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Jo-Lynn and Rich Westlund, with
Seamus, Vienna:  Seamus came to
the Westlund home from Front
Royal.  His former family could
no longer care for him.  Now, he
is king of the Westlund home
where he reigns from his electric-
fenced yard.
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 BE A HERO!
Save on your next

DIY project—
See offer below

Your rental experts since 1969.
Live local, rent local, buy local.

12716 Lee Hwy., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-803-8585

$20 Off Daily
Rental with this ad.

Expires 4/30/13. Limit one
discount per transaction.

Same Location Since1963

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street, Herndon

www.RobertsCarpet .com

Under Same Ownership & Management for 48 Years

Hours:  Mon – Tues – Thur – Fri - 9-6
Wed: 9-5, Sat: 10-3
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Ice House

Locust St.

Old Town
Hall

Elden St.

Elden St.

Fire
Station

Sunset Hills
Road

ROBERTSROBERTS

Jimmys

• Oriental Rug Cleaning
     & Restoration in Our On-Premises Plant
• Wall-to-Wall Carpet Cleaning On
     Customer Premises
• Sale and Installation of Wall-to-Wall
     & Hardwood Flooring

• Oriental Rugs
     Hand - Knotted 60%
     Machine - Made 75%
• Hardwood Flooring 75%
• Laminate Flooring, 75%
     Ceramic & Tile

Store Will Close March 16th
Moving Sale Ends in Two Weeks

Prices Slashed on Total
In-Stock Inventory

Ongoing Services Fully Available
Reduced by
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

F
airfax County Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Sharon Bulova premiered her “State
of the County” address Wednesday, Feb. 20.
In the 20-minute video, Bulova addressed

what promises to be an eventful year in the county,
one that will see the opening of five new Metrorail
stations in Tysons Corner and Reston.

Bulova pointed to several signs that not only has
the county weathered the eco-
nomic storm over the past few
years, the future looks promis-
ing.

“The county is home to 10
Fortune 500 companies, five of
these have relocated within the
last four years. Consumer con-
fidence is rising and the num-
ber of foreclosures is falling,”
she said. “Home sales are up
and unemployment is down,
well below the national average
of nearly eight percent. While
we are not yet out of the woods from the impacts of
the recession, clearly we’re on the right track.”

Bulova said that the county’s future is tied to the
redevelopment efforts going on now and planned
for the future, with transportation changes a major
part of that development.

“As Fairfax continues to mature, it’s important that
we accommodate our future growth and existing
population in ways that make it easier for our resi-
dents and workers to live, work and play without
always needing to get behind the wheel of a car,”
she said. “Aging commercial centers near mass tran-
sit, like Tysons, present especially valuable opportu-
nities for attractive, transit-oriented mixed-use revi-
talization.”

Planning principles used in Tysons redevelopment
are also being used for other areas undergoing rede-

velopment and revitalization around the county.
But while the Metro and some related development

will be opening this year, Bulova mentioned that it
would be a number of years before all the changes
are in place.

“The transformation of Tysons is going to be an
evolutionary process. The transportation plan we
have adopted and the finding mechanisms the board
adopted are meant to serve the community over the
next 20 or 30 years,” she said. “You’re not going to
see the development happen at once, and just as that
will happen over time, so will the transportation
improvement. Developers are working with the
county on establishing a grid of streets, and they are
dedicated either a right-of-way or building as part of
their application, segments of the grid of streets.”

Bulova said by 2050, “but hopefully before,” the
grid of streets in Tysons would
be operational.

In a follow-up to the official
State of the County address,
Bulova also discussed the
county’s concern when it comes
to federal spending cuts that
could be happening as early as
March 1 as a result of seques-
tration.

She said there is an “absolute
concern” about sequestration,
and the county is already see-
ing effects in terms of budget

planning and government-related business decisions
on things like renting new office space. She said the
county is looking at diversifying its economic base.

“One of the things that Fairfax County has been
doing is to increase our commercial base in areas
that are not necessarily federal or defense related.
One thing we were happy to see was the move of the
Hilton Headquarters to Fairfax County, which is a
new commercial opportunity,” she said. “We’re also
working with the EPA and INVOA Health Systems to
restore opportunities for personalized and transla-
tional medicine. The name of the game is finding
areas that make us more diverse than we’ve been in
the past.”

The entirety of Bulova’s State of the County ad-
dress can be found online at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/vod.htm.

Bulova Presents State of County
Board chairman discusses
Tysons future, effects of
sequestration.

Fairfax County
Board of
Supervisors
Chairman
Sharon Bulova
addresses the
current state
of affairs in
Fairfax County,
Feb. 20, at the
Fairfax County
Government
Center.
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Vienna/Oakton Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or vienna@connectionnewspapers.com

“While we are not yet
out of the woods from
the impacts of the
recession, clearly we’re
on the right track.”
— Fairfax County Board of Super-

visors Chairman Sharon Bulova

The Optimists of Greater Vienna awarded cash
prizes to three area high school students who won
the local 2013 Optimists International essay compe-
tition. Left to right is Optimist Club of Greater
Vienna President Laurie Cole, parent Sandy Le Duc,
third-place winner Megan Le Duc, first-place winner
Taylor Austin, Education Committee Chair Barbara
McHale and Taylor’s aunt and uncle, Laura and
Carlton Colter. Third-place winner Olivia
Hammermaster was unavailable.

By Donna Manz

The Connection

T
he Optimist Club of
Greater Vienna
awarded three local

high school students cash prizes
for their winning essays pro-
duced for the Optimists Inter-
national competition, “How do
you let your friends know their
value?” The presentation took
place Wednesday, Feb. 20, at
the Optimists’ semi-monthly
meeting.

First-place winner Taylor Aus-
tin and third-place winner
Olivia Hammermaster are
George C. Marshall High School
students. Second-place winner
Megan Le Duc is a James Madi-
son High School student.

Forty Vienna-area students
submitted blind entries to
Greater Vienna Optimists at the
local level.

“To me, true friendship is car-
ing about each other and show-
ing it, letting my friends know
how important they are,” said
Taylor, a Marshall freshman
who moved to Northern Vir-
ginia this year, leaving behind
her old friends.

Olivia Hammermaster, a se-
nior, had prior commitments
and was unavailable to be at the
awards presentation.

Madison senior Megan Le
Duc said she takes steps to help

her friends reach their goals. “I
believe in my friends,” she said.
“The people I appreciate are the
ones who appreciate me.”

THE FIRST-PLACE WINNER
received an award for $300;
second-place winner an award
of $200; and third-place an
award of $100. Winning essays
go on to the next level, the re-
gional competition, where top
prize is $2,500. The winners
gave examples of efforts they
make to assure their friends of
their value, from listening to
other friends’ problems to tak-
ing an extra step on their be-
half.

Requests for submission and
rules and explanation were sent
to the career counselors at
George C. Marshall, James
Madison and Oakton high
schools. Cover sheets were re-
moved to delete identification
of submitter and each essay was
assigned a number for identifi-
cation. Judges based their
evaluation on a list of criteria
that included essay content,
grammar, punctuation and ad-
herence to essay rules. Essays
were to be written within 700
to 800 words, and points re-
moved as a penalty for failure
to conform to the requirements.

Barbara McHale chairs the
education committee and over

“How do you let your friends know
their value?” was essay topic.

The Optimist Club
Honors Students
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See Honored,  Page 5
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Supporters of new gun control regulations march in front of the National Rifle Associa-
tion Headquarters in Fairfax Friday, Feb. 22.
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News
Best Friends

People & Pets

Henry Ross, 12, of Vienna plays with his best friend
Macintosh, 7, a 110-pound golden retriever, after
basketball practice. Henry Ross is a sixth grader at
Oakton Elementary School.
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Macintosh Ross, 7, a golden retriever, provides a
comfortable pillow for his best friend, Henry Ross,
12, of Vienna.

Neighborhood friends: All of these Oakton dogs live
within two blocks of each other and love to hang out.
Left to right: Darby, Sammy, Enzo, Tucker and Star.

“Hey Enzo, I think I’m going to like this summer
job!,” a picture by Amy Odell of two of Oakton’s 3-
year-old golden doodles who are best buddies, Enzo
(white) and Darby (tan). The friends jumped right in
to elementary school teacher Barb Rose’s ice cream
truck for a lick of one of their favorite sweet treats.
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Members of the Reston-Herndon Alliance
to End Gun Violence hold a vigil outside of
the National Rifle Association Headquar-
ters in Fairfax Friday, Feb. 22.

Alliance Pushes for New Policies
Reston-Herndon Alliance
to End Gun Violence holds
vigil at NRA headquarters.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

M
embers of the Reston-Herndon Alli-
ance to End Gun Violence gathered
at the National Rifle Association
headquarters in Fairfax Friday, Feb.

22, to advocate for stricter gun laws. This was the
group’s second such protest, where more than 30
members carried signs citing statistics about gun-
related deaths.

“We’re here to remember the victims and recog-
nize that every day there are new victims of gun vio-
lence,” said Joanna Simon of the alliance.”

The group marched around in a loop for more than
an hour, each member carrying signs that mentioned
massacres such as the ones at Columbine High
School, Virginia Tech, the movie theater in Aurora,
Colo., and Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Conn.

They specifically want to pass four policies: clos-
ing the gun show loophole, limiting the size of maga-
zines, getting rid of illegal, military-style weapons
and getting more support for the mentally ill.

“Military-style weapons and high-capacity maga-
zines need to be out of the hands of the public,” said
Ellen Bussey, a clinical psychologist from Reston. “If
you want to hunt, you can have a rifle, and if you
want to protect your home you can have a handgun,
but that doesn’t mean anybody needs to fire 30, 40,
50 rounds before reloading.”

Bussey said she is also a strong advocate for better
mental health care to prevent such acts of mass vio-
lence, saying there has to be better ways to reach
out to those suffering from mental illnesses.

Many of the protesters said they personally didn’t
have a problem with “reasonable” gun ownership,
and had no interest in making guns illegal.

“This isn’t guns versus no guns, and events like
this help us bring nuance to the discussion, to show
that this isn’t a black and white issue, we’re not
against the second amendment, or anything as dras-
tic as that,” said Marilyn Adams of McLean, the
daughter of a former FBI agent who grew up around
law enforcement. “I completely understand the need
for guns, but I think this organization [the NRA] is

completely out of touch with what their member-
ship and this country want, which is to prevent these
terrible shootings.”

The group was restricted to the sidewalk along
Waples Mill Road during their vigil, since it is county-
owned property. They were not allowed on NRA prop-
erty, and when Adams sat briefly on a light post on
the property, she was asked to return to the side-
walk.

During their vigil, several cars in traffic honked
their approval and waved to the group. Gloria Pan
of Moms Rising, a national advocacy nonprofit, said:
“This is democracy in action. We live in a age where
a lot of talk happens on things like the Internet, but
a number of people coming out together shows that
there are a lot of voices in favor of reasonable, com-
mon-sense policies.”

The group plans to gather on the 14th of every
month at 9:30 a.m., the day of the month and time
of the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Conn. In March they plan to print out all
signatures from a petition from Moms Rising, of
which they currently have about 150,000, and drop
the pages off at the headquarters.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR:

The World’s Fanciest Rummage Sale
BENEFITING

Please Donate new (or like-new) items for Sale Now
Have a really big item to donate?

Contact Helen Kruger (703-748-4068) to make pick-up arrangements

Sunday, April 7th, 12-4pm
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

Admission: $5 per Person
Members of the Military FREE with Military ID

On-site moving company available for hire for large item purchases.
 For more information, visit our event site.

http://www.fairfaxbgcgw.org/index.php/rummage-sale

Donations are needed!!!
Make your spring cleaning count this year.

Join us at this incredible event and get unbelievable items at ridiculous prices!!!
You cannot afford to miss this event!!!

Small items and clothing drop-offs may be made to the front of the Ritz-Carlton Hotel,
Tysons Corner with the Bell Staff. Please indicate that the items are for the Boys and

Girls Clubs Rummage Sale. Donation receipts will be available at drop-off.

From Page 3

High School Students Honored
sees the high school essay competition. Opti-

mists Anna Ryjik, Kathryn McHale and Mark
Goldberg judged the essays.

Optimists International focuses on youth and
each chapter develops its own outreach; its slo-
gan is “bringing out the best in kids.” Optimists
International adopted childhood cancer support
as its main campaign mission, and the Optimist
Club of Greater Vienna partners with “Growing
Hope” of Northern Virginia, a resource and sup-
port program for families of cancer-stricken chil-
dren. The Vienna Optimists fundraise on Grow-
ing Hope’s behalf. The signature cancer-focused

fundraiser is the annual walk and family fun day,
held in early fall.

THE OPTIMIST CLUB of Greater Vienna oper-
ates Vienna’s outdoor farmers’ market and main-
tains the red caboose sitting alongside the W &
OD trail intersecting Church Street. The Christ-
mas tree sale raises much of the club’s operating
revenue.

To learn more about Optimists International and
the Optimist Club of Greater Vienna, go to http:/
/www.optimistclubofgreatervienna.org/. The club
holds competitions for school-aged children
throughout the year.

Week in Vienna

New Vienna Bus
Routes to Be
Discussed

The next meeting of Vienna at
Your Service (VAYS) will be Tues-
day, March 12, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Vienna Volunteer Fire De-
partment, 400 Center St. S.

The program will feature a pre-
sentation by representatives from
the Virginia Department of Trans-

portation on bus service improve-
ments for the start of the new Sil-
ver Line stations in Tysons. The
presentation will focus on the pro-
posed Vienna routes only. Anyone
interested in this topic is invited
to attend to learn about and dis-
cuss the proposed routes.

The meeting will also feature a
presentation by the Vienna Police
Department on recent department
happenings and relevant statistics.
In addition, representatives from
area civic and non-profit organi-

zations will provide updates and
information on upcoming events
and activities.

Vienna at Your Service is de-
signed to give citizens the oppor-
tunity to learn more about their
community. This event is free and
open to the public; no registration
required. For more information,
contact the mayor’s office at 703-
255-6311, at
mayor@viennava.gov or visit
w w w . v i e n n a v a . g o v /
index.aspx?nid=748.

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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Opinion

All’s Well That Ends Well

Guest

Editorial

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

N
ot only did the 2013 session of
the General Assembly end on
time last Saturday, but it also
ended on a high note. Having sat

through a couple of decades of failed efforts
to pass meaningful legislation addressing our
transportation needs, I was not optimistic that
we would be successful this year. The
governor’s proposal to fix a billion dollar prob-

lem with a revenue-neutral solu-
tion did not give me much hope.
I was both amazed and delighted
when the House passed a trans-

portation funding bill by a vote of 60 to 40
that provides new revenue to meet road and
transit needs. In addition to providing new
money, the bill also addresses other problems
by switching the gas tax from a per gallon
amount to a percentage to help it keep up with
future needs. The bill also provides for addi-
tional monies to be raised in Northern Virginia
and spent in our region. While the bill will not

totally resolve our
transportation con-
gestion, it does pro-
vide money for mass
transit and $300 mil-
lion towards the cost
of the Silver Line that
will help to keep the
tolls down.

There are aspects
of the omnibus trans-
portation compro-
mise that I do not
like. The charging of

a $100 per year fee for hybrid vehicles—be-
cause their fuel efficiency reduces the gas tax
collected on them—is in conflict with policies
we should be adopting to encourage the use
of such cars. The planned reliance on the tax
on internet sales that has yet to be passed by
the U.S. Congress is open to question although
there is a mechanism for making up for lost
funds if the tax is not enacted.

Equaling the transportation bill in impor-
tance was a compromise approved in the clos-

ing hours of the session that opens the way for
the expansion of the Medicaid program in Vir-
ginia to provide insurance for about 400,000
individuals. Governor McDonnell had opposed
passage of the Affordable Care Act and had
refused to go along with accepting an ex-
panded Medicaid program until reforms were
put into place. The compromise bill establishes
a joint committee of legislators who will ap-
prove Virginia’s entry into the program as soon
as certain reforms are made. It is expected that
the state could enter the program as soon as
the summer. Thanks to the many persons who
called and wrote to the conferees and the gov-
ernor; your voice did make a difference.

As is the case with most legislation, the final
results are compromises. What was reassuring
about this session that I had not seen in recent
years was a willingness on the part of the ma-
jority to compromise with those of us in the
minority. That made for an outcome that was
better for everyone. I will be writing about
other outcomes of the session in future col-
umns and will be holding public meetings to
report back to you.

T
his is a great step toward ad-
dressing the transportation
challenges we face in Fairfax

County and the Northern Virginia region.
The Transportation Bill passed yester-

day fulfills the call made by mayors and
chairs of the Urban Crescent (the North-
ern Virginia and Hampton Roads areas)
for new, sustainable funding to address
our critically under-funded transporta-
tion needs.

I applaud the efforts of Sen. Richard
Saslaw, Sen. Janet Howell, Del. David
Albo, Del. Vivian Watts and others for
reaching agreement on a funding strat-
egy that moves us in the right direction.
I am especially pleased with the commit-
ment of $300 million for the Silver Line,
which will help to keep tolls in the Dulles
Toll Road affordable for Northern Virginia
motorists.

I appreciate Gov. McDonnell’s leader-
ship in making transportation funding the
focus of this General Assembly Session.
The successful result required compro-
mise on both sides of the political aisle.
The stars were aligned this session to
make something happen but political
courage and leadership were required on
many fronts to pull it off.”

—Fairfax County Board of

Supervisors Chairman Sharon

Bulova

Move in
The Right
Direction
“

By Timothy D. Hugo

State Delegate (R-40)

A
fter the Virginia Tech
shooting in 2007, I be-
came committed to ad-

dressing mental health issues so
that many of our young people
could receive the help they need
in the hopes of preventing another
tragedy. Working with my col-
leagues in 2008, the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly enacted compre-
hensive mental health legislation including
several pieces of legislation that I co-sponsored.
Last year, the governor signed my legislation,
HB 1075, which requires community service
boards to provide hospitals with informational
materials on substance and alcohol abuse ser-
vices to minors.

During this year’s General Assembly session,
I introduced HB 1609, which strives to improve
the coordination between public four-year
higher education institutions, mental health
facilities, and local hospitals. I introduced this
legislation at the request of Centreville resi-
dents, Angel Fund President Lu Ann McNabb
and Board Member Greg Richter. Angel Fund
(www.angelfundva.org) was established in
honor of one of the Virginia Tech victims,
Westfield High School graduate Reema
Samaha. The fund seeks to create an atmo-

sphere of acceptance where
schools and communities have a
caring, supportive, and inclusive
environment to help young
people.

HB 1609 ensures that all four-
year public colleges and universi-
ties have mechanisms in place in
order to expand services available
to students seeking treatment.
Specifically, it allows universities
and community services boards to
work together so that there is no-

tification when a student is involuntarily com-
mitted, or when a student is discharged from
a facility and he consents to such notification.

During the bill’s hearings, Virginia’s universi-
ties unanimously testified in support for HB 1609.
As this article goes to print, my legislation, along
with Senator Chap Petersen’s identical legisla-
tion, is before the governor for his signature.

I believe that ensuring the mental health of
our children is of the utmost importance. This
year’s legislation is important as it will
strengthen the connection between higher edu-
cation institutions and mental health facilities.
It will also create a safer and more supportive
environment for students and may help to pre-
vent future tragedies.

If you would like additional information on
this issue, please contact me at 703-815-1201
or delthugo@house.virginia.gov.

Creating Safer Environment,
Preventing Another Tragedy

Letters to the Editor, The Connection
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314

Call: 703-917-6444.
By e-mail: vienna@connectionnewspapers.com
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Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠
$24.99/cu. yd.

FR
EE

 Fi
ll Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips

& Organic Compost

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

10% Off
All

Hardscaping!
Limited Time Only.

10% Off
All

Hardscaping!
Limited Time Only.

10% Off
All

Hardscaping!
Limited Time Only.

10% Off
All

Hardscaping!
Limited Time Only.

10% Off
All

Hardscaping!
Limited Time Only.30% OFF Japanese Maples

Over 200 Varieties
30% OFF Japanese Maples

Over 200 Varieties
30% OFF Japanese Maples

Over 200 Varieties
30% OFF Japanese Maples

Over 200 Varieties
30% OFF Japanese Maples

Over 200 Varieties

Pansies
are Here!
On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

People

T
own Manager Mercury Payton has an-
nounced the appointment of James
“Jim” Morris as Vienna’s new chief of
police. He will succeed Colonel Rob-

ert Carlisle, who retired on Jan. 1, after serving
almost 12 years as chief of the Vienna Police De-
partment.

Morris was selected from among 108 candi-
dates. “Jim’s reputation as a strong leader with
high integrity, his many years of experience as a
high level local law enforcement official in the
region and his desire to work intimately with the
community truly set him apart,” said Payton. “He
is a highly regarded and respected member of the
law enforcement community and is going to be a
great addition to Vienna.” Morris has been with
the Fairfax County Police Department for 24 years
and has held numerous positions within the de-
partment during that time. He is currently serv-
ing as acting chief of police and is deputy chief of
investigations and operations. Previously, he
served as deputy chief of administration, com-
mander of the Internal Affairs Bureau, station
commander, shift supervisor at the county’s 911
center, patrol sergeant and police officer. In addi-
tion, he served as a school liaison commander with
the Fairfax County Public Schools system.

Morris attended the Senior Executive Institute
at the University of Virginia, the FBI National
Academy and the Fairfax County Criminal Jus-
tice Academy. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice from Edinboro University of Penn-
sylvania.

Vienna Names New Police Chief
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James ‘Jim’ Morris

State Champion
Vienna’s Gray Goss, 11, wins
state free throw competition.

O
n Feb. 16,
Gray Goss
made 20

of 25 shots to be
named 2013 Free
Throw Champion in
Virginia’s 11-year-
old boys division in
the annual state-
wide competition or-
ganized by the
Knights of Colum-
bus.

Gray won the dis-
trict competition on
nine of 10 (shooting
90 percent) at OLGC
in Vienna. This
earned a trip to the
regional competition
held in Manassas
that Gray also won
with a 12 of 15 performance
(shooting 80 percent). The
state-wide regional champs all
headed to Richmond to com-
pete on Saturday, Feb. 16.
Gray was the last one to go,
and knew that the score to
beat was 19 of 25 shots. After
starting eight for 13, Gray got

fire hot sinking the last 12 free
throws in a row to clinch the
championship trophy he is
holding.

Gray and his twin brother
Zack play in both VYI and OLGC
basketball for fifth graders,
while younger sister Abby plays
third grade girls VYI basketball.

Gray Goss is named 2013 Virginia
State Free Throw Champion.

Morris’ starting salary is $146,331 and he will as-
sume his official duties on Monday, March 25, 2013.
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www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering,
transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.

Pet Connection

Pets Are Family in Vienna
Local pet parents share stories of their special family members.

By Donna Manz

The Connection

A
nimals, from dogs and cats to chick-
ens, rabbits and hamsters, come into
the lives of humans and complete
the family circle. Proud parents that

they are, local residents described the attributes
of their family’s pets.

❖Jo-Lynn Westlund, Vienna: “We have a 9-
year-old soft-coated wheaten terrier. Basically,
50 pounds of fluff. We bought him about four-
and-a-half years ago from a woman in Front
Royal with two boys ages 3 months and 4 years.
Her husband had been killed in a skiing acci-
dent about six months earlier and she was
struggling to keep life going. Seamus had been
her husband’s dog. He took him with him to
his store everyday in Middleburg. He was in-
credibly trained and very people oriented. In
fact, he came to us two days before my future
daughter-in-law arrived from Sardinia. It was
love at first sight. We had him for almost six
months before we ever heard him bark. He’s a
real love, although we unfortunately have ‘un-
trained’ him in many ways. If we are going out
of town we have to be careful that he does not
hear the zipper on the suitcase or he starts pac-
ing and crying. When we open up the back of
the SUV he bolts into the car fearing he will be
left behind. Ironically, the only things he has
chewed up have zippers. And that’s what he
eats ... the zippers. He loves to play with his
tug toy with anyone who is willing. Yet he
seems to sense how hard he should play even
with our 3-year-old grandson, Tristan. When
there is a party at our house he senses who
loves dogs and will position himself next to
those people. Recently, we finished a year-long
renovation. We remained living amidst the
chaos and Seamus felt the construction crew

and subs were really coming to see him every
day. I think they enjoyed him as much as he
enjoyed the attention. As a part of the renova-
tion we put in an invisible fence. Seamus loves
it. He now goes out on the front porch sitting
in his favorite wicker chair presiding over the
cul de sac as a king would over his kingdom. In
the back yard he sits on the patio and watch as
the deer (sometimes as many as 8) feed on our
neighbor’s bushes without making a sound. He
is a truly wonderful pet in spite of his chronic
health issues...allergies, ear infections, sensi-
tive skin and anxiety issues.”

❖Michael Amouri, owner of Caffe Amouri:
“Othello [aka OD] came to me just about two
years ago. He was a rescue brought into my
shop by Dr. [Ashkan] Ghaffari.

I had had dogs pretty much my whole life.
About a year before I opened the shop, my Ger-
man shepherd Dutchess—who our espresso
blend is named after because she was ‘Sweet
and Mellow’—died at the age of 13. I decided
that I shouldn’t have a dog while I was trying
to open up a new place. After a year and a half,
I thought that it would be great to think about
getting one. I happened to mention it to Doc
G. who I knew was active in dog rescue. Well,
he started parading dogs into the shop. Most
of them, however, were those little guys. Cute,
but I was used to bigger dogs... German shep-
herds, golden retrievers, etc.

One day, Dr. G came in with OD. I still wasn’t
sure if I was ready for the responsibility of a
dog so I asked if I could take him home for a
bit of a ‘trial run,’ both to see if he liked it and
if I was ready. The first night he was there, I
was lying on the couch and he was standing
there, looking at me... and then he decided to
jump on my chest. This from a 60 pound dog.
So, I was sold. He is a big goofball, so I guess
we’re a perfect match.

My understanding is that he was a couple of
days away from being put to sleep in a shelter
down in, I think, Charlottesville, and Dr. G. res-
cued him. I can’t imagine this guy being in that
situation. He’s sweet, has the goofy personal-
ity and is all around a good guy.”

❖Cindy Stewart, Vienna: “Buzz and I
adopted ‘Tacitus’ from the Fairfax County Shel-
ter four-and-a-half years ago, a little white cat
with a large and feisty personality. He loves to
sit out on our deck and sun himself, a habit we
discovered was not in his best interest, health-
wise, when we started to notice little black
spots on the bridge of his nose that were later
diagnosed as a type of skin cancer. We now
understand that human companions of white
cats and dogs need to limit the time their white-
furred friends are exposed to direct sun.

Gratefully, there is a veterinary practice in
the greater-metropolitan area that holds a li-
cense from the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion to administer a specialized radiation treat-
ment that has virtually no side effects, except
for loss of fur in the area treated. Cost is mod-
erate, and Tacitus displayed no discomfort af-
terwards. Tacitus has had two treatments, with
great success.

Shelters and rescues have wonderful animals
like Tacitus and our other cat, Jake, whose lives
can be saved by state-of-the-art veterinary care.”

❖Preschool teacher Terry Ayotte, Vienna:
“He was just a little peanut when we got him.
We looked at cats online at HART’s [Homeless
Animal Rescue Team] website. He was being
fostered. He was orphaned and being bottle-
fed which is why he was so small. When we
saw him at HART’s location, we knew he was
the one.”

Amelia Uman, 12 years old: “He’s pretty
smart. I have allergies so he’s not supposed to
be in my room. But he sneaks in and climbs the

ladder to the top of my bunk bed and naps there.
He likes it there because he likes being up high
and there are things hanging from the ceiling.

He’ll jump up and bite you when he wants to
play. If you want a pet, you should get a rescue
animal instead of buying one because they need
homes.”

Tallie Uman, nearly 10 years old: “I like his
playful personality. He tries to reach doorknobs
to open doors. He can reach underneath and
pull it open. His color makes him special and
he likes to bite and hide under his own chair. I
would tell people to adopt a pet rather than
buy one.”

❖Kathleen Miller: “Gracie is a black lab mix
who was adopted when she was only 7 months
old from the Animal Welfare League of Arling-
ton. She is now 10 years old. Gracie and her
siblings were left in a cage in a field in West
Virginia and the Welfare League rescued them
and brought them to Arlington. Gracie is the
leader of the pack. The other dogs know not to
play with the stuffed animal Gracie has carried
around since she was a puppy or to sleep in the
spare bedroom where Gracie sleeps at night.

Emily is also a black lab mix who was adopted
from the Washington D.C. Humane Society
when she was 1 year old. She turns 10 years
old this year. Emily and Gracie quickly became
playmates and sisters. Emily enjoys going run-
ning with Kathleen as well as playing fetch
when it involves swimming in the water to bring
the stick back. She has been Kathleen’s side-
kick since she was a puppy and still follows her
around the house no matter what. Emily also
chooses not to take commands from anyone
except Kathleen.

Olie is a collie mix who was adopted when he
was 1 year old from a high-kill shelter in South
Carolina. He was named after Olie Kolzig of the
Washington Capitals because his parents are sea-
son ticket holders and Kolzig is his dad’s favor-
ite player. He is turning 5 years old this year.

He was transported by train to Northern Vir-
ginia where Kathleen and Kelly picked him up
and brought him home. A few months prior to
finding Olie, Kelly had to make the decision to
say goodbye to his childhood dog of 15 years.

Michael Amouri, owner of Caffe Amouri, and his daughter Nicki with “rescue”
Othello [aka OD], Vienna.

Jo-Lynn and Rich Westlund, with Seamus, Vienna:  Seamus came to the Westlund
home from Front Royal.  His former family could no longer care for him.  Now,
he is king of the Westlund home where he reigns from his electric-fenced yard.

Preschool teacher Terry Ayotte with daughters Tallie and Amelia Uman and
two-and-a-half-year-old family pet Sandy Neck, Vienna.

Buzz Burrus adopted shelter cats
Tacitus and Jake, Vienna.

This prompted him to begin looking for a dog
of his own. Olie was turned in by his owner
because they were welcoming a new baby to
the family. Upon bringing Olie home, it was
quite evident Kelly and Kathleen saved him
from an abusive home. It has taken much time
to get Olie to trust them and the people around
him. Every day when Kelly comes home from
work, Olie knows it is time for him to accom-
pany Kelly to the mail box down the street and
will wait impatiently by the front door to do
his daily run.”

❖Sandy Gerner and horse-companion
Candya, Tucson: “Our largest pet is 1,000
pounds, Candya, the almost 33-year-old horse
I have loved for the 28 years she has been a
part of our family. She taught me to ride, taught
our children to ride, and now lets our grand-
sons sit on her back.

We got her from a woman who was moving
out of state. She wanted Candya to be a barrel
horse... not a good idea, and her initial owner
fell off when she spooked at something. Candya
never did like cows, by the way.

It was a spur of the moment decision; we had
a barn and I had always wanted a horse... never
had ridden before.”

Rescues Gracie, Olie and Emily Miller;
pet parents Kathleen and Kelly Miller,
Centreville.

Sandy Gerner and horse-companion
Candya, Tucson, Ariz.
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Entertainment

Great Falls Columns, watercolor, by Jeff Gorrell, 24 X
30.

Great Falls State of Mind
On display with other original artworks of the Vienna Arts Society are Jeff

Gorrell’s large and small paintings featuring panoramas and close-ups of the
nuances of Great Falls; open Tuesdays through Saturdays from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
through March 2, at the Vienna Arts Society Gallery, 513 Maple Ave. W.,
Vienna. 703-319-3220 or www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

Send announcements to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 27
Celtic Crossroads. 8 p.m., at Wolf

Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna. Foot-
stomping Irish beats and literal step
dancing under dramatic lighting at a
bluegrass-gypsy-jazz performance.
$27. www.wolftrap.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 28
Celtic Crossroads. 8 p.m., at Wolf

Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna. Foot-
stomping Irish beats and literal step
dancing under dramatic lighting at a
bluegrass-gypsy-jazz performance.
$27. www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/MARCH 1
Essay Contest: What freedom do I

enjoy most? The American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 180 accepts
submissions from third through 12th
graders through March 1; call for
rules, prize amounts and info. 703-
242-7082.

Smith Chapel Coffee House. 7-8:30
p.m., at Smith Chapel, 11321 Beach
Mill Road, Great Falls. Smith Chapel
will hold a Coffee House evening of
music in their fellowship hall,
featuring Chrissie and Clint Dalton.
www.SmithChapelUMC.com.

Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka. 7:30
p.m., at Oakcrest School, 850 Balls
Hill Road, McLean. Roald Dahl’s
timeless story of the world-famous
candy man and comes to life in this
stage adaptation of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory. $10 for adults; $5
for students. www.oakcrest.org/
student-life/fine-arts/upper-school-
show/index.aspx.

Parker String Quartet. 8 p.m., at
Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna.
The Grammy Award-winning quartet
plays Mozart, Britten and Dvorak.
$35. www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 2
 McLean Symphony Orchestra. 3

p.m., at McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. Songs
from the latest generation of
Broadway musicals and Hollywood
hits presented with student
compositions arranged for full
orchestra in cooperation with the
Northern Virginia Music Teachers
Association. 703-790-0123 or
www.mclean-symphony.org.

Buskin & Batteau. 7:30 p.m., at Wolf
Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna. The
humorous folk-pop duo debuts tracks
from their recently released album
Love Remembered, Love Forgot. $22.
www.wolftrap.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 3
Golden Calidore String Quartet. 4

p.m., at St. Francis Episcopal Church,
9220 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. A
concert of masterpiece quartets
including Haydn’s Op. 76 No.1 and
Mendelssohn’s Op. 13 No. 2. $30;
free for students 17 and under.
www.amadeusconcerts.com.

Party with a Purpose. 6-8 p.m. at
Grevey’s Restaurant, 8130 Arlington
Blvd., Falls Church. Learn about Lost
Dog & Cat Rescue Foundation
volunteer opportunities for 10 weekly
adoption events, fostering, transport
or taking care of cats and kittens in
adoption centers; door prizes and
refreshments.
lisamarierescue@hotmail.com or
lostdogbarb@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/ MARCH 7
Helen Reddy. 8 p.m., at The Barns at

Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna.
The “Queen of ’70s Pop” revives her
legacy at The Barns at Wolf Trap by
singing her favorite uncharted tracks.
$45. 877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/MARCH 8
Virginia’s American Legion Irish

Dinner. 5:30-8 p.m., at he Vienna
American Legion, 330 Center St., N.,
Vienna. Corned beef, cabbage and
potatoes. 703-938-9535.

SATURDAY/MARCH 9
Annual Spring Craft Bazaar. 10

a.m.-4 p.m., at the Vienna Volunteer
Fire Department in the Flame Room,
400 Center St. S., Vienna. A bazaar
with crafts from home-based
businesses offering holiday
decorations, home decor, gifts and
other wares; lunch, baked goods and
cookbooks available. 703-309-3468
or Dancers1023@aol.com.

Enter the Haggis. 7:30 p.m., at The
Barns at Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road
Vienna. Indie-Americana rockers
Enter The Haggis bring their popular
Celtic sounds to The Barns at Wolf
Trap. $22. 1-877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 10
Tropicals! Opening Reception. 2-4

p.m., at the Vienna Art Center, 115
Pleasant St. N.W., Vienna. An
exhibition of original works by local
artists featuring flora, fauna and
scenes of sun and heat; tropical
drinks provided. 703-319-3971 or
www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

Capitol Steps. 4 p.m., at James
Madison High School Auditorium,
2500 James Madison Drive, Vienna.
A quick-witted, multi-faceted
congressional staffer-acted musical
political satire benefits the Class of
2013’s drug and alcohol-free All-
Night Grad Party. $25-30.
madisoncapitolsteps2013@gmail.com.

TUESDAY/MARCH 12
Vienna Arts Society’s Children’s

Printmaking Workshop. 4-5
p.m., at Patrick Henry Library, 101
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. Children ages
7-12 will print a fish, create reliefs,

mono-prints, and other prints with
the help of a dozen local artists. 703-
938-0405.

THURSDAY/MARCH 14
Paint with Paper! 10 a.m.-noon, at

the Vienna Art Center, 115 Pleasant
St. N.W., Vienna. Collage artist
Megan Coyle demonstrates her mixed
media method of creating landscapes
and portraits with paper. 703-319-
3971 or www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

FRIDAY/ MARCH 15
Johnnie Walker Whisky Night. 6:30

p.m., at Wildfire, Tysons Galleria,
third floor, McLean. Join for a special
evening at Wildfire, when we explore
and enjoy the most widely
distributed brand of scotch whisky in
the world, Johnnie Walker; featuring
Ewan Morgan. $90. 703-442-9110.

FRIDAY/MARCH 22
“Never the Sinner.” 8 p.m., at 1st

Stage in Tysons, 524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner, McLean.
Playwright John Logan’s riveting first
play about the 1924 “crime of the
century.” General: $25; students:
$15. or 703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 12
MoveMENt: Christopher K. Morgan

and Artists. 8 p.m., at the Alden
Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. As part of the Artist-in-
Residence at the Alden program,
choreographers and dancers bring
athletic, contemporary dance; a
collaboration between male
choreographer sand composer/cellist
Ignacio Alcover perform with special
guests. $25; $18, MCC residents.
www.aldentheatre.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 13
Tylan. 7 p.m., at Jammin’ Java, 227

Maple Ave. E., Vienna. Tylan,
previously of folk-pop group
Girlyman, tours with her debut solo
record, made in the year after losing
her 16-year partner and fellow
Girlyman member Doris Muramatsu
to leukemia. www.jamminjava.com.
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Photo courtesy of Karen Kowkabi

Zaul (an ancient Persian
warrior) is the 12-year-old
doberman companion of
Karen Kowkabi, of Vienna.
His birthday was last
Friday, Feb. 22, but one
can’t easily see his 12 years
by looking at him, says
Kowkabi.

Photo Courtesy of Troy Manos

Halle Kaufax, Sharon Bulova, Lou DeFalaise and Sam,
Matthew Kaufax.

Best of Friends
“Last year, Matthew and Halle

Kaufax took on a school project
to foster a litter of kittens and
ultimately find them homes. My
husband Lou and I decided to
adopt our new cat, Sam, from
the litter. We were worried about
what kind of companion Sam
would make to our other cat,
Frodo. They didn’t get along at
first but they have become the
best of friends!”

 —Chairman Sharon

Bulova, Fairfax County

Board of Supervisors

Sam and Frodo

Henry, a
bichon frise,
of Oakton and
his best friend
Ashley
Wilkins, who
walks Amy
Odell’s dog
Henry every
day during the
week after
school in rain,
snow, sleet—
whatever the weather. The pair knows every dog in the
neighborhood, of which there are many, says Odell.

People

and Pets

Photo courtesy of Amy Odell
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Marshall Boys’ Basketball
Wins Liberty District Title
Statesmen hold off defend-
ing champion Highlanders
at South Lakes High.

By Alex Van Rees

For The Connection

T
he Marshall boys’ basketball team cap-
tured the first Liberty District champion-
ship in program history on Feb. 15 when
the Statesmen defeated the McLean High-

landers 60-45 in the district tournament champion-
ship game at South Lakes High School.

Right out of the gates, the No. 4 Highlanders picked
up the early lead within five seconds by driving down
the court and getting on the board first, 2-0.

However, that lead would not last for long.
“We didn’t come out the way we wanted to to-

night,” said McLean junior guard Joey Sullivan, who
finished with five points. “We turned the ball over
too much. I think we just let the hype of the game
get into our heads and that’s not the way we wanted
to come out. We tried to adjust after the half and
made it to within eight points, but they held on.”

THE FIRST PERIOD went back-and-forth the en-
tire eight minutes with little scoring taking place; it
was a great testament to how well these teams can
play defensively.

“I think we proved a lot of people wrong this sea-
son,” said Sullivan. “If you were to ask some of the
coaches around the league, I don’t think many of
them would have said that we would be back in the
district championship. Just getting here, we accom-
plished many goals and proved people wrong.”

At the end of the first period, the No. 2 Statesmen
took a 9-7 lead, and that was the closest the High-
landers would come to the title. As the game pro-
gressed, Marshall continued to build its lead and by
the end of the half, the Statesmen had pulled away
by 11 points, 26-15.

“All tournament I think we played really well,” said

Marshall senior guard Grant Leibow, who led the
team with 24 points. “We definitely turned it up this
tournament. We had a couple down points in the
season when we lost a couple of games in the row,
and that just motivated us to do better. We knew we
had a chance to win.”

The Statesmen burst out of the gates and were
ready to get the second half underway; they posted
18 points in the third period, the most in a single
period the entire game. Not to mention, they only
allowed the Highlanders to tally 13. After three pe-
riods, Marshall held a 16-point lead, 44-28.

Heading into the final period, the Highlanders had
one last chance for a comeback, and they outscored
the Statesmen 17-16. However, that was not enough
as Marshall defeated the defending Liberty District
champs 60-5.

“It feels great to win the championship finally be-
cause the last two years, we were eliminated in the
first game of the tournament,” said Marshall head
coach Dan Hale, who was named the coach of the
year for the Liberty District boys. “For them, it’s a
real testament to them about how much work they
have put in, both in the off-season and throughout
the year on and off the court. Everyone has a role
and they each filled that tonight. They are a very
dedicated bunch.”

Leibow was awarded the MVP of the tournament
and was named to the second-team all-district. Se-
nior forward Doug Turpin and junior guard Towner
Hale both finished second on the team with nine
points.

“Even though we were the higher seed, I think that
took pressure off of us,” said Leibow. “No one ex-
pected us to win, and I think we proved a lot of people
wrong. We had never been here before, so we didn’t
know what to expect.”

SENIOR CENTER JOHN PASCOE, who was
named to the first-team all-district, led McLean, the
defending district champion, with 17 points and
seven rebounds. He and senior guard Samer
Abdelmoty, who posted 11 points, each made the all-
tournament team.

Sports

Marshall senior Grant Leibow scored 24 points against McLean in the Liberty District
championship game on Feb. 15. Leibow was awarded the MVP of the tournament.
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By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he Oakton girls’ basket-
ball team trailed by
nine points midway

through the fourth quarter of its
regional semifinal matchup
with South Lakes on Feb. 21.
Meanwhile, Oakton senior
Elizabeth Manner, a first-team
all-region selection, sat on the
bench with her fractured left
thumb in a cast, unable to help
while the Cougars’ season was
slipping away.

South Lakes had opened the
final quarter on a 9-0 run.
Oakton responded by showing
the resiliency of a defending
state champion.

Karlie Cronin scored the Cou-
gars’ first bucket of the quarter
with 3:52 remaining. Then,
Lindsey Abed converted a
three-point play, cutting South
Lakes’ lead to four with 2:49 on
the clock.

Oakton would have a chance
to tie with less than 20 seconds
remaining, but the Cougars’
quest for a second consecutive
state title would fall short of
reaching the state tournament.

Oakton lost to South Lakes
48-46 in the semifinals of the
Northern Region tournament at
Robinson Secondary School.
Down by three, Abed made a
two-point bucket with about
five seconds remaining, cutting
the Seahawks lead to one.
South Lakes added a free throw
with 3.2 seconds on the clock
and the Cougars’ ensuing half-
court heave was off the mark.

Oakton led 28-24 midway
through the third quarter de-
spite the absence of 6-foot-1
center Manner, who fractured
her left thumb against McLean
in the opening round of
regionals on Feb. 18, but the

Cougars couldn’t hold on.
“We expect everybody to do

their job and sometimes their
job changes,” Oakton head
coach Fred Priester said. “It
changed the last couple games
because Elizabeth wasn’t there.
Everybody did what they had
to do. It was a game where we
played pretty well and they just
played two free throws better.”

Oakton, which finished run-
ner-up to Centreville in the
Concorde District, ending a
streak of eight consecutive dis-
trict titles, defeated McLean 42-
33 in its regional opener. The
victory was costly, however, as
the Cougars lost Manner to in-
jury. Without their standout
center, the Cougars defeated
T.C. Williams 46-36 in the
quarterfinals on Feb. 19, but fell
short against South Lakes.

“As every athlete knows, it’s
obviously hard [and] it sucks,”
Manner said about watching
from the bench as the Cougars
lost to the Seahawks. “I’m ex-
tremely proud of them.”

Abed, a sophomore who was
named to the all-tournament
team, finished with 17 points
against South Lakes. Freshman
Alex Marquis scored 11 points,
senior Angela Sickels and
sophomore Cronin each had
eight and senior Helen Roberts
added two.

Oakton finished the season
with a 22-5 record.

“It’s been a great year for us
and it really shows the heart of
this team,” Sickels said about
Oakton competing without
Manner. “ … [I’ll remember
the] girls on the team, how
much they helped me grow as
a person and as a leader, and
what I learned about teamwork
and determination. I’m going to
take that with me the rest of my
life.”

Oakton Girls’ Basketball
Loses in Region Semifinals
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Oakton girls’ basketball coach Fred Priester talks to
the Cougars during a game against Centreville on
Jan. 18.

Standout Manner forced to watch
with fractured thumb.
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OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY,

MARCH 2 & 3

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Burke
5936 Burke Cove Rd #102..$249,950....Sun 1-4..Kathleen Quintarelli...........Weichert ..703-862-8808

Centreville
6487 Trillium House Ln.......$964,900..Sun 10-4............Jean Marotta......Birch Haven..703-402-9471

Clifton
8215 Cub Den Ct.................$699,999....Sun 1-3..........Lisa Clayborne...Long & Foster ..703-502-8145

Fairfax Station
7102 Laketree Ct.................$914,950....Sun 1-4..Kathleen Quintarelli...........Weichert ..703-862-8808

8610 Running Fox Ct..........$899,999....Sun 1-4........Billy Thompson..Samson Props..703-409-0340

McLean
7386 Hallcrest Dr................$649,900....Sun 1-4............Morgan Knull............RE/MAX..202-431-9867

Potomac Falls
21123 Brookside Ln............$649,000....Sun 1-4.............Glynis Canto..Keller Williams..703-395-2355

Sterling
47331 Vista Ct ....................$625,000....Sun 1-4.........Leslie Thurman...Long & Foster ..703-904-3700

20509 Morningside Terr ..... $349,900....Sun 1-4.........Marlene Baugh...Long & Foster ..703-433-7552

Vienna
2840 Edgelea Rd.................$725,000....Sun 1-4.........Donny Samson..Samson Props..703-864-4894

To add your FREE Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please contact Don Park

at 703-778-9420, or donpark@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA
450 ORCHARD STREET, NW

VIENNA, VA 22180
703-938-8525

fbcvoffice@verizon.net
www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-675-0144

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ...

703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern

... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church...703-759-6068
St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

Address ................................ BR . FB .HB ... Postal City .... Sold Price ... Type .......... Lot AC . PostalCode ..................... Subdivision
400 BERRY ST SE ........................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,402,735 .... Detached ........ 0.51 ........ 22180 .................. MURMURING PINES
408 JOHN MARSHALL DR NE .......... 5 ... 5 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,375,000 .... Detached ........ 0.31 ........ 22180 .................... AYR HILL HEIGHTS
230 AYR HILL AVE NE ..................... 6 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,345,000 .... Detached ........ 0.31 ........ 22180 ..................................... STAATS
1908 MEMORY CT ......................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,340,000 .... Detached ........ 0.36 ........ 22182 .................................. TIBURON
9704 LAYMINSTER LN .................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,325,000 .... Detached ........ 0.85 ........ 22182 ......................... FULL CRY FARM
502 VALLEY DR SE ......................... 5 ... 5 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,250,000 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22180 .............................. ALLEN DALE
10289 JOHNS HOLLOW RD ............ 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,160,000 .... Detached ........ 1.79 ........ 22182 ...................... VICTORIA FARMS
8304 ELM GROVE CT ...................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,075,000 .... Detached ........ 0.19 ........ 22182 ............ LORD FAIRFAX MANORS
11714 SADDLE CRESCENT CIR ........ 4 ... 4 ... 1 ........ OAKTON ....... $1,065,000 .... Detached ........ 0.84 ........ 22124 ............................... FAIRWINDS
9435 LAKESIDE DR ........................ 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,000,000 .... Detached ........ 0.50 ........ 22182 ............................ SPRING LAKE
9409 OLD COURTHOUSE RD .......... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $984,000 .... Detached ........ 0.50 ........ 22182 ............................ SPRING LAKE
1341 CARPERS FARM WAY .............. 4 ... 3 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $950,000 .... Detached ........ 0.46 ........ 22182 ......................... CARPERS FARM
1007 LYNN ST SW .......................... 8 ... 7 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $915,000 .... Detached ........ 0.29 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
403 TAPAWINGO RD SW ................. 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $909,000 .... Detached ........ 0.33 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
2887 HIBBARD ST .......................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $850,000 .... Detached ........ 0.32 ........ 22124 ...................................... GRAYS
10860 HUNTER STATION RD ........... 5 ... 4 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $820,000 .... Detached ........ 2.07 ........ 22181 ...................... DEVILLE ESTATES
3206 POMMEL CT .......................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $815,000 .... Detached ........ 0.53 ........ 22124 ....................... VALE PARK WEST
314 CENTER ST N .......................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $815,000 .... Detached ........ 0.50 ........ 22180 .................................... VIENNA
1851 ABBOTSFORD DR .................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $790,000 .... Detached ........ 0.34 ........ 22182 ................................... EUDORA
9103 CRICKLEWOOD CT ................ 5 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $775,000 .... Detached ........ 0.42 ........ 22182 ................. WOLF TRAP WOODS
904 COTTAGE ST SW ..................... 3 ... 4 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $755,000 .... Detached ........ 0.34 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
1709 PAISLEY BLUE CT ................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $752,000 .... Detached ........ 0.21 ........ 22182 ....................... CARTERS GREEN
1453 BEULAH RD ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $750,000 .... Detached ........ 1.22 ........ 22182 .......... DAVID C MOLUMBY PROP
8074 CRIAZA BRANCH CT .............. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $748,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.05 ........ 22182 .... RESERVE AT TYSONS CORNER
9302 SCHUBERT CT ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $707,000 .... Detached ........ 0.35 ........ 22182 ...................... SHOUSE VILLAGE
9429 SHOUSE DR .......................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $700,000 .... Detached ........ 0.38 ........ 22182 ...................... SHOUSE VILLAGE
2501 LAKEVALE DR ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $680,000 .... Detached ........ 0.40 ........ 22181 .................... LAKEVALE ESTATES
417 GLYNDON ST SE ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $660,000 .... Detached ........ 0.33 ........ 22180 .............. KATRINA HINE ECHOLS
8850 GLENRIDGE CT ...................... 6 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $660,000 .... Detached ........ 0.52 ........ 22182 ................. WOLF TRAP WOODS
2788 FARIBA CT ............................. 4 ... 2 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $655,000 .... Detached ........ 0.25 ........ 22181 ............................. OAK MANOR
1459 BEULAH RD ........................... 6 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $650,000 .... Detached ........ 1.53 ........ 22182 ...................................... WELLS
1920 HULL RD ............................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $650,000 .... Detached ........ 0.27 ........ 22182 ........................... VILLA LORING
3507 WILLOW GREEN CT ............... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ........ OAKTON .......... $625,000 .... Detached ........ 0.50 ........ 22124 ............... WAPLES MILL ESTATES
9388 VAN ARSDALE DR .................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $625,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22181 ..................... VIRGINIA CENTER
2517 DREXEL ST ............................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $620,000 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22180 ............. DUNN LORING WOODS
8224 MCNEIL ST ............................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $619,415 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22180 ................. STONEWALL MANOR
8010 TREVOR PL ........................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $596,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.06 ........ 22182 ............. COURTHOUSE STATION
115 HARMONY DR SE .................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $555,000 .... Detached ........ 0.30 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
8300 MCNEIL ST ............................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $540,000 .... Detached ........ 0.27 ........ 22180 ................. STONEWALL MANOR
900 GLYNDON ST SE ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $525,000 .... Detached ........ 0.32 ........ 22180 .......................... DIANE MANOR
10008 MURNANE ST ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $515,000 .... Detached ........ 0.50 ........ 22181 ............ LITTLE VIENNA ESTATES
1024 MOOREFIELD CREEK RD SW... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $502,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.07 ........ 22180 ......... TOWNES OF MOOREFIELD
500 MARSHALL RD SW .................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $500,000 .... Detached ........ 0.37 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
200 JAMES DR SW ......................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $482,000 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
11807 LATIGO LN ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $481,000 .... Detached ........ 0.62 ........ 22124 ....................... VALE PARK WEST
709 HUNTER CT SW ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $459,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.07 ........ 22180 ......... TOWNES OF MOOREFIELD
8013 MERRY OAKS CT .................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $458,100 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22182 ............................ MERRY OAKS
2814 BALLIETT CT ......................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $436,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22180 ..................... MERRIFIELD VIEW

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of February 18, 2013.

Home Sales
In January 2013, 65 homes sold between $1,402,735-$184,000

in the Vienna and Oakton area.
This week’s list represents those homes sold in the $1,402,735-$436,000 range.

For the complete list, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rrsstt   sseessss iioonn  

wwhheenn  yyoouu  mmeenntt iioonn  tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

EmploymentEmployment

Great Job Opportunity!
Work at the Shops at Mount Vernon

Part-time and full-time retail positions

 Call or email Sharon: 703-799-5233
sezzeldin@mountvernon.org  EOE

Seasonal Garden Center
Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing people to work at a garden center 
near you. Must be flexible for weekend 
work. For job descriptions and locations 
go to www.bellnursery.com/jobs.

Sr. Software Developer
(Master’s deg w/ 1 yr experience or other 
suitable qualifications) – Great Falls, VA. 
Job entails working with and requires ex-
perience to include - OID, OAM, Oracle, 
JDeveloper, ADF, PL/SQL, Unix Shell 
Scripts (KSH, PERL, CSH) Erwin, MS Vis-
io, SQL Developer, SQL Navigator, J2EE, 
JSF, JSP, HTML, CSS, JavaScript and 
Oracle Weblogic Server. Relocation and 
travel to unanticipated locations within 
USA possible. Send resumes to HR, Great 
Falls Software Solutions Inc., 1000 
Evonshire Lane, Great Falls, VA 22066.

Tutoring Assistant Needed
Should have essay writing skills and like 

working with children.  Flexible part-time 
hours.  Local to Great Falls.  

Call 703-404-1117

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.
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A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

•Patios • Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Landscape Makeovers

Drainage Problems

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

3rd Generation Masonry Company
Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

MASONRY SPECIALIST, LLC
For All of Your Masonry Needs

Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!
All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured

Class A License #VA2705087240A

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE

703-443-2308

EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

That is my question. And though I can’t
quite quote Shakespeare the way I can quote
The Three Stooges: “Moe, Larry, the cheese.
Moe, Larry, the cheese,” “’tis nobler” to ask it
nonetheless. Still, if Hamlet had been diag-
nosed with a terminal form of cancer, as I
have, perhaps he wouldn’t have been con-
templating suicide but rather allocating his
monthly budget – as I do every day, with
nearly every purchase. That’s my dream,
“perchance” or otherwise.

Given that I’m not heir to a fortune, but
rather fortunate to still be here, what dollars I
earn – and in turn spend, are dollars whose
expenditure has to make sense (at least add
up, anyway). As a result, I’m always thinking
“what if,” as in “what if” I’m spending money
now on relative incidentals, money that I
might need later for more important health
and welfare-type costs? And I’m not discuss-
ing comfort foods, either. I’m discussing in-
home care and/or miscellaneous other
cancer-related expenses that can’t exactly be
paid out of petty cash. Expenses that gener-
ally don’t take care of themselves any more
than cancer takes care of itself. Moreover,
though little I know about health and fitness
and subsequent complications, I do know my
medical ABCs: Anything But Cancer.

However, cancer has become the name of
my game and living with it the greatest chal-
lenge of my life. Do I ignore it? Do I give in
to it? Do I adjust to it? As much as I want to
“live long and prosper,” and live as normally
with my diagnosis as I would live without it,
that compromised life expectancy/mortality
thing tends to rear its ugly, uncontrollable
head. The subconscious control it exerts over
me is not so much scary as it is uncomfort-
able – and somewhat uncharacteristic of who
I am and how I want to be. Unfortunately, I
can’t change the way I think now/how I’m
influenced any more than this life-long mem-
ber of Red Sox Nation can become a New
York Yankee fan. It’s almost as if your person-
ality profile/tendencies are genetically trans-
formed because of the mutations in your
cells brought about by the cancer being trig-
gered somehow. You know what you’re
doing. You think you know why you’re doing
it. But you still can’t stop yourself from doing
it. This preoccupation seems to manifest itself
most when I am spending money. I always
ask myself if I really need that item now. And
if I do need it now, how long might I actually
need it for. And how long I might need it for
determines the level of financial commitment
I’m willing to make. After all, are we talking
days, weeks, months or years?

A few decisions that have consumed me
of late, involving value versus actual need:

Eight pack of soap. Yes, I need to be
clean, but at what cost and for how long?

A 150-count “Mega” pack of tall kitchen
bags. We use a bag a week, approximately.
This purchase counts for three years. Who
benefits from that?

Pills/supplements I buy. Do I supply myself
with one-month, two-month, three-month,
or longer? Yes, the unit cost goes down but
my true cost may go up because my time
might be up.

My AARP membership. One-, three- or
five-year renewal. Again, the more years I
prepay, the less the cost. But at what cost?
Who’s the beneficiary? Me or my
beneficiary?

What to do? Live like having cancer mat-
ters or live like it doesn’t? Either way, “I’m a
victim of soicumstance.”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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❖ Staff, SECOND
PLACE, General
Makeup,
Alexandria Gazette
Packet
❖ Staff, SECOND
PLACE, Lifestyle or
Entertaiment
Pages, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Jeanne
Theismann,
SECOND PLACE,
Headline Writing,
Alexandria Gazette
Packet
❖ Jeanne
Theismann,
SECOND PLACE,

Business & Financial Writing, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Jeanne Theismann, SECOND
PLACE, Feature Story Writing,
Mount Vernon Gazette
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND
PLACE, Personal Service Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND
PLACE, Health, Science &
Environmental Writing, Arlington Connection
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND PLACE, Business

& Financial Writing, Mount
Vernon Gazette
❖ Lashawn Avery-Simon,
SECOND PLACE, General News
Photo, Arlington Connection
❖ Mike O’Connell, Victoria Ross,
Deb Cobb, Robbie Hammer,
Bonnie Hobbs, Amber Healy,
SECOND PLACE, Special Sections
or Special Editions, Fairfax
Connection

❖ Julia O’Donoghue, SECOND PLACE, Education
Writing, Fairfax Connection
❖ Marilyn Campbell, SECOND
PLACE, Personal Service Writing,
Great Falls Connection
❖ Victoria Ross, SECOND PLACE,
In-Depth or Investigative
Reporting, Fairfax Station/
Clifton/ Lorton Connection
❖ Jon Roetman, SECOND PLACE,
Sports Writing Portfolio, Fairfax Station/ Clifton/
Lorton Connection

❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Breaking News Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Government Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Health, Science &
Environmental Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet

❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Public Safety Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Montie Martin, FIRST PLACE,
Business & Financial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Montie Martin, FIRST PLACE,
Personal Service Writing,

Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, Photo
Illustration, Burke Connection
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, General
News Photo, Fairfax Connection
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, Online
Slide Show, Fairfax Connection
❖ Bonnie Hobbs,
FIRST PLACE,

Education Writing, Centre View
North
❖ Bonnie Hobbs, FIRST PLACE,
Feature Writing Portfolio, Centre
View North
❖ Michael O’Connell, Victoria
Ross, Deb Cobb, Robbie
Hammer, Bonnie Hobbs,

Amber Healy,
FIRST PLACE, Multimedia Feature
Report, Fairfax Connection
❖ Alex McVeigh, FIRST PLACE, In-
Depth or Investigative Reporting,
Great Falls
Connection
❖ Kenny Lourie,
FIRST PLACE, Local

Column, Potomac Almanac
❖ Kenny Lourie, FIRST PLACE,
Sports Column, Potomac
Almanac
❖ Ken Moore, Mary Kimm,
Robbie Hammer, FIRST PLACE,
Continuing News Coverage, Potomac Almanac

❖ Louise Krafft,
SECOND PLACE,
Picture Story or
Essay, Mount
Vernon Gazette
❖ Ken Moore,
Laurence Foong,
SECOND PLACE,
Infographics,
Potomac Almanac
❖ Carole Dell,
SECOND PLACE,
Local Column,
Potomac Almanac
❖ Susan Belford,
SECOND PLACE,
Feature Story,
Profile, Potomac
Almanac
❖ Louise Krafft, THIRD PLACE,
Pictorial Photo, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD
PLACE, Breaking News Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE,
Business & Financial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet

❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Writing, Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting, Mount Vernon Gazette
❖ Mary Kimm, THIRD PLACE, Editorial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Mary Kimm, THIRD PLACE, Editorial Writing,
Burke Connection
❖ Victoria Ross, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting, Fairfax Connection

❖ Kemal Kurspahic,
Laurence Foong,
Amna Rehmatulla,
THIRD PLACE,
Special Sections or
Special Editions,
Reston
Connection
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Winner of the 2011 Virginia Press Association Award
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