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Lucy Foreman, 13, makes sure
Michael Donoghue, 13, gets
dunked at the St. Francis Country
Fair Saturday, Oct. 5.

Country Fair Comes
To St. Francis

News, Page 10
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T
he Vanessa Péan Foun-
dation is sponsoring
the second annual VIP

5K Run/Walk in memory of
Great Falls resident Vanessa
Péan who died tragically in a
car accident on Beach Mill Road
Oct. 30, 2005 at age 16. Since
2005, the Vanessa Péan Foun-
dation has been shaping the
future of Haiti by providing
scholarships to underprivileged
children as well as critically
needed basic services such as
clean water. This 501c3 is dedi-
cated to creating a better future
for all Haitians through educa-
tion and by addressing basic
human needs. Over 322 schol-
arships have been provided and
a clean spring water well now
provides potable water for a
town the size of Great Falls.

Join the Péan Family and
friends at Lake Fairfax Park in
Reston Saturday, Oct. 12. The
run/walk begins at 9 a.m.

Experience what it is like to
carry water-cans—just like they
do in Haiti. You have a chance
in a short relay before the 5k
run/walk. Individuals can sign
up at www.prraces.com, one of

three Virginia certified cross-
country courses.

A raffle for a new iPad and
Kindle will be held at the race
site and a silent auction in-
cludes gift certificates to local
merchants including Chez
Francois, Fontaine de Jeunesse
“Venusfreeze” treatments,
Starbucks gift basket, Stars Stu-
dio Private Acting Lessons, and
Private Oil Painting lessons at
Artists Studio on the Green.

VIP 5K race sponsors include
The J. Donegan Family, 1 to 1
Fitness, Helen Vasiliadis, Real-
tor of Long and Foster, Straw-
berry Cottage, and John and
Jane Trimble Accounting Ser-
vices.

❖ Saturday, 8 a.m. through
noon, Oct. 12.

❖ Lake Fairfax Park, 1400
Lake Fairfax Drive, Reston

Register online at www
.pprace.com under the Vanessa
Péan Foundation logo or on race
day at 8 a.m. Donations can also
be made online or at www
.vanessapeanfoundation.org.
Checks can be mailed to 343
Springvale Road, Great Falls, VA
22066.

VIP 5K Run/Walk to be held Saturday,
Oct. 12 at Lake Fairfax Park.

Running, Walking
To Help Haitians

Haitian Ameri-
can Olympic
runner Moises
Joseph and
Monique Péan
announcing
winners of last
year’s VIP5K.

Seven-pound water cans are used to demonstrate
how heavy carrying water long distances can be for
women and children. Nina Yalung of Loebig Chiro-
practic is ready to begin relay. Monique Péan, Coty,
Courtney and Dan Dickson, T.J. Loeffler, Claire
Donegan and Steve Glass are ready to race as well.

Photos contributed

News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Great Falls Foundation for the Arts pre-
sented their proposal for an arts center
at Turner Farm Monday, Sept. 30 to the
local equestrian community, neighbors

and residents involved in the “Save the Farm” cam-
paign.

Turner Farm was one of the top-producing dairy
farms in Northern Virginia during the 1940s. In 1955,
the U.S. Government marked 12.38 acres for use as
a Nike Ajax missile battery, one of 16 built around
Washington, D.C. during the Cold War.

By 1962 the site was used by the Defense Map-
ping Agency as a testing center. In 1993, it was
handed over by the Military District of Washington
to the Fairfax County Park Authority.

In August 1996, “Save the Farm” was formed, with
the intent to save the land from being developed,
which raised more than $150,000.

Since then, the farm has operated under the motto
“hoof beats by day, stargazing by night,” due to its
use by the Analemma Society for nighttime sky ob-
servances, and the various equestrian arenas and
trails used during the day.

The Great Falls Foundation for the Arts was
founded in 2007 with the goal of bringing an arts
center to the community. After years of proposals
and scouting possible locations, they felt Turner Farm
would be a suitable venue.

IN DECEMBER 2011 they started putting together
preliminary plans. They currently have the project
planned in four phases, which would add a one-story
building with a loft, two wings, up to six small stu-
dio buildings, a garden and possible renovation of
the barn into a performing arts space.

The center would have room for the foundation’s
art school, as well as studio space for artists.

The plan originally called for a road to go from
the parking lot through the 53-acre cross-country
equestrian course and up to the new center. But those
plans have been shelved due to concern from park
users about having horses, pedestrians and cars all
being near the road.

“We no longer plan to have the road run through
the park after concerns from the riding community,”
said Julie Casso, executive director of the GFFTA.
“We’ll know the plans need to be reworked when it
comes to a new entrance, possibly something off
Springvale, but we don’t know at this point. Cur-
rently we don’t have any plans for an access point
on Georgetown Pike.”

The Turner Farmhouse is not part of the plans for
the arts center. Casso cited “astronomical costs” as-
sociated with making it compliant with the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act.

Many in attendance at the Sept. 30 meeting said
they wanted to see the land stay as undeveloped as
possible.

“Save the Farm didn’t generate a ripple of contro-
versy. Not because the community is made up en-
tirely of equestrians or astronomers, but because
everyone in Great Falls was sick of seeing develop-
ment take over our open space,” said Beverly
Crawford, a member of Save the Farm. “We wanted
open space, and this project seems to be an incur-
sion on that open space.”

Chris Lehman, a board member of Save the Farm,
said he wasn’t opposed to an arts center, just one at
Turner Farm.

“A lot of people worked hard to ensure that this
land would be protected,” he said. “I love the idea of
this kind of facility in Great Falls, however I feel that
GFFTA is barking up the wrong tree when it comes
to this location. I think another plan for another lo-
cation would be supported by a lot of people.”

Casso said the GFFTA is open to meeting with any
local groups, such as homeowners associations, to
bring them up to speed on the plans for the pro-
posed center.

ANY FINAL DECISION would have to go through
the county, who are the current owners of the park.
They have not made any kind of decision, nor have
they even received an official proposal from the foun-
dation, who are still in the fundraising phase.

“This hasn’t even reached an official proposal stage
yet, so we’re not even at the point where this project
would, or could, be endorsed,” said Rip Sullivan, the
Dranesville representative to the park authority board.

Foundation Presents
Arts Center Plans
Equestrians, Turner Farm
advocates question
proposed center.

Julie Casso, executive director of the Great
Falls Foundation for the Arts, speaks about
their ideas for a new arts center at Turner
Farm Monday, Sept. 30.

Great Falls residents gather at the library
to hear details about the Great Falls Foun-
dation for the Arts proposal for an arts
center at Turner Farm.

Photos by Alex McVeigh/The Connection
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Studios Tour Set for
Oct. 19-20

The annual Great Falls Studios Tour features 60
artists in their creative spaces around Great Falls.
The driving tour is free and self-guided, and features
stops at The Artists’ Atelier, the Great Falls Library,
the Village Green Day School as well as many artists’
home studios.

The tour will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 19 and Sunday, Oct. 20.

More information is available at
www.greatfallsstudios.com.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

W
hen it came to writ-
ing his first novel,
Great Falls resident

B.W. DeCaro knew he wanted
to delve into some serious top-
ics. With his first novel, “Grown
Men Don’t Cry,” he’s done ex-
actly that, creating a story in
which two men must deal with
mental illness in themselves
and the ones they love.

The book tells the story of two
men who grew up together in
Bristol, N.H. Jimmy left town,
joined the Marines, and has
been deployed multiple times
overseas. He has returned to his
hometown with a bad case of
PTSD and the intention to end
his life.

Ben never left the town, got
married and had children. He
is facing a serious kidney dis-
ease, as well as a family history
of mental illness that threatens
to overwhelm him.

Circumstances dictate that
the two men enter each other’s
lives again, in a way that could
help them both find some
peace.

DeCaro said the idea came
from seeing a friend’s Facebook
post about his struggles with
PTSD. He later reached out to
another friend, one that he had
grown up with but had drifted
from over the years, only to find
out he had passed away several
years earlier.

The book moves in and out
of various characters’ point of
view, and back and forth from
the present to the past.

“My goal was to get the
reader to like these guys as
goofball kids as they’re grow-
ing up and finding things to do

in a small town, and then fol-
low them as they grow up and
deal with the consequences of
mental illness,” DeCaro said.
“That’s the purpose of the title,
to use sarcasm to highlight the
fact that a lot of men don’t feel
comfortable dealing with these
kinds of issues.”

DeCaro said he was inspired
by the film “Stand By Me,” as
well as authors such as Jodi
Picoult and Mitch Albom.

“I definitely wanted to write
a story that made people think,
and that had some heart behind
it as well,” he said. “I started
out knowing the themes I
wanted to address. I just didn’t
know how it would all unfold
as I was writing.”

After coming up with a num-
ber of scenes that would show
the themes, DeCaro worked to
connect them, and impart his
own style on the narrative.

He originally self-published
the book, but he won the recent
Ultimate Hero Contest, which
netted him a publishing con-
tract with Total Recall Press.

“Grown Men Don’t Cry” is
available online at Amazon.com
in paperback and as an e-book.
DeCaro said a portion of all pro-
ceeds from the book’s sale with
go to nonprofits that help ser-
vice members and those with
mental health issues, such as
the Wounded Warrior project.

More information on DeCaro is
available at www.bwdecaro.com.

Author Explores
Mental Illness
B.W. DeCaro released first novel,
“Grown Men Don’t Cry.”

Book Signings in
Great Falls

Author B.W. DeCaro will be sign-
ing his novel “Grown Men Don’t Cry”
at the Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, on Tuesday, Oct.
15, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Great Falls
resident B.W.
DeCaro has
released his
first novel,
“Grown Men
Don’t Cry.”

“Grown Men
Don’t Cry” is
the first novel
from Great
Falls author
B.W. DeCaro.
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

G
reat Falls Studios was
founded 10 years ago
by several artists who
wanted to network.

Now, it features more than 90 art-
ists who work in almost every con-
ceivable medium, and they work
hard to promote arts events around
the community.

“After 10 years, we have done a
lot of different projects, but we
wanted to do something we haven’t
done before, which is where the
idea of a book came from,” said
Laura Nichols, a potter and one of
the book’s editors. “So we began
reaching out to our members with
a list of questions. We wanted to get
a sense of what goes on in a stu-
dio.”

Photographer Dean Souleles was
taking classes at the Center for Digi-
tal Imaging Arts in Georgetown,
and was given an assignment to cre-
ate a photo story, which brought the
project into focus.

“It sort of functions like a virtual
studio tour of the artists, an exami-
nation of how people work and cre-
ate,” Souleles said. “Some don’t
have studios. For photographer Walt
Lawrence, Great Falls itself is his studio, he’s every-
where. For Karen Bateman, who is a plein air painter,
her studio is wherever she decides to put her easel
down.”

Griselda, a fiber artist, Nichols, a potter, and painter
Jennifer Duncan edited the book, and Souleles took
the photos of the artists in their natural habitat.

Each of the 16 artists in the book has four pages,
which features photographs of their space, them
working and anything else Souleles found interest-
ing about their process.

“There aren’t many pictures of just the art, I tried
to get more than that in each show,” he said. “It was
a special experience to be able to see the artists in
their creative space, and it became part of my cre-
ative space while I was with them.”

Members of the group said it was fascinating to
get a look into the methods used by their fellow art-
ists.

“It was an interesting process for me, I enjoyed
learning about the process of each artist, learning
about the specifics of how they approach their work
every day,” Duncan said.

While compiling photos and statements from the
artists, the group found putting it all together proved
to be difficult.

“Four was the magic number when it came to this
project,” Griselda said. “At any time, two or three of
us probably could have been talked out of the project,
but one of us was always ready to push us forward

with new ideas.”
The book was unveiled at the Great Falls Library

Saturday, Oct. 5, and many of the artists set up
throughout the library throughout the day to give a
glimpse into their work.

“We at the library treasure the creative people in
Great Falls who make art and share it with us,” said
Daniela Dixon, the library’s manager. “They’re a great
addition to this community, and they give us art for
the library all year round, and 10 percent of the sales
made here go to support the Friends of the Great
Falls Library, which is very generous of them.”

More information on the book, titled “Creative
Spaces: Inside Great Falls Studios” can be found
online at www.greatfallsstudios.com.

Exploring Art’s Natural Habitat
Great Falls
Studios releases
book to celebrate
10th anniversary.

From left, Dean Souleles, Cindy Griselda, Jennifer
Duncan and Laura Nichols, members of Great Falls
Studios, with the group’s new book at the Great Falls
Library Saturday, Oct. 5.
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OLIVER’S CORNER
OFFICE CONDOMINIUMS

• Single, windowed office in
Office Suite…kitchenette, bathroom,
furnished or unfurnished; month to
month...includes electric, condo fee

Contact Stephen
Office # 703-759-4155; Cell # 703-554-4991

** Realtor Fee Paid **

For Sale by Owner 703-627-2899

Great Falls $779,000
747 Ellsworth Ave, Great Falls, VA 22066

4 BR, 3 BAs, 2500 sf, Built 1962, 0.56
Acre(s). Fireplace, Central AC, Security
System, Wood Floors, Appliances Included,
Basement, Bonus/Great Room, Central
Heating, Deck/Porch, Fenced Yard,
Office/Den, Tile Floors. Located in the
desirable Green Acres community of Great
Falls, minutes from the village with excellent
restaurants and shopping. The house has
been completely renovated. All the bathroom
fixtures are new. The wood floor has been

redone and finished to a contemporary finish. New kitchen appliances. The landscaping has been
designed and new plants have been placed. The property is completely fenced in. The school
district is one of the best in the country ES: Great Falls, MS: Cooper, HS: Langley. A Must See.

A
ngie (Donnell) Officer, a ’88 Rochester In-
stitute of Technology graduate who ma-
jored in graphic design, has always kept

busy in her personal and professional life.
She worked as an art director and handled pub-

lic relations before joining Sprint Corp. in 1992
as an account manager for relay services in New
Hampshire, Connecticut and Virginia. Today, she’s
a senior implementation program manager for
Sprint Relay, overseeing relay service in 32 states,
as well as serving as chairperson of the National
Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID) Alumni
Association Board of Directors.

She was named Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy (RIT) volunteer of the year and will receive
the award during Brick City Homecoming & Fam-
ily Weekend Oct. 10-13, which is also when NTID
will celebrate its 45th anniversary.

She says the best part of being NTID Alumni
Association chair is working with the dynamic
board members, staff, alumni and students to en-
sure the best quality education and career oppor-

tunities for RIT/NTID students.
It’s hard for Officer to pick a favorite memory

from her time as a student, but a life-changing
moment occurred when she met fellow student
David Officer ’87 (applied computer technology),
whom she’d later marry. They just celebrated their
21st wedding anniversary. She also keeps in touch
with close girlfriends she met at RIT/NTID in
1983. “We just celebrated 30 years of friendship,”
she says.

A native of Geneva, Ill., Officer now lives in
Great Falls, with David and their daughter, Lexi.
She enjoys spending her free time volunteering.

Officer says she is the person she is today be-
cause of her experiences at RIT/NTID and that
volunteering for RIT/NTID is her way to show ap-
preciation and to give back to the community.

To see more of RIT’s rankings and recognition,
go to www.rit.edu/overview/rankings-and-recog-
nition.

For RIT news, photos and videos, go to
www.rit.edu/news.

Great Falls Resident Angie Officer
Is Volunteer of the Year

See Bulletin Board,  Page 6

To have community events listed in
the Connection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
The deadline for submissions is the Fri-
day prior to publication.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 9
Chronic Pain Support Group. 1:30-

3:30 p.m., at the Kaplan Center for

Integrative Medicine, 6829 Elm
Street, Suite 300, McLean. The
Kaplan Center for Integrative
Medicine and The Pain Connection
offer a free monthly support group
for people suffering with chronic
pain. The purpose of the group is to
provide a forum for individuals
suffering with chronic pain and
illness to share their struggles and

strategies for staying as healthy and
hopeful as possible.Topics of
discussion include constructive ways
of coping with physical limitations,
relationships, work and more. 703-
532-4892

AAUW Makes a Difference. 7 p.m.,
at Patrick Henry Library at 101 E.
Maple Ave., Vienna. The Vienna

Bulletin Board
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An Oral Treatment Option
for Relapsing Forms of
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)

Event code: TR223587 (1059029) MS.US.PO1497.0313

An informative event for people
living with MS and their caregivers.

Space is limited. A light meal will be served.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com

Heidi Crayton, MD
MS Center of Greater Washington

Thursday, October 17, 2013,
at 6:30 PM Eastern

Maggiano’s Little Italy
2001 International Dr., McLean, VA 22102

From Page 5

Bulletin Board

branch of the AAUW explains their support for
pay equity, human and civil rights, and public
education since 1881. 703-321-7499.

THURSDAY/OCT. 10
NARFE Chapter Meeting. 1:30 p.m., at the

Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry St.,
Vienna. Gayle Nelson from Blue Cross, Blue
Shield and Delegate Mark Keam and challenger
Leiann Luse discuss the upcoming election. The
meeting is free and is open to all members and
their guests. 703-938-7346.

Life in the Community Workshop. 6:30-9:30
p.m., at Lake Braddock Secondary School, 9200
Burke Lake Road, Burke. Career and transition
advice at a free resource fair for students of all
ages with disabilities and their families.
Participants will learn about vocational,
residential, leisure, recreational, independent
living and advocacy options for students eligible
for ongoing employment and community
support services after graduation. http://
www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/resources/events/
index.shtml.

SATURDAY/OCT. 12
Christian Women’s Conference. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,

at The Antioch Christian Church, 1860 Beulah
Road in Vienna. Guest speaker Patty Houser,
writer and teacher, leads with the topic of
renewing passion for God at the free conference
with a complimentary luncheon. The public is
invited.
antiochchristianchurchviennava@gmail.com  or
www.antiochdoc.org.

VVFD Open House. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., scavenger
hunt at 1 p.m., at the Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department, 400 Center St. S., Vienna. A Fire
Prevention Week event promoting awareness on
preventing kitchen fires; a scavenger hunt for
children involves various prizes for all, along
with free fire helmet and balloon giveouts
throughout the day, complementary food and

raffles for adults.
Trees 101. 2-3 p.m., at the Village Center parking

lot next to Wells Fargo, 776 Walker Road, Great
Falls. Two tree specialists lead a walk, pointing
out major native trees, discussing their
characteristics and mentioning facts about the
trees and their role in our landscape.
bcanis@yahoo.com.

SUNDAY/OCT. 13
Blooms and Gardens Preview. 3 p.m., at the

Falls Church Community Center, 223 Little Falls
Church, Falls Church. A show serving as a sneak
peak and last-minute advice forum from the Old
Dominion Chrysanthemum Society for the
upcoming NCS 2013 National Show at
Longwood Gardens, Pa., in December. Plant
entries received between 2 and 3 p.m. 703-560-
8776.

TUESDAY/OCT. 15
Providence District Meet and Greet. 7-9 p.m.,

at Thoreau Middle School, 2505 Cedar Lane,
Vienna. Qualified candidates for sheriff and
state delegates for Districts 35, 37, 41, and 53
are invited. Meet the candidates in the
bandroom. Co-sponsored by the League of
Women Voters of the Fairfax Area and the
Providence District Council. 703-532-4417 or
peggy.knight1@verizon.net.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 16
Federal Employment Presentation. 7 p.m., at

Neighbor’s Restaurant, 252 Cedar Lane, Vienna.
NARFE Chapter 1116 presents information on
retirement and benefits for federal employees.
Reservations. 703-205-9041 or 703 938-7346.

Vienna Photographic Society Meeting. 7:30-
9:30 p.m., at Thoreau Middle School, 2505
Cedar Lane, Vienna. Stu Estler, well-known
Washington architectural and interior
photographer, will judge the competition of
interior images. All members of VPS can submit
images to the competition. 703-758-0672 or
www.vpsva.org.
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See Week,  Page 9

Great Falls
Memory Café
Meets on Oct. 17

The Great Falls Memory Cafe
will meet Thursday, Oct. 17,  from
2-4 p.m. at Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church in Vienna. The
memory cafe is a casual social
meeting venue for those with pro-
gressive memory or cognitive im-
pairment and their caregivers. Call
Carol Blackwell 571-236-6933 for
more details.

Senior Center
Focuses on
Family History

The Great Falls Senior Center
(GFSC) presents “Finding Your
Family History and Not Forgetting
It” at its November event. Guest
speaker will be Linda MacLachlan,
past president of the Mount
Vernon Genealogical Society, a re-
tired lawyer and administrative
law judge. She has been writing
and speaking on genealogy for
more than 20 years. Virtually ev-
ery Friday for the past 10 years,
MacLachlan has assisted individu-
als with their genealogical re-
search at the McLean Family His-
tory Center.

Following the guest speaker,
GFSC’s Nominations Committee
will present the slate of nominees
for the first election of its Board
of Directors. The actual election
will be held in December. Only
GFSC members may serve on the
board.

The Nov. 5 event will be at the
Dranesville Church of the Breth-
ren at 11500 Leesburg Pike. The
program runs 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
and includes lunch. A modest con-
tribution is appreciated.

Event sponsor for November is
Seneca Animal Hospital, Resort &
Spa, 11415 Georgetown Pike.
Food sponsor is Great Falls As-
sisted Living, 1121 Reston Avenue.

To reserve, e-mail Joyce Trickett
at joygoodshepherd@verizon.net
or call 703-887-5772. Guests who
require transportation to attend,
call Gene or Maddie McCabe at
703-438-0810.

Great Falls
Floors, Inc.
Celebrates 15th
Anniversary

Sha Chitsaz, general manager of
Great Falls Floors, Inc., has an-
nounced their 15th anniversary of

Week in Great Falls
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Great Falls

flu in a given year, from 1976 to 2006, esti-
mates of annual deaths ranged from 3,000 to
a high of about 49,000, according to the CDC.

Remember that getting the flu shot is also
community service. You might be strong and
healthy and think that you will not suffer too
much if you get the flu. But everyone has con-
tact with people in the high-risk groups: people
over 65, children under 5, pregnant women,
people with other illnesses. So have your shot
to protect other people.

Candidate Owes an Answer
gun votes.

While waiting for Barbara
Comstock to explain her position
on background checks, I took a
look at her voting record on VA
gun legislation.

I was surprised to find out that
she has voted to allow gun rights
back to “guilty by reason of insan-
ity” convicted felons. Isn’t this ex-
actly the kind of person back-
ground checks should exclude
from buying a gun? Yet Barbara

Comstock has already seen fit to
allow them to purchase guns with
her vote on HB 1669.

This is an issue that has been
debated by all candidates for state
office and Barbara Comstock owes
it to her constituents to give a clear
answer. Does she support back-
ground checks on all gun sales?

Maggie Rheinstein
McLean

To the Editor:
I was unable to find any infor-

mation on Barbara Comstock’s
website about her stance on guns
so I stopped by her campaign of-
fice. It appears that Barbara
Comstock is not only hiding her
gun record from the voters but also
from her campaign staffers and
volunteers. They were unable to

provide any information about
her stance on background checks
and seemed unaware about her

Claims vs. Facts
To the Editor:
At a recent elementary school’s

Back to School Night, a friend was
handed materials from supporters
of Barbara Comstock, the Delegate
for the 34th Virginia House Dis-
trict. I expect that a candidate
would paint him or herself in the
most favorable light, and that cam-
paign materials should be read
with a certain degree of skepti-
cism. However, a little research in
the public record shows a tremen-
dous discrepancy between the way
Ms. Comstock portrays herself and
the reality of how she has voted.

*Claim: Comstock claims to sup-
port education and takes credit for
helping to restore $120 million in
cuts to Virginia schools. Fact: in
2010, Comstock voted in favor of
a House Budget Bill (HB30) that
cut education by $620 million.

*Claim: Comstock claims she
“fought to fund” 1,700 additional
in-state slots in Virginia universi-
ties. Fact: she voted against the
budget (HB1500) that provided
that very funding.

Claim: Comstock claims to have
worked to get bonuses for our
teachers. Fact: again, in her vote

against the budget bill (HB1500),
she failed to support the funding
that would provide those raises.

*Claim: Comstock has repeat-
edly stated that transportation is
one of her priorities, and points to
her 2011 vote in favor of Gover-
nor McDonnell’s transportation
package. Fact: The 2011 transpor-
tation package commits the Com-
monwealth of Virginia to $4 bil-
lion in debt. Comstock voted
against the 2013 bi-partisan trans-
portation bill that is funneling mil-

lions of dollars into her district.
*Claim: in an article in the

Loudon Times, Comstock claims
that she has “given no indication”
that she supports the Bi-County
Parkway. Fact: in 2010, she voted
in favor of HB277, which would
have begun the process of devel-
oping just such a roadway (then
called the Washington Bypass).

I know that campaign materials
need to be read with a certain de-
gree of skepticism, but as Ms.
Comstock’s mentor, Congressman

Letters to the Editor

Frank Wolf, is fond of saying,
“Facts are stubborn things.” The
“stubborn facts” show that she is
suffering from a major credibility
gap and we as her constituents
have every right to call her on it. I
urge voters to become educated on
the reality of Barbara Comstock’s
voting record. Look behind the
curtain and see if you agree with
the reality before you accept any
more campaign promises.

Haida McGovern
Great Falls

Get One
Flu shots are available on a walk-in basis at

most pharmacies including Walgreen, CVS, Rite
Aid, Giant, Safeway and independent pharma-
cies; most urgent care clinics and at area
hospitals.

INOVA CLINICS
Inova Alexandria Hospital, Every Friday 3-6 p.m.

until Dec. 13 (not Nov. 29)
HEC Rm 1 & 2, 4320 Seminary Road,

Alexandria, VA 22304
Inova Fair Oaks Hospital, Every Saturday 1-4

p.m. until Dec. 14, Medical Plaza Building
Conference Room A, 3700 Joseph Siewick
Drive, Fairfax, VA 22033

Inova Fairfax Hospital, Every Saturday until Dec.
14, 9 a.m.-noon, The Atrium, 3300 Gallows
Road, Falls Church, VA 22042

Inova Mount Vernon Hospital Every Tuesday
until Dec. 17, 9 a.m.-noon, Hospital Lobby,
2501 Parker’s Lane, Alexandria, VA 22306

Inova HealthPlex–Lorton Every Sunday until
Dec.15, 1-3 p.m. Conference Room, 9321
Sanger Street, Lorton, VA 22079

Opinion

W
ith the Center for Disease Con-
trol shut down along with al-
most all of the Federal Govern-
ment, it falls to the states to

monitor influenza activity.
Visitors to cdc.gov are greeted with:
“Due to the lapse in government funding,

only websites supporting excepted functions
will be updated unless otherwise funded. As a
result, the information on this website may not
be up to date, the transactions submitted via
the website may not be processed, and the

agency may not be able to re-
spond to inquiries until appro-
priations are enacted.”

No update is required to the
CDC recommendation that every child, woman
and man over the age of six months be vacci-
nated for the flu every year, preferably by Oc-
tober.

Virginia and Maryland are both reporting
confirmed cases of influenza at a “sporadic”
level. Since it takes two weeks for the vaccine
to take full effect, now is the time to be vacci-
nated if you haven’t yet had the shot.

Every year, 5-to-20 percent of U.S. residents
become sick with the flu, with 200,000 hospi-
talizations. Children are especially vulnerable
with about 20,000 children under the age of 5
hospitalized. Depending on the severity of the

Deadline to Register to
Vote, Oct. 15

To vote on Election Day, you must be regis-
tered at your current address no later than Oct.
15, 2013. You can check your registration sta-
tus online by visiting the State Board of Elec-
tions website at  www.sbe.virginia.gov.

Alexandria Board of Elections, 703-746-
4050, http://alexandriava.gov/Elections

132 North Royal Street, Alexandria, 22314;
FAX 703-838-6449; email
tom.parkins@alexandriava.gov

Fairfax County Board of Elections, 703-222-
0776, www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/

12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax,
Suite 232, Fairfax, 22035; FAX 703-324-2205;
email voting@fairfaxcounty.gov

Arlington Board of Elections, 703-228-3456,
http://www.arlingtonva.us/vote, 2100
Clarendon Blvd. Suite 320, Arlington, 22201;
FAX 703-228-3659; email
voters@arlingtonva.us

* City of Fairfax General Registrar, 703-385-
7890, http://www.fairfaxva.gov/Registrar/
GeneralRegistrar.asp

10455 Armstrong Street, Sisson House,
Fairfax, 22030; FAX 703-591-8364; email
kevin.linehan@fairfaxva.gov

State Board of Elections, 804-864-8901 Toll
Free: 800-552-9745 FAX: 804-371-0194

email: info@sbe.virginia.gov
h t tp ://www.sbe .v i rg in ia .gov/cms/

Voter_Information/Index.html

Preventative Medicine
Getting a flu shot has
never been easier.

Editorials
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Living With Multiple
Sclerosis (MS)

Event code: TR228070 (1080654) MS.US.PO1497.0313

An informative event for people living
with MS and their care partners.

Space is limited. A light meal will be served.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com

James Simsarian, MD
Neurology Center of Fairfax

Tuesday, October 22, 2013,
at 6:30 PM Eastern

Paolo’s Ristorante
11898 Market St., Reston, VA 20190

From Page 7

Week in Great Falls

serving clients in Great Falls,
McLean and Reston.

Great Falls Floors specializes in
upscale wall-to-wall carpet, cus-
tom area rugs, custom border rugs,
custom stair and hallway runners,
and all types of hardwood floors.
These products are displayed in
their showroom, which is centrally
located to serve their customers in
the Great Falls, McLean and
Reston areas.

An invitation is extended to the
community to visit the Great Falls
Floors showroom to view their
new product lines and assist with
interior design decisions.

For more information, call 703-
759-9200 or visit the showroom
at 1025-K Seneca Road, Seneca
Square (next to Calico Corners),
Great Falls. Store hours are Mon-
day through Saturday 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. and Sunday noon to 4 p.m.

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/

connectionnewspapers

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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Blooming Tropicals
50% Off

Blooming Tropicals
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Blooming Tropicals
50% Off

includesincludesincludesincludesincludes
Mandevilla   Jasmine   GardeniaMandevilla   Jasmine   GardeniaMandevilla   Jasmine   GardeniaMandevilla   Jasmine   GardeniaMandevilla   Jasmine   Gardenia

FR
EE

 Fi
ll

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

40th Anniversary Sale!

Japanese Maples

30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

35%
Japanese Maples

30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

35%
Japanese Maples

30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

35%
Japanese Maples

30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

35%
Japanese Maples

30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

35%
Free Estimates!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining
Walls, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Mums & Fall
Flowers Are Here in
Gorgeous Colors!

Mums & Fall
Flowers Are Here in
Gorgeous Colors!

Mums & Fall
Flowers Are Here in
Gorgeous Colors!

Mums & Fall
Flowers Are Here in
Gorgeous Colors!

Mums & Fall
Flowers Are Here in
Gorgeous Colors!

Mums & Fall
Flowers Are Here in
Gorgeous Colors!

Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips &

Compost $29.99/cu. yd.

RR Ties
Starting at $14.99
Surplus, in-stock
pavers 50% Off

New Shipments of
Trees, Shrubs and

Perennials

We’re Celebrating 40 Years as a
Family-Owned business in Fairfax!

Pumpkins
are Here!
Pumpkins
are Here!
Pumpkins
are Here! We’ve got Firewood

Naturally Seasoned

50-65% Off
All Pottery

65% off plastic pots

50-65% Off
All Pottery

65% off plastic pots

50-65% Off
All Pottery

65% off plastic pots

50-65% Off
All Pottery

65% off plastic pots

50-65% Off
All Pottery

65% off plastic pots

50-65% Off
All Pottery

65% off plastic pots

Guests at the St. Francis Country Fair explore the petting zoo Saturday, Oct. 5.

Visitors to the St. Francis
Country Fair take a hayride
Saturday, Oct. 5.

Jennifer
Caton of Bar C
Ranch gives a
demonstra-
tion featuring
live animals
at the St.
Francis Coun-
try Fair Satur-
day, Oct. 5.

Country Fair Comes to St. Francis
Annual event
features games,
quilt show.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
s temperatures rose
to near 90 degrees
Saturday, Oct. 5 at
the annual St.

Francis Country Fair in Great
Falls, many of the fair’s tradi-
tions were turned upside down.
For instance, the dunk tank,
usually used as a way for chil-
dren to exact revenge on their
friends or have some fun at the
expense of church staff on a
chilly fall day, became a wel-
come chance to beat the heat.

“It was really hot outside, so
to get dunked was very refresh-
ing,” said Michael Donoghue,
13. “But it was still a shock to
hit the water for the first time.”

Besides the dunk tank, guests
at the fair could try their hand
at a giant slingshot and a vari-
ety of other games with a
chance to win candy and other
prizes.

The event also proved to be
an educational opportunity for

some children, as the Bar C Ranch
Petting Zoo allowed them to get up
close and personal with rabbits,
turtles and other animals.

“It was quite a sight to see my 3-
year-old petting a turtle that was
about his same size,” said Katie
Smedlen of McLean. “The only
thing that would have been better
is if they let him ride the turtle, but
I understand that’s probably over
the line.”

Besides the animals in cages,

Jennifer Caton of Bar C Ranch
gave a live demonstration with
lizards and other creatures.

“Touching a lizard was really
weird, like leather, but a lot
creepier because it’s alive,” said
Henry Pence, 5. “I like the fur-
rier animals better.”

For the adults, the inside of
the church held the annual
book sale and the quilt show
that featured more than 100
quilts from artists both local and
across the country.

Quilter Lisa Ellis created a
portrait of another woman
named Lisa Ellis for her quilt, a
woman she calls her
“googleganger,” someone that
shares the same name as found
on Google. “My identity crisis
is that I want my website to be
at the top of the results page
when ‘Lisa Ellis’ is Googled.
Who is at the top of Google re-
sults? The Lisa Ellis from
lisaellismusic.com. So this quilt
is of her,” she said. “She gave
me permission to use her por-
trait. She is quite the rocker and
totally different from me.”

Another section of the show
featured selections from “The
June Bride” a local quilting
challenge that asked artists to
create scenes from a wedding.
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Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 9
Oktoberfest Potluck. 6:30 p.m., at

The Great Falls Grange Hill, 9818
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Food,
folklore, bluegrass music from the
Higher Ground String Band,
socializing with the Great Falls
Historical Society and dancing. $15,
adults; children under 12 enter free.
RSVP. 703-759-2378.

WEDNESDAY-TUESDAY/OCT. 9-15
Shari MacFarlane’s Student Art

Show. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the
Saturday, Sept. 21 reception. 6:30-
8:30 p.m., at Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. The art of 22
students, ages 4 to 12 will be
displayed. A reception is slated for
Sept. 21.

THURSDAY/OCT. 10
Great Falls Coffee & Art Social.

9:30 a.m., at The Artists’ Atelier, 1144
Walker Road, Suite G, Great Falls. A
hot cup of coffee, a sweet treat and a
look around the work studios of 16
local emerging and established artists.
erin_lobato@hotmail.com,
www.celebrategreatfalls.org or
www.greatfallsatelier.com.

Tim O’Brien and Darrell Scott. 8
p.m., at The Barns at Wolf Trap, 1635
Trap Road, Vienna. Contemporary
bluegrass pioneer Tim O’Brien plays
folk and country singer/songwriter
Darrell Scott plays songs from his new
album. $27-$32. www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/OCT. 11
The Wallflowers. 8 p.m., at The Barns

at Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road,
Vienna. The band behind alternative
roots-rock hits “One Headlight,” “6th
Avenue Heartache,” and “The
Difference” came together in 1990
with front man Jakob Dylan at the
helm, peaking at No. 4 on the
Billboard 200 chart and earning two
Grammy Awards with their second
record. After a seven-year break
they’re back with a new album. $50-
$65. wolftrap.org.

 FRIDAYS-SUNDAYS/OCT. 11-13
The Pitmen Painters. Fridays: 8 p.m.;

Saturdays: 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.;
Sundays: 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at 1st
Stage Theatre, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
McLean. Enjoy this stage production
about the real-life story of a close-knit
group of northern English miners who
discover their artistic potential by Lee
Hall directed by Stevie Zimmerman.
$27. www.1ststagespringhill.org or
703-854-1856.

SATURDAY/OCT. 12
The Bobs. 7:30 p.m., at The Barns at

Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna.
This San Francisco-based a cappella
quartet plays rock anthems in their
own style. $22-$27. wolftrap.org.

Oktoberfest. 8 p.m., at Oakcrest
School, 850 Balls Hill Road, McLean.
The McLean Orchestra plays Mozart,
“Overture to the Magic Flute,”
Schumann,’s “Piano Concerto in A
Minor,” and Brahms’ “Symphony No.
4.” $15, youth; $40, adults; $30,
seniors. http://mclean-orchestra.org/
tickets/.

SATURDAY/OCT. 12-26
Ayr Hill Garden Club Bulb Sale. 8

a.m.-noon Saturdays only, at the
Vienna Farmers Market, 301 Center
St., Vienna. Browse 28 varieties of
bulbs for fall and spring planting in

addition to hypertufas and tussy
mussies for sale; proceeds go to
support the public gardens planted
and maintained by AHGC in Vienna.

SUNDAY/OCT. 13
New Author Book Slam. 1-3:30 p.m.,

at Jammin Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. Up and coming authors of all
genres showcase their works and give
away free books.
www.jamminjava.com or https://
www.facebook.com/events/
186525444862517/#.

NSO Ensemble Concert. 3 p.m., at
the Alden Theatre of the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave. in McLean. A National Symphony
Orchestra ensemble, composed of
Natasha Bogachek, violin; Zino
Bogachek, viola; and Natsuki
Fukasawa, piano, will give a concert
sponsored by the Music Friends of the
Fairfax County Public Library. 703-
620-9535.

TUESDAY/OCT. 15
Tom McBride & Tim Easton Show.

8 p.m., at Jammin Java, 127 Maple
Ave. E., McLean. Tim is releasing a
new record that night but Tom’s set is
nothing to overlook.
www.jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/OCT. 17
Great Falls Memory Cafe. 2-4 p.m.,

at Andrew Chapel United Methodist
Church in Vienna. The

memory cafe is a casual social meeting
venue for those with progressive
memory or cognitive impairment  and
their caregivers. 571-236-6933.

FRIDAYS-SUNDAYS/OCT. 18-NOV. 3

“Picasso at the Lapin Agile.” Time
TBD, at The Vienna Town Green, 144
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. Albert Einstein
and Pablo Picasso meet at a bar called
the Lapin Agile  in Montmartre, Paris
on October 8, 1904, and both men are
on the verge of an amazing idea. $13
general admission, $11 seniors and
students. http://www.viennava.gov/.

SATURDAY/OCT. 19
Family Art Workshop. 10-11:30 a.m.

at the McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. Families
are invited to learn about art during a
day filled with a large variety of
activities. $10 per family.
www.mcleancenter.org.

Entertainment

MiRan Powell as Helen and Dylan Myer as Oliver in “The
Pitmen Painters” at 1st Stage. Fridays: 8 p.m.; Saturdays:
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sundays: 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at 1st Stage
Theatre, 1524 Spring Hill Road, McLean.

Great Falls artist Ronni Jolles works in her studio, design-
ing a piece in her signature style of layered paper collage.
Jolles is one of over 40 artists who will take part this year
in the annual Great Falls Art Studio Tour sponsored by
Great Falls Studios, now in its 10th year.
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Christian Science Reading Room
6825 Tennyson Drive

McLean, VA  22101
Mon-Sat 10 am-2 pm • 703-356-1391

Is There No Way Out of Debt?

Hear about spiritual solutions
24/7, at  202 658-7855.

Discover Spritual Solutions at the

All are warmly welcomed

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Handyman Services
Available!!

Bath Packages
Available!!

PROVIDENCE BAPTIST CHURCH
8980 Brook Road in McLean; 2 mi west of Tyson’s on Route 7

www.ProvidenceToday.org  • 703-893-5330

EAT PLAY LAUGH

SATURDAY, OCT 19:  10AM – 2PM
FREE ADMISSION

Pony rides, Giant inflatables, Hayrides,
Cakewalks, Face painting,
Competitions and prizes

Funnel cakes, hot dogs, hot cocoa, coffee, more!

Create some memories with your kids and grandchildren!
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Follow us on

Mary Kimm, Publisher
@MaryKimm

Connection News Desk
@FollowFairfax

Michael Lee Pope, Reporter
@MichaelLeePope

Alex McVeigh, Reporter
@AMcVeighConnect

Victoria Ross, Reporter
@ConnectVictoria

Jeanne Theismann, Reporter
@TheismannMedia

Jon Roetman, Reporter
@jonroetman
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God

... 703-938-7736
Cristo Es Mi Refugio

...703-675-0144
Baha’i

Baha’i Faith for
Northern Virginia
... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church

... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church

... 703-560-8462
Bethel Primitive Baptist Church

... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church

... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church

... 703-385-8516
First Baptist Church

... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ...

703-757-0877
Vienna Baptist Church

... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church...

703-281-2556
Church of the Brethern

Oakton Church of the Brethern
... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ...

703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church

... 703-759-4555
St. Mark’s Catholic Church

... 703-281-9100
Charismatic

New Song Church
... 703-698-9777
Church of Christ

Berea Church of Christ
... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church

... 703-938-6753
Episcopal

Church of the Holy Comforter
... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross
... 703-698-6991

St. Francis Episcopal
... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses

... 703-759-1579
Lutheran

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
... 703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church
... 703-759-6068

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church
... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist

... 703-759-3509
Church of the Good Shepherd

... 703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church

... 703-573-5336
Ephiphany United Methodist

... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist

... 703-759-3705
Oakton United Methodist

... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist

... 703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist
... 571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist
... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Celebration Center
 for Spiritual Living

... 703-560-2030
Presbyterian

Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church
...703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian
... 703-698-5577

Vienna Presbyterian
... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends

... 703-442-8394
Seventh-Day Adventist

Northern Virginia
Christian Fellowship

... 703-242-9001
Vienna Seventh Day Adventists

... 703-938-8383
Unitarian Universalist

Congregation of Fairfax
...  703-281-4230

United Church of Christ
Emmaus United
Church of Christ
…703-938-1555

Unity
Unity of Fairfax
... 703-281-1767

bb

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com. Dead-
line is Friday.

Immanuel Presbyterian Church,
1125 Savile Lane, McLean,is inviting the
public to join author Brian McLaren as he
discusses his book, “Why Did Jesus,
Moses, the Buddha and Mohammed Cross
the Road? Christian Identity in a Multi-
Faith World” at Immanuel over the
weekend of Oct. 19 and 20 (see http://
ipcmclean.org/ for additional details).

GriefShare, a weekly support group
for adults grieving the death of a loved
one, meets Sundays 6-7:30 p.m. at Vienna
Presbyterian Church, 124 Part St., Vienna
with a video/discussion format through
Dec. 8. $20 for workbook.
GriefShare@viennapres.org.

The Jewish Social Services
Agency (JSSA) offers a wide variety of
support groups for those with emotional,
social, and physical challenges.
www.jssa.org/growth-learning.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia offers
a variety of free bereavement support
groups, meeting on a weekly basis. 703-
941-7000 or www.havenofnova.org.

McLean Bible Church Fitness
Class at Body & Soul Fitness. Gain
balance, energy and strength at 9:45 a.m.
Mondays and Fridays. Free childcare for
registered students.
bodyandsoul@mcleanbible.org.

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church,
1830 Kirby Road in McLean, holds a third
Sunday service every month at 10:15 a.m.
which allows children to play active roles
in the music and as greeters and ushers.
Traditional services are every Sunday at
8:15 and 10:15 a.m.

Faith Notes

By Meredith Billman-Mani

The Connection

L
ong time Great Falls resident and
artist, Marcia M. Fuqua, 85, died
Sept. 9. Fuqua is remembered
fondly in her home town as an art-

ist and leader in the Great Falls arts com-
munity. In the last year, however, Fuqua has
become more widely known as the mother
of the woman who found the “Renoir in a
box” and the controversy surrounding the
ownership of the painting.

Fuqua, who moved to Great Falls in the
60s, was a determined woman who is re-
membered for doing things her own way.
“She was way ahead of her time. She wasn’t
concerned about what others thought. She
did things her own way. She had two kids
in the 60s without being married, she put
herself though college—she was always
forging ahead,” said her daughter Marcia
“Martha” Fuqua.

The senior Fuqua had a long term battle
with cancer. She was living with her daugh-
ter in Lovettsville, Va. when she passed

away. “She spent her whole life slaying drag-
ons. The last one got her,” said Martha
Fuqua of her mother’s cancer.

THE GREAT FALLS ART STUDIO started
by Marcia Fuqua was an active school until
recently. Hundreds of local children and
adults learned to paint at her classes. “She
was still going out there in her walker to

teach classes. She loved teaching and she
loved painting. She did it as long as she
could,” said Martha Fuqua.

Julie Casso of the Great Falls Foundation
for the Arts said, “The art classes she pro-
vided brought art into kids lives and that is
so important.”

“Thankfully, you didn’t have to be very
good for her to teach you, or try to teach
you,” said Robert Hamilton, a student in the
1990s. “You could tell she cared about her
students and pushed everyone to find their
own way” with a brush, said Hamilton.

The only medium Fuqua refused to teach
was watercolors. “She hated watercolors.
Just hated them,” said her daughter.

Fuqua never shied away from controversy.
Before she opened her studio behind her
house, she opened one on Walker Road be-
hind the firehouse and painted it purple. It
became an iconic structure in Great Falls
instantly. “People either loved it or hated
it. It was the best advertising she could have
done because everyone knew exactly where
it was and had an opinion about it,” said
Martha Fuqua.

Marcia has two children, Martha and her
brother Matt. They are not sure what will
happen to the old house and studio off
Walker Road. “She loved that house. It’s a
historical house. The big tree on the prop-
erty is the oldest Shady Oak in Fairfax
County. But there are taxes and stuff to deal

with, so I don’t know if we will keep it,”
said Martha Fuqua.

Marcia Fuqua was also extremely proud
of her French heritage. In later years she
changed the spelling back to the original
French of Fuquet.

THE RENOIR IN BOX CASE, as it has
come to be known, centers around the ques-
tion of ownership of a small Renoir paint-
ing titled “On the Shore of the Seine,” that
Martha Fuqua asserts she purchased at a flea
market for a few dollars with a box of other
junk.

It was only after her mother, a profes-
sional artist, urged her to get the painting
reviewed that it was discovered to be an
authentic Renoir with substantial value.

It was later determined that the painting
had been stolen decades ago from a mu-
seum in Baltimore, Md.  The courts are cur-
rently deciding who owns the painting—
the museum, the insurance company, the
original donors or Martha Fuqua.

Marcia Fuqua, her daughter said,
“Wouldn’t care about that Renoir painting.
Her concern was with me, not with that
painting.

“She loved us [kids] more than anything,”
said her daughter Martha Fuqua. “She was
a very independent, self sufficient and suc-
cessful woman who loved her family and
her art.”

Mother of “Renoir in
a box” finder influ-
enced local arts.

Influential Great Falls Artist Passes Away

Marcia Fuqua died on Sept. 9, 2013.
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Address .................................. BR FB HB ... Postal City ... Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC PostalCode .......... Subdivision ............ Date Sold

1  7814 SWINKS MILL CT ........... 7 .. 7 .. 2 ...... MCLEAN ..... $2,300,000 .... Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22102 ......... SWINKS MILL ACRES ........ 08/23/13

2  1415 KURTZ RD ..................... 5 .. 5 .. 2 ...... MCLEAN ..... $2,236,694 .... Detached .... 0.46 ...... 22101 ........... SALONA VILLAGE .......... 08/08/13

3  8000 GREENWICH WOODS DR 5 .. 5 .. 2 ...... MCLEAN ..... $2,205,000 .... Detached .... 1.04 ...... 22102 ........ GEORGETOWN PLACE ....... 08/30/13

4  1009 EATON DR ..................... 5 .. 4 .. 2 ...... MCLEAN ..... $2,050,000 .... Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22102 ...... THE GREAT HAMPTONS ..... 08/14/13

5  10023 COLVIN MANOR CT ...... 5 .. 5 .. 2 ... GREAT FALLS .. $2,000,000 .... Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22066 ............ COLVIN MANOR ........... 08/07/13

6  10770 RIVERSCAPE RUN ........ 5 .. 5 .. 3 ... GREAT FALLS .. $1,775,000 .... Detached .... 1.94 ...... 22066 ............... RIVERSCAPE .............. 08/23/13

7  11115 SWEETWOOD LN ......... 5 .. 6 .. 1 ...... OAKTON ..... $1,770,000 .... Detached .... 2.87 ...... 22124 ................. FOX LAKE ................ 08/12/13

8  809 CREWS RD ...................... 4 .. 5 .. 1 ... GREAT FALLS .. $1,750,000 .... Detached .... 0.85 ...... 22066 ............ CREWS WOODS ........... 08/15/13

9  3154 MARY ETTA LN .............. 5 .. 4 .. 2 ..... HERNDON ... $1,399,990 .... Detached .... 1.08 ...... 20171 ........ SHADETREE ESTATES ....... 08/15/13

10  1830 FOUNTAIN DR #1401 ..... 3 .. 3 .. 1 ...... RESTON ..... $1,100,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ...... 20190 .............. PARAMOUNT ............. 08/28/13

11  1251 CENTER HARBOR PL ...... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ...... RESTON ..... $1,075,000 .... Detached .... 0.49 ...... 20194 .................. RESTON ................. 08/01/13

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of September 13, 2013.

August, 2013
Top Sales in
Great Falls,

McLean,
Oakton, Reston

and Herndon

LocalLocal REAL ESTATE

1  7814 Swinks Mill Court,
McLean — $2,300,000

5  10023
Colvin Manor

Court,
Great Falls —

$2,000,000

7  11115 Sweetwood Lane,
Oakton — $1,770,000

9  3154 Mary
Etta Lane,

Herndon —
$1,399,990

10  1830 Fountain Drive
#1401, Reston —
$1,100,000
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Home LifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

T
he colors of autumn
are all around as
pumpkins and squash
fill produce stands

and leaves change from green to
orange, red and yellow before fall-
ing from their branches.

Local designers and tastemakers
are unveiling home accents that
allow you to bring the warm hues
of the season into your home.
Whether using pillows, throws or
flowers, adding the colors and tex-
tures of fall requires less effort
than one might expect.

“Emerald green, orange and tur-
quoise are three of the biggest
color trends we’re seeing,” said
Marcus Browning of European
Country Living in Old Town Alex-
andria. “Throws and pillows are a
given, but you can also tie in tra-
ditional and modern accessories
with rugs, stained glass lamps with
modern or intricate designs.”

Small trays provide a canvas for
highlighting color and adding
functionality to a room, says
Marika Meyer of Marika Meyer
Interiors in Bethesda, Md. “Color
and pattern are in right now,” she
said. “I just purchased the C. Won-
der (http://www.cwonder.com)
navy and white chevron tray for
my home. It adds a punch of color
and freshness to a room. Preppy
is back in a big way, too, offering
lots of patterns.”

Potomac, Md., based interior
designer Sharon Kleinman of Tran-
sitions by Sharon Kleinman uses
flowers to add warmth to a room.
“I love mums,” she said. “I put
them on my kitchen island and on
the hearth in my family room. I
fill my yard and home with them.
They offer such great fall color. I
plant them in my flowerbeds and
put them in pots on my front
porch.”

For those who don’t want the
maintenance of fresh flowers,
Browning suggests their fabric

counterpart. “Great silk flowers
are nice to put in corners of side
boards,” he said. “If you have a
brown table, colored candle stick
holders add a lot of great color.”

Pumpkins, which are ubiquitous
this time of year, are also one of
Kleinman’s fall accessories of
choice. “I add them to the display
of mums on my porch,” she said.
“I have a large ceramic pumpkin
… that I put on my kitchen table
surrounded by real, tiny pump-
kins, gourds and squash. I use that
centerpiece from early October
right through November.”

David Mitchell of David Mitchell
Interior Design in Washington
used a similar style concept at a
McLean home recently. “Wooden
bowls are a great way to bring in
seasonal accessories,” said
Mitchell. “Pottery Barn has large,
vintage, carved wood bowls that
are great for a sideboard or coffee
table, and you can fill them with
mini pumpkins to add a dash of
orange to a neutral space.”

Ann O’Shields, of The Nest Egg
in Fairfax, said, “Hand-blown glass
pumpkins are extremely popular
and a great way to add a classic
touch of fall in your home.”

Local designers offer suggestions for
bringing the harvest into your home.

Decorating for Fall

Make use of fall foliage both in-
side and outside of your home,
advises O’Shields. “Wreaths for fall
are abundant, featuring leaves and
small pumpkins, and are a great
way to set the stage for fall décor,”
she said. “Mantel decorating … is
an easy way to create a focal point
for fall in a room. Add leaves, fall
candles, pumpkins and more to
liven up a room.”

Incorporating the hues of fall

into a home’s existing décor can
help welcome the season in style.
“Bringing in the colors of fall will
add warmth to your home as the
air gets crisper,” said O’Shields.
“Orange, gold, reds and brown are
all earth tones that create a feel-
ing of fall. Adding warm throws
for cooler nights and updating
throw pillows are easy ways to
incorporate colors for the new sea-
son.”

Mums and pumpkins are classic fall accessories for both
the exterior and interior of one’s home.
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HELP
WANTED
Part-time
graphic artist
needed on Wednes-
days to help with
page layout, ad
design and photo
processing in small,
very busy depart-
ment in Old Town
Alexandria, walking
distance to King St.
Metro. More hours
available some
weeks. Send
letter, resume to
resumes@
connectionnews
papers.com
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Fairfax COUNTY
Chamber OF COMMERCE

Preventing and Ending

Fairfax-Falls Church Community Partnership
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless

3rd Annual Jeans Day:
Putting the ZIP on Homelessness

Friday, October 18, 2013
Help end
homelessness
in our
community.
Get involved!
Register and allow your
employees or members
to wear jeans to work
on Friday, October 18,
in exchange for a $5
employee contribution
to the Fairfax-Falls
Church Community
Partnership to Prevent
& End Homelessness!

jeansday2013-eorg.eventbrite.com

Landon School prepares

talented boys for productive

 lives as accomplished,

responsible and caring men.

WWW.LANDON.NET
301-320-1067
An independent,

non-sectarian, college
preparatory day school
for boys in grades 3-12

located in
Bethesda, Maryland.

McLean & Great Falls
Market Analysis of Homes Sales
1ST 3 QTRS. 2012 COMPARED TO 1ST 3 QTRS. 2013

(Based on Final Closed Price)
$750k~

>$3 Mil. $2-3 Mil. $1.25-2 Mil. $1.25 Mil. <$750k

1ST HALF 2012
22101 8 18 81 113 126
22102 5 12 29 70 125
22066 5 6 37 79 35
Total 18 36 147 262 286
Combined Total 201 548

ALL SALES 1ST 3 QTRS. 2012: 749

1ST HALF 2013
22101 9 21 81 163 76
22102 4 15 40 52 131
22066 8 9 54 100 31
Total 21 45 175 315 238
Combined Total 241 553

ALL SALES 1ST 3 QTRS. 2013: 794

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

“Nature’s Shapes and Colors,” an ex-
hibit of photography capturing the va-
riety of shapes and colors in nature by
Great Falls photographer and author
Dee Leggett, will be on display through
Nov. 30, at Seneca Hill Animal Hospi-
tal, Resort and Spa in Great Falls. Pho-
tos display local butterflies, shapes and
colors from East Coast beaches to re-
flections in the Yukon. The exhibit will
be on display during business hours at
11415 Georgetown Pike. Leggett is a
member of Great Falls Studios and has
been exhibiting her photography for
more than 10 years. Visit
DeeLeggettPhotography.vpweb.com,
email her at DeeLeggett@aol.com or
call 703-430-8680.

‘Nature’s Shapes and Colors’ Photo Exhibit

“Sunny Day in Cades Cove” captures the intense
blues and greens of this place in Great Smoky
Mountain National Park.
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By Karen

Briscoe

I
n almost ev-
ery market
segment of
McLean and

Great Falls the number of residen-
tial transactions are up in the first
three quarters of 2013 compared
to the same time period in 2012.
The total number of sales in-
creased 6 percent, which is very
strong given that it represents only
the first three quarters of the year.

The largest gain was in the up-
per bracket market segment of
properties that sold for greater than
$1.25 million, with a 20 percent
increase in number of transactions.
All price points experienced a gain
in number of sales in the respec-
tive market segment except for the
lowest category of under $750,000.
My theory is that many market seg-
ments are experiencing price in-
creases at such a level that home
buyers are having to move into the
next bracket up in order to be able
to purchase. Further throughout
the first three quarters of 2013 the
lower price ranges experienced sig-
nificant inventory shortages. Thus
I believe that we could very well
have seen a larger gain in all seg-
ments had there been more homes
available to purchase for the entry-
level homebuyer.

My predictions for the final
quarter of 2013 have to do with
supply versus demand in the vari-
ous market segments.

In the entry-level home buyer
market of McLean and Great Falls,
considered to be under $750,000,
there continues to be a serious
shortage of supply. At the time this
data was compiled, there exists less
than a one-month supply of homes

available to purchase. Most real
estate experts consider a balanced
market to be a six-month supply.
This is a great time to be a seller in
the under $750,000 price range in
McLean and Great Falls. Homes
priced correctly and in top condi-
tion for the current market are sell-
ing rapidly and in many cases with
multiple offers, escalation clauses
and contingency-free contracts.

The move-up market segment of
McLean and Great Falls is the
$750,000 to $1.25 million. Cur-
rently there exists only a three-
month supply of properties avail-
able to purchase. With supply run-
ning at generally one-half of the
current demand that is why good
homes priced correctly for the
market are selling quickly for a
strong price and terms.

The upper bracket market in this
area is considered to be homes
valued at $1.25 million or more.

The good news is that in McLean
and Great Falls the market has sta-
bilized as we are currently at a 10-
month supply of inventory. That
means in parts of this market seg-
ment it may still be more of a
buyer’s market than a seller’s.

The peak of the real estate mar-
ket in Northern Virginia was in
2005-2006. The market typically
follows a year cycle from peak to
peak. My ongoing prediction that
values would return to market peak
for this area in some segments be-
ginning in 2012 was right on track.
The first three quarters of 2013 re-
iterates that trend. Thus 2013 is
continuing to prove that it will be
a very good year for the McLean
and Great Falls real estate market.

Karen Briscoe is principal of the HBC
Realty Group-Keller Williams. Contact her
via the means most convenient for you:
www.HBCRealtyGroup.com, 703-734-
0192, Homes@HBCRealtyGroup.com.

News

Real Estate in McLean and Great Falls:
Strong for First Three Quarters 2013
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‘Rally for a Cause’
Tennis Tourney
In Reston

Early morning clouds dispersed
and the rain held off Sept. 21 and
22 for Reston’s “Rally for a Cause”
second annual tennis tournament.
Sixty five players, nearly double the
number of players from the previous
year, gathered at the Lake Newport
tennis facility for men’s and
women’s 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 singles
and doubles draws. They brought
their racquets, their wallets and
their friends to combine the sport of
tennis with charitable giving. The
tournament sponsored three causes:
USTA Serves/Wounded Warrior
Curriculum, HEART (Have Everyone
Access Tennis) and Cornerstones,
which respectively support rehabili-
tation through tennis for injured or
ill veterans, tennis scholarships for
children and interfaith family
services .

The tournament drew a significant
number of entrants from surround-
ing areas such as Arlington, Alexan-
dria and Herndon and saw
fundraising revenue grow from
$2,000 to $3,100 ; an increase of
approximately one third.

While competitors mixed it up on
court in competition Saturday,
tournament directors mixed it up
Sunday with a last minute men’s
and women’s 4.0 mixed doubles
round robin. ºA shortfall of men’s
and women’s doubles teams re-
quired the last minute fix but the
players loved the remedy. Trophies,
raffle drawings and free refresh-
ments donated by local businesses
and underwritten by local orthodon-
tist Hani Thariani, supplemented the
fun and success of the event.

Rachel McGowan (women’s
singles player) returns in
the Rally for a Cause Tour-
nament to benefit three
area nonprofits.

Sports

Langley Football
Blows Out Marshall

The Langley football team overwhelmed
and outplayed an over-matched and out-
manned Marshall Statesmen squad on Fri-
day, winning 56-13 at Marshall High School.

The Saxons scored early and often, using
a balanced attack for a total of 530 yards
(283 in the air and 247 on the ground) to
improve their season record to 3-2, with two
of their wins coming against teams ranked
in the Washington Post’s top 20.

Langley scored on its first five offensive
possessions against Marshall, going 56-
yards (in two plays), 42-yards (also in two
plays), 88-yards (in three plays), 76-yards
(in four plays), and 85-yards (in two plays).
Between the first two scores, Garrett Collier
returned a punt 61 yards for a touchdown.
By halftime, Langley had amassed a 42-6
lead (Erik Swayne had supplied all six PATs).
Marshall’s sole score came with 6 seconds
left in the half on a 2-yard run.

The Saxons played their reserves the re-
mainder of the second half after register-
ing a quick seven points on their first pos-
session of the half to push their lead to 49-
6. Both teams traded fourth quarter scores
to end it at 56-13.

For the game, Langley senior quarterback
Nick Casso completed four out of seven
passes for 218 yards and two touchdowns.
He also scored a rushing touchdown. Casso
had a career-long 85-yard toss to Austin
Denham late in the second quarter.

Complementing the passing was junior
running back Tyler West, who rushed for
204 yards and three touchdowns on only
seven carriers. He had an 88-yard gallop at
the outset of the second quarter.

Langley will host Fairfax at 7:30 p.m. on
Friday, Oct. 11. Marshall (0-5) will travel
to face Stuart.

McLean Football
Beats Herndon

The McLean football team on Oct. 4
earned it second consecutive victory, beat-
ing Herndon 42-27.

McLean’s Gabriel Sutherland carried 18
times for 176 yards and four touchdowns,
according to stats from the Washington
Post’s allmetsports.com. Daniel Hecht com-
pleted 12 of 17 passes for 185 yards with
two touchdowns and one interception.

Herndon’s Lamik Bumbrey carried 23
times for 104 yards. Ryan McLaughlin com-
pleted 13 of 20 passes for 201 yards and
three touchdowns.

McLean (3-2) will host Stone Bridge at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 11. Herndon (0-
5) will host Edison at 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 12.

South Lakes Football
Defeats Madison

The South Lakes football team improved
to 3-2 with a 36-27 victory over Madison
on Oct. 4.

Madison’s Marcus Person carried 17 times
for 103 yards and two touchdowns, accord-
ing to the Washington Post’s
allmetsports.com.

South Lakes will travel to face Thomas
Jefferson at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 11.
Madison (0-5) will host Robinson.

Oakton Football Wins
Fourth Straight

The Oakton football team defeated
Woodson 21-6 on Oct. 4, giving the Cou-
gars four straight wins since dropping their
season opener to T.C. Williams.

Against Woodson, Oakton quarterback
Michael Ficarra completed six of 11 passes
for 46 yards and a touchdown, and carried
14 times for 78 yards, according to the
Washington Post’s allmetsports.com. Alek
Schultz rushed eight times for 66 yards and
a touchdown, and returned an interception
80 yards for a score.

Oakton will open conference play at
Chantilly at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 11.

Flint Hill
Volleyball Beats
Georgetown Day

The Flint Hill volleyball team improved
to 15-1 with a 3-0 (25-6, 25-11, 25-11)
home victory against Georgetown Day on
Oct. 3.

Flint Hill, which has won four VISAA state
championships in the last five years, suf-
fered its first loss of the season on Sept. 28,
falling 2-1 in a best-of-three against
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy. The Huskies
responded with wins against Georgetown
Visitation, Paul VI and Georgetown Day.

“This group, their goal is to put another
banner up there,” Flint Hill head coach
Carrol Anderson said after the Georgetown
Day victory. “This past weekend, we had our
first loss and we actually, I think, have
learned a lot from that loss by the way we
played last night at PVI … and realizing
what we need to do every match.”

Flint Hill’s lone senior, 5-foot-11 middle
blocker Erica Narel, is orally committed to
North Carolina State.

The Huskies faced National Cathedral on
Tuesday, after The Connection’s deadline.
Flint Hill will compete in the Tournament
of Champions in Roanoke on Oct. 11-12
and will host Chantilly at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day, Oct. 15.

Langley quarterback Nick Casso, seen against Chantilly on Sept. 27, threw two touchdown passes and ran for
a score on Oct. 4 against Marshall.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IRRIGATION SERVICE/INSTALLATION/REPAIR
*WINTER BLOW OUT/SPRING TURN ON*

FALL CLEAN-UP -
LEAF VAC SERVICE

703) 823-5156 • admin@cutterlandscapes.com

*Other Services Include:
Commercial Snow Removal

(Alexandria/Arlington), Patios,
Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Tree Service, Fencing, Lighting,
Grounds Maintenance, Etc.

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

703-204-0733

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios • Exposed Aggregate
Sidewalks • Carports  • Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick• Stonework

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Clean Up...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

EmploymentEmployment

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 

FROM HOME

6-8 weeks. Accredited, Free Brochure,
No Computer Needed. 1-800-264-8330

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL
www.diplomafromhome.com

MUST LOVE CATS

Volunteers needed for cat caretaker shifts 
with Lost Dog & Cat Rescue Foundation at 
7 Corners/Falls Church PetSmart location. 

Need weekday morning volunteers; 
mid-day volunteers, all days; and evening 

volunteer(s) on Saturdays; great 
opportunity for student service hours. 

Email  shazz@sonic.net.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

I went to visit my father the other day –
at the cemetery – September 23rd was his
birthday. He would have been 94. I had no
trouble finding him; he was in his usual
spot next to my mother of course, also
deceased. My father often joked about his
cemetery plot: he wanted an aisle so if he
had to get up in the middle of the night for
a glass of water, he wouldn’t disturb my
mother. Presumably, when I stand over his
grave and blather on about stuff – most
regularly about my life living with cancer, I
am not disturbing him. I really don’t know
for sure since I receive very little feedback.
It’s always quiet there, other than when I’m
speaking. But I wouldn’t expect anything
else; after all, it’s a cemetery. Libraries are
noisy by comparison.

My father has been gone now nearly
seven years, since December 2006. (My
mother died two years later, nearly to the
day.) Hardly has he ever been forgotten
though. I was an extremely lucky child. I
had a great father who was devoted to his
family: me, my brother Richard and my
mother, Ceil. There wasn’t anything he
wouldn’t do for any of us. I miss him terri-
bly, especially during baseball season. He
loved the Boston Red Sox and was fortu-
nate, unlike some others his age (born in
1919) to have actually witnessed a World
Series Championship in his lifetime (1918
was the last Championship until 2004).
There are New Englanders who during
their particular 86 years of life (the actual
length of the “Curse of the Bambino”) – or
less, never celebrated a Championship; he
did in 2004. With the Red Sox back in the
playoffs this year for the first time in four
years, my father’s memory looms large;
(heck, he was a member of a “knothole
gang,” attending games as a child during
the Great Depression).

And though I readily admit I haven’t had
any two-way conversations with him at the
cemetery, I have had – and continue to
have, although less frequently than in pre-
vious years, the occasional dream where he
appears or is present somehow. I don’t
recall any real interactions of late: touch-
ing, conversing, interacting, etc. In the
past, however, there have been a few
dreams where there was definite acknowl-
edgment of one another, touching even,
and a feeling that our connection was still
intact. I don’t know that I feel anything like
that when I visit him at the cemetery now.
But given the fact that he’s buried a few
feet below where I typically – and respect-
fully, stand (off to the side, actually), his
physical proximity to me there almost
trumps the cerebral-type dream interac-
tions that we’ve shared since his death. I
wouldn’t want to have to choose between
the two. I like experiencing both. I hope he
does as well.

My parents are resting peacefully
approximately 20 minutes by car from my
house. And though neither one is still alive,
they both live on inside of me. I don’t think
I could have survived having stage IV non-
small lung cancer (a terminal diagnosis) for
as long as I have without their wisdom and
encouragement – in life and in death. I’m
lucky still.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Farther Away
But Still Close

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

OF GREATER WASHINGTON
FAIRFAX COUNTY REGION

Youth Development Program Aide
for Boys & Girls Club of Greater Washington
Fairfax Region, Culmore Club. Prepare youth
for success with a great team; implement pro-
grams, services and activities for drop-in
members and visitors; prepare activity reports,
participate is special programs and events,
maintain close daily contact with club staff,
members, supervisor and others. May be
required to drive Club van. High school
diploma or GED and valid state drivers license
required; Spanish fluency preferred; manda-
tory CPR and First Aid certifications. Contact
Wonhee Kang at wkang@bgcgw.org

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

27 Quick & Easy Fix Ups to Sell
Your Home Fast and for Top Dollar
ARLINGTON & FAIRFAX CO. - Because your home may well be your largest
asset, selling it is probably one of the most important decisions you will make in
your life. And once you have made that decision, you ll want to sell your home for
the highest price in the shortest time possible without compromising your sanity.
Before you place your home on the market, here s a way to help you to be as pre-
pared as possible.

  To assist homesellers, a new industry report has just been released called 27
Valuable Tips That You Should Know to Get Your Home Sold Fast and for Top
Dollar. It tackles the important issues you need to know to make your home com-
petitive in  today s tough, aggressive marketplace.

Through these 27 tips, you will discover how to protect and capitalize on your
most important investment, reduce stress, be in control of your situation, and
make the most profit possible.

  In this report you ll discover how to avoid financial disappointment or worse, a
financial disaster when selling your home. Using a common-sense approach, you
get the straight facts about what can make or break the sale of your home.

  To order your FREE copy of this report visit
www.VirginiaHomeSellerTips.com

or call 1.800.630.1972 and request report #1223

   You owe it to yourself to learn how these important tips will give you the
competitive edge to get your home sold fast and for the most amount of money.

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Inova Medical Group Cardiology welcomes

Fairfax Heart Associates.
To make an appointment or

To request medical records please contact:

(703) 204-9301
3301 Woodburn Road Suite 301

Annandale, Virginia 22003

To move your records to a provider
Outside our network, customary fees apply.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
1960 Chain Bridge Road, LLC 
trading as Crowne Plaza Ty-
sons Corner, 1960 Chain 
Bridge Road, Mclean, VA 
22102. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL for a Wine and Beer on 
and off premises license to sell 
or manufacture alcoholic bev-
erages. Mark G. Carrier, Presi-
dent, 1960 Chain Bridge Rd, 
LLC.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

ClassifiedClassified

sHome & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions. 
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

SUMMONS
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISION OF ST THOMAS AND ST JOHN

RC HOTELS(Virginin Islands), INC (Plaintiff)
vs
ALKESH TAYAL (Defendant)

CIVIL NO. 191/2010
ACTION FOR DEBTAND FORCLOSURE OF REAL 
PROPERTY MORTGAGE

TO: Alkesh Tayal
1014 Salt Meadow Lane
Mclean, VA 22101

Within the time limited by law(see not below) you are hereby 
required to appear before this Court and answer claim filed 
against you in this action. In the case of your failure to appear 
or answer, judgement by default will be taken against  you as 
demanded in the Complaint for ACTION FOR DEBT AND 
FORECLOSURE OF REAL PROPERTY MORTGAGE. 
Witness my hand and the Seal of the Court this 7th day of 
April, 2010.

VENETIA HARVEY VELASQUEZ, Clerk of the Court

Richard P. Farrelly, Esq.
Birch, de Jongh & Hindels, PLLC
Poinsetta House at Bluebeard’s Castle
1330 Estate Taarnebjerg
St Thomas, USVI 00802
340-774-1100
340774-7300 fax

NOTE: The defendant, if served personally, is required to file 
his/her answer or other defense with the Clerk of this Court, 
and to serve a copy thereof upon the plaintiff’s attorney within 
twenty(20) days after service of this summons, excluding the 
date of service. If served by publication or by personal service 
outside of the jurisdiction, the defendant is required to file 
his/her answer or other defense with the Clerk of this Court, 
and to serve a copy thereof upon the attorney for the plaintiff 
within thirty (30) days after the completion of the period of pub-
lication or personal service outside of the jurisdiction. 
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

703-757-3222 OfficeHelen Chung VasiliadisSusan Canis

Jan & Dan Laytham
Dianne Van Volkenburg

Great Falls $2,495,000

Great Falls $1,399,000

Great Falls $999,000

Great Falls $1,625,000Great Falls $2,495,000

McLean $1,355,000 Great Falls $1,699,000

Great Falls $1,799,000

Great Falls $3,399,000

Great Falls $1,049,000
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Great Falls $895,000 Great Falls $4,499,999

Great Falls $1,990,000

Great Falls $1,899,000 Great Falls $13,500,000


