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BisHor O'CONNELL HIGH ScHoOL
.r‘F = .Mobile n ARTWORK FROM BRYN BEARY'S ART CLASSES.

QUALIFY AND GET T-MOBILE®

SERVICE WITH A DISCOUNT
OF AT LEAST $10 AMONTH

T-Mobile keeps you connected affordably.

Caroline Nelson

Ginny Bender

Basic plan includes:

* 145 Whenever Minutes”

500 Night Minutes +
500 Weekend Minutes

Nationwide 4G Network

Devin Nihill

Additional minutes for $.05 each

Jihyum Lim

$19.99/mo. before Lifeline discount

Are you eligible?
You may qualify based on your income or if you're
currently eligible to receive public assistance such

as Medicaid, Food Stamps (SNAP) or Supplemental
Security Income (SSI). Your eligibility varies by state.

See if you qualify and learn how to apply
by visiting www.T-Mobile.com/lifeline
or call 1-800-937-8997.

Serina Wei

Discounted wireless service is provided under the Lifeline assistance
program. Lifeline is a government assistance program that

provides only eligible consumers with discounted service that is
nontransferable and is available for only one line per household. A
household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline program, as any
individual or group of individuals living at the same address that share
income and expenses. T-Mobile offers Lifeline service only in areas
where the company has Eligible Telecommunications Carrier status.
You may find more information about Lifeline and other wireless
services available from T-Mobile USA, Inc. at www.T-Mobile.com.

Mary Katheryn
Bothwell

Limited time offer; subject to change. Taxes and fees additional; other fees may apply. Domestic only. Coverage:
Coverage not avalable everywhere. Nights and Weekends: Weekends are midnight Friday to midnight Sunday,
and nights are 9:00 p.m, to £:59 am. Monday-Friday, based upon start time of call. Time of call usually based on
location of equiprent transmitting calk, i location is not available, time of call based on time zone associated with your
phone number. Network Management: Daia traffic of Premium and Ultra plans will be prioritized over other cumently
offered plans during periods of congestion. Service may be slowed, suspended, terminated or restricted for misuse,
abnomal use, interference with our network or abiity 1o provide quality senvice to other users, or significant roaming,
See brochures and Terms and Conditions (including arbitration provision) at waww. T-Mobile com for additional
information regarding T-Mobile service and products, including impontant limitations on availability and refiability of
31-1 emengency senice when using WiFi Calling. @ 2012 T-Mabile USA, Inc.
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Jordan Schilling Sarah Torrez
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ARLINGTON CONNECTION

CHILDREN'S CONNECTION 2012

Welcome

Dear Readers:
his week, the Arlington Connec-
tion turns over its pages to the
youth and students. We asked
principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2013 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.
Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
arlington@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9415 with any questions.

— EDITOR STEVEN MAUREN

& Catherine Donahue, grade 4, Virginia Landscai)e,
Maline Nelson, 10, grade 5, Drew Elementary School Nottingham Elementary School
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CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY ScHoOL
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“Underground Home,” Katherine Lis, 10,
grade 5
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“Underground Home,” Alya Lawindo, 10,
grade 5
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Kindergarten

—

“My échool ana- Piayground,” Alexis Krug, 5,

“Shapes,” Dyana Torres Hernandez, 4, PreK

N e et

hool and Playground,” Kamran Ahmad, 6, grade 1

WRITINGS FROM CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Morocco

The language in Morocco is different
from English and the Arabic writing is
different from the U.S.A. The continent
Morocco is in is Africa. Africa is hot and
Morocco is hot too. There is rice with
chicken in Morocco and there is a yellow
tiny stuff. There are animals in Morocco
too.

— AYMANE ASKARI, 6, GRADE |,

Ms. NURMI

My Family

My family is very valuable to me.
Each member is very precious. I love my
dad because he buys us things we enjoy
playing. My mom is important to me
because she makes us food and buys us

clothes. My aunt is also important to me
because she gives me pillows and other
things that she makes. I also love my
brother because when I am sad, he says,
“Don’t be sad Jackie.” He is the best
brother even though we are sometimes
mad at each other. We are still brother
and sister. Family is so important to me
and I love my family!

— JACKIE MONDRAGON, Il, GRADE

4, MRrs. GALE

My Family

I like being with my family because I
like going out on trips with them. I also
like helping my little brothers with their
homework and with their reading. I also
enjoy going out with my mom because

SEe WRITINGS, PAGE 13
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



SWANSON MIDDLE SCHOOL

Where I'm From

I am from the smooth bed
from the hospital wrapped
in cloud-like towels.
I'm from the soul of my sister,
who is the passion I live for.
I am from the snacks on the counter
that remind me
of all my mom has worked for.
I am from the sky
like an eagle soaring
and looking down buildings.
I am from the blur of
the TV when there’s a storm.
I am from the cross walk
where the cars zoom by and honk.
There’s a couch in the living
room smelling like the fresh peaches
of a tree.
That is where 'm from.
— STEVEN VASQUEZ-MENDEZ.

CRADE G

Forbidden Love

Footsteps left on the sand a soft im-
print, hazy around the edges.

The foaming water snapping angrily
at the entwined imprints.

Reaching out and snatching the only
clue they’d been here, the salt

leaving a tang as sharp as forbidden
love. Their feelings, a magnetic

field pulled toward one another. A
engagement ring nearing her finger,

pulled away by enemy arms. Cold
metal on their wrists instead of soft
gold.

Foreboding bars instead of the light
lavender of the nursery.

— GRACE COGLEY. GRADE 6

Ode to a Paintbrush Ode to Mother

Oh dear paintbrush,

what masterpieces

will you create

for me today?

A beautiful meadow,

with a brown fuzzy rabbit?
A powerful thunderstorm,
rocking a ship

side to side?

Maybe covering

the wall,

with your magnificent hues.

Or even a bit of pottery,
needing a few touch ups.
Your every hair

is a magic wand.

The breathtaking

pinks and royal purples
that you gently

stroke on the page
warm my heart.
Whether a lovely
sunset orange,
bursting

from your tips,

or a glorious

silk blue

that can cool

my mind,

I am grateful.

Grateful for the happy
sad, and confused
feelings you express,
no artist can ...

No.

Nobody,

can live without you.
Oh dear paintbrush,
what masterpieces

will you create

for me

today?

— SABRINA SHUSTER, GRADE G

Mother,

you are the one who loves

and cares for me.

You are the cookie to my sweet tooth.
You love me

24-7-365.

Mother,

you are the one who makes my bed
and cooks for me.

Mother,

you are my everything!

Mother ,

you are the most beautiful rose
in the royal garden.

You shine like the sun.
Mother,

you feel like a blanket

all warm and snuggly.

Mother,
you smell like a fresh picked daisy,
giving off a wonderful aroma.

Mother,

when I am hurt,
you rush to my aid.
Like a mother bear
protecting her cub.

Mother,

if anything bad were to happen to me,
you would be the one coming to my
rescue.

Mother,

on the terrible day,

in the near future,

when I must leave you to go to col-
lege.

SEE SWANSON, PAGE 10

Why are our students so happy while working so hard?

]
Shuttle from
Virginia!

We’re progressive, warm and inclusive while offering
challenging academics, world-class arts, and
championship sports to boys & girls in grades 6-12.
Application deadline is January 7.

BURKE

EDMUND BURKE SCHOOL

4101 Connecticut Avenue NW, Washington DC 20008, 202-362-8882
www.burkeschool.org, admissions@burkeschool.org

For afree digi-
tal subscription
to one or all

of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
goto
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know - get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly

to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com

NEWSPAPERS

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ARLINGTON
2013 CALENDAR
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The cover is black and red on white and 111/4™W x 103787 H.
()|ll'l| the calendar is 111/4™W x 207787 H. All illustrations
are in black and white and may be viewed on the website.

$13%

On sale now at

TheArlingtonCalendar,com
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DREW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Georgia Gibbon, 9, grade 4

Justice Stewart, 10, grade 5 Sofia Abela, 9, grade 4
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DREW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

. Anna Ingram,
10, grade 5

Mack Bell,
10, grade 5

Sophie Gamboa,
9, grade 4

Micaela Toro, 9, grade 4

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Free Remodeling & Design &=
Seminars! m}

Sat, Jan. 5™ — 10am-2pm

Where: 57958 Burke Centre Phwy,
Burke, VA 22015 (behind Kohl's)

Thinking of remodeling? This event is the
parfact opportunity to take advantage

of free expert advice with no abligation.
Leam about the hat topica you should
consider whan remodeling.

Saturday's Seminars:
«  Kitchen and Bath Trands
2013 Color Trends
« 10 Tips for a Stress Free Remodel

Seminars run from 10am-Neoon.
Luneh to folfow.
Flease arrive at 9:45am for check-in.

Seating is limited. Call Sabrina at
703.425.5588 to reserve your seats!

Special thanks to our sponsors;

: [Viigle
CLOSETS « GARAGES = PANTRIES

TailoredLiving.com/Reston
Todd Carter | 703-707-0009

DECOR&EYOT
DecorAndYouDC.com
Sandra Hambley | 703-599-0648

design/build | additions | kitchens | baths | basemants | outdoor spaces
703-425-5588 SunDasigninc.com  infe@SunDesignine.com

Is your son looking for a challenge?
2
v
)
T.-" = L
I At Saint Anselms?
lifelong learning
starts now.

Discover Saint Anselm’s Abbey School, where boys are
challenged to give their best every day bath inside and outside the
dlassroom. Where a young man can play three sports each year, star
in a play and learn Latin, Spanish and Arabic. Where each student is
known in a dlose-knit community of peers, teachers and monks and
gets the personal attention he needs to thrive in middle school, high
school and beyond. 1t all starts here,

Winter Open House: Sunday, Feb. 10,1 -3 p.m.

visit www.saintanselms.org/admissions for more info

ﬂ%ﬂﬂ SAINT ANSELM’S

ABBEY SCHOOL

Independent Catholic School in Washington, DC - Gifted Young Men, Grades 6-12
202-269-2379 - admissions@saintanselms.org - www.saintanselms.org
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NOTTINGHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WRITINGS

Stone

I have been here since the beginning.
I am stone.

I saw the first of the jellyfish.
I am stone.

I experienced the first spined creature.
I am stone.

I viewed the first amphibians to crawl the
land.
I am stone.

I sat as a velociraptor fought his prey.
I am stone.

I watched as Pangaea broke apart, form-
ing continents.
I am stone.

I endured as the first rat sat on me.
I am stone.

I was tortured as I watched the last of the
dinosaurs burn.
I am stone.

I was a bed for Lucy, one of the first hu-
mans.
I am stone.

I was used to make the first spear.
I am stone.

I saw the first gun.
I am stone.

I was a part of the Underground Railroad.
I am stone.

I saw the first Smartphone.
I am stone.

From mountain to boulder to rock to
pebble to sand, I have seen it all.
Because I am stone.
— JAcCK NELSON, GRADE 5

Snow White
And the Hunter

The queen asked her son, the hunter, to
find Snow White, kill her, and take out her
heart.

“OK, I'm off to find Snow White,” replied
the hunter.

The hunter was walking in a deep dark
forest and it was getting late. The forest was
full of bats. You could see the bats’ eyes look-
ing around. You could hear them tearing at
your clothes. The hunter did not get a good
night’s sleep. When he woke up from his
nightmarish sleep, he felt grouchy. Then
when he was fully awake, he set off at a fast
pace, deeper into the forest. After an hour
of walking, he came to a clearing. There,
standing before him, was the prettiest girl
he had ever met. She had bright blue eyes,
short black curly hair, with a red headband
to hold the hair out of her face, and pale
skin that was soft to the touch. He loved her
the minute he saw her.

Emily Stuart, grade 5, Self-portrait

SUBMISSIONS FROM ART TEACHER SARAH ZOLLER'S STUDENTS.

Will Bernhardt, grade 4, Powhatan
Portrait

ANNA AN NAAT

Jack Roosa, grade 1, Autumn Tree
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Thor Koomey, grade 4, Virginia Landscape

Lauren Fisher, grade 2, Native Americans Watching the Sunset

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Morgan Dailey, grade 4, Powhatan
Portrait

Will Ives, Kindergarten, Self-portrait

Max Penella, grade 5, Self-portrait

Noah Robinson, grade 2, Autumn Leaf

“Hello, call me the hunter,” said the hunter
in his manly voice.

“Hello, my name is Snow White,” said
Snow White daintily.

“No!” the hunter yelled, as he started sob-
bing, not so manly anymore.

“Why are you crying? There is no need to
cry,” Snow White said anxiously.

“I ... Icame here to kill a girl named Snow
White and your name is Snow White. So go,
run, run away,” sobbed the hunter. Snow
White ran; she ran for all she was worth.

After a while, the hunter was ready to find
the queen and tell her that he was not up
for the job. The only answer he got was, “I
don’t care, kill her anyway.” So, as he set off
into the forest, he started thinking of a plan.
He could not kill a pig and take its heart out
because the queen would notice that it was
a pig’s heart. Wait a minute; he could ask a
witch to make the pig’s heart, or any animal’s
heart, look like Snow White’s heart. Since
he was in a forest with lots of bats, he de-
cided to kill a bat and take its heart out. That
was much easier than he expected.

Now all he had to do was find a witch,
and that was the hard part. He had not been
walking that long when he heard footsteps
behind him. Every time he stopped, they
stopped. It gave him the creeps. He slowly
turned around, and out of the corner of his
eye he could see the wicked witch of the
west. He had to be brave if he wanted to
save Snow White.

He bravely walked up to the witch. “Will
you help me with my evil plan?”

“What do you mean? I am all about evil
plans!” exclaimed the wicked witch.

“OK, I was wondering if you would make
this bat’s heart look like Snow White’s heart,”
explained the hunter.

“Of course, because you are going to trick
the queen into thinking that Snow White is
dead,” replied the wicked witch of the west.
“OK, give me the heart.”

“My, that was easy,” muttered the hunter.

The hunter ran all the way home because
he was really excited and scared about turn-
ing his mother into a bat. When he went
into the house he screamed, “Mother,
Mother! I did it!” It worked; his mother came
running into the room, snatched the heart
out of his hand and accidentally turned her-
self into a bat. He ran out of the house and
into the forest to find Snow White.

When he found Snow White, he asked her
to marry him. She would have to marry him
after all he had done for her to keep her
from dying. She said she could not because
she was already married. The hunter lived
sadly ever after!

— MARION LOPRESTI. GRADE 5

Aquarium

This story takes place in Florida. My
grandma’s friend wanted to take James and
me to the aquarium. When we got there, it
looked like a big warehouse. When we
walked in, it felt like I was in the big bubbly
blue. There was a sheet of glass that looked
like the water.

Then we went to see the dolphins. There
were two dolphins. Each dolphin was found
on the beach in Mexico. Then James and I
went to the next room. It had beautiful jel

SeEe CONTINUED, PAGE 14
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SWANSON MIDDLE SCHOOL

FrROM PACE 5

Even though I'll be all grown up,
Mother
I will always be your little girl.

Mother,
whether you are near,
or far far away,

I will always love you!
— NATHALIE SAULNIER, GRADE 6

A Painter’s Paradise

Oh, Clay Cafe, when I walk in your
welcoming doors,

the lovely aroma of freshly made pot-
tery and open paint bottles fill my heart
with excitement.

I walk around.

It is a forest of pottery.

So many things to choose from.
Should I paint a pot or a lion?

I choose the fierce and mighty lion.

Now, to pick the paints.
I choose blood red, neon orange,
lemon yellow, and earthy brown.

As I walk joyfully back to my seat
gripping the lion,

all I can do is imagine how beautiful
my beast will be.

I sit down slowly and carefully,
as not to disturb the other painters.
My beast is watching me.

I watch the paint pour out.
It looks like Niagara Falls.

I paint carefully.

I first paint the face,

then the mane,

soon my masterpiece will be done.

Next I paint the body,

And finally, the legs and tail.

Now, my fierce and mighty beast is
done.

Soon I will be back to the aroma of
pottery and paints.

To delicately painting my newest cre-
ation.

— NATHALIE SAULNIER, GRADE G

Where I'm From

I'm from the dirty dishes
and soggy diapers,
from Old McDonald and
Little Miss.Muffett

From the small, comforting
Crib, to the

monthly balloons,

sent by my dad

The ‘Stop Screamings’
and ‘Go to sleeps’
The shrieks and fear
quickly spreading of
9-11

I am from

yummy Pupusas
every bite filled
with juicy meat
and cheese filled
with love and care

‘What comes around,
Comes back around’

to ‘If you love something
set it free if

it loves you

it'll come back’

The ‘it’s all rights’
to the
‘it'll be fines’

From the gun,
put right on

my beloved fathers’
head, my shrieks,
my yelps, my mother
crying

Bringing back memories,
from the good times
and the
bad times.
I am from those
moments:
an addition to a
new generation.
— ASHLEY ROMERO, GRADE G

Ode to Sun

Oh Sun,

I am here

to look into your

rich buttery light

that gives

a golden sheen

to the fresh green grass
bordering my home.

I am here

to tell you that when you
hide behind

puffy white clouds

on fabulous afternoons,
an ugly frown comes upon
the world’s face.

I am here

to inform you

that on cold, dark
winter mornings

your cheerful,

bright smile

spreads across

the worlds like

butter spreading

along a warm

piece of toast.

I am here

to let out a long sigh
because your warmth
is even warmer

than my luscious

knit scarf.

Oh Sun,

the moon and stars
will never compare

to you.

Your light leads
the wrong people
down the right path,
and turns bad days,
into good days.
And, my beauty,
when the day arrives
for your lights to go down,
I will wrap you
in a bundle of love,
a cheerful hug
and yell:
My Savior, My Sun.
— MADELIN MYERS. GRADE G

Ode to the Turtle

O, Turtle

with your patient
peacefulness.

Your slow, steady

pace.

Your camouflaged

shell,

protecting you

from predators.

Your many species
endangered,

some dying

out,

from bitter smelling pollution,
dangerous predators,

or even just human beings.
Does it matter

who?

Still, dying

out.

Yet,

you are strong,

able to live in every climate.
From the hottest desert

to under the sea,

10 % ARLINGTON CONNECTION <« CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <+ 2012 - 2013

the turtle is there!
Triumphant,

at all

times.

But you're delicate too,

as if your shell

could shatter like glass

with the slightest

touch.

You have mastered

the two most abundant things on

Earth:

Earth
and
Sea.

O, Turtle!
Some with jaws strong
enough to bite
off my hand,
Others mild
herbivores.
All, disappearing.
Like a glass vase,
the species of turtles
so delicate
it might
shatter.
— LiAM THOMPSON, GRADE G

Ode to My
Fountain Pen

My fountain pen is flawless.
She is smooth and red.

It’s as if she were an apple,
a perfect apple.

A perfectly crisp,

perfectly juicy,

red,

plump

apple.

How could I be
capricious
when she

is by my side?
She is

the apple

of my eye.

My fountain pen is flawless.
She writes

as if she were a river,

a river of our memories.
Memories flow out of her,
her perfectly

pointed

silver

nib.

Her nib is splattered

with memories,

deep blue memories.

My fountain pen is flawless;
she is the apple of my eye,
the current in my river.
My fountain pen is flawless.
— CHARLOTTE HOWARD, GRADE ©

Ode to Halloween

Halloween,

I like the way you

give us freedom.

I love that you give

us the right

to stay up late.

You let us have a good time
at midnight,

when it’s dark,

pitch black,

and we are

trick

or

treating.

I love the way

you give us

the pursuit of happiness,
to go outside

when it is dark outside.

I wish you were in every season,
every month,

ABINGDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

four

One

Sophia Varn, 3

The Hurricane
Comes

The

Hurricane comes
A sprinting cheetah
Fast,

Furious,

Fierce

It stays
Scavenging,
Destroying
Everything in

Its path

All you can do is
Wait helplessly
Until it

Slowly

Lurks

To the next
Target

— JuLla SoNN, 10, GRADE 4

every year,
every day.

I hope you come soon,
like fast soon.

I don’t care,

if you only come

once a year

(on october thirty-first)
I love you,

you deserve

to be a real

holiday -

not a fake holiday.

I love you so much.
for being fake,
you

are so cool
that I can’t
describe you
at all.

you are hard
to describe.
You

are the kit

in a Kit Kat.

The best thing

is that we

get to dress up.

I love the way you,

let us dress up in anything
we want,

like a demon.

We can be

what we want to be

when we grow up

™o phreo

: . .GT..E; "Q_,
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Volcano

The tears streaming down
Your face

Like lava flowing
Freely

The anger

Building up

Inside you

Like smoke

Rising

Hurtful words
Thrown back

And forth

Like ash flying

The tension between
Two

Can be

Rock-solid,

Like a

Volcano

— JuLlA SonNN, 10, GRADE 4

or what we want to be
today (the present)
a mythical creature or an animal.

Aftercostumes comes candy.

you let us go around taking
candy from people -

sometimes without asking

them to get some.

I love when you give us chocolate,
and you give us a bunch of sweets
to eat,

and you let us scare

a lot of people!

I think it is a shame
that some people don’t
celebrate you.
You bring the fun
in the night.
Everyone should love
you.
You're the best holiday
in the world.
Well, I think you’re the best.
you are the best
in my world.
if you were
a human,
I would hug you so much
you could not breath. Sorry
if you die but you’re awesome
you give candy to every one
you're like Santa as a holiday
and that gives out a lot of candy
to every one.
— JORDAN GORMES-EBERT,

GRADE G
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LONG BRANCH ELEMENTARY ScHOOL

Color and Shape Collage artwork from Art Teacher Hillary Sloate’s VPI students (preschool) at Long Branch ES.
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35% Arborvitae, | Select Hollies

Camelias,

Azaleas and
OFF Shade Trees | Cleveland Pears
5 65%wff Pottery| FREE

g™ ]

ashington Afga’s Biggest Selection | L2 i_ :
.30% QFF Japanese Maples | - s-WaIIs-WaIk\yays

“or Buy 1 Get 1 Free* Pae er Drlveways £
*Offiregular price = : - P

& 9023 Arlmgton Bivd.,
\
Q:‘ Bulk MUICh 2Ns Fairfax, Virginia

‘3. Playgl’Olmd ChIpS K\ \hT g 2 Miles west of 1-495 on Rt. 50.

'©5 1 mile from 1-66 (Vienna Metro)

& Organic Compost| \_5 2 ~L 05" 703-573-5025
$ 24’99/Cu* YCL (1w Visit our new Web site: owrv,:lnc;v::;su::rv;::m

ocket Fuel

; $ A Strategic Curriculum That Prepares
= Students To Be Standouts.

_ JOIN US at an
WASHINGTON EPISCOPAL SCHOOL [geolaa Nale]0i13

Nursery through Grade 8

Wed, Jon. 9 9 AM
5600 Lirrie Farrs Parkway, BETiESDA, MD 20816

(301) 652-7878  www.w-e-5.0rg

gourmet J wine - cigars

Put Us to
The Test

‘@ Selection
‘® Service
‘@ Price

D';. w7 1

/ 7 HOLIDAY HOURS AN
/ J

’ 7 *9 am-6 pm: New Year’s Eve\‘ \

*Closed New Year’s Day | |\

\
\
£

Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week

Bradlee Belle View
3690) King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com
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SAINT AGNES SCHOOL

ARTWORK FROM DANIELA SHUMATE'S ART STUDENTS IN GRADES 4-8.

Snowman witch. Ella, grade 4 Snowman with black hat . Max,
grade 4

i

= el {'_ﬂ".f".j'.r -
- !" A ﬂL . -H!IE

Snowman with
sombrero.
Kendall, grade 4
Snowman on sled.
Allie, grade 4

Green trees .
Lucy, grade 8 Black trees.

Bobi, grade 8

Purple trees.

Sophia,

grade 8 Blue trees.
Caroline J.,
grade 8
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“The Pilgrims were friends w1th the Indlans »
Siofra Zanol, 5, Kindergarten

WRITINGS

FrRoM PACE 4

she buys me the things [ need and she
also takes care of me and my brothers.
My dad takes me places and buys things
for me and for this I love him too. Fam-
ily is something I will never forget. [ am

so happy to have my family.
— ALEXIS MEDINA, Il, GRADE 4,

MRs. CALE

My Best Friend

My best friend is a good friend be-
cause he is nice and helpful. He is fun.
He is reliable because if I get hurt he
tells my mom or dad. He is nice because
he would be willing to play with me if I
don’t have anybody to play with. He is
also fun because he plays soccer. I have
a lot of fun with him. He is helpful be-
cause when the soccer ball goes into the
bushes in my backyard, he helps me get
it by moving the bushes out of the way.
I am lucky to have a good friend!

— EuAaN BELL, 7. CGRADE 2. MR.

SCHOENHERR

My Family

I'm happy for my family because they
help me with my homework. My family
also loves me for who I am. They love
me for who I am because they don’t
want me to change my personality. [ am
happy for my family because they treat
me like an angel.

— ELIZABETH MARQUEZ
HERNANDEZ, 7. GRADE 2. MR.

SCHOENHERR

The Gecko, the
Raccoon, and the
Cheetah

One day gecko was going for a walk
when he was pounced on by cheetah.

“Happy birthday,” said cheetah. “Actu-
ally, it’s raccoon’s birthday,” said gecko.
“Really,” said cheetah. “I should go and
find him.”

“I'm going to his house right now and
you’re invited to the party,” said gecko.
“Come on.” So they went to raccoon’s
house. When they got there, raccoon
was hanging a pifiata. “You're early,”
said raccoon.

“We will have a great party except I
got all these notes saying the other ani-
mals couldn’t come.”

“Don’t worry, we will still have a good
party,” said gecko and cheetah, and they
did. It was the best party ever!

— RUBEN TOMPKINS, 7, GRADE 2,

MR. SCHOENHERR

My Favorite Trip

My favorite trip was when I went to
New Orleans. When I got there I went
to the aquarium. I got to see sharks. On
the ceiling there was glass that you
could see through and there were sea
animals and lots of pretty coral. I took
lots of pictures and I got to feed the stin-
grays and touch them. It was a really fun
trip.

— SOPHIE WHITEHEAD-THOMAS,

7. GRADE 2, MR. SCHOENHERR

I Like to Play

I like to play with my family a lot. I
like to play Junior Scrabble with my
mom and dad, my cousins, uncles, and
aunts. [ sometimes play on my Leap Pad.
I think that Leap Pad is more fun than
Junior Scrabble.

I play outside with my dad too. My
mom likes hockey so I play that with my
mom and another thing I do with my
dad is I go biking. I also go to a play-
ground called Patrick Henry
Playground. I like to play a lot.

— AN WHYTE. 7. GRADE 2,

MR. SCHOENHERR

NEWS INTERNS

Educational opportunity to work with award-win-
ning editors on local news coverage, including
politics, elections, community events, local insid-
ers’ guides, news feature writing, website and
online news management and more. Internships
require a commitment of at least six weeks, 16-40
hours a week. Please e-mail a statement of interest
and a resume to cbryan@
connectionnewspapers.com

NEWSPAPERS

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

PICTURE
YOURSELF
AT HOL
CHILD!

fes simiee b vitvertde v
Cotlf svonwe 300-26 50955

Educating young women grades & through 12

Leam more about our joytul teaching at wwwholychild.org

M CAPL TATTI

A Real
French Bistro
in the Heart
of McLean
Since 1981

Open for Christmas Eve
and New Year’s Eve

Call for reservations
703-790-5164
Cocktails
Major Credit Cards
6627 Old Dominion Drive ® McLean, VA
McLean Square Mall
See us at www.cafetatti.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Free Estimates

703-969-1179

<= Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
-: We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

www.twopoorteachers.com

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!

Starting at
$4,950

Visit our website
for details!

Visit These Houses of Worship

Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Anglican
Restoration Anglican Church...703-527-2720
Assemblies of God
Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667
Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636
Baptist
Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079
Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080
Memorial Baptist Church...703-538-7000
Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411
Baptist-Free Will
Bloss Memorial Free Will
Baptist Church...703-527-7040
Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100
Buddhist
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center..
Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166
Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek
Catholic Church... 703-734-9566
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic
703-979-5580

.202-331-2122

St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276
St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500
Vatican IT Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907
Church of Christ

Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535
Church of God — Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726
Christian Science
McLean - First Church of Christ,
Scientist...703-356-1391
First Church of Christ,

Scientist, Arlington...703-534-0020
Episcopal
St. Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600
St. George Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286
St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800
St Michael S Episcopal Church...703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625
St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330
Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077
Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283
German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952

—0-0-0-0-0-0- —0-0-0-0-0-
o0 0-0-0-0-0-0—@Q—0-° 9904

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM

Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM

1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
ww.rc.net/arlmgton/stann

All Are

e 0 —Q0=0-0- 0-0—0-0- Q—QH\OR

O— N - e
— =
‘-"’il O-0-0—

Saint Ann Catholic Church

~ Saturday, 8:30 AM

-~ Welcome!

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

0-0-0—0—0-0.0-0’

0 o o0

~ 9-0-0-0-90-0" -0-0-0-0— -QO— o0

Lutheran Church of The Redeemer...703-356-3346

Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991
Lutheran (Missouri Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846
Nazarene
Arlington First Church of the Nazarene
...703-525-2516
Non-Denominational
New Life Christian Church -
McLean Campus...571-294-8306
Celebration Center
for Spiritual Living...703-560-2030
Metaphysical
Arlington Metaphysical Chapel...703-276-8738
Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...
703-920-5660
Church of the Covenant...703-524-4115
Clarendon Presbyterian Church
...703-527-9513
Little Falls Presbyterian Church
...703-538-5230
Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian...703-549-4766
Presbyterian Church in America
Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420
Synagogues — Conservative
Congregation Etz Hayim...
703-979-4466
Synagogues — Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520
Chabad Lubavitch
of Alexandria-Arlington...703-370-2774
Synagogues —
Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the Northern Virginia
Reconstructionist Community ... 571-271-8387
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Church
of Arlington...703-892-2565
United Methodist
Arlington United Methodist Church
...703-979-7527
Trinity United Methodist Church
of McLean...703-356-3312
Charles Wesley United Methdist...
703-356-6336
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185
Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist
...703-356-7100
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574
Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

highlight your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

ARLINGTON CONNECTION
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NOTTINGHAM ES

Keya Sikotra, grade 1, Wild Thing

FrRoM PACE ©

lyfish bobbing in the water.
Then we saw baby sea turtles
floating at the top of the water.
It all happened at once.

The funniest part was when
the manatees bumped into the
glass and little bubbles floated
to the top. Then we saw some
fish. The biggest one was the
tiger shark and the smallest one
was the blue moon.

Then James and I got to touch
a shark. It was a baby and its
skin felt like sand paper. It was
a Bamboo shark and it was a
foot long. James and I got to
touch the tip of the nose and the
tail and the bottom of the
mouth.

Ilove fish and how they shim-
mer in the light and give me
those little fishy faces.

I am amazed at all the fish
that live in the sea. I love going
to aquariums to see the color-
ful, gleaming fish. When I get
older, I want to work in an
aquarium.

— JENA KNAACK, GRADE 5

Hawaii

If I could write about any-
thing I would write about when
I went to Hawaii. Hawaii is
beautiful and filled with pretty
wonders — animals, the cool

breeze, the sparkling ocean, the
glaring sun, the palm trees sway-
ing in the breeze, and the won-
derful rainbow next to the bright
sun in the clear blue sky with the
white puffy clouds the color of a
bunny’s tail.

When I went to Hawaii, I
stayed in Maui. The first hotel we
went to had nine pools! Also
there was a small waterfall fall-
ing into one of the pools.

In Hawaii they had delicious
tasting juices and great fresh cut
mango and pineapple. The food
was unique. When we were
scuba diving, my parents wit-
nessed a Hawaiian Monk Seal.
We also saw many other ocean
creatures such as turtles, rain-
bow colored fish, eels, and many
other animals. We also went to a
Luau. At the Luau we ate won-
derful foods.

In Hawaii, my family and I
drove up a volcano and touched
a cloud. That might sound weird
but the volcano hadn’t erupted
for a really long time. It wasn’t
active. The white cloud felt misty
like a wet fan blowing on me. A
cloud might sound soft and look
soft and puffy, but it felt like a
cool mist. Hawaii is warm with
a cool breeze.

Many days I wish I was in Ha-
walii, the beautiful, rainbow
state.

— ELLA CUSTAFSON, GRADE 4

EMPLOYMENT

7039176400

(IASSIRED

Full Time.
Email Resume: Rpa@restonpodiatry.net

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST

Small animal hosp.
Great Falls. Will train.
703-757-7570 o www.ourvets.com

Love 0 ARuerow  CReat s ZONE 0 Ap DeApLNE
* e + Ve Oy Monbar Noow
Medical ReceptionistIAssistant 101 Computers 101 Computers 26 Antiques
Podiatry Practice in We pay top $ for antique
Manassas, Reston, Leesburg H D I COMPUTER SOLUTIONS f”r”'tgfniaswn’gg;ﬁm“’y

JENNIFER SMITH ¢ Serving the Area Since 1995
> Speed up Slow Computers
> Troubleshooting d
> Virus Removal
> Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 - Jsmlthhdl@aol .com

teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Administrative Asst./
Receptionist

Pediatric Office in McLean is looking for
an Administrative Asst./Receptionist to
work part time. Insurance Experience
required. Please call 703-790-5390 and fax
resume to: 703-734-3823. Attention: Janice

l/al ak Advertising Sales

RGNA

Full time outside sales in NoVA, minimum 1
year experience in sales environment required.
Print & digital products, salary based on expe-
rience + commission + bonus & benefits.
Send resume & cover letter to:
djanis@valpakva.com

Freelance Reporter

To cover news plus events features
in Mount Vernon. Rewarding,
flexible work, pay is nominal.

Email letter, resume plus clips to
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

NEWSPAPERS

Educational Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec

tionnewspapers.com
NEWSPAPERS

(CIASSIFIED

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

Call today and learn how this
time-saving extra edge can improve
your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve
results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of
experience offers individual tutoring
throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels,
specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish.
Call Hal @
(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.
20% Off first session
when you mention this ad

14 % ARLINGTON CONNECTION <« CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <+ 2012 - 2013

MEDICAL CAREERS BEGIN HERE

Train ONLINE for Allied Health and Medical Management.
Job placement assistance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized.

Call 888-354-9917

www.CenturaOnline.com

Centura
COLLEGE

71% of Americans have used a newspaper, a
newspaper website and/or a newspaper mobile
source in the past 30 days (Scarborough Research 2012)

Make sure they re readmg about you! s

PRESS

Services

Virginia Press Services will run this business card
size display ad across Virginia for one low price!
For more details,
contact Adriane at 804-521-7585.

Kk

A Real Tree Experience grown and sold
by the Wr_qua Chrislmas Tree Growers Association
Chi ome alive!
A Real Virginia Christmas Tree
connects grown-ups
with cherished traditions of Christmas past
and creates joy for children
that lives on into Christmas future.

Use the website to find your tree!

Virginia Christmas Tree
rowers Association

www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

AIRLINE n M
nvunmlnsmmly

CAREERS
BEGIN HERE

Become an Aviation Maintenance Tech.

FAA approved training.

Financial aid if qualified — Housing available.
Job placement assistance. SCHEV certified.

CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance

888-245-9553

Help for people with
acular Degeneration

Find out if special glasses can help
you see better.

Call for a FREE phone consultation
with Dr. Armstrong, Optometrist

Offices in: Roanoke, Charlottesville, Harrlsonburg. Wytheville

(866) 321-2030

Dr. David L. Armstrong  VirginiaLowVision.com

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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CONTRACTORS

* McLEAN * ViENNA/QAKTON

CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

70

3-917-6400

ZONE G AD DEADLINE:

MoNDAY NOON

CLEANING CLEANING IMPROVEMENTS § IMPROVEMENTS HAULING PAINTING

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

K&D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL /| RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting

Ceiling Fans

Phone/CATV

Computer Network Cabeling
Service Upgrades

Hot Tubs, efc...

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile  703-499-0522

< GUTTER CLEANING A&

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned |
Small Repairs * Gutter Guards /

. PINNACLE SERVICES 5
. licsins 703-802-0483 free est. &

_.@ email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
PS= web: lawnsandgutters.com
2 Friendly Service with a Friendly Pri

S

=73

'
IMPROVEMENTS

Picture Perfect Home In}a;provements
(703) 590-3187 www.pphionline.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens © Basements

« FREE Estimates Exterior © Interior Rgam' v,
o FAST © Refiable Service

« EASY 7o Soiudici Painting, Carpentry, Wood Rot,

* NO §$$ DOWN! Drywul‘f, All Ffooring, Decks
Handyman Services “_If it can be done, we can do it” &
Awvailable e

Licensed — Bonded —  Tnsured

: A&S Landscaping

* All Concrete work :
¢ Retaining Walls e Patios H
¢ Decks ¢ Porches (incl. H
screened) ¢ Erosion & E
Grading Solutions .
¢ French Drains e Sump Pumps :

¢ Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

=1 L. REYNOLDS 703.919.4456
&= _Landscaping LLC  proo Egtimates

== N
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST § WET BASEMENT / WET YARD

Paver & Flagstone Water Proofing Foundations

Patios / Walkways Standing Yard Water
Retaining Walls French Drains / Swales

Stacked Field Stone Downspout Extensions

Plants / Trees / Shrubs Dry River Beds
*No sub-contractors, or day labors. 15 Years Designing and Installing
*The Owner is physically on your job site. ¢On time and Professional.

—

+BASEMENTS ¢+BATHS ¢KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
4+Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096

R&N Carpentry

“Let us help you Re-imagine your Home”
703.373.7278

“The Best Homes are Built by US”

Design/Build
Large Additions, Second Story Additions,
Whole House Remodeling & Custom Homes.

www.ushc.info

US Home Construction
320-B Maple Ave. East, Vienna, VA 22180

R.N. CONTRACTORS, IN

Remodeling Homes, Flooring, I

Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions & ¥
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting P
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded * Free Estimates * Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rnconfruciorsinc@muil

The HANDYMAN

A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL, ‘i\%
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

Licensed We Accept VISA/MC )
nsred  703-441-8811 =

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price
( L new \ 0

| |

("1

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Drainage Problems

*Patios * Walkways
*Retaining Walls e
*Landscape Makeovers <=

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

MASONRY MASONRY

BRICK AND STONE
Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs*All Work Guranteed

I'am a slow walker,
but | never walk back.
-Abraham Lincoln

Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris
Low Rates NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell
&7 DAYS A WEEK]

ANGEL’S HAULING

Junk Trash Removal,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Garage/Base- '
¥ ment Clean Out,
ke go Furniture & Appl.
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING || ing

A&S
LANDSCAPING
Planting * Mulching * Sodding
Patios + Decks ¢ Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt * Retaining Walls
Erosion Control * Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

Leaf & 'ﬁ?
Tree Removal

3555 |

PATRIOT
PAINTING

www.PatriotPainting.net
Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,
Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting
Free Est. ¢ Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703%)2;—7840
e
571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMQVAL

Brush & Yard Debris ™5
Trimming & Topping

%< @ Gutters & Hauling

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

w3

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

240-603-6182

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

O

NEWSPAPERS

ROOFIN

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing

W Roofing & Siding impes)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping

X

Leaks Repaired

“' %\ New Gutters » Chimney Crowns
N
K k No job too small
1
. 703-975-2375

falconroofinginc.com

TREE SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

Charles

TREE SERVICE

Seasoned Firewood
Topping, trimming, Stump Grinding

Lic. & Ins!
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

Jenkins

Coneeox (LASSTFIED

Classified or Home * Lawn * Garden:
103-917-6400

Employment:

E-mail: classified @connectionnewspapers.com

T03:917-6464

What Am |
Thinking?

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

What | think | feel. What I'm afraid to
think I feel. Moreover, is what | feel symp-
tomatic of what I'm afraid to feel? Is it the
cancer doing what cancer so often does:
create pain and suffering? Or is it simply an
older age than I've ever been: middle age,
manifesting itself with all the associated
mental, physical and emotional adjustments
that come along with living longer than you
ever have? Unfortunately, the timing of all
of it couldn’t be more problematic in my
determining whether any pain or discom-
fort | feel is symptomatic of a cancer on the
move or characteristic of an age whose
effects I'm only beginning to understand.

The underlying and complicating factor
to my constant self-assessment is that |
don’t want to think any of the physical
effects | feel are the cancer. | want to
believe they’re middle age. As a result of
this continual denial, I neglect to admit that
what | think | feel is potentially cancer-sig-
nificant and presume instead that it’s just
another day in middle-age paradise (alive
and reasonably well; not terminal) — it’s
befuddling, sort of. Am | being incredibly
stupid, stubborn and irresponsible with
respect to not acknowledging certain symp-
toms that might be e-mail-worthy to my
oncologist or, have | found the key to living
with cancer: not making too much of
anything?

| feel this because | worry that once |
open that door, I'm likely going through to
the other side — and likely not coming back.
As my father jokingly asserted about his car:
“If 1 don't take it to the dealership, they
can't find anything wrong with it.” The
related advisory concerning life and health
that I've often heard is: once you’re admit-
ted to the hospital, you're not coming out —
alive. It's a slippery slope between the fear
and loathing (with attribution to Hunter S.
Thompson) of being sick and lying in a hos-
pital bed versus what the medical profes-
sionals don’t know not being able to hurt
me. (I know, | might as well be Judy
Garland in “The Wizard of Oz” clicking my
heels together three times: | don’t have
cancer. | don’t have cancer. | don't have
cancer.)

But the fact that I’'m still alive and not
just beating the life-expectancy odds | was
given, but smashing them to smithereens, is
a kind of reinforcer to “what | feel” and
“what I'm afraid to think I feel.” Having sur-
vived for as long as | have might just be
blind luck or inherited DNA doing what |
had no reason or expectation to believe it
could: enable me to survive the stage IV
non-small cell lung cancer with which | was
originally diagnosed and live beyond the
“13-month to two-year prognosis” that
went along with it. Or, however, why ever
I’'m doing what I'm doing, or not doing
what I'm not doing or not admitting what is
likely symptomatic — or not; all this confu-
sion, juxtaposing and double-negative
rationalizing might somehow make a
positive.

I realize this haphazard approach is
hardly a strategy, but perhaps it is and has
been so far, a means not to my end. And
considering that | haven't reached that end
as yet, maybe the means are justified? No
one knows for sure, and that’s what I'm
counting on. It’s too late to stop now; heck,
why would 12 See you next week.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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Wishes You And Yours
A Happy Holiday
From All Of Us!

www.HadeedCarpet.com
703-836-1111




