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Children’s Connection 2012

Waples Mill Elementary Art Gallery

Artwork submitted by H.Sarina Haris, art specialist.

My Family, by Lily Drummond, First grade

Contour Shoes,
by Alex El-Naggar,
fifth grade

My House, by Audrey D.Yang, Kindergarten

Butterfly, by Daniel Lee, Second grade
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Dear Readers:
This week, the Vienna and Oakton Con-

nection turns over its pages to the youth
and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response, as always, was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2013 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

Welcome

Children’s Connection 2012

Cameron Rouse, James Madison High School, 12th grade, painting

By Victoria Choi,
18, 12th grade,
Marshall High

By Cara, Third
grade, Our
Lady of Good
Counsel Catho-
lic Church and
School

By Fiona Kluge, Third grade, Waples Mill Elementary

By Ishmeet Singh, 12, Seventh grade, Thoreau Middle School
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By Kelly Jackson, 13, Seventh grader By Cindy Lee, 13, Seventh grader

By Carly Rogers, 12, Seventh graderBy April Clark, 12, Seventh grader

By Allison Sciuto, 12, Seventh grader

By Alison Maillet, 14, Eighth grader

By Andrew Keehan,
13, Eighth grader

Thoreau Middle

Art Gallery

Submitted by Art Teacher
Michele Physioc.



Vienna/Oakton Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2012 - 2013  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

Children enjoy our
entertainment

center when
they have their

check-up.
LASER procedure

available for children!
Some fillings done without novocaine!

Bi-Monthly
Drawing for

No-Cavity-Club
Winner

Children’s Connection 2012

Leaving the Ground
By Emily Calhoun

Eighth grade/Kilmer Middle School

My wings ruffle, opening wide and full
The breeze tickles my face, leaving it calm and cool
The skyscrapers that are spread out before me
Beckon and coax me to jump and be free
But yet I cannot leave this nest and fly
The world is too scary and bright and I am too shy
It is all so tempting to dance above the clouds
But I am forever hidden with this dark, thick shroud
One day I know, I will have the courage to take

flight
But for now, I am stuck on the runway with no

wind in sight

Think Green
By Jordan McMillen

Fifth grade/Flint Hill School)

I hear the rich family
from the shack next door.
I see the mice
scurry around
looking for scraps.
A dim light
from the kitchen
behind me,
shines down on my straw bed.
The world is a wasteland
just because
we have been reckless.
WHOA!!
I wake up
sweating buckets.
I feel
I have a sudden urge
to do something…
Green!

Winter Storm
By Shaazia Ahmed, 13

Eighth grade/ Kilmer Middle

Tree branches are hanging low to the ground
Pushed down by the ice cold hands of white snow
The footprints of kids who ran all around
Even under the trees that hung so low
And still the snow fell so steady and fast

Covering the now quiet and empty street
It fell without stopping while the night passed
Until it was a white blanket tucked neat
All the kids ran outside in their warm clothes,
and some shivering snowmen began to form
They stayed out all day and many had froze
but they didn’t care they loved winter storms
the snow  outside was a beautiful sight
I really loved it with all of my might

Dusk
By Tess Brady

Fifth grade/Louise Archer ES

Dusk is a full book,
Filled with what you did that day.
Starting with your alarm,
Like a firefly’s blinking light.
Ending with snoring,
Like a stampeding elephant.
Going to school,
And riding the bus,
Like it is in rhythm.
Having practice,
Like it is everything in my life.
Then playing a game,
Like we have to win.
Everyone’s story is a snowflake,
They are all different.
You can choose your own story,
With your mind
Dusk is a full book,
With your discoveries from that day.

A Winter Day
By Anjali Sardana, 10

Fifth grade/Louise Archer Elementary

My hair is billowing in the wind
Newspapers dancing doing the tango,
Snow is falling like a feather dropped from heaven
Cradled gently to the ground.
I walk past the frozen lake thick enough to skate

on.
I see birds flying high in the sky then landing on

the frozen lake
Flailing about like amateur skaters.
Old man’s hat galloping away in the wind,
As excited children make snowmen and women.
Slowly the sun comes out melting these treasures

away.

Lauve Gladstone,
James Madison
High, 12th grade,
computer graphics

Poets’ Corner
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Hardwood Flooring

Wall-to-Wall Carpet

ROBERTS
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Ice House

Jimmys

N
Station St.

Owned & Operated by the same
family for 48 years!

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street,
Herndon

Around the corner from the Ice House
Across the street from the Fire Station

Hours:
Mon, Tues, Thur & Fri: 9-6

Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 9-3
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www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

Armstrong
Bruce
Mirage
Shaw

Karastan
Mohawk

Shaw

Ends Jan. 15, 2013

Children’s Connection 2012

The Labrador
 By Ellie Madison Socher, 12,

Seventh grade/Thoreau Middle

Up and out of his crate, slowly walking,
Stretching across the room.

Into the bedroom to wake his owner.
Once woken, he asks for a quick groom.

Sprints to his dish, then gobbles down his food,
Spots a squirrel outside all alone.

Darts outside to chase it,
But only finds his dirty bone.

He scavengers the yard for squirrels,
After finding squirrels no more,
As loud as a New York Street,

He barks at the door.
Searching all day for excitement,

He is left only with his toy stuffed animal.
He chews it so ecstatically,

You might mistake him as a cannibal.
After another long day passes,

His fur shines like the sun as he lays.
Falling asleep.

Only to wait for the next day.

Worst Thing That Happened to Me
By Daniel Gerke, 14,

Eighth grade/Kilmer Middle

The worst thing that has ever happened to me was when I broke
my wrist in basketball practice. My team was two weeks away from
the playoffs, and I ended up missing the last two regular season
games, as well as our one playoff game, which we lost. I broke my
wrist by getting caught off my feet and when I came down, I braced
my fall with my wrist. This was tough to deal with, considering I had
never broken a bone before, and I felt like I was letting the team
down. This also made my life a little bit tougher because I couldn’t
do some everyday things with the brace on. I didn’t even think that I
broke it because I didn’t know what the pain was like for a broken
bone. Those six weeks with the cast on my wrist were the toughest
of my life.

A White Christmas
By Emily Courson, 12,

Seventh grade/Thoreau Middle

The snow has fallen, its Christmas morning. When we wake up the
tree is lit, and snow has fallen. It’s my first white Christmas. When
we open our gifts our faces light up we have received what we
wanted.  It’s a marvelous day to be passed down for ages, through
life times. The snow will soon melt as we know too well, so we enjoy
it. The small icicles are dripping. You can hear the drip, drop, drip if
you listen strongly. As the day ends we wish it will come again, a
white Christmas.

Why I am Supportive of
Video Games

By Timothy Chan

Eighth grade/ Kilmer Middle

I don’t understand why most parents are against kids playing video
games. It has been proven that playing video games can boost
people’s creativity and hand-eye coordination. It slows down the
effects of aging and makes the brain think. One study even said that
when people play video games they don’t feel much pain because it
takes their mind off it.

Adults emphasize that children should spend a lot of time reading.

I don’t complain because I love reading. However, I still prefer video
games over books. Sure, reading a book can take you to imaginary
places, but why do that when you can be in that world virtually
through video games? Plus, in the video game you can enjoy the
freedom of being in control. In a book you can’t manage how a
character does something.  In addition, it is not always true that
books have better plots than video games. In my opinion, Kingdom
Hearts’ storyline is better and far more emotional than Harry
Potter’s.

Above all other reasons, playing a video game is just simply fun,
whether it’s conquering Bowser in Mario or winning first place at a
race in Gran Turismo. There’s always the pride of defeating an
enemy or beating the storyline. Playing with friends and family at a
multiplayer or party game can make unforgettable memories. I truly
believe that playing video games is a great experience, and that
everyone should find their inner gamer. It doesn’t matter if it’s a
strategy game or  Pac-Man, anyone can enjoy their share of man’s
greatest invention- video games.

What is one thing that you would
change about school?

Lawrence Wang,

12, seventh grade, Kilmer Middle

If I could change one thing about school, I would have a class that
teaches how to learn. Nowadays, if kids could learn how to learn,
they would do much better in school. This class could teach how to
take notes, how to read effectively, how to plan ahead, and much
more. This way, kids can actually enjoy school more because they
know how to learn.

Creative Writing

By Elaine Zeng, 12, Sixth grade, Colvin Run Elementary
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www.tm-remodeling.com
(703) 951-3298 • info@tm-remodeling.com

Expert Kitchen &
Bathroom Remodeling

Family Owned & Operated
Licensed, Bonded and Insured

25 Years of
Experience

Free at Home
Consultation
& Estimates

Expires 2/28/12 Expires 2/28/12

FREE Granite or
Marble Vanity Top

FREE Granite
Countertop

w/Bathroom Remodel w/Kitchen Remodel

132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA
Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

Maplewood Grill

Live Entertainment
Mon thru Sat

 703-281-0070

Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 27 Years

Join Us for
New Year’s Eve!
   Live Entertainment from

            8:00 pm into the New Year.
           See Web Site for Menu.

Brunch
Every

Sunday

Children’s Connection 2012

Writing Samples

From Louise Archer

Submitted by the third grade
teacher Natacha Moore.

The best gift I ever got
was my mom and dad be-
cause they take care of me,
love me and they’re loyal.
The special thing about
them is they are the best
parents ever!

— Sophia Laubner, 8

I’m mostly looking for-
ward to Christmas because
I love to see the smile on
people’s faces. Like the time
I gave my little brother a
toy dinosaur. He was so
happy and when I saw the
smile on his face it made
me feel all warm inside. It
made me feel like giving ev-
eryone a present.

—Meg Borrowman, 9

I want to add double recess to
school, half days on Thursdays,
extra math on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, extra PE and a lot
more music. I want less social
studies and double the school
hours. I want more science and 30
more minutes of lunch and library
three times a week. That’s how I
would change school.

— Benji Frederick, 8

The best gift I have ever received
was a foosball table, because I re-
ally wanted one. The master at
foosball in my family is my dad. He
played in college every day, and to
this day I still have the foosball table.

— JT Landwehr, 9

The best gift that I have ever
received was my dog. I love her
because she loves me, just like
families do. Some people say that
bull dogs are ugly, but I don’t ar-
gue. I just say if you bug my dog,

she’s not going to like it. I let her
lick my face as much as she wants.
I don’t mind because she loves me.
My sister hides from her. She is
scared of germs. I don’t care, she’s
my dog. I’m a dog lover.

— Mary Yacura, 8

If I could give my parents any
gift in the world that didn’t cost
any money it would be an animal.
It would be an animal made of clay
because my mom and dad love
animals. I would color red and
yellow.

— Dhylan Henry, 9

If I could give my parents a
present that didn’t cost any money
it would be a treasure box that had
a picture of my family. I would also
include a note saying how great
they are, because it is true, they
are the greatest parents ever! I
would have hearts and smiley
faces on it, and it would be rain-

bow colored with lots of
details. It would have all of
our favorite colors on it.
They reason why I would
do this is because it would
make them feel love by me
and remind them of me
when they look inside.

— Ella Stivison-

Moran, 8

Sometimes I have prob-
lems reading and some-
times I have problems in
math. I love reading and I
love school because it
makes you good at math
and science. When I grow
up I want to be a teacher. If
I want to be a teacher I
know I have to read a lot. I
want to be a teacher be-
cause I will learn a lot. My
favorite food is pizza, pasta
and apples. Eating well will
help me to run fast and big.

—Angel Ramirez, 8

The best thing that I ever re-
ceived was my family, my sisters,
my brother, my mom, my dad and
my dog because they complete my
life. Without them I’m nothing.

— Emily Romero, 8

The worst thing that ever hap-
pened to me was when I broke my
arm. When I broke my arm it was
during the summer. I had to miss
the amusement park. I wanted to
cry. I had to stay at the hospital
for 12 hours.

— Sam Degges, 9

What is my favorite animal? Well,
I really like all animals because they
are all so nice and different, like
with fur, feathers and things like
that. I like dogs and geckos because
they are awesome and creative and
they both are cool looking.

— Aubrey Lunger, 8

Fantastic Cat, by Selina Sun, second
grade, Waples Mill Elementary

NEWS INTERNS
Educational opportunity to work
with award-winning editors on
local news coverage, including
politics, elections, community
events, local insiders’ guides,
news feature writing, website and
online news management and
more. Internships require a com-
mitment of at least six weeks, 16-
40 hours a week. Please e-mail a
statement of interest and a
resume to cbryan@connection
newspapers.com
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tutorme@aspireacademiccoaching.com
703-624-2937 • www.aspireacademiccoaching.com

Aspire Academic Coaching offers experienced, well-
qualified and friendly tutors to make a positive difference
for students in their Math, Science and Statistics classes.

We love tutoring AP-level classes.
Discounts for families with a deployed parent.

Alexandra Sandlin, 17, 12th grade, Marshall High Hannah Mahach, 15, 10th grade, Marshall High

Pari Sheth, 17, 12th grade, Marshall High

Sunhong Park, 16,11th grade, Marshall High

Marshall High Art Gallery

Artwork from Marshall High students submitted by
Nicole Walter, art teacher, Fine & Performing Arts De-
partment chair.

Sandy Hoang, 17, 12th grade,
Marshall High

Children’s Connection 2012 Madison High Art Gallery

Natalie Kelm, 12th grade, photography Thomas Brownell, 12th grade, photography

Amy Groome, 12th grade, drawing

Allison Moody, 12th grade, paintingCarolina Ratcliff, 12th grade, painting

Kyra Bell, 12th grade, 3D
Studio Art

Laura Stange, 12th grade,
3D Studio Art 1

Hailey Stafford, 12th grade,
3D Studio Art 2

Sue Park, 11th grade, 3D
Studio Art 1

For a free digital subscription to
one or all of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to:
www.connectionnewspapers.com/
subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

Homer is a total
lovebug! He loves to
snuggle and is very
friendly. Come meet

this sweetheart today!

THIS IS
“HOMER”



10  ❖  Vienna/Oakton Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2012 - 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages,
the first week of
every month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle
sections, the
second week of
every month.
Peek at the top
real estate sales,
glimpse over-the-
top remodeling
projects, get prac-
tical suggestions
for your home.

Celebrate
students, camps,
schools,
enrichment
programs,
colleges and
more in our
A-plus:
Education,
Learning, Fun
pages, the third
week of every
month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call
703-778-9431

The Best Gift
The best gift I rode was a bicycle
The best gift I played with was

a basketball
The best gift I ate was a popsicle
The best gift I saw was the na-

ture of Alaska
The best gift I’ve lived in is my

house
The best gift I was born into was

a family that cares
The best gift I hang with is my

friends
The best gift I’ve received was

love

— Kirsten, Seventh grade

The Sea of Life
Life is like the ocean;
filled with roaring waves.
Any careless motion
Could simply throw your life

away.
Every word you speak matters.
You can speak wisely, or not

care.
I wouldn’t choose the latter,
But you can try it, if you dare.

Children’s Connection 2012

Poetry Corner

Submitted by Cynthia Iannone, The
Language Arts teacher at Our Lady of
Good Counsel Catholic Church and School

The sea is filled with danger,
Just like the world we know.
Even now it’s getting stranger,
And it will forever so.
Every single thought,
Of every single day,
From these we learn a lot,
In many different ways.
Some days you may be on top

of the world,
Some days you may be scared.
But in life’s ocean, you’re not the

only pearl,
So you’d best be prepared.

—Lani, Eighth grade

A Poem
One small crystal from the sky
Fell upon my head as if to try
To tell me winter is very near
Many more snowflakes will soon

be here.
One small icicle is hanging down

low
With drips of water beginning to

flow
The sound of the dripping made

me look outside
Where millions of snowflakes

were flying by.
 One small flame from the fire
Lighted the way towards my

heart’s desire.

The thought of Christmas made
me cheer.

I can’t wait ‘till Christmas! It’s
almost here!

—Lily, Seventh grade

Football
Tie up those black and white

cleats,
Pull on those wide receiver

gloves,
Strap up your team helmet,
And play the game that you love.
 Feel the rush of the game,
Hear words of the crowd,
Shout your name,
Stand up,
Be proud.
Make that tackle,
Get that sack,
Put some fear,
In that Quarterback.
Play them hard,
Play them fast,
And pray to God,
It’s not your last.
 Fight them hard,
Tooth and nail,
Be the star,
Refuse to fail.

—Domenic, Eighth grade

Ella, Third grade, Our Lady of Good Counsel

Bailey, Sixth grade, Our Lady of Good Counsel
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“EXQUISITE THAI CUISINE”

Open Daily: Mon – Sun

11964 Market Street (Reston Town Center)
Reston • 703-435-4188

8142 Watson St. (Tysons) McLean • 703-356-2288

Photo by Kenneth M. Wyner

✭✭✭ –Condé Nast Traveler
“50 Best” –Washington Post
“…Would be equally hip in Paris, Bangkok or SoHo.”

–The New York Times March, 1998

JOIN US FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE!
Offering Chef’s Special

as well as our full daily menu
Complimentary champagne

OPEN TILL 11:00 P.M.

www.busara.com

OFF-SEASON
PRICING

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠
$24.99/cu. yd.

FR
EE

 Fi
ll Bulk Mulch,

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF
35%
OFF

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s Biggest Selection

30% OFF Japanese Maples
or Buy 1 Get 1 Free*

*Off regular price

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s Biggest Selection

30% OFF Japanese Maples
or Buy 1 Get 1 Free*

*Off regular price

Arborvitae,
Camelias,

Azaleas and
Shade Trees

Select Hollies

Cleveland Pears
50% Off

Call for reservations
703-790-5164

Cocktails
Major Credit Cards

6627 Old Dominion Drive • McLean, VA
McLean Square Mall

A Real
French Bistro
in the Heart
of McLean
Since 1981

Open for Christmas Eve
and New Year’s Eve

See us at www.cafetatti.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

Children’s Connection 2012

My favorite animal is a polar bear
because white looks good on a bear
and it’s about 10 feet tall.  It lives in
cold areas. There’s a book called
Grizzly Bears Vs. Polar Bears and
grizzly bear wins.  My second favor-
ite animal is a lion because orange
is my favorite color.  It’s really soft.

— Tanner Davis, 8

I like friends who are always
there for me. I like a friend who al-
ways plays and talks to me.  I have
a friend list.  I like friends who hang
out with me.  I like friends who have
a twinkle in their eyes.  I love friends
who have a great smile.  And I love
friends who have a great sense of
humor (that means funny)!

— Arya Raghavan, 9

The gift that I would give my par-
ents that does not cost money
would be a book that I made all by
myself.  It will be all about my spe-
cial family…where they were born,
how many years they were married,
and so on and so on.  And that is
what I would get my parents.

— Dania Albarghouthi, 9

I’m looking forward to Christ-
mas 2012 because this Christmas,
I’ll get a cool Lego set, so next
Christmas, I’ll have a cardboard
box that I’ll put the Legos together
to go inside and when Santa Claus
comes, there’s gonna be 3 buttons
on it and 3 statements above
them.

They will be:
(Button 1)  Press here Santa!

(For picture!)
(Button 2)  Now press this one.

(For note).
(Button 3)  Now for fun, this

one. (For train).

— Jack D. Philipp, 8

 What makes a good parent is a
parent who loves you and gets
you good presents.  Also, a good
parent doesn’t make you their ser-
vant.  And if they are trustwor-
thy, that’s good.  Like if you let
them have a piece of candy—trust
me, it’s bad if they take too much.
Also, a good parent likes to play
video games.

—Ciaran Sullivan, 9

When I grow up I want to be a
football player because I throw
and kick and catch footballs very
well. It doesn’t seem like I’m gonna
be a good football player, but I
actually practice every day at
home. And this is why I want to
be a football player when I grow
up!

— Aidan McInerney, 8

 I want to be a veterinarian be-
cause I like to work with pets.  I’d
get to help them get better when
they are sick.  I’d like to be suc-
cessful so I can make pets feel bet-
ter.

— Jaclyn King, 8

The best gift I have ever gotten
was my three lizards because they
were my very first pets of my very
own.  They were also my very first
pet that I could hold and play with.
But mostly, because now, when I
walk into my room, I have some-
one to talk to.  The best gift I have
ever gotten was my three lizards:
Spike, Razor, and Dakoda.

— Kai Horne McCloskey,

9

 Vienna Elementary Writing Samples Submitted by the third grade teacher Cheryl Allen.

By Emily Shambaugh, 13, Eighth grade, Thoreau Middle.



12  ❖  Vienna/Oakton Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2012 - 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Visit These Houses of Worship

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468
Assembly of God

Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736
Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720

Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555
St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church...703-759-6068
St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680
Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Celebration Center for Spiritual Living

... 703-560-2030
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...

703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577

Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ...

703-242-9001
Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ...

703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

Children’s Connection 2012

Artwork from St. Marks

Field of Flowers, by
Auden Mink, in Mrs.
West’s kindergarten class
at St. Marks Catholic
School in Vienna.

The Last Supper, by
Michael Turner, in the
Evangelist Program
inMrs. Garcia’s class at
St. Marks Catholic School
in Vienna. This student is
currently in seventh
grade but did this art-
work in fourth grade.

By Malyia Kelley, Eighth grade, St. Marks Catholic
School in Vienna.

Artork from Our Lady of Good Counsel

Abby,
First grade

Ben,
First grade
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Best Gift
Long shimmery gowns, sparkly tiaras,
Glass slipper and radiant jewelry.
That’s what I wanted to be,
A princess,
To feel special,
To have everyone curtsey or bow when I

floated by.
I collected little figurines of my favorite

princesses,
Jasmine, Belle, Snow White, Ariel,
Aurora, even Prince Charming!
They went with me everywhere,
In a little pink pouch,
That hung around my 4-year-old wrist.
Then, for Christmas,
I got a dress.
It wasn’t an ordinary dress,
But a glittery yellow dress,
Just like my favorite princess,
Belle from Beauty and the Beast.
I was so excited,
My mom did my hair,
And I put on the dress,
And placed a plastic tiara on my curly

head.
We took pictures,
And laughed,
And played games,
And finished opening the presents.
Nothing ever beat that dress.
Sometimes I wonder
What happened
To that naïve little girl
Who believed,
That with the wave of a wand
She would become
A princess.

—Anna Ramirez

What Would I Change
About School?

I could think of many far-fetched and
imaginative changes I would make in
school, but the most practical one would
be start times. Nobody really wants to wake
up at 5:30 a.m. to catch a bus at 6:30 a.m.,
especially kids. Kids should be able to en-
joy their childhoods and “stress free” lives.
Pretty soon they’ll be adults, and they will
have to wake up early and start having
worries about insurance and mortgages.
School should start at 10 a.m. and end at 3
p.m. Then we can have a balanced time of
work, play, and pursuing hobbies and
dreams.

—Meenakshi Balan

Final Countdown
Wooden floor shining from its brand new

shield of wax
Orange leather smacking against the

ground
Over and
Over and
Over
The defense charging at me in a furious

mob

Crossover
Spin move
Behind the back
Out in the open
Only one defender between me and the

basket
I am soaring down the court
The game nearing its end
Three…
Crossing the three-point line, the crowd

roaring
Two…
Majestically, I leap off the ground
The defender thrusting his hands up, de-

termined not to lose
One…
The ball rolling off my hand, floating to-

ward the basket
Beep!
The buzzer roars, and…
Swish!

—Iain Muir

Giving and Thanks
The gift, to my parents that I would give
Is a meld of happiness, pleasure, joy,
A blend of all things above and below,
Memories of good times,
To be fused together
In the gift of simple contentment.
In return nothing is needed other than a

simple
Thanks.

—Cameron Smith

Hello, Friend!
After a long day of rushing around, my

first day of middle school was finally over!
I couldn’t wait to get home and tell my par-
ents all about it. I was lost in my thoughts
as I got off the bus. Suddenly, a girl popped
out from behind me and said, “Hey, do you
want to walk home together? I live down
your street.”

“Sure, why not?” I replied. For some rea-
son, we started talking like we were close
friends. I learned that she lived only five
houses away from me. It didn’t take long to
realize that we were getting along quite
well. I knew that it was going to be a good
year because of my first day friend!

—Ashley Lin

Memories of
a Grandma

Even in a hospital bed,
She’d smile when she saw me.
She loved to get my school pictures.
She didn’t live to the next one.
I got that Monday.
She died on Sunday.
And while I didn’t know her that well,
I just wish she could’ve lived
A day longer,
To get my school picture.

 —Ayla Taffel

Revolution
Mother of morning
Father of night
Speaker of soul
Caller of fright
Have you seen
All I have done?
And did you view
What has begun?
Come to me now
See me stand strong.
Watch me succeed
Hear, now,
My song.

—Helen Roades

The Leaves of Life
They look too vibrant,
Too lively,
But the second I look away,
They fall.
And one day,
I’ll look out,
It’ll all be over.
All of them,
Gone.
Swept away.
Maybe it was the wind,
Or maybe,
They just lost the strength to keep hold-

ing on.
But in the back of my mind,
I know they’ll be back,
And next time,
Those leaves will hold on tighter than

ever.
—Daisy Ng

Safety on the Road
There’s always a reason behind traffic,

whether it’s construction or dead cars. How-
ever, the most frequent, unfortunately, is car
crashes. But think about this: would you
rather be stuck in traffic for five minutes,
or be the person who actually crashed? Af-
ter all, traffic jams happen because they
prevent you from moving or rushing

through dangerous roads and other situa-
tions, so they’re really helping you. My opin-
ion about traffic is that, though the jams
can be frustrating, they’re sometimes the
best protection we can get on the road!

—Benjamin Liu

The Greatest Sport
In the upcoming year, I am looking for-

ward to a lot of things. The thing I am ex-
cited about the most is entering high school.
The only reason I’m excited about high
school is freshmen football. Football is the
greatest thing that has ever happened to me,
because it makes me feel alive when I’m
playing it. I play the position of wide re-
ceiver and sometimes running back, and I
can’t possibly be any happier than when I
am playing. High school football is defi-
nitely what I am looking forward to in the
2013 year!

—Mohammad Badeeb

Where I’m From
I’m from the mid-1900s
I’m from Legos, electric trains, and hula

hoops
I’m from football, tag, and King and

Mountain in the cul-de-sac
From collecting stamps and playing on the

CB radio
I’m from the groups 38 special, Bruce

Springsteen, and Squeeze
From Ronald Reagan and Chuck Norris
 I’m from Jawbreakers, Hershey’s, Pixie

Sticks
and Caramel
From “Soap” and “Happy Days”
I’m from James and the Giant Peach
and who could forget Encyclopedia

Brown
From “Can you dig it?”
“Where’s the beef?”
And “Eat my shorts!”
I’m from a dream of being an arctic ex-

plorer
A future from the mid-1900s

—Haley Lobsenz

Creative Writing Corner
From Creative Writing students at Kilmer Middle School, grades 7-8.

Kelly Park, James Madison High, 12th grade, photography

Children’s Connection 2012
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rrsstt   sseessss iioonn  

wwhheenn  yyoouu  mmeenntt iioonn  tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Administrative Asst./
Receptionist

Pediatric Office in McLean is looking for 
an Administrative Asst./Receptionist to 
work part time. Insurance Experience 

required. Please call 703-790-5390 and fax
resume to: 703-734-3823. Attention: Janice

Advertising Sales
Full time outside sales in NoVA, minimum 1
year experience in sales environment required.
Print & digital products, salary based on expe-
rience + commission + bonus & benefits.

Send resume & cover letter to:
djanis@valpakva.com

EmploymentEmployment

Freelance Reporter
To cover news plus events features

in Mount Vernon. Rewarding,
flexible work, pay is nominal.

Email letter, resume plus clips to
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison

Medical Receptionist/Assistant
Podiatry Practice in

Manassas, Reston, Leesburg
Full Time.

Email Resume: Rpa@restonpodiatry.net

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST
Small animal hosp.

Great Falls. Will train.
703-757-7570 o www.ourvets.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

“Let us help you Re-imagine your Home”
703.373.7278

320-B Maple Ave. East, Vienna, VA 22180

“The Best Homes are Built by US”

Design/Build
Large Additions, Second Story Additions,

Whole House Remodeling & Custom Homes.
www.ushc.info

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

•Patios • Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Landscape Makeovers

Drainage Problems

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Seasoned Firewood
Topping, trimming, Stump Grinding

Lic. & Ins!
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Leaf &
Tree Removal

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

What I think I feel. What I’m afraid to
think I feel. Moreover, is what I feel symp-
tomatic of what I’m afraid to feel? Is it the
cancer doing what cancer so often does:
create pain and suffering? Or is it simply an
older age than I’ve ever been: middle age,
manifesting itself with all the associated
mental, physical and emotional adjustments
that come along with living longer than you
ever have? Unfortunately, the timing of all
of it couldn’t be more problematic in my
determining whether any pain or discom-
fort I feel is symptomatic of a cancer on the
move or characteristic of an age whose
effects I’m only beginning to understand.

The underlying and complicating factor
to my constant self-assessment is that I
don’t want to think any of the physical
effects I feel are the cancer. I want to
believe they’re middle age. As a result of
this continual denial, I neglect to admit that
what I think I feel is potentially cancer-sig-
nificant and presume instead that it’s just
another day in middle-age paradise (alive
and reasonably well; not terminal) – it’s
befuddling, sort of. Am I being incredibly
stupid, stubborn and irresponsible with
respect to not acknowledging certain symp-
toms that might be e-mail-worthy to my
oncologist or, have I found the key to living
with cancer: not making too much of
anything?

I feel this because I worry that once I
open that door, I’m likely going through to
the other side – and likely not coming back.
As my father jokingly asserted about his car:
“If I don’t take it to the dealership, they
can’t find anything wrong with it.” The
related advisory concerning life and health
that I’ve often heard is: once you’re admit-
ted to the hospital, you’re not coming out –
alive. It’s a slippery slope between the fear
and loathing (with attribution to Hunter S.
Thompson) of being sick and lying in a hos-
pital bed versus what the medical profes-
sionals don’t know not being able to hurt
me. (I know, I might as well be Judy
Garland in “The Wizard of Oz” clicking my
heels together three times: I don’t have
cancer. I don’t have cancer. I don’t have
cancer.)

But the fact that I’m still alive and not
just beating the life-expectancy odds I was
given, but smashing them to smithereens, is
a kind of reinforcer to “what I feel” and
“what I’m afraid to think I feel.” Having sur-
vived for as long as I have might just be
blind luck or inherited DNA doing what I
had no reason or expectation to believe it
could: enable me to survive the stage IV
non-small cell lung cancer with which I was
originally diagnosed and live beyond the
“13-month to two-year prognosis” that
went along with it. Or, however, why ever
I’m doing what I’m doing, or not doing
what I’m not doing or not admitting what is
likely symptomatic – or not; all this confu-
sion, juxtaposing and double-negative
rationalizing might somehow make a
positive.

I realize this haphazard approach is
hardly a strategy, but perhaps it is and has
been so far, a means not to my end. And
considering that I haven’t reached that end
as yet, maybe the means are justified? No
one knows for sure, and that’s what I’m
counting on. It’s too late to stop now; heck,
why would I? See you next week.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

What Am I
Thinking?

I'am a slow walker, 
but I never walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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