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Herndon
Remembers

Fallen
News, Page 3

Animals Assaulted
At Kidwell Barn
News, Page 5

Herndon Festival set
For May 31-June 3

Entertainment, Page 7

Herndon Festival set
For May 31-June 3

Entertainment, Page 7

Animals Assaulted
At Kidwell Barn
News, Page 5

Herndon
Remembers

Fallen

 Herndon Mayor Steve DeBenedittis and
American Legion Post 184 Commander

Dave Kirby lay wreaths at the graves of two
unknown Confederate soldiers at Chestnut

Grove Cemetery Monday, May 28.
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Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Time to schedule
your child’s cleaning

during
Summer Vacation!

DooleyDooley

ApolloApollo

703-471-7120
Our Technicians are our employees

681 Spring Street, Herndon
Same Location 40 Years • In Business 47 Years
Around the corner from the Ice House • Across the street from the Fire Station

Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thur & Fri - 9-6, Wed - 9-5, Sat - 9-3

HUGE
ORIENTAL
RUG SALE

www.RobertsCarpets.com

Hand-knotted, Persian, Pakistan and India
& Karastan 100% Wool

Oriental Rug Cleaning
Washed at Our Location

• Reweaving • New Fringes
• Repairs of all types of Oriental

Rugs • All repairs

50% OFF

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to herndon@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

MONDAY/JUNE 4
Legislative Update. 7 p.m. Reston

Association Conference Center,
12001 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston.
Review of recent Virginia General
Assembly legislation affecting
residents and common-interest
communities. Free. 703-435-6503 or
Arlene@reston.org.

HYS Comets White U16 Travel
Team Tryouts. 8 a.m. Herndon
High School, 700 Bennett St.,
Herndon. Trained and coached by
Todd Hamlin (USSF B License) with
Total Futbol. 703-489-6686 or
www.eteamz.com/hyscometswhite.

FRIDAY/JUNE 8
Friday Forum Business

Networking. 7:30 a.m. Sheraton
Reston Hotel Syrah Restaurant,
11810 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston.
Business professionals focused on
generating business for members
through qualified referrals. New
group being formed. Meeting free
and open to all, breakfast available
for purchase. Meetings every Friday.
703-802-0334.

HYS Comets White U16 Travel
Team Tryouts. 6:30 p.m. Herndon
High School, 700 Bennett St.,
Herndon. Trained and coached by
Todd Hamlin (USSF B License) with
Total Futbol. 703-489-6686 or
www.eteamz.com/hyscometswhite.

Bulletin

Board

To honor
dad on
Father’s Day,
send us your
favorite snap-
shots of you
with your dad
and The
Connection
will publish
them in our
Father’s Day
issue. Be sure
to include
some informa-
tion about
what’s going
on in the
photo, plus
your name
and phone
number and
town of resi-
dence. To e-
mail photos,
send to:

herndon@
connection

news
papers.com

 “Me
and My
 Dad”
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News

Herndon Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or herndon@connectionnewspapers.com

Beautifying Downtown
Artist Keith Naquin paints mural
on NAPA Auto Parts building.

Artist Keith Naquin stands in front of his mural,
which he is painting on the back of the NAPA Auto
Parts building in downtown Herndon.
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

Since April, Keith Naquin has
been hard at work on a brick
wall. The artist was recently
contracted by the Council for
the Arts of Herndon to trans-
form the rear of the NAPA Auto
Parts building in downtown
Herndon into a picturesque
glimpse of rural life.

Naquin recently retired from
teaching art, photography and
computer graphics at Herndon
High School. He started his own
business, as he puts it, “actually
doing the things I’ve been teach-
ing,” which is designing logos
and graphics.

Seen from Locust street,
Naquin has been transforming
93 feet spread over three sepa-
rate walls, each 13 feet high. It’s
made of cinderblock, which
Naquin says makes it harder to
get the small details and lines
down. He spent the first few
days scraping the existing paint
off, then putting on two coats

of primer.

ABOUT A THIRD of the paint-
ing is a cloud-filled sky, which
then gives way to rolling green
mountains and gently sloping
fields, ponds and several other
rural landscape features, a
barn, vineyard, pond and more.

“I like to work in layers, so
I’ll slowly build it up, from big-
ger details to small,” he said.
“And I constantly have to step
back and look, because up close
it can look completely differ-
ent.”

Naquin is also incorporating
the building’s features into his
landscape. The floodlights on
the corners will become part of
a painted lamppost, and the
rear entrance door is now part
of a gazebo.

“I thought it would be a cool
idea to be able to enter the ga-
zebo, I just had to figure a way
to use that door,” he said.

Naquin says his inspiration
comes from pictures of winery
See Brightening,  Page 4

Herndon Mayor Steve DeBenedittis and American Legion Post 184 Commander Dave
Kirby salute wreaths laid at the graves of two unknown Confederate soldiers at Chest-
nut Grove Cemetery Monday, May 28.
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From left, Cadet Lt. Alastair Young
and Cadet Lt. Claire Hirchhorn of
the Herndon High School Jr. ROTC
carry the American and Virginia
flag to the Memorial Day obser-
vance at Chestnut Grove Cemetery
Monday, May 28.

Herndon Remembers Fallen
Chestnut Grove hosts annual observance ceremony.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Town of
Herndon hosted
its annual Me-
morial Day ob-

servance at Chestnut Grove
Cemetery Monday, May 28.
Members of the American Le-
gion joined with local officials
and dozens of residents to
commemorate the lives given
up for their country.

Dave Kirby,
councilmember-elect and
commander of American Le-
gion Post 184, pointed to re-
cent conflicts as the latest
generation of soldiers, sailors,
airmen, Marines and guards-
men who volunteered to
serve this country’s freedom.

“By the time our last re-
maining troops returned from
Iraq in December 2011,
nearly 4,500 of their com-
rades lost their lives during
Operation Iraqi Freedom and
New Dawn. We continue to
lose American heroes every-
day in Afghanistan, military
training accidents and missions around the world.
The loss to their families, friends, fellow service mem-
bers and country is permanent.”

Kirby pointed to the example of Marine Cpl. Jason
Dunham, the first Marine to receive the Medal of
Honor since the Vietnam War. Dunham was in Iraq
when his unit came under fire, and in the course of
action, a live grenade was dropped by the enemy
and Dunham threw himself over it, shielding his fel-
low Marines from the blast.

Dunham died eight days later, and was posthu-
mously given the Medal of Honor in Jan. 2007.

“From the American Revolution to the Global War
on Terror, one million American men and women like

Cpl. Dunham have made the
supreme sacrifice,” Kirby said.
“They died so that we could
continue to cherish the things
we love: God, country and
family.”

A NEW FLAG was flying
over the cemetery Monday,
the black and white POW-
MIA flag, which pays tribute
to American service members
that have been prisoners of
war or are missing in action.

Herndon Mayor Steve
DeBenedittis put out a man-
date that the flag be flown in
the Town of Herndon at the
cemetery, the town hall and
the municipal center. The
American Legion donated the
three flags to the town.

DeBenedittis spoke at the
event, and he recalled a free
moment he had last week
when he was able to kick a
soccer ball around with his
son. He said it brought to
mind a family friend and
former Langley teacher Dave
Sharrett, who used to play
outside with his son, Dave

Sharrett II.
Pfc. Dave Sharrett II was killed in Iraq in January

2008 while serving with the Army.
“The details of Pfc. Sharrett’s passing are still un-

der investigation, but what is abundantly clear is the
pain, the heartbreak and the fierce pride felt by his
family,” he said. “By his service, and his sacrifice,
that boy whose carefree days tossing a ball with his
dad in Oakton set an example of heroism and pa-
triotism that’s a shining example of inspiration to us
all.”

The Oakton post office on White Granite was
named after Pfc. Sharrett in 2008.



4  ❖  Oak Hill/Herndon Connection  ❖  May 30 - June 5, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

From Page 3

Brightening the Town

AFTER: Almost six weeks later, artist Keith Naquin
has transformed the back of the NAPA Auto Parts
building in downtown Herndon.

BEFORE: The back of the NAPA Auto Parts building in
downtown Herndon before artist Keith Naquin began
his mural.

tours he’s taken, as well as the
landscape along Route 81 go-
ing south. The father of six chil-
dren who went to schools along
that corridor, he said it’s a trip
he’s made many times.

He says he’s thankful that it’s
mostly been good weather so
far, he’s only had to redo a few
things. The project has been
more demanding than his
teaching schedule, he works
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and then a half-
day on Saturdays.

“It’s been more challenging
than I thought because of the
sheer scope, but I’ve really en-
joyed it,” he said. “In fact, I can’t
wait to go to work. I show up,
put my iPod in, and I just get
engrossed, I can lose track of
time quite easily.”

Even when he gets home af-
ter a long day, Naquin says he’s
“always pondering” his next
move, and when he can, he’ll
even head to a place like Sky-
line Drive for inspiration. He
credits the Council for the Arts
of Herndon with conceiving of
the project.

“They’re trying to keep arts
alive, and this is a great way to
spread it around Herndon, and
turn an old dilapidated build-
ing into something special,” he
said. “For me personally, I was
in a quandary when it came to
finding something to do after

retirement, and I’m just so
grateful that I can do something
that’s truly my passion.”

His work has already bright-
ened up the daily routines of
several local residents.

“I walk my daughter to
Herndon Middle School, and
it’s become a special part of my
day,” said Julia Montague, who
lives on nearby Oak Street. “We
have a game, where every day
we look at it in the morning,
and when I pick her up we try
and see what has changed
throughout the day. She has so
much fun that on weekends
she’ll ask me, ‘what do you
think will be there next?’“

RANDY SAEZ of Herndon said
the mural has noticeably im-
proved the feel of that section
of Locust Street.

“It’s like night and day look-
ing at the building and the
parking lot, it seems like it sort
of radiates out to the surround-
ings as well,” he said. “Before
it was just a beat up old brick
building and an old parking lot,
but the colors make it a sort of
beacon that just brightens up
the whole block.”

Naquin says he still needs to
add details to the foreground of
the mural, and says he hopes
to be done around mid-June.

More information on the Arts
Council can be found at
www.herndonarts.org.
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News

Greeting New ‘Fellow Americans’
Fairfax County
hosts fourth annual
naturalization ceremony.

Seventy-five candidates took the Oath of
Allegiance during a special naturalization
ceremony May 25 at the Fairfax County
Government Center. The ceremony is part
of the county’s Asian-Pacific American
Heritage Month celebrations.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

M
y fellow Americans,” U.S. Rep
Gerry Connolly (D-11) said with
gravitas, pausing to let the mean-
ing sink in.

And when it did, 75 immigrants - from Afghani-
stan to Uzbekistan - who had just raised their right
hand and taken the Oath of Allegiance to become
American citizens, erupted with applause and tears,
waving American flags and hugging family members.
They were gathered at the Fairfax County Govern-
ment Center Friday, May 25, for the county’s fourth
annual naturalization ceremony.

“You now join us…Every new wave of immigrants
refreshes us, makes us stronger,” Connolly said, lead-
ing the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

“I am happy for today,” said Shahinaz Hassan, a
recent immigrant from Egypt who lives in Fairfax.
“Everything gets easier here,” she said in halting
English. She said she was looking forward to voting
in the presidential elections this fall.

Yesuf Beshir, originally from Ethiopia, works as a
government contractor in Springfield and brought
his daughter, Kedja, 4, who was born in Virginia, to
the ceremony. Beshir said he pursued American citi-
zenship for many reasons.

“I am proud of being an American,” Beshir said.
“The main thing is democracy. Here, you can vote.
You can be what you want in America. You can be
president…If you want to be a doctor, you can be a
doctor,” he said, smiling at his daughter. “I tell her
the possibilities are endless.”

MODERATED by Corazon Sandoval Foley, the natu-
ralization ceremony for 75 candidates from around
the globe was part of the county’s Asian-Pacific
American Heritage Month celebrations. The event
began with the Presentation of Colors by the Fairfax
County Public Safety Honor Guard and the National
Anthem sung by Captain Francis Mensah of the

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department (FCFRD).
Samuel DeVera, a captain with the county’s Fire

and Rescue Department and a member of the Fairfax
County Asian American Firefighters’ Association,
gave the keynote address, telling the audience his
personal story of coming to America from the Philip-
pines when he was 14 years old in 1983. After be-
coming a paramedic in 1994, he received a Valor
award and, in 2010, scored first on the test to be-
come a captain with the Fire and Rescue Department.

“Look at me. The one thing I can say is work hard
to make you and your families better,” DeVera said.
“If you’re vice president of the company, aim to be
president. I’m not here to encourage you; I want to
challenge you.”

Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova (D-
At-large) presented the Certificates of Naturalization
to the new Americans.

“Some of you have endured hardships to arrive at
this time and place,” Bulova said in her remarks. “All
of you have invested your time, money and efforts
to become citizens. Many of you came here to es-
cape war or endless poverty.”

She said she was “proud” to see the growing num-
ber of small businesses being opened by immigrants.

“Fairfax County has a very strong
sense of community. Our residents
and corporate neighbors are highly
engaged, with a seat at the table
when decisions are made…You
who are here today now officially
have a seat at that table.”

Andrew Eade from England re-
ceived a loud applause and cheers
from his family and friends when
Bulova presented him with his cer-
tificate. A resident of Herndon for
16 years, Eade said he wanted to
become a citizen so he could “fully
participate in the system and
vote.”

“You want to feel like you are
getting your voice heard,” he said.

THE NATURALIZATION CAN-
DIDATES originated from nearly
30 countries, including Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Burma,
China, El Salvador, Iraq, Iran,
South Korea and Sudan.

“

From left, Andrew Eade, wife Stephanie and son Greyson,
21-months, of Herndon. Andrew Eade, from England, was
one of 75 candidates who took the Oath of Allegiance
during a special naturalization ceremony May 25 at the
Fairfax County Government Center.
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Custom Marble & Granite Countertops
• FREE Sink with orders for more than

42 square feet
• FREE Measurement • FREE Estimates
• 3-Day Turnaround on both Residential

& Commercial Installations
Visit our New
Showroom!

45720 Woodland Road Suite #115, Sterling, VA 20166
703-350-4155 • www.GPEGranite.com

Licensed & Insured

GPE
GRANITE

Est’d 1999

6707 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
maesdress@gmail.com • 703-356-6333

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10am to 5:30pm. Sale Terms: All Sales Final.
No adjustments. We Accept: Visa, MC, Discover, AMEX.

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

Every Single Item Must Be Sold

Total Stock Liquidation

STORE CLOSING
Final 4 Days!

Over 200
Daymor dresses!

Never before have prices
been so low. Mother of the

Bride/Groom, Bar/Bat Mitzvah,
Special Occasion! Starting

at 75% off! Dealers
welcome!

75% to
90% OFF!

Sportswear, accessories,
dresses, knits, suits,
evening separates,

and more! Last
4 days! Dealers

welcome!

Be here for
the final days.

We will mark it down
until it is gone.

Dealers welcome.
Call Amanda

(812) 865-6513.

Wednesday,
May 30

75% off
entire stock!

Thursday,
May 31

80% off
entire stock!

Friday,
June 1

85% off
entire stock!

Saturday,
June 2

Final Day!

News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
wo goats, a calf and a chicken were as-
saulted at Kidwell Barn at Frying Pan
Farm Park sometime between 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 26 and 7 a.m. Sunday, May

27. Staff at Kidwell Farm at Frying Pan Park went to
feed the animals the morning of Sunday, May 27 and
found the animals, who were injured by an unknown
assailant.

According to the Fairfax County Police Department,
one of the goats and the calf are both bottle-fed and
under a year old, so they would have no reason to
fear humans and are used to approaching people.

Fairfax County Park Authority spokeswoman Judy
Pedersen said that the animals were tended to by
veterinarians and were treated with stitches. The
injuries do not appear to be life threatening.

Animal control officers and detectives are continu-
ing the investigation. The Park Authority and the
Fairfax County Police Department will meet over the
coming days to discuss ways to increase security at
the farm.

The attacks resemble the April 26 stabbing of three
horses in a barn on the 2600 block of Centreville
Road, adjacent to Frying Pan Farm Park, not on park
property.

“The attacks are similar, and the April 26 incident
is currently unsolved, but we can’t say 100 percent

that they’re connected,” said Lucy Caldwell, public
information officer with the Fairfax County Police
Department. “But we are continuing to look hard at
both situations, the public is understandably upset
and we’re going to work hard to resolve this.”

Anyone who recalls seeing anything suspicious near
Frying Pan Farm Park is asked to contact Crime Solv-
ers at 866-411-8477, text “TIP187” and a message to
274637 or call Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

A goat from Frying Pan Farm Park inter-
acts with a child at Runnymede Park in
Herndon. Two goats, a chicken and a calf
were assaulted over the weekend at
Kidwell barn. The assaults resemble one
that happened nearby a month ago.

A wounded
calf.

Animals Assaulted
at Kidwell Barn
Weekend incident is
similar to nearby April 26
stabbing of three horses.
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Police photo
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Oak Hill & Herndon

I
t is that time again, the time from proms
to graduation, and all the celebrations
that come with it. It’s lovely to think,
from a distance, that this is a happy and

uncomplicated time for teens as the school year
winds down, many look forward to
college in the fall and a summer of
internships or other interesting activi-
ties.

Few adults with clear memories of high
schools would likely be willing to turn back
the clock and relive that time, especially with
the addition of mobile phone videos and pho-
tos to accompany those awkward moments or
more serious bullying or harassment.

We do know that many, if not most, teenag-
ers will be celebrating, or possibly self-medi-
cating, with alcohol, and that many will en-

gage in binge drinking. While drinking and
driving, or getting into a car with a driver who
has been drinking, can kill, there are many
other problems that come along with binge
drinking. Parents owe it to themselves to talk
to their teens about it, even as the teen turns
away, rolls eyes, and otherwise indicates he or

she is ignoring everything you say,
some information will go in. They do
hear you, and sometimes even make
use of the information later.

Keep talking. Tell them you love them. Tell
them it’s been too much work to get them to
this point to risk losing them. Tell them not to
text and drive. Tell them not to drink and drive.
Tell them not to get in a car with anyone driv-
ing who has been drinking. Tell them you’ll
come pick them up anytime that they need a
safe ride home, without grounding them for
the summer.

Surviving through Summer
Helping teens. Father’s Day Photos

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 17, and once
again the Connection will publish a gallery of
Father’s Day photos.

Every year at this time, the Connection puts
out the call for photographs of fathers and their
children, grandfathers and their children and
grand children.

Send in photos as soon as possible, includ-
ing names of everyone in the picture, the date
the picture was taken, the ages of the children
and sentence or two about what is happening
and where the photograph was taken. Be sure
to include your town name and neighborhood.
Photos are due by June 8.

You can submit your photos online at http:/
/www.connectionnewspapers.com/fathersday
or email to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com.

Editorials

Human Rights
Champion
To the Editor:

Aside from the domestic issues
currently facing our nation, there
are parts of the world experienc-
ing unstable and volatile situa-
tions. Among the global issues is
the human rights abuse observed
in countries under totalitarian re-
gimes, preventing the spread of
democracy and liberty. In order for
the United States to maintain a
strong stance against human rights
abuse, we must re-elect Congress-
man Frank Wolf of Virginia’s 10th
Congressional District.

As co-chair of the Tom Lantos
Human Rights Commission, Con-
gressman Wolf is one of our
nation’s premier leaders on human
rights. Throughout his service as
our representative, he has cham-
pioned ideas for our welfare and
for the welfare of others. From
Sudan to China, Congressman
Wolf has been essential in estab-
lishing the United States’ position
on relations with other nations.

Movements toward democrati-
zation and liberalization have oc-
curred over the past few years in
nations in which totalitarian re-
gimes once violated the livelihood
of people. The people have arisen
to the occasion to take back the
basic rights all humans have.
Within the past year, both
Mubarak and Gadaffi were re-
moved from office after decades
of unchallenged rule, indicative of
the people’s rise to the need for
actions on human rights.

What is the best thing voters can
do to ensure that the voice of all
people around the world is an-

swered? The answer is simple. For
residents of the 10th Congres-
sional District, re-electing Frank
Wolf will ensure that preventing
human rights abuse is a key part
of Congress’ agenda. Partisan bick-
ering needs to stop in Washington.
The leaders we elect to Washing-
ton must work efficiently to best
represent our issues. One thing all

Letters to the Editor

members of Congress will agree on
is to ensure equal human rights for
the entire world.

As a young Korean-American, I
am proud to have been repre-
sented by Frank Wolf the past 15
years I have lived in his district.
His experience and his leadership
are pivotal for fighting human
rights abuse, and as long as he is

in office, he will do his best to fight
for all the citizens of the world.
Congressman Wolf is one Virginia
leader who has done his utmost
best to work for his constituents,
and I intend to vote for him at the
polls this November.

Earl Park
Herndon

Bike to Work Day Celebrated
Megaprojects communications specialist Lauren Frazier, on right, greets cyclists at
a Merrifield pit stop along the W&OD trail on Bike To Work Day, Friday, May 18. The
pit stop was manned by Supervisor Linda Smyth (D-Providence), Transurban offi-
cials,  Megaprojects staff, Fairfax Advocates for Better Bicycling (FABB), INOVA
Fairfax Hospital and area volunteers.
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Japanese Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Impatiens
97¢

Reg. $1.89

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,
Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Visit
Our New

Hosta
House

over 300 varieties!

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

Additional
delivery charge3 cu. ft. bags only $3.49

Early Blooming
Shrubs and Perennials

25% Off

T
he 32nd annual
Herndon Festival, a
community-wide cel-

ebration that has earned na-
tional recognition as a premier
event for families, will be held
May 31-June 3, in and around
Herndon’s Municipal Center
complex and historic Town Hall
Square. The 2012 Herndon Fes-
tival Title Sponsor is
Volkswagen. To learn more
about event details and the en-
tertainment schedule visit
www.Herndonfestival.net.

The four-day festival, pro-
duced by the Town of
Herndon’s Parks and Recreation
Department with assistance
from area civic organizations

and businesses,
will feature enter-
tainment on three
stages, a carnival,
fireworks, a Kid’s
Alley with
children’s hands-
on art area, arts &

crafts show, business expo,
10K/5K races and fitness expo,
and an eclectic variety of top-
quality food vendors. The
Herndon Festival is free and
open to the public, although
there is a charge for some ac-
tivities.

ENTERTAINMENT HEADLINERS
❖ Thursday – Chopteeth Afrofunk

Big Band; Sandbar; Melodime
❖ Friday – 42 Coldplay Tribute;

Flynn; Trio Caliente and Friends
❖ Saturday Night – Brass Transit;

Locksley
❖ Sunday – Red Molly

For more information, contact the
Parks and Recreation Department at
703-787-7300 or visit
www.herndonfestival.net.

The four-day festival will feature entertainment on
three stages, a carnival, fireworks, a Kid’s Alley with
children’s hands-on art area, arts & crafts show,
business expo, 10K/5K races and fitness expo, and a
variety of top-quality food vendors.

Herndon Festival Set
for May 31-June 3
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Festival Features
free Entertainment,
fireworks and carnival.

Send announcements to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 30
Open Mic Night. 9:30 p.m-1:30 a.m.

Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern, 697
Spring St., Herndon. Every
Wednesday. Register your band at
BluesSlide@aol.com or 703-593-
5206. www.jimmystavern.com.

THURSDAY/MAY 31
Backyard Composting. 7 p.m.

Walker Nature Center, 11450 Glade
Drive, Reston. Adults. Learn how to
recycle kitchen waste, leaves and
other yard debris. $5-$8. 703-476-
9689 or naturecenter@reston.org.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring. 2
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Learn the
basics of the Internet, Word and
Excel. Call for appointment. Adults.
703-242-4020.

One-on-One English Practice. 2
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Call for
appointment with an ESL volunteer.
Adults. 703-242-4020.

eBook/eReader Instruction. 7:30
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Learn
about library ebooks and how to
access them with your compatible
device. Call for an appointment.
Adults. 703-242-4020.

FRIDAY/JUNE 1
“MacBeth” by William

Shakespeare. 7:30 p.m. Herndon
High School Auditorium, 700 Bennett
St., Herndon. Advanced Student
theatre production. Tickets $10.
www.herndondrama.org.

SuperDuper! Benefit Concert. 6
p.m. Frying Pan Park Visitor Center,
2709 West Ox Road, Herndon.
Performers include Send the City, All
Access, Andrew Rohlk, Madam
Myopia and more. Proceeds benefit
Charity Music Inc. from Michigan
that gives instruments to children in
need. $7. 703-501-1976.

Saturday/June 2
“MacBeth” by William

Shakespeare. 7:30 p.m. Herndon
High School Auditorium, 700 Bennett
St., Herndon. Advanced Student
theatre production. Tickets $10.
www.herndondrama.org.

Storytellers Better Said Than
Done. 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. Walker
Nature Education Center, 11450
Glade Drive, Reston. “Our Bodies,
Our Selves,” stories about self
discovery, self control and self
destruction. Refreshments available
for purchase. Adults. $15.
www.bettersaidthandone.com.

Flea Market. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Oakton
Church of the Brethren, 10025
Courthouse Road, Vienna. With food
and a bake sale. 703-281-4411 or
www.oaktonbrethren.org.

Summer Bird Count. 6:45 a.m.-12
p.m. Walker Nature Education
Center, 11450 Glade Drive, Reston.
Meet local bird experts, learn tips on
identification and help obtain
important information. Optional
lunch. Free. 703-476-9689 or
enviroed@reston.org.

Clean the Bay Day - Reston
Cleanup. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Access
points at Lake Audubon, Thoreau and
Anne. Looking for volunteers to get
on their boats and to walk the
shorelines of each lake to collect
trash. 703-435-7986 or e-mail to
habrock@reston.org.

Our Bodies, Our Selves. 7 p.m. and
9 p.m. Walker Nature Education
Center, 11450 Glade Drive, Reston.

Entertainment

“Stories of Self Discovery and Self
Destruction.” $15. http://
ourbodystories.eventbrite.com.

SUNDAY/JUNE 3
Cycle Fest and Israel Street

Festival. 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Fairfax
Corner, 4100 Monument Corner
Drive, Sully. Three ride distances,
Israeli rock and roller Danny
Sanderson, Israeli Scouts Friendship
Caravan, local dance and choir
groups, shuk market and more.
Sponsored by the JCCNV, The Jewish
Federation of Greater Washington,
Embassy of Israel and local
synagogues. Free admission. 703-
227-0895 or www.jccnv.org.

Grand Finale Concert. 3 p.m. George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax.
American Youth Symphonic
Orchestra, conductor Carl J. Bianchi;
American Youth Philharmonic, music
director and conductor Daniel
Spalding; pianist AnnaMaria Mottola.
$10-$14. www.aypo.org or 703-642-
8051.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 6
The 20th Century’s Greatest

Volcanic Eruption:  Mt Katmai
100 Years Later. 7 p.m. USGS.
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive Reston.
Bill Burton on the June 6-8, 1912
eruption of Mount Katmai in Alaska,
which was 30 times larger than the
1980 eruption of Mt. St. Helens,
causing widespread devastation and
inspiring heroic efforts at survival.
Learn what lessons there are for
modern-day monitoring of volcano
hazards. Free. Federal facility, photo
ID required. Requests for sign
language interpreting require at least
two weeks notice. jcorley@usgs.gov
or 703-648-7770.

THURSDAY/JUNE 7
Tom Principato. 7:30 p.m. Frying Pan

Park, 2709 West Ox Road, Herndon.
Blues. Free. 703-324-7469.

Get the Led Out. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap
Center for the Performing Arts, 1551
Trap Road, Vienna. Rock music.
www.wolftrap.org.
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Sports
Herndon Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

T
he Langley Saxons de-
feated the Oakton
Cougars in a Northern
Region boys’ lacrosse

semifinals playoff game last Thurs-
day, May 24. As a result, the Sax-
ons booked their passage to the
Northern Region boys’ finals the
following day (Friday, May 25 ver-
sus Chantilly) and also earned an
automatic seeding for the upcom-
ing Virginia High School League
(VHSL) state playoffs for the
fourth year running.

Langley, in Thursday’s region
semifinals, bested the talented and

host team Cougars by a score of
16-12. The Saxons then went on
to defeat the Chantilly Chargers,
7-6, for the region crown on Fri-
day night at Langley. Chantilly had
earned its place in the champion-
ship game by defeating W.T.
Woodson in an overtime contest
of the other semifinals game on
Thursday.

With only two state competition
slots allotted to Northern Region
teams starting this year, the loss
on Thursday ended a Cougar cam-
paign just short of advancing be-
yond regional play.

S
arah Delaney, a senior at South Lakes High
School and a key member of the Seahawks’
volleyball team during her four years with

the program (three as a varsity team member),
recently signed a collegiate letter of intent to play
the sport next school year at James Madison Uni-
versity in Harrisonburg.

Delaney holds South Lakes’ single season record
for the most blocks per season as well as most
kills per season.

This past fall, her senior season, Delaney was a
team captain and earned a varsity letter at middle
hitter position. She earned First Team All-Liberty
District honors as well as being named Honorable
Mention All-Northern Region.

Among team accolades, Delaney earned the
Offensive Player Award as well as Top Blocker
Award. She was also among those Seahawk
student-athletes to be named to the Athletic

Honor Roll.
Her junior season,

Delaney was part of a
Seahawks’ team which
earned credentials as the
school’s Top Academic
Varsity Sports Team. That
season (fall of 2010) saw

Delaney, as a middle hitter, earn Second Team All-
District success as well as varsity letter status. She
was selected for both the Offensive Player Award
as well as the Top Blocker Award.

Back as a sophomore in the fall season of 2009,
Delaney earned a varsity letter with the varsity
team. Away from the volleyball court, she was a
member of the Latin Club as well as the Tri-M
Music Honor Society.

Her freshmen season, Delaney was a member
of the South Lakes’ JV volleyball squad.

Delaney’s head coach throughout her high
school varsity career was Cheri Hostetler.

Delaney, along with being a part of South
Lakes volleyball for her four years, also played
club volleyball for NVVA for two years (2009-
2011) and the Virginia Elite for a year (2011-
12 school year).

Sarah Delaney (sitting),
earlier in May, signed her
letter of intent to attend
James Madison Univer-
sity next school year.
There, she will be a part
of the Dukes’ women’s
volleyball team. She
celebrated her signing
moment with family
members and school
administrators. South
Lakes volleyball head
coach Cheri Hostetler is
at the far left.

Delaney Set to Play Volleyball at JMU
South Lakes volleyball standout
earned Seahawks’ Offensive Player of
Year honors the past two fall seasons.

Photo/Courtesy South Lakes Volleyball

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

M
embers of the Oakton
softball team endear-
ingly refer to standout

sophomore pitcher Allison Davis
as “The Chosen One.” Facing a
win-or-go-home scenario on May
28, Davis gave the Hayfield Hawks
a glimpse of the talents that
earned her the same moniker as
NBA star LeBron James.

Davis threw a two-hit shutout
and delivered a two-run double as
Oakton defeated Hayfield, 6-0, in
a Northern Region quarterfinal
matchup at Falls Church High
School. Davis walked one, hit one
batter and struck out 11 while al-
lowing only one runner to reach
third base. At the plate, her two-
run double was part of a four-run
fourth inning for the Cougars.

“She works so hard,” Oakton
head coach Ray Gordon said.
“Allison works at the game 12
months of the year. She’s re-

ally good.”
While Davis’ work ethic contin-

ues to improve her on-field talents,
No. 21 said she has also gotten
better at handling pressure.

“I think I took a lot of the weight
last year just being the pitcher and
I let it get to me a little bit,” the
sophomore said. “This year, I’ve
just kind of calmed down and re-
laxed and I’ve learned to trust my
team because they’re really good
on defense.”

Right-fielder Mary Kate
Mehegan gave Oakton a 2-0 lead
with an RBI groundout in the sec-
ond. Sophomore second baseman
Becky Cerva produced a run-scor-
ing single in the fourth and two
batters later, junior shortstop
Emily Krisanda delivered an RBI
double.

Oakton, the No. 2 seed from the
Concorde District, will take on
Patriot District champion South
County in the regional semifinals
at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May
30 at Madison High School.

Davis Carries
Oakton Softball to
Region Semifinals

In addition to seven goals from
Adams and Ahearn’s three for the
night, the Saxons got a pair of
goals from Meyer and senior
middie Slater Howell, as well as
the solo strikes from Rivers and
Sibio. Three Cougar attackers de-
livered hat tricks in the game - se-
niors Evan Lalande and Sean

Saxons defeat Oakton in semifinals
and Chantilly in finals. Luke Salzer

(3) of Langley
moves with
the ball dur-
ing the Sax-
ons’ region
finals win
over Chantilly
last Friday.

Schweiker, and junior Jack Harris
- to go with single goals from three
middies — seniors Michael Durst
and Stephen Lambrides, and
sophomore Cory Harris.

—Submitted by Langley

Lacrosse

Photo by

Craig Sterbutzel/

The Connection

Langley Lacrosse Wins Northern Region



Oak Hill/Herndon Connection  ❖  May 30 - June 5, 2012  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

b
b

To Highlight your Faith Community,
Call Karen at 703-917-6468

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Sundays
8:30 AM Sanctuary, Traditional Worship Service
10:00 AM Garden, Traditional Worship Service
11:00 AM Connection, Contemporary Worship Service

other weekly services
 5:30 PM Saturdays: Relax & Renew, Casual Worship Service

Herndon
United Methodist Church

www.HerndonUMC.org

701 Bennett St., Herndon, VA
703-707-6271

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

b
b

By David Siegel

The Connection

I
 wanted to give audiences a timeless clas-
sic play; one that touches on many dif-
ferent issues,” said the award-winning
Gloria DuGan, director of “Flowers for

Algernon,” the next Elden Street Players production.
“This play deals with important moral and ethical
matters, including how life can be both beautiful and
painful.”

“The play raises a major question for all of us, just
because we can do something, is it for the best to do
it?” said DuGan.

“Flowers for Algernon” is based upon a short story
and an award winning 1966 science fiction book by
Daniel Keyes, adapted by David Rogers into a play. It
is the story of Charlie Gordon, a grown man who is
developmentally disabled. He is chosen for experi-
mental surgery that is expected to lead to a dramatic
increase in his IQ; or so the researchers think.

After the operation Charlie does gain new intel-
lectual and emotional capacities. And then he dis-
covers that all his gains may only be temporary. What
will a regression mean to Charlie? How will he cope?
How will the changes impact those in Charlie’s life?

Matt Baughman plays Charlie. In his reactions to
reading the script to find the authentic way to pre-
pare himself for his role, Baughman “remembered
his days as a volunteer when he was younger” work-
ing with the developmentally disabled. He used his
own memory to build his Charlie character. He
wanted the audience to come to understand “all the
challenges, and all the tics” of his character. He
wanted to show an audience “the bewilderment of
his character.”

Lauren Kiesling plays Alice Kinnian, a woman who
cares very deeply for Charlie. Kiesling described the
arc of the play as one that “shows not only how Charlie
is affected as he changes after the surgery, but how
Charlie’s changes affect all those surrounding him,
whether they know him professionally or personally.
Everyone has to adapt to Charlie as he goes through
everything even his decline.”

“This play is like a classic Greek tale,” said Steve
Custer, playing one of the medical researchers in-
volved with the experiment. “It is about the rise and
fall over time of a human being. It is an ultimately

tragic tale with deep meaning that will genuinely
affect the audience.”

For those unfamiliar with “Flowers for Algernon,”
the title refers to a mouse named Algernon that first
undergoes the experimental surgery with unforeseen
consequences.

Longing for Peace and Happiness

Matt Baughman as
Charle Gordon and
Lauren Kiesling as
Alice Kinnian in the
Elden Street Players
production of
“Flowers for
Algernon,” which
runs through June
30 at the Industrial
Strength Theater.

From left standing, Lauren Kiesling as
Alice, center seated, Matt Baughman as
Charlie, and right standing, Steve Custer
as Burt Selden, a medical researcher in
the Elden Street Players production of
“Flowers for Algernon,” which runs
through June 30 at the Industrial Strength
Theater.

Elden Street Players present “Flowers for Algernon.”

Where and When
Elden Street Players, Industrial Strength Theater, 269

Sunset Park Drive in Herndon. Performances June 8- 30.
Friday-Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday, June 17 at 3 p.m.,
Sunday, June 24 at 7 p.m. and Thursday, June 28 at 8 p.m.
Tickets: $20. Call 703-481-5930 or visit
www.eldenstreetplayers.org

“

Photos by

David Siegel/

The Connection

News

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

15 Getaways

Ocean City, MD
5 BR/5.5 Baths Luxury 

Bayfront house with boat 
dock and community pool, 

close to the beach.  
Summer weeks starting at 

$4500/wk.  
www.vrbo.com/411609.  
Call Cairn 703-282-7871

22 Prayers

Novena to St. Jude
The sacred heart of Jesus 
be adored glorified, loved, 
and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever.
The sacred heart of Jesus 
help us. St Jude help of the 
helpless help us. Say nine 
times a day for nine days.  It 
has never been known to 
fail. Thank you, St. Jude. 
Publication must be 
promised krm

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net
Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

VET ASSISTANT
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  Will 
train. 703-757-7570 • www.ourvets.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter and Home Services
Roofing, Gutters, Siding

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

HANDY POWER
703-731-3560

* Plumbing * Bathrooms * Carpentry

* Electrical * Ceiling Fans * Painting

* Deck Repair * Power Wash
Free Estimates

Licensed • Insured

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY • HAULING
• BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • POWER WASHING
• HANDYMAN • PAINTING • TRASH REMOVAL • DRYWAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomacmasonry.net

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Mulching & Edging
10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY       Lic. & Ins! 
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

If only it were that simple. And as much
I’d like to turn the cancer switch off, finding
that switch has proven to be extremely chal-
lenging. Not that I’m forever looking for it
mind you, but if it were to present itself, I
hope I wouldn’t be so self-absorbed in its pur-
suit to not take advantage of its proximity.
Under the present circumstances (as I live
and breathe, still), a break and/or a brake in
all this cancer focus/action would be most
welcome. A cure even better, but if nothing
else, I am realistic about my cancer diagnosis.
I’m not quite ready to admit that I’m con-
sumed by it however (really?), but if I were to
be honest, I’d have to say my life is certainly
controlled by it.

The enlightened view is of course, given
the “terminal” characterization of my diagno-
sis/prognosis, that as long as I am still con-
trolled by cancer, I am still living with it. And
so far as we know, generally speaking it beats
the alternative of not living with it. Dying
might be a beginning for some, but for me, it
sort of represents an end, an end I’d rather
not reach, at least not before my pre-cancer
diagnosis, life-expectancy age of 85 or so. It
just doesn’t seem right (you’ll note I didn’t say
fair), to die at a younger age than either of my
parents (age 86 and 87) did. Aren’t succeed-
ing generations supposed to naturally evolve
and live longer and healthier than those
which preceded them?

I know. There’s no guarantee. Oh, there is,
actually: “death and taxes,” as the old joke
says, (ironic, given my situation). And really,
who else am I supposed to be concerned
about? Granted, it can’t be all about Kenny all
the time; that would be boring (as some of
you occasional readers have opined). But
unless I start at home, I’ll never make it out
on the road. I don’t want to be a metaphori-
cal black hole that sucks all the life and laugh-
ter out of a room because I have cancer. I
want to be the exact opposite. Part of my
intention is that I believe that what goes
around comes around, and being positive to
others will generate positivity back to me (of
that I’m positive). Ultimately, I am being self-
ish. I need that positivity sent my way. I don’t
need to be around any “nattering nabobs of
negativism” (Spiro T. Agnew). The other part
is, it’s not my nature to be negative, and
when it happens that I receive and/or sense
negativity, it really drains my emotional
wherewithal – which after three-plus years of
living with a terminal diagnosis, it is where-
withal which has come and often gone. It’s
simply too difficult to overcome. I already
have enough physical and medical chal-
lenges. I don’t need any matters being made
worse.

On the contrary, to prevent further ero-
sion, I need to be over-compensated for my
troubles. Apparently, the longer one lives as a
cancer survivor/patient, the greater the cumu-
lative weight of the underlying diagnosis. If it’s
ever gone (remission), it’s certainly not forgot-
ten – by the patient. One way or another, it’s
with you for the rest of your life. And good
health guarantees? Right next to your “Get
out of jail free card.” Nevertheless, after sift-
ing and sorting through the emotional maze
these last three years, I feel as if I have a
pretty good handle on what I’m doing and
why. The only problem is, cancer doesn’t
care; it does what it wants and it causes what
it causes. As much as you try, it overwhelms.
Some days are worse than others, as you no
doubt can read for yourself.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Off Topic,
Almost

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg



12  ❖  Oak Hill/Herndon Connection  ❖  May 30 - June 5, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com


