy

Mother’s Day!

6828 Old Dominion Dr.
McLean, VA 22101

www.thegreektaverna.com

Safe Community Coalition
Prescription Medicine Collection

McLean Day
May 19, 2012, 10:00am-5:00pm

McLean Community Center
1234 Ingleside Ave, McLean, VA

Proper disposal of expired and unused medicine prevents:
Accidental intake and poisoning
Adolescent drug misuse and abuse
Damage to our environment

Questions?
E-mail us at:

scc@safecommunitycoalition.net

Drop off unused
medications*
on May 19th

between
10am and 5pm,

at
1234 Ingleside Ave.

Together in partnership with the McLean
Community Center, The Medicine Chest
Pharmacy, the Fairfax County Office of

Public Private Partnerships, the Fairfax-Falls
Church Community Services Board, the

Fairfax County Solid Waste Program and the
McLean District Police Station;

the Safe Community Coalition is working
to maintain a safe community for everyone.

*Only medications in liquid or pill
form may be dropped off. No needles or
pressurized canisters will be accepted.

FRIDAY/MAY 11
An Evening with The Avett

Brothers. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. $39, available
at www.ticketmaster.com or 1-800-
745-3000. Accessible seating is
available for patrons with disabilities
at 703-993-3035.

A Studio Rep Production: Make ‘em
Laugh. 8 p.m. McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
“Sure Thing” and “The Philadelphia”
by David Ives, “An Ongoing
Examination of the True Meaning of
Life” by S.W. Senek and “Penitent,” an
original play by Samantha Downey.
Presented by Studio Rep, a company of
local high school students. For age 12

and up. $10-$15.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

SATURDAY/MAY 12
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra. 8

p.m. George Mason University Center
for the Arts, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax.

With pianist Adam Golka. Britten’s
Sinfonia da Requiem, Debussy’s La
Mer, Ravel’s Concerto for the Left
Hand, and Elgar’s Enigma Variations.
Free pre-concert discussion for
ticketholders at 7 p.m. Tickets $25-
$55. info@fairfaxsymphony.org.

Great Falls Garden Club Plant Sale
and Flower Show. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great

Falls. Plant sale 9 a.m.-1 p.m., flower
show 1-4 p.m. Free admission. 703-
759-3130 or joanburkgren@cox.net.

Great Falls Citizens Association
3rd Annual Walk along the
Potomac River. 1 p.m. Fraser
Preserve, 101 Springvale Road, Great
Falls. See some of the largest trees in
Virginia, led by Tree Commissioner
Bob Vickers. See marshes,
woodlands, a variety of birds and
more. Free. Wear good walking shoes
and bring a water bottle.
bcanis@yahoo.com.

Victorian Hanging Baskets. 10 a.m.
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, 9750
Meadowlark Gardens Court, Vienna.

Entertainment

See Entertainment,  Page 15

Send announcements to greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following week’s paper. Photos/
artwork encouraged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

Celebrate students,
camps, schools, enrich-
ment programs, colleges
and more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning, Fun
pages, the third week
of every month.
Questions? E-mail
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Suggestions? E-mail
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Margaret Haddad
Studio of Classical Bal-
let will present “The

Snow Queen” at the Madeira
School in McLean Saturday,
May 12. This is the fourth time
Haddad has put on the show
since coming to Great Falls and
the first since 2006.

She first put it on while liv-
ing in Kenya in 1986, as a
fundraiser for the cancer ward
of the Jomo Kenyatta Hospital.

“We’ve got around 60 people
in the show, each one playing
multiple roles,” Haddad said.
“Each character change in-
volves a change in personality

as well, which is good for the
dancers, to imagine bringing a
different character to life.”

The story is based off Hans
Christian Andersen’s fairy tale
of the same name, first pub-
lished in 1845. It tells the story
of playmates Kai (played by
Anthony Haddad, 9) and Gerda
(played by Justine Verheul, 13)
who encounter supernatural
beings.

“The Snow Queen” will be
performed Saturday, May 12 at
2 and 7 p.m. at The Madeira
School, 8328 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. Tickets are $20 for
adults, $15 for students and
seniors and $12 for children.
Tickets can be purchased by
calling 703-759-3366.

Haddad Ballet Presents
‘The Snow Queen’
Performance will be studios fourth
in Great Falls, first since 2006.

From left,
Alexis Unwalla,
18, as the
Snow Queen
and Eliza
Campbell, 17,
as Frost, part
of the Haddad
Studio of
Classical
Ballet’s perfor-
mance of “The
Snow Queen”
which will take
place May 12.

From left, Sophie Foulad, 11; Ava Campbell, 8;
Sabrina Luz, 10; Rachel Keenan, 9, and Nicole Luz,
12, will be a part of the Haddad Ballet’s performance
of “The Snow Queen” on May 12.
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Entertainment

From Page 14

Fill moss-covered baskets with a variety
of foliage and flowering plants. $30.
Pre-payment required at 703-255-
3631.

A Studio Rep Production: Make
‘em Laugh. 8 p.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. “Sure Thing” and “The
Philadelphia” by David Ives, “An
Ongoing Examination of the True
Meaning of Life” by S.W. Senek and
“Penitent,” an original play by
Samantha Downey. Presented by
Studio Rep, a company of local high
school students. For age 12 and up.
$10-$15.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Starshine Theater: Folk Tales USA.
7 p.m. The Grange Theater, 9818
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Starring local students. Reception
follows. Reserve at 703-790-9050 or
Pat@StarshineTheater.com.

The Snow Queen, A Two Act
Children’s Ballet. 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. Madeira School, 8328
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Presented
by the Studio of Classical Ballet.
Tickets: Adults $20, seniors and
studenst $18, children $15. 703-759-
3366.

Church Yard Sale. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Charles Wesley United Methodist
Church, 6817 Dean Drive, McLean.
Hot dog lunch served mid-day.
Sponsored by the United Methodist
Men of Charles Wesley UMC.
www.charleswesleyumc.org.

Bids Benefiting Kids Concert at
1:30 p.m.; An Evening with
David Lindley at 7:30 p.m.; In The
Lobby Bar with SNRG presents
“Simple Variety” at 10 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. East,
Vienna. www.janmminjava.com.

SUNDAY/MAY 13
Clarinetist Robert Patterson and

Pianist Audrey Andrist. 3 p.m.
Alden Theatre, McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
The Bernstein Clarinet Sonata, the
Brahms Clarinet Sonata No. 2,
Debussy’s Premiere Rhapsodie and
more. Free. 703-620-9535 or 703-
324-8344.

Songs of Mothers From the Bible.
5 p.m. Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 10550 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. An original cantata by
Jane R. Cooper. Donations accepted
to benefit African women with HIV
and AIDS. 703-795-6068.

Breakfast Buffet. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Vienna American Legion, 330 Center
St, N, Vienna. Adults $8, children $3.
Omelets, scrambled eggs, blueberry
pancakes, bacon and more. Open to
the public. 703-938-6580.

Alleghany St., Dan Fisk, Crossover
757 and Brian Franke at 1:30
p.m.; Garrison Starr CD Release
Show and Erick Baker at 7:30
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
East, Vienna. www.janmminjava.com.

MONDAY/MAY 14
John Parr (St. Elmo’s Fire) and

Anthony Da Costa. 7:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. East,
Vienna. www.janmminjava.com.

TUESDAY/MAY 15
Never Shout Never, Koji, Kurt

Travis and Bearcat. 6:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

McLean Branch of the American
Association of University
Women Spring Dinner. 6:30 p.m.
Assaggi Osteria, 6641 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean. Featuring speaker
Johnnetta Cole, Director of the
Smithsonian National Museum of
African Art, on African Art: Why is it
Important to American Art and
Culture. Dinner $38.50. All welcome.
Reserve at 703-356-0529 or
www.mcleanaauw.org.
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Sports
Great Falls Connection Sports

Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Highlanders Hoping to Take
Off in Soccer Postseason
District OT losses have
hurt McLean boys, but
team is poised for strong
showing at upcoming
Liberty tournament.

The McLean High boys’ soccer team lost to
South Lakes 2-1 in overtime during the
regular season. The Seahawks could be the
Highlanders first round Liberty District
playoff opponent next week.
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By Rich Sanders

The Connection

I
t has been a season of several frustrating, down
to the wire losses for the McLean High boys’
soccer team. On the other hand, the Highland-
ers have also won enough games to have

clinched a winning regular season record and to be-
lieve they can be an impact team at the upcoming
Liberty District and perhaps even the Northern Re-
gion playoffs.

“I think we’ve played well,” said McLean head coach
Mike Anderson, whose team held a decent enough 6-
4-2 overall record with one regular season game re-
maining. “We’ve been a little unfortunate.”

McLean, which was scheduled to close out the regu-
lar season on Wednesday, May 9 of this week with a
district home game versus Marshall, is 3-3 in district
play. All three of the Highlanders Liberty losses - set-
backs to Jefferson, 1-0; South Lakes, 2-1; and Lan-
gley, 2-1 - came in the late stages of second overtime
sessions.

In the most recent defeat - a district home setback
to cross-town rival Langley last Wednesday night,
May 2 - the Highlanders held a 1-0 lead late in regu-
lation play before the talented Saxons tied the con-
test and ultimately won in extra play.

Those close game losses McLean has undergone this
season are going to have to be the types of games the
Highlanders win if they want to make a strong run at
next week’s eight-team Liberty District tournament.

“Some of it has been lack of focus,” said Ander-
son, of the overtime district losses. “And we’ve been
a little bit unlucky.”

McLean is likely to be the district tournament’s No.
4-seed and will meet either South Lakes or Stone
Bridge in a first round (quarterfinals) game next
Monday night, May 14. If the Highlanders clinch the
No. 4-seed by beating Marshall this week, they will
host their first round playoff game on Monday.

By winning its playoff opener, McLean would ad-
vance to a district semifinals contest at Fairfax High
School on Wednesday, May 16. Also, a quarterfinals
win would automatically qualify McLean for the fol-
lowing week’s 16-team Northern Region playoffs. A
loss, however, would end the Highlanders’ season.

Anderson believes his team, which has proven to
be an offensive juggernaut this spring (an impres-
sive 36 goals over 12 games), can catch fire and get
on a postseason roll.

“I think we’re really starting to find our stride,” said
Anderson, whose team looked outstanding last Friday
night - two evenings following the disappointing loss
to Langley - in a 5-1 district win over visiting Madison.
“We have an awesome team and can beat anybody.”

But the coach also realizes his team can be beaten if
it is not on its game. Monday’s quarterfinals round play-
off affair, against either South Lakes or Stone Bridge,

will be a must-win game against a good opponent.
Anderson said both the Seahawks and Bulldogs are

good teams. He said South Lakes, while not a pro-
lific scoring team, is tough and good on defense.
Stone Bridge, he said, is outstanding in scoring off
of set pieces and would also be quite a challenge.
McLean did beat Stone Bridge during the regular
season by a 4-2 score on May 1 in Ashburn.

DEFENSIVELY, McLean has played fairly solid this
season.

“Our defense is good,” said Anderson. “We’ve had
some hiccups.”

A couple of positional changes proved to be ben-
eficial for McLean in the win over Madison.
Midfielders Theo Erickson and David Galdo, both
juniors, were moved back to defender positions while
a couple of defenders, including Jonathan Dunn,
moved to midfield.

“Both are natural defenders and stabilize the back
for us,” said Anderson, of talented players Erickson
and Galdo.

Anderson was pleased with the way his players took
to and responded to the changes. McLean scored all
five of its goals over the first 50 minutes of play ver-
sus the Warhawks. Dunn contributed a pair of as-
sists. The Highlanders played a solid game defen-
sively and displayed some firepower on offense.

“We have so much arsenal on offense,” said Anderson.
McLean’s top goal scorers this spring have been

senior forward Mark Saunders (10 goals), senior
midfielder Mike Russo (8), and senior defenseman
Kyle Pyne (7).

Saunders, Russo, and Pyne are senior team cap-
tains, along with midfielder Nikolas Pavlis and goalie
Rob Maffei.

Russo (University of Central Florida) and Maffei
(Manhatten College) have accepted partial scholar-
ships to play collegiate soccer next school year.

Anderson said his 2012 Highlanders have a good,
winning mindset.

“Mentally, they’re a very strong group with strong
captains,” said the coach. “They lost a heart-breaker
versus their main rival [Langley] and came back and
beat Madison.”

George C. Marshall High
School is pleased to announce
the hiring of Sarah Baker as its
new head gymnastics coach.
Coach Baker brings with her 12
years of competitive experience
and most recently served as an
assistant with both the Marshall
and McLean High coaching
staffs. Last season, Mclean fin-
ished first in the Liberty District
and Marshall was third. As the
new head coach for Marshall,
Baker will continue to develop
Statesmen student athletes to
become the best they can be in
both the classroom and in gym-
nastics.

The Langley High girls’
softball team, in a Liberty
District home game versus first
place Stone Bridge last Tuesday,
May 1, lost by an 11-6 score.
Langley gained an early lead
with a single by Taylor Chason,
sacrifice bunt by Kaitryn Evans,
and a sacrifice fly by Maggie
Natal. The Saxons added to the
lead in the bottom of the third
inning with singles by Gabi
Pijaca and Julia Weeks, and a
triple by Taylor Chason. Singles
by Kaitryn Evans, Karina Strum,
and an RBI off the bat of Natal
increased Langley’s lead to 5-

The Langley High girls’ tennis team is this season’s
champion of the Liberty District after going 14-0
over the regular season. This year marks the first
time in at least 10 years that the Langley girls’ team
has gone unbeaten during the regular season. Lan-
gley, under head coach Sara Vincent, will be compet-
ing at the Northern Region Championships begin-
ning Thursday, May 17.
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0. Stone Bridge rallied and
scored two runs in the top of
the fourth. But Langley did not
relent. A single by Mel Dronfield
and a double by Gabi Pijaca
added an additional run to make
the score 6-2 Langley through
four innings. Stone Bridge, how-
ever, stepped up and scored five
runs in the fifth inning and four
more in the seventh to gain con-
trol of the game.

Three days later, Langley, in
a pitcher’s duel at district op-
ponent Madison, was edged by
a 1-0 score. Emily Templin
pitched all six innings for the
Saxons, striking out four
Warhawks and allowing just
four hits. With the game score-
less in the sixth inning, Maggie
Natal tripled with two outs. But
Madison pitcher Kelsey Ross
then retired the next batter for
the final out, stranding Natal at
third. Madison scored its run in
the bottom half of the sixth and
Ross retired the Saxons in or-
der in the seventh to seal the
win for the Warhawks. Ross,
over seven innings, allowed just
one hit. Both teams, through-
out the game, made numerous
good defensive plays in the field
to back their pitchers.

Sports Roundups

The McLean High boys’ tennis team recently cap-
tured the Liberty District championship. Next up for
head coach Aavo Tomkov’s team is the postseason
with the Liberty District Tournament, set to run this
week (Monday, May 7 through Friday, May 11) at
both McLean High and Lewinsville Park. The North-
ern Region Tournament is scheduled for next week
beginning on Monday, May 14.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

Chesapeake Bay Waterfront

Julie Beal
443-254-0531

Deale, MD
301-261-9700

Just 20 minutes from beltway -- the western shore
of the Chesapeake Bay. Boat, fish, crab or just
relax and enjoy the views without crossing the Bay
bridge. Weekend cottages or year-round living.

House shown MLS# AA 7794981.
Call for more information.

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Rummage & Bake Sale.
Sat 5/19  8-2. Clo, furn, bks, 
toys, HH. St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 7426 Idylwood Rd, 

Falls Church. 703-573-0295.

204 Motorcycles

Harley Davidson FLHT, 1996 
– radio and tour pac added 

plus extras – 32k miles - 
Excellent condition -- $11,200 

OBO – Call 703-626-8160

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

ELECTRICAL ASSISTANT

PROJECT MANAGER
Large electrical contractor has opening for 

Assistant Project Manager. Minimum 
requirement 3 to 5 years experience in 

electrical or mechanical project 
management or estimating. Excellent 

benefits. Mail resume and cover letter to: 
Dynalectric Company, 22930 Shaw Road, 

Suite #100, Dulles, VA 20166 or 
email to dyna_info@dynalectric-dc.com. 

No phone calls please. EOE

Garden Center
Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-

ing people to stock our products at a 
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 

and locations go to  
www.bellimpact.com

MEDICAL OFFICE

Busy friendly internal medicine office has 
opening for a medical assistant, LPN or 

RN.  8 to 11 AM.   Monday - Friday.  
Flexible schedule.  Must be experienced 
in blood draws.  Office located at 123 & 

Burke Centre Pkwy.  
Call Pat 703-764-4850.

Nysmith School
for the Gifted Herndon, VA

Nysmith School, Preschool through 8th Grade
Hiring for 2012-2013 academic year

College Degree Required:
• Preschool Co-Teachers
• Elementary Co-Teachers
• Middle School Co-Teachers

• Computers-knowledge of Photoshop Elements,
  Lego Mindstorms, MSWLogo, Storytelling Alice
  and XHTML a plus
• Science (H.S. Level) Part/Full Time
• Math (H.S. Level) Part Time
• Latin

Join our Playground Team!
Looking for several people to assist teachers in monitor-
ing children at recess on the playground.  Fun and friendly
environment – Flexible Hours.  $12/hr.

Send resumes to resume@nysmith.com; Fax 703-713-3336

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER
Small bookkeeping firm in Vienna is looking 

for an experienced bookkeeper to assist in 
full-charge bookkeeping assignments.

Applicant must be proficient in QuickBooks 
Premier and QuickBooks Online accounting 
software.  A bachelor’s degree in Accounting 

is preferred.
Submit resume and salary requirement via 
e-mail to:  shirley@justbookkeepers.com

Do you want to work for a company
that rewards you every day?

Professional Healthcare Resources, a home care and
hospice agency with 17 years of experience, has open-
ings for Personal Care Aides (CNAs & Home Health Aides)
in the McLean, Herndon, Chantilly, Sterling and Vienna
areas.  As well as the intangible reward of knowing you
are helping someone who needs you every day.  We also
offer flexible scheduling for the right person.

For more information or to apply please call our
job line at 703-752-8777 ext. 900.  www.phri.com.

Please quote code NOVA3 when calling.

Software Developer– Requires MS in 
comp sci/apps, info sys or eng plus 3 YR 
exp (5YR w/BS).  Job in Vienna, VA. 
Email resumes to Resolvit Resources, 
LLC- jsizelove@resolvit.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Rafferty
(703) 728-7438

Driveway Sealcoating
Brush and Spray

Hot Rubber Crack Filler
Groups Discounts

Driveway Sealcoating
Brush and Spray

Hot Rubber Crack Filler
Groups Discounts

ASPHALT ASPHALT

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter and Home Services
Roofing, Gutters, Siding

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDY POWER
703-731-3560

* Plumbing * Bathrooms * Carpentry

* Electrical * Ceiling Fans * Painting

* Deck Repair * Power Wash
Free Estimates

Licensed • Insured

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

703-204-0733

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios • Exposed Aggregate
Sidewalks • Carports  • Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick• Stonework

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomacmasonry.net

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Mulching & Edging
10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY       Lic. & Ins! 
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CONCRETE

CONCRETE
No Job too Small
Driveways Patios 

Stamped Concrete

703-336-7917

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Mother’s Day Photo Gallery

Great Falls residents (from left to right) Tess and Tim
Higgins with their mom, Una.

Brooke, 7, and mom Patty Dawn, of Great Falls, share
a hug after school.

Cynthia Travers and Cristina Travers Ruzila, both of
Great Falls, on a Mom/Daughter getaway in Cancun,
Mexico. Just celebrating life!

Wendy Pan, of Great Falls, with her boys (husband
Gary with Garrett, Wesley and Mitchell).

Halloween 2011 at the Great Falls Village - Rose,
Melodee, and Gloria Boos.

Melodee and Rose Boos, of Great Falls, walking at
River Bend.

Mostly. All things considered, and as a
stage IV (terminal) lung cancer patient, it’s
impossible – for me, to not consider all things.

What I’m considering in this column is
how – and why – I typically respond to well-
meaning inquiries regarding my health.
Generally speaking, I’m not going to give any
in-depth answers to most people who ask. I
am happy to provide a relatively curt, but
courteous answer. I’m not inclined (nor do I
feel the need) to give any unsuspecting – or
even a suspecting and sincere questioner,
both barrels: diagnosis, prognosis, appoint-
ments, scan results, treatment protocol, etc.
It’s “T.M.I.” It’s not that I’m uncomfortable or
even unwilling – or unable to respond in this
kind of detail, it’s more that I’m unenthusias-
tic. I’d really rather, unless compelled by a
particularly persistent person, to not bother/
bore anybody with chapter and verse about
how I got to where I am. It’s not exactly that I
don’t feel it’s anybody’s business (obviously I
do, given the content of my weekly column),
it’s more that I’m selfish, sort of. My delusion
is, the less I talk about having cancer, the less
serious my circumstances are. It’s a reworked
version of George Costanza’s advice to Jerry
Seinfeld on how to beat a lie-detector test:
“It’s not a lie, if you believe it.” If I don’t
blather on about it (having cancer), it’s not
that serious. Alternatively, the more I talk
about it, the more believable it becomes and
the more inevitable are the consequences. If I
don’t give it life (by talking about it), perhaps
it dies and I don’t.

Don’t get me wrong, I will talk about hav-
ing cancer (I certainly write about it enough),
but it doesn’t really bring me the kind of joy
that most opportunities to talk about oneself
generally do. Oh sure, I have a pretty good
story to tell; having outlived my original prog-
nosis by years, but perhaps the less said, the
better. Sometimes I feel as if I’m flying under
the radar and the fact that I was diagnosed
with incurable, stage IV lung cancer in Feb-
ruary, 2009 has slipped through the cracks
somehow and been forgotten. To that end, as
much as possible – in public, I try not to
dwell on having cancer. I have it. Next. If I
don’t publicize it, maybe I don’t hasten its
apparently delayed effect.

There’s so much that goes on, psychologi-
cally – in my head, when it comes to having
cancer. Accepting it is one thing – which I’ve
done, but being victimized by it is quite
another and something I will not allow. Of
course I have some physical issues that pre-
vent me living a “normal” life, but I view
them more as opportunities to make the best
of a bad situation rather than making the
worst of it. Where’s the future in that? There
isn’t, at least in my strategic plan. And though
I joke about pretending and being in denial
about having cancer; the truth is, I’m quite
comfortable with my circumstances – and my
attitude. I really am “fine” with all of it.

Sometimes, most times in fact, I’d simply
rather not talk about it. I’d rather talk about
something else, anything else. It’s actually
therapeutic to do so. Thanks for asking
though, but not for the reason you might
think. Oddly enough, though it’s a question I
realize will be asked, as often as not, it pro-
vides me an opportunity to give an answer
that you might not expect: it’s not always
about me, and it shouldn’t be, in spite of my
circumstances. Life goes on – for all of us, and
that’s what interests me.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“I’m Fine”
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