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Ready for School
Fairfax County firefighter and professional barber Craig White works on Marquis
Hagans.  The firefighters hosted back-to-school haircuts at Gum Springs Commu-
nity Center on Monday, Aug. 27.

More photos, page 14.

See Tour,  Page 3

By Ed Simmons, Jr.

The Gazette

T
ouring three neglected
athletic fields Aug. 15,
Lee District Supervisor
Jeff McKay and Park

Authority board member Edward
Batten heard public testimony urg-
ing them to take action. Both ex-
pressed their intent to make the
fields playable and safe.

Mount Vernon Supervisor Gerry
Hyland was also expected to tour
the fields but had to be out-of-
town. A follow-up tour is being
arranged for him in September.

The tour was arranged by mem-
bers of VOICE (Virginians Orga-
nized for Interfaith Community
Engagement) and featured the tes-
timony of youth, parents and
coaches.

First visiting the field at Muddy
Hole Farm, McKay and Batten
heard the testimony of Crystal
Compton, a booster, neighbor and
parent who is co-owner of a non-
profit that supports the Fairfax

VOICE tour
highlights needs
of area youth.

McKay Promises
Field Improvements

By Ed Simmons, Jr.

The Gazette

S
helves are bare at the Ris-
ing Hope Mission Church
food pantry, which is in criti-

cal need of food donations.
 “We’re getting by day-to-day,

hour-by-hour,” said Sarah
Heckman who manages the pan-
try.

 “I’m coming in the mornings
and really praying God will put
food on the shelves. I don’t think
people know how much it takes to
feed over 900 people a week.”

Heckman and her husband Craig
were formerly missionaries in
Micronesia. She is new to the Ris-
ing Hope staff.

Donations of food can be
brought to Rising Hope Tuesday

“I’m used to giving it to the
Lord and trusting He’ll
provide,” said food pantry
manager Sarah Heckman.

Rising Hope Food
Pantry in Critical Need
“We’re getting by
day-to-day.”

through Friday.
Though shelves are barren she

said she is not feeling worried and
apprehensive. “I’m used to giving
it to the Lord and trusting He’ll
provide.”
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Emergency Closes Belvoir Gates
Fort Belvoir Police responded to a report of a possible gunman

at Fort Belvoir Community Hospital just before 9:30 a.m., Tues-
day, Aug 21. The individual was quickly detained without inci-
dent. Officials indicate the individual was carrying a training aid
and not an actual weapon.

Fort Belvoir initiated gate closures in accordance with estab-
lished procedures to ensure the continued safety of the entire
Belvoir community. The gates were restored to normal operations
once the issue was resolved. Response and control of the situation
were accomplished so swiftly Belvoir officials had no time to issue
the announcement of gate closure before they were reopened.

Boater Education Course Offered
A boater’s education course that meets the boating education

requirements for Virginia, Maryland and D.C. will be offered by
Flotilla 25-8 of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary on Oct. 20. The
class is from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall,
8592 Richmond Highway, Alexandria.

To legally operate a powerboat, proof of completion of an ap-
proved boating education course must be carried on the boat.

Contact Paul or Fran Spoltore at 571-257-9692 or email
pspoltore@cox.net  for more information and an enrollment form.

SFDC To Host Apartment Tour
Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation will host a tour to

highlight new multi-family developments in the Huntington-
Groveton area. This free event will be held on Saturday Sept. 22,
from noon to 4 p.m. The tour will highlight three new luxury
apartment developments that have opened in the area in the past
three years: The Beacon of Groveton, The Courts at Huntington
Station, and 800 Carlyle.

The tour will begin and end at the brand new Beacon of
Groveton.

SFDC will host the tour to provide community members an op-
portunity to view the changing rental housing market firsthand.
The developments represent the future of rental housing in this
part of the region, with well-appointed units and luxurious ameni-
ties like salt water pools, coffee bars, poker/game rooms, and
concierge services.

There is no cost to attend the tour, and lunch will be provided.
There is only space for 40 people on the tour, and registration
will be on a first come, first served basis. To sign up for the event
contact David Ben at david.ben@sfdc.org by Friday, Sept. 14.

The Multi-Family Bus Tour is presented by Home Properties,
which owns and manages The Courts of Huntington Station, and
by Redbrick Development and Wood Partners, who collaborated
to develop the Beacon of Groveton.

Honest-1 Auto Care Opens
Honest-1 Auto Care, a full-service auto repair and maintenance

franchise that is 100 percent ESA Certified Eco-Friendly, recently
opened its newest location at 8648 Richmond Highway in Alex-
andria. This opening marks the first Honest-1 Auto Care location
to open in Virginia.

Honest-1 Auto Care offers specialized, eco-auto care programs
for those who want to play a greater part in helping the environ-
ment. An example is the ECO TuneUp with a Eco-360 fuel treat-
ment. Through a partnership with Green Earth Technologies,
Honest-1 also sells G-OIL Ultimate Biodegradable motor oil, made
of renewable animal fats. To further show its commitment to the
environment, Honest-1 Auto Care has a partnership with Ameri-
can Forests, a leading nonprofit organization that plants trees for
environmental restoration, and has funded the planting of 100,000
trees through the charitable donation of revenues collected from
repair orders nationwide.

Sudhakar Tammireddi is co-owner of the new Honest-1 Auto
Care shop with his wife Veni. The Tamirreddis were born and raised
in southeast India and came to America in 1997 to pursue a better
life. Sudhakar has a background in mechanical engineering and
more than 17 years of experience in the software industry.

The Alexandria Honest-1 Auto Care is open Monday through
Friday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information visit www.honest-1.com or call 571-257-9930.

News Briefs

From Page 1

News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

County Colts All Star Football
Team.

“This area of Route 1 that re-
sides in Lee District is a high-
youth, high-need area,” she said.

Yet, as coach Ricky Hairston
pointed out, the Muddy Hole
Farm practice field is unsafe and
needs significant improvement.

“We had several players in-
jured due to holes in the field and
several players acquired poison
ivy while on the field,” he said.
“The lack of bleachers, field lines,
and goal posts hampered our
ability to teach the game prop-
erly.” The field also has a pro-
nounced slope and needs grad-
ing. Additionally, building a pa-
vilion would provide safety in
thunderstorms and there should
be lights.

Todd Johnson, division direc-
tor for park operations, said goal
posts would be provided, holes
filled and bleachers built. He said he would look
into lining the field. However, grading the field was
too expensive although it may be provided for in
the upcoming $75 million Park Authority bond ref-
erendum.

Next touring the rocky field at Mount Vernon
Woods which could serve the high concentrations
of youth at Audubon, McKay said he’d see to it that
the field became a playable soccer field. “It may take
us a while but we’ll get it done.”

Also at Mount Vernon Woods, the group heard
from teenager Carla Claure who grew up in
Audubon. “Audubon started out as a nice commu-
nity but the neighborhood changed with violence,
drugs, fewer activity for youth and sexual assaults.

The third field visited was a rocky practice field at
Mount Vernon High School that needed grass. Rick
Genuario, booster president for West Potomac High
School, said the West Potomac practice fields were
even worse.

Batten, Park Authority board member, urged the
group to keep up the pressure on the school board to
provide artificial turf fields at both Mount Vernon
High School and West Potomac.

“We’re on your side,” he told the group. “We do
need for you to continue providing incentives and
do vote for the Park Authority bond.”

Audubon resident Linda De Leon presented McKay
and Batten with ceremonial keys she had made. “Each
of you is the key to make things happen in the Lee
District,” she said.

Tour Highlights Needs of Area Youth

Edward Batten, Park Authority board
member, urges voting for the upcoming
$75 million park bond. At right is Lee
District Supervisor Jeff McKay.

Crystal Compton appeals for a safe practice field at Muddy
Hole Farm. At left is Coach Ricky Hairston.

Carla Claure tells of violence, drugs and
sexual assault in the Audubon neighbor-
hood and appeals for youth activities.
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A Michael Nash Company

◆ Additions & Extensions
◆ Major Renovations
◆ Two-Story Additions
◆ Total Kitchen Remodeling
◆ Total Bathroom Remodeling
◆ Complete Basement
   Remodeling

◆ Custom Garages
◆ Sun Rooms
◆ Screened Porches
◆ Custom Wine Cellars
◆ Jacuzzi & Steam
   Shower Spas
◆ Interior Design

Min. $30,000 kitchen project. Present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 9/29/12

www.michael-nash.com

Present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 9/29/12

People

Local Author Writes First Novel

S
tephen D. Hayes, a Belle Haven resident
since 1976, has written a fictionalized story
that combines his love of sailing with his
wartime experiences gained while serving

for two years in the U.S. Navy in the Vietnam war.
A decorated Vietnam

veteran (Bronze
Star and Navy
C o m m e n d a t i o n
Medal) Hayes is
now retired and
continues to enjoy
his love of the sea on
his sloop, “Born Too
Free.”  The local resi-
dent has used some of
his time in retirement
to write an action/ad-
venture story, “Light
on Dark Water,” about
an ocean sailing ven-
ture that weaves his
knowledge of sailing
with his past wartime
experiences that is both
a fiction and personal memoir.  The result is a
story of a battle for survival at sea written by some-
one who witnessed the brutality of war firsthand
during his service on the Mekong Delta waters of
Vietnam. .  “It is a story that has been in my gut for
43 years,” said Hayes.  “It is good to now bring it
forward.”

Profile
STEPHEN D. HAYES
Marital Status: Married.

Wife: Barbara
Military Service:  U.S.

Navy; Lieutenant (jg)
Education: B.A.,

Dartmouth College; M.A.,
Georgetown University

Past Employment: Vice president, public af-
fairs, Air Transport Association; managing director,
public affairs, American Automobile Association

Personal Interests: Sailing on the Atlantic Ocean
and Chesapeake Bay; member, Lewes, Delaware Yacht
Club

Readers interested in Hayes’ novella “Light on Dark
Water” can purchase it through Amazon.com, or
iUniverse.com, or check it out on loan through the
Fairfax County or Alexandria City library system.

Hayes grew up in Wilmington, Del. and spent much
of his youth sailing the bay waters of the Chesapeake.
After college, he joined the Navy and served in Viet-
nam for two years, earning a Bronze Star and Navy
Commendation Medal for heroism in combat.  Upon
his return to the U.S., he began a career in interna-
tional development and public relations.  He man-
aged the public relations departments at several
large trade associations and served as speechwriter
for the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury.  Now re-
tired, he and his wife split their time between
Lewes, Del. and Alexandria.
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People

Virginia Moore laughs as she takes hold of
the new steps.

Former Ms. Senior Virginia Maureen
Ribble leads the students in a dance set to
music by Ricky Scaggs.

Dance Class at Hollin Hall Senior Center
Maureen Ribble starts the line down the floor leading Pat Takken, Mary Fierritto,
Joanne Cox and Judy Conolly.
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ONGOING
UCM’s Back Porch Thrift Store

is in need of donations of
furniture. UCM will pick up
furniture, as well as other larger
donations, or they can be dropped
off at the back of the store
Monday through Saturday, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. To arrange for
pick-ups, call 703-768-7106, ext.
320. Located at the Mt. Vernon
Crossroads Shopping Center at
7838 Richmond Hwy.

MONDAY/SEPT. 10
Voter Registration Volunteers.

7-9 p.m. A training session for
volunteers who would like to help

people register to vote in the fall
presidential election will be led
by Karla Mahoney, retired
outreach director of the Fairfax
County registrar’s office, at Mount
Vernon Unitarian Church
(MVUC), 1909 Windmill Ln.
Email mary.paden@gmail.com for
more information.

MONDAY/SEPT. 24
Horticulturist Exam. The

American Horticultural Society
has partnered with the American
Society for Horticultural Science
to offer the ASHS Certified
Horticulturist Examination at
River Farm. Visit the ASHS
website at ashs.org.

Bulletin Board

Email announcements to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
the Thursday at noon.

President George Washington reads the book
“George Washington's Breakfast” by Jean Fritz with
Jeremy Flores during breakfast and story time with
George Washington inside Cedar Knoll Restaurant on
Saturday, Aug. 25.

George Washington’s
breakfast menu
included hoe-cakes
topped with butter
and maple.

Photos by

LaShawn Avery-Simon/

The Gazette

Breakfast with
George
Breakfast with
George

News

See County Files Complaint,  Page 22

By Victoria Ross

The Gazette

T
he eerie silence is
what Steve Souder,
Fairfax County’s 911
director, remembers

about the night of June 29, when
the derecho hit Fairfax County.

“The derecho was fierce and
sudden, a lot of things most
storms aren’t,” Souder said in an
interview on Friday. “We were
busy as all get-out.”

The fast-moving storms
slammed Fairfax County at about
10:20 p.m., resulting in a record
number of emergency calls — a
415 percent jump for 911 dis-
patchers and a 2,000 percent jump for Fire and Res-
cue. Approximately 30 minutes later, power flickered
and then died in the McConnell Public Safety and
Transportation Operations Center (MPSTOC), where
46 911-dispatchers were fielding hundreds of calls.

“We can’t afford to be crippled, so our generators
came on, and we’re rocking and rollin’ in the blink
of an eye,” Souder said.

At 1:30 a.m., the first wave of calls started to sub-
side.

“We’re taking a deep breath and looking ahead to
sunrise, when we fully expected another wave of calls
as people wake up and take a look around their
homes at the damage,” Souder said.

THE NEXT MORNING, as
hundreds of thousands of
county residents awoke to
smashed cars, split fences and
downed power lines from up-
rooted trees, the county’s 911
operators braced themselves for
another onslaught of calls.

But the next wave never
came.

“The phones just stopped
ringing. We were dead in the
water … Never, ever, ever has
this happened to us,” said
Souder, who has been in emer-
gency operations for 44 years.

It would be several more
hours before Souder and other county officials
learned that no calls were getting through due to a
problem with Verizon. According to Souder, all calls
to Fairfax County’s 911 go through the Verizon net-
work, regardless of the commercial carrier service.
From 7:36 a.m. until 3 p.m. on June 30, 911 service
was completely down and for the next three days
service was sporadic.

Souder said signs of trouble with Verizon came
around 7 a.m., when Verizon sent a cryptic email to
Fairfax County staff saying that the Arlington cen-
tral office was without power or backup battery/gen-
erator. The references to Arlington, according to
Souder, suggested that 911 service was affected only
in Arlington County, so Fairfax County’s 911 staff
continued with their normal operations.

“We are completely unaware that incoming 911

call service from Verizon is slowly dying … We don’t
get officially notified until about 10 hours after [the]
whole mess begins, which is completely unaccept-
able,” Souder said, adding:

“It’s like the captain of the Titanic telling passen-
gers the ship hit an iceberg when the bow is on the
bottom of the ocean floor.”

As a result of this critical outage, Fairfax County
submitted official comments to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) detailing what hap-
pened, suggestions for Verizon to improve its service
and exhibits to show supporting documentation and
actions.

“During and after a storm, and in any emergency
or disaster, the loss of the public’s ability to contact

emergency responders is most
profoundly felt,” according to
County officials. “Families in
darkened homes crushed by
fallen trees, motorists unable to
get through roadways blocked
by downed electric power lines,
elderly residents in care facili-
ties without power in tempera-
tures over 90 degrees, and any
other citizens in need of emer-
gency services must be able to
call 911 to seek assistance.”

“Fairfax County is, and will
stay, on top of this,” said Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Sharon Bulova (D-at

large). The county’s response to the FCC, released
last Thursday, lays the blame for the outage squarely
at the feet of Verizon, and Verizon acknowledged
some responsibility in its Aug. 13 report to the
MWCOG.

After first denying it had major problems with Ar-
lington County’s 911 service, Verizon officials admit-
ted they did not know 911 emergency service was
out in Fairfax County until alerted by county offi-
cials.

In the Verizon report, officials said two major gen-
erator failures — one in Fairfax and one in the cen-
tral Arlington office, which routes 911 calls to mul-
tiple centers — caused “multiple failures cascading
from these specific generator problems.”

A Complete Failure
Fairfax County says Verizon “failed completely”
during June 29 derecho.

Fairfax County’s 911 Call Center located in the
McConnell Public Safety and Transportation Opera-
tions Center, named after former Fairfax County
Supervisor Elaine McConnell.
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“It’s like the captain of
the Titanic telling
passengers the ship hit
an iceberg when the
bow is on the bottom of
the ocean floor.”

— Steve Souder,
Fairfax County 911 Director
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Politics

Known and Unknown
Democrat has detailed agenda for Richmond
while his opponents have outlined little.

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

V
oters in next week’s special elec-
tion will be faced with a choice
between the familiar and the
unknown in the Sept. 4 special

election. On one end of the spectrum is Al-
exandria City Councilman Rob Krupicka,
who enjoys name recognition and has a
slate of legislative proposals
largely aligned with his work
on the City Council. At the
other end of the spectrum are
Republican Tim McGhee and
Libertarian Justin Malkin, nei-
ther of whom have much to say
about what bills they would in-
troduce as freshmen legisla-
tors.

“I don’t know what bills I
would introduce,” said
McGhee, a web developer who
ran an unsuccessful campaign
for the Virginia state Senate
last year. “There are a lot of
people in the world who be-
lieve that character of person
is more important than exact
policy specifics of what is go-
ing to be in every paragraph of
every bill.”

“I can’t say that I have a par-
ticular agenda in mind as of
day one,” said Malkin, a credit
analyst and first-time candi-
date. “I think I’ve kind of got
to get my feet wet before I can
really figure out exactly what I
can accomplish.”

Krupicka, on the other hand,
has a long list of legislation he’s
interested in proposing if he
wins the special election. If
elected, Krupicka said, he
would like to focus attention on
early childhood education.
That’s been an ongoing theme
of his years in politics over the
last decade, although one in
four children in Alexandria re-
main without a quality pre-Kin-
dergarten experience. Krupicka

also said he would work to give the North-
ern Virginia Transportation Commission
more revenue authority, reducing the role
of the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion. That could mean that the commission
would be able to create new taxes, although
Krupicka would not endorse any specific
proposal.

“That would have to be part of a pack-
age,” said Krupicka. “I want to move away

from VDOT determining our
destiny.”

ON THE ISSUES, the three
candidates offer variety for vot-
ers even if their legislative
agenda lacks clarity. Krupicka
approaches the campaign from
the left, supporting health-care
reform and gun control while
opposing limitations on abor-
tion. McGhee approaches is-
sues from the right, supporting
limitations on abortion while
opposing health-care reform
and gun control. Malkin ap-
proaches the campaign from a
Libertarian perspective, oppos-
ing health-care reform, gun
control and limitations on
abortion.

“My campaign is aimed at
voters who are socially toler-
ant and fiscally responsible,”
said Malkin. “That’s what
would guide my decision-mak-
ing in Richmond.”

McGhee, on the other hand
offers a much more traditional
Republican campaign. When
asked about the hot-button so-
cial issues considered in the
most recent General Assembly
session, McGhee agreed with
every major initiative of the
new conservative majority. For
example, he supports requiring
a transvaginal ultrasound pro-
cedure before women can re-
ceive an abortion. And he sup-
ports the effort to create strict
new regulatory standards for
abortion clinics, holding them

The 45th District of the House of Delegates stretches from south Arling-
ton through Del Ray and Old Town into the Belle View neighborhood of
Fairfax County.

Malkin

McGhee

Krupicka

responsible for hospital construction stan-
dards.

“Despite what you may hear from the
other side on this issue, this industry does
have a track record of creating some very
dangerous and deadly situations for
women,” said McGhee. “We need to make
sure that as long as we continue to allow
this procedure that we provide as much care
for those involved.”

KRUPICKA OFFERS voters the most fa-
miliar face. First elected to the City Council
at the age of 32, he spent many years as
the youngest elected official in Alexandria.
Now he finds himself as the oldest candi-

date in the race, and the one with the most
experience as an elected official. He also
has an existing campaign team from his
failed bid for the Democratic nomination
to fill the seat vacated last year by state Sen.
Patsy Ticer (D-30), a hotly contested race
with Del. Adam Ebbin (D-49). If elected,
Krupicka says he would stand up to what
he calls “the war on women” in Richmond.

“This should be an easy win for the Demo-
crat,” said Toni-Michelle Travis, professor
at George Mason University. “The only way
Krupicka is in trouble is if voters are out-
raged by something he did on City Council
or he makes some kind of major gaffe, nei-
ther of which seem likely.”

By Jim Moran

U.S. Representative (D-8)

F
or too many Americans
and Virginians, simply
breathing the air can be
dangerous. That’s espe-

cially the case for the 306,000 Vir-
ginia children and 96,000 adults
who battle asthma, the 1.1 million
with cardiovascular disease, the

Our Health Depends on the Quality of Air We Breathe

Commentary

See The Air,  Page 9

154,000 with chronic bronchitis
and the estimated 411,000 who
live in poverty. But it is true for all
of us and it’s that way because of
soot in our air.

Soot, or fine particulate matter
(PM2.5), is composed of a mixture
of solid particles and liquid drop-
lets, usually made up of several
different types of harmful chemi-
cals. It’s easy to recognize as it con-

tributes significantly to the haze
that blankets
many cities
and national
parks. Smoke-
stacks and

tailpipes churn out soot and we
breathe it in, every day.

The body reacts to it in much the
same manner as it does to tobacco
smoke. Smaller than a grain of

sand and only visible with a mi-
croscope, tiny soot particles travel
deep into the lungs when inhaled
and swiftly penetrate the blood-
stream, immediately increasing
the risk of severe respiratory dis-
tress, heart attacks and strokes.

Soot kills; leads to hospitaliza-
tions; triggers asthma attacks,
heart attacks and strokes; and has
been linked to causing permanent
lung tissue and airway damage, re-

productive complications and can-
cer.

For decades, the Clean Air Act
has helped protect the air we
breathe by letting us know and
track what pollutants make it into
our air and allowing us to set tar-
gets, make plans, and have ac-
countability for reducing those
pollutants over time. And perhaps
most importantly, it requires that
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In Process
Construction workers are busy Aug. 15 as the new George Washington library takes
shape at the Mount Vernon Estate.
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Letters to the Editor

No Official
Position,
Unchanged
To the Editor:

Apparently my letter in the Aug.
9 Gazette hit the target because
Audubon Society of Northern Vir-
ginia (ASNV) President Terrence
Liercke felt the need to write in
last week to try to restore credibil-
ity to ASNV’s wayward Advocacy

Chair Glenda Booth. In my letter,
I pointed out that when Ms. Booth
spoke at the Master Planning
meeting for Westgrove Park, she
claimed she was speaking in op-
position to the proposed Off-Leash
Dog Area (OLDA) on behalf of
ASNV. I quoted Mr. Liercke in sup-
port of the fact that ASNV had
taken no such official position.

Here is the complete narrative
of my e-mail exchange with Mr.
Liercke (that was previously fur-

nished to the Gazette Editor):

Dear Mr. Liercke:
I’m writing to inquire as to whether

the Audubon Society of Northern Vir-
ginia has taken any official written
position concerning the proposed off-
leash dog area at Westgrove Park in
Fairfax County? If so, I’d appreciate re-
ceiving a copy of the written position.
Thanks,

H. Jay Spiegel

Hi, I just returned from out of town
so apologies for the delayed reply. While
individual members have been asked to

weigh in on this matter, ASNV has taken
no official written position on the issue.
Thanks, Terry Liercke

I’ll let readers decide if Ms.
Booth was authorized to oppose
the OLDA on behalf of ASNV or if,
rather, she was restricted to per-
sonally opposing it without stat-
ing, implying or inferring that she
was expressing an official position
on behalf of ASNV.

At the master planning meeting,
Ms. Booth clearly stated that her
opposition of the OLDA was on
behalf of Friends of Dyke Marsh
and, quoting her, “the 5,000 mem-
bers of the Audubon Society of
Northern Virginia.”

Mr. Liercke’s letter to the Gazette,
while expressing ASNV’s policy of
encouraging the maintenance and
creation of natural resource areas,
enhancing “connectivity” in the
area in and adjacent to Westgrove
Park, and master planning the park,
did nothing to dispute what he said
in his e-mail to me. ASNV has taken
no official written position concern-
ing the OLDA.

I support Glenda Booth’s right to
personally oppose the OLDA, but
when she drifts off into the
netherland of trying to multiply her
personal opposition by attaching it
to organizations that haven’t offi-
cially agreed with her, or have not
taken an official position she can
point to, it would be irresponsible
to refrain from pointing it out.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

First Day of School Coming Up
And never too early for
parents to get involved.

Editorials

T
he first day of school in most of
Northern Virginia is Tuesday, Sept.
4. We don’t agree with having the
General Assembly dictate the first

day of school, requiring the start date to be
after Labor Day, but starting school after La-
bor Day does seem more hospitable than the
Aug. 27 start in many other areas.

Attending Back to School
Night and making contact with
teachers is one of the most im-
portant things parents can do

to set up the school year for success. Back to
School Nights begin the first week of Septem-
ber. Find the date for yours:

Fairfax County http://www.fcps.edu/news/
backtoschool/.

This school year will be the last for superin-
tendent for Fairfax County Public Schools Jack
Dale, who has announced his retirement ef-
fective June 30, 2013. The School Board will
spend much of the coming months in the search

and selection of the new superintendent.
In Fairfax County, students will be encour-

aged to BYOD. That’s “bring your own device.”
With written parental permission, students will
be allowed to connect to school wireless with
their smart phones, tablets and laptops. Stu-
dents and parents should remember that school
officials will be able to examine those devices
and discipline students for content and activi-
ties that are in violation of conduct rules and
act accordingly. More at  http://www.fcps.edu/
it/byod.

Reminder: Check
Voter Status

While Northern Virginia has remarkable
rates of voter registration, many changes to
polling places, political district boundaries and
rules for voting in Virginia, make it worth
double checking your status now. Virginia’s
front seat role at the Republican National Con-
vention serves as a reminder that every Vir-
ginia vote cast will count in November.

To vote on Election Day, you must be regis-

tered at your current address no later than Oct.
15, 2012. You can check your registration sta-
tus online by going to www.sbe.virginia.gov.
There you can also download a voter registra-
tion form and mail it to your local elections
office address.

Every Virginia voter should expect a new
voter identification card in the mail at the be-
ginning of October, very close to the Oct. 15
deadline, so better to check now.

Mail or FAX updates to your local Electoral
Board.
Fairfax County Board of Elections,

703-222-0776, www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/
12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax,

Suite 232, Fairfax, 22035; FAX 703-324-2205;
email voting@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Correction: Last week’s Newcomers and Community
Guide omitted the name of an independent candidate,
Mark T. Gibson, running for U.S. House of
Representatives in the 11th District. The same
paragraph also mistakenly referred to that district by
the wrong district number in a second reference. The
correction have been made in our online and PDF
editions.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
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we review those standards as sci-
ence helps us understand new
risks.

That’s happening now with soot.
The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is reviewing the cur-
rent standard for soot, last set in
1997. Since then, more than
10,000 studies have demonstrated
that soot is a public health threat
and that we must ensure that
fewer smaller particles are able to
get into the air and into our lungs.

Earlier this summer, the EPA pro-
posed a new stronger standard for
soot and is accepting public com-
ments on these standards until the
end of August. What are the po-
tential benefits of enacting the
strongest standard? By cleaning
up soot, we can prevent 35,700
deaths, 23,290 visits to the hospi-
tal and emergency room, 2,350
heart attacks, 1.4 million cases of
aggravated asthma and 29,800
cases of acute bronchitis every
year. An estimated 2.7 million days
of missed work and school due to
air pollution-caused ailments
would be avoided annually.

It’s August in Washington and

Write
The Gazette welcomes views on

any public issue.
The deadline for all material is
noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely
edited for libel, grammar, good

taste and factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette

1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

From Page 7

The Air We Breathe
the humidity makes it hard
enough to breathe for even the
most healthy among us. While we
see the haze of air pollution on
really bad days, we do not see the
particles within it. And those par-
ticles are a threat to our health and
the health of our families and
neighbors. I hope all Virginians
and Americans will join me in ask-
ing the EPA to stand strong for a
strong soot standard. We’ll all
breathe a bit easier when you do.
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By Linda T. “Toddy”

Puller

 State Senator (D-36)

T
he Mount Vernon area
has been my home
since 1975. It has been
a wonderful place to

raise a family and become a part
of the community. We are fortu-
nate to have good schools, the
Potomac nearby, biking and hik-
ing trails, Dyke Marsh and Hunt-
ley Meadows. History is part of our
everyday lives with Mount Vernon,
the home of our first President
George Washington, and Gunston
Hall, home to George Mason, of-
ten referred to along with James
Madison as the “father of our U.S.
Bill of Rights.” But most importantly, the
Mount Vernon area is a real community
welcoming everyone of any age.

One of the greatest issues facing us is the conges-
tion on Route 1. I’ve fought for improvements to
Route 1 since I first took office in 1992 as a delegate
in the 44th District of Virginia in the General Assem-
bly. And, I’ve continued that fight since 2000 as the
senator from the 36th Senatorial District of Virginia.
While in the House of Delegates, I introduced three
House Joint (HJ) Resolutions, agreed to by the Gen-
eral Assembly, to mandate the first comprehensive
studies of the Route 1 Corridor in Fairfax and Prince
William Counties. These studies in 1994, 1996, and
1998 verified that improvement of the highway
would result in: increased capacity, improved safety,
accommodation of economic redevelopment, and
improved pedestrian access.

During this time, the federal, state, and local gov-
ernments have worked together to bring about much
needed positive change to the Route 1 area, the eco-
nomic route as well as the only direct alternative or
emergency diversion route for Interstate 95. It has
been a challenge to get funding.

In 2011, I introduced and got
passed a bill to initiate and fund
the Route 1 Transit Study in both
Fairfax and Prince William coun-
ties. My Transit Study bill was ap-
proved and funded.

The Fairfax Department of Trans-
portation is planning to perform an
alternative analysis study to recom-
mend various ways to assist with
transit in the area. They have ap-
plied for a $2 million grant from
the Federal Transit Authority. The
Virginia Department of Rail and
Public Transit has made available
$500,000 to assist with the alter-
native analysis study. Completing
this alternative study is key to re-
ceiving Federal funding whether it
is bus rapid transit, eventually

metro, or any other type of transit service.
The county is hoping to be able to an-
nounce that the Federal grant has been

approved soon. It will take two years to complete
the transit analysis in Fairfax.

Congressman Jim Moran was able to obtain $180
million in Federal funding to provide congestion re-
lief exacerbated by the new community hospital at
Fort Belvoir between Woodlawn Plantation south to
Telegraph Road. In that project, the right of way for
future transit will be saved to be ready to hook up
with whatever transit decision is made and built. The
Federal Highway Administration has held commu-
nity meetings and should be making a decision as to
which alternative can be worked out to widen Route
1 in that area.

Making improvements to Route 1 area transporta-
tion and transit are important to our area. With the
addition of personnel to Fort Belvoir, we are experi-
encing more overflow traffic on side streets and on
Fort Hunt Road. We must continue to improve our
infrastructure to keep our community a thriving but
also welcoming to those who make their homes here
and travel our roadways.

Route 1 and Mount Vernon Community

A training session for volunteers who would like
to help people register to vote in the fall presidential
election will be led by Karla Mahoney, retired out-
reach director of the Fairfax County registrar’s of-
fice, at Mount Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909 Wind-
mill Lane, Alexandria Virginia, Monday Sept. 10 from
7-9 p.m. The event is sponsored by the MVUC Social
Justice Council.

The training covers how to conduct a voter regis-
tration drive, ways to register (in person or by mail),
how to check that the registration form is accurately
completed, laws about handling and submission of
registration forms, registration deadlines, new voter
ID laws, and absentee voting. Voters can also use
the registration form for an address or name change.
The name and address on a voter’s ID must match
the name and address in the poll book on Election
Day.

Trainees will be connected with two local organi-
zations that have been running voter registration
drives over the summer. Working at shopping cen-
ters and the Huntington Metro, they registered 625
voters in Mount Vernon District north of Fort Belvoir
during June and July. Voter registration efforts will

intensify in the fall through the registration dead-
line of Oct. 15, thus there is a need for more trained
volunteers.

Voters can check whether their registration is cur-
rent at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections. The site also
gives the eligibility requirements for early/absentee
voting and the dates and hours for in-person absen-
tee voting at the Mount Vernon Government Center
on Parker’s Lane beginning October 17. For informa-
tion on the training contact Mary Paden at
mary.paden@gmail.com.

News Briefs

Training for Voter Registration Volunteers

Commentary

Correction
In a story on Aug. 22, 2012, “Shaping By Pass

Proposal,”  the tunnel is for farm equipment
not for riders. Also Shelly W. Castle represents
the “Save the Woodlawn Stables,” a local sup-
port group and is not a spokesperson for
Woodlawn Stables.
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Navy Seaman Recruit
Kwadwo A. Danquah, son of
Barima A. Danquah of Alexandria, re-
cently completed U.S. Navy basic
training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill. Danquah is a
2004 graduate of West Potomac High
School of Alexandria.

Air Force Airman Gregory E.
Wallace graduated from basic mili-
tary training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas. He is the
grandson of Irene Kumitis of Orville
Street, Alexandria, and Lewis

McDaniel of Little Stone Court,
Fayetteville, N.C. Wallace is a 2008 gradu-
ate of Brentsville District High School,
Nokesville, Va.

Navy Airman Melony Sot, a native
of Alexandria, and a 2006 graduate of
Thomas Edison High School, is currently
deployed aboard the aircraft carrier USS
TRUMAN in the Gulf of Oman. USS
TRUMAN is presently supporting ongoing
operations in Afghanistan. Sot is an avia-
tion ordnanceman, responsible for the
maintenance, repair and installation of
aviation ordnance essential for the protec-

tion of ground forces. Her husband,
Joshua Harding, resides in Alexandria.

Margaret A. Haley has entered Ba-
sic Cadet Training at the U.S. Air Force
Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo., in
preparation to enter the first academic
year at the academy. She is the daughter
of Louis and Barbara Haley of
Westmoreland Road, Alexandria. Haley is
a 2010 graduate of West Potomac High
School, Alexandria.

Major Jonathan Doyle, the 1st In-
fantry Division provost marshal, and a

native of Alexandria, was awarded the
Order of the Marchaussee July 3 at Con-
tingency Operating Base Basra. The Order
of Marechaussee is awarded to military
police members who uphold the highest
service traditions.

Navy Seaman Recruit Shadia T.
Everett, daughter of Ronnie Everett, of
Alexandria, recently completed U.S. Navy
basic training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill.

Air Force Reserve Airman 1st
Class Eugene D. Bush graduated from

basic military training at Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. Air-
men who complete basic training earn
four credits toward an associate in ap-
plied science degree through the
Community College of the Air Force.
Bush is a 2003 graduate of Bryant
High School, Alexandria.

Navy Seaman Apprentice
Ryan P. Glass, son of Angelique R.
Glass of Alexandria, and Pat Glass, of

Military Notes

See Military,  Page 21

News

M
ore than  90 students from
throughout the area were
treated to free back-to-
school haircuts thanks to Al-

exandria and Fairfax County firefighters
who sponsored the second annual Cuts for
Kids Day Aug. 27 at the Gum Springs Rec-
reation Center.

“We saw the need for something like this
last year and are excited about the success
of our Cuts for Kids Day,” said Capt. Willie
Bailey, an organizer of the event. “I can’t
thank the barbers enough for donating their
time today to help kids get excited and
ready for school next week.”

Children were entertained by a clown and
were treated to face painting and animal
balloons courtesy of Apple Credit Union
while volunteers from Life Safety used pup-
pets to teach fire safety.

“I can’t thank our sponsors enough for all
their help in making today a success,” Bailey
said. “Serving the community and helping
kids feel more confident as they head back
to school is why we are doing this.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Shear Fun
2nd Annual Cuts
for Kids Day.

Gary Bailey finishes up a trim on Robert Overbey.

Jeremiah Hagans, a Head-Start student, is Marvin
Goldsmith’s first client of the day.

Marvin Goldsmith of Marvin’s Barber & Beauty in the Marcel Center sets
up his tools for a morning of haircuts.

Modine the clown hams it up with Robert Overbey in the gym at the Gum
Springs Community Center.

Fairfax County Firefighter and professional barber
Hakim Newsome and Demari Patterson.

 Photos by Louise Krafft/The Gazette
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E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon.

THURSDAY/AUG. 30
Kenny Lattimore. 7:30 p.m. $29.50.

The Music Hall. Visit
www.kennylattimore.com.

Leukemia/Lymphoma. 7 p.m. Free.
Make a difference in the fight against
blood cancer. Team In Training will
be at Residence Inn Old Town to
discuss upcoming races, registration,
and training tips. Visit
www.teamintraining.org/nca/ or find
us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/TNTNCA.

AUG. 30 THROUGH OCT. 21
Jacques Brel. The classic compilation

of Brel’s brilliant music about life and
death, love and loss, will be in
performance at MetroStage
Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., and
Sundays at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets,
$48-55, at 800-494-8497 or
www.metrostage.org. MetroStage,
1201 N. Royal St. Call 703-548-9044.

FRIDAY/AUG. 31
BIG CHALK DRAW. 8-10 a.m.

Community art event in Art at the
Center’s parking lot at 2804

Sherwood Hall Lane. Free. Donations
of new backpacks and school supplies
to benefit families served by Good
Shepherd Housing and Family
Services needed. Visit
www.artatthecenter.org

Beatlemania Magic. The Carlyle
Club, 411 John Carlyle Street,
Alexandria. 8 pm. $25. A national
touring Beatles Tribute band
recreating the early Beatles concerts
with identical costumes, equipment
and spot on harmonies. Visit http://
thecarlyleclub.com or call 703-548-
8899

SATURDAY/SEPT. 1
Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m. - 4

p.m. Alexandria’s newest outdoor art
market featuring a variety of original
artwork from more than 25 artists
displayed for sale including painting,
photography, pottery, jewelry, and
glasswork. Market includes live music
and food from local restaurants. At
Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Call 703-838-
4827.

THROUGH SEPT. 2
Boarderlines. Thursday-Sunday. Free.

This exhibit is an individual and
group journey across “boarders” and
features a silent auction, 2-D and 3-D
gallery artwork, and take-away art.
At the Nicholas A. Colasanto Center,

2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.theDelReyArtisans.org.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 5
“Out of the Past.” 7 p.m. Free.

Starring Robert Mitchum, Kirk
Douglas, and Jane Greer. Part of the
monthly Film Noir Series at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.,
in Del Ray. After the movie, viewers
are invited to discuss the film at St.
Elmo’s Coffee Pub at 2300 Mt.
Vernon Ave. Call 703-746-1705.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 6
Fashion’s Night Out Alexandria.

Presented by Alexandria Convention
and Visitors Association. 6-11 p.m.
Participating boutiques, restaurants
and businesses throughout
Alexandria. Visit
www.fashionsnighoutalexandria.com

Ten Thousand Villages, a fair trade
retailer on King Street in Old Town,
will be transformed into an oriental
rug showroom, when more than 300
rugs, all hand made in Pakistan by
fairly paid adults, arrive for the
annual 4-day sale. Ten Thousand
Villages is located at 915 King St.
Call 703-684-1435.

Free Rug Seminar. 7 p.m. Enjoy the
seminar at Ten Thousand Villages,
915 King St. Call 703-684-1435 to

Calendar

By Carolyn Griffin

MetroStage, Producing

Artistic Director

J
acques Brel is Alive and Well and Liv-
ing is Paris is a classic. It landed in
New York in 1968 with an English

translation and played at the Village Gate
for four years. Since then it has played all
over the world and is a beloved compila-
tion of music by Brel, an artist growing up
in Brussels, then living and performing in
Paris. His music was translated by Eric Blau
and Mort
Shuman and
“Jacques Brel is
Alive and Well
and Living is
Paris” introduced
this stunning,
passionate music
to American audi-
ences. The rest, as
they say, is his-
tory.

I was intro-
duced to Brel’s
music in the ’80s
at d.c. space, a
funky little per-
formance venue
on the corner of
7th and E St. NW
(now a
Starbucks). I still
own the original
vinyl cast album.
It has been a fa-
vorite of mine for
decades. And

MetroStage’s 2012-13 Season
Producing Artistic Director Carolyn Griffin announces that

the 2012-13 season will open with the musical Jacques Brel
is Alive and Well and Living in Paris, featuring Natascia
Diaz from the 2006 production of the off-Broadway revival at
the Zipper Theatre, and a remarkable cast of Bobby Smith,
Bayla Whitten and Sam Ludwig. Aug. 30-Oct. 21, 2012.

The revival of A Broadway Christmas Carol will fol-
low just in time for the holidays, featuring Michael Sharp as
Scrooge and Tracey Stephens and Russell Sunday playing all
of the other characters in this parody of A Christmas Carol
using Broadway showtunes. Nov. 15-Dec. 23, 2012.

The world premiere of Ladies Swing the Blues, book
and lyrics by Thomas W. Jones II and original music by Will-
iam Knowles, will feature Roz White, Lori Williams, Yvette
Spears, Sandy Bainum, and Anthony Manough. This is a new
work that includes many MetroStage artists. A staged read-
ing of it will be part of Page to Stage at the Kennedy Center
on Saturday, Sept. 1 at 4 p.m. at the Terrace Theatre. Jan. 24-
March 17, 2013.

The area premiere of Michael Hollinger’s Ghost-Writer
will conclude the season. It will feature Susan Lynskey (last
seen at MetroStage in a featured role in Girl in a Goldfish
Bowl). John Vreeke returns to direct. April18-May 26, 2013.

MetroStage is located at 1201 N. Royal St. in Alexandria in
North Old Town. Tickets are $48-55 and may be ordered by
calling 1-800-494-8497 or online at boxofficetickets.com. For
group sales and information call the theatre at 703-548-9044.
Visit www.metrostage.com.

Natascia Diaz, Sam Ludwig, Bayla Whitten and Bobby Smith will appear
in MetroStage’s “Jacques Brel is Alive and Well and Living is Paris”
through Oct. 21.

Notes from

the Producer

Jacques Brel is Alive and Well at MetroStage
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now MetroStage is producing it, opening
our season with an amazing cast and band

to celebrate
this brilliant
music which
covers life
and death,
love and loss
and all of the
human expe-
riences in be-
tween. It is
just as rel-
evant today
as it was
when it was
first intro-
duced to En-
glish-speak-
ing audi-
ences of the
late ’60s.

In 2006 a
new produc-
tion of Brel
opened at
the Zipper
Theatre in
New York.

See Calendar,  Page 16

One of the acclaimed actors in that produc-
tion was our very own Natascia Diaz. We
are delighted that she will be headlining this
great cast, also comprised of Bobby Smith,
Sam Ludwig and Bayla Whitten. Natascia
is well known to our audiences from our
world premiere of “ROOMS a Rock Ro-
mance,” where she won the Helen Hayes
Award for Outstanding Lead Actress in a
Musical. She has also been at MetroStage
in “Glimpses of the Moon” and, most re-
cently, “Savage in Limbo.” Nationally she
has been seen in “Cabaret” and “The

Capeman” and other Broadway and na-
tional tours. Bobby Smith, you will remem-
ber from our hilarious parody “Musical of
Musical” (The Musical!), Sam Ludwig was
seen opposite Natascia in “Glimpses of the
Moon,” and Bayla is a beautiful young
ingénue we will be introducing to
MetroStage audiences for the first time.

“Jacques Brel is Alive and Well and Living
in Paris” will run at MetroStage through Oct.
21. With this great cast, great band and
great music this production of this classic
show is a must-see this fall.

Alexandria King
Street Art Festival
Historic King Street from
Washington Street to the
waterfront is transformed into
an outdoor art gallery with
original fine artwork by over 200
artists. Sept. 8-9, Saturday 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. VisitAlexandriaVA.com, 703-746-
3301 or www.ArtFestival.com, 561-746-6615. Free.
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The Spice & Tea Exchange® AlexandriaThe Spice & Tea Exchange® Alexandria
Freshen Up for Fall!

The Spice & Tea Exchange® Alexandria

AlexandriaSpice

SpiceAndTeaAlexandria

& Find us on Main St. in Annapolis!

320 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

571-312-8505 • spiceandtea.com

320 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

571-312-8505 • spiceandtea.com

320 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

571-312-8505 • spiceandtea.com

320 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

571-312-8505 • spiceandtea.com

Entertainment

reserve a seat.
First Thursday in Del Ray. 6-9 p.m.

Celebrating Fashion’s Night Out with
the theme “Always in Fashion”
during this month’s family-friendly
street festival. Festivities along
Mount Vernon Avenue include music,
exhibitions by local organizations,
and businesses open late with
activities. At Mount Vernon Avenue.
Call 703-746-3301.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 7
Jazz Supper Under the Stars. 5-9

p.m. An evening of food and jazz
with Al Williams’ jazz band and
catering by Hard Times Cafe. Hosted
by the Old Town Business &
Professional Association and the King
Street Gardens Park Foundation.
Tickets $25 in advance, $30 at the
door. At King Street Garden Park,
Diagonal Road and King Street. Call
703-683-0333.

Theater Night. Sponsored by
Alexandria Bar Association Beat the
Odds© Committee.The evening
features a reception and a silent
auction (start at 6:30 p.m.), and the
riotous play “Funny Money (8 p.m.).”
at the Alexandria Little Theatre. 600
Wolfe St. $35. Call 703-548-1106 or
email alexbar@alexandriabarva.org.

SEPT. 7 THROUGH 30
‘It Runs in the Family’ art exhibit.

Artists explore many ways art runs in
families; presenting collections of
their own and their family’s artworks.
Details at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 8
Green Spring Gardens. 2-3 p.m.

Family Fun: Autumn is for Apples.
4603 Green Spring Rd. Code: 290
484 7501. $6/person. Children ages
5 and older with registered paying
adult. Listen to the story of Johnny
Appleseed and take a walk through
our orchard. Register on-line at
www.greenspring.org or call Green
Spring Gardens at 703-642-5173.

Green Spring Gardens. Flourishing,
Flowering Salvias. 4603 Green Spring
Rd. Code: 290 488 6301. 9:30-11
a.m. $22. Make room in your garden
for fall blooming salvias. Take home
a sample of hardy salvia. Register on-
line at www.greenspring.org or call
703-642-5173.

Art Activated. 12-4 p.m. This free, 6th
annual event takes place during the
Alexandria King Street Art Festival.
Studios and galleries will be open to
meet the artists. Demonstrations,
hands-on projects, and activities
throughout the afternoon. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St. Call 703-838-4565.

Melissa Ferrick. 7:30 p.m. The singer-
songwriter and indie trailblazer
returns to The Birchmere with special
guest Astra Via. At 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. $25. Tickets at

www.ticketmaster.com or visit
www.birchmere.com.

SEPT. 8 THROUGH 29
“Funny Money.” Wednesdays-

Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m.
$17-20. At the Little Theatre of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St. Call 703-
683-0496.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 9
Autumn Cabaret. 7 p.m. An evening

of song, dance, variety and comedy
at the Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle
St. $20. Call 703-941-7464.

Matinee Film. 2 p.m. Featuring: Dave
(PG-13). The Charles E. Beatley
Central Library, 5005 Duke St. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1702. Free. Refreshments will be
served.

Green Spring Gardens. Springfield
Art Guild Art Reception. 4603 Green
Spring Rd. 1-3 p.m. Free. Meet local
artists from the Springfield Art Guild
and their mixed media show of
botanical art. Light refreshments
served. Call 703-642-5173.

Family Concert. 7:30 p.m. Melissa
Cox, at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church. At the MVUC Chapel, 1909
Windmill Lane. Donations will help
Beacon House, which provides
mentoring, athletic, and nutritional
programs to at-risk children in the
Edgewood Terrace community of
Washington, D.C. Visit
www.mvuc.org.

Calendar

Fashion’s Night Out Alexandria
will run from 6-11 p.m., with shop-
ping until 10 p.m., on Sept. 6. More
than 80 boutiques, restaurants and
other specialty stores have signed
up for the inaugural celebration,
and will present the City one big
shopping party with a variety of
store events, including cocktails and
restaurant specials, music, fashion
shows, trunk shows, makeovers, de-
signer appearances and exclusive
style events.

Fashion’s Night Out, launched in 2009 by Vogue’s
editor-in-chief Anna Wintour, is a global initiative to
celebrate fashion, culture, lifestyle, restore consumer
confidence and boost the retail industry’s economy.
In 2011, FNO was celebrated with more than 4,500
events in the U.S., including designer appearances,
restaurant specials, retail happenings and other spe-
cial events.

FNO Alexandria is presented by the Alexandria
Convention & Visitors Association and endorsed by
the City of Alexandria. In addition to store events,
the evening will feature some fashionable public
events:

Discover Fashion and Del Ray
East Oxford & Mount Vernon Avenue, 6-9 p.m.
The Del Ray neighborhood has big plans for their

fashion-themed affair as they host the City’s “fash-
ion block party.” Events include a runway show, live
music, performance art and a few surprise perfor-
mances. The fashion show will present some famil-
iar fashionistas, mommies-to-be, hip-hop kids, beau-
tiful brides, and stylin’ pooches.

Fashion Show
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 North Union St. 8-

9 p.m. (Doors open at 7 p.m.)
The Torpedo Factory Art Center, located on Alex-

andria waterfront, will host Fashion’s Night Out
Alexandria’s Inaugural Fashion Show. With Alexan-
dria filled with hip and trendy boutiques, the event
will showcase the City’s historic ambiance and con-
temporary flair for fashion.

The Torpedo Factory will also have a collection of
fashionable artwork from area artists displayed
throughout the gallery. Internationally known cou-
ture milliner and Art League instructor Jan
Wutkowski will join with a

special collection of millinery creations made for
the evening’s runway show, and a video demonstra-
tion showcasing her inspiration and process for one
of the featured headpieces. Guests will be treated to
celebrity runway appearances, beauty treatments,
wine sips by Barefoot Winery, and wonderful bites
by Bread & Chocolate.

Shoppers & Visitors Kiosk
King Street & Fayette Street, 6-9 p.m.
Fashion’s Night Out Alexandria Visitor Kiosk (lo-

cated on the intersection of King Street & Fayette
Street) will offer cool activities, music, giveaways,
and event maps. The first 100 shoppers who visit
the kiosk will receive a swag bag of items from Alex-
andria businesses. Shoppers can strike a pose in our
“Fashionable Photo Booth” and enjoy goodies from
the evening’s event sponsors.

Alexandria’s Ready for Fashion’s Night Out

From Page 15
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b

b
b

b

b
b

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Entertainment

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

I
t was known as The Chicken Ranch, a
century-old “business” in La Grange,
Texas, that earned its nickname for ac-

cepting chickens as payment for services
rendered. But when a crusading TV reporter
makes the brothel the subject of an expose,
the legendary house of ill repute is forced
to close, providing the basis for “The Best
Little Whorehouse in Texas,” a boot-scoot-
ing musical now playing at Signature The-
atre in Arlington.

Originally staged on Broadway in 1978
(followed by the movie starring Dolly Par-
ton and Burt Reynolds), “Whorehouse” stars
the incomparable Sherri L. Edelen as Miss
Mona, the proprietor of the Chicken Ranch.
Edelen brings a sultry sexiness to the role,
exuding charisma and charm in a range of
songs from “A Lil’ Ole Bitty Pissant Country
Place” to the poignant closing strains of “A
Friend to Me.”

In addition to Edelen, the exceptional cast

includes Thomas Adrian Simpson, who
turns in a stellar performance as Sheriff Ed
Earl Dodd, a hot-tempered good-old-boy
with a tender spot for Miss Mona. Simpson
delivers his many expletive laden mono-
logues with conviction and flair, while his
rich vocals shine in “Good Old Girl.”

Nova Y. Payton returns to Signature as
Jewel, Miss Mona’s trusted assistant who,
along with the ensemble of “working girls,”
brings down the house with a rocking ren-
dition of “Twenty-Fours of Lovin’.”

With relentless energy and humor, Chris-
topher Bloch commands the stage as the
pompous and pious Melvin P. Thorpe, the
TV reporter hell bent on shuttering the
whorehouse, while Dan Manning is the
Texas governor who comically sidesteps his
political dilemma.

The entire ensemble is equally impressive,
with the male Aggie Boys especially memo-
rable in the sizzling, athletic routines that
literally bare all save for the strategic place-
ment of a few 10-gallon Stetsons.

Music and lyrics are by Carol Hall and
book by Larry L. King and Peter Masterson.
Gabriele Mangiante provides the musical
direction of the seven-piece orchestra with
choreography by Karma Camp.

The original Chicken Ranch may have
ceased operating in 1973, but under the
masterful eye of Signature’s Artistic Direc-

‘Best Little Whorehouse in Texas’
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Muscial comedy is
running through
Oct. 7 at Signature.

Sherri L. Edelen (as Miss Mona, center) leads the cast of “The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas” in the production’s toe-tapping finale. The musi-
cal comedy “The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas” plays at Arlington's
Signature Theatre through Oct. 7, 2012. Visit www.signature-theatre.org.

tor Eric Schaeffer, the legacy of “The Best
Little Whorehouse in Texas” lives on in one
of the most entertaining, toe-tapping pro-
ductions of the year.

 “The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas” is

playing now through Oct. 7 at Signature
Theatre, 4200 Campbell Ave., Arlington. For
tickets or more information, call 703-820-
9771 or visit www.signature-theatre.org.



18  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  August 30 - September 5, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

HAULING HAULING

Come Fly With Us!

Piedmont Airlines, Inc. a division of US Airways, is
seeking Unit Managers for our 
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) location. Qualified applicants will 
possess excellent communication skills, teamwork capabilities, computer experience, 
and be able to work a variety of shifts including nights, weekend & holidays. Manage a 
staff with varied duties to include Supervisors and Agents.

Preferred qualifications:

* Airline experience in a leadership role
* Degree in Aviation Safety, Business or other related field.

Piedmont Airlines offers a complete benefit package and one of the best travel plans in 
the industry to employees and immediate family.

Only qualified applicants will be selected for an interview. For consideration of this 
position please submit a resume to:   dcaexprecruiter@usairways.com or fax to:  
(703) 224-9488

Please reference job code 3040-DCA in your subject line.

Employment is contingent upon a clear Drug Screen, Driving Record, and 10-year 
Criminal History Records Check

We also require proof of High School or GED completion

PIEDMONT AIRLINES, INC. IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

DENTAL ASSISTANT/ 
CHAIRSIDE ASISTANT

Old Town dental practice seeks full time, 
dependable, professional individual with 
excellent communication skills to assist  
dentist and dental hygienist. Must  be 

responsible individual with strong work 
ethic. Great job. Experienced candidate 

preferred but will train right person. Must 
have excellent references. Fax resume to 

703-548-3556.

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 

practice in Alexandria & Fairfax has an 
upcoming  opening  for a F/T position. 
Some travel between offices. Ideal for 
nurses returning   to  the   workforce.   

Competitive salary  with  benefits.  
Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to Attn: Sharon @ 
703/914-5494 

RETAIL SALES
Old Town boutique needs high school or 

college student for weekend work.
Duties will include sales and other 

miscellaneous tasks. Computer knowl-
edge is a plus. Call Mrs. Lasker in the 

evening at 703-765-7583.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Harold Wilson Holtzclaw

4 October 1928 – 24 August 2012

Retired Colonel Harold Wilson Holtzclaw, PhD, 83, long-time 
resident of Alexandria, VA, passed away on 24 August of nat-
ural causes.

Hal was born in Harrodsburg, KY on 4 October 1928. He at-
tended Breckenridge Training School in Morehead, KY, as 
well as the University of Kentucky where he received a Bach-
elor of Arts in 1949 and a Master of Arts in 1950. He was a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa and Omicron Delta Kappa. He re-
ceived a PhD from the University of Denver in 1963. He also 
attended the National War College.

Hal received a reserve commission in the United States Air 
Force in June 1950 and served on active duty from 1956 to 
1985. His assignments included Chairman of Government 
and Associate Professor, Department of Political Science 
USAF Academy 1960-67. He received the Legion of Merit, 
the Defense Superior Service Medal,  the Meritorious Service 
Medal and the Air Force Commendation Medal. He retired 
from the faculty of the National Defense University in 1991.

Hal was a highly respected bridge player, achieving the rank 
of Gold Life Master. He won dozens of events at sectional, re-
gional and national tournaments sanctioned by the American 
Contract Bridge League. He was also very involved in Mount 
Vernon Unitarian Church, sitting on the Board of Trustees for 
a time and was always a respected elder. Hal was also an in-
veterate traveler, an insatiable reader, and a lifelong Red-
skins fan with a penchant for friendly poker games,.

Harold was married to Margaret “Em” Holtzclaw for 40 years; 
she left this Earth in 1996. He then shared many years with 
Isa McGuire of Bradenton, FL.

Hal is survived by his children Sheryl Gusman of Sterling, VA, 
James Holtzclaw of Savannah, GA, and Debra Early of Char-
lottesville, VA and 11 grandchildren. He is also survived by 
his sister Claudia Holtzclaw of Sarasota, FL and brother Barry 
Holtzclaw of Dayton, OH.

There is a visitation at Demaine Funeral Home, 520 S. Wash-
ington St, Alexandria, VA 22314, on 14 September from 6-8 
pm. A memorial service will be held at Mount Vernon Unitar-
ian Church, 1909 Windmill Lane, Alexandria, VA 22307, 15 
September at 11 am.

He will be buried at Arlington National Cemetery next to Em 
and receive full honors.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Hospice of North-
ern Virginia, Hospice of Northern VA, 2900 Telestar Court, 
Falls Church, VA 22042

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Yvonne’s Hair & Nails, Inc 
trading as Yvonne’s Hair & 
Nails Inc, 8643 Richmond 
Hwy, Alexandria, VA 22309. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Day Spa li-
cense to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Yvonne 
H. Le (President)
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Looking to start the
school year strong?
Tutoring is available at

Aspire Tutoring Services
of Northern Virginia!

Dean’s List College Graduate 
with 7 years of Experience. 

Accounting/Finance Degree.
All grade levels, specializing 
in Math, Spanish, English.
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616.

Rate is $50/hr.
l

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Mulching & Edging
10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY       Lic. & Ins! 
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash Removal
  Cars Removed

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

HAULING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Mount Vernon
Football
To Host West
Potomac

The Mount Vernon football team
will host West Potomac at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday, Aug. 30. West Potomac
has won the last five meetings be-
tween the rival schools, outscoring the
Majors 148-30 during the last three
matchups.

Mount Vernon is led by third-year
head coach Barry Wells. West Potomac
is led by first-year head coach
Jeremiah Davis.

Sports Brief

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

T
he Mount Vernon field hockey
team has appeared in each of
the last three National District
championship games, capturing

titles in 2009 and 2010.
Six games into the 2012 season and it

doesn’t appear the Majors plan on slowing
down.

Mount Vernon is off to a 4-1-1 start, in-
cluding a 3-0-1 performance at the “Under
the Lights” tournament Aug. 24-25 at Lee
High School in Springfield. The Majors won

their pool, which included West Springfield,
Thomas Jefferson and Oakton.

After dropping its season opener against
West Springfield, 2-0, on Aug. 22, Mount
Vernon faced Oakton on the first day of
“Under the Lights.” The Majors beat the
Cougars, 1-0, on an unassisted goal by se-
nior forward Lizzy Sagar. Later in the day,
Mount Vernon tied West Springfield, 1-1,
in a rematch with the Spartans. Sagar again
scored for the Majors, this time on an assist
from senior forward Tamara Warren.

“We were a little bit slow and disorga-
nized when we played Oakton and they
actually outplayed us for a good portion of
the game, but our goal was a good goal,”
Mount Vernon head coach Jessica Edwards
(formerly Hebel) said. “… Our second game
against West Springfield, we played really
well. I was very happy with the way that
we passed that game.”

On the second day of the tournament,
Mount Vernon beat Thomas Jefferson, 3-0,
and Hayfield, 3-0. Warren, Sagar and se-
nior midfielder Serenna Schantz scored
against TJ, with two assists coming from
sophomore defender Amber Sable. Against
Hayfield, senior midfielder Ashleigh Sable
scored a pair of goals and Warren finished
with one goal and one assist.

Two days after the tournament, Mount
Vernon defeated rival West Potomac, 3-0,
on Aug. 27. The Majors have outscored
opponents 11-3 through six games.

Edwards said this year’s Mount Vernon
team has a strong senior class, including
five athletes who played varsity field hockey
as freshmen: Warren, Schantz, Ashleigh
Sable, defender Megan Cole and midfielder
Jane Heller, who returns after tearing the
ACL and meniscus in her right knee last
season.

“It’s so much fun,” Heller said of return-
ing to action. “It’s amazing. I really missed
it after a whole year of not playing and it
feels great to be on the field.”

Edwards said Heller has strong leadership
qualities and is a good decision maker.

“Even though we lost her as a player on
the field last year,” Edwards said, “she was
never lost as part of the team because she
was always there.”

Edwards said Cole and senior Sabrina
Smith are two of the Majors’ top defensive
players. Sagar and senior forward Gabby
Ocker are standouts at forward. Freshman
midfielder Jessica Miller could be a con-

tributor during the season. Sophomore goal-
keepers Lindsay Gardiner and McKenzie
Moore have rotated.

Mount Vernon will open National District
competition at 7 p.m. on Sept. 4 at home
against Wakefield.

“It’s definitely one of our goals to be the
district champions again, but we really try
to focus more on the process of what we
need to do instead of the outcome,”
Edwards said. “Hopefully if our processes
are good, are outcome will be good, too.”

Mount Vernon senior Ashleigh Sable scored two goals in the “Under the
Lights” field hockey tournament Aug. 24-25 at Lee High School in
Springfield.

Senior forward Gabby Ocker and the Mount Vernon field hockey
team won their pool at the “Under the Lights” tournament Aug.
24-25 at Lee High School in Springfield.

Mount Vernon Field Hockey Led by Senior Class
Majors have played
in three consecutive
district championship
games.
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The following students enrolled at Virginia
Tech were named to the dean’s list for the spring
2012 semester:

Kelly E. Wood is a senior majoring in po-
litical science in the College of Liberal Arts and
Human Sciences.

Charlotte M. Crump is a sophomore ma-
joring in history in the College of Liberal Arts
and Human Sciences.

Adam D. Frank is a junior majoring in so-
ciology in the College of Liberal Arts and Human
Sciences.

Travis E. Frank is a junior majoring in land-
scape architecture in the College of Architecture
and Urban Studies.

Alan A. Gomez is a senior majoring in elec-
trical engineering in the College of Engineering.

Andrew K. Hicks is a sophomore majoring
in construction engineering and management in
the College of Engineering.

Lauren E. Kurz is a senior majoring in mar-
keting management in the Pamplin College of
Business.

Juan G. Montolin is a junior majoring in
geography in the College of Natural Resources
and Environment.

Katherine A. O’Neill is a freshman major-
ing in environmental science in the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences.

James Riddle is a sophomore majoring in
computer engineering in the College of Engi-
neering.

Rebecca J. Quigley is a senior majoring in
psychology in the College of Science.

Sarah M. Baldwin is a sophomore major-
ing in biological sciences in the College of
Science.

The following Virginia Military Institute

cadets were named to the Deans’ List for the
second semester of academic year 2011-12.

❖William D. Alewine - A senior from Al-
exandria, is majoring in Economics/Business.
Cadet Alewine’s parents are MAJ William R.
Alewine and Ms. Sherry A. Smith.

❖Alexandra L. Hastings - A sophomore
from Alexandria, is majoring in Modern Lan-
guages & Cultures. Cadet Hastings’s parents
are Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Hastings Jr.

❖Michael W. Hixson - A senior from Al-
exandria, is majoring in Chemistry. Cadet
Hixson’s parents are Mr. and Mrs. Stanley G.
Hixson.

❖Kenia R. Hurtado - A junior from Alex-
andria, is majoring in International Studies.
Cadet Hurtado’s parents are Mr. and Mrs. An-
tonio L. Hurtado.

❖Brett R. Kitchen - A senior from Alexan-
dria, is majoring in Computer Science. Cadet
Kitchen’s parents are Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R.
Kitchen.

❖Ray D. Montolin - A junior from Alex-
andria, is majoring in International Studies.
Cadet Montolin’s parent is Ms. Lydia G. Padilla.

❖Ryan F. Schaedel - A recent graduate
from Alexandria. Cadet Schaedel’s parents are
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen F. Schaedel.

The following Virginia Tech students were
among those honored at the university’s spring
commencement ceremony.

Dale Shifflett received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Mechanical Engineering degree in
mechanical engineering from the College of
Engineering.

Michael Adu received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree summa cum laude in biological
sciences from the College of Science.

School Notes
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Boucher Building
Mount Vernon Waterfront Design/Build Specialists

Little Hunting Creek

Please contact Bart Boucher • 703-282-9806

Little Hunting Creek homes starting at $1,599,000

Custom homes on your lot, one of our 2 waterfront
lots (Little Hunting Creek or Potomac River), or one
of our other lots in the Stratford Landing Area.

REMODELING AND ADDITIONS,
CUSTOM CABINETRY AND KITCHENS.

From Page 14

Military

Alexandria, recently completed U.S. Navy
basic training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill. Glass is a 2004
graduate of West Potomac High School of
Alexandria.

Army Reserve Pvt. Hilary M.
Kiundi has graduated from basic combat
training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.
Kiundi is the brother of Felix Kiundi of
Skyhill Road, Alexandria.

Marine Corps Lance Cpl.
Theodore J. Kent, son of Gretchen
Rhedman of Alexandria, and Thomas
Kent, of Richmond, recently graduated
from the Marine Corps Basic Combat En-
gineer Course at Marine Corps Engineer
School, Marine Corps Base, Camp
Lejeune, N. C. Kent is a 2007 graduate of
Fork Union Military Academy of Fork
Union, Va.

Navy Petty Officer 2nd Claas
Brian P. Krivonak, son of Leanne
Krivonak of Alexandria, along with 1, 000
fellow sailors and Marines on USS New
Orleans (LPD-18), home ported in San
Diego, Calif., recently embarked on a
scheduled three-month deployment in
support of Southern Partnership Station
(SPS). Krivonak is a 1998 graduate of
West Potomac High School of Alexandria,
and joined the Navy in April 2007.

Air Force Airman Michael J. Vega
graduated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas. He is the son of Michelle Wulffaert
of Desiree St., Alexandria. Vega is a 2006
graduate of Mount Vernon High School,
Alexandria.

Marine Corps Pfc. Kevin I.
Carrillo, a 2009 graduate of Mount
Vernon High School, Alexandria, recently
completed the Marine Corps Basic En-
listed Supply Course. Carrillo joined the
Marine Corps in December 2009.

Navy Seaman Marjorie J. Flo-
rence, daughter of Edith B. Guitilen of
Alexandria, recently completed U.S. Navy
basic training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill.

Air Force Airman 1st Class Evan
W. Godwin graduated from basic mili-
tary training at Lackland Air Force Base,
San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of
Cheryl Godwin of Observation Way, Alex-
andria.

Navy Seaman Recruit Gina L.
Caianiello, daughter of Elaine M.
Reibsamen of Hollister, Calif. and Joseph
P. Caianiello, of Alexandria, recently com-
pleted U.S. Navy basic training at Recruit
Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill.

More than 500 members of the New
York Air National Guard received recog-
nition for their service in a combat zone
on Sunday, Sept. 12 during the 106th
Rescue Wing Hometown Heroes Salute
ceremony. 2nd Lt. Eugene A Finkle
from Alexandria, assigned to the 106th
Maintenance Squadron was recognized
for service overseas. The Hometown He-
roes program recognizes Airmen who
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, Operation New Dawn in Iraq
and Operation Enduring Freedom (opera-
tions in Afghanistan) since Sept. 11, 2001.

John T. Conway of Alexandria
earned a bachelor’s degree in business
administration and commissioned as a

second lieutenant into the Army’s infan-
try branch. He is the son of Randall and
Brenda Conway of Alexandria and gradu-
ated from West Potomac High School in
Alexandria.

Master Sergeant David Biscaro
from Alexandria has reenlisted in the New
York Army National Guard to continue
service with the Joint Force Headquarters.

Navy Seaman Fayette A.
Hardwick, son of Regina A. Hardwick of
Alexandria, and Aurelio A. Padmore, of
Falls Church, recently completed U.S.
Navy basic training at Recruit Training
Command, Great Lakes, Ill. Hardwick is a
2007 graduate of Bryant High School of
Alexandria.

Mende J. Wentzel graduated from the
Army ROTC (Reserve Officer Training
Corps) Leader Development and Assess-
ment Course, also known as “Operation
Warrior Forge,” at Fort Lewis, Tacoma,
Wash. The cadet is a student at James
Madison University, Harrisonburg. She is
the daughter of Bruce M. and Mende M.
Wentzel of Budd Way, Alexandria.

Wentzel is a 2007 graduate of Thomas
A. Edison High School, Alexandria.

Army National Guard Pfc.
Jimmie H. Robinson has graduated
from basic military training at Fort
Benning, Columbus, Ga., under the Split
Option Enlistment Program. The program
allows high school students between their
junior and senior year to attend and com-
plete the Army National Guard or Reserve
six-week basic training program during
the summer of their junior year. He is the
son of Jimmie and Rika Robinson of Kidd
St., Alexandria. Robinson is currently at-
tending Mount Vernon High School,
Alexandria.
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Drive Nets 1,026 Backpacks
UCM exceeded its goal to raise $10,000 and collect 1,000 backpacks
for the children and youth in UCM’s programs. Each backpack
contains approximately $40 worth of school supplies. Student
volunteers put the final touches on the remaining backpacks to be
donated to needy students in the Route 1 Corridor. From left are
Brenda Arriaza, Hayfield Secondary School; Cody Binstock, Mount
Vernon High School; Kelly Gallagher, Bishop Ireton High School, and
Danielle Page, Woodbridge Middle School.

From Page 6

Verizon also reported that it lost visibility
over its own network, so that technicians
did not know that power was draining from
battery-operated generators until it was too
late.

“When the batteries in the Arlington cen-
tral office were being depleted … why was
there a delay in deploying additional re-
sources to remedy the situation before the
Arlington facility went dark?” asked county
officials, in concluding statements in the
FCC report. “Verizon’s 911 service in Fairfax
County failed completely during the June
29, 2012, derecho. Both immediate and
longer-term changes are needed to improve
911 service in the metropolitan Washing-
ton, D.C., area.”

THE CURRENT FCC REPORT is one of
several investigations launched into the 911
fiasco. According to officials, Fairfax County
is pursuing the issue from many angles, in-

cluding the report to the FCC and regional
work through the Metropolitan Washington
Council of Government.

“We are very fortunate that no one died
as a result of the 911 outage,” said Super-
visor Pat Herrity, (R-Springfield). Herrity is
a member of the statewide 911 panel tasked
with looking into the outage.

“I have every confidence that Fairfax
County is up to whatever emergency comes
our way — in as much as we have control.
I’m more worried about third parties such
as Verizon based on our 911 experience.
Frankly, that was wholly unacceptable and
we are going to do everything necessary to
hold their feet to the fire,” said Supervisor
Jeff McKay (D-Lee).

Souder said it’s gratifying to know Verizon
is taking some responsibility, and attempt-
ing to fix its communication problems.

“The public should know that, seven
weeks after this storm, we’re still a long way
from being done from making sure this [911
failure] doesn’t happen again,” Souder said.

County Files FCC Complaint

News

By Erik Heaney

The Gazette

D
espite a high unemployment
 rate, many companies in the te-
chnology and research
 industries have unfilled posi-

tions because they cannot find enough
skilled workers. In response to this
maldistribution of skills, the General Assem-
bly plans to commit $1 million over the next
two years to expand Northern Virginia Com-
munity College’s SySTEMic Solutions pro-
gram.

The ultimate goal of the program is to
encourage K-12 students to study science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM), earn a two-year or four-year de-
gree, and become employed by a technol-
ogy company. Since its inception nearly
three years ago, over 1,000 students have
entered into the  “pipeline,” a term used to
describe the education-to-occupation goal.

The $1 million commitment will help ex-
pand the program into Alexandria, Arling-
ton, Fairfax and Loudoun school districts.
It is estimated that by 2015, 3,000 students
will be in the SySTEMic Solutions pipeline.

Students in Prince William County,
Manassas and Manassas Park have been
introduced to the sciences early. Engineers
from local technology companies such as
Aerojet and Micron Technology visit those
elementary school classrooms and show stu-

dents dry ice and have them make lemon-
powered batteries.

“What we’re really hoping is to catch you
before you’re in high school,” said Amy
Harris, director of NOVA’s SySTEMic Solu-
tions.

Additionally, the program offers extracur-
ricular activities and summer camps. In el-
ementary schools, students can participate
in an after-school robotics team called First
Lego League. There are middle school and
high school teams as well, so that the pro-
gram can continue to make STEM fun and
engaging. This past April, a Manassas Park
Middle School team qualified and partici-
pated in the World VEX Robotics tourna-
ment in Anaheim, Calif.

“Students are making connections with
what they are learning in robotics and what
they are learning in the classroom,” said
superintendent of Manassas Park Public
Shools, Bruce McDade, in an email. “Plus,
in order to be a part of the program, stu-
dents must be successful in the classroom
so the program serves as a great motiva-
tional tool as well.”

In high school, students are then given
STEM counselors who help with course
selecion, study skills and preparation for

college. Students are also visited by engi-
neers and researchers, who give advice
about colleges and careers. Finally, when
they are enrolled in George Mason Univer-
sity or NOVA, students have access to in-
ternships.

But SySTEMic Solutions hasn’t just ben-
efited public schools. The program has been
a boon to local technology and research
companies, who are dependent upon a
highly skilled workforce and recognize the
lack of STEM funding. Corporate partners,
which include Micron Technology, Aerojet
Corporation, Insystech and Lockheed Mar-
tin, help fund programs and educate stu-
dents about job opportunities.

For nearly three years, Aerojet has con-
tributed $45,000 towards SySTEMic Solu-
tions. “We do this because this could be our
future workforce,” said Wanita Garcia of
Aerojet. “We recognize that our school sys-
tems need assistance from industries.”

SySTEMic Solutions is a part of a greater
effort for NOVA to collaborate with local
companies to better prepare students for
employment. Micron Technology used
NOVA educators in 2005-6 to retrain their
workforce after automating one of their
semiconductor factories.

Most students in the program are first gen-
eration college-goers and many of come from
moderate or lower income families.

Both educators and engineers seem to
agree that further funding in STEM will help
reverse the negative economic trends. “We
need to prepare our students for the oppor-
tunities that exist, and will only magnify in
the future, in our very own backyard,” said
McDade. “We need well-qualified students
to make our workforce strong so that we
may compete in the global economy.”

State Commits $1 Million to SySTEMic Solutions
General Assembly
provides funding
over next two years
towards science and
technology courses.

Students engage in hands-on activities to encourage students to focus on
science and math.
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