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Carmella, a dog looking for her “forever home,” waits at the start
of the Break a Sweat for Homeless Pets race held at Burke Lake Park
on April 14 to raise funds for the nonprofit Friends of the Fairfax
County Animal Shelter to help support the shelter’s mission.
Carmella is available for adoption, contact the shelter for more
information about her: 703-830-1100.
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News

O
n Sunday, April 14, the Friends of the
Fairfax County Animal Shelter, a non-
profit that assists the animal shelter,
in conjunction with Metro Run & Walk

and Olde Towne Pet Resort, held a race at Burke Lake

Friends of the Fairfax County Animal Shelter and shelter volunteers pose for three
currently-available-for-adoption dogs at the Sunday, April 14, Break a Sweat for Home-
less Pets race sponsored by the group at Burke Lake Park. From left is Peter Fabry with
Carmella, Laura Shugrue with Hatsumi, and Rick Ojala with Mickey.

Breaking a Sweat for Homeless Pets

Even the dogs were eager to ‘Break a Sweat for Homeless
Pets,’ at the Sunday, April 14, race at Burke Lake Park.
The race was sponsored by the Friends of the Fairfax
County Animal Shelter to raise money for the shelter.

Terri Baker, a volunteer with the Fairfax County Animal
Shelter, is pictured with Kelli and Donel Hall and their
dog Lincoln, adopted from the Fairfax County Animal
Shelter at the Break a Sweat for Homeless Pets race
Saturday, April 14, at Burke Lake Park. The race was
sponsored by the Friends of the Fairfax County Animal
Shelter to raise money for the shelter. Kelli Hall is also a
volunteer with the Fairfax County Animal Shelter.

Park to raise funds for the shelter.
Over 200 people, many with their dogs, participated
in the event and several dogs available for adoption
also participated.

—Deb Cobb
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Viewpoints

What motivated you to attend the
candlelight vigil?

Raba Letteri of Reston
attended the vigil with her
husband Paul and sons
Joseph, 13, (right) and
Aaron, 9 (left).

“I came here from Lebanon to
be safe. I saw the hatred and
violence between Arabs and
Jews. Now everything I hear on
the news is about a shooting. I
don’t need to wait to lose one of
my children to have a voice.”

Bob Hatfield of Vienna
“I’m here to support legislation

that’s before Congress. We need
to bring Virginia into the 21st
century, and see that it’s respon-
sible to have sane gun control
measures and respect for the
Second Amendment. The two
are not mutually exclusive.”

Jeanne Bierkan of Vienna
“I came here tonight because I

want stronger background
checks. I have two boys who
grew up here, and I can’t under-
stand why we are still arguing
about something that’s just
common sense.”

Hank Ronan of Fairfax
(second from right), with
Katy Ronan, Adam
Ferguson and Earle
Mitchell of Springfield

“What really [ticks] me off is
that we do things like make
people take off their shoes in the
airport because one guy tried to
light his shoe on fire, and yet we
can’t get background checks for
guns? Some things are just
common sense.”

Klara Bilgin of Burke with
son Alex

“I am originally from Bulgaria.
When I travel abroad, people
cannot believe that there are
32,000 gun deaths every year in
America. They say ‘you don’t
have a dictator; you aren’t
controlled by warlords, how can
this happen?’ We are moving in
an awful direction … we need to
demand [measures] to reduce
gun violence.”

— Victoria Ross

News

See Residents,  Page 4

Lorton/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Editor

Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

L
ess than six miles from
the National Rifle Asso-
ciation (NRA) headquar-
ters in Fairfax, more

than 100 people gathered on the
Vienna Town Green Saturday,
April 13, to urge Congress to sup-
port stricter gun control measures.

“We need to send a strong mes-
sage to Congress that we have not
forgotten Newtown. We have not
forgotten Virginia Tech,” said Pat
Carol of Franconia, who attended
the rally with her two teenage chil-
dren. “ … It’s time to demand that
(legislators) protect our children,
instead of the gun lobby.”

The event was part of a series of
rallies this month co-hosted by
Organizing for Action (OFA) — a
social advocacy nonprofit that sup-
ports President Barack Obama —
and Mayors Against Illegal Guns,
a bipartisan coalition of 900 may-
ors co-chaired by New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

Both groups are calling for
stricter gun laws, including back-
ground checks for all gun sales,
gun safety training for all firearm
buyers, and a ban on military-style
assault weapons.

Vienna resident Sue Langley, a
community activist with OFA of
Virginia, organized
Saturday’s event, which
began at 7 p.m. and ended
with a candlelight vigil to
remember the children of
Newtown, and the esti-
mated 32,000 Americans
who die in gun-related
deaths every year.

“The Senate will be in its
final stages of debate this
week, and by standing to-
gether we’ll make sure they
know how many people
are behind them in passing
legislation,” Langley said.

THE EVENT included re-
marks from political lead-
ers, gun control advocates
and gun violence survivors.

“Eleven years ago my brother was murdered. He
was 50 years old, and he had a wife and five chil-
dren. He was shot during a robbery,” said McLean
resident Kathleen Murphy, choking back tears.

“This is personal for me,
not politics,” said Murphy,
who launched a bid to
challenge Del. Barbara
Comstock (R-34) in this
November’s House of Del-
egates election. Murphy, a
mother of six children, im-
plored the crowd to keep
the pressure on Congress
to support measures such
as expanded background
checks. “We are going to
hold them responsible,”
she said.

In an emotional speech
Earle Mitchell of Spring-
field, a retired U.S. Navy
supply officer, told the

crowd that, as a member of the military, “we were
always looking for foreign enemies. The enemy I’m

‘We Have Not Forgotten’
Residents rally in
Vienna to support
stricter gun
control measures.

Gun control advocates held a banner, “Congress: Protect
Our Children, Not the NRA,” during the Saturday, April
13, candlelight vigil in Vienna urging Congress to support
stricter gun control measures.

“May God bless you with
enough foolishness to
believe that you can make a
difference in this world, so
that you can change what
others claim cannot be
changed, and do what others
claim cannot be done.”

— John Horesji, coordinator of Social
Action Linking Together (SALT)
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Call Centreville Dental Wellness Center
for your Free Beautiful Smile Consultation.

“At Centreville Dental Wellness Center, we
provide dentistry to provide healthy vibrant
smiles for a lifetime. For patients requiring

preventive dental care to restorative dentistry
or urgent dental care, our comprehensive dental

treatments will provide you with exceptional
dental care and the smile you desire.”

Dr. Judith Thomas • Dr. Jason Abel
Dr. Rena Vakay

703-815-0775
14245-F Centreville Sq., Centreville, VA 20121

CentrevilleVirginiaDentist.com

You do not have to be
Miss America

to have a beautiful smile.

News

From Page 3

Residents Call for Stricter
Gun Control Measures
talking about is the NRA headquarters on I-66.”

“It’s been only four months since 26 children died
in Newtown, and we’ve had 3,300 gun-related
deaths,” Mitchell said. “I have young grandchildren,
who all live in Virginia. Newtown could happen here.
When will we say ‘enough’?”

The event began with a Franciscan blessing read
by John Horesji of Vienna, coordinator of Social Ac-
tion Linking Together (SALT).

“May God bless you with enough foolishness to
believe that you can make a difference in this world,
so that you can change what others claim cannot be
changed, and do what others claim cannot be done,”
Horesji recited.

“From a faith perspective, Second Amendment
rights need to be balanced with the Second Com-
mandment ‘to love thy neighbor as thyself.’ The Sec-
ond Commandment also refers to false idols, and
we need to question our worship of the Second
Amendment,” Horesji said.

Del. Ken Plum (D-36) and Purcellville Mayor Bob
Lazaro were the only political leaders to attend the
event. Lazaro is a member of Mayors Against Illegal
Guns.

“There’s a Virginia Tech every week in this coun-
try,” Lazaro said during his remarks to the crowd.
“We have background checks for everything. It takes
a four-day background check to adopt a dog. We
need to demand criminal background checks for
anyone purchasing a gun.”

Lazaro cited recent independent polls that show
more than 90 percent of Americans support back-
ground checks for all gun buyers. More than 80 per-
cent of gun owners — including 74 percent of Na-
tional Rifle Association members — support requir-
ing criminal background checks for anyone purchas-
ing a gun.

Under current federal law, only licensed firearms
dealers are required to conduct background checks
on potential buyers, according to a report from May-
ors Against Illegal Guns. Around 40 percent of U.S.

gun transfers are conducted by unlicensed “private
sellers” who are not required to conduct a federal
check, and who often do business at gun shows and
on the Internet — indicating that about 6.6 million
guns are transferred in the U.S. every year with no
background check for the buyer.

“This ‘private sale loophole’ a people who are al-
ready prohibited from buying guns — including fel-
ons, domestic abusers and the seriously mentally ill
— to avoid a background check by simply avoiding
licensed dealers,” according to the report.

Lu-Ann McNabb, a Centreville resident who was
instrumental in starting the Angel Fund in memory
of Reema Samaha, one of 32 students killed during
the April 16, 2007 Virginia Tech shooting, also spoke
at the event.

“During Reema’s funeral, her mother said to look
at her hands, because they were unscathed. But I
kissed her forehead, and I could see the exit wound,”
McNabb said. “How can we continue to let our chil-
dren be victims?”

Raba Letteri, a Reston preschool teacher, burst into
tears after the vigil.

“I came here from Lebanon to be safe. I saw the
hatred and violence between Arabs and Jews. Now
everything I hear on the news is about a shooting. I
don’t need to wait to lose one of my children to have
a voice,” Letteri said.

THIS WEEK, the Senate is expected to consider sev-
eral gun legislation amendments, including a break-
through bipartisan agreement proposed by Senators
Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) and Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) to
expand background checks to online and gun show
sales.

“The American people have made it clear where
they stand,” Langley said. “They want a response to
the tragedies caused by gun violence.”

For more information on OFA, go to
barackobama.com. For more information on Mayors
Against Illegal Guns, go to
mayorsagainstillegalguns.org.

Children hold up a sign — “Remember the
Newtown 26” — while listening to speak-
ers during a candlelight vigil in Vienna
Saturday, April 13, urging Congress to
support stricter gun control measures.

McLean resident Kathleen Murphy spoke
about losing her brother 11 years ago to
gun violence. She was one of several
speakers during the April 13 candlelight
vigil in Vienna urging Congress to support
stricter gun control measures.
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Walk with Us!
5-K Walk to benefit children in foster care
What: 5-K Walk
When: Saturday, May 18,

2013, 8:30 a.m. –
1 p.m. (Registration
from 8 to 8:30 a.m.)

Where: Lake Accotink Park
(rear entrance) 5660
Heming Avenue,
Springfield, VA.

Cost: $30 registration fee
Picnic lunch provided

Steps to Walk – or Support the 5-K Walk
1. Log on to: www.fairfaxyouth.org/events.xml to register
2. Create your own team or join our Fairfax Families4Kids team.
For more information, visit the Web site at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/fairfaxfamilies4kids.htm or contact
Beverly J. Howard, Fairfax Families4Kids Coordinator,
703-324-7518, TTY 711.
Beverly.Howard@fairfaxcounty.gov

Fairfax County is committed to nondiscrimination on the basis of disability in all
county programs, services and activities. Reasonable accommodations will be
provided upon request. For more information, call 703-324-4600, TTY 711.
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

SUNDAY/APRIL 21
Financial Fortitude Symposium.

1:30-4:30 p.m., at Antioch Baptist
Church in Rooms 205 A-B, 6531
Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station.
Guests speak on financial, estate, tax,
college planning, retirement and
investing; light refreshments served.
RSVP by Saturday, April 20. 703-539-
2813 or
FinancialFortitude@fcacdst.org.

ONGOING
 John Witt Chapter of the Colonial

Dames of the 17th Century. The
patriotic, genealogical and heraldic
society for women of lineal
descendants of an ancestor who lived
or served prior to 1701 in one of the
original colonies in the geographical
area of the present U.S. is accepting
new members; the chapter meets
four times yearly. jsmithtot@aol.com.

Mount Vernon Rep. Dan Storck
Community Office Hours. 10
a.m.-noon, at Lorton Library, 9520
Richmond Highway, Lorton. School
Board Member and Mount Vernon
District Representative Dan Storck
hosts drop-in community office hours
the second Saturday of each month.
Dan.Storck@fcps.edu or
Barbara.Larsen@fcps.edu.

Thank veterans for their service
via the post: draw or write a note of
thanks and encouragement—no need
to seal in envelopes, Adopt a Soldier
will do that—and send to Americas
Adopt A Soldier, P.O. Box 1049,
Springfield, VA 22151.
www.americasadoptasoldier.org.

Bulletin Board
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HUGE SAVINGS!
Save on your next

DIY project—
See offer below

Your rental experts since 1969.
Live local, rent local, buy local.

12716 Lee Hwy., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-803-8585

1/2 Price Rentals
On Any Equipment

Tues.–Thurs. With This Ad.
Expires 5/31/13. Limit one
discount per transaction.

Customer pickup only.

Fairview Elementary
School’s PTA in Fairfax
Station is very excited
about its first ever fam-
ily recycling event being
held Friday, May, 3 from
6-9 p.m. on the school’s
blacktop behind the
school. “Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle, RELAX!” action
begins upon entry where
event-goers can donate
cell phones, eye glasses,
toner cartridges, Ameri-
can flags (for proper dis-
posal) and bicycles for
r e c y c l i n g / r e u s e .
Fairview’s Watch
D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great
Students) will be collect-
ing the bicycles and will assist with
preparing the bikes for donation
for Bikes for the World, a local
non-profit. The community is wel-
come at the event.

Once inside, children and adults
will enjoy Appalachian mountain
music and BBQ by Red, Hot and
Blue ($5-$6 per platter). Every-
thing else at the event comes with
the $1/per person entry fee. There
will be games provided by Adven-
ture Links, composting demos by
Fairfax County, face painting, and
inflatables for the young. Dr.

Seuss’s original cartoon, The
Lorax, will be played in the gym
throughout the event and children
will make Truffula trees to take
home. A Children’s Book Exchange
will be held from 6:30-8 p.m.
where participants may bring up
to three books to exchange—upon
entry a ticket will be given to chil-
dren participating in the exchange.
All children will leave the event
with an environmental activity
booklet and a live oak tree to plant
at home, giving them a way to give
back to the Earth and leaving them

with lasting memories.
Bikes for the World

links suburban garages
to remote villages
around the globe by “re-
cycling” and repurposing
bicycles, delivering them
to overseas partners who
refurbish and channel
the bikes to people who
rely on them, helping
transform their lives.
Monetary donations are
also accepted, along with
helmets, reflective tape
and other related items.
Donations are tax-de-
ductible. Money donated
will help to purchase
tools needed in the up-

keep of the bikes, allows for their
transport, and helps to buy other
needed supplies. A $10 per bike
donation is suggested but not re-
quired to help defray a share of
the cost of these items, as well as
shipping to overseas charity part-
ners, which recondition the bi-
cycles and distribute them to
people who need them to get to
work, school, and health services.
If you’d like to learn more, visit
www.bikesfortheworld.org/who-
we-benefit.

—Erin Herbig

‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, RELAX!’ at
Fairview Elementary Spring Family Night

Logo for the upcoming May 3 event at
Fairview Elementary.
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5765-C Burke Centre Pkwy • Burke • 703-239-9324

10% OFF
Entire Check

50% OFF Lunch
Buy one and get 50% Off

2nd item of equal or lesser value.
Offer expires 4/30/13.

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 4/30/13.

Not valid with any other offers.

Sunday Brunch
10 AM–3 PM

for
Homemade Burgers,
Pizza, Pasta, Soups,

Salads, Steaks
Friendly Service & Cold Drinks

News

From left, Patricia Musick
Hatfield presents award to
Claire Wang.

Fairfax Student Wins
Columbus Essay Contest

C
laire Wang, a junior
at Trinity Christian
School (TCS) of

Fairfax, won the state level
Christopher Columbus Essay
Contest sponsored by the Vir-
ginia Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution.
  Claire competed with 147
other essayists from across
the state, writing on the topic
“How Did the Faith and Cour-
age of Christopher Columbus
Give to Mankind a New
World?”

She received her award
from the Virginia State Re-
gent Patricia Musick Hatfield
at the Annual Virginia State
DAR Youth Luncheon held in
Richmond on March 16. TCS
was represented at the lun-
cheon by R. Cody Phillips,
upper school history teacher
and school essay contest coordi-
nator.  Claire’s essay was spon-
sored by the Pentagon Chapter,
NSDAR.

The National Society DAR and
National Italian American Founda-
tion have jointly sponsored a na-

tion-wide essay contest on Chris-
topher Columbus each year since
1996. The contest is open to stu-
dents in grades nine through 12
in public, private or parochial
schools, or those who are home-
schooled.
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Fairfax Station,
Lorton & CliftonOpinion

M
ore than 181,000 students at-
tend Fairfax County Public
Schools. So why do the 480 stu-
dents who were accepted for

next year’s freshman class at Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Technology seem
so important?

Fairfax County Public Schools have a single
elite magnet school, Thomas Jefferson, and TJ
is frequently referred to as the top high
school in the country. Dramatic dispar-
ity in the makeup of admissions at TJ is
an indicator of disparity in early identi-
fication of students as gifted and talented, of
access to advanced classes and enrichment, and
in the basic education that the Fairfax County
Public school system offers to all of its students.

❖ Fully 25 percent of students in Fairfax
County Public Schools are poor enough to
qualify for subsidized meals. Less than one
percent of the incoming class at TJ is similarly
economically disadvantaged.

❖ White students will make up just 25 per-
cent of the incoming freshman class at Tho-
mas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology; 43 percent of FCPS students over-
all are white.

❖ Asian students will make up 66 percent of
the incoming freshman class at TJ; 19 percent
of FCPS students overall are Asian.

❖ Hispanic students will make up just 3.1
percent of the incoming freshman class at TJ;
22 percent of FCPS students overall are His-
panic.

❖ Black students will make up just one per-
cent of the incoming freshman class at TJ; 10
percent of FCPS students overall are African
American.

The local chapter of the NAACP and a group
called Coalition of the Silence, led by former
school board member Tina Hone, last year filed
a civil rights complaint with the Justice De-
partment alleging that FCPS is essentially run-
ning “separate-but-unequal” schools systems.

In a statement this month, Hone re-
cently said there is “stark
underrepresentation of Black and
Latino students at the elementary and

middle school level who are identified as eli-
gible to receive instruction at a Gifted and Tal-
ented and/or Advanced Academic Program
center. ... Because so few Black or Latino stu-
dents (or poor students) receive instruction
through these centers and because the instruc-
tion in these centers is so robust, the pipeline
of talented Black, Latino and poor students
who are able to compete successfully for ad-
mission to TJ is choked.”

The underrepresentation of poor students is
in many ways more disturbing than the racial
disparities. While the concept of “value added”
has been controversial in teacher evaluations

(the sample size is too small for that) FCPS
could rightly be evaluated on the value added.

Are its top performing schools really based
on the value that relatively wealthy families
are able to devote to their children’s educa-
tion? Books, computers, tablets and more at
home, enrichment programs and camps, tutors,
and attention from well educated parents are
the main ingredients to FCPS success.

Perhaps it is best to measure the value added
by FCPS based on the performance of its poor-
est students, the 25 percent who qualify for
subsidized meals, and who bring the smallest
resources from home to the table.

The School Board has named a new super-
intendent, pending some final details. She is
Dr. Karen Garza, currently superintendent of
the Lubbock Independent School District,
which serves approximately 30,000 students
in Lubbock, Texas. Before that she served as
the chief academic officer of the Houston In-
dependent School District, the seventh largest
school district in the country with more than
200,000 students. She faces tremendous op-
portunity here in Northern Virginia.

Value-added Evaluation?
TJ admissions illustrate
growing gap between
“haves” and “have-
nots.”

Demographics:
FCPS Incoming TJ
African American: 10.4% 1%
Asian American: 19.3% 66%
Hispanic: 22.1% 3%
White: 43.1% 25%
Subsidized Meals 25% 1%

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 9

A Misreading of
History

To the Editor:
That a few local schools are

named for Confederate generals
bothers Kiran Hampton [“Alarmed
by School Names,” Connection,
April 11-17, 2013]. The US Army
and Navy have named forts and
ships after Confederate heroes.
The Veterans Administration pro-
vides headstones for Confederate
graves.  That wouldn’t have hap-
pened if they were traitors. No
Confederates were convicted of
treason. Hampton’s shame that
Virginia fought with the Confed-
eracy suggests a misreading of US
history.

The 13 colonies seceded from
the United Kingdom in 1776.
Were our Founding Fathers trai-
tors? The Confederate States of
America (CSA) cited adherence to
principles of that Revolution for
opposing Lincoln. Treason is an
attempt to overthrow one’s na-
tional government. The CSA never
tried to overthrow the US govern-
ment. It merely asked to be left in
peace. The North answered by in-
vading the South, hence use of the

term “War of Northern Aggres-
sion” that Hampton calls ridicu-
lous. The only thing ridiculous was
the total war waged against South-
erners. The ancestors of many of
these same Yankee invaders were
the traitors of 1814 at the Hart-
ford Convention who promoted
the secession of New England and
a separate peace in the War of
1812 with America’s enemy, En-
gland.

In 1861, people saw themselves
as citizens of their state first and
Americans second. Union army
units comprised almost exclusively
and fought as state militia units;
the US Army was small.

In November 1860, Abraham
Lincoln was elected president,
with under 40 percent of the popu-
lar vote in a four-man race.  Vir-
ginia voted for moderate John
Bell. Lincoln did all he could to
provoke the Confederacy into war.
He rejected reconciliation by Con-
federate emissaries and the Wash-
ington Peace Conference chaired
by ex-President Tyler of Virginia.
It took six additional months for
the commonwealth to move from
being pro-Union to supporting se-
cession. Virginia pursued a very
deliberate approach. Between No-

vember 1860 and May 23, 1861,
the Old Dominion exhausted ev-
ery avenue to prevent secession
and war: citizen meetings, calling
a peace conference of the states,
creating a state convention to de-
bate secession, and efforts to me-
diate between the Federal Govern-
ment and the CSA. As with adop-
tion of the US Constitution, the
Confederate states held special
conventions to approve secession.
Texas, Tennessee and Virginia
opted for a statewide referendum
on secession. In that referendum,
Fairfax County and Virginia voted
reluctantly, but overwhelmingly

for the ordinance of secession. On
May 23, 76 percent of county vot-
ers endorsed secession, while
statewide 80 percent favored se-
cession. At 2 a.m. on May 24,
Union soldiers crossed the
Potomac. Robert E. Lee, Stonewall
Jackson, and J.E.B. Stuart fought
to deliver our commonwealth
from an invasion that had noth-
ing to do with freeing slaves, but
rather maintaining the forced eco-
nomic dependence of the South
upon the North.

Michael Shumaker
Fairfax

To the Editor,
Letter writer Kiran Hampton

asks if she is “the only one alarmed
by the presence of high schools
named after Confederate leaders?”
[“Alarmed By School Names, Con-
nection, April 10-16, 2013]. In re-
sponse, I would say, “Why yes, I
believe she is.”

History cannot nearly be under-
stood in 20/20 hindsight. To un-
derstand that period of our
nation’s history you must examine

and analyze the issues as if you
were present during those times
and not from the perspective of a
person living a century and a half
later. Obscured by today’s politi-
cal correctness is that the vast
majority of people in the South at
the time of the Civil War did not
own slaves. In 1850, less than 6
percent of white Southerners
owned slaves, leaving 94 percent
who did not. To presume that

Thinking of History in Real Time
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠
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Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips

and Compost

RR Ties $19.99
$29.99/cu. yd.

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

Tomato Plants
$1.99

Pack of 4

Tomato Plants
$1.99

Pack of 4

Tomato Plants
$1.99

Pack of 4

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walls, Walkways,

Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walls, Walkways,

Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walls, Walkways,

Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

From Page 8

Letters

some 800,000 young, white
Southerners left their homes, fami-
lies, and loved ones to risk their
lives defending the rights of a
small, wealthy minority ignores
significant other issues, such as
states’ rights, that had not yet been
settled in our nascent republic.

If Ms. Hampton would like to
participate in a present day history
naming issue, I would call her at-
tention to the Navy’s politically-
motivated decision to name a ship
after the late Congressman John
Murtha. The amphibious transport
dock ship, now being constructed
and scheduled for commissioning
in 2015, will be named after a per-
son known for his very public pre-
trial condemnation of the Marines
involved in the Haditha incident
during the Iraq war, as well as his
own ethical issues while a mem-
ber of Congress. Further, all other
ships of the class are named for
American cities. As a matter of
fact, I would like to see one of the
area’s new schools named after
Lee’s dependable corps com-
mander James Longstreet, because
he became a “reconstructed rebel,”
embracing equal rights for the
newly freed blacks, unification of
the nation and reconstruction.

Chris J. Krisinger
        Colonel, USAF (Ret.)

    Burke



10  ❖  Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection  ❖  April 18-24, 2013 Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection  ❖  April 18-24, 2013  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Treasured Child

703-978-4778
Find us on Facebook:
facebook.com/treasuredchildconsigments

9411-C Old Burke Lake Road

Burke, VA 22015

Consignments for Children
• Clothing • Equipment
• Toys • Books • DVDs

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

M
arta Daniels recalls the day when her
son Will received his first college ac-
ceptance letter.

“He was thrilled,” she said. “It was a huge relief
to know that he had been accepted somewhere.”
But elation soon turned to stress when Will learned
that he’d been accepted into all five schools to
which he’d applied. “We went from being relieved
that he would be going off to college next fall to
panicking over whether or not we would choose
the best school for Will,” said Daniels.

As the May 1 national college decision day looms,
the day students must shell out hefty deposits to
secure their spots at colleges and universities, stu-
dents like Daniels are feeling pressure. Most col-
lege counselors agree that it’s important to make
sure the school is a good fit for the student aca-
demically, financially and socially, and local coun-
selors share ideas for making the decision less
daunting.

They urge students to do a thoughtful assess-
ment of who they are and what they need to thrive
in an academic environment. “From community
college to the ivy leagues, every school has suc-
cess stories,” said Mike Canfield, director for un-
dergraduate admissions at Marymount University
in Arlington. “You can be successful at any school
if it is the right one.”

Brie Jeweler-Bentz, Psy.D., a psychologist at The
School Counseling Group encourages students to
ask, “Where to I want to be geographically? Do I
need a large campus or a school with an urban
campus? Will I go crazy in a small town? Do I want
to paint my face and cheer on my Division I sports
team?” The school’s political and religious climates
matter, she said, as does the local weather.

She also stressed that a school must be a good
fit both socially academically. “A big rah-rah school
is great, but academically will the student get lost
in a big lecture hall with 400 other students?”

Michael Carter, Ph.D., director of college coun-
seling at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School in Alex-
andria, said that fit and balance also matter. “Does
the student mesh with the school’s programs aca-
demically and extracurricularly? Is there a good
blend academically, socially and extracurricularly
so that the student can have balance?”

One way to answer these questions is to spend
time on campus. “Sit in the cafeteria, have lunch
and look around at the students,” said Jeweler-
Bentz. “How do the students dress and talk? Do
they have piercings, tattoos and nose rings? Does
the school click for you? Does it feel like home?”

Randy Tajan, director of college counseling at
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in Potomac, Md.,
said students should look at colleges through a new
lens, that of admitted student. “What is student
life like? What about access to professors? Can you
be a student and an active citizen? They should
think about again why they applied to those schools
originally.”

A school’s atmosphere should not be underesti-
mated, said some counselors.

“Given that our environment often affects us, for
better or worse, is this school a good fit for my
goals and values?” asked Michael Hude, college
counselor at The Heights School in Potomac, Md.
He said that students should also ask, “Does it fos-
ter an environment that will facilitate the type of
growth I’d like both to experience [in college] and
take with me for the rest of my life?”

Hude said that the cost of the school is an im-
portant consideration: “Will I be going into debt?
Does the quality of the education and the school’s
reputation justify the expense and debt?”

Meg Mayo, director of college counseling at
Connelly School of the Holy Child in Potomac, Md.,
agrees. “I think any type of scholarship money if
awarded should play into a decision,” she said. “I
really worry about kids coming out of college
loaded down with debt and not finding work right
away.”

Jeweler-Bentz adds the prospective students
should take a look at those who have graduated
from the institution. “Some schools have amazing
[alumni] networks that can hook graduates up with
job opportunities,” she said. “It’s also important to
look at statistics on job and graduate school place-
ment to see how good of a job particular colleges
do with their students post-graduation.”

Canfield said that once a student has selected a
school, the next step is to connect. “Plan for orien-
tation,” he said. “Learn the process for registra-
tion. Check out the school’s fan page on Facebook.
Some schools host invitation-only closed social
media sites.”

Students should also start planning for life on
campus. “What [activities are] they going to join
when they get to campus? Students who are in-
volved in campus activities or have a job on cam-
pus that is limited to 10 hours a week are signifi-
cantly happier and do better in their classes than
their counterparts who have neither,” said Canfield.

Local college counselors
offer advice on making
the right choice.

Countdown to College Decision Day

As the May 1 na-
tional college deci-
sion day looms, high
school seniors like
Jack Phillips and
Elizabeth Cornick of
St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes School must
decide which col-
leges they will attend
in the fall.

Photo courtesy of

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes

School

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

A
pril 1st marked the beginning of
Robinson Secondary School’s “26
Acts of Kindness”—a tribute to
the 26 children and adults who

were killed at the Sandy Hook Elementary
School shooting last December in Newtown,
Conn. The Student Government Association
(SGA) pulled out all the stops to make this
“pay it forward” campaign a success, even
providing t-shirts with space on the back for
supporters to fill in each act of kindness per-
formed, producing a promotional video that
was uploaded to YouTube, and even estab-
lishing a Twitter site where do-gooders could
post what good deeds they had done.

On Friday, April 12, the school took their
kindness to the next level at a school assem-
bly where 66 students and staff had some
serious hair cuts—donating the lopped off
locks to the charity Pantene Beautiful
Lengths to make wigs for cancer patients.

BEFORE THE CUTTING commenced, Spe-
cial Education teacher Megan Gaeta, the
organizer of this charitable contribution,
received a special proclamation from Del.
Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41) honoring the
educator’s receipt of a 2012 Virginia Lottery
Super Teacher Award. The proclamation
noted Gaeta’s work with her special needs
students who, in partnership with other
Robinson students, created the school’s Pack-
aged With Care program. Together, the stu-
dents with and without special needs raise
funds, then shop for supplies for commu-
nity members in need, bringing hygiene sup-
plies to shelters, school supplies for children,

even crafts for hospitalized children.
The assembly then heard from Associate

Principal Mike Mukai, who told the personal
tale of how he had come to be the adopted
parent of a 14-year-old boy when he him-
self was just a single 25-year-old, with only
three years of teaching experience to his
name. “People always say ‘Wow, Mike, how
you changed that boy’s life!’” said Mukai.
“It’s really more the other way around. You
do change lives with every act of kindness,
but every act of kindness really changes your
life—for the better.”

The gathering was also inspired by
Michael Ricucci, president and CEO of
TerraRising Records, who told his own mo-
tivational story and spoke of his company’s
work to promote music therapy and support
music education programs.

There was some comic relief in the form
of a student “fill the packages for those in
need” relay race, and then the scissors fi-
nally came out. Several hair styling teams,
including a group from the Paul Mitchell
School in Tysons Corner, donated their time
and talent for the event. Many of the do-
nors had a family member or friend make
the first few cuts before the professionals
took over and gave the newly shorn hair
some style and shape. Some of the girls had
been growing those tresses for years, so it
was no surprise when a few tears were shed
to the sound of the snipping and the dona-
tions were finally zipped into plastic bags.

ROBINSON’S 26 ACTS OF KINDNESS
campaign will end officially on April 26
when all of those t-shirt-wearing, kindness-
pledging students gather to take a group
panoramic photograph to send to Sandy
Hook Elementary school, along with the
story of their crusade to give kindness a place
in daily life. Sixty-six new hairstyles walk-
ing the school halls will act as a daily re-
minder toward that goal.

26 Acts of Kindness
campaign continues.

Robinson Students Make
The Cut for Caring

Ninth grader Savannah Willet of Clifton shows off her bag of donated
hair. Her mom Megan Dygve sits beside her, having made the first cut.
Savannah has been growing those lustrous locks since third grade.

Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D- 41) presents the proclamation for a Virginia
Lottery Super Teacher 2012 Award to special education teacher Megan
Gaeta at the 26 Acts of Kindness Assembly at Robinson Secondary School.
Gaeta’s class and the students who partner with them have donated
countless hours of energy and time toward charitable activities like their
Packaged With Care program.
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Twinbrooke Centre • 9565 Braddock Rd.
Open 7 Days • 703-425-1855 • www.judyryanoffairfax.com

CONGRATULATIONS
JUDY RYAN OF FAIRFAX

Brighton • Karen Kane
Joseph Ribkoff • Keller-charles
Before And Again • Hanky Panky

Lynn Ritchie • Tees by Tina
Come join the Celebration Party
Saturday, April 20th from 10-5
Enjoy door prizes, refreshments
and a Brighton rep visit

on 25 Years of Dressing and Decorating
Northern Virginia from:

June 22-26 June 28-July 2

Now in its 15th year – in Annapolis, MD at the U.S. Naval Academy Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday.
Dated announcements should be sub-
mitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

Sean Padraig Brennan, a senior
majoring in computer science at the
University of Rochester, has been
named to the Dean’s List for academic
achievement for the fall 2012 semester.
Brennan, a resident of Fairfax Station,
is the son of John and Mary Ellen
Brennan, and a graduate of South
County Secondary School in Lorton.

Achievement Scholar awardees are
the finalist candidates judged to have
the strongest record of accomplishments
and greatest potential for academic suc-
cess in college. The 2013 National
Achievement Scholarship Winner in the
area is Hayley V. Harris of Centreville
High School.

Forty-four undergraduate researchers
at the University of Virginia have been
selected for the Harrison Undergraduate
Research Awards, which allow them to
conduct independent research projects
during the summer of 2013. The re-
search awards support students who
present detailed plans for projects that
have been endorsed by a faculty mentor.
A faculty senate committee selected the
winners, who receive up to $3,000.

Among the award recipients are:
Kylene Daily, 19, of Clifton, a sec-

ond-year biochemistry major in the
college, who is researching Neisseria
gonorrhoeae and human neutrophils,
examining the relationship between the
human immune system and particular
bacteria.

Jonathon Blonchek, 20, of West
Friendship, Md., a third-year computer
engineering major in the Engineering
School; Shiv Sinha, 20, of Clifton, a
third-year electrical and computer engi-
neering double major with a minor in
engineering business; Anish Simhal,
21, of Burke, a third-year electrical en-
gineering major; and Vinay
Dandekar, 20, of Fairfax, a third-year
computer engineering major comprise a

group of student researchers  seeking to
develop a sensor system to determine
occupancy in study spaces in Rice Hall,
the newest engineering building.

Pranav Aurora, 21, of Lorton, a
third-year nanomedical engineering
major in the School of Engineering and
Applied Science, and Tristan Jones,
21, of Reston, a third-year engineering
major, are researching how to regener-
ate heart muscle cells to improve cardiac
function after a heart attack.

Joseph H. Austin, of Springfield
graduated from Boston University with
a bachelor of arts in philosophy in Janu-
ary 2013.

Megan J. Cartwright, of Spring-
field, received a master of music in
music education from Boston University
in January 2013.

Courtney Paige Long of Fairfax
Station graduated from Radford Univer-
sity at the end of the fall semester. Long,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Long
of Fairfax Station, earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in psychology.

Meredith Rigby, of Clifton, was
named to Susquehanna University’s
dean’s list for the fall 2012 semester.

Eleven residents of Fairfax Station
have been named to the fall semester
Dean’s List at Radford University.

They are Lisa Michelle Diana, jun-
ior accounting major; Kyle Patrick
Fairbanks, freshman pre-business
major; Elizabeth Ann Haase, junior
interdisciplinary studies major; Eileen
K. McCoy, freshman interdisciplinary
studies major; Ben Fernando
Pasquel, junior communications ma-
jor; Julia Loryn Ports , senior
communication science and disorders
major; Kayla Beth Reisinger, senior
interdisciplinary studies major;
Preston Charles Sellers, freshman
marketing major; Aaron Thomas
Sronce, junior criminal justice major;
Sarah Ashleigh Elizabeth Stroop,
freshman interdisciplinary studies ma-
jor; and Kelli Taranto, freshman
interdisciplinary studies major.

School Notes

Find us on Facebook and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/connectionnewspapers

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send
us your favorite snapshots of you with your
Mom and The Connection will publish them
in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include
some information about what’s going on in
the photo, plus your name and phone num-
ber and town of residence. To e-mail digital
photos, send to:

south@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection,
“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if you
include a stamped, self-addressed envelope,
but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

LAND BARGAIN!
SUNRISE VIEWS

3.4 AC - only $34,900
Open & wooded parcel close to 200 acre 

lake. 90 mins DC Beltway. Public road 
frontage. Ready to build or use. Lowest 

rates ever on EZ Financing.
Call Now 1-800-888-1262

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

FREE ATTORNEY CONSULTATION
on issues of Auto Dealer Fraud; Lemon Law;

Identity Theft; Fair Credit Reporting and
Foreclosure Defense.

Law Offices of E. F. Robinson

(703) 970-2080

109 Prof. Services 109 Prof. Services

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Little Red Pepper, Inc trading 
as Red Pepper, 13075 Fair 
Lakes Shopping Center, Fair-
fax, VA 22033. The above es-
tablishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a wine 
and beer on Premise license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Jie Lan Deng 
President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

116 Childcare Avail.
BURKE Childcare avail in my 

home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 
evenings, Back-up care & 

special needs children 
welcome. Large yard for lots of 

fun! 703-569-8056

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT
ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EmploymentEmployment

Great Job Opportunity!
The high volume Mount Vernon Inn Restaurant
(George Washington’s Mount Vernon) is seeking
Wait staff: Food Servers & Host/ess staff.
Free meals, uniforms, parking, and flexible
scheduling. Email: MVImail@MountVernon.org

Director of Nursing
Paul Spring Retirement Community is

seeking candidates for the position of
Director of Nursing. We are looking for an
individual who enjoys responsibility and
possesses strong management and commu-
nication skills to oversee and manage the
nursing department.

Minimum Qualifications:
• Current Virginia license as a Licensed

Practical Nurse or Registered Nurse.
• Minimum of two years nursing experience,

preferably in a long-term care setting.
• Basic computer skills, including e-mail

and Word.
• Ability to be on call during nights, week-

ends, and emergencies.
• Must be compassionate, caring and enjoy

working with seniors and their families.
If you enjoy managing people, team build-

ing, and making a difference in the lives of
your staff and residents, we would love to talk
with you about this position. Experience in
long-term care and management is preferred.

This full-time position offers a competitive
salary along with a complete benefit package
including health, dental, and life insurance,
paid time off, and 401k plan. For considera-
tion, please complete our online application at
WWW.RUI.NET and submit with resume and
salary requirements. Paul Spring Retirement
Community is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

SERVERS
EARN UP TO $750 a week!

Not just a Diner anymore: our new Fresh &
Local Menu is bringing in guests & Silver
Diner Merrifield need to add to our team.
We offer excellent pay, medical/dental
insurance, 401K, Meal Discount and promo-
tion from within. Apply in person at Silver
Diner Merrifield or on-line at
www.silverdiner.jobs

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near your home office

Enjoy commissions and flexible hours
Great opportunity for outside sales person to work primarily

in and near your home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet advertising campaigns to
local businesses for Connection Newspapers, Northern Virginia’s
best-read community newspapers and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting low while working
close to home. After a short training period, travel to our Old
Town Alexandria headquarters and production facility required
only once or twice a week during off-peak
traffic hours. Call 703-778-9431 for details.
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿
TN

HOUSECLEANING
20 yrs Experience

Great rates
Excellent refs

Theresa
703-980-3113

theresajnavarro@hotmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $65

Houses $125
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

703-204-0733

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios • Exposed Aggregate
Sidewalks • Carports  • Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick• Stonework

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE

LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  -  Free estimates
703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining

walls, drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Results! Why, man, I have gotten 
a lot of results. I know several

thousand things that won't work.
-Thomas A. Edison
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www.kathleenhomes.com • kathquintarelli@erols.com

Kathleen Quintarelli
703-862-8808

#1 Weichert Realtor
Burke/Fairfax Station
Licensed Realtor 23 Years

NVAR Lifetime Top ProducerSee Interior Photos at:

#1 Weichert Agent in Burke & Fairfax Station
Call Kathleen

today and
ask for a
copy of her
“Satisfied
Client List”

Falls Church/Rt 50  $244,950
Open Sunday 4/21 1-4

Spectacular lake front end unit condo w/ 2 pat-
ios, lovely hrdwd flrs, cozy frplc, remodeled
bath, updated kit w/ newer appliances & light-
ing, loaded w/ moldings, new windows & sliders,
replaced HVAC, washer, dryer & water heater,
shows like a model, plenty of parking, comm
pool, walk to rec center & only 1/2 mile to I495.

Fairfax Sta/South Run $839,950
Open Sunday 4/21 1-4

Huge Newport model w/ 5BR, 4.5BA, 2 frplcs, fin
walkout bsmt w/ wet bar, 2 recreation rms + a
den, SUNROOM,  1/2+ acres, loaded w/ hrdwd
flrs & moldings, eat-in kit w/ granite cntrs, SS
appliances & tile splash, MBA w/ jetted tub &
sep shower w/ new tile, dual zone HVAC, fresh
paint, replaced roof, siding garage drs & more.

Burke $739,950
Dramatic 2 Story Family Room

Sunny open floor plan w/ 5,200+ SQ FT on cul-
de-sac backing to dense woods w/ SUNROOM,
screened porch, 5BR, 4.5 BA, huge fin walkout
bsmt, gas frplc, skylts, loaded w/ hrdwd flrs, eat-
in kit w/ new SS & blk appliances,   MBR w/ sit-
ting rm , MBA w/ jetted tub, library, sec sys,
sprinkler sys, replaced HVAC, roof & siding.

Fairfax Sta/South Run  $849,950
Backs To Parkland

Sunny Berry blt home w/ 5BR, 3.5BA, screen
porch & deck overlook stream, huge fin
walkout bsmt w/ bar & dance floor, dramatic
Lvrm & Dnrm w/ vaulted clngs, updated eat-
in kit w/ granite & new appl, library w/ walk-
in closet, MBR w/ sittingrm, MBA w/ double
sinks & sep tub & shower & more.

C
O
M
IN

G

S
O
O
N

O
P
E
N

S
U
N
D
A
Y

Burke/Longwood Knolls  $549,950
Multiple Offers Received

Sunny home w/ rear entry 2 car
garage, dramatic fmlyrm w/ cathedral
clngs & windows on 3 sides, hrdwd
flrs, fin walkout bsmt,3.5BA, kit w/
new SS appliances & corian cntrs,
MBR w/ sittingrm & walk-in clst &
MBA w/ 2 sinks & sep tub & shower.
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OPEN HOUSES
 SATURDAY/SUNDAY, APRIL 20 & 21

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Burke
6012 Deep Lake Way............$759,990..Sat 12-6 ................Clark Massie....................Tetra..703-391-6245

Centreville
5414 Clubside Ln..................$449,000...Sun 1-4.............Suzanne Burch..........Century 21..703-328-5606

6028B Machen Rd ................$419,900....Sat 1-4..................Helen Hong....Samson Props..703-850-1607

Chantilly
42344 Astors Beachwood.....$800,000...Sun 1-4...............Chris Pezzana.............Weichert ..703-447-1662

Clifton
13100 Twin Lakes Dr .........$1,272,500...Sun 1-4............Marsha & Catie.....Long & Foster..703-618-4397

7380 Clifton Rd..................$1,125,000...Sun 1-4..........Deborah Gorham.....Long & Foster..703-968-7000

13907 Stonefield Dr..............$639,000..Sun  2-4...........Damon Nicholas..Coldwell Banker..703-502-8787

13904 Warm Springs Ct ....... $625,000..Sun  2-4...........Damon Nicholas..Coldwell Banker..703-502-8787

Fairfax
5102 Walport Ln...................$550,000...Sun 1-4...............Kristi Morgan ..............RE/MAX..703-909-4462

Fairfax Station
6207 Halley Commons Ct ..$1,199,000...Sun 1-4............Helen Grozbean....Keller Williams..571-233-4287

7917 Wild Orchard Way........$960,000...Sun 1-4....................Pat Dewey.....Long & Foster..703-919-4952

8611 Woodwren Ln .............. $897,500...Sun 1-4.................Kathy Peters.....Long & Foster..703-915-2165

11501 Lilting Ln....................$849,000...Sun 2-4 ......................Pat Fales ..............RE/MAX..703-503-4365

7713 Stoney Creek Ct ...........$839,950...Sun 1-4......Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808

8001 Eddy Bend Trl...............$795,000...Sun 2-4 ............Carrie Shokraei ..............RE/MAX..703-297-2109

6314 Youngs Branch Dr........$729,900...Sun 1-4...............Diana Khoury.....Long & Foster..703-401-7549

Franconia/Kingstowne
7505 Cadbury Row...............$449,950...Sun 1-4..Tom & Cindy & Assoc.....Long & Foster..703-822-0207

4330 Gingham Ct..................$399,950...Sun 1-4..Tom & Cindy & Assoc.....Long & Foster..703-822-0207

6500 Old Carriage Dr ............$299,950...Sun 1-4..Tom & Cindy & Assoc.....Long & Foster..703-822-0207

Lorton
8960 Fascination Ct #316 .....$339,990..Sat 11-3................Shawn Evans.....Long & Foster..703-790-1990

Springfield
8707 Middleford Dr...............$724,900...Sun 1-4...........Michelle Gordon.....Long & Foster..703-489-1627

To add your Realtor-represented Open House to these weekly
listings, please call Steve Hogan at 703-778-9418 or e-mail

the info to shogan@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Tuesday at 3 P.M.

Andreotta-Urben
Engaged

M
r. and Mrs. Mark P.
Andreotta of Clifton
are pleased to an-

nounce the engagement of their
daughter Ashley Marie to Andrew
Paul Urben, son of LTC (Ret.) and
Mrs. Edward A. Urben of
Woodbridge, Va.

The bride-to-be graduated from
the University of Michigan with a
bachelor’s degree in English and
cultural anthropology and earned
a bachelor’s degree in nursing
from Marymount University. She
is currently a Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit nurse at Virginia Hospi-
tal Center in Arlington.

The future groom received his
bachelor’s degree in psychology
and human resources from James
Madison University. He is currently
employed as a contract specialist
for the federal government.

The couple is planning a June
wedding and plans to reside in
Woodbridge, Va.

Andrew Paul
Urben and

Ashley Marie
Andreotta
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Wedding

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

THIS IS “ADELLE”
Adelle is a very
cute gray tabby
who is a little shy
and needs a lot of
extra love and
attention to really
blossom. Do you
have room in your
heart for her?
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Looking for a New
Place of Worship?

Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Marshal L. Ausberry, Sr., Senior Pastor

Antioch Baptist Church
6531 Little Ox Road

Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County
Southwest…703-912-1719

Baptist
Antioch Baptist Church…

703-425-0940
Clifton Baptist Church…

703-263-1161
Community Baptist Church…

703-250-9060
Fairfax Baptist Temple…

703-323-8100
Harvest Assembly
Baptist Church…

703-799-7868
Hope Baptist Church…

703-799-5155
Jerusalem

Baptist Church…
703-278-8166

Shiloh Baptist Church…
703-550-8557

Virginia Korean
Baptist Church…

703-425-1972

Buddhist
Ekoji Buddhist Temple….

703-239-1200

Catholic
St. Clare of Assisi…

703-266-1310

St. Raymond Penafort…
703-440-0535

Church of God
Church of the Living

God of No. Va.…
703-250-7980

Congregación La Cena Del
Señor…703-550-1204

Episcopal
St. Peter’s in the Woods…

703-503-9210

Pohick Church…
703-339-6579

Jewish
Temple B’nai Shalom...

703-764-2901

Lutheran
Living Savior Lutheran
Church…703-352-1421

Methodist
Christ Church of Fairfax Station…

703-690-3401
Cranford United Methodist

Church…703-339-5382

Non-Denominational
Grace Bible Church…

703-339-7292
Gunston Bible Church…

703-339-5395
Iglesia La Gran Comision

Asambleas De Dios…
703-541-0816

New Hope Church…703-971-4673
New Jerusalem Temple

of Worship…703-593-6153
The Spirit of The Living Christ

Ministry…703-568-5647

Pentecostal
Christ Pentecostal International

Church…703-339-2119
First United Pentecostal Church…

703-339-2402

Presbyterian
Clifton Presbyterian Church…

703-830-3175
Seoul Presbyterian Church…

703-764-1310

Sikh
Sikh Foundation

of Virginia…703-323-8849

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

b

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of Christ

on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.

703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM

 Worship Service
10:30 AM

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - Realtime Service
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule

visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

News

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

O
n Christmas Day 2001,
Jay Herriot made a vow
to himself. “I spent the

holiday away from family. It was
the worst Christmas, and I vowed
to myself this would not happen
again,” Herriott said.

 The next Christmas, Herriott
went to Boston Market and pur-
chased a complete meal for eight.
He put the hot meals in the back
of his Ford Explorer and spent the
day handing out meals to home-
less people in D.C.

In 2002, he got his daughters
involved in the effort, and they
delivered 14 meals to homeless

individuals. In 2010, his family
began giving out meals on the
25th of every month, and in 2012,
the group delivered 455 home-
cooked meals to homeless living
in tents and makeshift shelters in
the woods.

They named the organization
The “25th Project,” because their
efforts were initially limited to
Thanksgiving and Christmas, and
steadily grew into a gathering of
volunteers every 25th of the
month to aid the homeless in their
community.

“After years of helping the home-
less on Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, my daughters and I started
to wonder what the homeless did
throughout the rest of the year,”
Herriott said. “During the holiday
season it is easy to give, but what
happens the other 10 months of
the year? Over time we invited
others to help out and it has just
taken off from there.”

In addition to his daughters,
Herriott enlists volunteers from
Burke Community Church and a
close-knit group of friends from
the Burke Cigar Shop.

“On Christmas Eve, my church
has a gift-wrapping party, and we’ll
wrap whatever we have, from
tents and sleeping bags to flannel
shirts,” Herriott said. “As The 25th
Project has grown, we have ex-
panded our goals and now provide
tents, batteries, sleeping bags,
tarps and other life essentials.”

This year, the grassroots organi-
zation is hosting its first charity
golf tournament on April 26, at
South Riding Golf Course, 43237
Golf View Drive from 8 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Proceeds from the tour-
nament will help raise $25,000
needed to provide permanent
housing for two individuals start-
ing in January 2014.

“In just a few weeks, we will be
playing a little golf, laughing a
whole lot and raising money to
help our homeless friends. The
purpose of this event is to help get
two of our homeless friends out
of the woods and into housing on
January 25th 2014,” Herriott said,
adding that the funds will pay
rent, utilities and some transpor-
tation costs.

“We want to help our homeless
friends get plugged back into so-
ciety where they are back to be-
ing productive members,” Herriott
said.

For more information about The
25th Project and the golf tourna-
ment, contact Mike Mears at 202-
734-1897, or visit the website at
www.the25thproject.org.

Helping Homeless ‘Close to Home’
Springfield man
launches the
25th Project
Charity Golf
Classic to benefit
homeless.

Jay Herriott with his daughters Leyanah (left) and
Marissa.
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Back row (left to right): Randi Chambers, Courtney Cox,
Brian Nguyen, Preston Taylor, Emily Kelly, Elizabeth
Carlisle, Marco Valentin, Roger Wise, Danielle Payne,
Kara Pepper. Front row: Raina Payne and Ellie Milewski.

Going ‘Into the Woods’ at Lee High
Four years of high school theater will come to an end for 11 seniors when Rob-

ert E. Lee High School presents the Steven Sondheim musical “Into the Woods,”
April 18-20;  the story centers on fairy tale characters who learn that “Happily Ever
After” isn’t necessarily as simple as it seems. All three performances will begin at 7
p.m. in the auditorium at Lee High School, 6540 Franconia Road, Springfield. Tick-
ets for “Into the Woods” are $10, $5 for senior citizens and students. Advance tickets
can be purchased at a reduced price at www.leedramaboosters.ticketleap.com.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/APRIL 18
21st Anniversary Fairfax County

Volunteer Service Awards. 8-10
a.m., at the Waterford, 6715
Commerce St., Springfield. One of
the largest community-wide
recognition events honors 154
volunteers with 400 guests expected
in attendance. $40 for individuals;
$60 for corporate guests.
www.volunteerfairfax.org.

Into The Woods. 7 p.m., in the Lee
High School Auditorium, 6540
Franconia Road, Springfield. The
Steven Sondheim musical centered
on Cinderella and other fairy tale
characters who learn that “Happily
Ever After” isn’t necessarily as simple
as it seems. $10; $5 for seniors and
students.
www.leedramaboosters.ticketleap.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 19
Into The Woods. 7 p.m., in the Lee

High School Auditorium, 6540
Franconia Road, Springfield. The
Steven Sondheim musical centered
on Cinderella and other fairy tale
characters who learn that “Happily
Ever After” isn’t necessarily as simple
as it seems. $10; $5 for seniors and
students.
www.leedramaboosters.ticketleap.com.

The Phantom Tollbooth. 7:30 p.m.,
at Mark Twain Middle School, 4900
Franconia Road, Alexandria. A play
based on the book by Norton Juster;
Milo travels through the lands of
Dictionopolis and Digitopolis to
discover whether words or numbers
are more important as he attempts to

save the Princesses Sweet Rhyme and
Pure Reason from the Land of
Ignorance. $5. sjlebowitz@fcps.edu.

SATURDAY/APRIL 20
John Marshall Library 50th

Birthday. 10 a.m.-3 p.m., at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. Music, prizes,
refreshments, Latin dance, a
commemorative ceremony and a
performance of “The Poet and the
Rent,” starting at 1:30 p.m.,

presented by the Traveling Players
Ensemble, are among the festivities
at the family friendly celebration.
Register. 703-971-0010 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library.

American Cancer Society Relay-4-
Life. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., at Nova
Medical Education Campus, 6699
Springfield Drive, Springfield. The
second annual family friendly walk
features face painting, a caricature
artist, Zumba, a basketball challenge,
a live DJ and food offerings
concurrently available with health

screenings for cholesterol, glucose
and blood pressure throughout the
day. $10. 703-822-6598 or
pmartinmattocks@nvcc.edu.

Standing Room Only. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.,
at the Vulcan Gallery, 9601 Ox Road,
Lorton. A selection of 20 artist-
customized bike seats. This show will
transform the everyday and familiar
seat into a work of art; what is
usually seen as a tool for sitting and
part of the bicycle unit will become
an object of display and will be
exhibited as such, standing on
pedestals as purely an art object.
www.workhousearts.org.

The Phantom Tollbooth. 2 p.m.,
7:30 p.m., at Mark Twain Middle
School, 4900 Franconia Road,
Alexandria. A play based on the book
by Norton Juster; Milo travels
through the lands of Dictionopolis
and Digitopolis to discover whether
words or numbers are more
important as he attempts to save the
Princesses Sweet Rhyme and Pure
Reason from the Land of Ignorance.
$5. sjlebowitz@fcps.edu.

Into The Woods. 7 p.m., in the Lee
High School Auditorium, 6540
Franconia Road, Springfield. The
Steven Sondheim musical centered
on Cinderella and other fairy tale
characters who learn that “Happily
Ever After” isn’t necessarily as simple
as it seems. $10; $5 for seniors and
students.
www.leedramaboosters.ticketleap.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 21
NTRAK display and N Gauge

Trains. 1-4 p.m., at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum, 11200
Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax. Display
of the Northern Virginia NTRAK (T-
TRAK layout). $3 for adults. $1 for
children. 703-425-9225

orwww.fairfax-station.org
The Phantom Tollbooth. 2 p.m., at

Mark Twain Middle School, 4900
Franconia Road, Alexandria. A play
based on the book by Norton Juster;
Milo travels through the lands of
Dictionopolis and Digitopolis to
discover whether words or numbers
are more important as he attempts to
save the Princesses Sweet Rhyme and
Pure Reason from the Land of
Ignorance. $5. sjlebowitz@fcps.edu.

MONDAY/APRIL 22
Kindergarten Orientation. 2-3:30

p.m., at Rolling Valley Elementary
School,  6703 Barnack Drive,
Springfield. Rising kindergarten
students and their parents are invited
to tour the school, meet the teachers,
see the classrooms and meet other
students. 703-923-2700.

TUESDAY/APRIL 23
Sam Oodle and His Sheep-TASTIC

Adventure. 5 p.m., at Gum Springs
Center, 8100 Fordson Road,
Alexandria. Springfield native Devin
Beasley will be present at his book
release. www.amazon.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 24
MOMS on the Run: Maximizing

the Early Years. 10 a.m.-11:30
a.m., at Kirkwood Presbyterian
Church, 8336 Carrleigh Pkwy.,
Springfield. Coffee, tea, homemade
treats and perspective of Speaker
Kelly White, who shares her thoughts
on “taking the hard road” in the first
years of child rearing so as to set the
foundation for an enjoyable teen-
parent relationship down the road;
childcare included. $7.
MomsOnTheRun4@gmail.com.

Calendar
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Lake Braddock Baseball
Ranked No. 2 in Region

The Lake Braddock baseball team is ranked No. 2 in
this week’s Northern Region top 10 coaches poll.

The defending state champion Bruins beat Annandale
9-3 on April 15, giving them seven consecutive victories
after a 3-2 start. Lake Braddock improved to 10-2 over-
all and 6-0 in the Patriot District. The Bruins faced T.C.
Williams on Wednesday, April 17, after The Connection’s
deadline. Lake Braddock will travel to face Lee at 6:30
p.m. on Friday, April 19.

Madison is ranked No. 1 in this week’s poll. Oakton is
ranked No. 3, followed by Robinson (4), Centreville (5),
West Potomac (6), McLean (7) and Fairfax (8). Stone
Bridge and T.C. Williams finished in a tie for the No. 9
ranking. The Liberty District has four teams in the 10,
most of any district in the region. The Concorde and
Patriot districts each have three teams ranked.

Chantilly, Yorktown, Langley, Westfield, Washington-
Lee and Herndon also received votes.

Lake Braddock Softball to
Face South County

The Lake Braddock Bruins and South County Stallions
are the top two teams in the Patriot District softball stand-
ings. Lake Braddock won the season’s first meeting and
remains in first place with an undefeated record.

Round two is approaching.
Lake Braddock will host South County at 6:30 p.m. on

Tuesday, April 23. The Bruins beat the Stallions 7-5 on April
3.

Lake Braddock defeated Annandale 19-0 on Monday,
April 15, improving the Bruins’ record to 9-0 overall and
6-0 in the Patriot District.

Lake Braddock outscored its first nine opponents 101-9,
and its last four 55-0.

The Bruins faced T.C. Williams on Wednesday, April 17,
after The Connection’s deadline. Lake Braddock will travel
to face Lee at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, April 19.

South County, which has won the last six Patriot District
championships, started 9-1. The Stallions outscored their
opponents 105-10 during their first 10 games, and 44-0

Alex Gransback and the Lake Braddock
baseball team are ranked No. 2 in this
week’s Northern Region top 10.

Sports Briefs
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during their last four.
South County faced Annandale on Wednesday, April

17, after The Connection’s deadline. The Stallions will
host T.C. Williams at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, April 19.

Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

J
im Rike became a high
school head coach at the
age of 24 when he took
over the Falls Church

boys’ soccer program. He envi-
sioned a career of considerable
length, but as it turned out, he had
no idea just how long he would
stick around.

“I figured about 20 years,” Rike
said recently, “and I’d be done.”

Rike has shown tremendous
coaching longevity since his days
with Falls Church. However, he
sold himself short with the two-
decade prediction.

Way short.

RIKE, NOW 60, is in his 37th
season as a high school head soc-
cer coach in Northern Virginia.
Rike took over the Robinson girls’
program after five seasons coach-
ing the Falls Church boys’ team,
and has spent the last 32 years
leading the Rams. Robinson has
won five state championships un-
der his watch, including the 1994
team that finished undefeated and
ranked No. 2 nationally in the
NSCAA/Umbro top 20 poll. The
Rams at one point won six con-
secutive region titles (1994-99).

“I’ve enjoyed the kids,” Rike

said, “and the experience.”
While Rike had already accom-

plished plenty, the 2013 Rams
helped him add another achieve-
ment to his resume.

Robinson defeated West Spring-
field 6-0 on April 4, giving Rike
500 career victories. The Rams
were hoping to reach the mile-
stone last season, but would have
needed a deep postseason run in
order to compile the necessary
wins. Instead, Robinson’s 2012
season ended with a loss to
Yorktown in the Northern Region
quarterfinals.

“Last year, they were aiming for
it too, and we didn’t get it so we
were really motivated to get it this
year,” senior Savannah Miller said.
“It was a really good experience.
We all stormed the field and we
could see how happy he was. It
was wonderful.”

After win No. 500, Robinson

beat South County 1-0 on April 8,
improving the Rams’ record to 5-
1-1. The following night, however,
Robinson lost its Concorde District
opener to Chantilly, 7-1.

The lopsided loss to the Charg-
ers was a reminder that the youth-
ful Rams were bound to take their
lumps.

“I really wasn’t focused as much
on [winning No. 500] as the kids
were,” Rike said. “We’ve got a re-
ally young team this year and
we’ve had peaks and valleys, as
you can see. We played so well
against West Springfield—that
was the 500th win—the kids were
all fired up. And then, against
Chantilly, it was 2-1 at half and we
got down a couple goals early and
the bottom just dropped out. You
could just see it in the kids—it was
like a deer in headlights.

“… Some of the parents came
to me and I said you guys got a

little overconfident after West
Springfield. I told you this is a re-
building year for us. We’ve got a
lot of young kids playing, we’re
starting three freshmen and there
are going to be peaks and valleys
and that was definitely a valley.

“I told the girls, you set two
records this year: we got 500, and
never in my life has a team I’ve
coached ever given up more than
three goals in a game and you gave
up seven in one game. I said that’s
quite an accomplishment.”

Robinson bounced back with a
6-0 victory against Mount Vernon
on April 12. Miller, senior Haley
Roberson, junior Alex Nagle, fresh-
men Katia Rabinowitch and Char-
lotte Hyland, and senior Annie
Goetz each scored a goal for the
Rams.

“He definitely cares about his
players,” Roberson said about
Rike. “He goes above and beyond

to make sure that if how he’s do-
ing isn’t working, he will adjust to
how a player needs to play.”

ROBINSON lost to Westfield 2-1
on Monday, April 15, dropping the
Rams’ record to 6-3-1 overall and
0-2 in the Concorde District. It
brought Rike’s career record to
502-131-55. Robinson traveled to
face Centreville on Wednesday,
April 17, after The Connection’s
deadline. Rike wrote in an email
he’s unsure how much longer he’ll
be coaching. For now, the Rams’
next opponent is Oakton, which
Robinson will travel to face at 7
p.m. on April 25.

“He’s really dedicated,” Miller
said. “He cares a lot about us. We
respect him a lot, he’s very experi-
enced [and] he knows what he’s
talking about. We look up to him
because we know he’s been
through it all.”

Robinson Coach Rike Reaches 500 Wins
60-year-old has
coached Rams
girls’ soccer for
32 years.

Robinson girls’ soccer coach Jim Rike talks to the Rams
during halftime of a 6-0 win against Mount Vernon on
Friday, April 12. Rike reached 500 career victories earlier
this season.

Robinson senior Haley Roberson scored a goal against
Mount Vernon on Friday, April 12.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
C

r
a
i
g
 
S
t
e
r
b
u
t
z
e
l
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

Burke Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service: www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Fairfax $560,000
Totally updated 4BR Colonial in sought after Kings Park
West. Remodeled kitchen with breakfast bar, fabulous family
room addition plus all essential updates....renovated baths, 2
car garage and more! Steps to community pool, schools,
metrobus, and GMU. Minutes to VRE & shopping.

Mary Hovland 703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach 571-276-9421

Dale City $288,750
Large Tazewell Model w/many recent features/upgrades...HVAC,
hardwood floors, w/w carpet, paint, tile, fence, and more!  3/4
Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Large Rec Room w/fireplace, garage, cus-
tom deck, walk-out basement, laundry chute and more!! Backs to
wooded privacy! Home Warranty included.

Steve Childress 703-981-3277

Clifton $1,272,500
Truly custom home will wow you with its soaring ceilings,
open floor plan, and curved moldings and upgrades by the
original owners! Imported limestone flooring, soaring win-
dows, coffered ceilings, impressive in every detail!  Main
level master suite, backs to Twin Lakes Golf Course.

Marsha Wolber 703-618-4397
Catie Morales  703-362-2591

Burke $599,900
Fully Remodeled! You are going to love this Stunning 4 bed-
room, 2.5 bath, 3 level home! All new Kitchen, all new
Baths, new Hardwood flooring, new Windows, Fresh Paint,
and too much more to mention! Minutes to Lake Braddock
High School, Burke VRE, Shopping, and I-495.

Diana Khoury 703-401-7549

Fairfax Station  $749,000
Stunning colonial in sought-after Crosspoint community!  A
stately brick facade welcomes you to this 4 BR, 2.5 BA home with
crisp moldings, cathedral ceilings, decorative columns & picture
windows in every room. A beautiful kitchen with breakfast room,
a sun room with walls of windows, a Lux Master Suite, the fin LL
& a spacious yard are just a few of the features that make this
home memorable. See details at www.Hermandorfer.com.

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Lake Anna $425,000
Cozy Waterfront Home! Looks as good as the day it was
built. Very close to the water, boathouse with lift, screened
in porch. Pontoon boat can convey.

Doug Hough 540-846-5844

Lake Anna $525,000
Great Waterfront Home! Cozy layout, family room with
wood burning fp, lrg screened in porch, rear deck overlook-
ing waterfront & covered front porch. Finished basement
with bedroom, full bath, rec area. Garage has large storage
area. Paved driveway, gravel walkway to waterfront w/fire
pit, boathouse w/lift, great swimming area!

Angel Hough 540-207-9963

Gainesville  $544,500
Enjoy 55+ lifestyle in Heritage Hunt with activities, fitness&
trails. 3,000 Sq Ft home backing to trees near Clubhouse.
Hardwoods, gourmet kitchen, sunroom, wrap-around deck,
fenced yard, unfinished lower level & walkout. See virtual tour
& more 55+ listings at www.marylaroche.com.

Mary LaRoche 703-919-0747

Franconia $548,750
Backs to Parkland! Beautifully maintained home with many
new features/upgrades! 3/4 bedrooms with 3 full baths. 2 car
garage + side parking. Remodeled kitchen, Poly hardwood
floors, custom deck w/stairs from French doors in LR. Patio,
sidewalk, heat pump, and fence replaced within 3 yrs.

Steve Childress 703-981-3277

Fairfax  $519,000
Newly updated “Prince” Rambler in sought-after Kings
Park West. Updated eat-in kitchen with gas cooking,
updated baths, hardwood floors, finished walkout lower
level to patio and wooded flat backyard. Freshly painted and
much more! Only blocks from Royal Lake & Lakeside Park,
plus steps to Metro bus, VRE, and shopping!

Mary Hovland 703-946-1775
Cathy Deloach 571-276-9421

Clifton $949,000
This distinctive 5 BR, 3.5 BA home is located on over 5 gorgeous
acres & is punctuated by a sparkling in-ground pool. This home
offers an abundance of striking design features such as a elegant
fireplace flanked by quarter arched windows, French doors, bay &
picture windows, decorative moldings, built-in shelving & more. The
walk-out lower lvl offers a full kitchen, recreation spaces & a guest
suite complete with a full BA. See details at www.Hermandorfer.com.

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Fairfax Station  $729,900
Open Sunday 1-4. Stunning Remodeled Home! You are going to
love this absolutely gorgeous home! Huge lot, vaulted ceilings,
2nd story overlook, 3 season sunroom, all baths remodeled, new
hardwood floors, updated kitchen, backs to woods, private
driveway, Woodson High School, and too much more to mention!

Diana Khoury 703-401-7549

Lake Anna  $779,900
Waterfront with Great Views! 4 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, boat
house with screened room, open floor plan, soaring ceilings,
huge gourmet kitchen.

Toni McQuair 703-795-2697

Bristow $279,000
Enjoy spacious family liv-
ing in this 3 fin lvl, 3 BR,
2 full & 2 half BA TH
close to all amenities and
the VRE!  Move-in ready
this home offers a central
Kitchen, separate dining
room & a sunken living
room with gas fireplace
and French doors that
open to a deck. The large
lower lvl offers walk-out
access & full windows!
On the upper level find 3
spacious BRs, large win-
dows & closets. See
details at
www.Hermandorfer.com.
Carol Hermandorfer

703-216-4949

Centreville $209,000
Lovely 2 bedroom, 2 level end unit. Living room has a wood
burning fireplace. Dining room with a pass thru to kitchen. Full
size washer and dryer. Shed. Plenty of parking for guests.

Diane Sundt 703-615-4626

Gainesville $519,000
Rare water view in 55+ active adult community, Heritage
Hunt. 3BR, 3BA single family home with master on main &
fin. LL with walkout to patio. One block to clubhouse,
activities, fitness & trails. Hardwoods, granite, office, huge
deck & quiet cul-de-sac. See virtual tour & more 55+ list-
ings at www.marylaroche.com.

Mary LaRoche 703-919-0747

Clifton  $945,000
From the moment you enter the drive the charm of this
home welcomes you in! This beautiful 4 BR, 3.5 BA colonial
is nestled on 5 acres & backs to Bull Run Marina Regional
Park. The covered front porch, warm hdwd floors, decorative
moldings, renovated kitchen, spacious room sizes, large deck
& beautiful landscaping are just a few of the features you’ll
find!  See details at www.Hermandorfer.com.

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Manassas  $374,900
3 finished levels, 4 large BR, 2.5 BA Colonial on 1+ acres.
Hardwoods on main level, updated siding/windows, large
deck, shed, finished walkout basement, 2 car garage.

Buzz Jordan 703-503-1866

Centreville  $649,900
A treasure in VA Run from marble entry to upgraded
kitchen, baths, dbl. story FR, 4FPs & part fin. LL. Deck &
gazebo surrounded by lush landscaping. Westfield HS pyra-
mid. Call Mary to view & see walk through tour at
www.CallMaryNow.com.

Mary LaRoche 703-919-0747

Fairfax $635,000
True center hall Colonial is beautifully updated and offers
both space and convenience! This wonderful floor plan fea-
tures 3 finished levels to include 5BRs, 3.5BAs, 2 FPs, mul-
tiple living-entertainment areas & walkout LL. Nice yard
backing to trees on cul-de-sac. Close to metrobus, VRE,
GMU, shopping & top rated schools!

Mary Hovland 703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach 571-276-9421
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February 2013
Sales $700,000~
$749,999

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Address .................................... BR FB HB ..... Postal City ..... Sold Price .. Type ....... Lot AC .. PostalCode ........ Subdivision .......... Date Sold

1  13400 MARBLE ROCK DR ......... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ........ CHANTILLY ....... $739,000 ... Detached ... 0.38 ........ 20151 .... POPLAR TREE ESTATES ... 02/01/13

2  12612 DUSTY WHEEL LN .......... 4 .. 4 .. 0 .......... FAIRFAX ......... $730,000 ... Detached ... 0.21 ........ 22033 .......... CENTURY OAK ......... 02/22/13

3  7811 THORNFIELD CT .............. 6 .. 4 .. 1 ... FAIRFAX STATION .. $729,900 ... Detached ... 0.22 ........ 22039 ........... BARRINGTON .......... 02/08/13

4  5495 CLONMEL CT .................. 5 .. 3 .. 1 ...... ALEXANDRIA ..... $729,000 ... Detached ... 0.18 ........ 22315 .......... KINGSTOWNE .......... 02/01/13

5  9809 KIRKTREE CT ................... 3 .. 2 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ......... $725,000 ... Detached ... 0.21 ........ 22032 ............ KIRKWOOD ............ 02/26/13

6  5649 TOWER HILL CIR ............. 4 .. 3 .. 1 ...... ALEXANDRIA ..... $714,950 ... Detached ... 0.09 ........ 22315 .......... KINGSTOWNE .......... 02/28/13

7  7908 TURTLE VALLEY DR .......... 5 .. 4 .. 0 ......... CLIFTON ........ $705,000 ... Detached ... 5.00 ........ 20124 ...... TURTLE VALLEY EST ..... 02/28/13

8  6404 DEEPWOOD FARM DR ...... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ......... CLIFTON ........ $701,100 ... Detached ... 0.22 ........ 20124 ...... DEEPWOOD FARMS ...... 02/26/13

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of March 15, 2013.

Local REAL ESTATELocal REAL ESTATE

1  13400 Marble
Rock Drive,
Chantilly —

$739,000

2  12612 Dusty
Wheel Lane,
Fairfax —
$730,000

3  7811 Thornfield
Court, Fairfax Station
— $729,900

4  5495 Clonmel
Court, Alexandria —
$714,950

7  7908 Turtle Valley Drive,
Clifton — $705,000




