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To the Sugar Bowl
Under the direction of Carlos O. Gonzalez, the marching band from T.C. Williams
High School has been invited to perform at the 2014 Allstate Sugar Bowl. The
band’s 80 students will join marching bands from across the country in the half-
time show finale of the major college bowl game to be held in New Orleans. The
exclusive invitation is part of a WorldStrides Heritage Performance program.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

O
n the windswept streets of the city’s West
End, many poor and Latino residents say
they are living with a sense of uncertainty.

City leaders are considering a plan that would de-
molish 2,500 units of low-end garden apartments
and construct 6,500 units of luxury housing. Sup-
porters of the plan say the
plan includes 800 units of
dedicated affordable hous-
ing, but residents who live
here now say they don’t
know what will happen.

“We might move in with
local relatives in Fairfax, but
it’s totally unknown to us
right now,” said Rodolfo
Navorio, a senior at T.C.
Williams High School. “I try not to let it bother me,
personally, but when the time comes, I’ll have to deal
with it.”

This week, members of the Alexandria Planning

Commission approved the upzoning, although they
added an amendment that City Council members will
consider when they vote on the issue later this month.
Instead of delivering the units slowly over a 20-year
period, new member Derek Hyra suggested that all
800 of the dedicated units be delivered in the first
decade of redevelopment — a way he says would
minimize displacement of the thousands of families
who live there now.

“We don’t want the old urban renewal,” said Hyra.
“We want this to be considered new urban renewal.”

CRITICS OF THE PLAN wore pajamas to the Plan-
ning Commission hearing Tuesday night, an indica-
tion they were willing to stay as long as necessary to
advocate for the families who live there now. They
were right that it was going to be a long night, with

a vote that took place after
midnight. Speaker after
speaker said city officials
should delay the plan until
more accommodations
could be made for the thou-
sands of families who are
now living with uncer-
tainty.

“Let’s show them that we
heard them,” said Planning

Commission member Mary Lyman. “And that we are
at least trying to come up with some ideas to make it
better.”

Living with Uncertainty in West End
City Council to consider
plan to demolish hundreds
of low-end garden
apartments.

“We don’t want the old
urban renewal. We want
this to be considered new
urban renewal.”

— Derek Hyra

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
n the classic Depression era
tune “Nice Work if You Can
Get It,” Ira Gershwin de-
scribes “a man who only

lives for making money” as one
who “lives a life that isn’t neces-
sarily sunny.” Here in Alexandria,
the sun is not always shining on
the Alexandria Public Schools cen-
tral administra-
tion headquar-
ters on
B e a u r e g a r d
Street. But it is
raining cash —
$3.6 million this
year for 27 ad-
ministrators who
oversee a system
with 13,000 stu-
dents.

“My concern is
we have more
administrators
than we have
principals in the
e l e m e n t a r y
schools,” said
School Board
member Pat
Hennig. “We
need to take a
look to see if all
of these people
are needed and if there is a dupli-
cation of effort.”

Information about salaries is dif-
ficult to get. School officials would
not share the information without
first receiving a formal Freedom

of Information Act request. And
School Board member Ronnie
Campbell says elected officials
even have a hard time getting the
numbers.

“It’s very frustrating,” said
Campbell. “These salaries come
from taxpayers, so people in the
community shouldn’t have to file
a FOIA to get it.”

SALARIES FROM NEIGHBOR-
ING jurisdictions
show that Alexan-
dria is not out of
step with other ju-
risdictions. Super-
intendents in the
region, for ex-
ample, tend to
make anywhere
from $250,000 to
$300,000. So Su-
p e r i n t e n d e n t
Morton Sherman’s
salary of $265,000
falls well within
the norm, accord-
ing to industry
groups that track
salary data. Even
when you look at
national data,
Alexandria’s sala-
ries do not stand
out as particularly
high.

“Alexandria is not out of line
with other jurisdictions across the
country,” said Daniel Domenech,
executive director of the American
Association of School Administra

The Price of
Administration
School system’s central office
has 27 administrators who earn
a total of $3.6 million a year.

“Alexandria is
not out of line
with other
jurisdictions
across the
country. If
anything, the
city seems to be
on the lean
side.”

— Daniel Domenech,
executive director,

American Association of
School Administrators
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Alexandria Department of Planning and Zoning

From Page 1

Living with Uncertainty in West End
But when Hyra suggested that commissioners con-

sider adding 100 additional units of affordable hous-
ing, a majority of the members rejected the idea.
They said that the small-area plan had already been
considered and adopted, including a carefully bal-
anced financial plan for how the affordable units
would be financed.

“It’s not that I didn’t hear them, and my heart
strings were tugged at,” said Planning Commission
member Eric Wagner. “But there is no other plan
that we’ve developed that puts this kind of money
for affordable housing.”

THE ZONING PLAN now before
City Council members includes
$167 million for affordable hous-
ing, a feature that supporters say
makes the Beauregard plan a his-
toric addition to the supply of
dedicated units in the region.
About $52 million of that will
come from developer contribu-
tions, with the rest coming from
tax-increment funding. Planning
Commission members said that if
they failed to approve the deal,
those units would not be available
and market forces would displace
residents.

“If we don’t act,” explained chairman John
Komoroske, “we lose those units.”

Many residents who live in the apartments now
say the promise of 800 units in the future is small
consolation for people who live in 2,500 units to-
day. They worry that they might not be one of the
lucky few who gets selected to live in the units, which
will be a fraction of the market-rate affordable hous-
ing units there today. Many residents say the stress
of an uncertain future lingers over their days, a phe-
nomenon that several suggested that City Council
members consider as they take up the issue

“Let the stress kick in of having to find a place to
live, of relocating their kids, of having a longer com-
mute to work,” said Alex Santiago, who has three
children in the public school system. “Have them
stress about it as much as me and my family are stress-
ing about it.”

CITY OFFICIALS say the redevelopment will un-
fold in phases over three decades, a long-term plan
that includes a new town center and a transit corri-
dor. Developers expect to break ground in 2014, when
the first phase of demolition and construction will
begin. The deal now under consideration would have

developers contribute $52 million
for affordable housing, $28 mil-
lion for a traffic ellipse, $23 mil-
lion for a transitway, $18 million
for donated land and $10 million
for a fire station. An attorney rep-
resenting developer JBG said the
phasing plan will allow many of
the families to stay where they are
during the construction.

“There will be many, many
apartments that remain in place
over time,” said Kathy Puskar, a
land-use attorney who represents
the developers interested in rede-
veloping the properties. “So the

first phase is not tearing down all 2,500 units.”
The original plan called for the first 47 units of

dedicated affordable housing to be delivered in 2014,
with half of the units more than a decade away. Now
that Planning Commission members have suggested
an accelerated timetable, those units may be avail-
able sooner if City Council members agree. Until then,
many of the residents of this working class neighbor-
hood say they want to find a way to stay in a neigh-
borhood they have come to call home

“I feel very sad because I live for 16 years here,”
said Milagros Navorio. “I want to stay here for my
family.”

“I try not to let it
bother me,
personally, but
when the time
comes, I’ll have to
deal with it.”

— Rodolfo Navorio, a senior
at T.C. Williams High School

Amending the Minutes
What would happen if an alien species landed on a barren and

deserted Alexandria a millennia from now? Would they be able
to make sense out of the waterfront plan? Vice Mayor Allison
Silberberg is not so sure.

At issue is the minutes of the Feb. 23 City Council meeting.
During the meeting, she introduced a series of letters critical of
the controversial rezoning plan, which would almost triple den-
sity at three sites compared to what’s there now. The letters were
from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, longtime state
Sen. Patsy Ticer (D-30) and legendary folk singer Pete Seeger.
Silberberg also suggested that council member should consider
allowing only one hotel instead of two.

None of that is reflected in the official minutes of the meeting.
Instead, this is what future generations will see: “Vice Mayor

Silberberg submitted letters from the community regarding the
waterfront issue and stated that she is seeking a compromise for
the community on the waterfront plan.” The vice mayor says she
doesn’t believe that sentence captures the essence of what hap-
pened during the meeting. But when she tried to add some detail
to the minutes, none of her colleagues on the council were will-
ing to support the change.

“People should know the minutes of this meeting are not his-
torically accurate,” said Silberberg, who is still frustrated by the
lack of detail in the official record. “I just think that’s a basic
democratic value that the minutes reflect what happened.”

HOT Issue
Residents on the West End are not breathing easy this week,

and many are organizing a protest this weekend to draw atten-
tion to construction of an Interstate ramp that many say will be
an environmental hazard. At issue is a ramp from the High Occu-
pancy Toll lanes from Shirley Memorial Highway at Turkeycock
Run. “The ramp will raise pollution levels well above safe expo-
sure standards for more than 75,000 local residents,” wrote West
End resident Mary Hasty in a letter to her neighbors this week.
“An independent analysis reveals the ramp will spike area pollu-
tion for miles around, affecting over 75,000 residents.”

A coalition of homeowner associations known as Concerned
Residents of Landmark is sponsoring the demonstration, which is
set to begin at 10 a.m. Saturday morning. The rally will take place
at the construction site for the HOT lanes terminus at the
Stevenson Avenue cul-de-sac.

Appreciating Potomac Yard
This year, city officials plan to spend about $2 million for the

Potomac Yard Metro station — a $273 million station that city
taxpayers will pay for in the coming decades. The location hasn’t
even been determined yet, and most of Potomac Yard remains
raw land or longstanding retail property. In the future, city offi-
cials are planning a financial model that will set aside apprecia-
tion on the real estate to fund service delivery in the newly cre-
ated neighborhood.

“With development at Potomac Yard now accelerating, and with
the timing of potential station construction drawing nearer, the
fine tuning of the revenue calculation model will occur over the
next year,” wrote Budget Director Nelsie Smith in a budget memo
last week.

Part of that fine tuning will be the creation of a model to differ-
entiate between kinds of properties. Single-family detached homes
will be taxed at a different rate than townhouses, for example, or
mid-rise residential properties. Budget officials say the reason for
that is residents of these buildings will demand different kinds of
services as taxpayers. “Making a distinction will be important as
Alexandria City Public Schools costs are the biggest driver of the
cost of serving residential properties,” Smith said. “And there are
major differences in student generation among different types of
residential property.”

Currently, the station is in the Environmental Impact Statement
Study phase — a process that city budget officials have set aside
$2 million for this year. Three alternative designs are currently
under consideration, ranging in cost from $194 million to $459
million. City Council members are expected to make a decision
on the design and location this year.

— Michael Lee Pope

Week in Alexandria
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Call Jon Wolford, Managing Broker at the Alexandria/Old Town Office

Alexandria $475,000
801 Pitt St S #418. Welcome home to a sensational top floor
corner flat with treetop views of Old Town. Private and quiet
location w/fireplace, washer/dryer. Updated kitchen & baths.
This home is move-in ready. Walk to shops & restaurants. From
this in-town perch, summer afternoons provide the chance to
relax poolside.

Diann Hicks 703-628-2440

Old Town
$529,900

730 S Alfred Street.
Great Old Town 2 BR, 2 BA
row home mins from shops
& restaurants. Renovated
kitchen w/granite, custom
cabinets & tiled back-
splash. Spa-like bath
w/custom tile work,
designer fixtures & vanity.
Fully finished, walk-out
lower lvl family rm, full bath
& bonus rm for a den.
Fenced-in backyard
w/spacious outdoor patio
perfect for grilling.

Jennifir Birtwhistle
(Bobsein)

703-835-1256

Del Ray
$559,900

221 E. Del Ray Ave. This
fabulous townhome is just
steps to Del Ray’s Mount
Vernon Avenue. This unique
home features 2 bedrooms
plus a spacious finished attic
for potential den or playroom,
2 full baths, gorgeous updated
kitchen, partially finished
lower level, spacious fully
fenced backyard and driveway
for off-street parking. Steps to
shops, restaurants and
weekend farmers market in
Del Ray. More Info:
www.HomesofAlexandria.com

Bobi Bomar
703-927-2213

Woodbridge/Lake Ridge $385,000
2815 Ringgold Ct. CENTER HALL BRICK COLONIAL IN CLOSE-IN, PARK-LIKE LAKE
RIDGE! You will love relaxing in the sunroom or the large deck w/dramatic view
of trees. Five bedrooms, 3.5 baths on a quiet cul-de-sac; first floor family room
& rec rm in walk-out lower level. Over 2,600 SF! Easy access for schools,
shopping, commuting. See details at CindyandLeslieWeichert.com.
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418•Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

Arlington $1,500,000
2231 Military Rd. Set away from Military Rd on private, quiet cul-de-sac with
huge yard. Grand & spacious home in such a convenient location! Open floor
plan, perfect for entertaining. Bonus rooms include large main level office, au pair
suite, hobby room, plus tons of storage space. Master bedroom & bath to die for
with 22 ft long walk-in closet. Entirely updated and move-in ready! Walk to shops.
Kristen Mason Coreas 571-213-0617•Jeremy Stewart 703-879-4131

Alexandria $468,000
6815 Vantage Drive. Beautifully updated contemporary home with
huge family room loft overlooking two-level living room with vaulted
ceilings and skylights. Great kitchen, open floor plan, garage and large
flat yard, too! Move-in ready 4 BR, 2 BA home convenient to everywhere
including Metro, Old Town, Kingstowne, Belvoir & Wilson Bridge.
Kristen Mason Coreas 571-213-0617•Jeremy Stewart 703-879-4131

Alexandria $389,900
2713 Albemarle Drive. Jefferson Manor Beauty. Amazing renovation.
This kitchen is like none other in this neighborhood. Completely
opened up and professionally “DONE.” Travertine in the bathroom and
kitchen backsplash. Finished basement with a full bath. BEST of all...a
NEW HVAC and water heater. Just move right in! Walk to Metro.

Julie F. Hall 703-786-3634

JUST LISTED

OPEN SUNDAY

Del Ray $519,900
800 Mount Vernon Avenue. Adorable detached home is updated through-
out and just steps to Metro. This charming home features 2 bedrooms and a
spacious back yard. Large attic offers ample storage. Driveway provides
convenient off-street parking. Short stroll to schools, shops and restaurants
in Del Ray. More Info: www.HomesofAlexandria.com

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

COMING SOON

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 PM

JUST LISTED

Alexandria/
Cameron Station
495 Cameron Station
Blvd. This is a 10!
Completely renovated 2
BR/2.5 BA end unit gets
loads of natural light!
Hardwood floors &
designer paint throughout.
Kit has granite, stainless
steel appls & cherry
cabinets. Incredible spa-
like Master BA w/travertine
& frameless glass
enclosed shower. Garage
+ assigned space. Shuttle
to Metro.

Erika Carroll
703-568-7376NEW LISTING

Rivergate/
Old Town

$1,500,000
112 Madison Place. Premier
3 bedroom, 4.5 bath Rivergate
home with unparalleled river
views. Living room with gas
fireplace, formal dining room,
gourmet kitchen and family
room with balcony. Fabulous
owner’s suite with fireplace,
sitting room, Juliette balcony
& luxury bath. Walk-out lower
level recreation room with wet
bar and patio. Lots of storage
& 2-car garage.

 Christine Garner
703-587-4855

Alexandria/Huntington $299,900
Relax and enjoy the view! This spacious and bright two master
bedroom condo w/GARAGE features large enclosed balcony
overlooking the trees, with city lights at night! New carpet and
paint, ready to move into. In beautiful Montebello, loaded with
amenities; just one light from I-495, 2 miles to Old Town. See
Virtual Tour for details at 5903mounteagledr306.com
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418•Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 PM

Alexandria $488,000
525 Fayette Street #622. PENTHOUSE! ONE BEDROOM PLUS DEN.
Maple hardwood floors throughout. Balcony off of Master Bedroom
with Courtyard view! Granite counters and Stainless Steel Appliances,
Wall-Mounted Plasma TV, 42" Maple Cabinets and Wine Rack,
Washer Dyer in unit. Parking Space and storage included will convey.
Party Room and Fitness Center. Walk to Metro and King St.

Gary Chute 703-371-9926
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FREE WHITENING
New Patients Only - After complete exam, x-rays, and cleaning.

Periodontal disease and cavities must be treated first.

News

A
lexandria Sheriff Dana Lawhorne and mem-
bers of his office accompanied the Easter
Bunny, portrayed by Winchester Sheriff

Leonard Millholland, to Inova Alexandria Hospital
on Wednesday, March 27, for the Office’s annual visit.

Carrying a basket of stuffed bunnies adorned with
hearts and the printed message “Some Bunny Loves
Me,” Deputy Valarie Wright, Latoscha Pierce and Tif-

fany Searcy helped the Easter Bunny spread cheer
to patients, visitors, staff and volunteers.

The Inova Alexandria Hospital bunny began in
2009 in this joint community service project spon-
sored by the Easter Bunny Foundation, a nonprofit
organization whose mission is to provide a personal
visit and a toy from the Easter Bunny during the week
of Easter to children in hospitals.

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne and
Deputy Valarie Wright
arrive at Inova Alexandria
Hospital with a basket full
of stuffed bunnies and
candy.

The Easter Bunny,
portrayed by Winches-

ter Sheriff Leonard
Millholland, enjoys

visiting with patients
and hospital staff.
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Easter Bunny Spreads Cheer at Hospital
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27 in Central Office Earn Total of $3.6 Million
Central Administration Salaries

❖ Superintendent Morton Sherman, since 8-15-2008
$265,000
❖ Deputy Superintendent Madye Henson, since 7-11-2011
$177,000
❖ Chief Academic Officer GwenCarol Holmes, since 5-16-2011
$172,000
❖ Chief Human Resources Officer Kevin North, since 8-29-2011
$172,000
❖ Chief Financial Officer Stacey Johnson, since 11-18-2009
$158,000
❖ Chief Administrative Officer Tammy Ignacio, since 8-21-1991
$158,000
❖ Executive Director of Policy Development Margee Walsh, since 4-1-1993
$150,000
❖ Executive Director of Curriculum John Brown, since 11-16-2009
$148,000
❖ Executive Director of Technology Services Elizabeth Hoover, since 8-21-1995
$145,000
❖ Director of Educational Facilities William Finn, since 7-2-2012
$144,000
❖ Director of Pupil Transportation David Rose, since 5-3-2004
$138,000
❖ Director of Accounting Michael Covington,  II, since 11-3-2010
$138,000
❖ Coordinator of Volunteer and Community Partnerships Coleen Mann, since 7-9-2004
$134,000
❖ Director of Pre-K Initiatives Gregory Hutchings, since 1-3-2011
$132,000
❖ Director of Nutritional Services Becky Domokos-Bays, since 8-25-2003
$127,000
❖ Director of Special Education Services Jane Quenneville, since 9-22-2008
$127,000
❖ Director of Employee Relations Sandra Hardeman, since 6-7-2010
$122,000
❖ Director of Employment James Loomis, since 11-4-1998
$122,000
❖ Director of Communications and Public Relations Kelly Alexander, 1-3-2011
$122,000
❖ Director of English Language Learning Bethany Nickerson, since 8-17-2010
$118,000
❖ Director of Equity Victor Martin, since 12-3-2012
$109,000
❖ Director of Technology Services Marya Runkle, since 8-25-2003
$108,000
❖ Director of Title 1 Programs Natalie Mitchell, since 7-1-2010
$104,000
❖ Executive Director of Accountability Clinton Page, since 8-25-2008
$102,000
❖ Assistant Director of Maintenance and Operations Lucy Willis, since 9-25-2006
$99,000
❖ Clerk to the School Board Candra Hodges, since 8-15-2011
$70,000
❖ Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent Keira Hopkins, since 12-3-2008
$54,000

See Bulletin Board,  Page 23

Kick Butts Day
On Kick Butts Day, March 20, more than 40 Alexandria youth, sup-
ported by adults, celebrated the day by conducting Operation Store-
front, where they filled out surveys on the amount of tobacco adver-
tising in over 60 local stores. Kick Butts Day is a national day of
activism that engages youth in a variety of activities designed to
raise awareness about the problems of tobacco use in the schools
and in the community. The Kick Butts Day activities were sponsored
by the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria, the
Clean and Smoke Free Air Coalition of Alexandria, Y Street, and the
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Activities.
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tors. “If anything, the city seems to be on
the lean side.”

Domenech said that when you look at the
ratio of administrators per pupil, Alexan-
dria has fewer officials than other jurisdic-
tions of its size. And the average deputy
superintendent in Northern Virginia makes
about $180,000, according to Domenech.
So Deputy Superintendent Madye Henson’s
annual salary of $177,000 is below the re-
gional average. He said that when city resi-
dents look at salaries of central administra-
tors, they need to remember that these are
highly educated people in high demand,
and that the marketplace of talent works
the same way in public sector as it does in
the private sector. “If people were to look
at a similar list of salaries for people in the
private sector, they would seem to be all
right,” said Domenech, a former superin-
tendent in the Fairfax County public school
system. “But somehow in the public sector,
it’s almost as if these people have taken a
vow of poverty, and they have not.”

THE GERSHWIN TUNE also laments “a
man who works for fame” because “there’s
no guarantee that time won’t erase his
name.” So far, Superintendent Sherman’s
name has been thoroughly etched into the
memory of people in Alexandria and
throughout the region. Last year, then-Vice
Mayor Kerry Donley called for Sherman to
resign after a financial scandal was uncov-
ered in the school system’s budget office.
Instead of stepping down, the superinten-
dent brought a new team of administrators
on board and persuaded School Board
members to let him stay for the remainder
of his contract, which expires in the sum-
mer of 2015.

“I think there would be a comfort level

across the city with what we are spending
if we had better results,” said School Board
member Bill Campbell. “So don’t tell me
there’s no room in this budget for adjust-
ments.”

One potential cut under consideration
would remove three positions from central
staff to save $425,000 a year.

“As a board, we are analyzing all of the
administrator salaries as we go through the
budget process,” said School Board Chair-
woman Karen Graf in an emailed response
to questions. “I think there will be some
critical analysis that might bring about some
more effective streamlining of the organi-
zational chart.”

ADMINISTRATOR SALARIES in Alexan-
dria tend to be about twice as much as the
average teacher salary which is $73,000.
School officials say part of the reason for
the cost of administration is the challenge
of working in a system where 56 percent of
students qualify for free or reduced price
lunch, an indication that most of the public
school students in the city live in poverty.
That’s one of the reasons why the cost-per-
pupil in Alexandria is $17,618, one of the
highest in the region. Educational leaders
in Northern Virginia say attracting talent
to this region is difficult because the cost of
living here is so high.

“Obviously people are most familiar with
teachers and principals,” said Phil Kavits,
communications director with Prince Will-
iam County public school system. “But they
may not be familiar with all the people who
are necessary to make sure we get students
to school, that we keep them safe while they
are there, that we deal with the myriad
mandates from the state and local level and
that we effectively communicate with par-
ents and other constituents.”

Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday by noon. Pho-
tos welcome.

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE
PREVENTION MONTH EVENTS
SafeAssured Child Identification. SafeAssured

ID Kits provide families with vital information
needed by law enforcement and the media to
immediately broadcast information unique to a
missing child. Open to the public. For more
information, visit http://www.safeassured-
id.com/.

Saturday, April 6, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at Cora
Kelley Recreation Center

Saturday, April 13, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at William
Ramsey Recreation Center

Saturday, April 27, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at Charles
Houston Recreation Center.

Darkness to Light’s (D2L) Stewards of
Children. Training for parents and caregivers
in the ways to better prevent, recognize and
respond to child sexual abuse. Childcare and
pizza provided. Reservations limited. To
register, go to:
cacstewardsofchildrentraining.eventbrite.com/

Friday, April 19, 3- 6 p.m. at The Center for
Alexandria’s Children, 1900 N. Beauregard St.,
Suite 200

Tuesday, April 30, 3– 6 p.m. at The Center for

Alexandria’s Children, 1900 N. Beauregard St.,
Suite 200

A Playgroup A Day: The Center will host a
playgroup a day through the month of April.
Developmental playgroups focus on the
importance of learning through play and provide
parents with best practices. Ages 0-5. No pre-
registration or enrollment necessary. For a
listing of playgroups, visit the Center’s website
at www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org or call
703-746-6008.

SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS MONTH EVENTS
The Sexual Assault Center of the Department of

Community & Human Services will recognize
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. There will be
several activities going on around the City:

View the Message of Hope display:
April 1 – 12 at the Department of Health (4480

King St.) and DCHS (2525 Mt. Vernon Ave.)
April 15 – 19 at the Casey Clinic (1200 N.

Howard St.) and the Alexandria Police
Department

April 19 – 26 at the Alexandria Police Department
(3600 Wheeler Ave.)

The Clothesline Project, a display of t-shirts made
by survivors that bears witness to the violence
they have experienced, will be on display April

Bulletin Board
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Business

A
fter months of canvassing
neighbors and businesses
in Del Ray, the Del Ray

Variety Store held a grand open-
ing on Saturday morning, March
30. The canvassing was the brain-
child of the owners — to find out
what the neighborhood lacks in
goods and supplies. The focus is
on fun and convenience, some-
thing for everyone to enjoy:
children’s toys, arts and crafts, pet
products, helium balloons, greet-
ing cards, hardware, and party
supplies. Also in the inventory are
office and school supplies, beauty
products, bath and kitchen prod-
ucts, and general home merchan-
dise and candy. The store is inde-
pendently owned by Jennifer and
Erik Dorn.

Free parking is available for 21
cars next to the store at 203 E. Del
Ray Avenue.

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, Councilwoman Del Pepper, Del Ray Variety Shop co-owner
Erik Dorn, U.S. Rep. Jim Moran, Ryan Bailey, owner of Greener Cleaner of Del Ray
and Heart of Del Ray 2013 awardee Serdar Basegmez, Gayle Reuter, Patty Moran,
Carol Bailey, Pat Miller, president of the Del Ray Business Association Mellenie
Runion, Del Ray Variety Shop co-owner Jennifer Dorn and Dr. Jennifer Lee.

Sunna and Ray Mahmood, Mayor Bill Euille and Del Ray
Variety Store owners Jennifer and Erik Dorn take a mo-
ment from the grand opening festivities and the new
variety store in Del Ray.

Phoebe, Mein,
Olivia and

Claire tour the
parking lot

with gift
balloons

during the
grand opening
celebration on

Saturday
morning.

Del Ray Variety Shop co-owner Erik Dorn
has a laugh with Bryan Porter and Sheriff
Dana Lawhorne.

Del Ray Variety Store Opens

Photo by

Louise Krafft
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Help Shelter on Free Cone Day
On Tuesday April 9, Ben & Jerry’s across the nation will host its

annual Free Cone Day. From noon to 8 p.m. at the Old Town Ben
& Jerry’s located at 103 South Union St., Carpenter’s Shelter will
be collecting donations. All proceeds further Carpenter’s Shelter’s
work in the community, serving homeless and formerly homeless
men, women and children. The ice cream is free but all donations
benefit Carpenter’s Shelter.

From 4-6 p.m., guest scoopers will be dishing out ice cream
alongside the Carpenter’s staff. Guests will include: U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran, Kerry Donley, David Speck and Sheriff Dana Lawhorne.

Donate Dresses for
‘Princess for a Night’

The eighth annual Princess for a Night project is collecting dry-
cleaned formal dresses, shoes, handbags, jewelry, unused make-
up (for example, sample cosmetics), and shopping bags now
through Friday, May 11.

Donations can be dropped off at the T.C. Williams High School’s
Main Office, 3330 King St., Monday through Friday between 7:30
a.m. and 4 p.m.

For the past seven years, the community has helped young
women across the region to attend prom without major expense.
In April, dresses and other prom essentials are collected at vari-
ous drop-off points throughout the area. Then, in April and May,
events are held at T.C. Williams High School and two other local
high schools, where the students can select dresses, shoes, hand-
bags and jewelry free of charge. Last year, more than 500 dresses
(as well as shoes, jewelry, and handbags) were donated; more
than 325 students from 11 high schools attended.

The project especially needs dresses for full-figured young
women (sizes 18+). Do not donate velvet or wintry dresses, soiled
items, outdated items, casual dresses or items for mature women,
as they cannot be used.

Dress selection will take place at T.C. Williams on Friday, April
27, from 3:30 to 6 p.m., and Saturday, April 28, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Enter through the Chinquapin Drive entrance and follow
the signs. Students will be served on a first-come, first-served
basis.

To assist with the project, e-mail Eleanor Muse, eleanor.muse
@acps.k12.va.us.

Join Spring2ACTion on April 17
On April 17, 95 of Alexandria’s nonprofit organizations are en-

listing the community to raise money for local causes during
Spring2ACTion, a 24-hour online giving drive. Also known as
Alexandria’s Giving Day, Spring2ACTion, is hosted by ACT for
Alexandria and ACTion Alexandria.

The Art League, Animal Welfare League of Alexandria, Com-
munity Lodgings, Alexandria Police Foundation, Carpenter’s Shel-
ter, Stop Child Abuse Now (SCAN) of Northern Virginia, local
PTAs, Hopkins House, Alexandria Seaport Foundation, Senior
Services of Alexandria, Gadsby’s Tavern Museum Society,
Alexandrians Involved Ecumenically (ALIVE!), Center for
Alexandria’s Children, The Child & Family Network Centers,
Friends of Guest House and The Reading Connection are some of
the participating organizations. Nearly 14 percent of children in
Alexandria live in poverty and more than one-third are consid-
ered low-income, according to Venture Philanthropy Partners’ 2012
Capital Kids report.  Alexandrians can join the effort on April 17
by visiting www.spring2action.org. A donation of $10 can help
one’s favorite nonprofits keep up with local needs. Spring2ACTion
has helped Alexandria nonprofits raise more than $420,000 since
its inception in 2011 to support new and existing programs.

Park To Host Earth Day Events
Celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, April 20 at Ben Brenman Park,

4800 Brenman Park Drive, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  The event will
include educational exhibits, demonstrations, hands-on activities
for children, a tree sale, and more.  For details visit
alexearthday.org.

News Briefs
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By Chuck Hagee

O
ne is an accomplished archi-
tect, the other an award-win
ning photographic artist. To
gether Marlin G. Lord and

Kathryn A. Brown transform the world
around them and give tangible evidence to
the philosophy of Johann Friedrich von
Schiller: “He who has done the best for his
own time has lived for all times.”

Lord brought his Midwestern values,
sense of community and can-do attitude
with him when he came to the Del Ray sec-
tion of Alexandria 47 years ago from Min-
neapolis to join the architectural firm of
Vosbeck, Vosbeck, Kendrick and Redinger
(VVKR). Today the results are evident, not
only in structural form, but also in his on-
going activities and civic and philanthropic
actions citywide.

Brown was born in Hato Rey, Puerto Rico,
grew up in Westfield, N.J., and graduated
from Pennsylvania State University with a
bachelor of arts degree emphasizing fine art,
architecture, art education and history.
Twelve years later, after working for sev-
eral firms as an architectural draftsperson,
and a sojourn in California, she decided her
first love was photography. However, it was
her architectural drafting capabilities that
brought her in contact with Lord. She ap-
plied for a job at VVKR. Lord, then a vice
president of the firm, recommended that
she be hired.

“We came upon one another in the stair-
well of the building after she was hired and
I said that I was the one who had recom-
mended her,” Lord said. That was in 1979.
It was the beginning of an alliance that has
benefitted Alexandria and its residents for
more than 33 years.

In addition to being founding members
of the Del Ray Artisans (DRA), a nonprofit
organization with the mission of promot-
ing art and community, Brown’s and Lord’s
other joint civic endeavors include the King
Street Gardens Park Foundation and Chin-
quapin Organic Gardens. They also work
together at Lord’s architecture firm, Marlin
G. Lord AIA Architect. Lord is the company’s
principle architect and Brown is the

draftsperson. They share design responsi-
bilities. They also support each other’s pho-
tographic art and submit their work to ex-
hibitions throughout the metropolitan area.

A MINNESOTA NATIVE, Lord earned
architectural degrees from the University of
Minnesota in 1960 and 1962. His architec-
tural designs in Northern Virginia include
the National Council of Teachers of Math-
ematics headquarters in Reston, the Tho-
mas Jefferson Elementary School in Falls
Church and the restaurants Los Tios Grill
on Mount Vernon Avenue and Dos Amigos
on Braddock Road.

Perhaps Lord’s greatest architectural con-
tribution to Alexandria was his leadership
on a new design for the old Monroe Avenue
Bridge. The straightening and redesign of
the bridge resulted in safer and more effi-
cient traffic flow on Jefferson Davis High-
way, improved the Potomac Yard land-use

plan, expanded parkland at Simpson Field
and led to the revitalization of Mount
Vernon Avenue as a safe and thriving com-
mercial and residential primary artery
through Del Ray.

In 1983 Brown left VVKR to establish her
own commercial photography firm concen-
trating on events, products, public relations
and architecture. She received an A.A.S.
degree in commercial photography from
Northern Virginia Community College in
1988. She continues to provide drafting
service to Lord’s architectural firm. “Pho-
tography is both a vocation and avocation
for me. As a full-time, self-employed com-
mercial photographer I strive daily to pro-
vide visually stimulating images to fulfill my
clients’ needs. As a fine art photographer I
strive to balance the pressure of deadlines
with the release of the creative process,”
Brown said.

Brown has served as vice president of in-
ternal affairs and grant chair for Artisans
United, Inc. in Annandale, and is a legacy
member of The Art League in Alexandria.
She has served as treasurer and newsletter
editor of the Business and Professional
Women’s Club of Fairfax County and is a
member of the Del Ray Business Associa-
tion, the Del Ray Citizens Association and
Agenda:Alexandria. She served a term on
the visual arts panel of the Alexandria Com-
mission for the Arts. She was a member of
the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce cul-
tural arts committee from 1991 until the

committee was disbanded and in 1992 be-
came the Alexandria Arts Forum, a coali-
tion of artists and arts patrons, advocates
and administrators. Brown helped found the
forum and for 18 years has served in mul-
tiple positions on its board.

One of Brown’s most recognized ventures
was cutting and donating her long hair to
Locks of Love, an organization that collects
human hair to make wigs for children who
suffer from diseases that cause their hair to
fall out. “It was recommended for me to do
this by my fellow DRA members,” Brown
said. Her hair had not been cut since she
was in the eighth grade. It had reached
nearly to her knees before her first dona-
tion of 17 inches in 2009 to Locks of Love.
She repeated the donation in 2012 with a
donation of another 17 inches. Her dona-
tions were leveraged to raise funds for the
Ted Eichers Memorial Art Scholarship,
which awards $1,000 annually to a T.C.
Williams High School senior. “I was amazed
by the depth of the warmth and generosity
that I found as I spoke with fellow
Alexandrians,” she said. “In the end we were
able to donate $800 to the fund.”

AS FOUNDING MEMBERS of
Alexandria’s Urban Design Task Force,
Brown and Lord fostered an international
design competition for King Street Gardens
Park, located at the intersection of King
Street and Daingerfield and Diagonal
Roads. The project was the recipient of
many grants, which helped lead to its cre-
ation. It was also funded in part by the Buy
a Brick, Build a Park campaign, spearheaded
by Lord and Brown, serving as volunteers.

“There was a fair amount of controversy
and even a proposal by some to have it torn
down. But supporters of the project threat-
ened to chain themselves to it if any attempt
was made to dismantle it,” Lord said. The
park now hosts Wednesday farmers markets
from May through October and an annual
Supper Under the Stars organized by the
Old Town Business and Professional Asso-
ciation.

For 20 years Lord served as a member of
the Alexandria Park and Recreation Com-
mission, including seven years as chair. Over
the years Lord has also answered the Alex-
andria City Council’s call to serve on the
Waterfront Committee, the Alexandria 2020
Ad Hoc Committee, the Washington Area
Council of Governments citizen land-use
advisory committee and the Upper Potomac
West Task Force, to mention a few. He is a
former president of the Del Ray Citizens
Association and a recipient of the Del Ray
Business Association’s Star Award.

Lord is also an award-winning photogra-
pher in his own right. “He won an award
for his photography in the first show he ever
entered,” Brown said.

Together, Lord and Brown have not only
changed the face of Del Ray but also have
been instrumental movers and shakers in
many activities and projects that have im-
proved the City of Alexandria and the lives
of its residents.

Lord and Brown Help Shape This City
They share
artistic vision and
volunteer spirit.

Living Legends: The Project
Living Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing 501(c)(3) photo-documentary project to identify,

honor and chronicle the people making current history in Alexandria. The project was conceived in
2006 to create an enduring artistic record of the people whose vision and dedication make a positive,
tangible difference to the quality of life in Alexandria.

Platinum and Gold sponsors this year are the Alexandria Commission for the Arts; Club Managers
Association of America; Goodwin House, Inc.; McLaughlin Ryder Investments; Renner & Company,
CPA, P.C. and SunTrust Bank.

This is one of a series of profiles that will appear this year. For information, to volunteer, become a
sponsor or nominate a future Legend, visit www.AlexandriaLegends.com or contact
Legends@AlexandriaLegends.com .

Living Legends

In addition to being founding members of the Del Ray Artisans, Kathryn
Brown’s and Marlin Lord’s other joint civic endeavors include the King
Street Gardens Park Foundation and Chinquapin Organic Gardens.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
S
t
e
v
e
n
 
H

a
l
p
e
r
s
o

n



10  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 4-10, 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion

www.AlexandriaGazette.com

@AlexGazette

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
Published by

Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703-778-9410
e-mail:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Steven Mauren
Editor, 703-778-9415

smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Michael Lee Pope
Reporter, 703-615-0960

mpope@connectionnewspapers.com
@MichaelLeePope

Jeanne Theismann
703-778-9436

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

Jon Roetman
Sports Editor, 703-224-3015

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
@jonroetman

Louise Krafft
Photographer

lkrafft@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

e-mail:
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Julie Ferrill
Display Advertising, 703-778-9446

jferrill@connectionnewspapers.com

Jane Hughes
Display Advertising, 703-778-9448

jhughes@connectionnewspapers.com

Tara Lloyd
Display Advertising, 703-778-9447

tlloyd@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411

asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

Publisher
Jerry Vernon

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

@MaryKimm

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Art/Design:

Laurence Foong, John Heinly
Production Manager:

Jean Card
Geovani Flores

Editor Emeritus:
Mary Anne Weber

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

A Connection Newspaper

The Alexandria Gazette Packet is
distributed weekly to selected homes in the

City of Alexandria.
Any owners or occupants of premises that
do not wish to receive the paper can notify

the publisher by telephone at 703-917-
6480 or by email to

circulation@connectionnewspapers.com,
and the distributor will be notified to

discontinue service.

Gazette Packet
Alexandria

A
pril is poetry month, and we invite
our readers to share their poems
with us. Some will appear in the
print edition and some will appear

online.
We’d love to have a note from you about

what inspired your poetry, and illustration,
photo of you, etc. are welcomed
as well. Include the text of your
poem, your name and address
(we will only print your name
and town name, not your full

address), email address and phone number to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.

Here are some poetry happenings from
around the area:

Alexandria’s new poetry society, based at the
Duncan Library, will hold its second meeting
at St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub on April 8 from 8 – 10
p.m. and will explore beat poetry. For more,
contact the Duncan Library at 703-746-1705.

At presstime, Alexandria was expected to
announce the name of the new Alexandria Poet
Laureate, replacing Amy Young.

Bernadette Geyer of Vienna was selected for
the 2012 Hilary Tham Capital Collection for
her poetry manuscript, “The Scabbard of Her
Throat.”

The Iota Club and Cafe, 2832 Wilson Blvd.,
Arlington, holds an annual poetry event on
Mother’s Day. This year’s event, Sunday, May
12, 6-8 p.m., will feature Bernadette Geyer of
Vienna and James Arthur. Iota Club and Café

is at 2832 Wilson Blvd., Arlington.
Virginia’s current Poet Laureate, Sofia M.

Starnes, has launched The Nearest Poem An-
thology project, which will collect 50-100 po-
ems submitted by Virginia residents “that are
most meaningful to us and thus create a testi-
mony to the immediacy of poetry and its close-
ness to everyday life.” Submissions will be ac-
cepted through June, and should include the
full text of the poem, the name of the poet and
the source, including where you encountered
the poem, and 200-250 words of persuasive
explanation of why you selected the poem.
“This should include some information about
yourself and why you consider your selected
poem ‘nearest’ to you,” Starnes writes. “The
compelling nature of your write-up — your
story — will play an important role in the se-
lection of the poems to be included.” Visit

h t t p : / / s o f i a m s t a r n e s . c o m /
NearestPoemAnthologyBrochure.pdf

Mother’s Day Photos
Mother’s Day is May 12 and every year at

this time we call for submissions to our
Mother’s Day photo gallery. Send photos of you
and your mother, grandmothers, great-grand-
mothers. Please name everyone in the photo,
describe what is happening in the photo and
include your name, address, email address and
phone number. Send photos to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

You can also submit poetry, poetry about
mothers and photos celebrating mothers di-
rectly through our website at http://
www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/let-
ter/

M
APP your city! Alexandria City Poet Laureate
Amy Young is calling all residents of Alexan-
dria to submit poems and artwork to help MAPP

(Mapping Alexandria in Poems and Pictures) Alexandria.
City residents are invited to send in poems and artwork

about the streets they live on and use every day. These
street “portraits” will be collected on the city’s website in
the hope of creating an interactive map of Alexandria.
There will be a reading of MAPP poems and a display of
artwork at the Athenaeum on April 25 at 6:30 p.m. This
will be the culminating event for National Poetry Month.

Residents should send their poems and artwork to
poet@alexandriava.gov by April 19. Poetry and artwork
will continue to be collected after this date for the city’s
website. Residents are reminded that April 18 is Poem in
Your Pocket Day. Let the city know how you plan to cel-
ebrate, by sending your ideas to the above email.

Stewart Ave.
January 12, 2011
The sun went bowling here

today.
It rolled from the snow-

covered lot at one end of the
street

past picket fences, barking
dogs and bird feeders,

past bungalows and brick
colonials,

past cigarette-smoking city
workers and Nature’s Nibbles

and hit a strike at the
avenue’s end,

scattering its rays through
the windows

of Mt. Vernon Community
School.

— Amy Young

Mapping Alexandria in Poems and Pictures

April Is Poetry Month
Send us your poems,
your Mother’s Day pho-
tos, and even your po-
ems about mothers.

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 14

Letters

Governing
Behind
Closed Doors
To the Editor:

On March 16, the Alexandria
City Council passed controversial
and sweeping planning changes
that are already the subject of liti-
gation. The city passed these
changes to transform an honest
policy disagreement into Through
the Looking Glass litigation tactics,
where nothing is as it appears to
be. There are two cases in court.

The first, city-initiated litigation
attacks a Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) decision finding that citi-
zens have a right to petition their
government in accordance with
state law (the BZA is a creature of
state law, not the city) and zoning
ordinance. The second, citizen-ini-
tiated litigation, which is before

Snapshot
Sam Kirby stores gear after the sunrise Easter service by Good Shepard Lutheran
Church at Waterfront Park on March 31.
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127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
           Coq au vin • Cassoulet
               Chef Specials • Venison

Old Town

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Opinion

By Christine Candio, RN, FACHE

CEO, Inova Alexandria Hospital

S
ince the discovery of penicillin by Alexander
Fleming in 1928, antibiotics have served an
essential role in helping the body’s immune

system fight infections caused by bacteria. They are
prescribed to treat myriad illnesses like pneumonia,
strep throat, and urinary tract infections. Sometimes,
however, antibiotics are prescribed for illnesses they
cannot treat — those caused by viruses — like colds
and flu, or they are prescribed too often. This mis-
use has given rise to drug-resistant pathogens and
compromised the efficacy of our limited antibiotic
options.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) recently highlighted the dire conse-
quences of antibiotic misuse and overuse in a report
about the ever-increasing problem of “nightmare
superbugs.” Known by an alphabet soup of letters
like CRE, MRSA and VRE, these germs are becoming
increasingly resistant to many if not all classes of
antibiotics and are creating healthcare headaches in
hospitals and nursing homes worldwide. For patients,
this can mean extended hospital stays, longer last-
ing illnesses, even more medicines with negative side-
effects, or in extreme cases, death. Now, the CDC is
urging hospitals, healthcare providers, and patients
to act immediately to protect our antibiotic arsenal
before it’s too late.

At Inova Alexandria Hospital, I am proud to say,
we are part of the solution to this global patient safety
concern. In 2010, we developed an Antimicrobial
Stewardship Program to optimize our use of antibi-

otics and provide better quality care for our patients.
With a multidisciplinary team of infectious disease
physicians, critical care intensivists, pharmacists,
microbiologists, nurses, and clinical specialists, we
created a new care model that has achieved success-
ful results.

The hallmark of the model includes daily rounds
on all patients undergoing antimicrobial therapy (an-
tibiotics and anti-fungals) in our Intensive Care Units,
as well as those on high risk or extended antibiotics
in all inpatient units. In consultation with the
patient’s attending physician, the team follows these
patients throughout their hospital stay, closely moni-
toring their medications, therapies, and lab results.
They ensure that every patient prescribed an antibi-
otic actually needs such therapy and that they re-
ceive the correct drug at the right dose via the right
route for the right amount of time.

To effect change, team members educated staff
about the need for judicious use of antibiotics and
introduced best practices in antimicrobial steward-
ship, which sometimes ran contrary to traditional
patterns of therapy. With help from the hospital’s
physician leaders, the team overcame these conflicts
and improved patient safety in the process. In the
first full year of our Antimicrobial Stewardship Pro-
gram, we significantly decreased the number of days
ICU patients received antibiotics, as well as associ-
ated hospital costs; we also saw a decrease in pa-
tients’ hospital stays and patient deaths.

Buoyed by the successful results in our ICUs, we
have expanded the Antimicrobial Stewardship Pro-
gram hospital-wide and will look for other opportu-
nities throughout Inova.

Protecting the Antibiotic Arsenal
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Mon-Sat 10-6,
Sun 12-5

130 South Union Street
Old Town Alexandria

571.970.6324

Zoe Boutique is celebrating her

April 5th, 6th and 7th
With 20% off all purchases AND Gift with Purchase

Second Birthday

• • •
As you tour our lovely center, at each tour stop you’ll
sample a different, scrumptious cupcake and enjoy
refreshing sparkling cider. Along the way, meet our
wonderful, caring staff and learn more about services
we offer. The tour will end in our beautiful dining room
where we’ll have a variety of light refreshments and
even more cupcakes! We’ll also have drawings for lots
of great door prizes! Ms. Arlene Beckerman from the
Northern Virginia Pro Bono Law Center will be our
guest speaker from 11:30 am to 12 noon.

• • •

We look forward to seeing you at our Cupcakes
and Cocktails Open House Event!

Date: Thursday, April 11, 2013

Time: 10 am to 6 pm

Location: Envoy of Alexandria
900 Virginia Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 684-9100

900 Virginia Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22302
Phone (703) 684-9100 | Fax (703) 684-5497

Home Sales

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of March 15, 2013.

Address ................................ BR . FB .HB ... Postal City .... Sold Price ... Type .......... Lot AC . PostalCode ..................... Subdivision
3804 ELBERT AVE .......................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $555,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22305 .............................. SUNNYSIDE
432N PEYTON ST ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $550,000 .... Detached ........ 0.08 ........ 22314 ..................... WHEAT & SUTERS
305 PAYNE ST S #301 ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $540,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22314 .................. OLD TOWN VILLAGE
501 SLATERS LN #1001 .................. 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $530,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22314 ..................... MARINA TOWERS
718B NORFOLK LN ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $529,000 .... Townhouse ..................... 22314 .................. OLD TOWN GREENS
5119 DONOVAN DR ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $528,000 .... Townhouse ..................... 22304 ................... CAMERON STATION
434 CLAYTON LN ........................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $525,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22304 ......................... EDSALL RD T/H
910 POWHATAN ST #304N ............. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $521,900 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22314 .. 900 N WASHINGTON ST CONDOS
1104 COLONIAL AVE ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $499,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22314 ............................... WESTOVER
2181 JAMIESON AVE #2101 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $495,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22314 ..................... CARLYLE TOWERS
307 PATRICK ST ............................. 3 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $489,900 .... Attach/Row Hse0.01 ........ 22314 ............................... OLD TOWN
256 BURGESS AVE ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $476,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22305 .................... WARWICK VILLAGE
5332 TANEY AVE ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $475,000 .... Detached ........ 0.17 ........ 22304 SEMINARY VALLEY - BROOKVILLE
19 KENNEDY ST ............................. 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $475,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22305 .................... WARWICK VILLAGE
3834 BRIGHTON CT ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $474,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.02 ........ 22305 .................. BRIGHTON SQUARE
2121 JAMIESON AVE #2007 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $472,500 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22314 ..................... CARLYLE TOWERS
5113 HERITAGE LN ........................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $472,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22311 ........................ SEMINARY PARK
3837 WATKINS MILL DR ................. 2 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $460,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22304 ... TOWNES AT CAMERON PARKE
411 ASHFORD LN .......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $460,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22304 ......................... EDSALL RD T/H
5209 RICHENBACHER AVE ............. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $450,000 .... Detached ........ 0.18 ........ 22304 ............................. BROOKVILLE
610 WEST ST N #508 ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $445,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22314 ................ COLECROFT STATION
2945 SYCAMORE ST ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $443,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22305 .................... WARWICK VILLAGE
5022A BARBOUR DR ...................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $440,000 .... Townhouse ..................... 22304 ................... CAMERON STATION
917 ASHTON ST ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $436,750 .... Detached ........ 0.34 ........ 22312 ...................... LINCOLNIA HILLS
210 BURGESS AVE ......................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $420,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22305 .................... WARWICK VILLAGE
204 ASPEN ST ............................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $410,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22305 .................... WARWICK VILLAGE
6039 RICKETTS WALK .................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $410,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22312 ................... QUANTRELL MEWS
2906 COMMONWEALTH AVE .......... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $405,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22305 .................... WARWICK VILLAGE
400 CAMERON STATION BLVD #336 .... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $400,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22304 ................... CAMERON STATION
169 WESMOND DR ........................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $400,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22305 ................................ LYNHAVEN
407A CLIFFORD AVE ...................... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $400,000 .... Semi-Detached 0.06 ........ 22305 .................................. ST ELMO
1200 BRADDOCK PL #102 .............. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $397,500 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22314 .................... BRADDOCK PLACE
5404 WYCKLOW CT ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $395,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22304 .....................HOLLAND TOWNE
21 FLOYD ST S ............................... 2 ... 2 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $390,900 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22304 .................... CAMERON KNOLLS
4006 DUKE ST ............................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $389,900 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22304 .................... CAMERON KNOLLS
5543 FORRESTAL AVE .................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $385,000 .... Detached ........ 0.19 ........ 22311 ....................... SHIRLEY FOREST
603 QUEEN ST #1 .......................... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $385,000 .... Other ............................. 22314 ................. ANCHORAGE HOUSE
1703 PRESTON RD #956-17 ............ 3 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $378,800 .... Townhouse ..................... 22302 ............................ PARKFAIRFAX
1600 PRINCE ST #510 .................... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $353,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22314 ................. 1600 PRINCE STREET
3313 CORYELL LN #803-33 ............. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $345,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22302 ............................ PARKFAIRFAX
1819 KENWOOD AVE #303 ............. 2 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $345,000 .... Townhouse ..................... 22302 ............................... KINGSGATE
1653A VAN DORN N ST .................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $340,000 .... Townhouse ..................... 22304 ........ PARKSIDE AT ALEXANDRIA,
269 PICKETT ST #402 .................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $337,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22304 ............................... HILLWOOD
520 JOHN CARLYLE ST #304 ........... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $335,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22314 ... CONDOS AT CARLYLE SQUARE
143 JASPER PL ............................... 5 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $330,000 .... Duplex ........... 0.12 ........ 22304 ................................ TARLETON
501 SLATERS LN #1003 .................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $330,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22314 ..................... MARINA TOWERS
1403 ABINGDON DR E #5 ............... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $327,500 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22314 .................... HARBOR TERRACE

In February 2013, 142 Alexandria homes sold between $1,900,000-$105,000.
This week’s list represents those homes sold in the $555,000-$327,000 range.

For the complete list, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Letters

See Letters,  Page 30

From Page 10

the Supreme Court of Virginia, is
whether the city can manipulate
the process to deprive its citizens
of due process of law. The city re-
peated its manipulation of the pro-
cess in March, which likely will
lead to more litigation. Yet City
Council passed both new changes
after only three weeks of total pro-
cess, and there was scant discus-
sion of the implications of these
changes. It was so scant there was
no discussion.

As background, the decision to
initiate the changes was made in
an executive session of council, in
apparent violation of transparency
laws. Citizens, of course, have no
idea who was present, what was
said or by whom, or who voted for
what. What we do know is that the
city held a press conference a few
days later announcing that it had
decided in closed session to enact
these changes to “get beyond the
litigation.”

Not much was spoken about
whether either text amendment
was a good idea. Indeed, the city
blocked release of the text amend-
ments until 10 days before the
Planning Commission hearing. It
is a common and sound litigation
strategy to withhold information
until required to reveal it. As pub-
lic policy, withholding information

relevant to a public matter is atro-
cious government (and gives the
lie to the What’s Next effort). Ob-
viously, the city recognized a con-
flict between governing and liti-
gating, and chose litigating as the
priority.

Although the March 5 Planning
Commission hearing and March
16 council hearing were entertain-
ing as Kabuki theater, it was noth-
ing more. Multiple witnesses tes-
tified against the changes and
some testified for it. Yet no one on
the Planning Commission or coun-
cil could discuss the real reason
the changes were introduced in
the first place: to advance the liti-
gation interests.

One of the changes curtails the
due process rights of property
owners to petition its government.
The Planning Commission (like
the BZA last year) raised many
questions about the implications
of this reform, none of which were
answered at council. So now they
want a working group to figure out
what the new provision means?
Why would council pass changes
that it does not understand? The
city attorney implied the changes
are necessary to improve the city’s
posture in court. Little was said
about the underlying meaning. In
English, the city railroaded
through changes it does not un-

derstand because litigators told
them to. Why? The city of course
could not discuss or disclose the
rationale behind adoption of pub-
lic policy (on the advice of coun-
sel?) because that would appar-
ently betray litigation strategy. So
they remained silent during testi-
mony and enacted sweeping
changes with little discussion or
understanding.

It is unfortunate that we are now
in a place where decisions are not
made in public for policy reasons
but made behind closed doors,
cloaked in secrecy, for the purpose
of advancing narrow litigation in-
terests.

It may work; it may not; it may
trigger more litigation. The Su-
preme Court of Virginia and the
Circuit Court will tell us soon
enough. But we should not be un-
der any illusion that the March 16
changes were done for any other
reason than positioning the city
and certain developers in court.
Having passed the law, we will
have to wait to find out what’s in
it. In other words, government of
the litigators, by the litigators, and
for the litigators.

Frank Putzu
Alexandria

By MaryAnne Beatty

SSA’s Meal-on-Wheels

Program Coordinator

E
veryone looks forward
to the “golden years,”
when you reached the

point where you can enjoy all
that life has to offer and not
worry about all that comes with
reaching that phase of your life.

It can be a bit
overwhelm-
ing, but know-
ing what re-
sources are
available can

lessen the stress if you are re-
tired or planning for that next
chapter of your life. “Planning
for and Making the Most of
your Retirement” is the topic of
Senior Services of Alexandria’s
next Speaker Series on Wednes-
day, April 10 at the Charles
Beatley Central Library at 5005
Duke Street from 9:30 a.m. to
noon.

We will have a great group of
local experts lined up to answer
your questions including Erin
Scheithe, project manager – Fi-

nancial Se-
curity for
A A R P ;
Nancy Van
G u l i c k ,
CEO with
S e n i o r s
L i v i n g
Well; Tom

West, financial advisor with
Signature Estate & Investment
Advisors, LLC; and Cedar
Dvorin, coordinator with the
Virginia Insurance Counseling
and Assistance Program
(VICAP). They’ll be talking
about a variety of topics: steps
to take to help ensure your
long-term financial security;
reverse mortgages; what you
can really expect from Medi-
care and Medicaid, important
advice about Social Security;
downsizing and making your
home more accessible. The
event is free and open to the
public. Light refreshments will
be served. Seating is limited so
please RSVP online at
www.seniorservicesalex.org or
call SSA at 703-836-4414, ext
10.

Planning for Retirement

Senior

Services of

Alexandria
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Kathleen Kennedy | Branch Vice President
Old Town Alexandria | 310 King Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703-283-3321
Now accepting new agents

Recognized as a world leader in marketing exceptional
properties, we have prominent offices across the globe,
which means your home has exposure all over the world.
Over $600 million of national real estate sold to
international buyers. Nationally, we handle an average

of $70.1 million in luxury sales every day!

Dominating  the Luxury
Market
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See Calendar,  Page 19

E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit. See “Process:

Photography” at The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Features established and
emerging talent displaying a wide
variety of picture taking devices
ranging from large print to electron
microscopy. Over 15 types of
equipment are represented. Through
April 7. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org for
more.

Spring Classes. Art at the Center,
2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Children
ages 6-10 can participate. Register at
www.artatthecenter.org or 703-201-
1250.

Art Exhibit. Through Tuesday, April
23. Open Friday-Wednesday 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. and Thursday 1-9 p.m.
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery
announces the opening of the juried
show “Sculptural Elements.” Located
located in Studio 18 of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center at 105 North
Union Street. Free Admission. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935.

Art Exhibit. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday
through Friday. “Spotlight,” an
exhibition of acrylic paintings on
canvas by Lukman Ahmad, will be on
display in the Margaret W. and
Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. through Sunday, April
28. Visit www.nvcc.edu/alexandria/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html.

Tavern Toddlers. Mondays, 10:30
a.m.-noon. Mondays through the end
of April. Designed for walkers
through 36 months and their
caregivers. Tavern Toddlers features
a weekly open playtime in Gadsby’s
historic ballroom. Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum is located at 134 North
Royal St. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Art Exhibit. See Multiple Exposures
Gallery “Dual Show” by Eric Johnson
and Susan Meyers through Sunday,
May 5. Located in the Torpedo

Factory, 105 N. Union St. Free. Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com
or 703-683-2205.

Art Exhibit. Through May 11. Local
artist Nicholaus Aman attempts to
express the compelling nature of the
Pacific coast through his solo
exhibition, “Pacific Pulse,” at
Alexandria’s Artspace 109 Gallery,
109 N. Fairfax St. The gallery hours
are: Tuesday through Friday noon-5
p.m., Saturdays 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and
Sundays noon-5 p.m.

Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, 201 South Washington
Street. Open daily through
September, this exhibit traces life in
Alexandria following Virginia’s
decision to secede from the Union in
May 1861. See how Robert E. Lee’s
hometown was transformed literally
overnight from a prosperous
commercial port into a supply,
hospital, and transportation center
for the Union Army, and find out why
Alexandria became a destination for
African Americans seeking freedom.
Explore the experiences of
Alexandrians and others who lived
here during this tumultuous time,
through their own words, as well as
in period photographs and collections
items. The Lyceum is open Monday
through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, from 1-5 p.m.
Suggested admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.

Dance Class. Join Tom Koerner and
Debra Sternberg, 1994 UK Lindy Hop
Air Steps and 1994, ‘95, ‘96, ‘98, ‘02
and ‘03 Virginia State Open
Champions at these great swing
dances. For more information call
703-359-9882 or
visitwww.gottaswing.com.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions to
hone your figure drawing skills. Just
drop-in with your supplies to draw
our live models. Fee: $8-12. View the
calendar:
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 3-7
O’Connell’s Fleadh Cheoil. There

will be music and fun for all ages at
O’Connells, 112 King St. April 7 is
family fun day with face painting,
story telling and more. All events
are free. Visit
www.danieloconnells.com for
more.

THURSDAY/APRIL 4
Comedy Performance. Jon

Lovitz, Tim Meadows and
Chris Kattan will perform
at 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
$69.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or
703-549-7500.

Dumbarton Oaks
Estate and Park.
9:45 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Meet at Green
Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring
Road. Get away to
Dumbarton Oaks
historic estate in
Georgetown.
Tour the
historic house
and gardens,
have lunch at a local
park, and spend the afternoon
exploring Dumbarton Oaks Park, the
work of landscape designer Beatrix
Farrand. $95. Visit
www.greenspring.org or call 703-
642-5173.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages
12-24 months can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Limited to 25
children. Free. 703-746-1705.

Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children

ages 3-5
can enjoy stories
and more. Free. 703-746-
1705.

Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Story Time. 4 p.m. at Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St. Children ages
3 and up can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1703.

Poem in Your Pocket Day. 5 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Read
and listen to haiku poems before
creating one. Then carry your poem
in a pocket decorated by you.
Children ages 8-12. Free. 703-746-
1702.

Paws to Read. 5:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children in
grades 1-6 can read to friendly dogs.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
x5.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 3-6 can come dressed
in their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.

Build/Renovate Your Own Castle
V. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 902 Wythe
St. Future and current home buyers,
renters and homeowners can get
advice on how to renovate their
living space. Free. To RSVP 703-746-
4356.

Whiskey sale. 10 a.m. Mount Vernon
Distillery & Gristmills gift shop.
Purchase unaged George Washington
Rye Whiskey. The Whiskey is the
most authentic version of
Washington’s whiskey available
today. $95 per bottle.

APRIL 4 THROUGH MAY 6
Art Exhibit. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at the the

Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St. Studio 21. Linda Lawler
presents “Everyday Gods and
Goddesses.” Free. Call 703-683-1780
or visit www.theartleague.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 5
Opening Reception. 7-10 p.m. “Turn

on Your Masters” at Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
The artists pay homage to, praise,
critique or dish the artists who have
influenced them. Free. Visit

www.thedelrayartisans.org
for more.

APRIL 5-28
Art Exhibit. “Turn

on Your Masters” at
Del Ray Artisans

Gallery, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. The artists

pay homage to, praise,
critique or dish the artists

who have influenced
them. Free. Visit

www.thedelrayartisans.org
for more.

APRIL 5-6
Rachelle Ferrell. $59.50.

The Birchmere Music Hall is
located at 3701 Mount Vernon

Ave. Visit www.birchmere.com or
call 703-549-7500.

SATURDAY/APRIL 6
World Magic Gala Show. 7:30-9

p.m. at Bishop Ireton High School,
201 Cambridge Road. Features four
magicians from around the world.
Visit magi-whirl.org/gala for tickets.
Proceeds benefit the International
Brotherhood of Magicians and Bishop
Ireton High School’s Theater.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m. at the
Margaret W. and Joseph L. Fisher Art
Gallery, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Meet
artist Lukman Ahmad. Featuring
Kurdish Sitar and Saz music by Jani
Dylan and Azad Yalcin. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/alexandria/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html.

Garden Markets. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Local growers have
shrubs, native plants and
wildflowers, ornamental grasses and
unusual perennials and annuals. Call
703-642-5173.

Workshop: Ikebana Flower
Arranging. 9:30-11 a.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Learn the rich symbolism and
fundamentals of Ikebana flower
arranging and take home an
arrangement of your own. $35.
Register by March 28. Call 703-642-
5173.

Tasting Party: Umami Means
‘Delicious.’ 10 a.m.-noon at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Explore the savory taste of
umami, its history, health benefits,
and the taste research science behind
it. Sample umami-rich foods and
learn how to use its attributes to
enhance your cooking. $27/person.
Visit www.greenspring.org or call
703-642-5173 to register.

Annual Rum Punch Challenge. 7-
9:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Try six
different creations while bidding on
silent auction items. $50/person.
Proceeds benefit the education and
preservations programs of the
museum. Go to visitalexandriava.com
to register and information.

Craft Workshop. 2 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Adults can
learn how to make soaps in an ice
tray. Free. 703-746-1702.

Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703-
746-1702.

Family Collage Workshop. 9-11 a.m.
at Art at the Center, 2804 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Come celebrate four years
of Art at the Center being on
Sherwood Hall Lane, with a collage
workshop. Free. Call 703-201-1250
or visit www.artatthecenter.org.

Festival. 12:30-6:30 p.m. at Market
Square in Old Town. Come celebrate
Alexandria’s Scottish heritage with a
daylong festival, featuring bagpipe
bands and singers performing
traditional Scottish song. Free.

Entertainment

Benefit Concert
Metropolitan Performing Arts Alliance, of Alexandria

and Fairfax Station, will be hosting its first Annual Ben-
efit Concert at the Ernst Cultural Center at the Northern
Virginia Community College, Annandale campus on Sun-
day, April 7 at 5 p.m. The benefit concert, showcasing the
dance companies of Metropolitan Youth Ballet, Metropoli-
tan Youth Tap Ensemble and iMpulse Jazz Ensemble, is
campaigning to raise more than $100,000 for construction
of the new Alliance Theatre, an extension of Metropolitan
Fine Arts Center in Alexandria. Tickets are $40 per person
and can be purchased at www.metrofinearts.com.

The MPAA Annual Benefit Concert is sponsored by Mark
Yoo Architects, Myra Oppel and Old House Vineyards.
MPAA is the non-profit performance arm of Metropolitan
Fine Arts Center and is the umbrella organization of the

performing ensembles, Metropolitan Youth Tap Ensemble,
iMpulse Jazz Company and Metropolitan Youth Ballet. It
offers operational, artistic and production support to the
dance companies so promising young artists may achieve
their fullest potential through high caliber performance
opportunities.

The 200-seat Alliance Theater will be a part of the Met-
ropolitan Fine Arts Center studios in Alexandria. When
completed, the convertible venue will house four dance
studios, four music studios and a state-of-the-art black box
theater, designed specifically for dance company perfor-
mances. It will be one of the few performance spaces in
Northern Virginia available to stage and perform dance
work in an intimate and appropriate setting.

Call 703-339-0444 or visit www.metrofinearts.com.
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Retiring after 35 years serving the
Alexandria & Washington Metro Area
with honesty and integrity.

TAKE AN EXTRA - READER APPRECIATION
Alexandria Gazette
Mt. Vernon Gazette

Connection Newspapers15% OFF

53-72% Off

MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR INVENTORY
OF EXCLUSIVE HANDMADE RUGS

SOLD AT A FRACTION OF TRUE VALUE!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

WE WON’T BE
UNDERSOLD!

Only a Few Weeks Left

Further Price Reductions

Extra

5% Discount
for Mon.-Fri.

Shoppers

Spring Blooming Flowers & Shrubs!
Lilies, Orchids, Hanging Baskets

$29.99/cu. yd.
FR

EE 
Fil

l Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips

& Organic Compost

Ivy & Pachysandra
Approx. 100  $29.99
Vinca   50 Peat Pots

     $36.99
9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

Japanese Maples
30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

RR Ties $19.99

10% Off All Hardscaping!
Sale ends April 15, 2013

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

10% Off All Hardscaping!
Sale ends April 15, 2013

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

10% Off All Hardscaping!
Sale ends April 15, 2013

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

10% Off All Hardscaping!
Sale ends April 15, 2013

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Tomato Plants are Here!
$1.99 for 4 Plants

From Page 18

See Calendar,  Page 20

War Re-enactment. Noon-4 p.m. at
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N.
Fairfax St. Take a step back in time
and experience the French and
Indian War at the Alexandrian home
of Colonel John Carlyle. Free. Call
703-549-2997 or email
carlyle@nvrpa.org.

Concert. 1 p.m.-1 a.m. at L&B Pizzeria
& Sports Bar, 5401 Mapledale Blvd.
Come see Alexandria locals Fuse Box
and other bands, to benefit the
Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation. $10. Call 703-730-1764.

APRIL 6 THROUGH APRIL 30
Art Exhibit. See works by Bud

Hensgen, 14 paintings reflecting the
impressions he found in Palestine at
The Gallery at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane. Free. 703-998-6260.

SUNDAY/APRIL 7
Artists’ Show and Tell. 2 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Meet
some of the creators of the “Process:
Photography.” Many of the artists
will bring the equipment they used
and talk about the processes they
used to create their art. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

Reception. 1-:30 p.m. “Artistic Duo IV”
will be on exhibit at Green Spring
Horticultural Center Gallery, 4603
Green Spring Road. Works by
watercolor artist Carolyn Grossé and
photographer Stephen Gawarecki are
featured in a joint show. Paintings
range from realistic to abstract;
photographs include his window
series and moody landscapes. Free.
Visit www.greenspring.org or 703-
642-5173.

Concert. 4 p.m. New Dominion Chorale
will perform Thomas Beveridge’s
“Yizkor Requiem,” along with several
works by Felix Mendelssohn at the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 3001 North
Beauregard Street. $30/adults; $25/
seniors; $5/children and students.
Tickets are available through
www.newdominion.org/.

Film Fest. In honor of Women’s History
Month watch “Frida” at 2 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Free.
Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us or
703-746-1702.

Benefit Concert. 5 p.m. at the Ernst
Cultural Center at the Northern
Virginia Community College,
Annandale campus. The Metropolitan
Performing Arts Alliance will
showcase the dance companies of
Metropolitan Youth Ballet,
Metropolitan Youth Tap Ensemble
and iMpulse Jazz Ensemble. $40/
person. Visit www.metrofinearts.com
for tickets.

Concert. 3 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.

Washington St. Violinist Alexandra
Osborne and pianist Christopher
Astilla perform Brahms, Debussy and
others. Free. Call 703-635-2770 or
visit eclipseco.org.

Concert. 4 p.m. Schlesinger Concert
Hall, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Performance of “Yizkor Requiem: A
Quest for Spiritual Roots.” Tickets
available: $30, general admission;
$25 for seniors; $5 for students and
children. For more information, call
Margaret Volpe at 703-403-4709.

MONDAY/APRIL 8
Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. or 11:15

a.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children ages 12-23 months can
enjoy stories and more. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Baby Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children up to
11 months can hear stories and more.
Sign up half-hour before it begins.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children up to 11 months can enjoy
rhymes and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children up to 11 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free. 703-
746-1703.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Barrett
Library, 717 Queen St. Discuss
“Blood Done Sign My Name” by
Timothy B. Tyson. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Interfaith Book Club. 7 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Read
nonfiction works that strive to find
common ground through recognizing
and celebrating common values.
Free. Call 703-746-1743 for title.

Poetry Group. 7 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Discuss poems and poetry in an
informal setting. Free. 703-746-1705.

Auditions. 4-6 p.m. Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Auditions
for 4th and 5th graders for Junior
Docents. Visit www.gadsbys
tavern.org or call 703-746-4242.

TUESDAY/APRIL 9
Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. at Duncan

Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children ages 1-4 can enjoy stories
and more. Sign up half-hour before.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-24 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3 can enjoy stories
and more. Free. 703-746-1704.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children up to 11 months can enjoy
rhymes and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Paws to Read. 5:30 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children in grades 1-6 can read to
friendly dogs. Registration required,
703-746-1705.

Game Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Children ages 8-12
can play with their friends. Free. 703-
746-1702.

PechaKucha Night. 6-9 p.m. at the
Light Horse Restaurant & Bar, 715
King St. Enjoy food and drink and
discover a fun way to share ideas and
experiences with only 20 images,
shown for 20 seconds each. The
evening will feature a variety of
creative presenters and interesting
topics. Free. Visit www.aianova.org/
architectureweek.php.

Concert. 7:30 p.m. Springbank
Auditorium, 6500 Quander Road.
Listen to a free concert performed by
a Russian women’s choir hosted by
West Potomac High School. Free.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 10
Days of Remembrance. Noon-1 p.m.

at City Hall. Each year the City of
Alexandria sponsors a civic ceremony
observing the days of Remembrance
for the victims of the Holocaust.

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-24 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Spanish Story Time. 1 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
abilities and all levels can join in for
stories. Free. 703-746-1702.

Author Series. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. WUSA News
reporter Bruce Johnson will discuss
his book “Heart to Heart,” his
account of surviving a heart attack.
Free. 703-746-1702.

Lego Family Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Families can

Entertainment

2nd Thursday Art Night:
Greening the Arts

Browse three floors of open studios and galleries,
converse with artists, enjoy refreshments, and live
music by Guitars Not Guns at this free monthly
event, Thursday, April 11, 6-9 p.m. Celebrate Earth
Day at the receptions for eco-friendly art exhibitions
- Trash Talk in Target Gallery and Beauty and the
Waste in Site 2 & 3 Galleries. Then use recycled
materials to craft your own environmental art at our
Do-It-Yourself Creation Station. Visit The Art League
Gallery for the reception for Linda Lawler: Everyday
Gods & Goddesses and Flora and Fauna.

Visit Target Gallery from 6 to 8pm for the recep-
tion for Trash Talk. Stay for remarks at 7 p.m. by
juror Maren Hassinger. Stop into The Art League
Gallery from 6:30-8 p.m. for the reception for Linda
Lawler: Everyday Gods & Goddesses and Flora and
Fauna.

Visit www.torpedofactory.org/thursday.htm for
more information about 2nd Thursday Art Night.

City Birds 1 by John Rizzo, from Target Gallery’s
Trash Talk exhibition
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The Shops at 801 South Washington Street • Alexandria

Take a walk on the SOUTHSIDE

FARSH CARPETS
& RUGS

703-548-8884

NEXT DAY
BLINDS

703-548-5051

OLD TOWN
HARDWARE

703-879-0475

SLEEPY’S
703-549-3193

CANDEY’S
OF ALEXANDRIA
703-822-7237

FACCIA LUNA
TRATTORIA

703-841-0464

SOUTHSIDE 815
703-836-6222

WILLIAMS-
SONOMA

703-836-1904

MCMILLAN &
MURFREE, DDS
703-549-3300

PERK UP COFFEE

703-838-2812
M & T BANK

703-579-6350

FLEURIR HAND
GROWN CHOCOLATES

703-838-9055

From Page 19

See Calendar,  Page 21

enjoy building together and more. Free.
703-746-1702.

Founder’s Day Benefit. 6-8 p.m. at
Pepco Edison Place Gallery, 702
Eighth St., N.W. Washington, D.C. A
celebration of empowered women
featuring art, food and
entertainment. $40/individuals, $75/
couple. Visit www.maggio-
kattar.com/about/community/
founders-day-benefit.

APRIL 10 THROUGH APRIL 28
Art Exhibit. See “Trash Talk” at Target

Gallery in the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. The exhibit focuses on
everyday common objects that are
reclaimed, recycled and transformed
into art. Free. Visit www.torpedo
factory.org/target for more.

THURSDAY/APRIL 11
Art Focus Group. 7:30-9 p.m.

Building Observation skills through
drawing — explore connections
between drawing and building and
ways to encourage observation skills
through drawing. Classes are $25
each or $200 for the 10 class series.
A school or group of teachers can
share the registration for the full
series. At 2804 Sherwood Hall Ln.
Call 703-201-1250

Opening Reception. 6-8 p.m. at
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
Juror talk with Maren Hassinger.
Free. Visit www.torpedofactory.org/
target for more.

The History of Jazz. 7:30 p.m. at
Pendleton Hall, Episcopal High
School, 3900 W. Braddock Road.
Robert Jospé and Inner Rhythm
present performances of

compositions from some of the
greatest American jazz artists and
composers, including Louis
Armstrong’s “Struttin’ With Some
Barbecue,” Duke Ellington’s “Black
and Tan Fantasy,” Count Basie’s
“Tickle Toe,” and more. Free. Visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org or 703-
933-4135.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages
12-24 months can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Limited to 25
children. Free. 703-746-1705.

Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Story Time. 4 p.m. at Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St. Children ages
3 and up can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1703.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 3-6 can come dressed
in their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.

Library Speed Dating. 7 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Book
lovers can share love of books to find
a literary better half. Prizes will be
awarded. Free. 703-746-1751 to
reserve a spot.

Architecture Exhibit. 6 p.m. at
Virginia Tech’s Washington
Alexandria Architecture Center, 1001

Prince St. The exhibit highlights
award-winning projects by local
architects and features a presentation
by Christopher L. Gordon, AIA and
his team at KGD Architecture. Free.
Visit www.aianova.org/
architectureweek.php.

Art Exhibit. 6-9 p.m. at the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Browse open studios, interact with
artists and enjoy refreshments. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org or call
703-838-4565.

Reception. 6:30-8 p.m. at the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Studio 21. Open reception for Linda
Lawler’s exhibit, “Everyday Gods &
Goddesses.” Free. For information
call 703-683-1780 or go to

www.theartleague.org.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 11-14
Kathleen Madigan “Gone

Madigan.” $59.50. The Birchmere
Music Hall is located at 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit www.birch
mere.com or call 703-549-7500.

APRIL 11 THROUGH MAY 26
Art Exhibit. Thursday, Friday and

Sunday noon-4 p.m.; Saturday 1-4
p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. See works by Mary Margaret
Pipkin. Free. Visit
www.mmpipkin.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 12
Basic Gardening: Edibles Mix-it-

Up. 1:30-2:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Discover the basics of mixing edibles
into your ornamental landscape and
enjoy the beauty and benefit of fresh
vegetables outside your door. $10.
Visit www.greenspring.org or call
703-642-5173.

PBS Documentary Screening. 3
p.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Watch “Guilty Pleasures,” which
takes a look at why romance novels
are so popular. Free. 703-746-1702.

Call for Submissions. Artists of all
ages—young and old—are invited to
participate in the Mental Health Anti-
Stigma HOPE Campaign’s 2013 Art
Exhibtion “Art Uniting People.”
Artists may enter a diverse range of
art pieces including all the different
mediums in painting as well as
sculpture, drawings, ceramics,
photography and writing. Entry
forms must be returned by Friday,
April 12. For more information go to
www.healthieralexandria.org/
antistigma.

Theater Performance. 7 p.m. in the
main auditorium of T.C. Williams
High School, 3330 King St. The T.C.
Williams Drama Department presents
“The Wiz,” a musical retelling of The
Wizard of Oz set against an urban
background to music with a mixture
of rock, gospel and soul. Tickets are
$10 for Adults and $5 for ACPS staff,
students and senior citizens.

SATURDAY/APRIL 13
Garden Markets. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Local growers provide

Entertainment

Spring Classes
Registration is now open for spring classes. Art at the Center is located at 2804

Sherwood Hall Lane. Call 703-201-1250 or visit www.artatthecenter.org.
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

From Page 20

you with shrubs, native plants and
wildflowers, ornamental grasses and
unusual perennials and annuals. Call
703-642-5173.

Tasting Party: Umami Means
‘Delicious.’ 10 a.m.-12 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Explore the savory taste
of umami, its history, health benefits
and the taste research science behind
it. Sample umami-rich foods and
learn how to use its attributes to
enhance your cooking. $27/person.
Visit www.greenspring.org or call
703-642-5173 to register.

Homes for Native Bees. 9:30-10:30
a.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Learn more
about our busy native pollinators and
how you can help them by creating
native bee homes for your yard.
$12. Visit www.greenspring.org or
call 703-642-5173 to register.

Java Jolt. 10 a.m. at Alexandria
Archaeology Museum, 105 N.
Union St. William Connery
“Mosby’s Raids in Civil War
Northern Virginia.” Light
refreshments will be served.
Free, but reservations required,
703-746-4399.

BEL13VE Gala. 6 p.m. at
Crowne Plaza Old Town
Alexandria. Features
cocktails, auctions, dinner
and a guest appearance by
Three for a Song. Benefits
Good Shepherd Housing
and Family Services. For
tickets visit www.good
housing.org or 703-768-9404.

Pet First Aid Course. 10 a.m.-2:30
p.m. at PetSage, Inc., 2391 S. Dove
St. Prepare for wound care, acute
health challenges and more. $45.
Register online at www.petsage.com
or 703-299-5044.

Opening Reception. 5-7 p.m. see
works by Bud Hensgen, 14 paintings
reflecting the impressions he found
in Palestine at The Gallery at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane.
Free. 703-998-6260.

Music Performance. Fusebox
performs at Moe’s Peyton Place, 6516
Backlick Road. Visit
www.moespeytonplace.com.

Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703-
746-1702.

Duncan Film Series. 1 p.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Call 703-746-
1705 ext. 3 for title.

Theater Performance. 7 p.m. in the
main auditorium of T.C. Williams
High School, 3330 King St. The T.C.
Williams Drama Department presents
“The Wiz,” a musical retelling of The
Wizard of Oz set against an urban
background to music with a mixture
of rock, gospel and soul. Tickets are

$10 for
Adults and $5 for ACPS
staff, students and senior citizens.

Concert. 9 a.m.-10 p.m. at the Virginia
Theological Seminary, 3737
Seminary Road. The day-long event
includes a morning Quidditch clinic
and tournament, food vendors and
more than 10 hours of live music.
Free, registration required. Visit
www.vts.edu/rockconert.

Civil War Re-enactment. 2-4 p.m. at
Historic Huntley, 6918 Harrison Ln.
Join 1st Lieutenant Willard
Longnecker and fellow re-enactors of
the 3rd US Infantry Regiment
Company B, “The Old Guard,” as they
recreate Civil War life at Historic
Huntley. Suggested donation $3;
children 10 and under, free; visitors
in period attire, free. Call 703-768-
2525.

Live Music. 7-9 p.m. Alexandria’s
FuseBox performs at Moe’s Peyton
Place, 6516 Backlick Road. Visit them
at www.reverbnation.com/
fuseboxbandrocks.

SUNDAY/APRIL 14
Pop-up Sewing Class. 9 a.m. or noon

at Del Ray Artisans. Children age 11
up to adult can make an environment
friendly bag. $20/member; $25/non
member. Register at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/sewing.

Walking Tour. 1-3 p.m., leaves from
Market Square. The tour, offered by
local architects, covers the history of
Alexandria as reflected through its
architecture and urban design,
highlighting examples from Georgian
to Art Deco. The tour is free, but
requires pre-registration by emailing
reservations@aianova.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 15
Performance. Brian Culbertson

performs at 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. $55. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500.

Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Entertainment
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic Dancing
Starts April 15 - Mon & Wed - 10:15 am at

Cora Kelly Rec Center

Starts April 17 - Wed - 5:30 pm at
Charles Houston Rec Center

Register on line at
alexandriava.gov › Recreation

For more information,
Call: 202-657-1150
Email: JackisDC@gmail.com
Website: www.Jackis.com

The Shops at Bradlee

Friendly Faces, Great Value~
It’s Where Alexandria Shops

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

See Schools,  Page 26

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

Cora Kelly School for Math, Sci-
ence and Technology held a drive to
collect toys and “A Coat for Every
Kindergartener.” The school partnered
with the Drug Enforcement Agency, an
organization with a mission to keep
young children’s minds and bodies
healthy. The event fit into the kinder-
gartners’ social studies unit, during
which students learned about needs ver-
sus wants, and talked about viewing
coats as a type of “shelter,” one of the
three needs of living things. Collected
gifts, clothing and food went to 130 stu-
dents.

Alexandria City Public Schools
is the recipient of a $380,771 federal
grant from the Health Resources and
Services Administration, a division of
the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. The funding will help
ACPS start a mobile health unit that will
provide primary health, basic dental and
mental health services to students in the
William Ramsay, John Adams and
Patrick Henry elementary school com-
munities.

William Ramsay, Patrick Henry and
John Adams serve a combined 2,235
students. Of John Adams’s 820 students,
about 65 percent are economically dis-
advantaged, 17 percent are students
with disabilities and 33 percent are En-
glish language learners. Seventy-five
percent of Patrick Henry’s 586 students
are economically disadvantaged, 10 per-
cent are students with disabilities and
34 percent are learning English. Ramsay
serves 829 students, 86 percent of
whom are economically disadvantaged,

Schools
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People

James Madison Inaugural Banquet
Jeff Miller talks with Secretary of State Albert Gallatin
played by Ron Duquette during the inaugural banquet
for President James Madison on Saturday evening,
March 23 at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. Upcoming
events include a Salon with President Madison on April
21 and Mrs. Madison’s Ball on June 8.

Bill Barker as President
Thomas Jefferson proposes
a toast at the inaugural
banquet.

Daniel Jones talks with the President and Mrs.
Madison at the banquet. President Madison is
portrayed by John Douglas Hall and Mrs. Madison
is Katherine Spivey.

 Photos by

Jeff Hancock

Change Of Command
Old Dominion Boat Club president Miles Holtzman,
left, makes remarks at the 133rd Change of Com-
mand ceremony Jan. 19 in Old Town. The event
recognized the 2013 officers and Board of Gover-
nors, including Commodore Dave Howell, who
joined Holtzman in presenting the Non-member of
the Year award to Brenda Beck for her volunteer
contributions to the organization.
www.olddominionboatclub.com
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Participants of the Child and Family Network Centers’ Super Science Saturday watch as
a volcano experiment by pre-schoolers and their families erupts March 14 at the CFNC
Birchmere headquarters on Mount Vernon Avenue.

Pre-schoolers participate in the Child and
Family Network Centers’ Super Science Satur-
day March 14 at the CFNC Birchmere head-
quarters on Mount Vernon Avenue.

Kids at Play CFNC hosts Super
Science Saturday.

T
he Child and Family Network Centers
hosted a hands-on Super Science Sat-
urday March 14 at the CFNC Birchmere

headquarters on Mount Vernon Avenue.
Joined by members of the Key and Keydette

Clubs from T.C. Williams High School, CFNC pre-
schoolers and their families participated in in-
teractive experiments that encouraged explora-
tion, discovery and basic science concepts. As a
finale, children watched as their own version of
a volcano erupted.

CFNC provides free and fully accredited pre-
school education for 200 children living in pov-
erty in Northern Virginia. The organization also
provides free family support, literacy, job train-
ing and health programs to the parents of its
students. For more information, visit www.cfnc-
online.org.

— Jeanne Theismann
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Taylor Run
O’BRIEN RETURNS

David O’Brien, our neighbor
who is an expert in installing pub-
lic health management systems,
has returned from Ghana, which

he describes as having a beautiful
countryside and hospitable and
friendly people.

His son Conor is now a CPA.
Both the O’Brien girls, Jessica and
Bridget, are working in the District
of Columbia.

Neighborhood

Bulletin Board

From Page 7

15 – 19 at City Hall (301 King St.).
Spanish Language Safety and Prevention

Forum for the Hispanic Community
on April 30 from 7-9 p.m. – A panel
discussion on services and information
for the Hispanic community at St.
Andrews United Methodist Church,

845 N. Howard St.
Denim Day – On April 24, wear jeans

to work, school or around town as a
visible means of protest against
myths that surround rape and sexual
assault. For more information on
national denim day, go to
denimdayusa.org/.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿
TN

HOUSECLEANING
20 yrs Experience

Great rates
Excellent refs

Theresa
703-980-3113

theresajnavarro@hotmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE

LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  -  Free estimates
703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining

walls, drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANGELS 
TREE SERVICE

Tree removal, tree top-
ping stump grinding, and 

storm damage trees. 
Insured, professional, 
and friendly. For free 
estimate call Angel at 

703-216-4800

EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 600 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

HERE IS A JOB THAT IS FULFILLING IN MORE WAYS
THAN ONE! We are looking for Companions and CNA’s to
help our clients remain independent in their homes. Weekends,
Short Shifts and Driving Live ins. To learn about becoming a
Comfort Keeper visit us at www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

X128

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

New to Mkt!
3BR Country Cottage

On 3+/- AC - $134,900
Brand new 1200 sf turn-key country cottage on huge 3+/- 

acre setting with multiple building sites to choose from! Quiet 
state rd frontage, utilities, NO HOA fees, low taxes. Close to 
22,000 acre wildlife park w/ 200 acre lake & miles of trails. 

Perfect for vacation/retirement home. Take advantage of the 
lowest financing in history before rates go up! Call now 1-

800-888-1262 EHO

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

RESOLUTION OF INTENT
TO ADOPT AND CHANGE CERTAIN RATES, FEES AND CHARGES

“BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Alexandria, Virginia Sanitation
Authority d/b/a Alexandria Renew Enterprises, Inc. hereby signifies
its intent to change certain rates, fees and charges to become effec-
tive October 1, 2013 and hereby sets the date of Tuesday, June
18, 2013 at 7:15 p.m., at the Authority’s administration office, 1500
Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 for a public hearing to
receive comment regarding same.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Executive Officer is hereby
directed to have published in a newspaper having general circulation
in the City of Alexandria, for two consecutive weeks, notice of the
proposed change in the schedule of rates, fees and charges and the
day and time of the public hearing.

The proposed rates, fees and charges are:

All other rates, fees and charges currently in force shall remain unchanged.

Preliminary Schedule of Rates to be effective October 1, 2013

Current Proposed
Account Charge (Per Bill) $ 6.78 $ 0.00

Residential Customers:
   Quarterly Base Charge (Per Account) $ 25.15 $ 25.15
   Variable Charge (Per 1,000 Gallons) $ 6.36 $ 6.51
      Billing Cap

Commercial Customers:
   Quarterly Base Charge (Per Meter):
      5/8”  $ 75.45 $ 75.45
      3/4” 75.45 75.45
      1” 188.62 188.62
      1-1/2” 377.25 377.25
      2” 603.59 603.59
      3” 1,131.74 1,131.74
      4” 1,886.23 1,886.23
      6” 3,772.50 3,772.50
      8” 6,036.00 6,036.00

Variable Charge (Per 1,000 Gallons) $ 6.36 $  6.51

Reclaimed Water*
   Variable Charge (Per 1,000 Gallons) $ 1.77

Greater of 9,000
Gallons or Winter

Quarter Water Usage

Greater of 9,000
Gallons or Winter

Quarter Water Usage

* Reclaimed Water will be available only to a very limited number of customers.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rr ss tt   sseessss ii oonn   

wwhheenn   yyoouu   mmeenntt ii oonn   tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Yemex International Grocery 
Inc trading as Yemex Interna-
tional Grocery, 6130 N. Kings 
Hwy, Alexandria, VA 22303. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
for a Wine and Beer off prem-
ises license to sell or manufac-
ture alcoholic beverages. 
Yoseph Tesfay, President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

Chairs-Tables-Bookcases-
Wardrobe Closets for sale!

Bob9113@gmail.com
703-690-6969"

Obituary
Inez Vivian Arnold, 81 of North Charleston,

passed away April 1, 2013.
She was the daughter of the late John

Henry Hudgins and Ruth Harrington and
widow to Joseph A. Arnold, Sr. Mrs. Arnold
was born in Danville, VA and lived in
Alexandria for over fifty years. She was a
longtime member of Plymouth Haven Baptist
Church in Alexandria and was a current
member of Deer Park Baptist Church. Mrs.
Arnold enjoyed shopping with her grand-
daughters, playing with her great grandsons
and spending time with her family. She
always opened her home and heart for family
and friends.

She is survived by her son, Joseph Aaron
Arnold, Jr. of Alexandria, daughter, Denise
Arnold Fones and husband Jim of Ladson,
S.C., two granddaughters, Sarah Katherine
Stament and Husband Jessie of Goose
Creek and Karen Denise Westmoreland and
husband Michael of Ladson, sister, Diane
Wood and husband Wayne of Greensboro,
NC, brother, Michael Hudgins of Danville, VA.
Mrs. Arnold is also survived by her three
great grandsons, Cameron Westmoreland,
Tyler Stament and Connor Stament.

The family will receive friends Thursday,
April 4, 2013 from 6:00 until 8:00 pm at
Everly-Wheatley Funeral Home, 1500 W.
Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22301.

Graveside service will be Friday, April 5,
2013 at 11:00 a.m. at Mount Comfort
Cemetery, Alexandria, VA.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
to Deer Park Baptist Church, Building Fund,
8875 University Blvd, North Charleston, SC
29406.

You may leave a condolence to the family
or sign the guest registry at www.everly
funeralhomes.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Property Address: 628-636 South Picket Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia

Tax Map Number: Map-Block-Lot Number 067.02-02-10

VRP Participant: Pickett Square – I LLC, c/o Moore Associ-
ates, Inc.

4350 East West Highway, Suite 500

Bethesda, Maryland 20814

In accordance with the Virginia Administrative Code (9 VA 20-
160-120), notice is provided by the VRP Participant for the ap-
proximately 2.27-acre property referenced above under the Vir-
ginia Voluntary Remediation Program (the “VRP”). A site char-
acterization was performed on the property due to the site use 
as an auto service facility.  Contaminants were identified in the 
soil and groundwater within the property boundaries. The main 
contaminants of concern at the site are volatile organic com-
pounds and metals. A risk assessment evaluating the potential 
risks to human health and the environment was completed in 
accordance with Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
regulations and guidance. The risk assessment found that the 
future use of the property for industrial/commercial purposes 
would be protective of human health and the environment pro-
vided that the property is restricted to prohibit the use of 
groundwater beneath the property on the property for any pur-
poses (other than for environmental monitoring and testing).

Written comments will be accepted on this matter until May 8, 
2013. All comments should be provided in writing to Mr. Jeffrey 
M. Griffin, Moore&Associates, Inc., 4350 East West Highway, 
Suite 500, Bethesda, Maryland 20814. Additional information 
may be requested by contacting Mr. Griffin at 301-565-5100.

James G. Davis Construction Corporation (DAVIS) is seeking 
certified SDB, WOSB, HUB Zone, VOSB and SDVOSB com-
panies for their participation on the

Nolan Building Parking Garage Project at

1st IO Command, 8825 Beulah Street Ft Belvoir, VA. 22060.

Bids are due by 12pm on Tuesday, April 16th, 2013.  At this 
time, we seek bidders in divisions 1-16.  Documents are availa-
ble immediately. 

All interested bidders please contact

James G. Davis Construction Corporation (DAVIS)
Attn: Roniece Petway
12530 Parklawn Drive
Rockville, MD 20852
rpetway@davisconstruction.com
Phone 301-255-6183
Fax: 301-468-3918

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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*Design Public Hearing*
Eisenhower Avenue Widening and

Roadway Improvement Project

City of Alexandria
*Thursday, April 4, 2013*

* 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.*

*A brief presentation will begin at 7:30 p.m.*

* *

Lee Center, Gold Room
1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

*Come and see *preliminary plans for the construction of an addi-
tional westbound left turn lane on Eisenhower Ave. at Mill Road,
converting the traffic circle at Holland Lane to a “T” intersection
and streetscape improvements in the City of Alexandria. The pro-
ject length is approximately 0.4 miles

*Find out *about the project scope and tentative construction
schedule.

* *

*Review *the project information, proposed plans, schedule and the
approved environmental document at the public hearing or at City
of Alexandria City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 3200. You can also
review the project on the City of Alexandria Web page at
http://alexandriava.gov/tes/info/default.aspx?id=11248.
Please call ahead, 703-746-4053, to ensure the availability of per-
sonnel to answer your questions.

* *

*Give your written or oral comments *at the hearing or submit
them by April 18, 2013,* *to Lisa Jaatinen, P.E., 301 King Street,
Room 3200, Alexandria, VA 22314. You may also e-mail your com-
ments to lisa.jaatinen@alexandriava.gov. Please reference “Eise-
nhower PH Comments” in the subject line.

* *

*The City of Alexandria ensures *nondiscrimination in all pro-
grams, services, and activities in accordance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Call 1-703-746-4027 at least 48 hours in
advance of the meeting date for special assistance or information.
If you need more information or special assistance for persons with
disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact Kathleen Leonard
at 703-746-4027 or TTY/TDD 703-838-5056.

*State Project# U000-100-135 Fed. # STP-5401(743)*

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of 

the code of the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department located at 3600 
Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is now 
in possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, scooters, and other 
items. All persons having valid claim to the 

property should file a claim to the property with 
reasonable proof of ownership or the items will 

be sold, destroyed, converted or donated. For a 
complete listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and contact the 
Police Property Section at (703) 746-6709.

People

From Page 22

School Notes

I
njured from an accident with
heavy machinery and left with
a broken back, Roderic Brame

went back to school. He was ad-
mitted to Radford University were
he completed a B.S in geology and
a M.S. is science education. Brame
continued and pursued and was
awarded a Ph.D. in geological sci-
ences from Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University. He
has not ever received a high school
diploma after dropping out of T.C.
Williams. Brame dropped in again
after attaining his doctorate and
for three years taught the ESL stu-
dents Earth Science. Today Brame
is an instructor of science at Acad-
emy at the Lakes View in West
Florida.

Brame returned to Alexandria
over spring break with his wife
Rachel to visit friends and promote
his new book, “The Mighty Titans.”

While Brame was at T.C. Williams,
he taught 341 students; 184 of
those students are still in contact
with him through facebook and
email. Nineteen of those students
contributed their perspectives on
learning to the book. They in-
cluded: Sharmin Ahktar, Tynita
Butts, Wendy Diaz, Esteban
Enriquez, Mavis Gandayi, Brice
Gibson, Yonathan Kassaye, Hanna
Mangold, Aynun Nahar, Fatima
Sivirian, Oscar Vasquez, Habiba
Ashna, Yancy Collins, Kate
Doniger, Diana Espinosa Newman,
Citina Getachew, Maria Henry,
Ahmed Khalil Ph.D., Almas
Mendygaliyev, Sonia Paniagua and
Tracy Twumasi.

“The Mighty Titans” may be pur-
chased at St. Elmo’s in Del Ray or
at www.themightytitans.com

— Louise Krafft

From T.C. Williams Dropout to Ph.D.

Roderic Brame, Ph.D., and his wife Rachel pose for a photo outside of St. Elmo’s on
Saturday afternoon, March 30, with friends, former students and their families.
Pictured are Shamsun and Maisha Nahus, Shamso and Laila Mohamed, Shema,
Rachel and Roderic Brame and Fatima and Aidan Sivirian.

Former student Shema
watches as Roderic Brame,
Ph.D., signs her copy of
“The Mighty Titans.”

Shema, Shamsun and Maishu Nahus. Norma Antezana and Tasha Tobias.
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8 percent of whom have disabilities
and 52 percent of whom are English lan-
guage learners.

The next step involves ACPS working
with community partners to develop a
planning committee and identify service
providers for the mobile health project.
Administrators expect the unit could roll

out as early as the beginning of the
2013-14 school year.

Cody Boehm, from Bishop Ireton
High School, is a National YoungArts
Foundation Finalist in Theater. Students
will share their work through perfor-
mances, readings, exhibitions and
screenings. YoungArts Week will culmi-

nate in An Affair of the Arts Performance
and Gala.

Jacqueline A. McCabe, a sopho-
more majoring in biology and French,
was named to the dean’s list at
Bridgewater College.

See Schools,  Page 29
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Sports

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

W
ith seven state championships, more
than 20 league titles and a head
coach with more than 600 career vic-
tories, there isn’t much left for the St.

Stephen’s & St. Agnes girls’ lacrosse program to ac-
complish.

On Monday, however, this group of Saints faced a
challenge they had yet to conquer. St. Stephen’s
hosted Baltimore’s Bryn Mawr, having lost to the
Mawrtians each of the last three seasons. While head
coach Kathy Jenkins said the Saints only discussed
how to improve from last season’s loss to Bryn Mawr,
senior Carly Reed, the Saints’ all-time leading scorer,
had all three losses on her mind.

“That’s what I thought about the most is how we
lost the past three years,” Reed said after the game.
“I always knew we could beat them — last year we
lost by one. We knew we had it in us and this year is
[the seniors’] last year, so we knew we had to win.”

The Saints ended the losing streak in convincing
fashion, beating Bryn Mawr 15-3 on April 1 at St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School. Reed scored a game-
high six goals and senior captain Margaret Tucker
Fogarty finished with five.

“It’s always been one of our biggest games and we
really wanted to come out and beat them and I knew
we could,” said Fogarty, who will play at James Madi-
son University. “I feel like today we just came out

really fired up and we had a lot of confidence ...”
Last season, Bryn Mawr edged SSSAS, 14-13.
“We were trying to work defensively because they

were able to get around us and get good shots off
last year, and I said we really need to try to take
them out of that and force them back to use their
left hand more,” Jenkins said. “We spent time on that
and I think it paid off. We know they play more of a
zone [defense] and they double really well and trap,
so we talked about really moving the ball and send-
ing a cutter out and a cutter in because at that point
we’ll hopefully get an opening in front of the goal,
and I felt like that worked, too.”

Saints goalkeeper Gussie Johns finished with 12
saves. Jenkins said Johns played well during the
team’s recent trip to the Golden State.

“The whole time in California, the teams we played
out there that were really strong; they said they
thought Gussie was the difference,” Jenkins said.
“When they got opportunities to score, Gussie came
up with big saves, so they never got any rhythm on
their shooting or their attack because Gussie was so
dominant in goal.”

The Saints improved their record to 8-0 and ex-
tended their winning streak to 25 games, dating back
to last season. St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes has gone
undefeated eight times in program history, the last
coming in 2008.

Does the possibility of going undefeated cross the
Saints’ minds?

“It’s more of keeping the legacy, keeping up the
reputation than it is to be undefeated,” said Reed,
who will play for the University of North Carolina,
“but being undefeated is what we’re aiming for.”

The Saints faced Episcopal on Wednesday, after the
Gazette Packet’s deadline. St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
will host New Trier at 4 p.m. on Friday, April 5.

SSSAS Girls’ Lax Ends Losing Streak Against Bryn Mawr
Saints extend winning
streak to 25 games dating
back to 2012.

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes senior Carly Reed scored six
goals during a 15-3 victory against Bryn Mawr on
Monday.
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TC Frosh Girls Win
At Noxontown
Regatta

The T.C. Williams crew team traveled to
St. Andrew’s School in Middletown, Del.,
on Saturday for the Noxontown Regatta, a
contest that saw the Titan rowers come

away with a victory and two second-place
finishes in their first official competition of
the year.

Leading the way for T.C. Williams was the
girls’ freshman 8, which captured first place
in its 1500m race with a time of 5:34.87,
which was 13 seconds faster than the sec-
ond-place boat from Walt Whitman High
School.

Members of the girls’ freshman 8 include

coxswain Maggie Chamberlain and rowers
Natasha Magallon, Harper Jensen, Amelia
Bender, Giulia Pastore, Hannah Posson,
Abby Prall, Sarah Scroggs and LeeAnn
Richards.

Also turning in a strong performance at
St. Andrew’s was the T.C. Williams girls’ first
8, which narrowly missed capturing first
place in its race when it crossed the finish
line with a time of 5:21.8, which was .9
seconds behind the winning boat from St.
Andrews. Members of the TC girls’ first 8
include coxswain Rosa Procaccino and row-
ers Gabby Salcedo, Alexandra Lemke, Nadia
Magallon, Caroline Olsson, Katie Pickup,
Maura Nakahata, Maeve Bradley and Kyra
McClary.

The T.C. Williams boys also turned in a
solid showing at St. Andrew’s, with the top
performance coming from members of the
Varsity 4 “A” boat, who took second-place
honors in its race with a time of 5:16.6, six
seconds off the pace set by the winning boat
from Washington-Lee and two seconds
ahead of the TC varsity 4 “B” boat, which
was also competing in the race. Members
of the TC varsity 4 “A” boat include coxswain
Spenser Gilliand and rowers Sam Zickar,
Greg Montenegro, Carter Weitekamp and
Ben Blakeslee.

In addition to T.C. Williams and host St.
Andrews, other schools competing at the

Noxontown Regatta this past weekend in-
cluded Ocean City, Robinson, Walt
Whitman, and Washington-Lee.

Next up for the TC crew team is an intra-
squad scrimmage this Saturday, April 6, at
the Dee Campbell Boathouse in Old Town.
The scrimmage, which comes at the end of
spring break for many schools in the region,
is intended to provide the Titan rowers with
one last week of competitive practice be-
fore they enter the heart of their schedule
over the next 60 days.

The T.C. Williams crew team is guided by
boys’ head coach Pete Stramese and girls’
head coach Mercedes Kiss. For more infor-
mation on TC crew, visit www.tcwcrew.org,
or follow them on Facebook at
www.facebook.com\alexandria.crewbooster.com.

TC Boys’ Soccer
Improves to 4-0

The T.C. Williams boys’ soccer team de-
feated Falls Church 2-0 during the Titans’
home opener on Tuesday.

TC improved to 4-0 and has yet to allow
a goal.

The Titans will travel to face Edison at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 4. TC will open
Patriot District competition against Lake
Braddock on April 11.

Sports Briefs

Terell Williamson and the T.C. Williams boys’ soccer team improved to 4-
0 with a victory against Falls Church on Tuesday.
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Conveniently located in Alexandria, Virginia, Global Health College is a private
school dedicated to preparing the next generation of healthcare providers.

Open a new career path – in just two years*!

Become a Nurse.
Our next RN program begins May 6th, 2013

Call and register today: (703) 212-7410
25 S. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA 22314

 Why choose Global Health College?
• Affordable tuition
• Financial aid available for those who qualify
• High NCLEX pass rate
• LPN and RN programs that begin year round

(Associate Degree in Nursing)
• Average class size
• Modern simulation labs
• Flexible schedules, designed for the working professional
• Fully accredited by ACICS, NLNAC (for practical nursing only)

and certified by SCHEV
 *Depending on number of college credits already earned.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b

b
b

b

b
b

Wellbeing

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

W
ith the impending
warmer weather
comes an in
creased number of

children participating in outdoor
activities. Some local health care
professionals and researchers are
issuing words of caution.

“More children will be outside
playing with friends, riding bi-
cycles and engaging in contact
sports. These activities and others
where impact is a possibility place
children at risk for a concussion,”
said Dr. Faith Claman, who holds
a doctor of nursing practice and is
an assistant professor in the Malek
School of Health Professions at
Arlington’s Marymount University.

Local educators say it is impor-
tant to know the facts. “A concus-
sion is a brain injury, which often
occurs as a result of a fall or blow
to the head or body, said Dr. Dalila
Birem, associate medical director
of Molina Healthcare of Virginia
and Fairfax Community Health
Care Network. “Normally, the
brain is cushioned by fluid, but
when jolted violently, the brain
crashes into the skull, resulting in
damage to the soft tissue.”

Birem says that while some
people may lose consciousness,
more common symptoms of a con-
cussion include headache, blurred
vision, fatigue or irritability.

“Others may experience no
symptoms at all [and] with rest,
most people fully recover from a
concussion,” said Birem. “How-
ever, severe concussions or re-
peated incidents may lead to more
serious consequences, such as

problems with speech, mobility or
learning.”

Researchers at George Mason
University in Fairfax are taking
action. “Concussions are running
rampant across the country right
now and it seems that no one,
from middle school student ath-
letes to professional players, are
exempt,” said university spokes-
woman Catherine J. Probst. “As a
result, some states are enacting
new laws to change this concus-
sion culture. Virginia’s General
Assembly [passed legislation] that
requires student athletes and their
parents to receive annual concus-
sion education. … The law also
states that schools form concus-
sion management teams to pro-
vide and document concussion
education for students, staff,
coaches and parents.”

Implementing the legislation
presents challenges, however.
“Many Virginia public schools lack
the necessary resources to prop-
erly deliver concussion education,”
she continued.

To address the dearth of re-
sources, researchers in Mason’s
College of Education and Human
Development (CEHD) joined the
Advancing Healthcare Initiatives
for Underserved Students
(ACHIEVES) project to offer effec-
tive medical care and education.

“The project has already reached
more than 80,000 student ath-
letes, staff, coaches and parents to
deliver more effective medical care
and concussion education,” Probst
said.

ACHIEVES offers services that
run the gamut from implementing
an electronic medical record-keep-
ing program to offering both
online and face-to-face sessions.
Probst says university researchers
hope the ACHIEVES project will
serve as a model for other school
systems at the local, regional and
national levels as more states en-
act concussion laws.

Researchers Address
‘Concussion Culture’
Education and
proper health
care are keys.

Researchers in George Mason University’s College of
Education and Human Development (CEHD) joined the
Advancing Healthcare Initiatives for Underserved Stu-
dents (ACHIEVES) project to offer concussion education.
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From Page 26

Schools

Jacqueline Beckwith  was
awarded an Abraham Lincoln Scholar-
ship by the Gettysburg College.

Alyssa Glomb is a member of James
Madison University’s nationally-ranked
policy debate team.

Mark L. Bane has enrolled in the
Army ROTC program at Marion Military
Institute, Ala. Upon graduation and
completion of ROTC Military Science
courses at the host university, the cadet
receives a bachelor’s degree and a com-
mission of second lieutenant in the U.S.
Army. Bane is the son of Pamela and
Ben S. Bane. He graduated in 2012 from
Leavenworth High School, Kansas.

Tae Kim was recently initiated into
Phi Kappa Phi. Kim is pursuing a degree
in medicine at Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity.

Kyle Travers has been named to the
fall 2012 Champlain College’s dean’s
listand is majoring in Secondary Educa-
tion and English. Travers is the son of
Robin Travers and Walter Travers both
of Alexandria.

Gregory Scott Casey, Jr., a gradu-
ate of Gonzaga College High School and
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Gregory S.
Casey, Sr., was named to the dean’s list
at Hampden-Sydney College.

The following Alexandria residents
have been named to the president’s list
at Clemson University: Alexandra Lee
Butler, who is majoring in manage-
ment with an emphasis in international
management; Lydia Elena
Ciavarella, who is majoring in elemen-
tary education; Andrew MacDonald
Garden, who is majoring in English;
and Lindsey Joy Reich who is major-
ing in English.

Samuel Frazier was named to the
Curry College dean’s list.

Several local students have been
named to the University of Delaware’s
dean’s list: William Donahoe,
Natalie Felice, and Stephanie
Restifo.

Corbin Barr has been named to the
dean’s list at New River Community
College for the fall 2012 semester.

The following local residents were
among Coastal Carolina University stu-
dents who made the fall 2012 dean’s
list: Merid A. Merid and Marissa M.
Ashby, both majoring in marine sci-
ences; and Constance P.
Darlington, who is majoring in exer-
cise and sport science.

Fourteen T.C. Williams High School
students successfully auditioned at the
District All-Star Jazz Auditions Tuesday
night at the Francis C. Hammond
Middle School Campus. They partici-
pated in a workshop with Chris Vadala,
director of jazz studies at the University
of Maryland, Jan. 24-26 at Episcopal
High School.

This workshop culminated in a con-
cert on Saturday, Jan. 26. The
performers include: Alto sax - Brendan
Kerwin, lead, and Jillian Schiele;
trumpet - George Rhodes, lead,
Bryson Lockett and Alex Aplin, first
alternate; trombone - Maria Jones,
lead, Garrett Youmans, Bobby
Warden and Darrius Carter; bass;
guitar - Peter Eckel and Denny
Okudinani; bass - Duncan
Forrester and Colby Gustafson;
drums - Ted Davis.

Colin Chadduck has been named to
the Emory and Henry College’s dean’s

list for the fall semester.

The following Alexandria residents
have been named to the dean’s list at
Clemson University for the fall

semester: Megan Elizabeth
Epperson is majoring in biological sci-
ences; Shannon Kay Frydenlund is
majoring in elementary education;
Amanda Michelle Smith is majoring
in philosophy (law, liberty and justice);
Melissa Christine Beaty is majoring
in political science; and Emily Anne
Smoot is majoring in pre-business.

Aisha Ford and Madeline Ogden
have been named to the fall 2012 hon-
ors list at Mary Baldwin College.

Emily Jayne was named to the
dean’s list at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison. She is part of the school of
education.

John Thomas Tenorio, a fresh-
man, was among the 305 students from
Thiel College who were named to the
fall 2012 dean’s list. Tenorio has been
on the Thiel dean’s list one time.

The following students were recog-
nized as members of the dean’s list for
the fall semester at Eastern Mennonite
University: Heather Evans, a sopho-
more music performance major. Evans
is the daughter of David and Beth Evans.
Erin Rheinheimer, a sophomore art
major. Rheinheimer is the daughter of
Doug and Valerie Rheinheimer.
Stephanie Rheinheimer, a senior
social work major. Rheinheimer is the
daughter of Doug and Valerie
Rheinheimer.

Jasminka Herceg was named to
the fall 2012 dean’s list at Mary Baldwin
College.

Matthew Carney and Emily
Laubach were awarded dean’s list hon-
ors for the fall 2012 semester at St.
Mary’s College of Maryland.

Lyles-Crouch Traditional Acad-
emy was chosen to receive a $500 grant
through the 2012 ExxonMobil Educa-
tional Alliance program. The Exxon
station at 501 S Washington St., Alexan-
dria, submitted an application that was
approved for one of the many grants
available across the country this school
year. The EMEA program has allocated
nearly $2 million to support local
schools nominated by ExxonMobil
branded gas stations, providing
ExxonMobil retailers with the opportu-
nity to invest in the future of our
communities. The school will display an
EMEA poster, which will be delivered
along with the check.

Tamaric Wilsonhas made the
dean’s list at Sacred Heart University.

Emily Hauptlehas been named to
the dean’s list for the fall 2012 semes-
ter at Marquette University. Hauptle is
pursuing a bachelor of science in busi-
ness administration.

Genevieve Franciswas named to
the dean’s list at The University of
Scranton for the fall 2012 semester.
Francis is a freshman occupational
therapy major at Scranton.

The following local students have
been nominated as National Youth Cor-
respondents for the 2013 Washington
Journalism and Media Conference at
George Mason University.

Iman-Jane Reese a student at T C
Williams High School has been nomi-
nated to represent Virginia.

Nicholas Proano a student at
Washington International School has
been nominated to represent Virginia.

English Honor Society Induction
T.C. Williams High School held its inaugural Induction Ceremony of the school’s chapter
of the National English Honor Society. Thirty-two students, three faculty members, and
the keynote speaker were inducted on Feb. 13. The following are the T. C. Williams
NEHS inductees: Wafaa Ahmed, Kate Arnold, Ameena Ashraf, Luwam Bokure, Abigail
Bolton, Meredith Caine, Holland Cathey, Gabrielle Cirenza, Emily Dickson, Rebecca
Frank, Vilma Garcia, Cara Giordano, Emma Goldberg – president, Jessica Goodwin,
Kenna Kassa, Lamia Khandker, Gianna Knutson, Eliza Malakoff – historian, Molly
Merbeth, JoAnn Michel, Maura Nakahata, Isabella Neihardt, Kari Nelson – secretary,
Annika Papke, Miniya Shabazz, Lora Strum-Vaitas, Tezeta Tamrat, Edom Tilahun,
Katrina Umstead, Ishani Viradiya – treasurer, Parker White – vice-president, Andrea
Zelaya Macato, Dr. Jaqueline Gorski - English teacher and NEHS Faculty Advisory Coun-
cil member, Matthew Henry - English teacher and NEHS Faculty Advisory Council mem-
ber, Suzanne Maxey – principal, and Dr. Elizabeth Simons - former ACPS English curricu-
lum specialist.

Pennies for Patients
With the support of family,
friends, and teachers, the
students of Douglas
MacArthur Elementary
were able to raise
$7,724.76 during their
three week Pennies for
Patients campaign, benefit-
ting the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society. At left
are Leah Tomlin, Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society
School & Youth senior
campaign manager, and
Ethan Reynolds, Douglas
MacArthur Elementary SCA
president.

Celebrating
Chinese New Year
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
Lower School celebrated
the Chinese New Year on
Feb. 11 with an interac-
tive presentation from

Wong People of Washing-
ton, D.C. Students

learned the cultural
meanings of the Chinese

New Year, and students
and faculty were encour-

aged to wear red, sym-
bolizing good luck.
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Letters

Snapshot
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church’s Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at Waterfront Park.
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From Page 14

Sharing the Joy
Of Easter
To the Editor:

The beauty of giving shines brighter than
one can speak of. On the behalf of the com-
munities of the City of Alexandria, I would
like to say thanks to the Alfred Street Bap-
tist Church of Alexandria for its outpour-
ing of love — and more than 100 Easter
baskets that were given to children from age
of 4 months and up.

What a simple gift of the heart and what
it meant for each child, especially the smiles
of joy as some of the youngest tried to carry
baskets larger than themselves.

May we all share that moment through a
child’s eyes, to enjoy the life that’s given.

Geri Baldwin
Alexandria

Budget’s Effect
On Officers
To the Editor:

The following letter was addressed to the citi-
zens of Alexandria.

I am Sean McGowan, executive director
of the Virginia Police Benevolent Associa-
tion. I am a retired Alexandria police of-
ficer, having served 25 years in the depart-
ment. While a police officer for Alexandria,
I served as the president of the Alexandria
Chapter of the Police Benevolent Associa-
tion.

Members of the Alexandria Chapter have
expressed deep concerns over the city
manager’s proposed changes to the city’s
health insurance program and the police
and fire pension. Both of these changes will
have a major impact on the lives of police
officers and their families. While our offic-
ers have long lagged behind our comparable
jurisdictions in salary, they have always
been able to point to their benefits as some-
thing that helped maintain their compen-
sation level; this is no longer the case.

Our law enforcement professionals under-
stand that the cost of healthcare is rising,
not only here in the city, but nationwide.
Over the past several years, the city has in-
creased the portion of health insurance pre-
miums that they pay to 20 percent, which
has not been easy, but it is understandable
given the trends that are outside the city’s
control. Our Police Department and public
safety employee members are greatly con-
cerned about the proposed changes to
deductibles and the co-pay system that will
not only directly impact family budgets, but
may put employees in a situation where
they think twice about obtaining medical
care. Under the new deductible plan, a fam-
ily must meet a deductible of $800 each
year before benefits apply. As anyone with
young children can attest, there are reoc-
curring trips to doctor’s offices, urgent care,
and even the emergency room. Before each
of these trips, parents will now have to
weigh whether or not they will be able to
pay the hundreds of dollars in medical bills
they are about to incur. This is a choice that
no parent should have to make. Dealing

with a sick or in-
jured child in the
middle of the
night is stressful
enough without
having to factor in
the hundreds of
dollars of out of
pocket costs.

There are also
members of our
police family who
are battling can-
cer and other
chronic diseases.
Rest assured, they
will reach their
yearly deductible.
God forbid they
face complica-
tions in their
treatment that re-
sults in an inpa-
tient hospitaliza-
tion; they will
also face a $500
co-pay.

The facts of the
matter is that po-
lice officers and
their families will
be required to pay
$800 more a year
for their health
insurance on top
of any premium increases that may come
along. Family financial concerns will now
be factored into the decision to obtain medi-
cal care. By adopting this proposal, this is
the difficult financial road our officers will
be on.

On top of the changes to the health in-
surance program, the city manager’s pro-
posed budget also calls for an additional 2
percent annual contribution to the Police &
Fire pension plan. It goes without saying
that these directly affect officers’ gross and
take home pay. Our police officers already
contribute 8 percent of their salary to the
plan and have for nearly 10 years. Now
police officers are being asked to pay more
and receive the same benefit, all the while
being told that the plan is on sound foot-
ing. When the plan was enacted in 2004,
they were told that the design of the plan
allowed the city, rather than the participat-
ing police officers, to absorb the ups and
downs of the markets and investments, but
now they are being told that we must con-
tribute more to compensate for
underperforming investments. Something
isn’t adding up.

I cannot understate the impact of these
proposals on police officers and their fami-
lies. The Alexandria Human Resources De-
partment has provided a calculator for em-
ployees to determine the impact on their
paychecks. I have had the opportunity to
run some figures in the calculator and found
them to be troubling. A brand new police
officer, with a family, who was hired this
past January, is estimated to receive an $11
increase in salary for fiscal year 2014. That’s
not $11 a week, or $11 a paycheck, that’s
$11 for the entire year. It gets worse for
those who have served their city honorably
for years. A police detective, with a wife

and child, who has been with the city for
nine years, will actually see a $383 deduc-
tion in his gross pay. A 16-year veteran po-
lice officer suffers a $923 loss. This is real.
These are real people who will make less
money in the future. It’s hard to convince a
new, bright young police officer to stay with
our department when they know that they
will make less money — year after year. Not
only will you lose the future of this depart-
ment when these young officers leave, but
they walk out the door with the training
and know how we have given them. These
police officers then go to work for another
jurisdiction. The City of Alexandria has in-
vested thousands of dollars in training in
them and has nothing to show for it.

The city manager’s budget includes an
average 3.1 percent merit increase for em-
ployees.

For this they are thankful, because with-
out it, the 2 percent pension increase and
the rise in insurance premiums would make
these losses even greater. Keep in mind that
these numbers do not include the $800 de-
ductible that I discussed earlier or the Fed-
eral Reserve’s 1.5 – 2 percent increase in
inflation predicted for 2014.

That makes the officer’s family budget
picture even bleaker.

There is not a police officer in this city
who took their job to become rich. All that
they ask is that they do not fall further be-
hind, and that their families be taken care
of. There are police officers who will see a
gross pay deduction of over one thousand
dollars if these proposals go into effect —
that is no small amount in a police officer’s
family budget.

Our city law enforcement professionals
are public servants and they understand all
that goes along with that title. Recent events

remind us exactly why they are here and
the risks that they undertake each day. They
continue to embrace that challenge and are
humbled by the trust the public has placed
in their hands.

We all know that budgets are about mak-
ing choices and often those choices are dif-
ficult. All I ask is that you consider this city’s
dedicated police officers and their families
as you make your choices and the impact
your choices will have on them.

We ask that you contact your Alexandria
City Council member and ask them to up-
hold the promises that they have made to
our law enforcement professionals. The Al-
exandria City Council repeatedly professes
that the employees of Alexandria are their
most important asset. We ask now that they
show their support and place these critical
employee issues as priorities when consid-
ering the budget.

Thank you for your attention and con-
cern.

Sean McGowan
Executive Director

Virginia Police Benevolent Association

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes views on
any public issue. The deadline for all

material is noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address and home

and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good

taste and factual errors. Send to:
Letters to the Editor

Alexandria Gazette Packet
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314

Call 703-917-6444 or email
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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