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Children’s Gazette 2012

Dear Readers:
This week, the Gazette turns over its

pages to the youth and students.
We asked principals and teachers from

area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2013 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Gazette.
Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Ga-
zette welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9415 with any questions.

— Editor Steven Mauren

Welcome

Reaction print
Terrible Bus Driver

Drew Bowers,
6th grade,

Waynewood
Elementary School

Teagan Keith-Terry, 6th grade, Belle View
Elementary School

Matthew Luhman,
4th grade,
Hollin Meadows
Elementary School

Aktan Turdukulov, 14,
8th grade,

Alexandria Country
Day School
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Name Game
Dear old Miss Smith and her husband Ben
Had quite a few children — they counted ten.
But Miss Smith was not good with names at all.
She’d forget the name Susan, Sally, or Paul.
So she gave them all numbers from one to ten.
And it worked quite well, but then;
One day dear Miss Smith asked her young daughter,
“Please Number Six, go fetch me some water.”
“This,” said the girl, “is a blow to my pride,”
“Because I am Two,” then she sat down and cried.
Miss Smith felt quite guilty for what she had done
For she loved all of her daughters and sons.
So she gave them all names like mine and yours
Whether she can remember them, I’m not quite sure.

— Abigail Elizabeth Mills, 12,

7
th

 grade, home school

Submissions from art teacher Virginia Wright.

Words & Pictures

Ashlynn
Parker, 9, 3rd

Grade, Ms.
Ricks,

Stratford
Landing

Bear Eye by Natalie Warr, 8th grade, Whitman Middle
School

Gunnar Dutzman, 8, St
Louise Catholic School,
Art teacher, Marie Hain

Kyla Matheis, 4, Pre-K, Mount Vernon Presbyterian
Church Preschool

Daniel Matheis, 7, 2nd

grade, St. Louis Catholic
School

Alessandra Cecchetto, 6th
grade Anika Degen, 2nd grade

Baylor Hunt, 6th gradeCasey Long, 6th grade
Ingrid Belcher, 2nd grade

Jamie Sofield, 6th grade

Maya Parfitt, 2nd grade

Belle View Elementary

Addison
Parker, 8,
2nd Grade,
Ms.
Golinowski,
St. Mary’s
School
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Washington Mill Elementary

Ellie Dunn, 7, 2nd grade

Ashley Elizabeth Houck, 9, 4th
grade, Mrs. Mason, art teacher is
Mr. Nawrot.

JP Eckardt, 6, 1st grade

The Shenandoahs by Colin Eckardt, 9, 4th grade
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Waynewood Elementary School

Ariana Anderson, 7, 1st Grade, Waynewood
Elementary

Christopher Anderson, 10, 5th Grade,
Waynewood Elementary.

Thomas Bruno, 10, 5th grade

My Playground
Charlotte Krell, 5th grade

Family Portrait
Chris Anderson, 5th grade

On Time
Connor Dunn, 4th grade

Time Flies
Daniella Lawson, 4th grade

Community Helper
Abbey Beatty, 2nd grade

My Friend and I
Alexandra Mayo, 2nd grade

Community Helper
Charlotte Heimbach, 2nd
grade

Wise Owl
Dakota Todd, 2nd grade

Friends
Isabella Pidgeon, 2nd grade

Ella Adams, 5th grade Tiger Sculpture
Jason Murray, 2nd grade

My Dog
Kayla Tanner, 2nd grade

We Are Friends
Leah Myers, 2nd grade

My Penguin
Olivia Vieira, 2nd grade



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  Children’s Gazette  ❖  2012 - 2013  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Waynewood Elementary School

Family Portrait
Abby Hays, 5th grade

Mom’s Panther
Dohan Filzer, 2nd grade

Emma Duncan, 2nd grade

This is Fun
Fiona Durant, 5th grade

Times Tables
Hailey Sherrer

Ahead of Time
Jen Pacaro, 4th grade

What a Playground
Kelly Riley, Bea Heratsch, Vivian Purser and Ian
McLellan

Time Out
Maggie Thompson, 4th grade

Reaction Print Bubble
Nick Hubbe, 6th grade
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Black Squirrel
A small black squirrel
Scurries on the ground looking
For nuts and berries.

— Annie Bacon, 10

Haiku
Few leaves on the ground
Came from empty and bare trees
Cold November air

— Amédé Karina-Plun, 10

Christmas
Christmas is a wonderful time of the

year.
It’s filled with joy and cheer,
Love and hope are all around.
So, no need to sit around and mope
Jump up and be merry like all the

other folk!
— Ana Jones, 9

Haiku
It’s chilly outside
The sun gives a sweet twinkle
Soft chirps like a song

— Julia Simpson, 10

Fall Animals
Everything is still
Two birds are looking for food
Squirrels are getting nuts

— Kelli Crider, 11

Haiku
It’s cold and quiet
It feels empty, bare, and dead
Squirrels eat and move

— Maya Brennig, 10

Christmas Time
Winter fun is here
It is almost Christmas Day
Santa is coming

— Nicky McBroom, 11

Thanksgiving Poem
- untitled

I love Thanksgiving, it is fun.
I do not like it when dinner is done.
My mother told me the story of the

Pilgrims and the Indians too,
I hope you love Thanksgiving as much

as I do!
— Kacie Crider, 8, Ms. Walker

Thanksgiving
Acrostic poem

Travel
Hard times
Animals
Native Americans
Kindness from Indians
Seafood
Grateful
Icy cold
Visitors
Inspiring
New World
Good food
— Kacie Crider, 8, Ms. Walker

Christmas Dinner
Turkey, turkey in the forest
Running through the trees
If you get caught you’ll be fried
Then get eaten
Then you’ll be in belly!

— Nate Sinn, 6, Ms. Walker

Firefly
Flaming rocket in space heading to-

wards us …
“How big are you?” asked a little boy.
“Why not one inch high,” said the fire-

fly.
— Ryan Lien, 8, Ms. Walker

Pocahontas
Pocahontas did not go to school. The

Native Americans did not eat hot dogs
or chicken nuggets. They ate corn and
vegetables. And each morning
Pocahontas jumped into the river for a
bath. She even did this in the winter!

— Elizabeth Westhoven, 6, Ms.

Walker

Snowflakes
Snowflake, go flake,
Little, tiny water drop,
Snowflake, snowflake
Snowy, little snowflake.

— Emma Richards, 9, 3rd

grade, Mrs. Messinger

Aquinas Montessori School

My Robot
Friend
Marilyn
Bruno, 4,
Aquinas
Montessori
School

Natalie Simpson, 7, Ms.
Walker’s Lower Elemen-
tary Class

Lucas Garvey, 8, Ms.
Walker’s Lower Elemen-
tary Class

Benjamin Sim, 7, Ms.
Walker’s Lower Elementary
Class

St. Louis Catholic School

Adelle Bottcher, 3rd grade William Bottcher, 4th grade
Angel by Anna Lee, 1st

grade

Katie Boyle, 4th grade
Courtney LaRochelle, 3rd
grade James Mirvish, 5th grade

The Voters
The United States of America,
The great democratic nation
Is a melting pot of religions, cultures and social classes
Though we are all different, the one thing we share is the equal right to

vote.

The poor woman born into poverty,
From dusk to dawn she works.
She has barely enough money for food and rent.
She votes to higher wages and government money well spent.

The elder who has lived through many conflicts,
And is struggling to make ends meet.
He worries about his grandchildren’s future.
He votes for an improved social security system.

The new 18 year old who is finding her way,
she’s done.
She votes for lower tuition rates because her life has only just begun.

The immigrant who gave up his country and moved to the USA,
He wants to worship his religion freely.
He hopes people will treat him like an equal.
He votes for someone who wants to keep religious freedoms.

The middle class woman who lives a good life,
And doesn’t want to pay more for the things she needs.
She wants the government to find way to balance the budget.
She votes for lower income taxes and affordable health care.

The great thing about democracy and having equal rights to vote
Is no matter if you’re rich or poor,
Male or female, black or white,
Your vote carries as much power as everyone else’s.

—  Alexandria Puskar, Carl Sandburg Middle School

Carl Sandburg Middle
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Offers valid at following location. Other restrictions may apply.
Offer valid for new customers or those not in class 6 months or longer.

Mt. Vernon/Alexandria
(703) 765-0142 – mlabruno2000@yahoo.com

Old Town/Alexandria
(703) 786-6583 – jazrmom1@gmail.com

See Stratford Landing,  Page 18

Stratford Landing Elementary

What Makes a
Good Friend

A good friend never says mean things to you.
A good friend always shares her books with you.
A good friend never says you look bad.
A good friend always saves you a seat.
A good friend never ignores you.
A good friend makes you happy when you feel

sad.
A good friend always chats with you.
A good friend never leaves you out.
A good friend always takes your side, even when

you are wrong.
I always try to be a good friend.

— Stephanie Levy, 7, 2
nd

 grade

A Short Story
Long ago, in a town called Fish Island, lived a 10-

year-old girl named Josie. Josie did not have a lot
of money, but she had a lot of hope.

One day, she was walking home from school and
she found a wallet. She took the wallet home and
asked her Mom to help her return it to whoever lost
it. Josie’s mom opened the wallet and saw that it
belonged to the woman who made her own clothes
and lived all alone.

Josie and her mom looked for the woman’s
house and gave her the wallet back. The woman
was so happy that she got her wallet back, so she
gave Josie all of the money that was in the wallet
as a thank you.

Josie took the money and gave the woman a hug.
Then she and her mom went to the store and
bought food and water and gave it all to the home-
less people of Fish Island. That night, Josie had
very good dreams because she knew that the home-
less people were happily eating and drinking.

The End
— Stephanie Levy, 7, 2

nd
 grade

Writing

Pointless
 (Don’t Read It, It’s Pointless)
This is a pointless story. It has no meaning.

What! You’re still here? I can’t believe you! It is
pointless! Pointless! Pointless! Pointless! Got it?
You’re wasting your time! Go do something that is
not pointless. You are making the wrong choice ….
you are still here?!? Oh, My Gosh! How many times
do I have to tell you? Pointless! Go do some home-
work. Apple! Ha! Got you! Pointless! Get out of
here! Uggggh. Well if you’re not going to leave, we
should, um, well what ever. HGPh …. I can’t be

Christmas Time by Sophie
Anderson, 10, 5th grade
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309-C Cameron Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703.549.2880

scriptorium-alexandria.com

50% off Christmas items
beginning December 26th at 10:30 am

Since 1976

stationery • invitations • calligraphy

Bryant Alternative High School

Clay shoe from observation, ceramics project,
by FrezerCeramic Tea Set by Nebiyu

Scene from Everyday Life, clay relief, by Dayana

Flower vase, Ceramic and Raku
firing, by Johana

Ceramic Chip & Dip Platter by Blanca
Mandala, Watercolor by Gery
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Montebello

Montebello Marketing
Incorporated
703-548-5958
800-446-4187
LoisCRBCRS@aol.com
MontebelloMarketing.com

Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Real Estate Broker
Licensed in Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia

Serving the Washington Metropolitan Area since 1978

Rare tranquility and city proximity:
Gated, 31+ acre wooded enclave,
adjacent to Metro.

Convenience: Restaurant, dry
cleaners, convenience store, indoor
and outdoor pools, tennis courts …
and pet friendly.

Choice: One, two and three
bedroom floor plans.

And history: George Washington
dined here with Lord Byron Fairfax,
original owner of “Mount Eagle.”

Fairfax County’s Best Kept Secret?

See Woodley Hills,

Page 17

Woodley Hills Elementary

Fall Leaves watercolor by Chaplain Adusei, 8, 3rd grade, Miss Hammond, and art teacher Miss Shoup

The Poem
Red berries are red,
Blue berries are blue,
Roses are sweet
And you are, too.

— Essi Amah, 3
rd

 grade,

Ms. Crawford

If I Could Be
Invisible

If I could be invisible I would do any-
thing I want. I would do things people
couldn’t do. I would call myself Jimmy
the Hero.

If somebody was mean to me I would
go invisible and hunt them every night.
I would save kids and team up with
other heroes like Batman or Bob the
Amazing. I would beat up evil villains.
I would do amazing things. I could be
stealthy and when the bad guys run
away I would show myself to the civil-
ian. I would tell them to keep it a secret
and sometimes I wouldn’t even tell them
if I was in a hurry.

I would like being invisible because
nobody would know you’re there, so
they would never know my secret unless
I tell them. I could be the best. Evil vil-
lains would be scared because they
won’t know what or who beat them up.
I could be the best person ever!

— Faisal Hassan, 9, 4
th

 grade,

Ms. McDonald
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Hope Kindles
the Fire

The American Dream varies for each
American citizen. For one it could be
traveling around the world. For another
it could be having a big family and a
white picket fence. For others, the
dream is simply having freedom. My
American Dream is that the government
changes the immigration laws. Many
kids are separated from their parents
because their parents are deported back
to their country, while the children stay
in America because they were born in
the USA. I also wish that people who are
undocumented can go to college be-
cause many kids with strong potential
are not given the opportunity. To
change this I hope to be an immigration
lawyer when I grow up. I was born in
America, but my parents are immi-
grants. My parents are an example of
the American Dream. They came here in
hopes of establishing a better future for
themselves, and their families. They
achieved their dreams. I hope that one
day I will be able to grasp mine.

— Leslie Umanzor, 13, 8
th

grade, Ms. Grinnan

Pen and Paper
All I need for my imagination to flee

is pen and paper
It flows like horses running down a

field
It flows like a river coming out of me
And all I need for imagination to flee

is pen and paper
— Tayler Martin, 12, 7

th
 grade,

Ms. Grinnan

Signs of Fall!
The colorful leaves lie on the peace-

ful ground.
The trees are bursting with leaves,

very, very colorful leaves indeed!
CRUNCH! go the leaves when I step

on them.
The temperature is warm but has a

chilly touch and wind to it. Brrrrrrrrr!
The wind just bit at me.

I notice the last birds are migrating.
I see a large hole in the ground, prob-

ably for hibernation.
I catch the whiff of decomposing

plants and dead leaves for a second.
— Arjun Ramakrishnan, 8, 3rd

grade, Mr. Lowder

Signs of Fall!!
Trees are changing their colors. Their

brown, orange, yellow, and red leaves
look like birds falling to the ground.
CRUNCH! CRUNCH! CRUNCH! The
leaves scream when I step on them.
Squeak! Squeak! Squeak! The squirrels
like Fall very much.

— Olivia Barsa, 8, 3rd grade,

Mr. Lowder

When a Flower
Blooms

When a flower blooms
a child is born
When a flower blooms
the sun comes out
When a flower blooms
the moon comes out
When a flower blooms

Writings from Browne Academy

Browne Academy

St. Aidan’s Day School

The Nativity by Nora Wild, Kindergarten

Scarecrow by Sophia Six,
Kindergarten

Scarecrow by Nicolas
Dunne, Kindergarten

Zebra: Sophie Atkisson, 7,
2nd grade, Lauren Bildner
Frog: Zoe North, 7, 2nd
grade, Lauren Bildner

Bird: Emily Jacobson, 7,
2nd grade, Lauren Bildner
Frog: William Gunter, 7,
2nd grade, Lauren Bildner

Gator: Andrew Lazarski, 7,
2nd grade, Lauren Bildner
Deer: Harrison White, 8,
2nd grade, Lauren Bildner

Boy Diving by Nick Arrighetti, 13, 7th
grade, Jenn Lam

Diving by Kate Simpson, 13, 7th grade,
Jenn Lam

Tennis by Ryan McGlynn, 13, 7th grade,
Jenn Lam

Anthony Dmytrijuk, 11,
5th grade, Jenn Lam

Quentin Southall, 11,
5th grade, Jenn Lam

Elyssar Grimmett, 10,
5th grade, Jenn Lam

Matthew Lettieri, 10,
5th grade, Jenn Lam

Anna Larson, 6, 1st
grade, Jenn Lam
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Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

Sweet and
Savory Crêpes,
Steak Frites,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night

WE AT THE BREAD & WATER COMPANY WOULD
LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR NEW NEIGHBORS AND
NEIGHBORS-TO-BE A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR

AS WE PREPARE TO MOVE INTO OUR NEW HOME.
WE BELIEVE IT IS NOT MERE COINCIDENCE THAT
THIS MOVE INTO SUCH A STORIED AND BELOVED

INSTITUTION AS THE FORMER BRENNER’S BAKERY
IS HAPPENING DURING THIS SEASON OF FAMILY

TRADITION, AND WE LOOK FORWARD
TO SHARING AND BUILDING UPON

THAT HISTORY OF QUALITY, CARE AND COMMUNITY,
AS WE BRING OUR OWN FAMILY TRADITION AND

ETHIC TO LIFE WITH YOU.

TO ALL OF YOU FROM ALL OF US,
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2013!

SINCERELY…MARKOS PANAS

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture
for more than 100 years, the Royal
Restaurant offers the best in Greek,
Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken,
seafood, pasta and full salad bar
complete with special children’s
menu items.

   Food
 fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street,
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

703-548-1616
www.theroyalrestaurant.com
~ Award-winning wine menu ~

Major credit cards accepted

Happy
2013!

Celebrate the New Year
Italian Trattoria Style

Three-course Dinner with Champagne or House Wine
includes balloons, noisemakers, hats, etc.

Enjoy the
Romance of Music

by Bob Williams
on the Piano
and a few arias
by Franco, too!

305 S. Washington Street, Old Town  •  703-548-9338  •  www.trattoriadafranco.com

Franco &
his staff

wish you a
Joyful 2013!

• Special Three-Course dinner menu only after 7:30 p.m.
 • Early seating available

5:00–7:00 p.m. featuring
our regular

& special
menu

Special
Menu
Includes:

• Fillet of Salmon with Caviar
• Linguine with Mixed Seafood
• Roast Leg of Lamb with Rosemary
• Veal with Cream Brandy Sauce

Don’t Miss Opera
Night Every Month

• Mondays......Italian Class
and Toastmasters

• Tuesdays......Complimentary
chocolate grappa with dinner entrée

• Wednesdays....Jazz Night
with Bob Williams

• Fridays......Sophisticated Swing
with Betsy Ruderfer

• Saturdays...Accordion and Piano
with Roberto

• Sundays...European-Style Brunch

703-836-4442
www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

203 The Strand
Alexandria, VA

“...casual dining
at its very best”

Ring in 2013 with Chadwicks!

Join us New Year’s Eve
and New Year’s Day

904 King Street • Old Town Alexandria
703-717-9873

HOURS
New Year’s Eve - 11:00am - 1:00am
New Year’s Day - 12:00pm - 10:00pm

Join Us for New Year’s Eve Prior to the
Old Town First Night Celebration.

- 2 pizzas & bottle of wine
- $50 (all night long)
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Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week

Bradlee Belle View
3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.

703.820.8600 571.384.6880
www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

HOLIDAY HOURS
•9 am–6 pm: New Year’s Eve

•Closed New Year’s Day

Fort Hunt Elementary

Submitted by art specialist Nikki Oditt

Meghan Okom Ela, 6th grade

Naomi Marin, 5th grade

Jordan McDonald, 2nd grade

Ian Black, 4th grade

Conner Crowley, 1st grade
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b

b
b

b

b
b

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

From Page 11

Woodley Hills Elementary

My Snail Story
Once upon a time there were two snails and they

were best friends, they were like brothers. Their
names were Toby and P.J. One day they went to
the park to play on the slide. That was their favor-
ite thing to do in the park. When they got there
something happened … there was a mean, big boy
named Jake. He was really mean. He would always
sit on the slide when somebody was trying to go on
it and stop them from going down. They asked
Jake, “Can you please get up?” He said “No!”

Toby and P.J. were really upset. “We are going
to tell on you!” they said. So then Toby and P.J.
went to P.J.’s house to go tell on Jake.

‘’Mom! This boy named Jake won’t let me and
Toby down the slide. I asked him if Toby and I can
please, please go down the slide. He said ‘No way.’
Please help us, we love the slide so, so much ever
and the slide is the best thing in the park.”

Mom told P.J. and Toby to go back and try to
work it out with Jake. They decided to go ask him
nicely if he would let them on the slide and tell him
he could go play with his friends and have fun.
They were nervous, because he was really mean.
But they were brave enough to go talk to him. They
both went and said one sentence at a time. He lis-
tened to them, and he said “I’m sorry I’m being a
bully to you. I shouldn’t have done that. I’ve
learned my lesson that I shouldn’t bully anybody.”

So Toby and P.J. got to slide down the slide and
Jake went to go play with other people.

— Kaitlyn Rakes, 8, 3
rd

 grade, Ms.

Fiocchi

Cheesy The Pizza
One day there was a pizza named Cheesy. It was

a plain pizza. Cheesy was sad because no one
would eat him. They would always eat Pepper the
pepperoni pizza. Pepper would always make fun of
Cheesy because no one would pick Cheesy and they
always picked Pepper.

Then one day a man came in. He said he was
going to order a plain pizza. Cheesy was so happy!
It was the first time someone would pick him! But
then he stopped. He pictured how Pepper felt.
Cheesy would always feel sad like Pepper did that
moment. He was right.

Pepper felt sad and told Cheesy, “I am sorry that
I was mean to you and that I would always would
make fun of you.” But it was too late. Cheesy was
gone. Now Cheesy would never hear what Pepper
had to say. From that day on Pepper could never
forgive himself. He could never forget that day or
the days he was mean to Cheesy.
— Lesli Corrales-Argueta, 10, 4

th
 grade,

Ms. McDonald

December
(An acrostic)
December has
Enchanting sugar
Cookies
Especially
Marvelous
Because you
Eat them
Right out of the oven.
— Raima Noel Thorner Puntso, 9, 4

th

grade, Ms. Connors

It’s So White!
The snowflakes are falling,
the sky is white,
the snow is a-calling,
’tis chilly at night,
don’t start a-stalling,
but bundle up tight!
— Raima Noel Thorner Puntso, 9, 4

th

grade, Ms. Connors

Chapter 1: The Puddle
“Jasmine, wait up!” called Jackie, “you know

mom doesn’t like it when you come home sopping
wet.” It was a rainy day and there were lots of
puddles.

“Oh look how pretty this one is, it’s reflecting the
sky.”

“Wait,” puffed Jackie, she unzipped her back-
pack and pulled out two pairs of rain boots.

“Where did you get those?” Jasmine cried.
“I was saving them for a great puddle like this

one,” replied Jackie, “now do you want to wear
them or not?”

“Yes,” cried Jasmine.
“Good,” said Jackie. Once they had put on the

boots, they walked over to the puddle … “On the
count of three, one, two, three! Jump!”

“Ouch!” groaned Jasmine, “I think I fell on my
DS.” There was a soft groan a couple of feet away.
“Jackie is that you?” Jasmine sat up. “You might
want to see this.”

“What? Where are we?” Jackie said in a panicked
tone.

“I have no idea,” replied Jasmine. They were
surrounded by huge trees. “Uh, Jackie,” said Jas-
mine, “do you recognize anything?”

Jackie, who was the animal and plant person in
the family, replied, “These are too big be trees from

earth.”
“You, you think we’re stranded on an alien

planet?” asked Jasmine.
“Don’t be silly, there’s no such thing as aliens!”

said Jackie. “Why?”
“Then what is that?” whispered Jasmine.
“What’s what?” Jackie asked, turning around.

Standing there was something in-between a man
and a beast with tusks and green skin.

“Ogre,” Jasmine whispered, “stay still, they don’t
have very good eyesight, but can feel movement.”

“How do you know that?” Jackie whispered
back.

“I read it in a book, now don’t move!”
“A book! You’ve got to be kidding!” Jackie mut-

tered. The Ogre squinted in their direction.
“Screeeech!!”
The Ogre looked up. Suddenly it turned around

and ran as if its life depended on it. “What the …?”
Jackie said. “Why did it just turn around and run
like that?”

“Cause of that!” Jasmine pointed up. “It’s, it’s, a
dragon!”

“What?” Jackie, too, looked up. Suddenly, two
hands shot out of the bushes and pulled both kids
into the bushes.

“Shhh,” someone whispered. “Don’t move or
she’ll see you.” The two girls were silent. “Follow
me,” the voice said. When they stood up they saw
a tall girl who looked in her teens. She wore jeans
and a green shirt covered by a brown vest. She had
brown hair pulled back in a ponytail, and almond
eyes. She looked a lot like them, but taller. “What
are you kids doing here?” she asked.

“We jumped into a puddle for fun and we ended
up here.”

“You fell through a portal,” she said, as if it was
no big deal. “I’m surprised,” she said. “Most people
die and never make it across a portal.”

— Raima Noel Thorner Puntso, 9, 4
th

grade, Ms. Connors
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

•Patios • Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Landscape Makeovers

Drainage Problems

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

HAULING

HAULING

LANDSCAPING

EmploymentEmployment

Advertising Sales
Full time outside sales in NoVA, minimum 1
year experience in sales environment required.
Print & digital products, salary based on expe-
rience + commission + bonus & benefits.

Send resume & cover letter to:
djanis@valpakva.com

Freelance Reporter
To cover news plus events features

in Mount Vernon. Rewarding,
flexible work, pay is nominal.

Email letter, resume plus clips to
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

Art Graphic Designer (Alexandria, VA)
Dsgn/create art & graphics to meet
client/vendor needs. Work w/
printers, illustrators & photographers.
Mail resume to C. Gray, TGD
Communications, Inc., 901 N. Pitt St.,
Ste 250, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Medical Receptionist/Assistant
Podiatry Practice in

Manassas, Reston, Leesburg
Full Time.

Email Resume: Rpa@restonpodiatry.net

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

From Page 9

Stratford

Landing

lieve you! Wait, where are you going? What are
you doing with that tomahawk? AAAAh! Oh wait,
you missed! HaHa. Oday ouyay peaksay igpay
atinlay? Nope, guess you don’t. This mean WAR!
Oh yeah, I’m back. Seriously you’re still here?
Pointless! Pointless! Pointless!!! I’m calling the FBI!
Nope didn’t work. Apple! Didn’t work either. OK,
let’s play Hide and Seek. You hide, I seek. WHAT?!?
You don’t want to play? I AM ANGRY! POINTLESS!
Go play Angry Pigs. What? It’s called Angry Birds?
Oh I’ve got cookies! They’re in the kitchen. Yes!
Peace and quite. Nooooooo! Joey is leaving. Didn’t
work. Pointless. Ha! Ha! This story is almost done.
P.S. It is done. Don’t close the Mphhhhhh!

— Andrew Kieffer, 10, 5
th

 grade

Gold Medal Moment
As I was walking into regionals I see a lot of faces

in the crowd. Trish says “you better win Princess,
it’s been long enough.”

“You understand you’re making this worse.” I
say.

“Well coach might kick you off the team, you’ve
never won gold,” Trish says, with a concerned look.

Coach calls me over before I could say anything
else. He says “Princess there is no pressure, but
remember I have faith in you.” He looks serious and
sympathetic at the same time.

I say, “I‘ll make you proud coach,” with a big
smile on my face. Then coach says “I know you
will.’’

When I was warming up on the sidelines, my
name was called. I get on the floor I had a big smile
on my face. I start with a sharp round off back
handspring back handspring two and a half punch
front. After that I am flying across the spring floors.
I am flawless. By the time I knew it, my routine was
done, perfect.

Trish starts crying and says, “You were spectacu-
lar.”

I just smile. When my name is called for the gold
medal, I almost fainted, I feel like I am dreaming.

I go up to the podium and the medal is placed
over my neck. She says “Congratulations Princess.”
I cry for joy and pain too, but that was definitely a
gold medal moment.

— Princess Edemobi, Ms. Oswald

Reflection by Dawn Fenton,
5th grade, Ms. Oswald

Santa Dog by Katharine Niles
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rr ss tt   sseessss ii oonn   

wwhheenn   yyoouu   mmeenntt ii oonn   tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

12 Commercial Lease

1500 SF 
AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

SOUTH OLD TOWNE 
ALEXANDRIA

S WASHINGTON 
AND WILKES STREETS

CALL LIZ HARRINGTON
703-837-0950

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Geraldine C. Hager of Alexandria, Virginia formerly of Ft.
Myers Beach, FL and Highland Falls, NY, left us to join her
husband, father, and mother early in the morning on
December 13, 2012.

Gerry, or DeeDee as she was known to her family, was born
May 27, 1925 in West Point, New York.   DeeDee was the
only child of Eleanor and Paul Taneyhill. She grew up and
went to school in Highland Falls, NY.  DeeDee was the high
school prom dancing partner for the famous actor Charles
Durning, and she never lost her dancing chops.

It was in Highland Falls that she met and married John
Hager, the love of her life, in 1948. Her husband worked as
a contractor in New York before they retired to Florida in
the late 1960s.  Although she and Johnny were unable to
have children of their own, after she retired from her fed-
eral job with the Social Security Administration, DeeDee
enjoyed being able to take care of the Yancey grandchildren.

In 2006 DeeDee Hager moved to Alexandria to live with her
cousin Phyllis Yancey.  In the neighborhood she was known
for baking a mean apple pie, an incredible key lime pie, a
wicked dump cake, and for writing prolific thank you notes.
Around town she was everyone’s favorite patron, spreading
kindness and laughter to workers at her bank, doctors’
offices, dry cleaners, and hair salon.

DeeDee was a devoted member of St. Rita’s Catholic
Church. She is survived and will be desperately missed by
her cousins Phyllis Yancey, Pat Aller,  Bill Engle, Fred
Engle, Bill Yancey, Annette Allgood, Mary Jo Morgan, their
spouses and children, and her Beverley Hills neighborhood.

There will be a Mass of Christian Burial for Mrs. Hager at
2pm on December 22, 2012 at St. Rita’s Catholic Church in
Alexandria, Virginia. Funeral arrangements are being han-
dled by Everly-Wheatley Funeral Home.  Mrs. Hager will be
laid to rest in Southern Palms Memorial Gardens Cemetery,
in North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

Obituary

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Seasoned Firewood
Topping, trimming, Stump Grinding

Lic. & Ins!
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Leaf &
Tree Removal

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com
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Hollin Meadows Elementary I Wonder Who?
I stared into a mirror
And a bunny stared back
I stumbled back in surprise
And hopped into an old brown sack.

I pulled my ears over my eyes
I was filled with all sorts of whos, wheres and whys
I hopped over to the mirror once more
When suddenly someone knocked at the door

In came a girl with bright red hair
She had rosy cheeks and skin that was fair
I knew this girl very well
She came in with a string and a jingly bell

She picked me up and took me out
I still wonder what that thing was about
She put me down on the grassy ground
While I still wondered what I found

I wondered who made that amazing thing
Was that an inventor who was a wearing a ring?
All these questions made me think more
Even if I had ideas I wasn’t quite sure

I hopped back into the house to see the thing more clear
I saw the bunny again when I got more near
As I got closer I discovered in shock that bunny was me!
I stared in wonder at the face I always wanted to see

I hopped outside and dragged the girl in
I pawed at myself in the strange clear thing
She laughed, “yes it’s you.” and she sat down and wriggled the string
She laughed again and untangled me and said, “silly little thing!”

I took a look at clear object and saw myself and smiled
I wondered who made this magical thing he must be wild!
I thought and thought then thought some more!
Even if I had ideas I still wasn’t sure!!

I frowned no matter how hard I thought I wouldn’t get it right!
I looked up at the ceiling and squinted at the light
I took another look at the strange clear thing, you don’t know what it is, do you?
The creator of this thing has to be really smart, hmm … I wonder who …?
The End

— Shachi Dahal, 4th Grade,

Ms. Melton, Hollin Meadows Elementary

Brecken McDermott, 10, 5th grade

Aidan Petretich, 2nd grade

Hayden Kirkley, 2nd grade

Max Marshall, 6th grade
Melissa Quintanilla Rivera,
3rd grade

Xhedrich Brandon, 6th
grade

Wesley Johnson, 3rd grade

Priscilla Kyobutungi, 6th
grade

Ruby Dankmyer, 6th grade Tale’s Vicenty, 6th grade

Roger Flores, 2nd grade
Paola Medrano, 5th grade
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Hollin Meadows Elementary

Tamiya Berry, 3rd grade Logan Marshall, 6th grade
Lesbeth Flores-Herrera, 3rd
grade Kiki McDonnell, 6th grade Kayla Cranford, 2nd grade

Grace Bloom, 6th gradeHaley Alonzo, 3rd gradeHalley Roy, 6th gradeJosh Pagett, 3rd grade

Farrin McMaster, 6th grade Erica Martin, 6th grade Dylan Board, 3rd grade Cynthia Contreras Velasco,
6th grade

Conor Cushman, 6th grade

Anna Christensen, 6th
gradeAvery Ross, 3rd grade

Bella Martinez, 3rd gradeBridget Kennedy, 6th gradeCesar Castro Flores, 3rd
grade

Jeweliette Harris, 6th grade
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I enjoy karate. My teacher is called Sensei.
He teaches me how to spar, punch the punch-
ing bag and how to kick. He encourages me to
keep on trying. Karate class is fun. I am learn-
ing how to stretch and fight. I look forward to
learning new karate.
— Douglas Altree, 7, 2nd Grade, Ms.

Sutton

I started horseback riding a few months ago
at Shady Brook Stables. The day I learned to
trot I was scared. When I got on my brown
horse Lucky I felt better. I said to Lucky “Walk
on” and I felt shaky. Then I said “Trot please.”
He started to trot. It was very bumpy. I stopped
Lucky. I did it! I was so happy!

— Moira Jamberdino, 7, 2nd Grade,

Ms. Sutton

I went to Hershey Park on summer break. I
stayed there for two days. I got to go on a lot
of rides. I got to see some friends. I went to the
Hershey Park factory. I got to make my own
chocolate bar. I went on a rollercoaster. It went
really high up then it went backwards all the
way down. There was one ride that had two
loopdy loops. It was called the sooperdooper
looper. I went to the front yard of the hotel. I
got to make s’mores. When I was at the park I
went on one ride that was called the dropping
tower. That was the last day I was there. The
next day I had to leave. I had a great time at
Hershey Park.

— Owen Katz, 7, 2nd Grade, Ms.

Parker

The U.S. Basketball
Team Goes for the Gold

The United States Men’s Basketball team,
made up of all stars, has had a great history.
In 2012 and in the past, success was built on
cooperation and communication. Winning gold
in Olympic basketball is not a one-man job.
They used cooperation to move the ball around
for an open shot or lane to the hole. Players
cooperate when they throw the ball up in the
air for an alley-oop. When Chris Paul passed to
LeBron James, he could have taken the shot,
but he knew LeBron would have a better shot.
As we know, there are a lot of great stars in the
Olympics, so it is fun to watch them play to-
gether on the same team. In the NBA these
players compete with each other, but in the
Olympics, they work together to become un-
beatable. When he recalled his experience in
the Dream Team in 1992, Magic Johnson said,
“I take it down the court and look to my right,
I see Larry Bird. I then look to my left and there
is Michael Jordan. I don’t know who to pass it
to” (Magic Johnson in 1992).

Cooperation is important on defense, too.
The U.S. players have to cover for their team-
mates if a man gets through them. This often
requires communication. Communication is a
huge part of team sports, especially basketball.
Your teammates, when they are open, will
communicate which gives the one control of
the ball an indication where to look and pass.
For the alley-oop a player communicates with
a gesture. For example, Kobe Bryant nods his
head indicating an alley-oop to Kevin Durant
(Dream Team USA Basketball 2012 High-
lights). The phrase “man on” is another thing
you might hear; it tells the ball handler that
there is a defender coming. Communication
helps a team to all be on the same page. Co-
operation and communication go together. To
cooperate, players must communicate. These
make it possible for a group of individual play-
ers to play as The Dream Team.

P.S. A team has to trust one another or they
would all become ball hogs. The 2012 Olym-
pic Dream Team had to trust one another to
mark good players on the other team, which is
a hard task. They had to trust the teammates
to not shoot every time they got the ball or to
not give the ball to the other team. The Olym-
pic Dream Team cooperated, communicated,
and trusted one another, which led to an easy
win for the gold!

— Mike Miller, 11, 6
th

 Grade, Ms.

Zaleski

Writings

Alexandria Country Day School

Artwork from

Ms. Tacktill’s classes.

Emma Gilman, 10,
5th grade

Dustin Gardner, 10, 4th grade
Will Brzezinski, 13, 7th grade

Olivia Purefoy, 7, 2nd grade

Allie Ryder, 9, 4th grade

Charlie Sagely, 7, 2nd grade
Katie Mathews, 8, 3rd grade

Abby Stephenson, 13,
8th grade

Keith Lee, 10, 5th grade
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