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Shawn Storer shows his pottery at Gifts
from the HeART. Storer was a student at
Reston Community Center and used the
workshop space there to make all his pot-
tery pieces. He said he likes the local aspect
of the event. A portion of all proceeds goes
to Reston Interfaith.
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Board Selects Appointees to Commission
Bi-partisan group will
review election process.

O
n Tuesday, Dec. 4, the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors appointed representatives to
the Bi-partisan Election Process Improve-

ment Commission, which was created by the board
after long lines were reported across various voting
precincts during the most recent election.

The list of appointees consists of two co-chairs;
one appointee designated by each supervisor; two
appointees designated by the chairman; chairs of
both the Republican and Democratic Party of Fairfax
County; and representatives from various Fairfax
County organizations, including the Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce, the League of Women Vot-
ers, the Fairfax Bar Association, Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools Administration, Federation of Citizen’s

Association, and disability and minority community
representatives.

The purpose of the commission is to review and
make recommendations regarding Fairfax County’s
election process. The commission will concentrate
on ways to improve the county’s efficiency on Elec-
tion Day, with a specific focus on addressing wait
times, long lines and various voting issues.

“I am pleased to see that the commission is mov-
ing forward,” Chairman Sharon Bulova said. “It is
important that the county identify ways to reduce
lines, decrease wait times, and streamline our elec-
tion process. I am eager to find ways we can im-
prove for future elections.”

Bulova recommended the commission begin work
in January 2013 after appointments have been made
and that recommendations be presented to the Board
of Supervisors in May of 2013.

—Victoria Ross

News

‘Jean’ Therapy Helps Homeless
Fairfax County
kicks off second
annual Jeans Day
on Dec. 14.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

E
veryone knows that
gene therapy can help
scientists treat a num-
ber of debilitating dis-

eases, but what about human
“jean” therapy?

The homonyms might have
more in common than you think,
which is why the Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors proclaimed Friday, Dec. 14 “Jeans Day,” an in-
novative approach to alleviating chronic
homelessness in Fairfax County.

On Jeans Day 2012, Fairfax County is asking busi-
nesses, schools and community residents to pull on
a pair of their favorite jeans to demonstrate their
support for ending homelessness.

The day of community give-back is hosted by The
Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce, in partner-
ship with the Fairfax-Falls Church Community Part-
nership to Prevent and End Homelessness, The Con-
nection Newspapers and Apple Federal Credit Union.

A popular fundraiser for homelessness and other
causes nationwide, Jeans Day is a relatively simple
idea. Companies go casual for a cause, inviting em-
ployees to wear their jeans to work in exchange for
a $5 contribution to fight homelessness. Last year,
more than 100 employers representing 3,000 em-
ployees participated in the initiative.

“We’re proud to partner with the county, through
the Office to Prevent & End Homelessness, The Con-
nection Newspapers and Apple Credit Union to pro-
vide an opportunity for businesses and their employ-
ees to participate in the robust work to end
homelessness going on in our community,” said
Fairfax Chamber President & CEO Jim Corcoran.

“Now, more than ever, we need you to get involved
as we move forward with the Fairfax-Falls Church
Community Partnership to Prevent and End

Homelessness. Everyone is in need of some type of
help at one point in time or another,” said Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon
Bulova. “Now, we need your help and Jeans Day is a
great way for you and your business to get involved
to prevent and end homelessness in our community
as we know it.”

Nearly 3,000 children, women and men face
homelessness and the threat of severe temperatures
and hunger today in the Fairfax County-Falls Church
community, according to Dean Klein, executive di-
rector of Fairfax County’s Office to Prevent and End
Homelessness (OPEH).

The majority of people without homes in our com-
munity are children and working families.

“In Fairfax County, it’s easy to forget that there are
homeless families here, homeless children in the
schools, and that many people who are homeless here
are actually working, but don’t make nearly enough
money to afford housing,” said The Connection Pub-
lisher Mary Kimm. “The Connection is committed to
raising awareness of homelessness and the need to
provide permanent shelter, and to recognizing the
good works of individuals and businesses in North-
ern Virginia.”

“I’m excited because Jeans Day is an easy avenue
to get employees and their companies, and people
of all ages, involved in learning about the challenges
and solutions in preventing and ending
homelessness,” Klein said.

The Board of Supervisors designated Dec. 14, 2012, as
Jeans Day in Fairfax County at their Dec. 4 meeting.
(Center) Jim Corcoran, president of The Fairfax Chamber
of Commerce, holds the proclamation with Board of
Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova.
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Athenas Pongo, Ximena Abril and Raoul Pongo
helped Milagros Pongo sell her hand-made jewelry
and hair ornaments as well as oil paintings.
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Offering Gifts
From the HeART
Local artists and Reston
Community Center come
together for a good cause.

By Amiee Freeman

The Connection

T
he Reston Community
Center at Lake Anne
hosted Gifts from the

HeART on Saturday, Dec. 8.
Gifts from the HeART featured
works from 20 local artists as
well as more than 85 pieces of
artwork on the walls of the Jo
Ann Rose Gallery and pieces in
the 3-D case displays. To par-
ticipate, artists paid an entry fee
and also were requested to do-
nate 10 percent of sales to
Reston Interfaith.

“This is all about, yes, sup-
porting the artist, but also about
supporting the community,”
said Cheri Danaher, arts educa-
tion director at RCC. At the start
of Saturday’s event, $700 had
been collected for Reston Inter-
faith, with an additional $300
anticipated to be collected by
the end of the event.

In addition to having space
for display, RCC offers classes
and workshop studios where
many of the artists teach classes
or refine their skills. “Reston
Community Center has great
resources in terms of the in-
structors who offer classes and
monitor the open studio times,”
said Gloria Morrow, exhibit co-
ordinator at RCC. Many of the
instructors and their students
were showing their own work
which they had created at RCC.

Shawn Storer was one of the
ceramics class students who was
showing his work. Storer’s earth-
toned pottery bowls were not
the standard circular bowl, each
had a unique look to them. “I like
to make visually striking pottery
that is practical, useful, but also
artistic. I don’t like to just make

cookie-cutter bowls. I like to
make something that is a little
unique. I call it Mystero’s Pot-
tery because I’m a conductor in
one of my other lives. I also do
a lot of custom work. All of this
was made here at RCC. I took
some classes here; I use the stu-
dios here. Keep it local.”

At a nearby table, Milagros
Pongo of Reston had some help
from her son, Raoul, and
daughter, Athenas, and a friend,
Ximena Abril. Pongo was offer-
ing colorful oil paintings as well
as jewelry and felted hair orna-
ments. “I love Reston,” she said.
“I love being able to participate
in this event and in the Satur-
day craft shows.”

Ilonka Sabic-Lukic, of Reston,
who was perusing the tables,
said she likes the local aspect
of the show. “I just love Reston
Community Center. I take
classes here whenever I can.
I’ve gotten to know a lot of art-
ists and their work. I like sup-
porting them and the Commu-
nity Center, and it’s especially
nice knowing it stays local.”

The event has grown since it
started in 1999. At that time it
was only a Sunday reception
with just a handful of artists
showing their work, said
Danaher. Since then the orga-
nizers have coupled the event
with Lake Anne’s Plaza’s “Jingle
on the Plaza” holiday celebra-
tion. “If we had a bigger space,
we could have a bigger show,
but we like keeping it here at
Lake Anne,” said Danaher.

The art pieces will remain on
the walls and in the 3-D cases
until January. All items are
available for sale with a portion
of those proceeds going to
Reston Interfaith as well.

Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or reston@connectionnewspapers.com
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CHRISTMAS EVE, December 24
5:00 P.M. ~ Children’s
Christmas Eve program

7:30 P.M. and 10:00 P.M. Christmas Eve
candlelight services of Holy Communion

with traditional Christmas carols and hymns

Special pre-service music begins twenty
minutes before each service

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
One Service only ~ at 9:30 A.M.

Scripture Lessons and Christmas Carols
(Child Care Available)

Church Office: 703-437-5020
Preschool: 703-437-4511

www.gslcva.org

1133 Reston Avenue,
Herndon, VA 20170

Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

Building Up God’s People ... Through His Word ... For His World.

The Roberts Team
delivers from Sale

through Installation

Owned & Operated by the same
family for 48 years!

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street,
Herndon

Around the corner from the Ice House
Across the street from the Fire Station

Hours:
Mon, Tues, Thur & Fri: 9-6

Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 9-3
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Hardwood

Sand & Finish New or Old Floors

SHAW prefinished

    $699
 sq. ft.
Installed

December
Storewide

Oriental Rug
Cleaning

In our cleaning plant
Free Pick-up & Delivery

Discounts
of 15% Off

and up

D
ozens of Virginians
gathered on Saturday
to rally for an end to
the Bush tax cuts for

the top 2 percent. The activists
gathered at Reston Used Bookstore
to hear from community members
on the issue before going door-to-
door to urge neighbors to contact
Congressman Wolf. Those gath-
ered expressed concern that
middle class taxes could go up
over $2,000 a year if leaders in
D.C. don’t compromise and put the
middle class before millionaires.
Morgan Jameson, a student, told
the assembled crowd why protect-
ing the middle class and eliminat-
ing the Bush tax cuts for the
wealthy is important to him. “My
generation, people working
around the clock, can’t afford to
see tax cuts expire for the middle
class. The average middle class
family sees a tax cut of approxi-
mately $2,200 a year. If those tax
cuts went away, I, and many other
people, could not afford the gas it
takes to get to and from work. I
think it’s important that we ask
those at the top to pay a little bit
more.”
Mariama Balde works for the
Fairfax County School System. She
said, “I have people coming to me
about the fiscal cliff. I saw a man,
a nurse, who has to work two jobs.
His son is handicapped and in a
wheelchair, and he is looking for
a mini van so his son can get
around. He came to me, in tears,

about the fiscal cliff. He said “how
am I going to do this—if they take
away the $2,000—how will I get
this for my son?” The concern is
so obvious to everyday people.
That money is big for us.”

Balde also wrote in an email to
the Connection, “After re-electing
President Obama, I called my vol-
unteers friends to thank them and
they all asked “What next,
Mariama?” and my answer was
let’s keep it going. So when I heard
that there was a rally supporting
President Obama’s budget plan
and against the Bush tax cuts for
the rich 2 percent, I immediately
called my friends again and we
went to Reston.

“We were at this great woman-
owned small business enterprise,
a used bookstore. The room was
packed, the people were all fired
up and ready to go again and ea-
ger to hear what the next step is
because we do not want to rest
after working so hard . . . I spoke
from my heart, as I understand it
at my level not as a politician or
an economist but as a hard work-
ing person like all the people that
I know.”

After rallying at Reston Used Book-
store, Virginians went door-to-door
in Congressman Wolf’s neighbor-
hood, gathering support for extend-
ing middle class tax cuts and asking
the wealthy to pay their far share.
To learn more about the campaign
to end the Bush tax cuts for the
wealthy, visit www.TheAction.org.

Alarmed Over
‘Fiscal Cliff’
Virginians rally in Reston to end
Bush tax cuts for wealthy.

Bush Tax Cuts activists, Virginians and Restonians rally
against extending the tax cuts for the wealthy.

Community
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

To Highlight your
Faith Community,

Call Karen at 703-917-6468

b
b

Commentary

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
he holiday season is busy
for most everyone regard-
less of faith and family tra-
ditions and the holidays

we choose to celebrate. Increasingly,
there is a trend towards the winter holiday celebra-
tion beginning soon after Halloween. Thanksgiving
is getting overshadowed with super-hot buying spe-
cials that used to at least wait until the Friday after
Thanksgiving. Add to the number of holidays the gift
buying, family travel and seasonal parties, and you
have a very busy time of the year.

Politicians are just like everyone else in having our
winter holiday celebrations and traditions. Depend-
ing on the holidays we observe, we shop for pre-
sents, put up decorations, and plan high-calorie meals
and events. On top of all the things that others are
doing, state legislators are getting ready for a legis-
lative session scheduled to begin on Jan. 10, 2013.
Amidst the holiday merriment, state delegates and
senators are reading reports of studies that have been
conducted throughout the year. A proposal to lift the
ban on uranium mining has brought a massive study
report with additional supportive and contrary re-
ports also becoming available. The Joint Legislative
Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) has produced
several very professional papers on issues it has been
asked to review, and legislative study committees are
making their reports for the year.

On Dec. 17 the governor is scheduled to speak to
the “money” committees of House Appropriations
and Finance and Senate Finance to bring legislators

up-to-date on any fiscal cliffs the state might be fac-
ing. While the economy in Virginia has been making
steady recovery, decisions at the federal level could
have major impacts in Virginia especially as the fed-
eral actions might result in defense spending reduc-
tions and other reductions in federal spending in Vir-
ginia. The governor at that time may announce more
details to a proposal he has hinted at that might re-
spond to our transportation needs.

Recognizing that legislators are getting near their
annual trek to Richmond, advocacy and interest
groups are increasing their correspondence and meet-
ings to see and talk with us before we leave town.
These meetings are very instructive and important,
but they do take a lot of time. We need to hear from
constituents; we work around all else that is hap-
pening during the holidays to make ourselves as
available as possible. I ask constituents to take a few
minutes from their personal and family activities to
respond to my annual pre-session survey included
in my legislative newsletter that will be arriving in
homes in the near future. The survey also can be
accessed on my website at www.kenplum.com.

As is our practice, Senator Janet Howell and I will
be having a pre-session community meeting on Jan.
3, 2013 from 7:30-9 p.m. at the Community Center
at Hunters Woods. Please come and talk with us
about what you think we should be doing this legis-
lative session. Pre-registration is not required. The
meeting is informal; we just want to hear from you.

Along with all that is happening in preparing for
the legislative session, my colleagues and I will be
enjoying the holidays with family and friends. As you
will hear from me many times over the next few
weeks, I hope you have a happy holiday season!

Preparing for the Holidays

By John Lovaas

Reston Impact Producer/Host

F
airfax County has done a
pretty good job of setting
aside parkland for public use

for athletics and recreation, but
gives short shrift to preserving and
protecting natural resource areas so vital to a healthy
environment. While the county has set a worthy but
modest goal of setting 10 percent of the land as parks
or open space, to date it has achieved about 9.4 per-
cent, very little of which is natural area.

Why do we need more natural resource parks?
Here are some basic and troubling facts. 1) Eighty
percent of county streams are in poor to fair condi-
tion—meaning that they are poor habitat, severely
limiting biodiversity as well as impacting human
health; 2) Fairfax County does not meet federal ozone
standards for air quality. In 2009, the American Lung
Association gave the metro region an F rating for
smog, the 14th worst area in the U.S. for smog; 3)
The county’s tree cover declined from 75 percent in
the 1970s to about 46 percent and declining today.
Trees have an amazing capacity to cleanse carbon
and polluting particles from the air. Their loss di-
rectly impacts air quality; and, 4) Non-native inva-
sive plants are a growing problem in the county. Non-
native plants are not adapted to the food needs of
local living things, from insects to birds to larger
mammals.

Preserving land in a natural,
undisturbed state or restoring de-
graded lands in parks can play an

important role in making Fairfax County a more
healthy place for all living things. Actions the county
should take now include correcting the current im-
balance in parklands—i.e., sharply increase the area
managed in a natural state or restored to a natural
state. The Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) has
standards based on population for determining how
much land it needs for athletic fields. The same
should be done for lands preserved in a natural state.

The FCPA should inventory the natural resources
in the county, especially plants and animals, and as-
sess their condition. Trend data should be made avail-
able to the public and serve as the basis for improved
natural resource management in the years ahead.
The amount of land which can be acquired is shrink-
ing, especially undisturbed natural areas, in our in-
creasingly densely populated county. Hence, a focus
should be on restoring degraded areas, even in small,
pocket parks to natural condition. FCPA should work
with NGOs and property owners with land border-
ing parkland to create buffers for parkland to be pre-
served as natural areas. Obviously, county agencies
should also work to be models of sustainable envi-
ronmental stewardship.

To learn more and find out what you can do to
help, check out the websites of organizations like
the Audubon Society of Northern Virginia and the
Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN).

County Failing to Preserve
Natural Resource Areas

Independent

Progressive
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Opinion

W
e are a nation of immigrants,
to invoke the title of John F.
Kennedy’s posthumously pub-
lished book; undeniably a na-

tion descended from immigrants and a nation
greatly augmented by immigration.

From this perspective, with the first
immigrants motivated by the search for
religious freedom, even Christmas is a
religious holiday of immigrants.

As this week’s main story on immigrants and
religion in Northern Virginia explains, the larg-
est number of current immigrants are from
Latin America, and they bring with them a

powerful commitment to Christmas through
their Catholic faith. In 2010, Fairfax County’s
Catholic population numbered 184,183, while
Protestant adherents numbered 205,556.

Christmas, celebrating the birth of Jesus
Christ on Dec. 25, is one of the two most im-
portant Christian religious holidays, along with
Easter.

Christmas is also a widely celebrated secu-
lar holiday and economic stimulus.

The Jewish holiday of Hanukkah is not one
of the most important Jewish religious obser-
vances, but it is a celebration that gets added
attention from timing. Hanukkah celebrates a
great Jewish military victory and the miracle
of a one day supply of oil for the temple last-

ing eight days. Happy Hanukkah to all
who are enjoying this holiday, which
lasts for eight days and this year be-
gan last Saturday evening.

Sikhs celebrated the birthday of their first
guru at the end of November. The founder of
the Sikh religion, Guru Nanak (1469-1539)
preached that there is only One Universal Cre-
ator. Guru Nanak brought a message of love

and equality to his disciples, the Sikhs, (the
word Sikh means a disciple or seeker of truth)
and urged three things: always remember the
creator God (Akaal Purkh), always live a hon-
est life and earn a just living and always share
your blessings with less fortunate ones (http:/
/www.sfova.org/sikhism).

Buddhists celebrated the day of Buddha’s
enlightenment on Bodhi Day, Dec. 8 this year
(http://www.ekoji.org).

Diwali, the major Hindu celebration, com-
memorated with lights welcoming a hero
home, was in November this year. Hindu
temples in Fairfax include the Durga Temple
(http://www.durgatemple.org).

This of course is not an exhaustive list of
other religions or of religious holidays in No-
vember and December. We welcome letters
and comments. Share your religious and holi-
day traditions. You can submit a letter online
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/
letter.

You can read the stories in our immigration
series at www.connectionnewspapers.com/
news/Immigration.

Happy Hanukkah, Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas
Many religions enrich
Northern Virginia;
immigration will lead to
the most growth
in Catholicism.

Editorial

By Kenwal Sachdeva

W
hen my brother got
married, his wife came
to our house. Ours was

a joint family with my parents,
grandparents, elder brother, his
wife, and two sisters. My new sis-
ter-in-law was coming from a dif-
ferent state with different family
traditions and way of life. Since
she was the new member in our
family, it was our job to make her
feel at home, to make sure she
feels comfortable, to help her
settle down and become a part of
the family, to give her love and
affection so that she does not miss
her family too much. And we all
worked towards making it happen.
In turn, she also adapted to our
ways and became a lovable part
of the family.

So, when people from different
countries, diverse cultures, and
dissimilar values migrate to United
States, they try to adjust and adapt
to the new culture. But the onus
should also be on American people
to welcome them, to make them

comfortable and feel at home.
What do we do to create

awareness about different cul-
tures? Unfortunately, I have not
seen much effort on the part of the
government. People can be so ig-
norant about different cultures,
that they expect same kind of be-
havior from all in different situa-
tions. I would like to see some or-
ganizations stepping up and make
deliberate efforts to make connec-
tions to diverse cultures.

People of different cultures also
must advertise and organize
events, and invite all to create cul-
tural awareness.

The Sikh foundation of Virginia,
the Sikh temple at Ox Road is com-
mitted to this cause. We organize
a cultural program each year in
which more than 100 children and
adults participate and perform to

typical Punjabi folk music. We ad-
vertise the event in local newspa-
pers and invite people from differ-
ent faiths. This is an important
event to make connections with
our extended American family. We
have found that many people are
interested in learning about differ-
ent cultures, but do not know
where to go and whom to ap-
proach. This event generates
enough interest and we do get in-
teresting questions to understand
our dances and music. Moreover,
music knows no language barriers,
and everyone enjoy the dances a
lot. Cultural events could be a
gateway to get to appreciate and
celebrate diversity.

Kenwal Sachdeva of Fairfax Sta-
tion is a Public Relations Officer for
Sikh Foundation of Virginia.

Celebrating Diversity Through Culture

To the Editor:
I’ve lived here my entire life.

I’ve ventured through trails all
over Northern Virginia, I’ve gazed
upon the majestic Blue Ridge
Mountains, I’ve sat next to the
awesome power that makes up
the tidal region of the Potomac
River, I’ve stalked trout lying in a
stream bed, slowly making their
way up to the surface and back
down once again. But time and
time again, I have seen people
abuse our natural resources. The
water that makes up our rivers

and streams is stained heavily
with garbage. The forest floors
are littered with beer cans, chip
bags, those empty bottles no one
wanted to carry to the trash bins.
We have been given a great privi-
lege; to be able to enjoy the
beauty that is the nature which
surrounds us. But with this, there
has been an unimaginable
amount of responsibility cast
upon us. We have to, for lack of a
better expression, enjoy respon-
sibly. Although this might seem
like a Herculean task, it’s really

not. All our lives we have been
taught to throw our trash into the
proper reciprocals, and to dispose
of waste correctly; why not take
these lessons to the outdoors? If
we don’t start taking care of our
world, the world will stop taking
care of us.

I leave you with a quote from
one of my best friends, Cecil, “If I
can take it in full, I can bring it
out empty.”

Hameed Ali Talebian
Herndon

Letters to the Editor

Saving the World, or at Least Fairfax County

Immigration and Integration

Write
The Connection welcomes
views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is
noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely
edited for libel, grammar, good

taste and factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
reston@connectionnewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
Published by

Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703-778-9410
e-mail:

reston@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
 Editor ❖ 703-778-9414
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Chelsea Bryan
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703-778-9410 ext.427
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Letters

Bill Developers
For Tysons
Infrastructure
To the Editor:

The Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors has just given the resi-
dents of Tysons Corner a lump of
coal in their Christmas stockings.
The Board of Supervisors is in the
process of creating a special “ser-
vice” tax district to pay for road
and bridge improvements to sup-
port the creation of the new city
of Tysons. The current residents of
Tysons Corner will have their
property taxes raised. Since esti-
mates on large construction
projects are usually underesti-
mated, Tysons residents can rea-
sonably expect that tax burden will
increase over time.

Will this surcharge end after the
roads are built? Here in Reston we
are still paying a surcharge for the
Reston Community Center and its
bond was paid off some time ago.
We paid off the Dulles Toll Road
and instead of taking off the tolls,
the road was given away to
MWAA, and we now face yearly
tolls of $2,000 to commute to our
jobs.

Roads used to be funded by state

and federal government and ev-
eryone shared in the cost. The
Board of Supervisors has decided
that a small number of residents
have to pay for the roads near
them. It’s a strange turn when lo-
cal property taxes are used to fund
large-scale infrastructure projects.
One would hope there would be a
thorough judicial review.

Should homeowners in Reston
be worried that their property
taxes could be increased to pay for
roads and bridges necessary for
the density planned around the
Silver Line Metro stations? They
should. This is the mechanism the
county intends to use to pay for
Reston’s redevelopment. It has
been estimated that a bridge cross-
ing every quarter mile across the
Dulles Toll Road will be necessary
to manage the increased commer-
cial and residential units planned
there. Those bridges run between
$100 and $200 million each. An
extensive new grid of streets in the
Dulles Corridor will have to be
built. Major arteries on both sides
of the Dulles Toll Road will have
to be widened.

Unlike the transportation tax
district created to fund Phase I and
II of the Silver Line, a “service” tax
district requires no vote of those
being taxed. The Board of Super-

visors only has to hold a public
hearing before taxing people. How
much of Reston will be included
in this new tax district? Half of
Reston? All of Reston?

The burden of this infrastructure
cost at Tysons should be the re-
sponsibility of the developers who
will benefit from increased density,
not local homeowners. Members
of the Board of Supervisors who
vote for this Tysons “service” dis-
trict in January, Republican or
Democrat, should be removed
from office.

Kathy Kaplan
Reston

Hiking Taxes
And Tolls
To the Editor:

“Most political commentators,”
Del. Plum (D-36) nebulously says
[“Never Say Never,” Reston Con-
nection, December 5-11), “would
agree . . . that the no tax pledge
has made it difficult . . . to get
agreement on a financial plan that
would reduce the deficit and help
with economic recovery.” In the
glaring absence of any notable

See Letters,  Page 8
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From Page 7

achievement of Washington
politicians of any stripe in ulti-
mately curbing the profligate
spending of our tax money in re-
cent years, the no-tax pledge at
least tried to ensure that by disal-
lowing politicians more of our
money, they would be unable to
spend it.

“Elected officials do not like to
raise taxes,” Delegate Plum

(Democrat) hilariously intones.
When you have picked yourself up
off the floor, you might wonder
how he reconciles this with the
current administration’s vindictive
(because economically futile) pre-
dilection for taxing the “rich” and
new “stimulus” spending.

“We will face some difficult
choices,” Delegate Plum cautions.
Truly said. It’s just that for higher-
tax advocates of Delegate Plum’s
ilk these “choices” seldom seem to

include any reductions in out-of-
control public spending (defense
excepted). “We should never say
never to possible solutions when
meeting the needs of our commu-
nity,” he says. But “our community”
will eternally have unmet “needs”.
We may be sure that Delegate Plum
will never remove from the table
the “choice” of hiking our taxes and
tolls to pay for them.

Harry Locock
Reston

Letters

News

Making Their Voices Heard
Caroling about “fiscal cliff”
at Tysons Corner Center.

 Jennifer Benitz

The Connection

O
n Monday, Dec. 10, a group of 30-40
residents of Northern Virginia and be-
yond met by the entrance of Califor-
nia Pizza Kitchen in Tysons Corner

Center in preparation to go caroling. Rather than
singing holiday favorites, however, the group
planned on singing about the fiscal cliff to spread
awareness about ongoing federal budget concerns.

“[Caroling] ties into the Christmas season and it’s
fun and energizing for folks as opposed to just a nor-
mal rally,” said Anna Scholl, the executive director at
Progress Virginia and one of the coordinators for the
event. “It was a fun way to get folks involved and
have their voices literally heard.”

As noon approached, the group of volunteers grew
gradually as many practiced the lyrics to the carols
and others talked amongst themselves before mak-
ing their way through the mall. By 12:07 p.m., the
group settled in front of the Santa set, located near
Nordstrom, and began singing “Revenue! Revenue!”
to the tune of “Jingle Bells.” The musical rally was
short-lived, however. Within only three minutes of

See Caroling,  Page 9

The carolers
sang briefly
near the
Santa set in
Tysons Cor-
ner Center
before being
asked by
security to
discontinue.

Photo by

Jennifer Benitz/

The Connection
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starting, the group was told to
stop by security personnel.

The carolers continued to sing
as they made their way through
Nordstrom and across the parking
deck towards Senator Mark
Warner’s Vienna office, located
next to the mall, where they were
met by Deputy State Director Ann
Rust. Standing in the elevator
lobby on the second floor of Sena-
tor Warner’s office, volunteers lis-
tened as some took a few moments
to share their personal stories with
Rust.

“I think the folks here really felt
they got the message to Senator
Warner’s staff in a creative,
friendly way but made sure that
they understand that middle class
families have a lot at stake in these
negotiations,” said Scholl.

After traveling four hours from
Norfolk to take part in the event,
Julia Newtown was the first to
share her story. She informed Rust
about her 29-year-old son Antoan,
his dependence on Medicaid and
the devastation they would both
face with even a 0.5 percent cut
to Medicare’s budget. Jameel Soni

From Page 8

Caroling About ‘Fiscal Cliff’
News

of McLean followed, talking about
her urgency to protect social pro-
grams and sharing stories about
loved ones and friends who de-
pend on such programs.

Members of various organiza-
tions, including Progress Virginia,
Service Employees International
Unions, Move On, Virginia Orga-
nizing and Virginia AFL-CIO also
took part in the caroling demon-
stration that took place not only
in Vienna, but also across the state
in Norfolk and Roanoke in the
same day.

“We really want to make sure
Senator Warner takes his constitu-
ents and middle class families into
consideration in these negotiations,”
said Scholl, “to make sure that he
protects middle class tax cuts, asks
the wealthy to pay their fair share
and protects the social safety net
programs like Medicare, Medicaid
and Social Security that a lot of
people depend on. Cuts would be
really devastating to a lot of the folks
here today. It’s important for middle
class families to stand up and make
their voices heard.”

The carolers continue to sing as they walked to Senator
Mark Warner’s office on Monday, Dec. 10.
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By Amna Rehmatulla

The Connection

O
ver the years, Mus-
lims from different
countries migrated

and settled in the Fairfax
County area; however, the chil-
dren of immigrant parents of-
ten struggle the most because
they have to balance their Is-
lamic faith along with the in-
fluence of American culture.

Sarah Khan has lived in the
Springfield area for the past 42
years after coming to America
from Pakistan at the age of 11.
“In the 1970s, there was one
mosque: the Islamic Center in
Washington, D.C. Everybody
just went to that one. So, as
Muslims we were very united.
Nobody fought with one another. There was like
50 to 60 families that used to come to the mosque
and everybody got along well,” Khan said. Now
there are many mosques in the area such as Dar
Al-Hijrah in Falls Church, Darul Huda in Spring-
field and ADAMS in Sterling, to name a few.

Back when Khan was growing up in the area,
nobody knew what Muslims were. “The hardest
part was when I was fasting as a young girl and
my P.E. teacher made me run. I told her I was fast-
ing and she didn’t realize what fasting was,” Khan
said. When Khan told her teacher she was Mus-
lim, her teacher replied, “What is that?”

Khan admits that it is much easier being muslim
in today’s society. “Everybody knows your religion.
People respect it. You’re free to do what you want.
You don’t have to pretend to be somebody you’re
not. You can still be yourself and be accepted,”
Khan added.

SOME MUSLIM PARENTS turn towards put-
ting their children in Islamic schools to help them
retain their Islamic identity. Al-Qalam Academy,
located in Springfield, is an all-girls Islamic school
from grades fifth through 12th. Girls at the school
are taught the core subjects of math, science, En-
glish and history in addition to learning Islamic
studies, Arabic and the holy Quran.

“It is hard to balance my life socially and reli-
giously,” Samira Sather, a seventh-grader at Al-
Qalam Academy said. “I attend lectures in mosques
and pray five times a day. Sometimes when I leave
the house and one of our prayers pass by, I feel
shy to pray in public because I already attract too
much attention,” Sather said.

Maryem Ahmed, an eighth-grader at Al-Qalam
Academy, is a third generation American who was
born in Fairfax County. “I don’t generally call much
attention to myself as a Muslim, but some people
view me with their perceptions of what a Muslim
is because I wear hijab [religious head covering].
And those perceptions are many times misconcep-
tions of who I am,” Ahmed said.

“Sometimes when I meet people for the first
time, they seem shocked to hear me speak to them
without a foreign accent. It’s like, they see me
wearing hijab, and immediately think I come from
overseas,” Ahmed said. “Not that there’s anything

wrong with coming from overseas, but it’s just that
they’ve already jumped to the conclusion that I’m
not even from America, without even speaking to
me,” Ahmed said.

Sather looks up to her mother for wearing the
hijab. “I think of my mother and wonder how she
goes through it all. She looks different and speaks
differently, in addition to being a Muslim. I admit
it’s hard to abide by all the rules Islam gives us. I
strive to be like my mother because she doesn’t
care what anyone else judges her for; she is fo-
cused on what God will judge her on,” Sather said.

Ahmed admires her father who works as an en-
gineer at the Department of Defense. She said, “He
served as the president of our neighborhood civic
association and initiated several activities to make
our neighborhood a better place to live,” Ahmed
said. She helped her father by handing out civic
association newsletters and neighborhood watch
schedules to inform her neighbors and help pre-
vent neighborhood crime.

More than 11 years have passed since Sept. 11,
2001; however, Muslims continue to face preju-
dice. Ahmed experienced an act of injustice not
too long ago. “My older sister and I were going to
a local restaurant, and there was a man standing
outside,” Ahmed said. “As we passed him to go in-
side I saw him, out of the corner of my eye, spit in
our direction, barely missing my shoes. I turned to
look at him in surprise. Instead of apologizing, that
person simply glared at me with a look of disgust
on his face,” Ahmed said.

Abdullah Malik, an African-American who grew
up in the Northern Virginia area, was only 16 at
the time of 9/11. His younger brother, 13 years
old at the time, was framed by his peers at school,
in a situation in which they illegally broke into his
locker and placed a ticking device mimicking a
bomb inside. “This caused the bomb squad to show
up to our school, evacuate the entire building of
4,000 students, blow up his entire locker in front
of his friends and then proceed to interrogate him
for hours,” Malik said.

Similarly, Khan’s children were treated differently
after 9/11 at school. People made fun of their
names. People also made fun of their background

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

P
astor Isaac Huang vividly remembers the
day he landed in the United States from
Taiwan. It was Jan. 7, 1982, and Huang,

25, was looking forward to studying computer sci-
ence at Old Dominion University. But when he ar-
rived at Norfolk airport, he got a shock.

“We landed during a huge snowstorm, and I had
never seen snow before. Snow? What is snow?”
Huang said, smiling at the memory. “Remember
that Taiwan has a tropical climate, so I was not
dressed at all for this cold weather.”

Huang, who left his high-tech job for the semi-
nary in 2000, is now an elder at Chantilly Bible
Church, an evangelical Christian church that ac-
tively reaches out to Chinese, Latino and Indian
immigrants.

BORN IN TAIWAN in the 1950s, during a time
of brutal religious and political oppression, Huang
said he desperately wanted to live in America. In
1949, the Nationalist government had imposed
martial law. During nearly 40 years of what is
known as “the White Terror,” more than 140,000
Taiwanese were imprisoned and thousands ex-
ecuted for being perceived as anti-Kuomintang or
pro-Communist.

“I wanted to live in America; everybody did. I
thought it would give me a good future, which I
could not have in Taiwan,” Huang said. “I always
admired the freedoms here and I appreciated the
functioning of the American political system.”

Huang said he grew up in a Christian family that
took a “legalistic approach” to understanding the
Bible, with many “shall nots.”

“My childhood was filled with physical illnesses
and emotional struggles. Even though I attended
church every Sunday with my parents, I rarely pon-
dered the meaning of salvation and I did not feel
much of God’s love,” he said.

In his junior year of college at Old Dominion

University, that changed when he attended a cam-
pus evangelical fellowship meeting.

“During that meeting, I was deeply touched by
the message and came to realize, for the first time,
that I was a sinner, but Christ died for me and for-
gave my sin. As I put my trust in Jesus, my life was
forever changed by God,” Huang said.

“He and his wife Ramona demonstrate great
compassion for Chinese people who need to know
Christ,” said Lewis Whittle, pastor to Hispanics and
the church’s English as a Second Language direc-
tor. Whittle said that after 20 years of development,
the Chantilly Bible Church’s Chinese ministry now
impacts every area of the church program and is
the dominant minority in the 34-year-old church.

Since the 1990s, Huang said more than 150 Chi-
nese have been baptized at Chantilly Bible Church.
Some have returned to China, Taiwan or their other
countries of origin, but many remain at the church.

The church leadership also wanted to have an
outreach to the growing Latino community, which
was finally launched in 2004 when the Whittles
joined the church after serving Hispanics in Los
Angeles. As a member of the pastoral staff, Whittle,
along with his wife Dianne, has actively engaged
the Latino community.

“Our experience in addressing immigrant needs
and our progress in welcoming them at the church
proves the benefit of diversity,” said Whittle, who
has lived in California, Central America and Spain.

In June 2007, Chantilly Bible Church began con-
versational English classes with volunteer teach-
ers who speak Mandarin and Spanish. Their most
recent term, Whittle said, included 128 students
from 26 countries. A citizenship class is also part
of the program.

Steve Austin, the senior pastor and founder of
Chantilly Bible Church, said that the latest cross-
cultural ministry to become part of the church fo-
cuses on the burgeoning Asian Indian population
in Fairfax and Loudoun counties.

Focus on Immigration

See Rebuilding,  Page 14 See Church,  Page 14

Bienvenido! Huan yíng! Welcome!
Chantilly Bible Church thrives on diversity by
providing outreach to immigrants.

Being Muslim in Fairfax County
Immigrants face the challenge of balancing Islamic
faith and American culture.

Imam Mohamed Magid, executive director of the All
Dulles Area Muslim Society, speaks on the importance of
faith in peace Feb. 3, 2011, during the ADAMS com-
memoration of World Interfaith Harmony Week.
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Anna Song, a music student at George
Mason University in Fairfax, plays the
violin during Chantilly Bible Church’s
Sunday services.

Pastor Lew Whittle and Pastor Isaac
Huang of the Chantilly Bible Church, who
lead Hispanic and Chinese outreach
ministries.
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Dynamic and Diverse
The Durga Temple of Virginia, the largest Hindu structure
in Northern Virginia, Maryland and Washington D.C. The Ekoji Buddist Temple in Fairfax Station.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
M

a
r
g
a
r
e
t
 
J
o

h
n
s
t
o

n
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

Part four of an ongoing series.

T
he sight is striking.

At the intersection
of Hooes Road and
Silverbrook Drive, on

the dividing line between Lorton
and Fairfax Station, is the largest
Hindu structure in three states. The
Durga Temple of Virginia—with its
multi-tiered, bronze-tipped tow-
ers—punctuates the traditional
suburban vista of neo-colonial
homes and new shopping centers.

On Ox Road, neatly tucked be-
tween acres of land and upscale
neighborhoods, is a large golden
dome mounted atop the sprawling
gurdwara (place of worship) of the
Sikh Foundation of Virginia.

A short distance away is the cam-
pus of the Ekoji Buddhist Temple,
its clean architectural lines evoca-
tive of many Japanese structures.

Near Walney Road in Chantilly,
the circular dome and stylized ara-
besque arches of the Chantilly
Mosque is home to the Ahmadiyya
Muslim community.

The East Asian architecture is a
powerful visual reminder that
Fairfax County has changed.

Julie Knott of Burke, a member
of the Accotink Unitarian congre-
gation, said she welcomes the
county’s increasingly diverse
houses of worship. “Our church is
just a mile away from the Sikh
temple. We stand for many of the
same values. We need to support
one another.”

“How welcoming we are to this
diversity will say much about how
we grow and thrive in the future,”
said the Rev. Scott Sammler-

Michaels, senior minister of the
Accotink Unitarian Universalist
Church in Burke.

Immigration
Brings Religious
Diversity

In 1970, religious groups in
Fairfax County mirrored its highly
homogenous demographic compo-
sition. More than 93 percent of the
county was white and middle-class,
and for the most part, adherents
of mainline Protestant, Catholic or
evangelical Christian churches.

As immigrants flowed into
Fairfax County from all parts of the
globe in the past four decades, they
brought not only cultural diversity
but their diverse religious tradi-
tions.

A 2012 report on religion and
international migration by the Pew
Research Center’s Forum on Reli-
gion & Public Life—“Faith on the
Move: The Religious Affiliation of
International Migrants”—finds
that the United States has been the
world’s number one destination for
Christian immigrants. Of the 43
million foreign-born people living
in the U.S. as of 2010, an estimated
32 million (74 percent) are Chris-
tian.

“Faith on the Move” draws on a
new database created by the Pew
Forum that combines hundreds of
census, surveys and other sources
to shed light on the origins, desti-
nations and religious affiliations of
international migrants, according
to Jamila Woodson at the Pew Fo-
rum.

Other findings show that:
❖ Although Protestants currently

outnumber Catholics in the United
States, new immigrants, especially
those from Central and South
America, are overwhelmingly
Catholic, suggesting that America
is close to becoming a minority
Protestant country.

❖ Fairfax County mirrors this na-
tional data. The Association of Re-
ligion Data Archives (ARDA), a free
source of online religious informa-
tion housed at Pennsylvania State
University, tracks such trends. Ac-
cording to the ARDA, in 2010
Fairfax County’s Catholic popula-
tion numbered 184,183 while
mainline, evangelical and black
protestant adherents numbered
205,556.

❖ Immigration is leading to an
increase in the number of Bud-
dhists, Hindus and Muslims in the
United States, according to the Pew
report.

❖ In Fairfax County, the ARDA
reports about 11,000 adherents to
Buddhism in 2010, the first decade
in 30 years the ARDA captured that
data. In 2010, the ARDA reports
about 6,500 adherents to Hindu-
ism in throughout the county.

❖ According to a 2001 study by
the League of Women Voters of the
Fairfax Area Education Fund, sur-
veys of numerous Fairfax County
school population records indicate
that about 400,000 Muslims live in
the greater Washington metropoli-
tan area, which extends from Rich-
mond to Baltimore.

❖ About 150,000 Muslims live in
Fairfax, according to the study.
Roughly half are native born and
half are immigrants or refugees.

❖ According to the league’s re-
port, there are several enclaves of
Muslims in Fairfax, wealthy Irani-
ans settled in Great Falls and
middle-class Iranians, Pakistani,
Afghani and Indians congregated
in Springfield and Reston-
Herndon. Recent refugees live

mostly in the Baileys Crossroads
area.

In addition to Muslims, Bud-
dhists and other non-Christian re-
ligions, evangelical Christian
churches are flourishing in Fairfax
County’s suburbs and appeal to
many Korean, Chinese and Latino
immigrants.

In Chantilly and Centreville, the
vast majority of Korean and Chi-
nese immigrants identify as Meth-
odist, Presbyterian, Baptist and
Independent denominations.

Chantilly Bible Church, started in
1978 by Pastor Steve Austin, is
“purposefully a diverse body of
believers” that actively reaches out
to immigrants in the community.

“In addition to English, the
world’s most spoken languages of
Mandarin, Hindi and Spanish are
integral parts of our ministry. The
doors of Chantilly Bible Church are
open to our changing society. We
believe that racial and cultural har-
mony reveals the reality of new life
and unity in Christ,” Austin said.

New immigrants bring religious
diversity to Fairfax County.

Statues of Radha Krishna—
the supreme Hindu god-
dess—at the Durga Temple of
Virginia in Fairfax Station.
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Mercury Rizing

Mercury Rizing
On Saturday, Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m., at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1090 Sterling

Road, Herndon, the new bluegrass band in town brings seasoned veterans onto the
scene with both traditional and contemporary bluegrass featuring wood and strings
and harmonies. $12; children 12-and-under, free. 703-435-8377 or
www.mercuryrizing.com.
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Holiday Entertainment

See Entertainment,  Page 13

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 12
Fairfax Christian School Holiday

Performance. 12:30-1:30 p.m., at
Fountain Square, 11921 Freedom
Drive, Reston. The Fairfax Christian
School Music Ensemble spreads
holiday cheer in the square.
www.fairfaxchristianschool.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 14
Film Screening: Herb and

Dorothy. 6:30-8:30 p.m., at the
Greater Reston Arts Center, 12001
Market Street #103, Reston. HERB &
DOROTHY tells the extraordinary
tale of the Vogels, who filled their
one-bedroom New York apartment
with more than 4,000 works of art
over a 45-year period; refreshments
available. www.restonarts.org.

A Christmas Chaos. 7:30 p.m., at the
Industrial Strength Theater, 269
Sunset Park Drive, Herndon. When
the Royal Shakespeare Company fails
to show up for their performance of
A Christmas Carol, a fearless band of
hapless actors and technicians try to
pull together their own production in
a matter of hours. $15, general
admission; $10, children 10-and-
under. www.eldentstreetplayers.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 15
Santa’s Workshop. 10 a.m.-noon, at

Herndon Community Center, 814
Ferndale Ave., Herndon. A visit with
Santa, crafts and brunch; register by
Monday, Dec. 10. $8 per child; $4

per adult (if eating brunch). 703-
787-7300 or www.herndon-va.gov.

Holiday Open House. Noon-8 p.m.,
at the Greater Reston Arts
Center,12001 Market Street #103,
Reston. Come by the gallery and bid
on a collection of art and browse the
exhibit CAIRNS; complementary
refreshments. www.restonarts.org.

Silent Auction. 2-4 p.m., at the
Greater Reston Arts Center,12001
Market Street #103, Reston. Come
by the gallery and bid on a collection
of art and browse the exhibit
CAIRNS; complementary
refreshments. www.restonarts.org.

A Christmas Chaos. 2:30 p.m., 7:30
p.m., at the Industrial Strength
Theater, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. When the Royal
Shakespeare Company fails to show
up for their performance of A
Christmas Carol, a fearless band of
hapless actors and technicians try to
pull together their own production in
a matter of hours. $15, general
admission; $10, children 10-and-
under. www.eldentstreetplayers.org.

’Tis the Season Choral Concert. 4
p.m., at Epiphany Episcopal Church,
3301 Hidden Meadow Drive,
Herndon. The Fairfax Choral Society
West Campus Youth Choruses will
present “‘Tis the Season” featuring
carols, chorales, and songs of the
season. In advance: $20 for adults;
$10 for students. At the door: $22 for
adults; $10 for students. 703-642-
3277 or
www.fairfaxchoralsociety.org.

Mercury Rizing. 7:30 p.m., at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 1090 Sterling
Road, Herndon. The new bluegrass
band in town brings seasoned
veterans onto the scene with both
traditional and contemporary
bluegrass featuring wood and strings
and harmonies. $12; children 12-

and-under, free. 703-435-8377 or
www.mercuryrizing.com.

SUNDAY/DEC. 16
Collector’s Choice Raffle. 2 p.m., at

the Greater Reston Arts Center,12001
Market Street #103, Reston. This
fundraiser supports the Greater
Reston Arts Center and ticket
purchases enter the buyer in an art
raffle. $150; $125 for GRACE
members. www.restonarts.org.

Reception: Saturday Morning
Artists. 2-4 p.m., at RCC Hunters
Woods, 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Reston. Meet four oil and mixed
media artists, two South Africans and
two Americans, who learned to paint
together and, three of them being
professionals, set aside time to paint
every Saturday morning in the studio
of the full-time artist among them.
www.loretta-scott.com.

A Christmas Chaos. 2:30 p.m., at the
Industrial Strength Theater, 269
Sunset Park Drive, Herndon. When
the Royal Shakespeare Company fails
to show up for their performance of
A Christmas Carol, a fearless band of
hapless actors and technicians try to
pull together their own production in
a matter of hours. $15, general
admission; $10, children 10-and-
under. www.eldentstreetplayers.org.

Peace Service. 7 p.m., at the
Dranesville Church of the Brethren,
11500 Leesburg Pike, Herndon. The
congregation will gather to
remember the battle and pray for
peace; A small exhibit on the battle,
including a few artifacts found near
the church, will be in the downstairs
meeting hall. 703-430-7872 or
www.dranesvillebrethren.org.
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OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 15 & 16

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Centreville
6487 Trillium House Ln......$999,900...Sat  4-9........Jean Marotta......Birch Haven...703 402-9471

Clifton
6324 Deepwood Farm Dr...$589,000..Sat 12-3.............AJ Zaman........Century 21...703-945-4489

6324 Deepwood Farm Dr...$589,000...Sun 1-4.......Blaise Barnes........Century 21...703-618-5563

Falls Church
3804 Munson Rd...............$829,000...Sun 1-4.....Patrick Kessler..Keller Williams..703-405-6540

6909 Hickory Hill Rd..........$659,000...Sun 1-4..Marcus Rondeau........Century 21..703-964-6585

To add your Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings, please call

Karen Pechacek-Washburn at 703-778-9422 or E-Mail
the info to kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

From Page 12

Holiday Entertainment

MONDAY/DEC. 17
Herndon for the Holidays. 6-8 p.m.,

throughout Herndon. Area-wide
neighborhood decoration contests for
traditional, whimsical, lights and
more categories. 703-435-6800 ext.
2084 or www.herndon-va.gov.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 19
Open Mic Night. 9:30 p.m-1:30 a.m.

Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern, 697
Spring St., Herndon. Every
Wednesday. Register your band at
BluesSlide@aol.com or 703-593-
5206. www.jimmystavern.com.

MONDAY/DEC. 31
New Year’s Eve Golf Tournament.

10 a.m., at the Herndon Centennial
Golf Course, 909 Ferndale Ave.,
Herndon. An annual four-person
scramble with a cart, range balls,
prizes and lunch included; entry
deadline in Dec. 21. $70. 703-471-
5769 or www.herndongolf.com.

New Year’s Eve Celebration. 7 p.m.-
12:30 a.m., at ArtSpace, 750 Center
St., Herndon. Family activities, a
bonfire from 9-10 p.m., music and
refreshment in the gallery starting at
10 p.m. All ages welcome. 703-956-
6590 or www.artspaceherndon.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 5
Weekend Bluegrass Concert

Series: Danny Paisley. 7:30 p.m.,
at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1090
Sterling Road, Herndon. Paisley’s
high lonesome voice fronts the band
his father used to lead and the band
remains a hallmark of traditional
bluegrass since decades past. $15,

Pear and Pomegranate, 30x40, by Loretta Scott.

New Exhibit: Saturday Morning Artists
Loretta Scott, Trish Everhart, Marann Bonorchis and Vivian Leinio set aside Sat-

urday mornings to paint in Scott’s studio. This exhibit, open until Dec. 31 at RCC
Hunters Woods, 2310 Colts Neck Road, showcases the work of the four artists’ many
Saturdays working together. A free artists’ reception is on Dec. 16 from 2-4 p.m.
703-476-4500 or www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

adults; children 12-and-under, free.
703-435-8377 or
kd4fue@verizon.net.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 16
Open Mic Night. 9:30 p.m-1:30 a.m.

Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern, 697
Spring St., Herndon. Every
Wednesday. Register your band at
BluesSlide@aol.com or 703-593-
5206. www.jimmystavern.com.

ONGOING
National Realty Toys for Tots/

FISH Drop-off. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., at
11890 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston.
Through Dec. 14, drop off new,
unwrapped toys in the donation box in
the lobby or buy a $25 gift card through
Herndon-Reston FISH for teenagers
through age 18 to use for Christmas
wishlist items. 571-205-8874.

HOW TO GET YOUR
ORGANIZATION’S SPECIAL
EVENTS IN THE CONNECTION

Calendar Listings
The Connection Newspapers contain a Calendar of
Upcoming Events every week. While we cannot guarantee
that every event we receive information about will be
listed, here is the information we need for your upcoming
event to be considered for the Calendar. We welcome
photographs of similar events held previously, which
sometimes appear with Calendar items.

Name of Event:
Day of the Week, Date and Time:
Name of the Place Event will Be Held:
Address of the Place Event Will Be Held:
Name and Phone Number for More Information:
Three Sentences Describing the Event:

Please submit your calendar information at least
two weeks before your event. Clear photographs from
similar previous events are always welcome.
All events should be open to the public. We give
first priority to free events. E-mail listings to:

reston@connectionnewspapers.com
or mail to:
Calendar, Connection Newspapers
1606 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314.

For more information, call 703-778-9410.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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From Page 10

From Page 11

even though they had never
even been to Pakistan. Some chil-
dren said, “Oh, you are hiding in
the mountains!”

Khan raised her children with
the intent that America is their
home.

“We are Americans, we are Pa-
kistani-Americans, but that’s
where the challenge came after 9/
11. The kids asked, ‘Are we Ameri-
can or are we Pakistani? What are
we?’ So that was a big thing, a big
challenge that came,” Khan said.

KHAN’S NEIGHBOR, who she
had been living next door to for
the past 20 years, stopped speak-
ing to her the day after 9/11. Prior
to that, the two friends would ex-
change Christmas and Mother’s
Day presents. “We basically
watched each other’s kids,” Khan
said. However, it took a long time
before Khan’s neighbor came
around and started speaking to her
again.

Another thing that came out of
9/11 was that both Muslims and
non-Muslims were hurt. “That
trust was gone and it takes time

to rebuild that trust. But one good
thing that came out of 9/11 was
that the younger generation of
Muslims started getting very in-
volved politically and socially,”
Khan said.

Five months after 9/11, Malik
started an interfaith dialogue pro-
gram with a local synagogue and
church. “I worked on educating
people about our religion and the
peace it teaches,” Malik said.

Sather has noticed that over the
years, people have treated Mus-
lims a little better. “When I attempt
to wear the head scarf, people
treat me with more respect than
when I don’t wear it,” she said.
“Also, as I get older, I realize there
is absolutely nothing to be
ashamed of.”

Khan hopes that her future gen-
erations take the good from her
background as well as their Ameri-
can background and blend the two.
“Some of the good things of Ameri-
can culture are honesty, respect,
and tolerance for others. Some of
the good things of my culture are
religion, family values and tradi-
tions. The biggest challenge is to
make sure that the generations to
come have both,” Khan said.

Rebuilding the Trust

interpreted in Mandarin or Span-
ish. And the songs are projected
in English with Mandarin transla-
tions.

“Being bicultural and bilingual
gives you a special joy in life,”
Whittle said.

Huang said the language out-
reach is especially critical for older
Chinese immigrants.

“As first generation immigrants,
we hold on to our Chinese iden-
tity. Chinese is still the mother lan-
guage,” he said.

Huang also said there’s a more
profound reason for interpreting
sermons into Mandarin.

“The older Chinese, like me,” he
said, smiling, “they need to hear
the scripture in Mandarin, so it can
enter their heart.”

Huang said his greatest joy is
baptizing fellow Chinese immi-
grants. “For Chinese immigrants,
wherever they come from, church
becomes an attraction. They are
longing for something they can’t
have in their homeland. It’s a very
special moment. This is something
people are afraid to do in Hong
Kong or Taiwan. . . . I can’t express
how happy I feel during a bap-
tism,” he said.

“Since the arrival and member-
ship of several Indian families in
2007, key leaders like Manoj
Mathai and Sujay Phillips have
made Chantilly Bible Church the
base for a creative outreach to this
community. It even touches India
through frequent visits that in-
clude evangelism and Bible distri-
bution,” Austin said.

Whittle said all three of the min-
istries are an integral part of
Chantilly Bible Church, and none
plan to become separate churches.

“Chinese, Hispanics and Indians
serve alongside North Americans
at every level of the church. The
children and youth programs are
fully integrated. There are im-
mense benefits for these second
and third generations. Bicultural
couples are comfortable at
Chantilly Bible Church, and, as
you would expect, mixed mar-
riages are on the rise,” Whittle
said.

IN FACT, THE CHURCH AT-
TRACTS so many immigrants that
they offer headsets during worship
services so those who speak lim-
ited English can listen to sermons

Church Attracts
Chinese Immigrants

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

O
n a recent Thursday evening, Ajaib
Singh, 78, one of the founding mem-
bers of the Sikh Foundation of Virginia,
politely escorts a visitor to the area

where one removes shoes and dons a headscarf.
In the background, the melodic vibrations of a

harmonium blend with the sounds of men, women
and children chatting as they sit together on mats
on the floor. They are chopping large bowls of on-
ions and other vegetables for a communal meal af-
ter an outreach service.

“You see, no one is more elevated than any other,”
said Singh, noting that everyone sits on the floor
during communal meals and during worship service.

Singh said that equality and service to others are
key tenets of Sikhism, a monotheistic faith. “I like to
say we’re a grassroots movement,” Singh said, smil-
ing.

Ajaib Singh came to the United States as a gradu-
ate student to University of California, at Davis, in
August of 1958. After completing his Ph.D. studies
in chemistry in 1961, he came to the east coast as a
research fellow at Harvard University in Cambridge,
Mass.

He and Majit Kaur consider themselves proud
members of the SFV congregation and proud Ameri-
can citizens.  Ajaib said he wants to share the SFV
mission with others, to promote respect and under-
standing of Sikh values.

ON SATURDAY, NOV. 17, the Sikh Foundation
hosted people from different faiths to share their
thoughts on selfless service, what it means in their
faith and how they personally pursue it in their lives.
The panel included protestant missionaries and a
Coptic Christian immigrant from Ethiopia. During the
event, the Sikh community also collected dozens of
boxes of winter clothes to send to those still suffer-
ing from the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.

“This event will be marked as the beginning of a
new era of interfaith efforts followed by many simi-
lar projects where the youth of different faiths will
work collectively and help the needy,” said Surinder
Singh, an active member of the foundation.

Although Sikhs do not have a particular day of
worship, the Fairfax Station temple holds services
on Thursdays and Sundays. A formal gurdwara ser-
vice includes the singing of hymns and recitations
from the Guru Granth Sahib, Sikhism’s Holy Scrip-
tures.

The temple is a welcoming home to many immi-
grants from India as well as those born in the United
States, Singh said.

The Fairfax Station gurdwara, like many around
the world, includes classrooms, a Langer Hall for
community meals, a sanctuary and a community cen-
ter, which Singh said is a sign of the religion’s values
of service and equality.

“Sikhism was founded in an area and in a time in
which inequality was rampant,” said Navdeep Singh,
assistant executive director at the Sikh American
Legal Defense and Education Fund and a member of
the Fairfax Station Temple his entire life. “If you were
a woman, you were less than a man. If you were
poor you were less than a rich person. Based on what
caste you were, that defined your entire life. Sikhism
was a rejection of those ideas.”

SINCE THE 9/11 TERRORIST ATTACKS by Is-
lamic extremists, Sikhs sometimes have been mis-
taken for Muslims, because of their beards and tur-
bans, and have been the target of hate crimes and
discrimination. Many American Sikh women dress
like other Westerners or wear the salwar kameez, a
colorful north Indian garment of a long shirt and
loose-fitting pants.

Gurpreet Singh, a member of the Fairfax Station
Temple, said most men wearing turbans are Sikhs,
not Muslims.

“I remember the bumper stickers that appeared on
cars after 9/11. ‘I am Sikh. I am American.’ But it
shouldn’t matter whether it’s a mosque or a temple.
Hate is hate, and it’s wrong.”

Navdeep Singh said the Sikh community in Fairfax
Station was profoundly touched by the outpouring
of support from neighboring churches in the wake
of the deadly attack on the Wisconsin Sikh Temple
on Aug. 5, when a gunman shot and killed six fol-
lowers. During a candlelight vigil held at the temple,
more than 300 people of all faiths gathered for an
evening of unity, resilience and hope.

Politicians and police officers, Muslims and Jews,
children and seniors stood side by side on the grounds
of the temple, holding up candles, murmuring
prayers of peace and listening quietly as community
leaders promised solidarity with the Sikh commu-
nity and reflected on the violence in Wisconsin.

“One might say our community should retreat and
live in fear,” Singh said, “but Sikhs will keep the doors
of the gurdwaras open.”

For more information on Sikhism, contact Dr. Ajaib
Singh of the Sikh Foundation of Virginia at 540-720-
5755 or visit www.sfova.org.

Fairfax Station temple active in community outreach.

Sikhs Bring Foundation of
‘Service to Others’

A child and her parents
during prayer services at

the Sikh Foundation of
Virginia in Fairfax Station
on Thursday, Nov. 14. The

Dias where Guru Granth
Sahib (the Holy Book) is

adorned is called Darbar
Sahib (Holy Court).

Photo by

Robbie Hammer/

The Connection

Focus on Immigration
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• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

Administrative Asst./
Receptionist

Pediatric Office in McLean is looking for 
an Administrative Asst./Receptionist to 
work part time. Insurance Experience 

required. Please fax resume to : 
703-734-3823 Attention: Janice

F/T TEACHERS
Childcare center in Herndon, VA is 

seeking qualified F/T teachers. 
Fax resume to 703-713-2298, email 

sangley@va-childcare.com,
call 703- 713-3983/84

RGIS inventory specialists,
the world’s largest inventory service,

has immediate openings in the
Northern Virginia area.

We offer:
• $9/hr starting wage • Paid Training

• No experience necessary
• Flexible schedules

• Work in a team environment
• Advancement Opportunities

Must be at least 18 years old and have
access to reliable transportation.

Visit us online at www.rgisinv.com
RGIS Inventory Specialists is an

equal opportunity employer.

RGIS®

Needs You!

Software Technical Support 
Lead

needed at Netuitive, Inc. in Reston, VA to 
lead product support. Must have MS, or 
foreign equivalent, in Computer Science + 
2 yrs exp in job offered or 2 yrs of produc-
tion support or software development exp 
to include exp w/ production scale 
RDBMS’s (either MS SQL Server, Oracle, 
or DB2); Unix based OS (either Solaris, 
HP-UX, or Linux); WinTel platform; sys-
tem administration.  Must also have exp 
troubleshooting a suite of components (ei-
ther RDBMS, UI, Business Logic Layer, or 
3rd party Integrations).  Exp need not be 
gained post MS. Resume to Nathan Miller, 
Netuitive, Inc., 12700 Sunrise Valley 
Drive, Reston VA 20191. EOE.

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

•Patios • Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Landscape Makeovers

Drainage Problems

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

3dr Generation Masonry Company
Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

MASONRY SPECIALIST, LLC
For All of Your Masonry Needs

Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!
All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured

Class A License #VA2705087240A

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE

703-443-2308

EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

MASONRY MASONRY

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Seasoned Firewood
Topping, trimming, Stump Grinding

Lic. & Ins!
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Leaf &
Tree Removal

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

…related to having been diagnosed with
stage IV, non-small cell lung cancer, the termi-
nal/“incurable, but treatable” kind, according to
my oncologist. The kind whose median life
expectancy at diagnosis is eight months. The
kind that John Rhys Davis as Sallah from the
1981 movie “Raiders of the Lost Ark” might
have described as “very bad,” just as he had
described the asps slithering below on the floor
of the tomb he and “Indy” had just unearthed.
So the news I received in late February, 2009 –
such as it was, was never very good. In fact, for
an asymptomatic, non-smoking, 54-and-half-
year-old male with an immediate-family history
of NO cancer, it was, well, “shocking” barely
scratches the emotional surface of what I was
feeling.

Forty-five months later, I am still dealing
with feelings – as in still living, for which I am
amazingly fortunate. However, those feelings
seem to sometimes have a mind of their own,
and accordingly tend to take over and rewire
one’s brain (figuratively speaking). Moreover,
thoughts, actions and behaviors change, and
not always for the better, and rarely for the
best; most likely a direct result of the cancer’s
emotional wallop. Thoughts you don’t want/
never had seep in despite your best attempts at
minding them. Behaviors previously uncharac-
teristic manage to exert more control than you
ever imagined. Actions previously unfamiliar
cause one to wonder if who you were – pre-
cancer, you will ever be again. You don’t want
to lose yourself inside the whole cancer culture,
but being told you’re going to die prematurely:
in “13 months to two years,” has a way of
rewriting your record books, whether you
intended to or not. Not giving in to this cancer
consequence has been my greatest struggle.

Early on, I remember asking my oncologist:
“Is it OK to still buy in bulk?” For all you know,
based on much of what your doctor is saying,
and what you are sensing, your future is tenu-
ous and extremely unpredictable (a version of
the humorous advisory to “not buy green
bananas”). I mean, the diagnosis is terminal
cancer; “HELLO.” What are you supposed to
think? This is how your mind takes over and
you sort of lose it/lose control of it. As former
Vice President “Dan” Quayle said in a speech
to the United Negro College Fund (not about
cancer), “What a terrible thing it is to lose one’s
mind.” Still, it certainly applies.

Another brain drain has to do with specific
events scheduled in the future, a future whose
guarantee – for me, has been invalidated. I’m
watching television during the summer of 2012
and I see ads for Downton Abbey’s third sea-
son premiere in January, 2013, and instinctively
I wonder, will I be alive to see it?

Road projects are another example. At the
beginning of the construction of the Intercounty
Connector in Maryland (a cross-county high-
way being built near my house), regularly I
would be stuck in the project’s related road
closures/redesigns and bridge-type flyovers and
I would always think to myself: “Am I going to
be alive when this project is finished or am I
just going to suffer its building pains?”

Next May, the LUNGevity Foundation
(www.LUNGevity.org), the largest foundation in
the country dedicated to lung cancer research
(and on whose Web site my cancer columns
are now being posted) will be hosting their
annual “Hope Summit” in Washington, D.C. I
have been invited to attend and/or speak. My
first thought upon receiving the invite: “Am I
going to still be alive in May?”

I want to be positive. I am positive. But can-
cer is a huge negative. It’s a constant battle of
good versus evil. Sort of like the Indiana Jones
movies. But this isn’t the movies. This is real.
This is cancer, the true definition of “very bad.”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Instincts…

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero
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Sports

South Lakes
Wrestling
Finishes 12th,
Herndon 23rd at
NOVA Classic

The South Lakes wrestling
team tied for 12th at the 32-team
2012 FinalAutoPrice.com NOVA
Classic Dec. 7 and 8 at Fairfax
High School.

South Lakes’ Mike Shoebottom
placed third in the 170-pound di-
vision, pinning Broad Run’s Lo-
gan Shain in the third-place
match. Josh Forrest took sixth in
the 182-pound bracket, Chris
Maginniss placed seventh in the
152-pound division with a 9-4
decision against Battlefield’s Ray
Bernot, and Alex Smurda placed
eighth in the heavyweight divi-
sion.

South Lakes totaled 99 points
and finished tied for 12th with
Thomas Jefferson. Battlefield
won the event with 194.5 points.
Centreville and Fauquier tied for
second with 180 points. Paul VI
finished fourth with 154.5 points,
followed by Lake Braddock
(151.5), Mount Vernon (135),
Annandale (131.5), McLean
(115.5) and T.C. Williams
(111.5). Edison and South
County tied for 10th with 105
points.

Herndon finished 23rd with 58
points. Jared Nielson placed sixth
in the 132-pound bracket for the
Hornets.

Herndon Swim
And Dive Beats
Centreville

The Herndon boys’ and girls’
swim and drive teams defeated
Centreville on Dec. 7.

In the girls’ competition,
Herndon’s Elizabeth McNulty (500
free and 100 breast), Samantha
Kenis (200 IM and 100 fly), Kara
Joyce (dive) and Jenna Krynicki
(100 back) won their individual
events. Karly Ginieczki, McNulty,
Kenis and Krynicki teamed up to
win the 200 medley relay.

In boys’ action, Herndon’s
Jonathan Nguyen (200 and 500
free), Jack VanCamp (200IM and
100 fly) and Chris Fronczak (50
free and 100 free) earned indi-
vidual wins. The boy’s 200 med-
ley relay (Michael Malito, Jason
Maccannon, VanCamp, Nathan
Williams), 400 free relay (Nguyen,
VanCamp, Williams, Fronczak)

and 200 free relay (Nguyen,
Jonathan Kent, Fronczak,
Maccannon) each won.

Langley Hockey
Starts Season
With Win

If Nov. 30 was any predictor of
success for Langley hockey, this
should be a great season for the
club.

Coming off an opening night 7-
0 win against Madison a few
weeks ago, Langley was up against
Broad Run, one of the top teams
in the Northern Virginia Scholas-
tic Hockey League. Langley shot
out to a strong 3-0 lead by the end
of the second period and never
looked back, despite a furious at-
tempt at a comeback by Broad
Run, which ultimately fell to the
Saxons by a 4-3 margin. Kevin
Diner had two goals with the other
goals scored by Drew Schneider
and Derick Paxton.  Evan Sterling

had two assists, along with Drew
Schneider and Sam LaFuria, and
Ryan Framinan played a strong
game in goal.

Langley has high expectations
for this season. The club is coached
by Rob Faktorow, who is in his
12th season, and is anchored by a
very strong senior class made up
of captain Evan Sterling, assistant
captains Kevin Diner and Logan
Pontell, Peter Nam, Derick Paxton
and Zach Shames.

Last year, they lost in the NVSHL
semifinals in a tough overtime
contest against eventual state
champion Stone Bridge and have
the experienced offense, defense
and goaltending necessary to
again contend for a state title this
season.

In the Madison 7-0 victory,
Schneider had a hat trick and
other goals were scored by Jeremy
Kim (2), Kevin Diner and Sterling.

Diner added three assists with
other assists coming from Shames,
Sam LaFuria and Colin Dibble.

Madison Swim
And Dive Beats
Marshall

The Madison swim and dive
team defeated Marshall on Nov. 30
in the first Liberty District meet of
the season. The Madison boys’
team won, 222-93, and the Madi-
son girls’ team won, 209-106.

First-place boys’ finishers were:
Connor Simon (200 free), Ian
Russiello (200 IM and 500 free),
Grayson Smith (100 free and 100
back) and Evan Owens (50 free
and 100 breast). The boys also
won all three relays: the 200 med-
ley and both 200 and 400
freestyles.

First-place finishers for the girls’
team were: Laura Sullivan (200
free and 100 back), Mallory Dyson
(200 IM), Ali Queen (100 fly and
100 breast), Sidney Owens (100
free) and Laura Kellan (500 free).

The girls also won all three re-
lays.

Grayson Campbell, a freshman
diving at his first meet, broke the
Madison High School record with
six dives and a score of 271.40.

McLean
Wrestling Places
Eighth, Marshall
26th at NOVA
Classic

The McLean wrestling team fin-
ished eighth at the 32-team 2012
FinalAutoPrice.com NOVA Classic
Dec. 7 and 8 at Fairfax High
School.

The Highlanders had three grap-

Marshall Places Third at
McLean Meet
The Marshall gymnastics team placed third at a meet
on Dec. 10 at McLean High School.
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South Lakes’ Alex Smurda, top, wrestles Chantilly’s
Ashkan Mazloom in the seventh-place match of the heavy-
weight division during the 2012 FinalAutoPrice.com NOVA
Classic on Nov. 8.

plers place third in their respec-
tive weight classes. One High-
lander finished fifth and one
placed eighth.

McLean’s Conor Grammes de-
feated Fauquier’s Caleb Strum via
12-0 major decision in the 106-
pound third-place match.
McLean’s Forrest Stieg placed third
in the 152-pound bracket with a
7-2 decision against Centreville’s
Will Fulton and Bryson Davis
pinned Thomas Jefferson’s Paul
Bentz to win the 182-pound title.

McLean’s Adilet Uspeev finished
fifth in the 145-pound bracket
with an injury win against
Fauquier’s Michael Villalobos.
Gabe Sutherland finished eighth in
the 170-pound division.

McLean finished with 115.5
points.

Madison
Wrestling
Finished 18th at
NOVA Classic

The Madison wrestling team had
three grapplers place in the top
eight of their respective weight
classes and the Warhawks finished
18th out of 32 teams at the 2012
FinalAutoPrice.Com NOVA Classic
Dec. 7 and 8 at Fairfax High
School.

Madison’s Connor Eckhardt took
fifth in the 138-pound division
with a 5-1 decision against West
Springfield’s Zach Bolduc. Nick
Hoy placed fifth in the 195-pound
bracket with a medical victory
against Mount Vernon’s Tasi
Mathias. Madison’s Kolton Starr
placed sixth in the 126-pound di-
vision.

Madison finished with 84 points.
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October, 2012
Top Sales in
Great Falls,
McLean, Reston,
Oakton and
Vienna

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Address .................................. BR FB HB ... Postal City ... Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC PostalCode .......... Subdivision ............ Date Sold

1  606 DEERFIELD POND CT ....... 5 .. 7 .. 1 ... GREAT FALLS .. $3,000,000 .... Detached .... 1.75 ...... 22066 ........... DEERFIELD POND .......... 10/26/12

2  11205 MONTPELIER RD ......... 7 .. 7 .. 0 ... GREAT FALLS .. $2,800,000 .... Detached .... 5.08 ...... 22066 ..... JEFFERSON RUN MANOR .... 10/09/12

3  10690 CHESTERWOOD GLEN LN 5 .. 5 .. 2 ... GREAT FALLS .. $2,150,000 .... Detached .... 1.76 ...... 22066 ..... CHESTERWOOD ESTATES .... 10/19/12

4  3959 DUMBARTON ST ........... 6 .. 6 .. 1 ...... MCLEAN ..... $2,100,000 .... Detached .... 0.44 ...... 22101 ........... COUNTRY ACRES .......... 10/09/12

5  1344 KIRBY RD ...................... 5 .. 5 .. 1 ...... MCLEAN ..... $1,815,000 .... Detached .... 0.54 ...... 22101 ......... RICHLAND TERRACE ........ 10/25/12

6  6825 ROSEMONT DR ............. 6 .. 6 .. 2 ...... MCLEAN ..... $1,690,000 .... Detached .... 0.30 ...... 22101 ............... ROSEMONT .............. 10/16/12

7  3184 ARIANA DR ................... 5 .. 4 .. 2 ...... OAKTON ..... $1,420,000 .... Detached .... 1.25 ...... 22124 ......... WINDSONG SOUTH ........ 10/01/12

8  10312 MYSTIC MEADOW WAY .. 5 .. 4 .. 1 ...... OAKTON ..... $1,350,000 .... Detached .... 2.32 ...... 22124 ........... HUNTERBROOKE .......... 10/12/12

9  9880 PALACE GREEN WAY ...... 6 .. 6 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,317,500 .... Detached .... 0.27 ...... 22181 ... WILLIAMSBURG COMMONS .. 10/05/12

10  11576 LAKE NEWPORT RD ..... 4 .. 3 .. 1 ...... RESTON ..... $1,025,000 .... Detached .... 0.48 ...... 20194 .................. RESTON ................. 10/12/12

Copyright 2012 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of November 15, 2012.

Local REAL ESTATELocal REAL ESTATE

4  3959 Dumbarton Street,
McLean — $2,100,000

6  6825 Rusemont Drive,
McLean — $1,690,000

8  10312 Mystic
Meadow Way,

Oakton —
$1,350,000

10  11576 Lake
Newport Road,

Reston —
$1,025,000

9  9880 Palace
Green Way,
Vienna —
$1,317,500
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www.restonrenovations.com

We specialize in:
Spectacular Kitchens
Gorgeous Bathrooms
Amazing Basements

High Quality Painting Services
Custom Cabinetry

Built Ins,
 and MUCH MORE!

703-439-0422

WINTER SPECIAL!

With Signed Contract
Before 12/31/2012.

10% DISCOUNT

Contact Reid at

703-439-0422
or reid@restonrenovations.com

today for a free estimate

Home LifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

I
n addition to shopping,
decorating and attending
parties, many are making
a mad dash to get their

homes ready for the holiday
visitors. Take a deep breath:
local experts have developed a
checklist for creating a guest-
ready home.

“Many people feel better
about their home when every-
thing is in order and in place,”
said Steve Magill, a remodeling
consultant with fred, the home
repair division of Case Design/
Remodeling, Inc., and an Oak
Hill resident. “It makes the ho-
meowner feels more at ease
when minor details are taken
care of.”

The kitchen is one of the most
important rooms in a home, espe-
cially during the holiday season.
Experts say to make sure your mi-
crowave oven, toaster and
coffeemaker are in top working
condition, or to replace them if
necessary.

For extra storage space for cook-
ware, experts suggest installing a
pot rack. Also, consider adding
extra stools or chairs for guests
who like to gather in the kitchen.

Next, survey the living or fam-
ily room. Experts suggest cleaning
carpets or area rugs so that they

are free of signs of foot traffic.
Consider updating the room with
holiday home accents or adding
new items, as well as accessorizing
sofas and chairs with holiday pil-
lows and throws.

“Take a magic eraser to clean up
small smudges on walls like
around light switches,” said
Magill, whose firm developed a
holiday readiness checklist.

If guests are staying overnight,
experts say to make space in a
closet or drawer so visitors have a

place to put their clothing. Since
not everyone falls asleep at the
same time, a bedside clock and
reading lamp are helpful accesso-

ries.
“Your guest room should be

warm and inviting and make
your visitors feel as if they are
at home,” said Magill.

MAKE A GREAT FIRST IM-
PRESSION by ensuring that all
outdoor lighting, including
holiday lights, is functioning
properly and turned on when
it is dark. Outdoor lighting is a
key to ensuring safety during
the holidays.

Check the front door for signs
of wear and consider giving old
doors a new coat of paint.
“Some of the most impact trans-
formations … are projects like
painting,” Paul Zuch of the Na-
tional Association of the Re-
modeling Industry said in a
statement. In addition, polish
and tighten door hardware and
oil hinges to prevent squeaking.

Considering adding a small rug
or welcome mat to the entryway.
Establish a place in your home’s
entrance to collect coats, hats,
boots and gloves. Make sure there
is extra space and hangers in your
coat closet.

“Make sure you think about ev-
ery room in your home when pre-
paring for the holidays,” said Tom
Dodd, another fred remodeling
consultant. “Thinking about these
things ahead of time will help
make for an enjoyable and relax-
ing holiday season.”

Preparing Your Home
For Holiday Guests
Experts offer checklist for getting a
house in tip-top shape.

When preparing your home for
holiday guests, make sure there
is a space near the entrance to
collect coats, hats and boots.

Experts sug-
gests cleaning
carpets and
area rugs in a
home’s family
or living room
before holiday
guests arrive.

Photos courtesy

of Case Design/

Remodeling, Inc.
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6487 Trillium House Lane, Centreville, VA
$999,900

Beautiful home with 5 BR, 4.5 BA situated on 5 acres with pond.
New kitchen with custom cabinets, granite countertops, stainless
appliances and lighting. Fresh paint throughout along with new
carpeting. Lower level rec room with potential for 6th bedroom
plus. Many great features too numerous to mention. Be sure to
stop by for some delicious treats during our night open house.

You’ll be pleasantly surprised with this home and the event.

Jean Marotta

703 402-9471
jeanmarotta@birchhavenrealtyinc.com

Jean Marotta

703 402-9471

HOLIDAY NIGHT OPEN HOUSE
Saturday 5:00 – 9:00 pm,

December 15th

HOLIDAY NIGHT OPEN HOUSE
Saturday 5:00 – 9:00 pm,

December 15th


