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Republican gubernatorial candidate Ken Cuccinelli

Battleground Northern Virginia

By MICHAEL LEE PoPE
THE CONNECTION

or many years, Northern Virginia

has been written off by both par-

ties as a Democratic stronghold —

a place where Republicans simply
try to cut their losses while they focus on
the rest of the commonwealth. But this elec-
tion cycle may be different. All three of the
gubernatorial candidates are from Fairfax
County. And recent statewide candidates
have not been able to win without picking
off selected jurisdictions in Northern Vir-
ginia.

‘As you look at Northern Virginia that’s
further from Washington, you see a more
Republican area — Prince William, west-
ern Fairfax, Fauquier,” said Stephen
Farnsworth, professor at University of Mary
Washington. “That’s where the real action
is in Northern Virginia politics.”

As Election Day draws closer and televi-
sion becomes a virtual battlefield for atten-
tion, a real battle is brewing on the ground
here in Northern Virginia. Candidates and
their advisors are looking at the path to vic-
tory back in 2009 for Republican Bob
McDonnell, who won Prince William
County, Fairfax County and Fauquier
County. Although this race is likely to be
closer than 2009, the importance of North-
ern Virginia is looming larger than ever.

“I don’t expect Ken Cuccinelli to actually
win Fairfax County, which Bob McDonnell
actually managed to do in 2009,” said Geoff
Skelley, analyst with the University of Vir-
ginia Center for Politics. “Cuccinelli will do
very poorly in Reston or Annandale, so just
because he’s from Fairfax doesn’t mean he
has appeal throughout the county.”

ONE OF THE QUIRKS of Virginia poli-
tics is that the gubernatorial elections fol-
low presidential elections, a phenomenon
that has frequently seen voters reject the
party that won the White House the previ-
ous year. But a look at the numbers tells a
different story. Although 3.7 million voters
cast a ballot in 2008, fewer than 2 million
votes participated the next year. That means
that election officials are expecting about
half of last year’s turnout, which included
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Democratic gubernatorial candidate Terry McAuliffe
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Supporters of both major party candidates for governor rally at the
entrance to the Capital One campus in McLean on Wednesday, Sept. 25,
just before Ken Cuccinelli (R) and Terry McAuliffe (D) participated in an
hour-long debate sponsored by the Fairfax Chamber of Commerce.

a record-breaking 3.8 million votes.

“For [Democrat Terry] McAuliffe, the goal
is to get as many voters out as possible,”
said Skelley. “For Cuccinelli, the goal is to
hold down the margins.”

According to Census data, Northern Vir-
ginia expanded its population about 24 per-
cent in the last decade —°growing from 2.6
million from 2.1 million. Northern Virginia
is the most populous region of the common-
wealth and the Washington Metropolitian
Area. And the rate of growth here far out-
paces other urban areas in Virginia, includ-
ing Richmond and Hampton Roads. That
means rural and outlying areas are experi-
encing an erosion of influence, particularly
in western parts of the state and Southside.

“The big problem for Republicans state-
wide is how they do in the more rapidly
suburbanizing areas,” said Farnsworth.
“This is true in Northern Virginia and in the
Richmond area.”

DURING THE GUBERNATORIAL debate
last week, Republican Ken Cuccinelli was
trying to establish himself as the choice for
Northern Virginia. He mentioned the region
five times, and he tried to use his experi-

ence representing Fairfax County in the
General Assembly to his advantage. When
the issue of the government shutdown was
raised, Cuccinelli responded with a direct
appeal to residents of the region who have
strong economic ties to the federal govern-
ment.

“I'm a Northern Virginian. I've lived up
here my whole life,” said Cuccinelli. “We’re
already seeing in the Virginia economy the
problems associated with the uncertainty
of federal budgeting as it is, both in North-
ern Virginia and in Southeastern Virginia
in the Hampton Roads area.”

Despite the fact that the debate took place
in Tysons Corner, the McAuliffe did not
point out that he has lived in Fairfax County
for more than 20 years. Instead, the Demo-
crat attempted to portray himself as the best
candidate for the interests of Northern Vir-
ginia voters. At one point, he pointed out
Fairfax Chamber of Commerce president
and CEO Jim Corcoran in the front row and
mentioned he agreed with the chamber’s
position on Medicaid expansion. Later in the
debate, he argued that Cuccinelli’s tax pro-
posal would hurt Northern Virginia.

“What it would mean to Fairfax County
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What role will the region
play in the election?

to be losing this revenue,” said McAuliffe.
“What it would mean to Sharon Bulova and
Fairfax County and the loss of teachers at a
time we should be investing in our teach-
ers, investing in those STEM courses, sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math,”
said McAuliffe. “His plan literally would
force us to lay off thousands of teachers.”

THE TENSION within the region was evi-
dent in recent weeks as business leaders
across Northern Virginia began issuing their
endorsements. The first was from the po-
litical arm of the Northern Virginia Tech-
nology Council, which endorsed Cuccinelli
last month. But that announcement was
delayed after some internal dissension
within the organization, which led to a se-
ries of accusations and counter-accusations.
The drama surrounding the delay of the
endorsement became a talking point for
Republicans eager to portray McAuliffe as
a Washington insider.

“I am appalled that Terry McAuliffe and
other prominent Democrats would threaten
to hold the legislative agenda of Northern
Virginia business leaders hostage to their
political agenda,” said Republican House of
Delegates Speaker Bill Howell in a written
statement. “That might work in Washing-
ton, but it is unacceptable here in Virginia.”

Hours after Cuccinelli and McAuliffe de-
bated each other at the Fairfax Chamber of
Commerce’s forum, the organization issued
its own endorsement for the Democrat. In
a statement explaining the endorsement,
the business group praised McAuliffe for
opposing mandatory project labor agree-
ments and supporting Virginia’s
longstanding right-to-work law. The cham-
ber also mentioned his support for accept-
ing federal funds for Medicaid expansion
and his support of the transportation fund-
ing package that passed the General Assem-
bly earlier this year — both of which were
opposed by the Republican candidate.

“In terms of the priorities of the North-
ern Virginia business community,” said
Corcoran in a written statement, “Mr.
McAuliffe’s policy positions and proposals
closely align with the Fairfax Chamber’s leg-
islative agenda.”
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NEWS

A slate of candidates,
both incumbents and
challengers vying for
seats in Virginia’s state
legislature, attended a
candidates’ forum at the
Vienna American Legion
Post 180 on Saturday,
Sept. 28 to talk social
justice issues.

PHOTOS BY,
VICTORIA Ross/
THE CONNECTION

Social Justice Matters

SALT forum gives candidates a chance to tell voters
where they stand on social justice issues.

By VicToRIA Ross
THE CONNECTION

s the countdown to elec-

tion day begins, most

candidates are laser-fo-

used on promoting

themselves as the one who really

does put jobs and the economy
first.

But one group also thinks vot-

ers should know where candidates

—

stand on social justice issues when
they go to the polls Nov. 5.

“Our elected officials have a
great deal of influence on the com-
mon good, so it’s reasonable that
we find out where candidates

From left—Del. Mark Keam
(D-35), Del. Ken Plum (D-
36) and Del. Vivian Watts
(D-39) attended a candi-
dates’ forum at the Vienna
American Legion Post 180

- '__ -,

Stephen Clermont, research
director of Every Child
Matters Education Fund,

stand on these issues,” said John
Horejsi, founder of SALT (Social
Action Linking Together), a non-
partisan, faith-based advocacy
group started in 1983.

“We’re here to see where candi-
dates stand today,” said Horejsi at SALT’s annual
candidates’ forum held at the Vienna American Le-
gion Post 180 on Saturday, Sept. 28. A slate of can-
didates, both incumbents and challengers vying for
seats in Virginia’s General Assembly, attended the
forum. They included incumbent delegates Ken Plum
(D-36); Mark Keam (D-35); Vivian Watts (D-39); Jim
LeMunyon (R-67); and Mark Sickles (D-43). Chal-
lengers included Patrice Winter, the Republican who
is challenging David Bulova (D-37); Democrat
Jerrold Foltz, who is challenging Republican Tim
Hugo (D-40); Democrat Ed Deitsch, who is challeng-
ing Republican incumbent Dave Albo (R-42); Demo-
crat Hung Nguyen, who is challenging LeMunyon;
and Democrat Jennifer Boysko, who is challenging
Tom Rust (R-86). Democrat Marcus Simon (D) also
attended the forum. He is facing Brad Tidwell (R) in
the 53rd district, an open seat to replace the previ-
ous incumbent, Jim Scott, who is retiring.

this election.

STEPHEN CLERMONT, research director of Every
Child Matters Education Fund, started the event as
the keynote speaker, reciting some sobering statis-
tics about Virgina’s children:

*More than 280,000 children in Virginia live in
poverty;

*More than 18,000 children are homeless;

*One in every six children doesn’t have enough to

4 % GREAT FALLs CONNECTION <« OCTOBER 2-8, 2013

on Saturday, Sept. 28 to
talk social justice issues.
Plum is one of only two
state delegates unopposed

was the keynote speaker at
SALT’s candidates’ forum at
the Vienna American Le-
gion Post 180 on Saturday,
Sept. 28.

eat, and 148,000 have no health insurance.

“Children need you to make their voices heard,”
Clermont said. “What are you going to tell children
about the schools you closed, or a child not able to
see a doctor?”

Clermont said ECM believes that a top priority for
government “must be helping children survive and
thrive.”

“Failing our children today is not just morally
wrong; it’s counterproductive, ultimately leaving us
less competitive in the global society,” Horejsi said.

After Clermont’s keynote address, Horejsi invited
each candidate to give a one-minute “elevator
speech” about their issues, and then opened the floor
to the audience, who submitted written questions
for candidates. The questions touched on a wide
variety of topics, ranging from prison reform, trans-
portation, immigration reform, Medicaid expansion,
uranium mining and corporate tax breaks.

Del. Vivian Watts (D-39) was emphatic when she
answered a question about the cost of the federal
food stamp cuts being passed down to states:

“Let’s be clear: this is no small thing for the state,”
Watts said. “This is people’s food. This is people’s
lives. This is the difference between families being
able to feed their children or paying the rent.”

See SociAL JusTICE, PAGE 9

Residential Studios
Put on Hold

Supervisors establish committee,
plan additional public outreach.

t the recommendation
of Chairman Sharon
Bulova (D-At-Large)

and Supervisor Michael Frey
(R-Sully), the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors on Tues-
day deferred its Nov. 20 public
hearing on a proposed residen-
tial studios (RSUs) amendment
to conduct additional commu-
nity outreach.

The board also established a
Planning Commission Residen-
tial Studios Committee.

“It is important that the
County hear from the various
stakeholders affected by the
proposed residential studios
amendment,” Bulova said.

“The Planning Commission’s
Residential Studios Committee
will provide an engagement
process with the goals of ad-
dressing and resolving ques-
tions and concerns associated
with the RSU amendment. I en-
courage residents to participate
in the process,” Bulova added.

ON JULY 30 - in a move de-
signed to increase affordable
housing options for working-
class individuals - the board
unanimously voted to authorize
a public hearing on a proposed
zoning ordinance amendment
regarding residential studio
units (RSUs) that would permit
RSU use in various residential,
commercial and industrial dis-
tricts by special exception or in
all planned development dis-
tricts.

“There is a tremendous need
for housing at all income levels
in Fairfax County,” Chairman
Sharon Bulova said after the
July 30 vote. “Permitting resi-
dential studios is an excellent
way to accommodate lower in-
come rental units and provide
more housing choices for our
residents. RSUs can be a great
tool for providing efficiency
apartments for our younger
entry level workers, for seniors
and others who may not need
or want a lot of space.”

In the past 40 years, Fairfax
County has become one of the
wealthiest counties in the na-
tion. As land prices soared, the
creation of low to moderate
priced housing plummeted.

For several years, county offi-
cials have grappled with hous-
ing options that will aid efforts

to end homelessness, accommo-
date the area’s aging single
population, and increase afford-
able housing for a workforce
earning less than 60 percent of
the area median income (AMI).

Donna Pesto, the county’s se-
nior assistant to the zoning ad-
ministrator, said the proposal
would not change the building
codes, and would apply to
rental units only.

Under the proposal, Pesto
said there could be no more
than 75 residential studio units
in a building and a minimum
of 80 percent of units have to
be affordable to low-income
earners, those making about
$45,000 per year or less. The
maximum square footage for
the units would be 500 square
feet, plus a bathroom and
kitchen.

BUT PUBLIC REACTION to
the proposal has been less than
enthusiastic. Despite assur-
ances from county planners
that RSUs would not be devel-
oped in ways that would
dampen property values, many
residents and homeowners
groups voiced opposition to the
proposal.

In order to address commu-
nity concerns members of the
Planning Commission have sug-
gested a process for encourag-
ing engagement in changes to
the advertised ordinance.

The Committee will provide
opportunities for detailed con-
sideration of the Zoning Ordi-
nance Amendment by Planning
Commissioners, citizens, and
other stakeholders through five
scheduled Committee meet-
ings. All meetings will be open
to the public and will allow op-
portunities for discussion.

The Planning Commission
will continue to conduct Work
Sessions scheduled for Sept. 25
and Oct. 2 at the Fairfax County
Government Center.

Following the Work Sessions,
the Residential Studios Commit-
tee will convene in late October
with further meetings in No-
vember, December, and January,
and a public hearing in late Feb-
ruary. The public hearing cur-
rently slated for Nov. 19, 2013
will be rescheduled.

— VICTORIA ROss

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



® Inova is the only local health system with all five
Ive o u o of its hospitals ranked among the DC region’s
top 15 by U.S. News & World Report.
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Inova Mount Vernon Hospital Inova Fair Oaks Hospital

Inova Loudoun Hospital

No matter where you live in the Washington, DC area, you can trust that
world-class healthcare Is just right around the corner at any one of Inova’s five
hospitals. U.S. News & World Report has also ranked Inova Fairfax Hospital the
#1 hospital in the DC area for the second straight year, and it’s the only hospital in

the region to be ranked among the nation's best in women's and children's care. [": I N Ov A

Atlnova, we are leading the future of health. Learn more at Join the future of health.
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Cornwell Farm, a h1stor1c property in Great Falls, is now for sale.

Historic Home Hits Market

By ALEXx MCVEIGH
THE CONNECTION

ornwell Farm, a 13.1-acre his-

toric property located within a

mile of the Great Falls Village

Centre, has been listed for sale
by the HBC Realty Group (Keller Williams)
of McLean.

The four bedroom, 3.5 bathroom home
was built around 1831, and was accepted
to the National Register of Historic Places
in April 1977.

“It is scenically important in that it is the
major architectural element to be seen

along the historic Georgetown Pike, the first
road in the state to be designated a Virginia
By-Way,” reads the National Register of His-
toric Places. “Built in 1831, the house, with
its Georgian outline, displays the architec-
tural conservatism characteristic of the re-
gion. The house is well crafted, its Flemish-
bond brickwork is exceptionally fine, being
of a quality comparable to finest
townhouses of Georgetown or Alexandria.”
According to the register, the two-story
Georgian house differs from the Greek re-
vival style that was popular at the time.
The house is 5,102 square feet, and fea-
tures 10-foot high ceilings, plaster walls,

A3LNdILINOD) SOLOH

A room at Cornwell Farm in Great Falls, which 1ncludes built-in shelving.

The property, on the National Register of Historic Places, is for sale.

nine wood burning fireplaces and four
chimneys. It also features original glass
blown windows, two libraries, a full dining
room with built-in china cabinets and a fam-
ily room with custom built-in shelving and
painted woodwork.

The property is divided into two parcels,
an 8.1-acre parcel that includes the historic
home, a horse barn and caretaker’s cottage,
and a five-acre parcel with an easement for
egress.

The land was originally part of Great Falls
Manor, a 12,588-acre property once owned
by Lord Fairfax. It was made into a farm as
early as 1801 by John Jackson, who even-

Cornwell Farm for sale.

tually constructed the house as a home for
his daughter, Julia Jackson Davis.

The property was used as an encampment
for Union soldiers during the Civil War. Prior
to a restoration, soldiers’ names from New
York, Connecticut and New Jersey, among
others, were inscribed on the plaster walls.

The house was restored under the super-
vision of architect Theodore Dominick from
1936 to 1937. The restoration included the
addition of a two-story wing and porch on
the south end.

The property is being listed at $4.9 mil-
lion. More information can be found at
www.hbcrealtygroup.com.

TWO POOR TEACHERS

§
Put the ZiP
on Homelessness
ANNUAL JEANS DAY FAIRFAX

3rd Annual Jeans Day:
Putting the ZIP on Homelessness

Friday, October 18, 2013

Help end Preventing and Ending

homelessness %WFJ(’/E(J’JFHS jfj
in our Fairfax-Falls Church Community Partnership

. fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless
community. e
Get involved! CONNECTION
Register and allow your Newspapers & Online

The Connection ta Your Comimsnity

www ConneclionMewspapers cam

employees or members
to wear jeans to work
on Friday, October 18, . Fairfax COUNTY

in exlchange for Z $5 l& Chamber o COMMERCE
employee contribution

to the Fairfax-Falls =
Church Community
Partnership to Prevent
& End Homelessness!

jeansday2013-eorg.eventbrite.com

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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Free Estimates

703-969-1179

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Handyman Services
Available!!

Bath Packages
Available!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorieachers.com

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999
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affordable price. Our references include your neighbors.

VIENNA FLOORS

HARDWOOD—CARPET-WOOD LAMINATES—CERAMIC TILE-SHEET VINYL
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SHOP THE COMPETITION FIRST!
703-938-3160

Then come to us for the best selection of quality
products and professional installation, all at an

SE HABLA ESPANOL

ESTABLISHED IN 1984
208 DOMINION ROAD e VIENNA, VA

WWW.VIENNAFLOORS.COM
Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:00 am-5:30 pm e Sat: 9:00 am—4:30 pm
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PEOPLE

Celebrating Love at
Farmers Market

Emily Doerman, registered dietitian and
certified chef, daughter of Randall
Doerman, M.D. and Denise Doerman, RD,
will be at the farmers market this Saturday,
Oct. 5 for the last Saturday before her mar-
riage to Ben Frizell the following Saturday.
Emily has been the nutritionist/chef at the
Great Falls Farmers market just about ev-
ery Saturday since last winter, demonstrat-
ing how to eat nutritiously and deliciously.
People have come by to say what a differ-
ence she has made in helping them adapt
their cooking techniques and use of fresh
vegetables to prepare healthy foods for the
nutritionally challenged family members of
all ages.

In celebration of this big event, the farm-
ers market is preparing a beautiful celebra-
tion and you are invited. We will have lovely
cakes, homemade ice cream, fresh apple ci-
der, decorations and an atmosphere of joy
as we show Emily and Ben our delight in
their commitment to each other. All of the
vendors already know how dedicated they
are. What other guy would wake up at the

BULLETIN BOARD
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Emily Doerman, RD/chef, makes
zucchini pasta with homemade
tomato sauce from Great Falls
Farmers Market ingredients pur-
chased that morning.

crack of dawn to help his girlfriend set up
her tent and sit there in the freezing cold all
winter, spring and summer to make sure
everything goes well? Only love knows the
importance of just being there for the other.

— KATHLEEN MURPHY

To have community events listed in the Connection, send to mclean@connectionnewspapers.com. The
deadline for submissions is the Friday prior to publication.

THURSDAY/OCT. 3

The Great Falls Memory Cafe will meet from 2-
4 p.m. at Andrew Chapel United Methodist
Church in Vienna. The memory cafe is a casual
social meeting venue for those with progressive
memory or cognitive impairment and their
caregivers. Call Carol Blackwell 571-236-6933
for more details.

SUNDAY/OCT. 6

Blessing of the Animals. 5 p.m., at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 6715 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. A celebration of St. Francis of Assisi
who is remembered for his love of animals, in
which dogs, cats, birds, turtles, guinea pigs,
goats, horses and any other creature may be
blessed; treats are available for all. 703-356-
4902 or www.stjohnsmclean.org.

TUESDAY/OCT. 8

Political Debates. 7 p.m., at the Great Falls
Grange, 9818 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. The
Great Falls Citizens Association holds a
summary and vote on the budget and briefing
on the school bond referendum, followed by a
program at 7:45 p.m. with Q&A from delegate
candidates Republican incumbent Barbara
Comstock and Democratic challenger Kathleen
Murphy, both longtime McLean residents;
Fairfax County sheriff candidates do a following
Q&A presentation with candidates Republican
Bryan Wolfe and a substitute speaking on behalf
of Democrat Stacey Kinkaid, who attends a
concurrent League of Women Voter’s event.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 9

Chronic Pain Support Group. 1:30-3:30 p.m.,
at the Kaplan Center for Integrative Medicine,
6829 Elm Street, Suite 300, McLean. The Kaplan
Center for Integrative Medicine and The Pain
Connection offer a free monthly support group
for people suffering with chronic pain. The
purpose of the group is to provide a forum for
individuals suffering with chronic pain and
illness to share their struggles and strategies for
staying as healthy and hopeful as
possible.Topics of discussion include
constructive ways of coping with physical
limitations, relationships, work and more. 703-
532-4892

AAUW Makes a Difference. 7 p.m., at Patrick
Henry Library at 101 E. Maple Ave., Vienna. The
Vienna branch of the AAUW explains their

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

support for pay equity, human and civil rights,
and public education since 1881. 703-321-7499.

THURSDAY/OCT. 10

Great Falls Writer’s Group. Noon-2 p.m., at the
Great Falls Library (Large conference room),
9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. The Great
Falls Writer’s Group (GFWG) joins for in-depth
discussion on the joys and challenges of writing,
and how to make it more of a part of daily life.
Great Falls author Kristin Clark Taylor leads the
group discussion. Local writers and authors are
invited to take part in the twice-a-month
meetings. 703-757-8560.

NARFE Chapter Meeting. 1:30 p.m., at the
Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry St.,
Vienna. Gayle Nelson from Blue Cross, Blue
Shield and Delegate Mark Keam and challenger
Leiann Luse discuss the upcoming election. The
meeting is free and is open to all members and
their guests. 703-938-7346.

Life in the Community Workshop. 6:30-9:30
p.m., at Lake Braddock Secondary School, 9200
Burke Lake Road, Burke. Career and transition
advice at a free resource fair for students of all
ages with disabilities and their families.
Participants will learn about vocational,
residential, leisure, recreational, independent
living and advocacy options for students eligible
for ongoing employment and community support
services after graduation. http://www.fcps.edu/
cco/pre/resources/events/index.shtml.

SATURDAY/OCT. 12

Women’s Conference, “Set Your Heart on
Fire.” 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at The Antioch Christian
Church, 1860 Beulah Road in Vienna. Guest
speaker Patty Houser, writer and teacher, leads
with the topic of renewing passion for God at
the free conference with a complimentary
luncheon. The public is invited.
antiochchristianchurchviennava@gmail.com or
www.antiochdoc.org.

TUESDAY/OCT. 15

Providence District Meet and Greet. 7-9 p.m.,
at Thoreau Middle School, 2505 Cedar Lane,
Vienna. Qualified candidates for sheriff and
state delegates for Districts 35, 37, 41, and 53
are invited. Meet the candidates in the
bandroom. Co-sponsored by the League of
Women Voters of the Fairfax Area and the
Providence District Council. 703-532-4417 or
peggy.knightl @verizon.net.

Our goal
s simple:

To make it
all better.

That's why Inova and Children's National
Health System teamed up to create Pediatric
Specialists of Virginia, with top specialists
working to provide kids with world-class care
throughout Virginia.

Pediatric Specialists
o Virginia
¥, ChildrensNational” @ INOVA

Visit us at one of several locations across Northern Virginia.
703 876-2788 PediatricSpecialistsVA.org
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OPINION
Virginia’s Easy Access to Guns

A parent asks why
background checks
aren’t better.

By RuTH HOFFMAN

ow do you respond to a 7-year-old

when she comes home from school

and says “we did our bad man drill
today Mommy, but don’t worry it was just for
practice, no one really came into our school to
shoot us”?

After the Sandy Hook Elementary
school shooting on Dec. 14, 2012, I
learned that this was a routine drill she
had been doing since she started kin-
dergarten in 2011. It was only after
Sandy Hook that I had discovered that fact. So
what else did I not know? As it turned out —
plenty.

Like so many, I was horrified by what had
happened in Newtown and as a mother of a 6-
year- and 3-year-old, at the time, I wanted to
do what any mother would do and find out
what precautions my schools were taking. Cer-
tainly our schools in Fairfax were safer from
gun violence than, say, the schools where I
grew up in rural Brookville, Kansas where guns
were prevalent. I embarked on this journey and
made some startling discoveries.

First, I attended our PTO meeting in Febru-
ary and listened to our principal explain what
they could and could not do — there were limi-
tations and budget constraints, and that our
school was at a greater risk of a shooting from
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a custody dispute or domestic violence than a
mass shooting. While I acknowledged his com-
ments, it was unsettling to learn he prepares
for risks of gun violence stemming from cus-
tody disputes.

Soon after, I discovered that Virginia is
among the states that allow open carry. When
I was in my grocery store and saw a customer
wearing a “I shoot to kill” t-shirt, I asked the
manager if weapons were banned from the
store. He replied that Virginia was an open
carry state but he reassured me that patrons
would have to openly display weapons if they
carried them.

That led me to my third discovery and that
was the facts around concealed weapon
permits in Virginia. When I think of
someone with a concealed weapon per-
mit I think of someone with extensive
training. But the threshold in Virginia
was lowered in 2009. Virginia enacted a law
allowing an applicant to demonstrate compe-
tence with a gun by participating in electronic,
video, or online training. Essentially all that is
needed is an internet connection, a printer, and
small fee. Handling a gun is not a prerequi-
site.

I discovered these revelations about the time
Congress failed to pass a background check,
which brought me to my fourth discovery —
Virginia does not require universal background
checks.

The only thing more startling than learning
of the low thresholds and deficiencies in back-
ground checks was the revelation that the tra-
jectory over the past 10 years has been to
weaken gun laws in Virginia.

I want complete and thorough background

checks before someone purchases a gun in Vir-
ginia. Why would anyone not want that, espe-
cially in light of Virginia’s existing laws allow-
ing open carry and granting a low bar for con-
cealed permits? I want to know that if I'm in
my local grocery store shopping for milk and
eggs that the customer next to me with a con-
cealed weapon purchased the gun through a
background check. I want to know that any
risk stemming from a custody dispute or do-
mestic violence, which could spill over into my
school, has been mitigated by a law that re-
quires a background check. And most impor-
tantly, I want to prevent dangerous weapons
from falling into the hands of criminals, vio-
lent abusers, and the dangerously mentally ill.

I listened to the governor’s debate on Sept.
25. In a post-Newtown and Navy Yard context,
I welcomed Mr. McAuliffe’s strong position for
universal background checks. As a mother, my
first priority is protecting my children. A can-
didate seeking the highest elected office in Vir-
ginia should have the wellbeing of all of our
children among his highest priorities. Gun vio-
lence is a growing threat in this society with
Virginia Tech, Tuscan, Aura, Newtown and the
Navy Yard. For such a serious issue we need
serious solutions from serious candidates not
what the NRA is serving up which is a cam-
paign of distraction to excuse the violence com-
mitted with guns.

As far as seeking the right words to respond
to my daughter’s declaration about their “bad
man drills” — I haven’t found the right words,
I just hug her and thank God it was just a drill
and she made it through the day safely.

Ruth Hoffman is a resident of McLean.

A Tireless
Advocate

To the Editor:

It is nearing that time again, to
choose our elected representative
for delegate to the Virginia House
of Delegates, and [ want to tell you
why I think we should continue to
support our current delegate, Bar-
bara Comstock.

She has been a highly dedicated
advocate on a host of issues of
importance to the residents of
Northern Virginia, and to name
only a few of them: increased state
support for more of our high
school graduates going to in-state
colleges and universities such as
UVA; helping the Great Falls com-
munity achieve protection of
Georgetown Pike during negotia-
tions with the Virginia Department
of Transportation; and promoting
legislation to help those in the
military service achieve their goal
of a college degree, and promot-
ing more charter schools in Vir-
ginia.

Barbara is in Great Falls very

often and demonstrates her dedi-
cation, and while here in our town,
Barbara actively listens to the is-
sues raised by her constituency,
and then takes them on during leg-
islative sessions in Richmond.

For example, Barbara intro-
duced the legislation that was
passed and signed this year, that
promotes improved testing and
diagnosis for Lyme Disease, and
she was recognized for this by lo-
cal advocates and the National
Lyme Disease Association.

She seeks to engage people of
all ages, for example, she created
a Young Women’s Leadership Pro-
gram, exposing bright young
people to today’s issues of impor-
tance such as combating human
trafficking and promoting adop-
tion of homeless children. In this
way, Barbara helps prepare them
to address the issues of today and
to become the leaders of tomor-
TOW.

Barbara tirelessly advocates for
a better business climate in the
State, especially to support small
businesses, the main job creators.
Barbara has been effective, espe-
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cially in sponsoring legislation that
promotes high tech small busi-
nesses such as her bill to promote
data centers in Northern Virginia,
as well as companies on the fore-
front of developing cyber-security
technology. Numerous business
organizations have endorsed her
candidacy, including the Chamber
of Commerce, National Federation
of Independent Business and Vir-
ginia Association of Realtors.

She is also an advocate of effi-
cient government and saving tax-
payer dollars. Barbara wrote the
law for competitive bidding that
saved nearly $400 million for con-
struction on the Dulles Rail and
she also defends Virginia as a
right-to-work State.

There are many more examples
of Barbara’s highly principled lead-
ership and representation of which
others are probably aware, but
from my perspective, Barbara
Comstock is clearly the delegate
we should all vote for in the No-
vember election.

Glen Sjoblom
Great Falls

Learning About
Polluted Runoff

To the Editor:

My name is Benji Prickett, I at-
tend Kilmer Middle School.
Lately we have been learning
about the Chesapeake Bay water-
shed and the dangers of runoff.
Runoff can carry sediments,
rocks, pollutants and also fertil-
izers and pesticides.CFertilizers
and pesticides especially can be
very dangerous; they can kill the
wildlife in the bay and can also
stop recreational activities like
fishing, boating and swimming,
just to name a few. I hope that
we can cut back on using spray
pesticides on our lawns. My fam-
ily has been doing this for many
years and our lawns look fine.
Currently our bay is very pol-
luted, but if we where to cut back
on pesticides our bay would be
so much better for everyone and
every thing.

Benji Prickett
Great Falls
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Social
Justice
Discussed

FrROM PACE 4

A question about corporate in-
fluence and tax breaks kicked off
a lively exchange about ALEC, the
conservative national consortium
of state politicians and corpora-
tions vilified as a PAC aimed at
increasing corporate profits at the
public’s expense.

In recent years, Virginia legisla-
tors have been criticized for pro-
posing boilerplate ALEC legislation
that would, among other things,
dilute voting rights legislation,
limit corporate liability for harm
caused to consumers and give busi-
ness tax credits to fund private
school tuition for needy students.

‘As someone who’s actually at-
tended an ALEC meeting, I agree
with some of the stuff, but not ev-
erything,” said Del. Jim LeMunyon
(R-67), the only Republican in-
cumbent who attended the ses-
sion. “There are one or two bills
that interested me, and some that
are just off the wall.”

Horejsi sparred politely with
LeMunyon over how much corpo-
rate tax breaks cost Virginia’s tax-
payers.

“Seems like corporations get a
lot of unfair breaks,” Horejsi said.

Hung Nguyen, a small-business
owner and political refugee from
Vietnam who is trying to unseat
LeMunyon, vowed to “close corpo-
rate tax holes,” and said he would
push legislation that stops corpo-
rations “who continue to make
money on the backs of the poor.”

Jennifer Boysko, who is chal-
lenging Del. Tom Rust, the Repub-
lican incumbent in the 86th dis-
trict, said she “strongly opposes”
much of the ALEC agenda, includ-
ing the “takeover bill” of schools.
A former aide to Fairfax County
Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville), Boysko said she has
“a strong background and commit-
ment to social justice issues.”

Del. Mark Keam (D-35) struck a
bipartisan note by giving kudos to
Governor Bob McDonnell for help-
ing pass the historic transportation
bill last session and the governor’s
efforts on prison reform.

“Today’s interchange with can-
didates was invigorating,” Horejsi
said of the forum.

THE EVENT was co-sponsored by
Virginia Organizing (VO); Virginia
Citizens United for Rehabilitation
of Errants (CURE); and the Vir-
ginia Coalition of Latino American
Organizations (VACOLAO).
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Landon School prepares
talented boys for productive
lives as accomplished,
responsible and caring men.

é" WWW.LANDON.NET
301-320-1067

An independent,
non-sectarian, college
preparatory day school
for boys in grades 3-12
located in
Bethesda, Maryland.

Visit an Open House
at Landon this fall!

QOcober 10 - 9 a.m.
October 24 - 7 pm.
November 10 - 1 p.m.

Get discounts up to 40%.

Saving money is Important, That's why you can count on me to
get you all the discounts you deserve.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.

CALL ME TODAY.

G Stephen Dulaney, Agent
731 C Walker Road

Great Falis, YA 22066

Bus: 703-759-4155
www.gstephendulaney.com

oo StateFarm-

*Discounts vary by state

Hate Farm, Home Difice, Bloormngion, IL

HELP WANTED

Part-time graphic artist

needed on Wednesdays to help with page layout,
ad design and photo processing in small, very busy
department in Old Town Alexandria, walking
distance to King St. Metro. More hours available
some weeks. Send letter, resume to resumes
@connectionnewspapers.com

NEWSPAPERS

Great Falls

$779,000

747 Ellsworth Ave, Great Falls, VA 22066

4 BR, 3 BAs, 2500 f, Built 1962, 0.56

ol Acre(s). Flreplace Central AC, Securlty

| System, Wood Floors, Appliances Included,
Basement, Bonus/Great Room, Central

| desirable Green Actes community of Great
Falls, minutes from the village with excellent
restaurants and shopping. The house has
been completely renovated. All the bathroom
fixtures are new. The wood floor has been

redone and finished to a contemporary finish. New kitchen appliances. The landscaping has been
designed and new plants have been placed. The property is completely fenced in. The school
district is one of the best in the country ES: Great Falls, MS: Cooper, HS: Langley. A Must See.

| For Sale by Owner 703-627-2899 ‘

month...

OLIVER’S CORNER
OFFICE CONDOMINIUMS

¢ Single, windowed office in
Office Suite...kitchenette, bathroom,
furnished or unfurnished; month to
includes electric, condo fee

Contact Stephen
Office # 703-759-4155; Cell # 703-554-4991

** Realtor Fee Paid **

HunterDougias

Il‘:"'l||{‘
*ASOI1)

sereirng eelefrnlin

lor
Slvie

FREE

shild-friendly
cordless lifting system
with the purchase of select
Hunter Douglas window fashions.

—

A——.

peace.

@ACOIOR WHEEL

Color Wheel

1374 Chain Bridge Road
McLean, VA 22101
9amto & pm
T03-356-B477, ext. 3
MYCOLORWHEEL.com
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QUILT
SHOP ¢
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I -:'.'-fl.l.l'.'ll_!,; the thread.

Our Custom T-Shirt Quilts
Will Guarantee Memories Forever!

Formerly Vienna Quilt Shop
Visit Chur New Location
6724 Curran Street « McLean, VA 22101
703.281.4091 » www.quildoctor.com
quiltdactar@msn.com
Monday through Saturday 11-5
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Troop 673 Promotes Two New Eagle Scouts

roop 673 of Great Falls
recently promoted two
new Eagle Scouts.
Ryan Scott Anger,
son of Scott and Mary Anger of
Great Falls, joined Troop 673 in
2006. Since joining the troop,
Ryan has served as quartermaster
and patrol leader twice. Ryan has
attended summer camp five of the
past six years and has participated
in the Sea Base High Adventure
trip.

For his Eagle Project, Ryan or-
ganized and ran a Hunger Ban-
quet, as well as set up a collection
for canned goods for the Embry
Rucker Shelter. This combined
project was meant to raise aware-
ness about poverty in Fairfax
County. Working with members
from the Great Falls United Meth-
odist Church, Ryan developed a
detailed plan on how to best serve
food to members attending the
Hunger Banquet, as well as how
to set up the canned food drive.
The dinner effectively raised
awareness and generated conver-
sation about the economic dispari-
ties in the world and in Fairfax

Ryan Anger

County. Participants were moti-
vated to help support those living
at the Embry Rucker Shelter. With
the help of the troop and others,
Ryan carried out the dinner suc-
cessfully and delivered numerous
boxes of canned goods and a mon-
etary donation to the shelter.
Ryan is a recent graduate of Lan-
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Sawyer Jones

gley High School where he was a
member of winter track, spring
track, and the cross country teams.
Currently a freshman at Hampden-
Sydney College, he plans on ma-
joring in economics and finance.
Sawyer Jones, son of Frank Jones
and Claire Abbott of Great Falls,
joined Troop 673 in 2007 after

earning the rank of Arrow of Light
as a Cub Scout. Since joining the
troop, Sawyer has served as quar-
termaster, historian and also as
patrol leader for multiple terms.
Summer camp has always been one
of Sawyer’s favorite Boy Scout ac-
tivities and he attended the troop’s
summer camp for several years. He
was awarded the Silver Bullet
Sharp Shooter award during the
competition at one of the scout
summer camps. Sawyer especially
enjoyed hiking South Mountain
and Old Rag on troop outings.

Sawyer is a senior at Langley
High School where he plays on the
varsity lacrosse and football teams.
After high school, Sawyer plans to
attend college and major in either
business or medicine.

For his Eagle Project, Sawyer led
a group of scouts and friends in
redirecting a portion of the
Potomac Heritage trail along the
Potomac River between Riverbend
Park and Great Falls National Park
and blocking off the spider trails.
The new section of trail prevents
erosion of the riverbank and pro-
tects rare plant growth.

ORTHODONTIC
SPECIALISTS

Dr. Garai and staff are pleased to

ga rai Exceptional Smiles, Exceptional Service

announce the opening of our second location in Great

Falls. This state of the art Orthodontic Office will provide

you and your family the same level of exceptional care you

have received for the past 17 years at our Vienna location.
We look forward to seeing you this year at either our

Vienna or Great Falls office.
Dr. Allen S. Garai ‘
Specialist in Orthodontics

Diplomate, American Board of

Orthodontics (Board Certified) ' - aen G8ral Orthoy,
. i . 427 Maple Ave, West .
Premier Invisalign Provider 2012, 2013 . é
: . Vienna, VA 22180
Attending Faculty— Orthodontic Great Fall
Department Children's/\Washington .
Hospital 9912D Georgetown Pike
Great Falls, VA 22066 Bracesyip.co™
“BEST ORTHODONTIST"

Washingtonian Magazine Please call our office today to schedule your Complimentary Consultation

Families Magazine
“TOP ORTHODONTISTS”
Northern Virginia Magazine

703.281.4868
BracesVIP@gmail.com
www.BracesVIP.com

10 % GREAT FALLS CONNECTION <« OCTOBER 2-8, 2013 wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS

Members of the Great
Falls Volunteer Fire
Department, including
GF Volunteer Fire Chief
Franklin Smith III and
former Chief Homer
Johns, talk with family
members at a memo-
rial service for local
volunteer firefighter
and Santa representa-
tive, Dr. Christopher
Earl “Doc” Kennemer.
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Great Falls Waves Good-bye to
Santa Representative

Dr. Christopher Earl “Doc” Kennemer remembered for
his service to the Great Falls community.

By JEAN T. JIANOS
THE CONNECTION

r. Christopher Earl “Doc” Kennemer,

Great Falls resident, volunteer firefighter

and local representative of Santa Claus,

made sure that Santa got off to a good
start for 30-plus holiday seasons during the annual
Great Falls Village Centre Christmas Tree Lighting
event. In return, on Saturday, Sept. 28, personnel
from the Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department and
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department
joined with Kennemer family and friends to give
Kennemer a fitting send-off at a standing-room-only
memorial service held at Great Falls United Method-
ist Church where he had taught Sunday school and
been an active member for more than 35 years. Al-
ways on call, all fire department personnel were
seated with easy access to exits or stationed outside
the service so they could respond if needed else-
where.

Kennemer, age 83, died Sept. 24 at Reston Hospi-
tal Center. In declining health over the last few
months, on occasion, he needed the emergency medi-
cal services provided by the emergency medical tech-
nicians and paramedics from the Great Falls Fire Sta-
tion. As a member of the Great Falls Volunteer Fire
Department for over 35 years, one of Kennemer’s
initial duties was to instruct fire department person-
nel in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), an emer-
gency procedure just becoming more widely known
to the general public at the time. The technique of
CPR was developed at Johns Hopkins University and
in his professional capacity with the U.S. Public
Health Service, Kennemer was responsible for invit-
ing medical professionals from around the country
to attend early special instructor’s courses in CPR at
The Johns Hopkins Hospital. Kennemer was also co-
editor of a book published by the Public Health Ser-
vice on emergency preparedness for natural and
manmade disasters.

Kennemer held a Master’s Degree in Public Health
(with honors) from Michigan, a Doctor of Dental
Surgery degree from the University of Tennessee, and
obtained his undergraduate degree from Memphis
State University. His wife, Onis M. “Tippy” Kennemer
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Engine Company members from the
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment and personnel from the Great Falls
Volunteer Fire Department, including
(center) GF Volunteer Fire Chief Franklin
Smith IIT and Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Lt. James L. “‘Jay” Dennis, join
Kennemer family and friends at the memo-
rial service for local volunteer firefighter
and Santa representative, Dr. Christopher
Earl “Doc” Kennemer.

predeceased him. He is survived by his son, Christo-
pher Earl Kennemer, Jr., of Great Falls; his daughter,
Connie Fidler; five grandchildren: Michael Siler, Kim-
berly Barrett, Hunter Siler, Sarah Fidler and Eli Fidler;
and one great-grandchild, Landon Barrett. He was
also a member of the Methodist Men’s Club and the
Great Falls Lions Club. Kennemer did not accept pay-
ment for being Santa’s local represen