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Full Disclosure?

One Step at a Time

Forms plagued by a lack of
information, absence of oversight;
redacted documents.

TC grad makes
3,600-mile run
for veterans.

By Michael Lee Pope
Gazette Packet

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet
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Team O’Toole, with Tim Dwyer, Brendan O’Toole and
Joey Dwyer, meet with former President George Bush
during a stop in Dallas.
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Alexandria resident Brendan O’Toole carries a U.S. flag
during his run through West Texas in honor of the
victims of the Boston Marathon bombing earlier this
year. The former Marine sergeant is running across the
country to raise awareness for veteran’s issues and
will be holding a fundraiser at Jack Taylor’s Alexandria
Toyota Oct. 4.

“Virginia’s
disclosure
laws are
basically a
big joke.”

Attention
Postmaster:
Time-sensitive
material.

W
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epublican Gov. Bob
McDonnell is in hot watter for taking gifts without disclosing them, and legislators are talking about increasing
disclosure requirements for family members. But here in Northern Virginia, personal financial
disclosure forms are often incomplete and inconsistent. Some
elected officials choose to disclose
a great deal of information while
others disclose very little. Fairfax
County officials have decided to THE FORMS are supposed to inredact information that’s supposed clude information about everyto be part of the public record. And thing from real estate and business
nobody is reviewing the
interests to gifts and
forms to make sure they
liabilities. That inare accurate.
cludes employers of
“During campaigns,
elected officials and
the State Board of Electheir family members.
tions reviews our camBut a request for the
paign finance forms but
public disclosure forms
the same thing does not
from the Fairfax
happen when we file
County School Board
our annual forms of fiwas returned with a
nancial interest,” said
stack of redacted docuFairfax County Board of
— Kyle Kondik, ments. The employer
Supervisors Chairman
analyst with the of one member was
Sharon Bulova. “You
University of concealed, and several
would think that sometelephone numbers
Virginia Center and addresses were
one was taking a look,
for Politics blacked out of others.
but that’s not happening. And it probably
The names of immedishould be happening.”
ate family members — required
A look at the personal financial information to be disclosed to the
disclosure forms across Northern public — was redacted from of all
Virginia reveals a hodgepodge of the documents.
disclosure, some meticulous and
“Personal information is exempt
others lacking. One of the biggest from disclosure obligations,”
disparities is in the disclosure of wrote Brandynn Reaves, public
gifts. Bulova’s form includes three information specialist with Fairfax
pages of gift disclosures, every- County Public Schools, in an email
thing from symphony tickets to response to questions about the
Chamber of Commerce dinners. See Local Elected, Page 28
Address Service Requested
To: 1604 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314

hen Brendan
O’Toole was in
high school,
he and his
friends repeatedly watched
“Forrest Gump,” with O’Toole
joking that one day he was going to recreate the film
character’s run across the country. For most young men, the
conversation would end there
but for O’Toole, a 2007 graduate of T.C. Williams, it was just
the beginning.
“It was always a joke between
me and my friends,” said
O’Toole, who joined the Marines following graduation. He
served from 2008-2012, when
he founded the nonprofit Run
for Veterans as a way to help
returning veterans cope with
health issues and the reintegration into civilian life. “It was
during my last deployment to
Afghanistan that I realized that
this could be a way for me to
help raise money and awareness for the support our veterans need. So I called my high
school friends and said ‘Let’s do
this.’”
O’Toole launched what will
ultimately be a 3,600-mile journey on Veterans Day, 2012, in
Oceanside, Calif. Eighteen pairs
of running shoes later, the
former Marine sergeant makes
his return to Alexandria this
weekend before continuing on
his run, which will end in Portland, Maine later this fall.
“I’m excited to be coming
through Alexandria,” O’Toole
said. “It’s our hometown and
there are many good friends
here who have helped with this
project.”
One of those friends is John
Taylor, O’Toole’s childhood
friend and son of Jack Taylor.
See TC Grad, Page 28

Some elected officials are meticulous in documenting events they
have attended and noting the
value while others simply leave the
form blank.
“There’s a lot of things we end
up reporting that aren’t gifts at all
— things like when you are
obliged to go to some dinner,” said
Arlington County Board member
Chris Zimmerman. “So technically,
that’s a gift. But would these
people be going to these events if
they didn’t have to? On the other
hand, a Rolex watch is a gift.”
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News Briefs

News

TC Exits State’s Priority Status
T.C. Williams High School is no longer among the lowest-performing 5 percent of Title I and Title I-eligible Virginia schools,
according to the Virginia Department of Education in a news release identifying Priority and Focus Schools for the 2013-14 school
year. T.C. Williams is one of 10 that exited Priority status.
VDOE designates the lowest-performing 5 percent of Title I
schools as Priority schools, and another 10 percent of Title I
schools are identified as Focus schools based on the achievement
of historically low-performing subgroups. Jefferson-Houston
School remains a Priority school for the second consecutive year.
John Adams and Patrick Henry Elementary schools are identified as Focus schools for the second consecutive year.
VDOE, under the two-year No Child Left Behind Act flexibility
waivers granted in 2012 by the U.S. Department of Education,
established annual measurable objectives (AMO) for reducing
proficiency gaps between students in the commonwealth’s lowest-performing and highest-performing schools. These objectives
in reading and mathematics have replaced the Adequate Yearly
Progress targets schools were previously required to meet under
the federal education law. Eight Alexandria City Public Schools
(ACPS) schools (George Washington 1 Middle School; Charles
Barrett, Douglas MacArthur, James K. Polk, Matthew Maury and
Samuel W. Tucker elementary schools; Lyles-Crouch Traditional
Academy; and Cora Kelly School for Math, Science and Technology) met all 36 Federal AMOs in both English and mathematics.
This represents an increase of two schools when compared with
last year’s results. ACPS as a division met all 18 Federal English
AMOs and 17 out of 18 Federal Mathematics AMOs.

Illustrations of four different options for the site along N. Pendleton.

Planners Explore Retail Options
Community makes
suggestions on best use
of Ken Moll property.

Attempted Abduction
On King Street
Alexandria Police are investigating an attempted abduction that
occurred on Monday, Sept. 9, at approximately 9:41 p.m., in the
2000 block of King Street. A 23-year-old female reported that a
man attempted to abduct her as she was walking home from the
King Street Metro station. The suspect approached her from behind, grabbed her, and attempted to pull her over a wall onto the
grounds of the Masonic Memorial. The victim fought off the suspect. There were no injuries. The suspect is described as a black
male, approximately 5-feet-5-inches tall. He was wearing a ball
cap, a black and white striped shirt and tan shorts. He may be a
smoker. The suspect was last seen fleeing on foot southbound
towards Duke Street. Anyone with information about this incident or who might have been in the area is asked to call Detective Amy Santiago at 703-746-6289. Witnesses can remain anonymous.

Fatal Accident on I-495
According to Virginia State Police, at 10:13 p.m. Friday, Sept.
13, a 2005 Mercedes SUV stopped on the right shoulder on I-495
east at the 173 mile marker, just east of the Eisenhower Connector Exit. A passenger, Echo D. Davis, 27, of Benson, N.C., exited
to presumably smoke a cigarette, and was seen by multiple witnesses wandering into and then running across the travel lanes.
A 2007 Subaru SUV traveling east on I-495 was unable to avoid
Davis and struck her.
Davis died at the scene. The crash remains under investigation
at this time. The state police Accident Reconstruction Team also
responded to the scene to assist with the investigation.
There was a second chain-reaction crash later that night at 11:23
p.m. involving four vehicles. Three vehicles were stopped in the
eastbound lanes due the crash ahead when a fourth eastbound
vehicle failed to stop in time for traffic and struck the third vehicle. That vehicle hit the second vehicle and that vehicle hit the
first vehicle in line. The drivers of the second and third vehicles
were transported to local hospitals for treatment of non-life threatening injuries. The driver and passenger of the fourth vehicle
both fled the scene on foot into the woods. Fairfax City Police
dispatched two tracking K9s and a helicopter to search for the
two men. The driver, a 32-year-old Springfield man, was located,
and charged with DUI and one felony count of hit-and-run.
All travel lanes re-opened by 3:15 a.m. Saturday.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

By Steve Hibbard
Gazette Packet

ity of Alexandria urban planners are exploring options for building neighborhood retail space and a park on the half-acre Ken
Moll property, which stretches along N. Pendleton
behind the U.S. Post Office between N. Henry and
N. Fayette streets in Alexandria.
About 40 people attended the Community Meeting on Neighborhood Retail sponsored by the
Braddock Implementation Advisory Group on Monday night, Sept. 16, at the Charles Houston Recreation Center. They made suggestions on the best use
for the property near the Braddock Road Metro Station. Two-thirds of the site is the post office; onethird is owned by the City of Alexandria with a developer working to create retail adjacent to a park
called the Braddock Neighborhood Park. The plans
have been brewing since 2008, with the outcome
slated for 2016.
Should it be home to a new theater? Or a shopping center with restaurants? Or a coffee shop? Or a
doctor’s office? Or a daycare or Urgent Care Center?
Faroll Hamer, director of the Department of Planning and Zoning for the City of Alexandria, said the
city did a market study and came up with three ideas
on where to build the park and retail: 1) Position
the retail building on N. Pendleton; 2) Put it on Wythe
Street in an L-shape; 3) Put it on Wythe and N. Henry.
“The city staff is working with CBRE and the post
office to come up with a scenario to redevelop that
park to be a park and mixed-use building,” said
Hamer. She said they were trying to decide which
configuration of park and building would be optimal.
The fact that N. Henry Street has huge visibility is
a good thing, said Hamer, but the traffic that speeds
by along Route 1 is not great for businesses that want
customers to stop and shop.
“I think the community would like retail that attracts other retail,” said Hamer, referring to the “cluster concept” where retail shares something in common with other retail. She said an Apple Store may
attract other like-minded retail. Or a high-end restaurant may attract another similar restaurant.

C

Members of the Braddock Implementation Advisory Group asked for input from the community and
invited two experts to speak — Melissa Webb, senior director of brokerage with The Rappaport Cos.,
and Andrew Rose, senior director with Next Realty
Mid-Atlantic, LLC.
“I feel the building should be limited,” said Webb,
due to the lack of daytime foot traffic. “There’s no
one here during the day, but it’s OK for evenings and
weekends.”
Rose warned that if there’s no daytime foot traffic,
businesses would have to rely on evenings and weekends for their business — in a finite period of time.
But he said ideally, retailers want to be able to leverage costs and have people come in at all times.
Retailers want visibility and good parking, and
40,000-square-feet of space would be the right size
for anchoring maybe two restaurants — one full-service and one fast-casual — which could make it a
“destination center,” said Webb. The space may also
be suited for a pet store, an apparel store or a soft
goods store.
Webb calls 10-year-old Slaters Lane a “retail model”
because those shops feed off each other. “I think it’s
a wonderful example; it’s more traditional of what
retail is.”
And how retail synergizes with other retail is vital
to a center’s success, according to Rose. Cars driving
in just one direction on N. Henry may present a challenge for these retailers; and just one-half a block
behind the store frontage there offers no store visibility from the street, which means shoppers would
have to hunt for the stores.
A parking lot is crucial because shoppers want to
know how to get from their cars to the store front,
said Rose. A parking lot — similar to those at Pentagon Row and Reston Town Center — is included in
the site plans. “What you really need is to have a lot
of parking and good visibility,” said Rose.
Dennis Whitestone, president of the Automotive
Service Garage that sits on N. Fayette, agreed: “If
you want retail to succeed, you’ve got to have public
parking.” His garage may be demolished in March
2014 so that the construction can begin.
Hamer said the next meeting of the Braddock
Implementation Advisory Group is in late October.
The group hopes to get more feedback from the community on what they would like for the park, retail
and streetscape. For more details on this issue, contact Nathan Imm (Planning and Zoning) at 703-7463845 and nathan.imm@alexandriava.gov & Brandi
Collins (Planning and Zoning) at 703-746-3854 and
brandi.collins@alexandriava.gov.
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Old Town $615,000

COMING SOON
George Washington Park

$929,000

305 Park Road. Enjoy Panoramic Views of the city and beyond from this
fabulous 3 bedroom, 3 bath home with 3 beautifully finished levels.
Located on a quiet street next to the Masonic Temple with award-winning
gardens, spacious room sizes, Chef’s kitchen, 2 fireplaces, 2 year-round
sun rooms and an expansive deck. Just a few blocks from King St METRO
& Old Town! Christine Garner 703-587-4855

OPEN SUNDAY
Jefferson Manor

830 Pitt Street. New
Price! Patio garden
blooming, and ready
for guests. 3 finished
levels including wood
floors, fireplace, 2
BR/2 Baths and lots
of charm. Walk to
cafés & shops.

$389,000

2714 Albemarle. Save time & money when you can park the car & walk to
Huntington Metro. Located on a quiet one-way street, you’ll love the oversized
front porch for afternoon relaxing. 3 finished levels with main level family room &
full bath. Updated kitchen & baths, newer wood floors plus neutral paint. Large
shed with electricity & skylights. Fully fenced yard & deck. Call for a private tour.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Joni Koons 703-209-7277 • Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Old Town
$1,369,000
525 Wilkes Street. One of
Old Town’s most significant
18th Century reproductions in
the desirable Southeast
Quadrant with 4/5 bedrooms,
4.5 baths, 4 finished levels
and 4 fireplaces. Gracious
room sizes with 9’+ ceilings,
exquisite mouldings, antique
wood floors and a finished
lower level with private entry,
living/dining area, bedroom,
full bath and kitchenette.

OPEN SUNDAY
Alexandria

$549,900

914 Juniper Place. Beautiful updated one-level living brick home.
3 bedrooms & 2 baths on main. Separate level 4th bedroom suite.
Large family rm with built-in cabinets. Dining room, deck, wood
flrs, fireplace, granite, storage & a large flat yard. Close to shops &
major roads. Truly a “10.”

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

Mary Smith 703-626-9207

OPEN SUNDAY
Alexandria

$895,000

301 Laverne Avenue. Del Ray! 3 Bed/ 3.5 Bath, Beautiful Single Family
Home on Corner Lot boasts large welcoming front porch, chef’s kitchen
with Viking Professional and Sub-Zero appliances, spacious bedrooms &
ample closets, gorgeous bathrooms, fabulous walk-out basement with
gas fireplace & custom built-ins. Driveway provides plenty of off-street
parking.
Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria
$855,000

DEL RAY
Alexandria

$699,900

239 Monroe Avenue. Del Ray! 3 Bed/ 2 Bath, Charming Detached
Bungalow with Soaring Ceilings features open floor plan main level,
large kitchen with granite counters & breakfast bar, spacious back
yard perfect for entertaining & driveway for convenient off-street
parking. Steps to Mount Vernon Avenue & short stroll to Braddock Road
Metro Station. Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

1643 Hunting Creek
Drive. 1 LIGHT TO D.C.!
Over 3,100 sq. ft., 4
Bedrooms, 4.5 Full
Baths, One of the
Largest Homes in Old
Town Greens and
Potomac Greens.
Lower level family
room with fireplace and
access to back patio.
Ceiling fans, built-ins ,
HUGE PRICE REDUCTION open kitchen that leads
out to an outdoor deck for grilling. Soaking tub for two in master
bedroom. 2-car remote garage. Pool and lighted tennis courts.

Gary Chute 703-371-9926

Alexandria

$799,000

3207 Old Dominion Blvd. Thoughtfully updated, beautiful
home. Handsome expanded kitchen. Window-wrapped
family room. New Baths. Spacious patio. Lovely azalea
gardens. Plus Garage. Don’t miss it!
Sue Feinthel 703-819-1964

Alexandria
$600,000
3339 Wilton Crest Court
Convenient Governors Hill.
Many options incl. 3-lvl bumpout, kitchen with granite
counters & updated appls.
Beautiful master suite with
custom tray ceiling & luxurious
master bath w/prvt water
closet, new frameless shower
& o/s garden tub. Lower lvl
features a gas fireplace &
rough-in for 2nd half bath.
New carpet & freshly painted.
Less than 1 mile to the Metro.

OPEN SUNDAY
Jefferson Park

$1,100,000

514 Fontaine Street. Spacious 4/5 bedroom, 3.5+.5 bath brick Colonial
with 4 fireplaces and a fabulous heated pool with automatic cover and
outdoor entertaining area. Spacious Great Room, 4 upper level bedrooms
including a large Master Suite with balcony and fireplace. Fully finished
lower level with access to the yard, inviting side porch and off-street
parking.
Christine Garner 703-587-4855
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Alexandria

$524,000

4801 Poplar Drive. WHAT A GEM! Everything new. NEW ROOF. NEW GARAGE &
driveway. New windows, new HVAC, new water heater, new kitchen, new baths,
new gutters and downspouts. Freshly painted. Gleaming hardwood floors. Tons of
storage. Luscious back yard/view…and front yd. Charming front porch. Stainless
appliances. Decadent soaking tub. One of the bedrooms has private access to the
deck/yard.
Julie Hall 703-786-3634

OPEN SUNDAY

Bob Bazzle
703-599-8964

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

People

Our LAST Auction
Photos by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Jay Palermino wishes Vola Lawson a happy
birthday.

Ferdinand Day and Vola Lawson listen to
remarks from MetroStage Artistic Director
Carolyn Griffin.

Oh, What a Night
ormer City Manager Vola Lawson celebrated
her 79th birthday Sept. 14 at a Living Legends of Alexandria Theater Night reception
at MetroStage.
“What a wonderful way to spend a birthday, with
so many old friends and family,” said Lawson, who
was named a Living Legend of Alexandria in 2007.
“And ‘Gee’s Bend’ was magnificent. It’s an incredible
play about strong black women of the south.”
Nearly 100 people gathered to celebrate Lawson’s
birthday, including 17 of Alexandria’s Living Legends.
Attendees enjoyed a pre-show reception before see-

F

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Vola Lawson feted at
MetroStage reception.

ing a performance of “Gee’s Bend,” a play about an
African American community in rural Alabama that
gained prominence during the Civil Rights struggle
of the ’60s.
“This is a story that needs to be told,” said Lawson,
who was a key player in Alexandria’s own Civil Rights
movement. “I am thrilled that so many people turned
out to see this play and share in celebrating my birthday. All in all it was a terrific night.”

Last chance to get
the rug of your
dreams for
pennies on
the dollar!

OLD TOWN
MASTERPIECES
Has Closed Its
Doors Forever

L
A
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I
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pm
t. 29 at 2 ch auction)
p
e
C
S
.
n
u
S
AU Sat. Sept. 28 a•t 1(Inpsmpe•ction 2 hrs. before ea
pm
t. 30 at 7
Mon. Sep

Auction Conducted by

Steven Little
Licensed #2905001774

This superb
Town Masterpieces Auction
collection is probably the Old3400
Commonwealth Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22305
largest collection of Persian
(703) 836-9020
& Oriental rugs ever
liquidated at public auction Complimentary Refreshments

Remaining
Inventory
to be SOLD at
Commonwealth Avenue
Warehouse Location

— Jeanne Theismann
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News

Mayor William D. Euille welcomes everyone to the Sept. 11 Remembrance Ceremony,
reminding everyone of the importance of the day. He subsequently introduced each
guest speaker and part of the ceremony.

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne was
the first speaker. He encouraged everyone to take
the time to visit a memorial
and to actively remember
what happened, bearing
witness to the past and
honoring those lives that
were lost.

Police Chief Earl Cook was
the second guest speaker.
He emphasized the selflessness and the sacrifice of
those lost on September
11.

Remembering 9-11
After ringing the bell, Taps
was played by Lt. Matt
Craig of the Alexandria Fire
Department. Bell ringers
included City Manager
Rashad M. Young, EMS
Supervisor Bryan Meckes,
Fire Lt. John Silverwood,
Police Officer Gustavo
Paulino and Deputy Sheriff
Toyia Brown.

Photos by
Renée Ruggles
Gazette Packet

The Alexandria Fire,
Police, and Sheriff
Joint Honor Guard
prepares to present
the colors.

Captain Don
Hayes, of the
Alexandria Police
Department,
delivers the
invocation.
EMS Supervisor Bryan
Meckes salutes after ringing the bell during the
Return to Quarters Ceremony. To his right is City
Manager Rashad M. Young.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Deputy Sheriff Toyia Brown quietly rings the bell five
times as City Manager Rashad M. Young, the first bell
ringer, watches.
Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ September 19-25, 2013 ❖ 7

News

Members of the local Daughters of the American Revolution chapters attended the
Constitution Week Proclamation ceremony on Sept. 10 in Council Chambers. Celebrating the Constitution dates back to 1956, when the DAR petitioned Congress to do so.
The aim is to get people involved in understanding, sharing, and preserving the
Constitution, as well as having events that draw in the community and encourage
children to participate.

Mayor William Euille reads the proclamation declaring
Sept. 17-23, 2013 as Constitution Week. He talked about
pillars of character, the importance of the Constitution,
and getting children involved. Euille noted that he once
attended the Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy, while he
shared the stage with some of its current 5th grade
students.

Celebrating Constitution Week

Acting ACPS Superintendent Dr. Margaret
Walsh attended the Constitution Week
Proclamation Signing. She stopped to
greet the students and talked to LylesCrouch teacher Jedd Stein. Also in attendance was Alexandria School Board Chair
Karen Graf.

Linda Greenberg, DAR Member (John Alexander Chapter),
is the chairperson of the Constitution Week event, as well
as serving as historian. She greeted the audience and
gave them an overview of the ceremony.
Photos by Renée Ruggles/
Gazette Packet

Students from Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy participated in the
ceremony. Standing in their aisle seats, they sang a version of the Preamble, arranged by their Music Teacher, Debra Lindsay.
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Mayor William Euille posed for group
photos with students from all of the
schools that attended the ceremony.

Students from Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy take the stage and
perform “The Bill of Rights Rap” led by Debra Lindsay, who also arranged the piece.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Determining How To Maintain City’s Public Art
Condition of
artworks assessed.
By Michael McMorrow
Gazette Packet

M

Diane Ruggiero

Photo contributed

any of Alexandria’s outdoor
works of art have fallen into
degrees of disrepair. During
spring of this year, a specialized contractor was engaged to determine
the condition of, and needed remedial work for, 27 such pieces.
Conservation Solutions, Inc.
(CSI), Forestville, Md., was one
of four firms provided a request
for proposals.
Setting to work immediately, its “conservation assessment report,” dated
Aug. 19, 2013, has been
delivered to the city’s Department of Recreation,
Parks & Cultural Activities’ Office of the Arts
and is being evaluated
internally. The report has
been shared with the city’s Commission for the Arts for its internal review. In a
month or two, the office will formally
present the report to the commission at a

public meeting. By that time, arrangements
will be in place inviting the public’s input
on the report, as well as on related comments and suggestions by both staffs.
CSI’s report discusses 18 public and nine
private art pieces, including sculptures,
murals, plaques, fountains and gardens. The
condition of each work is designated Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, or Deteriorated.
Separate rankings of priority are Low, Medium and High. According to Diane
Ruggiero, director of the Office of the Arts,
CSI’s report offers underpinning for development of a “master plan” to include
long-range maintenance plans
and a schedule for conservation.
Ruggiero joined the
Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural
Activities less than one
year ago. Her experience
involved work in private organizations and city government.
Ruggiero explains a basic
difference. “When working for
a nonprofit, the focus is on the
artist, and often with only a
single medium of art. With a
municipality, the focus is on the community-at-large, and all forms of artistic ex-

Dianne Ruggiero, Director, Office
of the Arts
pression are considered.” She is confident
that both avenues have prepared her for the
responsibilities found in Alexandria.
Asked about “long-range plans” for the
office, Ruggiero said the first year — and
likely several months more — is a period of
“getting to know the local lay of the land.”
Artistic resources in the community and the
desires of the whole community must be
assayed before large-scale plans can be prepared. Meanwhile, many projects begun in
the Office before her arrival must be com-

Director, Alexandria’s Office of the Arts
Education: University of North Carolina Charlotte, undergraduate degree in art history and
museum studies, graduate degree in art administration.
Experience: Administrator of several nonprofit art-oriented organizations in Asheville, N.C.;
arts and culture staff, City of Asheville, N.C.
Alexandria: Assumed present position 10
months ago.
Goal: “I want everyone in Alexandria to participate in the public arts life of the city and to tell us
how we can assist them in doing that.”
An invitation: Unknown numbers of
Alexandria’s public art works, markers, plaques,
monuments and the like have been lost, forgotten,
or ill-maintained. Any resident knowing of such
things should contact the Office to assure that every item is recorded on the inventory. Only then
can appropriate action can be considered.
Contact: www.alexandriava.gov/arts

pleted.
Ruggiero added, “My heart is on the side
of the artists, but I am not an artist. Rather,
I am a ‘middleman’ between the artist, on
one hand, and the community and city government, on the other hand.”
What is her single most important message for all Alexandrians? “The Office of the
Arts has an open door policy, and everyone
with information or with an idea for enhancing any aspect of artistic life in the city
is always welcome,” she said.
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Opinion
Addressing Virginia’s Economy
Ending gridlock in Congress and supporting
health care reform would be huge steps in
supporting economic recovery in Virginia.
he strength of Virginia’s economy, 2010, more than $17,000 from the feds per
especially Northern Virginia’s capita, and paid $2,807 per capita in federal
economy, comes significantly from income taxes. (Data from Consolidated Fedfederal spending.
eral Funds Report for Fiscal Year 2010 by state
So while the governor and other elected of- and county from the Census Bureau.)
ficials claim that Virginia’s success is
Two examples: $1.3 billion in fedbecause Virginia is a low-tax state with Editorial eral transportation money came to Virfewer regulations, it’s worth considerginia. Virginia was on the receiving end
ing that the sequester and continuing
of more than $5,000 per capita in degridlock in Congress threaten Virginia’s most fense spending.
Current Virginia elected officials have barriimportant resource, federal spending.
Virginia receives more federal money per caded the doors against expansion of an incapita than any other state except Alaska. Vir- dustry that would add more than 30,000 qualginia received $136 billion in federal funds in ity jobs in Virginia at no cost to taxpayers. The

T

expansion of Medicaid, which would provide
healthcare to as many as 400,000 Virginians
who currently cannot afford health insurance,
would give Virginia’s economy a significant
boost, and create more than 30,000 jobs. Virginia taxpayers will still pay the taxes that will
fund the expansion of Medicaid in other states
without reaping the benefits of a healthier
population and economic stimulus.
Private sector growth in Virginia depends on
its educated and sophisticated workforce, on
top school systems and universities. It depends
on reliable transportation systems and access
to high-speed Internet. And it depends on continuing to attract federal contracting dollars.
Virginia’s U.S. Senators Tim Kaine and Mark
Warner both work in the best interests of the
commonwealth when they work to promote a
culture of moderation and compromise in Congress.

A Senior’s Passion for Art and Aviation
By David Pass
SSA Friendly Visitor

n the fall of last year, I received an intriguing letter from AARP informing me of Senior Services of Alexandria’s “Friendly Visitor Program” for seniors who are housebound,
isolated with no local friends or family. Having observed how my own mother relished
company when she was in an Assisted Living
environment, I decided that volunteering my
time to help a senior citizen would be a rewarding experience. What I didn’t realize at
the time was just how rewarding this experience would become for me personally.
The program assigned me to Dick Hurley
who resides at an area Skilled Nursing Facility. Uncertain as to my role as
a “Friendly Visitor,” I soon
Senior
that my just showServices of discovered
ing interest was enough for
Alexandria Mr. Hurley, and I too fell easily into a conversation about
current events, his experience as a pilot in Vietnam, and his particular passion for planes. As
I soon learned, Mr. Hurley’s passion for and
deep knowledge of airplanes was no accident.
After serving in Vietnam, he spent 30 years as
a pilot for American Airlines. What was most
fascinating to me was that Mr. Hurley was also
an accomplished self-taught artist who not only
painted airplanes in meticulous detail, but also
illustrated historic trains, buses and trolleys.
His artwork had already been featured in several airline magazines and transportation journals. Being a native of Washington D.C., he
could identify practically every type of bus,
train and trolley that had wound its way
through the District of Columbia dating back
to the late 19th century.
This past month, Mr. Hurley, as well as other
area seniors, were invited to participate in the
“Young at Art” Art Exhibition, sponsored by
Senior Services of Alexandria and the Goodwin
House Foundation. Mr. Hurley submitted a
wonderful illustration of President Harry
Truman’s plane, the “Independence,” named

I

after Truman’s hometown
in Independence, Mo. The
bald eagle design painted
on the nose of the “Independence” was chosen personally by President
Truman. The “Independence” and its predecessor
David Pass
the “Sacred Cow” which
Truman used for 2 years
after President Roosevelt died, were the first
planes to be officially designated as “Air Force
One.” Both planes had distinctive histories.
President Truman signed the National Security Act of 1947 creating the U.S. Air Force on
the “Sacred Cow” and later flew to Wake Island on the “Independence” to discuss Phase
II of the Korean War with Douglas MacArthur.
As I learned from Dick Hurley, every plane,
trolley, train or bus has its own unique history
and personality. The same is true of seniors.
Everyone has a special story to tell and as you
get older, it’s more important than ever to share
that story. By listening to Mr. Hurley’s story
and sharing common interests, I’ve had the
good fortune of forming what I hope is a lasting friendship.
If you’re young or old and interested in be-

To the Editor:
I thought I should add some information that
I have discovered in my battle to get the street
lights on in Alexandria. This has been a project
of mine for at least the last five years so it is
not a new problem, just a problem that is getting much worse.
This summer, a Dominion Virginia Electric
employee mentioned to me that there are thousands of street lights out in Alexandria. Dominion Virginia Electric knows of the outages
but these are not a priority.
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President Harry Truman’s airplane,
named the “Independence.”
coming a “Friendly Visitor,” you too may contact Senior Services of Alexandria by calling
703-836-4414, ext. 20 or email friendly
visitor@seniorservicesalex.org. And, if you’re
interested in viewing stimulating and refreshing art, visit the “Young at Art” Exhibit at the
Durant Art Center on 1605 Cameron Street in
Alexandria. This is a juried exhibition where
judges will vote on the best paintings and illustrations. My vote is for Mr. Hurley and the
“Independence,” but I admit, I may be a little
biased. The exhibition will remain at the
Durant Center until January 22, 2014.

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411
asmith@connectionnewspapers.com
Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com
Publisher
Jerry Vernon
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com
Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm
703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm
Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly
Production Manager:
Jean Card
Geovani Flores
Editor Emeritus:
Mary Anne Weber

Letters to the Editor

More on Street
Light Issue

Alexandria

Gazette Packet

(Just an aside, they have hired contractors
to install the new meters at each of our homes.)
City personnel also mentioned to me that
they are unable to get action from Dominion
Virginia Electric on this issue. So, I did just a
little research and found the State Corporation Commission, which oversees utility companies in the state. I placed a request/complaint with this entity. This seems to have had
some impact. During my last call to Dominion
Virginia Electric the call taker mentioned she
could see that I had contacted The State Corporation Commission. I assured her that I had.
My request repair was handled in record time.
I am able to get the pole number/address if
See Letters, Page 11
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Opinion

Never Forget
Sept. 20 is POW/MIA
Recognition Day
By Jim Glassman
Vietnam veteran and Commander, American
Legion Post 24

hose who have served and those currently
serving in the armed forces of the United
States are ever mindful that the sweetness
of enduring peace has always been tainted by the
bitterness of personal sacrifice. We are compelled to
never forget that while we enjoy our daily pleasures,
there are others who have endured and may still be
enduring the agonies of pain, deprivation and imprisonment.
Friday, Sept. 20, is designated as POW/MIA Recognition Day, a day to remember the service and suffering of American prisoners of war, those still missing in action and their families from all wars and
conflicts involving the United States. It is a day to
honor them and to reaffirm our country’s commitment for a full accounting of their fate.
According to statistics from the Department of
Defense Prisoner of War-Missing in Action Office,
there are over 83,000 Americans missing in action.
This includes 73,681 from World War II; 7,947 from
the Korean War; 126 during the Cold War; 1,657 from
the Vietnam War; and six from Iraq and other conflicts.
The POW/MIA issue is of paramount concern to
The American Legion. The American Legion is com-

T

mitted to achieving a full
accounting of all POW/
MIAs. This means returning
living POWs, the repatriation of their remains, or
finding convincing evidence
why neither of these is possible.
The Alexandria Post 24
American Legion Family remembers the loss of our
comrades by placing a
Post 24 ComPOW/MIA table in our post
mander Jim
home and by having a
Glassman
POW/MIA Empty Chair at
all of our official meetings
as a physical symbol of our comrades who are not
here with us. We do this to remember them and as a
way of saying they will never be forgotten.
You will see many POW/MIA flags flying on this
day in communities across America. America must
remember and continue to seek closure for those
listed as missing. America must never forget those
who answered the call to fight for justice, freedom
and democracy.
I hope that everyone who reads this will pause on
Friday and say a prayer not only for those still unaccounted for, but also for their families, who live in
hope of someday knowing the fate of their loved ones.
We must always be mindful and, as a nation, we must
never forget them.
Our missing comrades will never be forgotten as
long as there are those who keep their memories
alive.

Letters to the Editor
From Page 10
it is some place I walk and have
a means to record the information.
As I have explained to the Dominion Virginia Electric call taker, it is
unreasonable to ask me to stop at
every street light pole that is out
to get a pole number/address, besides the fact that some of the
poles are in front of empty lots
without a visible address. They
will take a general location.
For those who want to fight this
battle, place a complaint at The
State Corporation Commission
website. I am hoping that with
more complaints they will get Dominion Virginia Electric moving to
get our street lights working. I
hope our city government will also
place a request/complaint with
this entity.
Dominion Virginia Electric
Dominion Virginia Power & Dominion North Carolina Power
1-866-DOM-HELP (1-866-3664357)
https://www.dom.com/dominion-virginia-power/customer-service/power-outages/report-astreetlight-outage.jsp
and
The State Corporation Commission over sees the utilities in Virginia. Here is the link to its website
where you can file complaints:
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

http://www.scc.virginia.gov/pue/
complaint.aspx
Carolyn Griglione
Alexandria

Increase
Security
To the Editor:
The latest shooting incident at
the Navy Yard certainly bodes for
some introspection on how to secure our numerous office buildings
in Alexandria.
Some of our buildings are occupied by government agencies, thus
they are reasonably secure and
most likely have evacuation plans
in place in the event a “shooter”
comes into their space. However,
the preponderance of our office
buildings in Alexandria have no
security or evacuation plans.
My office happens to be on the
top floor (6th) of a large office
building. I would like to know
from my management how they
would secure the building if a
“shooter” decided to invade my
turf. As a minimum I would like
to know how the elevators could
be shut down and the stairwells
closed so that the chances of survival would be greatly increased.

The City Council should amend
the building code ordinance to direct that all office buildings in the
city have a security plan in place
that insures that their tenants can
be safe if they face the same situation as those individuals did at the
Navy Yard.

The Shops
of Fox Chase

Townsend A. Van Fleet
Alexandria

City Needs
Ward System
To the Editor:
Thanks to the Gazette, it’s now
clear that one of my long held assumptions is backwards. Dutiful
civic teachers etched it in my consciousness many years ago when I
was a schoolboy. They taught me
government employees are public
servants.
Four separate articles in last
week’s Gazette revealed my neighbors and I are not being served;
we are being ruled, and disdainfully too.
1. On page 1, city attorney
James Banks defends using novel
legal concepts to snatch private
property owned by the Old Dominion Boat House. If he doesn’t suc
See Letters, Page 12

Everything
You Need in
One Convenient
Place
Duke Street,
just west of Jordan Street in Alexandria
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Request for Proposals No. 00000375,
Chinquapin Park Swim Center –
Feasibility Study
RFP Closing Date & Time: October 11, 2013 at 4 pm, prevailing local time.
Voluntary Site Visit: September 18, 2013 at 2 pm, prevailing
local time at Chinquapin Park, 3210 King Street, Alexandria
VA 22314.
For general inquiries contact Elaine Johnson, Admin. Support
at 703-746-3925.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informalities or irregularities in procedure.
THE CITY REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS.

‘Fill the Boot’
Members of the Alexandria Fire Department collect donations to “fill the boot” on
Union Street on Sept. 1, helping in the fight against muscular dystrophy. For the
past 10 years, the city’s firefighters have raised $10,000-$25,000 for the Greater
Washington Muscular Dystrophy Association.

Letters to the Editor

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
2013 PERSONAL AND
BUSINESS PROPERTY TAXES
ARE DUE OCTOBER 7, 2013
Personal property taxes, decal fees and residential parking fees, if
applicable, must be paid no later than October 7, 2013, to avoid late
payment penalty and interest. Business property taxes must also be
paid by October 7, 2013. Please see the City’s website at
alexandriava.gov/finance for more information.
A City license decal and residential parking decal, if applicable, were
mailed with the personal property tax bills to most residents. The City
license decal should be removed from the back of the bill and applied
inside the front windshield next to the vehicle inspection decal. The
residential parking decal should be applied to the driver’s side
rear bumper.
Pay by credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at
alexandriava.gov/payments, in person at City Hall or at any SunTrust
Bank Branch located in the City. Personal property tax payments can
also be mailed to City of Alexandria, PO Box 34710, Alexandria, VA
22334-0710. Business property tax payments can be mailed to City
of Alexandria, PO Box 34901, Alexandria, VA 22334-0901. Payments
can also be made with cash only at approximately 70 Global Express
Cash Payment Centers conveniently located throughout Northern
Virginia. For a complete list of the available cash payment centers,
including Shoppers Food and Pharmacy Stores, please visit the City’s
website at alexandriava.gov/payments.
For vehicle assessment questions or to receive a tax bill, please email
vehicletax@alexandriava.gov or call Personal Property at
703.746.3901, option 4. For business assessment questions or to
receive a tax bill, please email businesstax@alexandriava.gov or call
Business Tax at 703.746.3903, option 2. For payment questions,
please email payments@alexandriava.gov or call the Treasury
Division at 703.746.3902, option 8.
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From Page 11
ceed, then he’ll use eminent domain to take this property.
2. On page 20, his deputy Chris
Spera smugly proclaiming satisfaction that residents were justifiably
denied service when they sought
redress from the city planning
staff. They stupidly failed to realize, regardless how extraordinary
the circumstance, planning personnel work only during published
business hours.
3. On page 3, the city transportation director Rich Baier making
clear that residents were foolishly
calling his office to report burned
out lights illuminating city streets
implying anyone in their right
mind knows you’re supposed to
call the power company.
4. On page 3, our Forever Mayor
extolling his recent trip to Taiwan
saying he found the island nation
so clean and charming he didn’t
want to come back to Alexandria.
To the foregoing, I add a personal experience. Several weeks
ago, I asked a city council member (who shall remain nameless)
what were the main cost drivers
compelling higher fees and higher
taxes to be imposed on people who
work, visit or reside here. The
council member had no clue.
My guess for this manifest disdain exhibited by our pretendpublic servants for the hands that
feed them: The Alexandria CCDP
(Central Committee of the Democratic Party).

The CCDP picked our rulers in
their primary that, in a town of
mostly Democrats, makes the general election a waste of time. The
CCDP selectees, once in office, in
turn hired the pretend-public servants; the public can only pay and
obey.
Time, say I, for a ward system
allowing neighbors to elect neighbors to represent them. Power to
the people.
Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

Politics
Matters
To the Editor:
If 2013 is like the last Virginia
gubernatorial election, there is a
high risk that nearly two of three
eligible voters will not vote. Yet
elections matter, and they matter
because politicians make decisions
on issues that affect us all. In the
interest of stronger voter turnout,
here are five major issues on which
our Commonwealth’s gubernatorial candidates, Terry McAuliffe
and Ken Cuccinelli, would lead
Virginians down sharply divergent
paths.
Gun control: McAuliffe supports
universal background checks on
all gun purchases. Cuccinelli opposes universal background
checks.
Health care: McAuliffe supports

the Affordable Care Act, including
Medicaid expansion that would
provide health coverage for an estimated 400,000 Virginians, and
jobs for 40,000 health care workers. Cuccinelli opposes the Affordable Care Act, and has fought to
prevent its implementation in Virginia.
Women’s rights: McAuliffe supports women’s right to choose, and
funding for Planned Parenthood
and women’s health care clinics.
Cuccinelli seeks to ban abortion
(including in cases of rape and incest), defund Planned Parenthood,
and has co-sponsored legislation
that would criminalize common
forms of birth control.
LGBT rights: McAuliffe supports
marriage equality while Cuccinelli
opposes it. Cuccinelli has also advocated
keeping
laws
criminalizing sodomy on the
books.
Voting rights: McAuliffe seeks to
protect the right to vote and encourage its practice.
Cuccinelli calls for requiring voters to show ID, knowing full well
that such a rule would prevent
more poor and young Virginians
from voting.
Politics matters for these five
reasons and so many more. Will
you vote on Nov. 5?
Paul Lachelier
The writer is an educator, and lives
in the Rosemont neighborhood. He can
be reached at paul@letlearninglive.org.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Obituary
Catharine Delaney Garber
atharine
Delaney
Garber, a
native of Alexandria, died at home
on Friday, Sept. 6,
surrounded by her
family. Mrs. Garber
was born in her
family’s
home
across from Christ
Church in Old
Town in 1913. She Garber
was delivered by
her father Dr . Martin D. Delaney, Sr., a prominent Alexandria doctor and surgeon for
the railroads. Her mother was
Catharine O’Donoghue Delaney,
an Alexandria businesswoman.
Mrs. Garber loved telling stories
about the Alexandria history she
had witnessed in her 100 years. As
a child, she and her brothers —
Martin, Paul and Morgan Delaney
— walked up Shooter’s Hill to play
before the Masonic Temple was
built.
For over 60 years, she ran one
of Alexandria’s few woman-owned
businesses, Delaney Realty. She
was baptized in St Mary’s Catholic Church and remained an active

C

member until her
death. When her
children attended
St Mary’s School,
she painted murals
for the teachers
and was responsible for starting
the first St. Mary’s
Fair.
Mrs. Garber was
very proud of her
strong connection
to the U.S. fight for
independence. Her
forebears included Commodore
John Barry, father of the American
Navy and a leading Irish-American
officer in the American Revolution.
Mrs.
Garber
attended
Georgetown Visitation Junior College and Corcoran School of Art
and was a talented water colorist.
An avid equestrian, she rode most
of the Washington area's pre-automobile era trails, including in
Rock Creek Park. She also loved
golf and fishing.
Mrs. Garber is survived by her
two daughters, Catherine Webster
and Margaret Bourjaily, her seven
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.

Alexandria Top-Drawer Remodel! $629,900
Gorgeous 3 BR, 3.5 bath
garage townhome nestled in
a lovely courtyard setting
just steps from shops, cafés
& transportation. Enjoy 3
above-ground levels, 1,894
square feet of space, spectacular foyer entry with loft
overlook, remodeled kitchen
and baths, elegant fireplace,
master retreat with “jawJUST LISTED
dropping” spa-like bath plus
a 2nd master with bath en suite, a 3rd floor loft, newer systems and a
fabulous private rear garden oasis just perfect for dining al fresco.
2714 Kenwood Avenue.
4
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Dave Lloyd & Associates
703-593-3204
www.davelloyd.net
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Bulletin
Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday by noon. Photos welcome.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 21
Training Session. 10-11:30 a.m. in
the Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 N. Union St. #327. Transcribe
pieces of a diary from the Civil War.
Free, but reservations required,
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or
703-746-4719.
YoKid Yoga Challenge. 2-5 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Rec Center, 2701
Commonwealth Ave. Children and
families can participate in yoga
poses, healthy eating activities and
more. No yoga experience necessary.
Free, and the first 200 registrants
will receive a free yoga mat. Visit
www.yokid.org for more.
Tag Day. T.C. Williams High School
students will go door-to-door seeking
donations for the band program.
Donations this year will help send the
Marching Tigers to the Sugar Bowl in
New Orleans in January. If no one is
home, a tag will be left with
information on how to donate to the
program.
Bishop Ireton Varsity
Cheerleading Clinic. Girls in
grades 1st - 8th grades will learn
cheerleading and perform in a real
football game with Bishop Ireton
varsity nationally ranked
cheerleaders. 9 a.m.-3p.m. at Bishop
Ireton High School gym, 201
Cambridge Road. Game starts at 2
p.m. $50 registration fee includes tshirt, pizza lunch and performance at
game. For more information and to
register contact
bicheerclinic@hotmail.com.
Potomac Yard Development
Update. 8-10 a.m. at Pulte Homes

See Bulletin Board, Page 32

40th Anniversary Sale!
We’re Celebrating 40 Years as a
Family-Owned business in Fairfax!

Japanese Maples
%

35

Free Estimates!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining
30% OFF
Walls, Landscaping
Over 200 Varieties
and So Much More!
Off All Pottery
25% Off 50-65%
65% off plastic pots
**

Any Plant*

*With this
this ad.
ad. Not
Not valid
valid w/other
w/other
*With
offers.
offers. Expires
Expires 10/15/13.
10/15/13.

Buy 2 pots,
get one free*

*of
*of equal
equal or
or lesser
lesser value
value
With this ad. Not valid w/other offers. Expires 10/15/13.

Mums & Fall
Pansies 97¢ Flowers
Are Here in
Reg. $1.89

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

Gorgeous Colors!

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Follow
us:

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

703-573-5025
Open 7 days a week
Visit our new Web site:

➠www.cravensnursery.com
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Entertainment

Photos by Chris Banks

Anthony Manough as Macon and Roz White as Sadie in the MetroStage
production of “Gee’s Bend.”

A Stitch in Time
Powerful “Gee’s Bend” debuts at MetroStage.
By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

t’s officially known as Boykin, Ala.,
with a population of 275. But the
former slave plantation on the banks
of the Alabama River gained prominence as Gee’s Bend, an isolated African
American community known for the role
its folk art quilts played in the struggle for
Civil Rights.
Making its Washington area debut at
MetroStage is the powerful “Gee’s Bend,”
Elizabeth Gregory Wilder’s story of the
quilters of Gee’s Bend and their determination to overcome crippling poverty and

I

racism.
Commissioned by the Alabama
Shakespeare Festival in 2006, the story begins in 1939, when the families of Gee’s
Bend become landowners, and follows the
central character of Sadie Pettway through
the trials of marriage and racial indignities.
Together with her mother Alice and sister
Nella, Sadie perseveres, inspired by a visit
from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1965 and
the discovery of her quilts by a local minister.
“Dr. King gave the sermon of a lifetime in
Gee’s Bend,” said Arlie Schardt, a Time
Magazine reporter who traveled throughout the south with King and attended the

Walters’ discovery of the
quilts transformed the lives
of the women of Gee’s Bend,
as adeptly chronicled in
Wilder’s script, directed at
MetroStage by Thomas Jones
and starring Roz White as
Sadie, Margo Moorer as
Nella, and Duyen Washington in the dual role of Sadie’s
mother Alice and later as
Sadie’s daughter Asia.
Rounding out the cast is Anthony Manough as Macon,
Sadie’s husband.
Betsy Muller’s rustic setting reflects the artistry of the
quilts and costumes by
Janine Sunday define the
ages of the characters over
the years. But it’s the hauntingly beautiful score of gospel melodies under the direction of William Hubbard and
William Knowles that makes
this production soar.
As Sadie, White anchors
the incomparable cast and
transitions beautifully from
Roz White (Sadie), Margo Moorer (Nella) and
young naïf to long-suffering
Duyen Washington (Alice).
wife to bloodied participant
in the March on Selma.
Sept. 15 performance at MetroStage. “It was Moorer is sassy as sister Nella, reprising her
a horribly stormy night and with the roads dynamic performance from the original prowashed out, he knew the Klan was waiting duction. Washington and Manough comfor him. But he went anyway and infused plete the tour de force ensemble that pays
everyone with courage, dignity and hope homage to the resilience of the African
in what was the most inspiring talk we ever American spirit in times of struggle.
heard him give.”
“This is a magnificent play,” Schardt said.
Also in attendance was Peggy Treadwell, “It captured a rare moment in the Civil
cousin of Francis X. Walter, the Episcopa- Rights movement that got little coverage at
lian priest who founded the quilting co-op the time. It was a thrill to see it.”
Today, the quilts crafted in Gee’s Bend
to help foster economic independence for
the women of Gee’s Bend.
command high prices and line the walls of
“Francis was the rector of a black church museums. They can also be seen in the
near Gee’s Bend and saw these incredible MetroStage production that brilliantly
quilts hanging on a line,” Treadwell said. stitches together a powerful story of tri“But when he approached the house to ask umph.
about them, everyone scattered into the
“Gee’s Bend” plays through Nov. 3 at
woods because they were so afraid of a
white man. But Francis sat there and MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St., Alexandria.
waited, literally for hours, he was so intent For tickets or more information, call 703-5489044 or visit www.metrostage.org.
on learning more about the quilts.”

Calendar
E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, Sept. 29,
see “In the Flesh 4” at the Target
Gallery in the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St. The exhibit
examines contemporary figurative
art. Free. Visit www.torpedo
factory.org/target.
Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, Oct. 6,
see “Voyage in Tangible Space” by
Mei Mei Chang at the Schlesinger
Center Margaret W. & Joseph L.
Fisher Gallery, 3001 N. Beauregard
St. It is a mixed media exhibit. Free.
Visit www.nvcc.edu/schlesinger
center/gallery.html for more
information.
Art Exhibit. See “Collaborations”
through Oct. 20 at Potomac Fiber

Arts Gallery in Studio 18 of the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St. Artists share inspirations to
create pieces combining the input of
two or more artists. It is open from
10 a.m.-6 p.m. everyday except on
Thursdays when it is open from 10
a.m.-9 p.m. Visit www.potomac
fiberartsgallery.com for more.
Art Exhibit. See “Deep, Full, and Not
Quite Real” at The Athenaeum
Gallery, 201 Prince St., through Oct.
20. Features four artists exploring
concepts of depth and threedimensionality. Visit http://
www.nvfaa.org/ for more.
Distillery Open. George Washington’s
Distillery and Gristmill open through
Oct. 1. $17/adult, $8/child, 5 and
under are free.
Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions to
hone figure drawing skills. Drop-in
with your supplies to draw our live
models. Fee: $8-12. View the
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calendar at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.
The West End Farmers Market will
run Sundays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
through November. Located at Ben
Brenman Park, browse food, crafts
and more. Visit
www.westendfarmersmarket.org.
The Marshall House Incident
Exhibition. Through 2013 at Fort
Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock
Road . The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
and Sunday, noon-5 p.m. Visit
www.fortwaRoad.org or call 703746-4848.
Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union Street.
Photographers and enthusiasts of all
skill levels are invited to share work,
ideas, and questions at this free
workshop held on the last Sunday of
each month, except December. No
reservations. Call 703-683-2205.

Computer Tutoring. At the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Individual assistance from a
librarian. Call 703-746-1751.
Mobile Market. Thursdays through
October, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the
Landmark Mall parking lot on the
Duke Street side. The Arcadia Center
for Sustainable Food and Agriculture
Mobile Market is a refurbished school
bus offering produce, meat, eggs and
more from small farmers and food
artisans within 100 miles of the area.
EBT cards and WIC and Senior FMNP
vouchers accepted. Visit
arcadiafood.org.
Encore Chorale. Mondays 10:30 a.m.noon at the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Dr. Register now for Encore
Chorale’s fall season. The group of
singers, ages 55 and up, practice
classical and holiday songs to prepare
for December performances. $150
tuition. Visit encorecreativity.org or

call 301-261-5747.
African American Activists
Exhibition. Through Saturday, Jan.
4, 2014, Living Legends of
Alexandria is an ongoing photodocumentary project created in 2006
by artist-photographer Nina Tisara to
identify, honor and chronicle people
making current history in Alexandria.
This free exhibit is at the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 601 Wythe
St. The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Visit www.alexblackhistory.org or
call 703-746-4356.
Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington St.,
through Sunday, March 23, 2014.
This exhibit traces life in Alexandria
following Virginia’s decision to
secede from the Union in May 1861.
The Lyceum is open Monday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Suggested
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment
admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.
Metro Club After-School Program.
From Sept. 9-June 2014, the
Metropolitan School of Arts presents
an after-school program for grades 16. The program is located at both the
Lorton studio at Workhouse Arts
Center, 9517 Workhouse Way and in
Alexandria at 5775 Barclay Drive.
Programs will focus on the arts,
including music, dance, theatre, yoga
and academics, as well as designated
homework time. The program will
run Mondays, 1-6 p.m., and TuesdayFriday, 3-6 p.m. Tuition runs from
$130-150. Call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.
Art Exhibit. See the second Front
Porch Installation by Ned Egan. “Leci
n’est pas une Magrite” is on display
at 18 W. Linden St.

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Fall Theater Classes. Children ages
6-7 can enjoy a theater class and
pretend to be all sorts of characters
on Mondays, starting Sept. 16, 4:305:30 p.m. at The Little Theatre of
Alexandria. $135 for the 8-week
class. Register at
www.thelittletheatre.com or 703683-5778 ext. 2. Classes available for
all ages and days.
Learn How to Make Pasta.
Saturday, Sept. 21 at 11 a.m. at
Osteria Marzano, 6361 Walker Lane.
Learn how to make the dishes with
Chef Carmine Marzano and then dine
on the food you’ve made. $85/
person. RSVP with name, number of
participants, and contact info to
info@osteriamarzano.com.
Learn How to Make Sicilian Food.
Saturday, Oct. 12 at 11 a.m. at
Osteria Marzano, 6361 Walker Lane.
Learn how to make the dishes with
Chef Carmine Marzano and then dine
on the food you’ve made. $85/
person. RSVP with name, number of
participants, and contact info to
info@osteriamarzano.com.
Registration Still Open. The Art
League School has openings in more
than 200 classes and 50 workshops,
from painting, jewelry, photography
and more. Visit
www.theartleague.org to register.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 19
Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.
Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.
Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703746-1702 ext. 5.
International Talk Like a Pirate
Day Movie Feature. 1 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Enjoy
two classic swashbuckling movies.
Free. Call for titles. 703-746-1702
ext. 5.
Yappy Hour. 5:30 p.m. Artfully
Chocolate, 506 John Carlye Street.
Artfully Chocolate has teamed up
with pet care company Paw’k Ave to
create happy hours with a twist. Call
703-575-8686 or visit www.pawkave.com.
Paws to Read. 5:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children in
grades 1-6 can read to friendly dogs.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
x5.
Film Series. 6 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road. Call
for title. Free. 703-746-1704.
Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 3-7 can come dressed
in their favorite outfit/pajamas and
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.
Great Books Discussion Group. 7
p.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Call for title. Free. 703-746-1702.
Brewing History: Beer Tasting &
Dinner Menu. Enjoy dinner and a
private Mansion tour at Mount
Vernon Estate. There will be four
courses paired with beer. $95/
person. Tickets available at
mountvernon.org.
Film. 7:30 p.m. at Lloyd House, 220 N.
Washington St. Watch an
independent film about Captain John
Singleton Mosby’s combat operations
in Fairfax County. Free. Call 703746-4554 or visit
www.historicalexandria.org.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 20
Friday Affair Market. Noon-4 p.m. at
historic Hollin Hall, 1909 Windmill
Lane. Purchase baked goods, treats,
flowers and crafts from local vendors.
Held the first and third Fridays of
every month through December. Call
202-256-5332.
Alexandria Poetry Slam. 7 p.m. at
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. At 7
p.m., Tony Greenberg will perform
with poetry at 8 p.m. with Shelly
Bell. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org or
703-548-0035.
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Joe Sample & The
Creole Joe Band will perform. Visit
www.birchmere.com for tickets.
Community Dance and Music.
7:30-9:30 p.m. at Hollin Hall Senior
Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road.
Enjoy live music, dancing and
refreshments. $4/door. 703-7654573.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 20-22
Old Town Boutique District
Scavenger Hunt. Visit all of the
Old Town Boutique District stores
and get your passport stamped to
receive a swag bag and chance to win
big prizes. Return the fully stamped
card to Periwinkle. Visit
oldtownboutiquedistrict.com to
download the passport.

Baseball League players and
volunteers. Registration is open for
children and adults who want to play
a less intense game and want to learn
new skills and have fun. Visit
www.miracleleagueofalexandria.com
or 703-746-5402.
Theater Performance. 2 p.m. at Olde
Towne Theatre, 815 King St. See a
performance of “The Big Meow,”
adapted from the book by Elizabeth
Spires. $10-$20/person. Visit
www.oldtowntheater1914.com or
703-544-5315.
Sketching Skills Series. 2-3:30 p.m.
at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Participants age 15
and older can learn how to add
sketches to their nature journal. $6/
person. Register online a
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes and search for keyword
Sketches.
Princess Story Time Tea. 2-4 p.m. at
The Grill at Morrison House, 116 S.
Alfred St. Children can play dress up
and enjoy an activity. Children can
enjoy a pot of hot chocolate,
sandwiches and more. There is an
adult menu available, which includes
scones, tea, smoked salmon and
more. Reservations are required. $38
for adults and $28 for children. To
book, guests can call 703-838-8000
or e-mail
storytime@morrisonhouse.com.
Civil War 150th Anniversary
Concert. 3 p.m. at Fort Ward Park,
4301 W. Braddock Road. There will
be music by Federal City Brass Band,
who will perform in period dress and
play instruments of the period. Free.
703-746-4848.
Celebrate the Groveton
Community. 4-6 p.m. at Historic
Huntley, 6918 Harrison Lane. Meet
neighbors, share memories and meet
Charlotte Brown, author of
“Groveton.” Free. Visit
www.historichuntley.org or 703-7682525.
Music Performance. 7 p.m. at
Empire, 6355 Rolling Road. Fuse
Box, an Alexandria band will
perform. All ages. $10/advance; $15/
door. Visit https://
www.facebook.com/events/
217029268462845/ for more.

Celebrating 30 Years
in Old Town
Anniversary Specials
Soft Shell Crabs • Bouillabaisse
Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
Coq au vin • Cold Soup Trio
Chef Specials • Cold Salmon
Platter • Stuffed Avocado
with Crab

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983
127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

SATURDAY/SEPT. 21
Beatley Open House. All day at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Enjoy
music, face painting, book swaps and
more. Free. 703-746-1702.
Lil’ Pals Pet Photography. 10 a.m.
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
$10/sitting fee will benefit the
Friends of Beatley Library. Portrait
session will take place in a climate
controlled studio. 703-746-1702.
Art and Craft Fair. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
St. James’ Episcopal Church of Mount
Vernon, 5614 Old Mill Road. Local
artists will sell a variety of
handcrafted items including musical
instruments, jewelry, paintings and
more. Lunch and baked goods will be
sold.
Carlyle House Fashion Show. 10:30
a.m.-noon at Carlyle House Historic
Park, 121 N. Fairfax St. A livinghistory interpreter will describe the
various styles and types of clothing of
the 18th and 19th centuries as they
come down the runway. Enjoy a tour
of the house after the show. $10/
adult; $5/child age 5-12.
Reservations recommended. Visit
www.carlylehouse.org or 703-5492297.
Vermicomposting at Home. 11 a.m.
at Barrett Library, 717 Queen St.
Learn about the benefits of
vermicomposting and vermiculture at
home. Free. 703-746-1703.
Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703746-1702.
Opening Day Ceremony. 1 p.m. at
Kelley Cares Miracle Field at Lee
Center, 1108 Jefferson St. The
ceremony will honor the Miracle

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 21-22
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Richard Thompson performs. $39.50.
Call 703-549-7500 or visit
www.birchmere.com.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 22
Beatley Open House. All day at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Enjoy
music, face painting, book swaps and
more. Free. 703-746-1702.
American Doll Tea. 11 a.m. or 3 p.m.
at Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Bring doll and enjoy a tour of the
museum and then food and tea. For
the young and the young at heart.
$15/person. Reservations required,
703-549-2997.
Children Arts Workshop. 1-3 p.m. at
The Athaneum, 201 Prince St.
Children age 6 and up can learn
about 3-D drawing. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or 703-548-0035.
Sketching Skills Series. 2-3:30 p.m.
at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Children ages 9-13
can learn how to add sketches to
their nature journal. $6/person.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes and search for keyword
Sketches.
Rhythms and Roots W. African
Festival. 2-5 p.m. at Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill
Lane. Enjoy dancing, food, stories
and more. $15. 202-695-6651.
“Cherry Blossom” Party and
Cruise. 5-8 p.m. Hosted by Old

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week
Bradlee
Belle View
3690J King Street
1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600
571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com
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Entertainment

Mean Girls
“The Children’s
Hour” at Port City
Playhouse.
Photo by Michael deBlois

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

n 1809, a girls’ boarding school opened
in Edinburgh, Scotland, closing a few
months later amid rumors involving
two of its teachers. The decades-long lawsuit that followed was the inspiration for
playwright Lillian Hellman, who more than
a century later penned the critically acclaimed “The Children’s Hour,” now playing at Port City Playhouse.
Making its Broadway debut in 1934,
Hellman’s play takes place in then present
day Massachusetts, where two women,
Karen Wright and Martha Dobie, run a
boarding school for girls. Their lives are
shattered and the school shuttered when a
troublesome student, Mary Tilford, starts a
rumor about the headmistresses as a way
to avoid being disciplined.
Michelle McBeth as Karen and Chelsey
Magli as Martha anchor a cast filled with
some of the finest young high school thespians in the region. With a riveting emo-

I

Classmates gather to confront Katelyn Wattendorf as Mary (center) in
the Port City Playhouse production of “The Children’s Hour.”
tional intensity, the two skillfully navigate
a script that highlights the extreme homophobia that was rampant in the early 20th
century.
As Karen, McBeth is the more thoughtful
of the two, with a poignant tenderness directed toward Martha and Joe, her fiancé.
Magli is the determined but conflicted
Martha, who ultimately confronts her own
feelings for Karen with a bittersweet forbidden confession of love. Together, they
are superb in their performance as friends
facing unfounded and unrepentant harass-

ment.
Carole Steele as Mrs. Amelia Tilford,
Mary’s grandmother; Robin Ann Carter as
Mrs. Lily Mortar, Martha’s aunt; and Ric
Andersen as Karen’s fiancé Joe round out
the capable and commanding adult cast.
But it’s the students that take center stage
in this production, led by Hayfield High
School junior Katelyn Wattendorf as the
villainous Mary. Wattendorf is brilliant in
her portrayal of the young student who will
stop at nothing in her quest to manipulate
everyone around her, including blackmail-

ing fellow classmate Rosalie, played by
Jenni Patton.
Other area students appearing onstage
include Burgundy Farm Country Day School
eighth grader Cassie Cope as Helen,
Robinson Secondary School freshman Cate
Davis as Catherine, West Potomac High
School freshman Paige Edwards as Leslie,
Robert E. Lee High School sophomore Ellie
Milewski as Evelyn, Washington-Lee junior
Brandi Moore as Lois, West Potomac senior
Cynthia Mullins as Peggy, and T.C. Williams’
Morgan Vaughn as Janet.
“This is an incredibly talented group of
high schoolers,” said director Mark
McCarver. “They absorb so much and have
so much energy. And they are happy to come
to work each day. They really are great to
work with.”
With producer Carol Strachan at his side,
McCarver has assembled an award-winning
technical crew, including costume design by
Kit Sibley and Jean Schlichting, sets by
Raedum de Alba, lighting by Nancy Owens
and sound by David Correia.
Superlatives are not enough: anyone fortunate enough to see the spellbinding Port
City Playhouse production of “The
Children’s Hour” will not easily forget the
haunting performances of such a stellar
cast.
“The Children’s Hour” plays through Sept.
28 at Port City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane, Alexandria. For tickets or more information, visit www.PortCityPlayhouse.org.
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Entertainment
From Page 21

TUESDAY/SEPT. 24

Town Civic Association. Board at
Potomac Riverboat Company Dock
behind the Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union St. $30/member; $35/nonmember, includes food and drink.
Visit www.oldtowncivic.org or 703489-4088.
Music Performance. 6:30 p.m. at
Ireland’s Own, 111 N. Pitt St. Seamus
Kennedy will perform. $15. 703-549453.

Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. or 11 a.m.
at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages 14 can enjoy stories and more. Sign up
half-hour before. Free. 703-7461705.
Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-24 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.
Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.
Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3 can enjoy stories
and more. Free. 703-746-1704.
Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-7461703.
Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children up to 11 months with
adult. Free. 703-746-1702.
Storytime in the Afternoon. 2 p.m.
at Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. Children ages 2-5
can enjoy stories, crafts and more.
Free. 703-746-1704.
Banned Book Read Out. 2 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Staff
will read aloud from their favorite
banned books. Free. 703-746-1702.
Author. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library, 5005
Duke St. Alexandria author Tom
Young will discuss his new book “The
Warriors.” Free. 703-746-1702.
Game Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Children ages 8-12
can play with their friends. Free. 703746-1702.
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at The

MONDAY/SEPT. 23
Banned Book Read-Out. 4:30 p.m. at
The Athaneum, 201 Prince St.
Choose a passage from your favorite
banned book and read aloud. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org or 703-5480035.
Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703746-1702 ext. 5.
Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children up to 11 months with
adult. Free. 703-746-1702.
Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children up to 11 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free. 703746-1703.
Film Series. 6 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road. Watch
an Academy Award nominee film
about a 6-year-old heroine named
Hushpuppy. Free. 703-746-1704.
Author Talk. 7 p.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Mary
Louise Clifford will discuss her book
“Drummer Boy of Company C:
Coming of Age in the Civil War.”
Free. 703-746-1705.

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Alejandro Escovedo
performs. Visit www.birchmere.com
or call 703-549-7500 for tickets.
DJ Swing Dance. 9-10:30 p.m. at
Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle St.
Free. Visit www.gottaswing.com.

Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Aoife O’Donovan opens for Sarah
Jarosz. $20. Call 703-549-7500 or
visit www.birchmere.com.
DJ Swing Dance. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 S. Pickett St. $6. Visit
www.gottaswing.com

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 25

THURSDAY/SEPT. 26

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-23 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.
Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.
Laptime Rhythm and Rhyme. 11
a.m. at Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. Children ages 0-18
months can enjoy movement and
rhyme. Free. 703-746-1704.
Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-7461703.
Spanish Story Time. 1 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
abilities and all levels can join in for
stories. Free. 703-746-1702.
Movie Matinee for Children. 4 p.m.
at Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. Children in grades K8 can enjoy a movie with friends.
Free. 703-746-1704.
Writing Triage. 6:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Get a resume
or writing project reviewed and get
suggestions on how to improve it.
Free. 703-746-1742 to register.
Lego Family Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. The whole
family can enjoy an evening of
creative play. Free. 703-746-1702.
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere

Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories
and activities. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.
Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.
Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703746-1702 ext. 5.
Yoga. Enjoy free outdoor yoga classes at
1900 Mt. Vernon Ave., from 6-7 p.m.
Suitable for all levels. Contact
Maureen at yoga@prasadayoga.com
or 703-967-8884.
Blockbuster Thursday. 6:30 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Free.
Call 703-746-1702 for title.
Pajama Party.7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children age 3-6 can come dressed in
their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.
World Short Story Discussion. 7
p.m. at Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road Free. Call for title.
703-746-1704.
Music Performance. Tower of Power
plays at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit www.birch
mere.com or call 703-549-7500.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 27

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Enjoy
a screening of the film version of a
banned book. Free. 703-746-1751 for
film title.
Event. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. See “The
Official Blues Brothers Revue.” $35.
Visit www.birchmere.com for tickets.
Costume Symposium. At Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
This year’s symposium, “The Road to
Regency Fashion,” will explore the
evolution of clothing from 1770 to
1820, culminating in a ball. Visit
http://alexandriava.gov/
GadsbysTavern to download
brochure and register.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 28
Native Plant Sale in Parkfairfax. 9
a.m.-2 p.m. Largest native plant sale
in DC Metro Area hosts 15 vendors
from four states selling native
perennials, shrubs, and trees for sun
or shade in historic Parkfairfax, 3601
Valley Drive parking lot. 571-2320375 or www.Parkfairfax
NativePlantSale.org.
Historic Alexandria Homes Tour.
10 a.m.-3 p.m. throughout Old Town.
Proceeds benefit the Inova
Alexandria TWIG Surgical Center.
Admission is to be determined. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com/events/
Historic-Alexandria-Homes-Tour/
4930/ or 703-703-5337.
Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703746-1702.
Author Talk. 2 p.m. at Beatley Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Martha
Powers, whose pseudonym is M.
Elizabeth Sweeney, will discuss
“Losing Marmee: A Mother, A
Daughter, and Six Years in Assisted
Living.” Free. 703-746-1702.

Banned Book Matinee. 2 p.m. at
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(1) DUE AT SIGNING INCLUDES DOWN PAYMENT (COROLLA: $2,199, CAMRY: $2,699, RAV4: $2,999), FIRST MONTH’S PAYMENT, $499 PROCESSING FEE AND NO SECURITY DEPOSIT. NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. TAX, REGISTRATION AND
INSURANCES ARE EXTRA. CUSTOMER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR EXCESSIVE WEAR AND EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGES OF $0.15 PER MILE IN EXCESS OF AGREEMENT’S MILES (COROLLA/RAV4: 36,000 MILES; CAMRY: 24,000 MILES). OFFER AVAILABLE ON
APPROVED CREDIT TO QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS FROM TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES. (2) 0% APR FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS ON SELECT MODELS. OFFERS FOR WELL-QUALIFIED BUYERS WITH APPROVED TIER1+ CREDIT THROUGH TFS.
60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF $16.67 PER $1,000 BORROWED. (3) PURCHASERS CAN RECEIVE UP TO $2,750 CASH BACK FROM TOYOTA OR CAN APPLY CASH BACK TO DOWN PAYMENT. AMOUNT VARIES PER MODEL. (4) BASED ON BLACK BOOK TRADE
VALUE MINUS EXCESS MILEAGE AND RECONDITIONING. (5) COVERS NORMAL FACTORY SCHEDULED SERVICE FOR 2 YEARS OR 25K MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. THE NEW VEHICLE CANNOT BE PART OF A RENTAL OR COMMERCIAL FLEET. SEE
PARTICIPATING DEALER FOR COMPLETE PLAN DETAILS. VALID ONLY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND ALASKA. ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE DOES NOT INCLUDE PARTS AND FLUIDS. (6) COLLEGE GRAD AND MILITARY REBATE AVAILABLE ON
TOYOTAS WITH APPROVED CREDIT THRU TFS. ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS MUST BE IN ACTIVE DUTY STATUS IN U.S. MILITARY TO RECEIVE REBATE. (7) 2012 OR 2013 EPA-ESTIMATED MILEAGE. ACTUAL MILEAGE MAY VARY. (8) CUSTOMERS CAN RECEIVE A
$500 INCENTIVE FROM TOYOTA UPON LEASING A NEW 2013 RAV4 AND TRADING IN A TOYOTA VEHICLE. (†) WHICHEVER COMES FIRST FROM DATE OF TCUV PURCHASE. (††) FROM DATE OF TCUV PURCHASE. (†††) 1.9% APR FINANCING ON ALL CPO
VEHICLES FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS WITH APPROVED CREDIT ON SELECT MODELS THROUGH TFS. 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF $17.05 PER $1,000 BORROWED. ONE INCENTIVE PER TRANSACTION. ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 9/30/13.
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Neighborhoods

Employment Home & Garden
connectionnewspapers.com

BUSINESS OPP

BUSINESS OPP

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to

A great opportunity to

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

301-333-1900

WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME!

Photo by LaShawn Avery-Simon/Gazette Packet

School’s Back in Session
With the opening of the new school year, drivers need to be more
cautious. Above, children walk to their buses as John Adams Elementary School lets out at 2:15 p.m. on Sept. 3.

Seminary Valley
Back-to-school means back-to-the-column. Sorry about the long silence … got a
little overwhelmed with a college graduation, a high school graduation, a 25th wedding anniversary … cast parties … you
name it, the Jones family was in the middle
of it. So, buckle your seat belts for the latest neighborhood news.
The 2013 Mile Long Yard Sale, sponsored
by the Brookville-Seminary Valley Civic Association, will be held on Saturday, Sept.
21 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. rain or shine.
Shop or sell up and down Taney Avenue
from N. Pelham Street to N. Latham Street
and on the Patrick Henry Elementary School
grounds. Profits support the 2013 BSVCA
Community Grants. Shop for housewares,
books, DVDs, toys, clothing and your favorite collectibles. If you can’t find it at the
MLYS, you don’t need it. Take note: this year,
registration is required for all sellers/vendors. For more information: www.bsvca.net.
Where did the above-referenced grants go
last year? Beth Richardson reports that they
went to the Polk PTA’s Reading is Fundamental Program ($500), the Alexandria
Tutoring Consortium ($250 for supplies at
Patrick Henry) and the St. Martin de Porres
Center ($250) for exercise equipment and
art supplies.
If it’s mid-September, it’s time to think
about who will serve on the BrookvilleSeminary Valley Civic Association in the
coming year. This year’s candidates are: for
President, Judy Cooper, for First Vice-President, Emily Brown; Second Vice-President,
Ann Corro; Parliamentarian, Curtis Phillip;
Treasurer, Jinnie Menafee and for Secretary,
Liz Middough. At-large candidates include:
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Linda Barrett, Tyson Schaedel and Richard
Young. The Membership Secretary position
is vacant at this time. The slate will be up
for election at the Oct. 2 BSCVA meeting at
7 p.m. at the Beatley Library. After the election, there will be a discussion of transportation issues and also of the Landmark Redevelopment Plan.
Two more calendar items: On Sept. 21
(after you are done shopping at the Yard
Sale), stop by Café Pizzaiolo at Ben
Brenman Park to meet with School Board
member Chris Lewis to talk about general
ACPS issues. He will be there from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. And on Wednesday, Sept. 25 at 6
p.m., there will be an open forum at Patrick
Henry Elementary School to discuss the
school’s upcoming remodeling. Contact Mr.
Lewis at Christopher.lewis@acps.k12.va.us
for more information.
Where have you been grocery shopping
lately? With the absence of Magruders and
the Bradlee Shopping Center’s Giant and
Safeway, we have been retooling our once
well-trod routes. Now that T.C. Williams is
off our own route, we have a bit more flexibility. We can head to the Harris Teeter, the
closest store, but those of us who are Giant
and Safeway diehards now go West to Duke
Street Commons or South on Van Dorn
Street. Yours truly has even ventured towards Kingstowne … the stores there are
only a few years old and the parking is
dreamy. One gentleman at the Van Dorn
Safeway told me that he goes to the Giant
store on South Glebe Road. Hard to shake
up those routines.
Send news and announcements for Seminary Valley to me at mamamiajones@
gmail.com.
— Mia Jones

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎ ☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

Shipping Clerk (Part-Time)
Seeking a part-time shipping clerk for
small technology company located in the
Del Ray section of Alexandria. Hours:
10:30am-5:00pm, Monday through
Friday. $12/hr. Interested candidates
please send resume to
info@briartek.com.

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

CLEANING

CONTRACTORS.com

CLEANING

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction GuaranteedAngies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648
GUTTER

GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry
✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small

Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4...........................Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 .............................. Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES

Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE
You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia
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703-917-6400

Home & Garden
connectionnewspapers.com
IMPROVEMENTS

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon
CONTRACTORS.com
HAULING

IMPROVEMENTS

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon

Classified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.

AL’S HAULING

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

OBITUARY
Ricky Mann Moon, 56, passed away in his sleep on

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Thursday September 12, while working in Columbus, Ga.

Junk & Rubbish
Low Rates

NOVA

703-360-4364
703-304-4798 cell

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

7 DAYS A WEEK

Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com
www.rncontractors.com

ANGEL’S HAULING

LAWN SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.

LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES
Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483
MASONRY

MASONRY

BRICK AND STONE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed
PAVING

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATE
LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231
TREE SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

Charles Jenkins

TREE SERVICE
Seasoned Firewood
Topping, trimming, Stump Grinding
Lic. & Ins!

Junk Trash Removal,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Garage/ Basement Clean Out,
Furniture & Appl.
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182
LANDSCAPING

A&S
LANDSCAPING
Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service
An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst
mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER SMITH
➣
➣
➣
➣

❖

Serving the Area Since 1995

Speed up Slow Computers
Troubleshooting
Virus Removal
Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com
21 Announcements 21 Announcements
2010 Lexus IS250 C **Luxury Convertible** $36500
This is an amazing convertible in immaculate condition.
Not a dent or scratch on the vehicle.
My father owned it and never was able to ride in it.
Extremely low milage (16,306).
6-Cylinder, 2.5L V6 DOHC 24V Starfire Pearl
Interior Color Pearl White, Leather Seats
**LUXURY PACKAGE AND SO MUCH MORE.
Amazing car! Call 703-405-8193

Nothing is too small to know, and
nothing too big to attempt.
-William Van Horne

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Richard (Rick) Preston Swigart, 69, passed away

peacefully on Monday, September 9, 2013, after a long and
courageous battle with complications from a liver transplant
performed in June 2012. He was surrounded by family and
friends. Loving husband of Laurel A. Bedig; beloved by fatherBrush & Yard Debris
in-law Robert G. Bedig; sister-in-law Cynthia (Rich) Meyers
Trimming & Topping
and their children Audrey and Robbie; sister-in-law Marcia (Ira)
Gutters & Hauling
Bernstein and their children Rebecca and David; brother-in-law
Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com Ronald (Alexander) Bedig; cousins Debbie Burke, and her
703-863-1086 children Tim and Bryan and, Brian (Betty)Tracy, and their
703-582-3709
children Megan and Michael. He will also be greatly missed by
240-603-6182
countless friends, Beverley Hills' neighbors and colleagues.

Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way
to fill your
employment
openings

Potomac
Herndon

Dulles
Airport

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

703-868-5358

101 Computers

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Rockville

20 yrs. of experience – Free estimates

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

101 Computers

240-603-6182

5

Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning,
retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Picat, Inc trading as Pica
Taco, 6480 Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria, VA 22315. The
above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL(ABC) for
a Beer, Wine and Mixed Beverages on Premises license to
sell or manufacture alcoholic
beverages. Patrick S. Villalta,
President
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be
submitted to ABC no later than
30 days from the publishing
date of the first two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

Remodeling Interior,
Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Painting, Decks,
Fences, Additions.

North
Potomac

Summer Shape up...

He was born December 7, 1956, and is the beloved son of
Marion Moon of Alexandria, VA and Norman Moon and stepmother Joan of Manassas, VA. He is preceded in death by
his brother Craig Moon and is survived by his Grandmother
Myrtie Lebkicker of Leesburg and numerous aunts, uncles,
cousins and devoted friends.
Rick was a native of Alexandria and graduated from Fairfax
High School. He was a natural entrepreneur, and started his
first company at age 17.
He went on to be the founder of
World Express that became Convention and Tradeshow
Freight Specialists, where he served as Vice President until
his death.
Rick loved the Freight and Tradeshow Industry, he enjoyed
country music, boating, and being on the water. He had a big
heart for people in need, especially children, and his generosity touched the lives of many.
Those who knew him will remember his wonderful sense of
humor, his smile, laughter, and the authentic way in which he
lived his life.
Friends may call at the Demaine Funeral Home, 520 S.
Washington Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 where the family
will be present on Friday, September 20, 2013 from 6-8:00pm
and where the memorial service will be held on Saturday,
September 21st at 11:00am.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to
the Alexandria Police Youth Camp, PO Box 25273
Alexandria, VA 22313.

703-863-7465

540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping

703-917-6400

1

Chevy
Bethesda Chase

Great
Falls

Reston
Vienna
Oakton

McLean

6

Arlington

4

Chantilly

Washington,
D.C.

Centreville

Fairfax

Born in DC, Rick attended the Oakwood Friends School in
Poughkeepsie, NY and went on to receive a B.A. from Earlham
College. He studied Mandarin Chinese at Stanford, Taiwan
Normal University and Nan Yang University, Singapore and
was Director of International Marketing for China Consultants,
International. From 1967-69 he was a refugee relief officer under USAID in Vietnam and Laos. Dean of Students at Oakwood from 1970-72, he served on Oakwood's board for many
years culminating in receipt of a Distinguished Alumni Award.
From 1975-1982, he was the Manager of the Washington Office for American Can Company. Thereafter, he worked in various senior capacities for the National Grocers Association, National Center on Occupational Readjustment, and the Grocery
Manufacturers of America. He was Vice President of Public
Relations at Seagram Company for several years. More recently he was part of a team that started the Transportation
Security Administration and was a State Coordinator at the Department of Homeland Security. He retired on June 30, 2013.
Rick loved his country deeply and was a proud member of the
Thailand-Laos-Cambodia Brotherhood. He loved nature and
animals, especially his beloved dog Pal. Rick was kind,
thoughtful and a loyal and wonderful friend with a great sense
of humor. He was one of a kind and his passing is an enormous loss. Memorial services will be held on September 28,
2013 at 3 PM. For details and donation options please visit EverlyWheatleyFuneralHome.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

North
Clifton

Historic
Clifton

Burke
Fairfax
Springfield
Station

3

2

Laurel
Hill

• Target your best job
candidates
where they live.
• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.
• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!
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The Best in Family Dining

Photo courtesy of Art at the Center

Food
fit for a king
on a family budget

A n Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Students in the Art Explorers class at Art at the Center in Mount Vernon explore
mediums like clay, collage, painting and drawing. Experts say creating art helps
children build relationships.

Art Matters for All Ages
how they made it.”
Chris Haggerty, a professor of fine and applied arts
at Marymount University, says research shows that
art develops the right side of the brain, which affects perception rather than logic. “Creating art
teaches problem-solving skills,” she said. “They get
to try things out, see if they work, change their minds
By Marilyn Campbell
and start over.”
Gazette Packet
Coneway, who is also an art therapist, said she
has seen first-hand how art can help children share
f you walk into Art at the Center in Mount Vernon feelings that are difficult to verbalize. “Making things
on a Tuesday morning, you might find a group is a wonderful way for kids to connect ideas, exof preschool students and their parents or care- press emotions and share what is going on with
takers squishing potting clay with their fingers. In them,” she said. “Additionally, art is noncompetitive.
the same room, several other tots could be brushing Children progress at their own rate.”
an array of paint colors across art paper, making a
Art also helps establish a sense of community, she
mess but having fun. The children are part of the added. “Sometimes connections happen when chilCenter’s Art Explorers class, designed for children dren share their art,” she said. “It is neat when kids
ranging from 18 months to 5 years old.
ask questions of each other. The
“Parents say it is their happy place
sharing of what they make is as
where they can explore with their
important as what they make.”
child without worrying about a
Carolyn Webber, an art teacher
mess,” said Kathryn Horn Coneway,
at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in
director of Art at the Center. “It
Potomac, Md., said, “Art is a unibrings both parent and child into the
versal language. Art education enpresent moment.”
ables students to make creative
In addition to having fun, art educonnections with art and the world
cators say that art can help children
around them. [It] provides lifedevelop a myriad of skills and abililong learning in areas of visual arts,
ties that range from self-expression
art history, interdisciplinary conto self-confidence.
nections, multiculturalism and job
“Creating art can help them work
opportunities.”
through their emotions,” said Gioia
Haggerty said, “The most sucChilton, an art therapist who teaches
cessful people are creative thinkart at Marymount University in Arers, people who don’t just think lin— Carolyn Webber, art early, but who think outside of the
lington. “It gives them a place where
they can be confident, and where
teacher, St. Andrew’s box.”
they can feel powerful and in conConeway hopes that both her
Episcopal School
trol over something.”
classes and others establish a lifeCreating art teaches patience, said
long appreciation for art. “One of
Coneway. “When children are working with clay, for the things that I hope is happening is that parents
example, there is little instant gratification. You make and children are leaving my classes, going home and
a piece, it has to be fired and then glazed. It is a asking, ‘Can we set up a corner our basement and
process. But at the end, they can tell the story of have an art studio at home?’”

Local experts say art
classes help children
develop new skills.

I

“Art is a universal
language. Art
education enables
students to make
creative
connections with
art and the world
around them.”

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com
Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church
Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves
AFRICAN METHODIST
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST
EPISCOPAL ZION
...703-360-4370
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
BRETHREN
…703-548-3888
GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH
ANGLICAN
…703-548-1808
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
…703-953-2854
OF GOD...703-548-5084
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
BUDDHISM
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST
CHRIST THE KING
CENTER...202-331-2122
ANGLICAN CHURCH
ROMAN CATHOLIC
…703-535-6815
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC
APOSTOLIC
CHURCH…703-780-4055
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…
…703-518-4404
703-836-3725
BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-765-4421
…703-683-2222
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST
CHURCH…703-548-8000
703-836-4100
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY OF FAITH...
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES
703-998-6260
...703-313-5029
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
…703-549-8116
OF ALEXANDRIA...703-549-3911
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
SCIENTIST, ALEXANDRIA...
COMMUNITY OF FAITH
703-549-7973
…703-519-9100
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
MT.
VERNON...703-768-2494
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
CHURCH OF CHRIST
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF
BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
CHRIST…703-836-3083
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
EPISCOPAL
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH
...703-256-1239
...703-683-0798
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN
…703-360-9546
703-360-4220
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
…703-765-6118
703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF
...703-765-4342
CHRIST...703-960-8772
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH...703-765-3949
ALDERSGATE UNITED
LUTHERAN
METHODIST...703-765-6555
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
UNITED METHODIST...
BETHANY LUTHERAN…
703-836-2406
703-765-8255
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH...703-549-2088
CHURCH…703-765-5003
FAIRLINGTON UNITED
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
METHODIST CHURCH...
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
703-671-8557
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MT. VERNON UNITED
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155
METHODIST...703-765-1100
MESSIAH EVENGELICAL
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA...
METHODIST CHURCH...
703-765-5003
703-836-7332
NATIVITY LUTHERAN
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112
METHODIST CHURCH...
ORTHODOX
703-751-4666
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST
201-312-7678
CHURCH…703-549-5500
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
...703-417-9665
METHODIST...703-780-4696
PRESBYTERIAN
WASHINGTON STREET
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
UNITED METHODIST…
CHURCH...703.768.8510
703-836-4324
UNITARIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
MOUNT VERNON
CHURCH…703-683-3348
UNITARIAN CHURCH...
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING
703-765-5950
HOUSE…703-549-6670

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468
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News

Local Elected Officials’ Disclosure Forms Lack Oversight
From Page 1
redactions.
Unless
the
Fairfax
County
commonwealth’s attorney is willing to prosecute the school system for failing to disclosed required information, that information will not be available to the public. And
because the law merely requires the School
Board clerk to receive the documents without scrutinizing them, any mistakes or missing information will not be identified or
fixed. That leaves the pubic in the dark
about information that could explain conflicts of interest among their elected leaders.
“Virginia’s disclosure laws are basically a
big joke,” said Kyle Kondik, analyst with the
University of Virginia’s Center for Politics.
“It doesn’t seem like there’s any penalty at
all for bad reporting.”
THE ONGOING political scandal involving a Virginia businessman showering the
governor and attorney general with gifts —
ºmany of which were initially unreported
—ºhas brought a spotlight to the issue of
ethics reform that is expected to dominate
the upcoming session of the General Assembly. Del. Rob Krupicka (D-45) is preparing
legislation that would move the repository
function from the local clerk to the State
Board of Election in an effort to create one
publicly available statewide database. That
would allow elected officials to file their
documents electronically, a change that

would remove some of the inconsistency in
terms of how individuals choose to fill out
the documents.
“I think there are going to be folks uncomfortable with this level of disclosure and
this level of accessibility to their data,” said
Krupicka. “We’ve made the migration to use
technology with campaign finance, and I
think we need to make the migration to use
technology with our ethics and conflicts
disclosure forms.”
Last month, Republican Lt. Gov. Bill
Bolling outlined a series of ethics reform
measures he would like to see the next General Assembly take up.
One of his recommendations would expand the gift disclosure requirements to
spouses and dependent family members.
Another one of his recommendations would
lower the threshold of reporting sources of
income from $10,000 to $1,000. A third recommendation would require elected officials disclose all memberships on boards or
other committees of public or private companies that are held by themselves, their
spouses or their dependent family members.
“Over the past few months, a series of
unfortunate events have revealed to us several deficiencies in Virginia’s current ethics
laws,” Bolling said in a written statement
outlining his proposal. “As a result, the confidence of the people of Virginia in their
state government has been eroded. In order to begin the process of restoring this
confidence, we need to take immediate ac-

tion to strengthen Virginia’s ethics laws and
the proposals I am releasing today are designed to do just that.”

Elected Confidential
❖ Fairfax County Board of Supervisors: John Foust lists the largest number
of securities at $1.7 million; Jeff McKay
lists the lowest number of securities at
$70,000. Three members list no securities:
John Cook, Michael Frey and Peggy Gross.
❖ Fairfax County School Board:
Jane Strauss lists the largest number of securities at $2.1 million; Pat Hunes lists the
lowest number of securities at $10,000;
Two members list no securities: Ryan
McElveen and Elizabeth Schultz.
❖ Arlington County Board: Libby
Garvey lists the largest number of securities
at $500,000; Jay Fisette lists the lowest
number of securities at $80,000. One member, Mary Hynes, list no securities.
❖ Arlington County School Board:
Abigail Raphael lists the largest number of
securities at $1.2 million; Noah Simon lists
the lowest number of securities at
$400,000. Three members list no securities: Sally Baird, James Lander and Emma
Violand-Sanchez.
❖ Alexandria City Council: Paul
Smedberg lists the largest amount of securities at $590,000; Allison Silberberg lists
the lowest number of securities at $20,000;
One member, John Chapman, listed no securities.
❖ Alexandria School Board: Marc
Williams lists the largest amount of securities at $1.3 million; Kelly Carmichael
Booz lists the lowest amount of securities
at $10,000; five members list no securities:
Bill Campbell, Ronnie Campbell, Pat
Hennig, Justin Keating and Christopher
Lewis.

DESPITE THEIR FLAWS, the forms reveal the broad financial outlines of elected
officials in Northern Virginia and some of
their economic interests. In Arlington
County, for example, the forms show that
none of the members of the Arlington
County Board have full-time jobs. Two of
the members listed the employment of
spouses.
And although County Board member Jay
Fisette once disclosed information about his
partner, he has since decided that he will
no longer provide that information until
Virginia ends the constitutional prohibition
against gay marriage.
“The symbolism of it was just not worth
it,” said Fisette.
“It was so hard because he makes a lot
more money than I do and he had a lot of
things to report. It was too much work, so I
don’t do that anymore.”
Alexandria City Councilman Paul
Smedberg, on the other hand, includes economic disclosure information for his partner. In an interview, he said he is probably
not required to do so but he feels that it’s
best to err on the side of disclosing too much
rather than not enough.
“It is a little unclear as to what you should
put there,” said Smedberg. “But I’ve always
made the habit of including Mike on there.”

TC Grad Makes 3,600-Mile Run for Veterans
From Page 1
“John always said that if I ever did this, he
would make sure I had a truck for the journey,” said O’Toole, who expects to be running through the Old Town Farmer’s Market Sept. 21. “I’m not sure his dad ever knew
about that promise but Mr. Taylor didn’t
hesitate to help out once the plans were in

Details
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The Run For Veterans is a nonprofit, 501
(c) (3) organization operated solely by volunteers and dedicated to educating the
public about key issues confronting veterans
transitioning from military to civilian life.
Some of these issues include:
❖ 16,000 Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF)
and Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF)
veterans are severely wounded, including
1,653 limb amputations.
❖ The Veteran’s Administration estimates
that 18 veterans or service members take
their own lives on a daily basis. Of those, five
are receiving VA care at the time of their
death.
❖ 43,299 veterans have been diagnosed
with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI).
❖ More than 4,000 new cases of PostTraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
❖ 896,540 pending Disability Compensation Claims.
❖ Over 66 percent of Disability Compensation Claims are over 125 days.
❖ 6.7 percent of veterans are out of work.
For OIF and OEF veterans, that figure is 9.7
percent
For more information or to donate online,
visit www.therunforveterans.org.

place.
Jack Taylor’s Alexandria Toyota donated
a truck to serve as part of the support team
for O’Toole, who is traveling with a crew of
four.
“We have a four-man team on the road,
and we were donated trailers, so we have
everything we need on site,” said O’Toole,
who averages 15 miles per day and hopes
to raise $2 million before completing his
21-state journey.
On the road with O’Toole is fellow classmate Joey Dwyer and his brother Tim
Dwyer.
“‘Forrest Gump’ really was a favorite of
all of ours,” said Joey Dwyer, a film director and founder of JWD Productions. “So
when Brendan pitched his project, I saw an
opportunity to chronicle something that
would help educate the public on the issues confronting our returning veterans.”
O’Toole, 25, has had a few setbacks during his run, including an ankle injury suffered in West Texas that left him on crutches
for six weeks.
“That was a good opportunity for us to
reorganize,” said O’Toole, who was also bitten by a Rottweiler in Texas and in a car
accident in South Carolina.
The son of Joan and Denis O’Toole,
Brendan O’Toole and his crew will be the
guests of honor at a Run for Veterans
fundraiser to be held Oct. 4 at Jack Taylor’s
Alexandria Toyota showroom. All donations
from the event as well as the run will be

In a truck donated by Jack Taylor’s Toyota, Brendan O’Toole and
fellow T.C. Williams classmates Tim and Joey Dwyer pose for a photo
upon entering the state of Georgia.
disbursed to three nonprofit groups focused
on providing mental, physical and social
well-being programs for veterans and their
families: Give an Hour (mental health),
Team Red White and Blue (physical health)
and the USO (social). “I am pretty tired right
now and my body is getting a little beat up,”
said O’Toole, who has raised nearly

$300,000. “But I’ve still got some fuel in
the tank and it’s just now hitting us what
we have accomplished. I hope this helps gets
people’s attention and that they will spread
the word. Every dollar helps.”
To learn more about The Run For Veterans and the Oct. 4 fundraiser, visit
www.therunforveterans.org.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

People

Chamber Champions
Wiygul Automotive repeats
in annual Golf Classic.
By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

M

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

ore than 100 players turned out
Aug. 26 for the Alexandria Chamber
of Commerce annual Golf Classic,
where the team from Wiygul Automotive repeated as tournament
champions.
Finishing with a score of 16 under par, Wiygul Automotive bested
second place Virginia Commerce
Bank by a mere two strokes on the
Belle Haven Country Club course.
More than 20 teams participated
in the tournament, including players from the Washington Nationals, former governor Jim Gilmore
and leaders from the Alexandria
business community.
“It was a great event,” said
Burke and Herbert Bank vice president Walter Clarke, whose team
finished at two under par. “This is
a great opportunity for the business community to come together
and have some fun for a good
cause.”
Proceeds from the tournament
benefitted the Alexandria Cham-

ber of Commerce Foundation, a
nonprofit arm of the chamber.
At an awards reception following the tournament, longtime
tournament chairman Roger
Parks, of American Advertising
Distributors of North America, formally relinquished the reins of the
golf committee to Kay Tyler of
Tyler Printing. Parks, who served
as chair of the committee for over
a decade, was given a rousing
sendoff as he stepped down from
his position.
Presented by Wiygul Automotive
and the Washington Nationals,
more than 40 businesses contributed to the event.
Kings Jewelry presented silver
mint julep cups to the winning
players, Eagle Bank and Speck
Cauldron Advisors sponsored the
hot dog and beverage carts, and
BB&T Bank and Greenleaf Health
hosted the reception and buffet
dinner.
“I wish I had played better today,” laughed Clarke. “But it’s not
about the score. Today is a day for
people to come together and celebrate Alexandria’s business community.”

Chamber president John Long, left, and tournament chair Roger Parks, right, celebrate with the team from Wiygul Automotive as they accept first place at the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce golf tournament Aug. 26 at Belle Haven Country Club.

Photo by Georgina Parks

Former
governor
Jim
Gilmore
with
volunteer
Elle
Taubner
following
the tournament.
Virginia Commerce Bank CEO Peter Converse tees off on the fourth hole of the
course.

A shot by Virginia Commerce Bank CEO
Peter Converse just misses being a holein-one that would have won him a Land
Rover. Instead he settled for Closest to
the Pin honors.

Donna
Wilson and
Margaret
Gullen take
a golf cart
to check on
players.

Burke and Herbert vice president Walter Clarke is joined by Dan
Convery, Marilyn Patterson and Joe Posey at the tournament reception
and awards ceremony.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Sports

Beckford Carries Episcopal Football Past Flint Hill
Senior running back
runs for 312 yards,
5 touchdowns.
Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/Gazette Packet

By Jon Roetman
Gazette Packet

piscopal head football coach
Panos Voulgaris stood on the
field at Flint Hill School and described Maroon running back
Nigel Beckford following the team’s season
opener on Sept. 13.
“He’s a Division I running back,” Voulgaris
said. “Someone’s going to get real lucky
when they get him at the next level.”
While Beckford’s future appears bright,
the senior from Bridgeport, Conn., showed
on Friday the Episcopal football team is
lucky to have him now.
Beckford rushed for 312 yards and five
touchdowns on 33 carries during
Episcopal’s 48-28 victory over Flint Hill.
Ripping through the Huskies as part of the
Maroon’s no-huddle offense, Beckford
scored on runs of 1, 5, 18, 1 and 36 yards.
“He’s the best running back I’ve coached,”
Voulgaris said, “and as long as he stays disciplined, he can have a great year.”
Episcopal’s potent, up-tempo offense was
on display early, as the Maroon marched
70 yards in eight plays during the game’s
opening drive. Beckford punched it in from
1 yard, capping the 2-minute, 20-second
drive and giving Episcopal a 7-0 lead.
After Flint Hill’s ensuing drive stalled at
the Episcopal 11-yard line, the Maroon
drove 89 yards in five plays, taking just 66
seconds off the clock. Beckford’s 5-yard
touchdown gave Episcopal a 14-0 advan-

E

Episcopal running back Nigel Beckford rushed for 312 yards and five
touchdowns against Flint Hill on Sept. 13.
tage.
“[This offense is] a new thing for me coming to Episcopal under Coach Voulgaris,”
Beckford said. “It’s a fun offense. I’m new
to the zone [scheme]. I’m a downhill-type
runner, but … [it has made me more] versatile.”
Beckford’s 18-yard touchdown run with
less than 9 minutes left in the third quarter
gave Episcopal its largest lead of the day at
28-6.
“I think he’s a very good running back,”
Flint Hill head coach Tom Verbanic said. “I
think he does a lot of things very well. …
To go along with that, we were out of position and against a back like that, when you
put yourself out of position, you’re in real
trouble.”

After falling behind by three scores, Flint
Hill showed resiliency. A 28-yard pick-six
by Jake Salewski and a two-point conversion cut the Episcopal lead to 28-14.
Beckford scored on a 1-yard run to push
the Maroon lead to 21 with 4:02 remaining
in the third, but the Huskies quickly answered when Jonny Howard returned the
ensuing kickoff 80 yards for a touchdown.
Flint Hill running back Christian Martey
broke a 33-yard touchdown run with 10:17
left in the fourth quarter, pulling the Huskies within one score at 35-28, but Episcopal closed the contest with a pair of touchdowns, including a 68-yard interception return by defensive back Gary Williams, who
picked off a pair of passes.
“We didn’t do many things well today,”

Verbanic said. “… I just think that they
came out and they outplayed us today. We fundamentally did not play
very well. … It was almost chaotic, to
be very honest with you, which means
that I didn’t do a very good job, either.”
Episcopal senior quarterback Will
Hollister (Leesburg) completed 11 of
17 passes for 128 yards, one touchdown and one interception. He also
rushed five times for 38 yards.

“He’s the best running
back I’ve coached, and as
long as he stays
disciplined, he can have
a great year.”
— Episcopal football coach Panos
Voulgaris about Nigel Beckford
Maroon receiver Brian Chase (Baltimore) hauled in a 30-yard touchdown reception.
Flint Hill’s Martey carried 24 times
for 120 yards and a touchdown.
Sophomore quarterback Justin Saleh
completed 15 of 32 passes for 205
yards, one touchdown and two interceptions.
Episcopal will travel to face Bishop
Ireton at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 21.
Flint Hill dropped to 1-1, including
a 27-18 victory against Paul VI on
Sept. 6. The Huskies will travel to face
Collegiate at 4 p.m. on Friday, Sept.
20.

ODBC Select Crew Gears Up for Fall Rowing Season
Nearly 70 athletes from area high schools
are competing in annual program.

T

similar to the races they will be competing
in this fall. The race started by the airport
at the point where Four Mile Run meets the
Potomac, and ended down river by the dock
in front of Fords Landing.
The ODBC athletes are guided by head
girls’ coach Patrick Marquardt, assistant
girls’ coach Jaime Rubini, head boys’ coach
Audrey Shankles, and head girls’ sculling
Coach Nick Johnson. The season begins at
the Head of the Potomac Regatta in
Georgetown on Sept. 29. Other races include: the Occoquan Challenge at Sandy
Run Regional Park on October 6th; the
Occoquan Chase on Oct. 13; the Head of
the Charles Regatta in Boston (girls only)
on Oct. 18; the Head of the Schuylkill Re

Photo Contributed

he Old Dominion Boat Club’s 2013
Select Fall Crew Team wrapped up
its second week of practice this past
Saturday morning at the Dee Campbell
Boathouse in Old Town, where they continued their preparations for a rowing season that kicks off at the end of this month.
Nearly 70 athletes are competing on this
year’s select crew. The athletes, who are
drawn from such area high schools as T.C.
Williams, West Potomac, Georgetown Visitation, and McLean, have been practicing
two hours a day, six days a week since Sept.
3. The practices follow-up on a preseason
camp that was held over the last two weeks
of August and was focused on conditioning
and basic technique.
Practice this past Saturday morning saw
the athletes competing in a 5K head race

See Gearing Up, Page 34

With the sun rising over the Potomac, ODBC Select rowers carry oars to
their racing shell before the start of practice this past Saturday, Sept. 14
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Teaching
Kids
Is Our
Specialty

Introductory Program
$ 20 for 2 Lessons
Includes free uniform • Ages 31⁄2 –12

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

Confidence, Discipline, Respect

AllStarAlexandria.com
703-370-KICK

3223 Duke St. • Alexandria Commons
Next to Panera
Master Instructor Philip Baroody

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic Dancing
Starts Sept 18 – Wed – 6:30 pm
Starts Sept 30 – Mon & Wed – 10:15 am at
Charles Houston Rec Center
Register online at
alexandriava.gov › Recreation
For information,
Call: 202-657-1150
Email: JackisDC@gmail.com
Website: www.Jackis.com

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

GIRL
POWER

Come out for cholesterol, diabetes, lifeline screenings and more. Bring a friend to Zumba, yoga, and line dance classes!
Meet reps from the American Heart Association, American Cancer Society, Lupus Foundation and many others.

• Listen to the Experts in
MINI-LECTURES
• Participate in OPEN PANEL
DISCUSSIONS & Private
Men's and Women's Health
Discussions
Stay on top of your health for yourself
and for those who love you!

• Visit our VENDORS
• Do a DEMO

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS & DEMOS

Saturday, September 28
9 a.m.–3 p.m. • Location:
301 S. Alfred Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

www.alfredstreet.org
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Bulletin Board
From Page 17
Sales Office, 2400 Main Line Blvd. Get updates on
planned development, parks and open spaces
and more. RSVP to 703-746-4146.
Coastal Cleanup. 10 a.m.-noon at Oronoco Bay
Park, 100 Madison St. Help clean the waterways
and collect data about trash and litter. Wear
clothes and shoes that can get dirty. RSVP to
jeremy.hassan@alexandriava.gov or register that
morning.

THROUGH SATURDAY/SEPT. 21
Free Admission. The Old Town Pool will be free
for City residents. Hours are Monday-Friday 6
a.m.-noon and 4-7:30 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday 8
a.m.-4 p.m.; visit www.alexandriava.gov/pools.
Doggie Day Swim. 3-7 p.m. at the Old Town
Pool, 1609 Cameron St. Dogs must be current
on vaccines and remain leashed on pool deck.
Space is limited to 100 dogs in the pool area at
one time. Contact Ralph Baird, Aquatics
Supervisor, at 703-746-5435 or
ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 22
National Falls Prevention Awareness Day.
Free fall risk assessments will be conducted by
physical therapists and physical therapy
assistants from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Kingstowne
Center for Active Adults, 6488 Landsdowne
Center. No registration required. 703-339-7676
TTY 711.
Open House. 1-4 p.m. at the Simpson Park
Demonstration Gardens, located at East Monroe
and Leslie Avenues. Master Gardeners will help
you with your garden, browse flowers, trees and
shrubs that thrive in the area.

MONDAY/SEPT. 23
Tennis Courts Information Meeting. 6:30-8
p.m. in the auditorium at T.C. Williams High
School, 3330 King St. Give input on the design
of the six lighted tennis courts to be constructed
at the school. Free. If you cannot attend this
meeting, but have questions regarding the

32 ❖ Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ September 19-25, 2013

project, contact Monika Szczepaniec of the ACPS
Educational Facilities Planning, Design and
Construction Office at 703-461-4168.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 24
Business Workshop. 8-10:30 a.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. New and
prospective business owners can hear tips from
representatives from Planning & Zoning, Code
Administration, Department of Finance and
more. After the panel, meet one-on-one with city
staff about concerns, questions and more.
Register at www.eventbrite.com/event/
8088289291.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 25
Information Session. 6:30-7:30 p.m. at UMFS,
5400 Shawnee Road, Suite 101. Learn about
becoming a foster parent, get questions
answered and more. To RSVP, 703-941-9008.
For more information, visit www.umfs.org/
foster-careadoption
Workshop. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Department of
Community and Human Services, 2525 Mt.
Vernon Ave. The workshop is designed to help
chart the course the future of the council and
explore innovative ideas for addressing the
needs of previously incarcerated individuals and
developing a plan of action. Free.
Volunteer Orientation. 11 a.m. at Volunteer
Alexandria, 123 N. Alfred St. RSVP is a program
that invites those 55 and older to serve in
meaningful and rewarding volunteer
opportunities. Register for an upcoming
orientation at www.VolunteerAlexandria.org
and select the senior tab. Contact Courtney
Kurzweil at CKurzweil@volunteerfairfax.org or
703-403-5360.
Addiction Recovery Month Community
Celebration. 4-7 p.m. at Lee Center, 1108
Jefferson St. State Sen. George Barker will be
the guest speaker. Learn about drug and alcohol
abuse prevention and recovery and how to
support someone entering into or continuing in
recovery. The celebration will include a talent
show, barbeque, live music, moon bounce and
door prizes. Contact James Green at 703-7465919 or james.green@alexandriava.gov.
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People
Ring Them Bells

lexandria Mayor Bill Euille
stepped into the role of wedding
officiate Sept. 8, performing the
nuptials of local restaurateur
Bill Blackburn and fiancé Megan Rossmann
aboard the Cherry Blossom literally hours
after returning from an overseas trip to Taiwan.
“I’m feeling great,” said Euille, who has
performed more than 35 wedding ceremonies since taking office in 2003. “Most
couples want something short and sweet,
maybe 10 minutes or less, and pretty much
leave it to me what to say.”
Euille returned earlier that morning from
a 10-day trip to Taipei, one of only 10 mayors from across the country to participate
in a program sponsored by the Taiwan Economic Council.
“We did have a back-up plan in case he
didn’t make it back on time,” said
Blackburn, co-owner and partner with
“Mango” Mike Anderson in Del Ray’s Pork
Barrel BBQ, Holy Cow and The Sushi Bar.
“Sheriff [Dana] Lawhorne was ready to step
in for us but thankfully Bill made it home

A
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Mayor performs
nuptials of Del Ray
restaurateur.

Alexandria Mayor Bill Euille,
officiates at the Sept. 8 wedding of
Pork Barrel BBQ co-owner Bill
Blackburn and fiancé Megan
Rossmann.
safely and on time.”
Euille has officiated at ceremonies
throughout the city, including Gadsby’s Tavern, the Lyceum and City Hall.
“The first ceremony I performed was actually at Theismann’s Restaurant,” Euille
said. “The couple had met there and waited
until I was elected so that I could perform
the ceremony.”
A regular at Pork Barrel BBQ, Euille has
become a friend to Blackburn and
Rossmann.
“Megan and I love Alexandria,” Blackburn
said. “This is our home now so we thought
it would be an honor to have the leader of
the city officiate at our wedding.”
— Jeanne Theismann
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TCHOUPITOULAS
Fine Furnishings and Interior Design
Tradition with a Twist

Sports

ODBC Select Crew Gears
Up for Fall Rowing Season
From Page 30

End of Season Sale!
Saturday, September 21 & Sunday, September 22
50% off everything in the store
30% off Special Orders
Active Duty & retired US Military ALWAYS receive an additional 10% off of sale

210 N. Lee Street ~ Alexandria ~ 703-299-0145

www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com
Monday through Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday and Sunday 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm

gatta in Philadelphia on Oct. 27; and, the
Head of the Occoquan Regatta on Nov. 3.
The fall 2013 season continues a long
rowing tradition for the Old Dominion Boat
Club. Founded in 1880, ODBC is one of the
oldest boat clubs in the United States. It’s
also the birthplace of scholastic rowing in
Alexandria, and the place where, in 1947,
ODBC members Julian Whitestone and Jack
Franklin began teaching the sport to young
men from George Washington and Francis
Hammond High Schools.
As the sport’s popularity began to grow,
Franklin and Whitestone established the
Alexandria Crew Boosters to help meet and

School Notes
Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.
The following high school seniors from T.C.
Williams High School were named semifinalists in
the National Merit Scholarship Program: Carter
Goodwin, Brendan Kerwin and Stephen
Lockett.
Bum Chul Kwon earned a doctor of philoso-

34 ❖ Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ September 19-25, 2013

manage the growing demand. By 1960, the
program had grown to the point that the
Alexandria city public school system and the
crew boosters took over prime responsibility from the Old Dominion Boat Club. This
evolved into the T.C. Williams High School
varsity rowing program.
In late 1998, then-ODBC President Steve
Danzig and Rowing Committee chairman
Jim Dooley (GWHS crew alumnus ’67) approached Alexandria crew boosters with a
proposal that ODBC once again sponsor
youth crews. ODBC Select Rowing was the
result. Starting in 1999, rowers wore the
ODBC colors of orange and black for the
first time in many years.

phy degree from the Graduate School at Purdue
University.
Hailee Reeder of Alexandria has enrolled as
a first-year member of the Class of 2017 at
McMurry University in Abilene, Texas. Reeder is
majoring in art education.
Amy Howard of Alexandria received a master
of science degree in education from Wilkes University.
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