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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
homas Redding had one thing on his mind
during last week’s succession of rainy
days, and it could only be found Satur-
day morning at Reston Town Center.  “I

wanted a Devil’s Backbone Vienna Lager, and I
wanted to enjoy it near the fountain,” said the Reston
native. “I’ve been working outdoors and getting
soaked to the bone all week, and that’s what kept
me going. Well, that and a bratwurst, which I got
right after.”

Redding got what he was looking for at the an-
nual Oktoberfest Reston, which was held last week-
end. Hosted by the Greater Reston Chamber of Com-
merce, it was the go-to event for German music, beer,
wine and food from a variety of local vendors.

“As soon as I started walking down Market Street
from the pavilion, I saw a big line in front of the
Clyde’s booth, and for the life of me I couldn’t un-
derstand what people would be waiting around for,”
said Alex Stoeffel of Oak Hill. “Then I saw the two
grills just filled with bratwurst and knockwurst, and
I made sure to get myself a spot in the very same
line.” In addition to the classic German fare offered
at Clyde’s, visitors could choose from sushi at Obi

Sushi, crab cakes from Hooked, gnocchi from Paolo’s
and more.

Elsewhere, along Library Street, firefighters and
law enforcement personnel participated in the an-
nual Guns N’ Hoses Chili Cookoff. A wide variety of
chilis were offered to passers-by who were looking
to sample different takes on the classic dish.

“I think I had two favorites, the Blazing 404 Chili
[from the Herndon Fire Station], and the T-Bone’s
White Bean Chicken Chili,” said Barney Speck of
Herndon. “I usually like the hottest the best, but the
chicken chili was a different twist, and definitely
deserves a vote.”

The pavilion stage featured German music, Alpine
dancers and an alphorn player, whose long instru-
ment was taller than she was, throughout most of
the day Saturday.

“I thought they did a great job of keeping the crowd
involved in the pavilion, particularly since a lot of us
were trying to stay dry, but we still had some fun,”
said Sheena Gilroy of Reston.

Though the rain cleared up a little bit throughout
the course of Saturday, many attendees dressed for
the occasion, at least when it came to headwear.

“If my Alpine hat can’t take a little rain, then it’s
probably not much of an Alpine hat,” said Jon
DeWindsor of Herndon, who along with two friends,
came in full lederhosen, suspenders and knee socks.
“The rest of the outfit doesn’t help with the weather,
but I think we’re looking good enough that no one
will mind.”

The Alpine Dancers perform at Reston Town Center as part of Oktoberfest Saturday,
Oct. 12.

Town Center Hosts Oktoberfest
Annual festival features
German food, dance.

Clyde’s
staff mem-
bers cook
knockwurst
and
bratwurst
for
Oktoberfest
Reston
Saturday,
Oct. 12.
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From left, Ralph Scheuermann and Frank Yindra of The
Low’n’Brows German Band perform at Oktoberfest
Reston Saturday, Oct. 12.

Herbert and Carol Traxler of the Alpine Dancers perform
at Oktoberfest Reston Saturday, Oct. 12.
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News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

T
he newest members of the
Fairfax County Police De-
partment don’t wear
badges or carry guns. But

they’re officers, just the same — and
they’re awfully cute.

They’re Bolt and Silas (Sy, for short)
and they’re 14-week-old bloodhound
puppies being trained to track and find
people by scent. They were introduced
to the public recently by their partners,
MPO Pete Masood and PFC Kevin
Clarke, respectively.

“They’ve got thousands of years of
instinct using their noses in trailing and
tracking,” said Clarke. “They have the
capability to run a very old trail, which
is a forte of bloodhounds. They won’t
do narcotics or criminal apprehension;
they’ll only learn one discipline — track-
ing.”

The pups will be used to follow clues in
homicide investigations and find missing
adults, such as Alzheimer’s patients, and lost
children. And when they locate the object
of their search, they won’t bite.

Instead, said Clarke, “They’re friendly and
non-aggressive. All they want to do is be
around people. So they’ll love [whoever
they’ve found]. They’ll jump on them, lick
their faces and give them hugs and kisses.
Then they’ll be ready for their reward from
us — which is the love we give them.”

First, though, the warm-brown puppies
with tender, expressive eyes have to be
trained. Last Wednesday, Sept. 18, outside
the police K-9 Training Facility in Chantilly,
the pair of puppies — who are brothers —
stayed close to each other and to their part-
ners.

Since the facility is next to the police fir-
ing range, multiple shots often rang out
while the pups stood on the grass. And each
time, the puppies startled. But it’s just one
of the many sounds and surfaces they’ll have
to get used to.

“We’ll get them out here and acclimate
them to the noises — gunfire, [vehicle]
brakes and birds,” said Masood. They’ll also
be exposed to airplanes, wind, rain, heat,
car horns honking, plus obstacles such as
fences. And they’ll learn how it feels on their
paws to walk in the woods, through brush,
on cement, carpet, tile floors, etc.

That way, said Clarke, “When they get out
on the street, when they’re almost a year
old, they’ll be ready.”

The police got the purebred puppies from
Huntsville, Ala., for $600 each, when they
were just 7 weeks. But, added Clarke, “A
fully trained bloodhound goes for $15,000-
$20,000 because of the training they’ve re-

ceived.”
Masood said police have had success with

this bloodline, as these pups are the second
pair from the Alabama site. They’ll eventu-
ally be 90-100 pounds but, said Masood,
“If they’re leaner, they’ll have less hip prob-
lems and more endurance. We want to be
able to work them long hours. It’s also easier
on us, lifting them up over obstacles, if
they’re not so heavy.”

Bolt and Sy are eating specially designed,
high-protein, dry dog food. “But they eat a
lot of it — and anything else they can get a
hold of — children’s toys, hardware,” said
Clarke. “Officer Masood’s dog is named Bolt
because, after a week home, he removed a
bolt from his crate and ingested it.”

“He worked the bolt loose overnight,” said
Masood. “I found the nut, the next day, and
took him to the vet, who X-rayed him, saw
the bolt still in his stomach and got it out.”

As for Clarke’s puppy, he said, “My kids
named him Silas after Uncle Sy on [the TV
show] ‘Duck Dynasty,’ and I think it’s a fit-
ting bloodhound name.”

The department has 15 patrol K-9 offic-

ers, including current bloodhounds Shnoz
and Cody. Masood and Clarke also each
work with a patrol dog, trained to appre-
hend criminal suspects. And usually two or
three dogs a night are on the job.

“I’ve been in this section 12 years, work-
ing with German Shepherds, and have
worked with Shnoz since 2008,” said
Masood. “Officer Clarke has worked with
Shepherds five years, but this is his first
bloodhound. Officer Marshal Thielen works
with Cody.”

Ideally, police would like the dogs to work
for 10 years; but sometimes, health prob-
lems force them to be retired early. So they
want to get Sy and Bolt up and running as
soon as possible because they’ll eventually
replace Shnoz and Cody.

The bond between the K-9s and their part-
ners is critically important. “They want to
please us — that’s their reward —so the
dogs come home with us and our families,”
said Clarke. “They’re with us 24/7; we have
safe and secure backyard kennels at our
houses.”

“My wife used to be a vet,” said Masood.

“And she and our 4-year-old daughter
both love Bolt.”

Colt, Clarke’s German Shepherd, and
Sy are part of a team now, as are Shnoz
and Bolt, where the more-experienced
bloodhound teaches the newcomer. “If
Sy sees Colt do something, he does it,
too,” said Clarke. “The same is true of
Shnoz and Bolt.”

The bloodhound pups will train 30
hours/month and, once they’re done,
Clarke expects they’ll be requested for
help throughout the region and even
across state lines. “Most regions have
patrol dogs,” he said. “Bloodhounds are
rare because of the time, energy and
expense to train them. They’re smart
and obedient, but stubborn, because
they think with their nose first and their
brain second.”

“They can be given a piece of cloth-
ing and they’ll stay with that scent,
despite other, different odors in an
area,” continued Clarke. “And they can
follow a scent even a week later. For
example, they could find a person miss-
ing in a park, although hundreds of

other people were hiking there.”
He said one of the “biggest perks” of hav-

ing bloodhounds is their scent-specific train-
ing. Said Clarke: “A dog can also be trained
to identify someone — almost like in a
lineup — by putting his paws on the chest
of the person whose scent he tracked.”

“Each track always yields positive, suc-
cessful leads for the detectives,” he added.
“Even if the dog can’t find the subject, he
could, for example, find the bus stop where
the subject last was. Or he could tell us
where the scent stopped by just circling
around that spot.”

Police dogs are also considered law-en-
forcement officers. “They’re working dogs,”
said Masood. “And if someone assaults
them, that person can be charged.”

Currently, Bolt and Sy are focusing on
bonding with Masood and Clarke. But
within a month or two, they’ll begin short
tracks. “We’ll then stretch out the time and
distance to teach them to eventually run
three- and four-day tracks,” said Clarke.
“Tracking is in their blood; they’re one of
the oldest tracking dogs in the world —
we’re just harnessing it.”

Actually, he said, “It’s a game to these
dogs. So when it becomes real, it’s still fun
for them.”

“Their natural instinct is to hunt animals,”
added Masood. “We just train them to hunt
humans.”

The puppies are first trained by someone
showing them food and then running away
with it, and they have to find it. “They’ll
learn the game through repetition,” said
Clarke. “And at the end, there’s a party —
verbal and physical praise, plus a food re-
ward.”

Eventually, said Masood, they’ll receive
scent articles to track. That’s because, said
Clarke, “It’s what they’re bred to do — and
they love it.”

Finding people is
fun for new police
bloodhound pups.

On the Job and Hot on the Trail

Officer Pete Masood (left) and Kevin Clarke show off the newest members of the
Fairfax County Police K9 unit, Bolt (left) and Sy, 14-week-old bloodhounds that
the two handlers will train to be tracking dogs for the unit.

Litter-mates
Bolt and Sy, 14-
week-old
bloodhounds,
are the newest
members of
the Fairfax
County Police
K9 unit. They
will be trained
to find trails
and locate
missing
people.
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Living With Multiple
Sclerosis (MS)

Event code: TR228070 (1080654) MS.US.PO1497.0313

An informative event for people living
with MS and their care partners.

Space is limited. A light meal will be served.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com

James Simsarian, MD
Neurology Center of Fairfax

Tuesday, October 22, 2013,
at 6:30 PM Eastern

Paolo’s Ristorante
11898 Market St., Reston, VA 20190

News

T
he Lake Anne PTA sponsored a rally
for Walk to School Day, last
Wednesday, Oct. 9, at a local park

before school. The international day dedi-
cated to walking to school inspired the PTA
to host a walk to school the first Friday of
every month.

The woman in the red sweater is the elementary school’s own Assistant
Principal Melissa Goddin, with regular teacher substitute Laura Barber
standing beside. On the ground is resting student Joseph.

Lake Anne Walks to School,
PTA Plans to Make it a Habit

Students received charms with a chain to
put on their backpacks to commemorate the
initiative.

Parents, staff and students crossed streets
with the help of guards and even Assistant
Principal Melissa Goddin, to get everyone
safely to school.
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Of a Complete
System Installation

or Generator Installation*

703-938-0550

We Finance Too!

Air Conditioners • Heat Pumps • Furnaces
Boilers • Water Heaters • Humidifiers
Generators • Maintenance Agreements

$29
Diagnostic on a

Cooling or Heating
Breakdown*

2012 Super Service Award

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Handyman Services
Available!!

Bath Packages
Available!!

Japanese Maples

30% OFF
35%

Japanese Maples

30% OFF
35%

FREE ESTIMATES

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

25% OFF25% OFF25% OFF25% OFF25% OFF
•Early Blooming
Shrubs, Trees &

Perennials

•Early Blooming
Shrubs, Trees &

Perennials

•Early Blooming
Shrubs, Trees &

Perennials

•Early Blooming
Shrubs, Trees &

Perennials

•Early Blooming
Shrubs, Trees &

Perennials

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection Over 200 VarietiesOver 200 Varieties

Patios, Walkways, Walls, Paver Driveways,
Landscapes and Much More!

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

News

Signs on the platform at the Reston-Wiehle
Avenue Metrorail Station direct passen-
gers to the Largo area, the terminus for
eastbound Silver Line trains.

This is what passengers will see looking
west from the mezzanine at the Wiehle-
Reston East Metrorail Station.

The signs are in place at the Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail Station. This photo, looking
west, along the Dulles Toll Road Corridor, shows the entrance to the pedestrian pavil-
ion on the south side of the Dulles Road, where sidewalks, curbs and gutters were
recently installed.

Wiehle-Reston East Station Nears Completion

W
hile the precise opening date for Phase 1
of the Silver Line has not been set, Dulles
Corridor Metrorail Project crews are put-

ting the finishing touches on the systems and struc-
tures at the future Wiehle-Reston East station.

This station is now approximately 98 percent com-
plete, according to the Metropolitan Washington Air-
ports Authority, owners and managers of the project.

A clear signal of construction progress is the re-
cent installation of the familiar Metro signage at the
stations and the entrances to pedestrian pavilions
and access points on both the north and south sides
of rail facilities at the Wiehle Station in the median
of the Dulles Toll Road, Airport Access highway cor-
ridor west of the Wiehle Avenue overpass.

The signs also are now going up at the four sta-
tions in Tysons Corner. At the Wiehle Station, a vari-
ety of punch list items are being done. Curb and gut-
ter is being installed and landscaping is in place.
Windscreens, passenger information systems and
lighting have been installed. Hook-ups are ready for
installation of fare card machines by the Washing-
ton Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA).
The station manager’s kiosk is in place. Elevators and
escalators are operational but still being tested.

Throughout the alignment from East Falls Church
to Wiehle Avenue, significant testing is taking place
day and night. Test trains—some as long as six cars—
have been spotted in Reston and Tysons Corner.

Testing to ensure the safety of the system remains
the top priority of all the agencies involved, project
officials said.
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For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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RETURNING HONESTY, FAIRNESS AND INTEGRITY TO THE FAIRFAX COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

WILL BRING NEW LEADERSHIP, NEW COMMAND STRUCTURE, NEW MANAGEMENT
AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES TO THE FAIRFAX COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

WILL IMPROVE THE WAY SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES AND THE COMMUNITY RESPOND TO PEOPLE
EXPERIENCING MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES

WILL ADD RECORDING SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS INSIDE THE COUNTY JAIL

HAS OVER 30 YEARS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT EXPERIENCE AND IS A UNITED STATES AIR FORCE VETERAN

HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY THE POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION AND CONGRESSMAN FRANK WOLF

See Week,  Page 20

Community
Forum to Review
Master Plan

With the Reston Master Plan
Special Study Task Force work
nearing completion, Supervisor
Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill) is
hosting a community meeting on
Tuesday, Oct. 22, 7 p.m., to review
the draft language for the Fairfax
County Comprehensive Plan. The
plan will guide development
around the three transit station
areas in Reston through 2030. The
meeting will be held at South
Lakes High School, Lecture Hall,
11400 South Lakes Drive, Reston.

In 2010 Supervisor Hudgins ini-
tiated Phase I of the Reston Com-
prehensive Plan study, appointing
a task force of 25 individuals, or-
ganization representatives and
landowners. The Reston Master
Plan Special Study Task Force was
chaired by Patricia Nicoson. Nu-
merous Task Force and special
community meetings were held,
generating energetic and spirited
discussions.

Supervisor Hudgins invites all
interested Reston residents to join
the discussion. The Task Force has
been meeting for nearly three

years to create plan language that
will guide the land use and zon-
ing growth around the Metro sta-
tions.  To reserve space or for ques-
tions regarding the meeting, con-
tact Goldie Harrison, Hunter Mill
District office at 703-478-0283.

AAUW to Dis-
cuss Barriers to
Affordable Com-
munity Colleges

Dr. Catherine Hill, director of
research for the American Associa-
tion of University Women, will be
the featured speaker at the AAUW
program at Oakton Public Library
on Saturday, Oct. 26 beginning at
12:30 p.m. The program is free
and open to the public. The
Oakton Library is located at 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.

Dr. Hill will talk about the AAUW
report Women in Community Col-
lege: Access to Success, which
identifies challenges facing stu-
dent parents and opportunities in
STEM fields, as well as how com-
munity colleges can provide more
women with a reliable path to op-
portunity and economic security.

Week in Reston
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News

F
riday, Oct. 11 the Reston Rotary visited Lake
Anne ES and donated dictionaries to all of the
third grade students. Because Lake Anne is a

Left to right: Gillian, Zane, Avram and Anthony, students in the Spanish immersion
program, each received bi-lingual dictionaries.

Lake Anne Says ‘Gracias and Thank You’ to Rotary
Spanish immersion school they were kind enough to
donate both bi-lingual (Spanish/English) and English
dictionaries.

Spanish immersion program students
raise their hands to answer Dan

Flavin’s question asking who in the
audience knew what a dictionary was.

Photos

contributed

Rotary folks: Dan Flavin, Diana Hunter and Melinda
Oburns.

HELP
WANTED
Part-time
graphic artist
needed on Wednes-
days to help with
page layout, ad
design and photo
processing in small,
very busy depart-
ment in Old Town
Alexandria, walking
distance to King St.
Metro. More hours
available some
weeks. Send
letter, resume to
resumes@
connectionnews
papers.com
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News

By Ryan Dunn

The Connection

D
espite overcast
weather and a con-
tinued drizzle,
Herndon High

School held the annual homecom-
ing parade in downtown Herndon
on Saturday, Oct. 12. Parade par-
ticipants began staging on Sterling
Road, where the parade kicked off
at 9:30 a.m. The parade then
turned left onto Elden Street and
headed into downtown.

Herndon resident Tim Phillips,
owner of Rock Creek Productions
Inc., whose son plays percussion,
captured some video footage of
the Herndon High band perform-
ing during the event. “The band
has been an amazing experience
for my kids,” said Phillips.

The Herndon High School
marching band “The Pride of
Herndon” has been selected by
members of Congress and the
United States Marine Band to rep-
resent Virginia in the 2013 Pearl
Harbor Memorial Parade. A reso-
lution was passed by the Herndon
Town Council in October to offset
each student’s cost to Pearl Har-
bor by $50.

Herndon High’s Theatre Depart-
ment marched in the parade, per-
forming numbers from their up-
coming musical, “Seussical.” The
musical begins production at
Herndon High School on Nov. 15,
16 and 17. The Herndon High
School Step Team was also in the
parade and demonstrated several
step routines.

At least 50 entries marched in
the parade, including community
clubs and teams, schools, local
organizations, businesses, and
both town and state officials.

The parade traveled down Elden
until it turns onto Lynn Street and

went down to Center Street, where
Herndon Town Councilmembers
and Mayor Lisa Merkel had a
grandstand from which they
judged this year’s floats. Judges for
the event included
councilmembers Sheila Olem,
David Kirby, Melissa Jonas, Vice
Mayor Connie Hutchinson, and

The senior class float was based off “Pirates of the Caribbean.” The theme for this
year’s parade was “Sea Swept.”

Herndon Homecoming
Parade Beats Drizzle

Richard Downer holds the
Richard Downer Award,
which was awarded to Girls
Scouts Service Units 51-9
and 51-11.

The Herndon High School Theatre team participated in
this year’s event.

Town of Herndon Chief of Police
Colonel Maggie A. DeBoard.

“I am happy with the number of
people that came out despite the
weather and that so many people
were able to participate,” said
John Mossesso. Mossesso has been
running the Herndon homecoming
operation for more than 20 years.
Mossesso is also the volunteer co-
ordinator for the summer Herndon
Festival.

“We thank everyone for coming
out … the participants were top
quality and we enjoyed the show,”
said councilmember Olem. “I am
so glad everyone came out despite
the drizzling rain,” said
councilmember Jonas. “I was glad
to see all the spirit everyone has
for the town.”

The theme of the 2013 parade
was “Sea Swept.” Herndon High’s
senior class of 2014 took home
first place in the Class Float cat-
egory with their Pirates of the Car-
ibbean theme. The freshman class
of 2017 had a float with a “Find-
ing Nemo” theme. To combat the
rain, some participants in the pa-
rade brought umbrellas and rain
jackets.

Alumni and friends of Herndon Elementary School
marched in this year’s parade.

Herndon High School Step Team members with coach
Gary Bushrod (center) hold the first place trophy
awarded to the step team for the performing arts divi-
sion in downtown Herndon.

The Herndon High ROTC Color Guard helped lead the
2013 Herndon Homecoming parade.
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RestonOpinion

E
very Virginia voter will have the op-
tion to cast a ballot for governor, lieu-
tenant governor, attorney general
and their member of the Virginia

House of Delegates.
While much of the coverage and advertising

at the top of the ticket has been nega-
tive in the extreme, it will still matter
who is governor. Don’t turn up your
nose, hold your nose if necessary, and
go vote. You can vote on Nov. 5; most likely
you can vote before that.

Voter Identification
Virginia’s existing voter ID requirements will change

in July 2014. A law requiring photo identification at
the polls was signed into law in May 2013. This new
photo identification requirement will not to take effect
until July 1, 2014. The current law allows for the ac-
ceptance of all identification documents listed here.

When you arrive at your polling place, a voting of-
ficial will verify that your name is on the registration
list. Voters will be asked to present one valid form of
identification. It can be any of the following: Virginia
voter registration card; Virginia driver’s license; mili-
tary ID; any Federal, Virginia state or local
government-issued ID; employer issued photo ID card;
concealed handgun permit; valid Virginia student ID;
current utility bill, bank statement, government check
or paycheck indicating the name and address of the
voter; Social Security card.

On the Ballot 2013
Check what is on your ballot at http://

www.sbe.virginia.gov/

GOVERNOR
Terry R. McAuliffe (D) www.terrymcauliffe.com
Ken T. Cuccinelli (R) www.cuccinelli.com
Robert C. Sarvis (L) www.robertsarvis.com

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Ralph S. Northam (D) www.northamforlg.com

E.W. Jackson (R) www.jacksonforlg.com

ATTORNEY GENERAL
Mark R. Herring (D) www.herringforag.com
Mark D. Obenshain (R) www.markobenshain.com

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 2013 ELECTIONS
District 34 — Democrat Kathleen Murphy
challenges Republican incumbent Barbara
Comstock.
District 36 — Democratic incumbent Ken Plum

unopposed
District 86 — Democrat Jennifer Boysko challenges

Republican incumbent Tom Rust

FAIRFAX COUNTY SHERIFF’S SPECIAL ELECTION
Stacey Ann Kincaid (D) www.Staceykincaid.com
Bryan A. “B.A.” Wolfe ® http://

www.wolfeforsheriff.com/
Christopher F. DeCarlo (I) www.honestlyandethics.com
Robert A. Rivera (I)

SCHOOL BOND REFERENDUM
Fairfax County voters will be asked to vote YES or NO

on the $250 million school bond question in the
general election. The schools plan to use the money
to:

❖ Build two new elementary schools, one in the
Richmond Highway area and one in the Bailey’s
area

❖ Help renovate 22 schools including 17 elementary
schools, two middle schools (Thoreau and Rocky
Run) and three high schools (Langley, Herndon and
Oakton)

❖ Buy land for the South West County High School
❖ Enhance the capacity of Westbriar Elementary and

South Lakes High School
❖ Replace or improve infrastructure, such as roofs,

major mechanical systems and parking lots.
See http://www.fcps.edu/news/bond13.shtml for more

details.

Vote Now
From now until Saturday, Nov. 2, you can

vote absentee in person for a variety of rea-

sons, but you must sign a form affirming that
you do qualify. Almost everyone with a job in
Northern Virginia qualifies for one particular
reason, however: your work plus commute
time would be 11 hours or more between 6
a.m. and 7 p.m. on Election Day. Other rea-
sons include planned travel, pregnancy, illness
or disability, being a student out of area and
more. Voters can also vote absentee by mail.

It’s worth looking at the absentee ballot ap-
plication online before going to vote absentee
in person: http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/Files/
Forms/VoterForms/ABApplication.pdf.

In Fairfax County, you can vote at Fairfax
County Governmental Center or any one of
seven “satellite” voting locations.

Fairfax County Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Suite 323,
Fairfax, VA 22035.

Saturdays: Oct. 19, Oct. 26 and Nov. 2, 9
a.m.-5 p.m.

Monday-Friday, Oct. 15-Nov. 1, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
The satellite locations in Fairfax County are

also open for absentee in person voting; Sat-
urdays: Oct. 19, Oct. 26 and Nov. 2; 9 a.m.-5
p.m.

Monday-Friday: Beginning Oct. 15-Nov. 1,
3:30-7 p.m.

❖ North County Human Services Building,
1850 Cameron Glen Drive, Reston, VA 20190

❖ Sully Governmental Center, 4900
Stonecroft Boulevard, Chantilly, VA 20151

For more on voting absentee in Fairfax
County, call 703-222-0776 or visithttp://
w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y. g o v / e l e c t i o n s /
absentee.htm.

Contact
State Board of Elections, 804-864-8901 Toll Free: 800-

552-9745 FAX: 804-371-0194, email:
info@sbe.virginia.gov,http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/
cms/Voter_Information/Index.html

Fairfax County Board of Elections, 703-222-0776,
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/, 12000 Government
Center Parkway, Fairfax, Suite 232, Fairfax, 22035;
FAX 703-324-2205; email voting@fairfaxcounty.gov

Choices are stark; think about what principles
should guide governance in Virginia for the next
four years.

Don’t Let Negatives Keep You from Voting

Editorial

By Kenneth R. “Ken”

Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

N
ot since the
Scopes trial in
Tennessee in

1925 has science been on
trial as it has been in Virginia over
the last few years. The Scopes trial
was of course about Darwin’s
theory of evolution. That trial con-
cluded more than 85 years ago,
but the debate goes on with fun-
damentalists who prefer the teach-
ing of creationism over evolution
in public schools. No amount of
scientific evidence will convince
those who read the Bible literally
as to how humankind came to be
on this earth. Likewise, in Virginia
today there are those who deny

that human behavior is
jeopardizing God’s cre-
ation through climate
change.

Just recently the interna-
tional conclave of climate
scientists reaffirmed the
belief held by 97 percent

of them that climate change is hap-
pening, and humans are the cause.
An editorial in the New York Times
stated, “Virginia’s crusading Re-
publican attorney general [Ken
Cuccinelli] has waged a one-man
war on the theory of man-made
global warming.” In 2010
Cuccinelli sued the University of
Virginia under the Virginia Fraud
Against Taxpayers Act to obtain
the research papers of climate sci-
entist Michael Mann who he said
produced fraudulent research on

climate change in order to receive
grant money. A circuit court threw
out his case. The University of Vir-
ginia spent $600,000 to defend
itself in a case that left most shak-
ing their heads in disbelief at the
attack on scientific research and
academic freedom. Cuccinelli’s
cause has been taken up by Del.
Bob Marshall (R-13) who is run-
ning for re-election and who is one
of the leading climate-change de-
niers in Virginia.

While the Scopes trial and evo-
lution/creationism make for inter-
esting discussion, the conse-
quences for the debate on climate
change can have huge repercus-
sions for Virginia. While green-
house gasses are being released
into the atmosphere at a rapid
pace, the resulting increase in air

and water temperatures are caus-
ing, as you may have noticed, fre-
quent and severe weather condi-
tions. The warm temperatures as
a part of climate change are caus-
ing glaciers and ice caps to melt
and causing sea levels to increase
worldwide. The Virginia coastline
is especially vulnerable. It is sink-
ing greatly at the same time wa-
ter levels are rising, increasing
excessive flooding. The sea level
in the Chesapeake Bay area in
southeastern Virginia is predicted
to rise by more than five feet by
the end of the century.

Unfortunately Messrs. Cuccinelli
and Marshall are not the only cli-
mate change deniers in Virginia.
A resolution to study what was

Science Goes on Trial in Virginia

See Plum,  Page 17
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Letters

More Letters,  Page 21

Bad Legislation
To the Editor:

The local progressives, liberals,
socialists, Democrats or whatever
the dynamic duo calls themselves
now-a-days are at it once more: The
Reston Connection, Oct. 9-16,
2013, “The Battle to Insure Every-
one,” by Kenneth Plum, and “Re-
publican Shutdown—Shouldn’t We
All Get a Turn,” by John Lovaas,
Page 6.

At this writing, the Republicans
have waited for 10 days at the ne-
gotiating table for the socialists to
show. Of course, we know the
president’s response: “Surrender to
my demands then we’ll talk!” Does
this dude (and his gofer—Harry
Reid) really think the Republicans
just fell off a turnip truck? Now our
Representative Connolly has
climbed on the bandwagon and is
yammering, “We don’t want to ne-
gotiate under a threat!” Wake up
and smell the coffee, Gerry!

The “Affordable [Health] Care
Act is bad legislation. It is fraught
with political chicanery (exempt-
ing the president and his staff, Con-
gress, the Scotus, the Departments
of Justice and Labor, and the mem-
bers of about 1,200 labor unions—
one third of the working force in
the country—his political base!) It
is full of errors and omissions. In-
deed, over the past year, the presi-
dent illegally has delayed the
implementation of various key pro-
visions of the law. It establishes an
entire new legal specialty—
healthcare advocates that will pro-
vide representation before the nu-
merous boards and commissions.
It is a boon to a black market
healthcare industry. Congress
should be ashamed that suppos-
edly 535 (well maybe just a ma-
jority) intelligent legislators turned
out such a defective piece of legis-
lation. One of the first things nov-
ice legislators are told is “Better no
law than a bad one.” As one former
legislator noted over the airways,
“Those who voted for it should be
walking around with bags over
their heads.”

There are those who claim it is
the law of the land and we must all
fall in line like lemmings. The Fram-
ers of our Constitution knew what
they were doing in providing for
checks and balances. The powers of
taxation and spending belong to the
people (The House of Representa-
tives). This was decided by the
Magna Carta long ago and has been
reiterated a number of times since
then. Does King Barry need another
Magna Carta moment? If so, let’s
hope we have become more civi-
lized since the first go-around!

Jack Kenny
Reston
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

M
arta Soltes was sitting in an
Arlington coffee shop re-
cently, pouring through
catalogs and application

packets from some of the area’s most elite
independent schools. Her stack of brochures
was almost as high as her extra-large latte.

“There are so many options,” said Soltes,
who is a mother of twins. “And the applica-
tion fees are outrageously expensive. I can’t
apply to all of them.”

As the independent school application
process gets underway, many parents are
struggling to find the best fit for their child.
Author and education consultant Ann Dolin,
president of Educational Connections Inc.,
in Fairfax, and Bethesda, Md., says when
choosing a school, key factors to consider
include the school’s location, single-sex ver-
sus co-ed, the level of academic rigor, meth-
ods of instruction, athletics and a child’s
chance of acceptance. Dolin recommends
school visits, tours and open houses as a
way to start narrowing down your choices.

“You’ll want to consider certain factors,”
said Dolan. “Is the school close by or logis-
tically feasible? Are you looking for all-out
rigor and accelerated academics or would
your child benefit more from a balanced,
less intensive approach? Are sports impor-
tant to your child? If so, this factor may
make a school more or less attractive. Is the
school known to be highly competitive,
meaning that only a small percentage of
students gain acceptance each year? Is the
school looking for very high test scores and
top grades? These are the schools that might
be hard to get into. Be sure your list con-
tains some of these ‘reach’ schools, but also
others that may provide a better chance of
acceptance.”

LOCAL ADMISSIONS DIRECTORS
agree that attending open houses and
scheduling school visits are effective ways
to start the application process. “An admis-
sion open house is a great venue to get an
overview of a school’s environment, sense
of community, and the approach to teach-
ing and learning,” said Julie Jameson, di-
rector of admission at St. Andrew’s Episco-
pal School in Potomac, Md. “Opportunities
to get to know the school are offered
through tours, speaking with current stu-
dents and parents, meeting faculty and ad-
ministrators, and learning more about cur-
riculum, activities and student life.”

Charlotte Nelsen, director of admission
and financial aid for The Potomac School
in McLean, suggests visiting a school dur-

ing the day when classes are in session.
“Visiting campus gives families a chance to
see classes in action, sense the level of stu-
dent engagement and picture their child at
the school,” she said.

“Observing classes and teacher-student
interactions will give families a feel for the
culture of the school,” said Mimi Mulligan,
assistant head and director of admission and
enrollment at Norwood School in Bethesda.
“How is the learning environment set up?
How do teacher and students interact? Are
students working independently or
collaboratively? Are they happy and en-
gaged? Do the walls and the sounds in the
hallway sing to you?”

Julie Lewis, director of admissions and
financial aid at Alexandria Country Day
School in Alexandria, said, “Being in the
hallways and seeing how students and
teachers interact with one another gives a
prospective family a feel for the school and
its culture that cannot be found on a
website.”

Richard S. Moss, director of admissions

at The Height School in Potomac, Md., says
that an open house offers families an op-
portunity to look into the “heart and soul
of a school” and to get a sense of a school’s
true environment. “On a superficial level, a
good school ought to present an organized
and welcoming open house, but a discern-
ing parent and student will look beyond the
external trappings to discern what values
and principles an institution holds dear and
how it implements those principles,” said
Moss. “If the principles line up with those
of family, and the school does a good job of
implementing them, it could be a good fit.”

Open houses, said Mulligan, offer a dif-
ferent experience than a school tour.
“[They] are wonderful opportunities to re-
ally delve into curricular discussions with
faculty,” she said. “Because open houses
typically happen during non-school hours,
teachers and administrators are available
for conversation. Current students and par-
ents are also usually in attendance, so if
hearing about the school experience from
that perspective is important to you, then

an open house would be a worthwhile ac-
tivity.”

Mulligan said she believes it’s important
to experience a school in more than one
setting. It “allows for a deeper understand-
ing of how a school’s mission comes alive.”

Ann Richardson Miller, director of admis-
sion and financial aid for The Madeira
School, in McLean, also suggests that pro-
spective families visit frequently and spend
time on campus outside of scheduled tours
and open houses. “Come often,” she said.
“We all have sporting events, announced on
our website. You should stop by a game
sometime. School plays and concerts are my
favorite way to learn about a school. These
events often have large numbers of parents
and students from the school, and it is a
wonderful way to see the culture of the
school in one place.”

DURING THE VISIT or open house, par-
ents and prospective students should con-
sider the school’s environment and ask
themselves several questions, said Katherine
Carbo, director of Lower School admission
at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School in Alex-
andria: “How comfortable do I feel in this
environment? Do the faculty appear pas-
sionate and enthusiastic about teaching?
Are the students focused and engaged?
What is the overall philosophy of the
school? Is the approach traditional or pro-
gressive?”

Classroom size and structure are other
factors to note. “Keep your eyes peeled for
the number of children in the classroom,
and try to get a feel for their daily sched-
ule,” she said. “Could you imagine your
child working and playing with the students
and teachers you see? Visiting a school pro-
vides parents with one snapshot of the com-
munity. Learning more about that commu-
nity takes time.”

Carbo also suggests visiting several
schools. “Most of the information you col-
lect through reading and conversations will
be reliable,” she said. “But the right match
for your child may be vastly different than
your neighbor’s child or coworker’s child.
This is why touring different schools is im-
portant.” Start now by calling or emailing
a school’s admission office to request a tour,
said Carbo. “When should you get started?”
she asks. “That really depends on what pro-
gram you are seeking out. Most admission
seasons begin in October, and parents will
tour in the fall or winter, a year before they
hope their child will start school.”

The most important guide, say experts,
are a parent’s instincts. “Each school has its
own distinct feel,” Carbo said. “It is up to
you to visit and see what seems to be a good
fit for your family.”

Dolin said, “Parents’ intuition is a good
guide, but you have to balance it with the
needs of your child.”

Choosing a Private School

“Observing classes and
teacher-student
interactions will give
families a feel for the
culture of the school.”
— Mimi Mulligan, assistant head and
director of admission and enrollment,

Norwood School
Local educators offer
advice on selecting
the right independent
school for your child.

These students at The Madeira School in McLean enjoy each other’s
company on campus. School visits offer prospective families an
opportunity to learn about student life.

Teacher Wassila Taylor reads with lower school students at The
Potomac School in McLean. School visits give families a chance to see
classes in action and observe the level of student engagement.
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Fairfax COUNTY
Chamber OF COMMERCE

Preventing and Ending

Fairfax-Falls Church Community Partnership
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless

3rd Annual Jeans Day:
Putting the ZIP on Homelessness

Friday, October 18, 2013
Help end
homelessness
in our
community.
Get involved!
Register and allow your
employees or members
to wear jeans to work
on Friday, October 18,
in exchange for a $5
employee contribution
to the Fairfax-Falls
Church Community
Partnership to Prevent
& End Homelessness!

jeansday2013-eorg.eventbrite.com

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

K
atie Barack, an 11th grade stu-
dent at The Madeira School in
McLean was looking forward to
spending the fall semester work-

ing in a congressional office, walking the
halls of U.S. Capitol and getting a first-hand
view of the legislative process. Instead, she’s
strolling along the National Mall engaging
in conversations with those whose lives
have been affected by the government shut-
down.

“It’s so sad as a young adult because I feel
powerless,” said Barack.

A major component of the school year for
11th grade students at Madeira is an intern-
ship on Capitol Hill. However, because of
the government shutdown, many of
Madeira’s high school juniors are unable to
complete their congressional internships. So
school officials restructured the program
and students are now studying the govern-
ment shutdown.

“The juniors affected by the shutdown
[are] divided into two groups,” said Ashley
Smith, associate director of communications
at Madeira. “Group one will research af-

fected monuments, government buildings
and federal lands around D.C., while group
two will research the more personal impact
on tourists, vendors or ‘nonessential’ em-
ployees. After some prep in the morning,
girls will travel down to the Hill to research
and collect content in the form of inter-
views, photos [and] videos.”

The revised internship plan was created

by the co-curriculum department in con-
junction with other faculty and staff mem-
bers. The goal is to help the students gain
many of the skills they would have acquired
from internships in congressional offices.

School officials hope the students’ re-
search will help them understand the scope
of the government shutdown. “The idea
behind the project was to make the shut-

down come alive for the girls,” said Andre
Withers, the assistant head of the school and
director of co-curriculum. “It is certainly an
inconvenience for their co-curriculum place-
ment as unpaid interns, but we constructed
the project so that the girls could see a range
of the total impact: effects on the city, a
family’s disrupted plans for touring D.C., or
the visceral feeling of being deemed ‘non-
essential’ by the very government that you
work for.” Withers added that the revised
program is a skill-based exercise. “We
wanted the girls to engage with the public
and wade into the public dialogue, to re-
search, to create a narrative and do so in a
way that was expressive, artistic and com-
pelling,” he said. Madeira officials say they
are looking forward to seeing how the stu-
dents respond to the project and the projects
they produce.  “I have a hard time wrap-
ping my head around the idea that
hardworking corrections officers and other
federal employees will go home without
pay,” said Barack. “But it makes me really
grateful and aware of my privileges. It
makes me want to work that much harder
to be part of the solution. It’s not fair for
anybody, so everybody needs to accept re-
sponsibility and start making changes.”

Madeira School Interns ‘Furloughed’
Due to Government Shutdown

Local students turn
lost internship into a
learning experience.

Rose McAvoy, an 11th grade
student at The Madeira
School, is spending time on
the National Mall studying
the effect that the govern-
ment shutdown has on
tourists, government em-
ployees and others.

“The idea behind the
project was to make
the shutdown come
alive for the girls.”

— Andre Withers,
The Madeira School
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A hay maze is one of the Festival on the Square attractions.

Festival on the Square offers a full afternoon of free
family fun, including live entertainment.

Festival on the Square Returns Oct. 27

T
he 5th annual Fes-
tival on the Square
is Sunday, Oct. 27
from noon until 4

p.m. at Reston Heights, 11750
Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston. In
addition to hosting the Corner-
stones (formerly Reston Inter-
faith) Help the Homeless Com-
munity Walk, Festival on the
Square offers a full afternoon
of free family fun including live
entertainment, a petting zoo, a
hay maze, trackless train rides,
face painting, moon bounce,
giant slide, children’s activities,
trick-or-treating, plus the Z Car
Club’s Judging and People’s
Choice Award. Hotel restau-
rants Vinifera, of Westin-
Reston, and Syrah, of Sheraton
Reston will serve up festival
foods for purchase. For event
information, go to
www.TheFestivalontheSquare.com,
and find it on the Reston
Heights Facebook page and
Twitter, or call 703-476-9377.

Community walk participants
must register in advance online
at hthwalks.org and check in at
Festival on the Square before
the walk begins at 1:30 p.m.

Festival on the Square is
sponsored by Reston Heights,
The JBG Companies, Westin
Reston Heights, Vinifera Wine
Bar & Bistro, Sheraton Reston,
Syrah Restaurant, Cornerstones
(formerly Reston Interfaith),
Reston Community Center,
Reston Association, Fairfax
County Times and the Connec-
tion. To participate in the Cor-
nerstones Help the Homeless
Community Walk or make a
tax-deductible donation, go
online to hthwalks.org. One
hundred percent of all online
registrations and donations will
go directly to Cornerstones
(formerly Reston Interfaith).

Festival on the Square Schedule
❖Noon-4 p.m.: petting zoo, hay maze, trackless train rides, mini-pumpkin

patch, face painting, glitter tattoos, children’s activities, Z Club Car Show judg-
ing, outdoor restaurants, strolling entertainers, live performances on the
entertainment stage presented by Reston Community Center; trick or treat at
festival vendor booths (costumes welcome but not required).

❖Noon-1:30 pm: Check-in for the Cornerstones (formerly Reston Interfaith)
Help the Homeless (CHtH) Community Walk—advance registration required
online at hthwalks.org.

❖1:30 p.m.: CHtH Community Walk begins

Reston Heights, 11750 Sunrise
Valley Drive, Reston, is a mixed-
use venue anchored by landmark
hotels, Sheraton Reston and
Westin Reston, residential condo-
miniums, and offices. Owned by
The JBG Companies, this sophis-

ticated combination of work
space, living space, and green
space is located near the inter-
section of Reston Parkway at
the Dulles Toll Road exit 12
(south). For information, visit
www.Reston-Heights.com.
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See Entertainment,  Page 17

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
The deadline is the Friday prior to the
following week’s paper. Photos/artwork
encouraged. For additional listings, visit
h t t p : / /
www.connectionnewspapers.com/
news/2013/apr/11/fairfax-county-cal-
endar/.

WEDNESDAY-MONDAY/OCT. 16-28
2-D Mixed Media & Painting

Competition. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., at the
Jo Ann Rose Gallery Exhibit, 1609
Washington Plaza, Reston. Jean Gill,
an artist, juror and educator with a
love of both science and art is the
judge for this exhibit of 2-
dimensional paintings and mixed
media art. The League of Reston
Artists is a non-profit organization
open to all Washington, D.C. Metro
art lovers and has been an important
part of the Reston community for
nearly 45 years.
www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY/OCT. 16-31
Breaking the Panels: Pop Culture,

Comic and Illustration Art. 9
a.m.-9 p.m., at Hunters Woods
Gallery Exhibit, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. Gian Lomagilo and Jeff
Lonnett are two young artists and
teachers who are serious about their
art, but like to have fun with it. Both
were inspired by popular culture but
their artistic interpretations are very
different.

THURSDAYS-SUNDAYS/OCT. 17-20
“The 39 Steps.” 7:30 p.m. Thursdays;

8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 2 p.m.,
7 p.m. Sundays at Industrial Strength
Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. NextStop Theatre company

produces a murder mystery, directed
by Evan Hoffman and adapted from
the Hitchcock film and novel by John
Buchan of the same name. $25-27.
866-811-4111 or
www.NextStopTheatre.org.

FRIDAYS-SUNDAYS/OCT. 18-NOV. 3
“Legally Blonde.” 8 p.m. on Fridays

and Saturdays, 2:30 p.m. on Sundays
at 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston.
The Reston Players brings excellent
theatre that all of the community can
enjoy. Directed by Joshua Redford,
musically directed by David Rohde.
Price to be determined. 703-476-
4500, rcp-tix.com, or http://
restonplayers.org/.

FRIDAY/OCT. 18
VOCE Chamber Choir. 8 p.m., at

ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center St.,
Herndon. Selections from Les
Misérables will be played in the
opening concert of the 25th
anniversary season. A special feature
will be a work originally
commissioned by Voce Chamber
Choir. $10. 703-956-6590.
www.artspaceherndon.org.

Special Consensus. 8 p.m., at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 1090 Sterling
Road, Herndon. An acoustic
contemporary and traditional
bluegrass band feature raw,
emotional lyrics and orchestrates
vocals and instrumentation. $15;
children 12 and under, free. 703-
435-8377 or http://
www.specialc.com.

SATURDAY/OCT. 19
Lost Dog and Cat Rescue Yard

Sale. 8 a.m.-1 p.m., at 2355

A Reston condominium, to be featured in the Reston
Homes Tour, upcoming Saturday, Oct. 19.

Entertainment

Special Consensus performs bluegrass music Friday,
Oct. 18 at 8 p.m., at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1090
Sterling Road, Herndon.
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Highlight your
Faith Community,

Call Karen at 703-917-6468
b b

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

African Methodist Episcopal
St. Lukes African Methodist Episcopal...

703-897-9395

Assembly of God
Word of Life ... 571-223-2963

Worship Center Assembly of God ...
703-777-5662

Baha’i
Baha’i ... 1-800-22-UNITE

Baptist
Believers Baptist Church ...

703-777-4220
Crossroads Baptist Church ...

703-779-3637
Faith Bible ... 703-430-1345

First Baptist Church of Sterling ....
703-430-3322

Guilford Baptist ... 703-430-6444
Heritage Baptist Church ... 703-739-5436
Leesburg Baptist Church ... 703-777-2209
Loudoun Baptist Church ... 703-777-1336

Oak Grove Baptist Church ...
703-456-4360

Potomac Baptist Church ... 703-430-2377
Sterling Park Baptist Church ...

703-430-2527

Catholic
Christ The Redeemer .... 703-430-0811

Our Lady of Hope ... 703-430-5702
St. John Apostle ... 703-777-1317

St. Josephs ... 703-880-4300
St. Theresa ... 703-729-2287
St. Veronica ... 703-689-4409

Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints

Algonkian Ward ... 703-471-6146
Ashburn Ward ... 703-858-5611

Brambleton Ward ... 703-858-5611
Goose Creek Ward ... 703-858-5604

Shenandoah Singles Ward ...
703-858-4973

Sterling Park Ward ...
703-471-6147

Church of the Nazarene
Church of the Nazarene ...

703-777-6850

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Spirit ...

703-726-0777
Potomac Falls Episcopal Church ...

703-404-0900
St. James Episcopal Church ...

703-777-1124
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church ...

703-430-2121
St. David's Episcopal ... 703-729-0570

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church ...
703-437-3790

St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church ...
703-779-3616

Evangelical
Christ Community ... 703-729-2928

Jewish
Beth Chaverim Reform Congregation ...

703-391-8669
Congregation Sha’are Shalom ...

 703-737-6500

Lutheran
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church ...

703-444-5747
Community Lutheran Church ...

703-430-6006
Holy Trinity Lutheran ... 703-777-4912

Our Savior's Way Lutheran ...
703-858-9254

Methodist
Ashburn United Methodist ...

703-729-5100
Bethel United Methodist ...

703-779-7745
Evergreen Church ... 703-737-7700

To have community events listed in
the Connection, send to reston@
connectionnewspapers.com by the Fri-
day prior to the following week’s
paper.

THURSDAY/OCT. 17
Volunteer Fair. 10 a.m., at the

Lake Anne Community Center,
1609-A Washington Plaza in
Reston. Representatives from six
organizations will talk about
opportunities to give back to the
community. They will give a brief
explanation of their needs and
what types of volunteers they can
utilize. Refreshments provided.
571-201-8719 or
www.restonnewcomers.org.

Metro Update Luncheon. 11:30
a.m. reception, noon lunch, at
Washington Dulles Airport Hilton,
13869 Park Center Road,
Herndon. Info on Momentum, a
strategic plan that will guide
Metro’s decisions over the next 10
years; Richard Sarles, WMATA’s
general manager and CEO will
speak to the Committee for Dulles.

SATURDAY/OCT. 19
Fall Stream Cleanup. 9 a.m.-noon,

at sites along Snakeden Branch,
Reston; meet at Hunters Woods
Village Center, Soapstone Road,
the Pavilion, Tall Oaks Pool or
Reston North Park for various
sites. A small group accomplishes
significant litter clean-up in a few
hours. Sign up by Oct. 15; gloves
provided. 703-435-7986 or
habrock@reston.org.

Contemporary Master Class:

Lucas Crandall. 10-11:30 a.m.,
at Classical Ballet Theatre, 320
Victory Drive, Herndon. Crandall,
the associate director of modern
dance giant Hubbard Street
Dance Chicago, leads a technique
and repertory class. Both classes
are open to advanced and pre-
professional level dancers with
technique in contemporary/
modern, ballet or jazz. Register.
703-471-0750 or http://
www.cbtnva.org/masterclass.

MONDAY/OCT. 21
Reston Planning and Zoning

Committee Meeting. 6:30
p.m., at the North County
Government Center, Community
Room, 12000 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Discuss the Reston
Master Plan Special Study, the
Lake Anne Village Center
revitalization effort, the Town
Center site changes and the Silver
Line.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/OCT. 25-26
Haunted House and Trick-or-

Treat Trail Volunteering.
4:30-9:30 p.m. at Walker Nature
Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. Energetic Halloween
volunteers are needed to bring
this event to the community.
Volunteers between ages of 12-14
must have an adult chaperone.
Those 15 through adult are
eligible to be a character.
Volunteers will receive pizza
dinner, but must stay for the
entire shift. 703-435-7986 or
habrock@reston.org.

Bulletin Board

happening with excessive flooding
along the coastline was rewritten
to take out the terms “sea-level
rise” and “climate change.” Too
many are unwilling to accept sci-
entific evidence documenting cli-

mate change but at the same time
are willing to believe that there is
a United Nations Agenda 21 to
take over our country! Maybe the
election outcome on Nov. 5 will
help resolve the question of
whether we are willing to ac-
knowledge that science has some-
thing to tell us.

From Page 10

Plum

From Page 16

Entertainment

Bedfordshire Circle, Reston. A sale
with furniture, clothing, knick knacks
and more to benefit the organization.
Volunteers are needed to staff the
sale, prepare and sort merchandise
for the sale, help clean up after the
sale, advertise, etc. Sellable
merchandise for the yard sale also
needed. Baked goods and coffee/
juice is for sale. Cct17@verizon.net
or 703-930-9220.

12th annual Reston Home Tour. 10
a.m.-5 p.m., at various locations
throughout Reston. The Reston
Historic Trusts holds a self-guided
homes tour that celebrates and
commemorates the vision of Robert
E. Simon, Jr., Reston founder.
Documentary films on the making
and development of Reston show
throughout the day. $25 tickets
before Oct. 13; $30 each Oct. 13-19;
$20 for groups of 10-plus.
www.restonmuseum.org.

Build A Bird Feeder. 11 a.m.-noon, at
the Walker Nature Center, 11450
Glade Drive, Reston. Make a recycled
bottle feeder and a pinecone suet
feeder, and learn which birds are
attracted by different food and feeder
types. Reservations required by
October 15. $5/person RA members ·
$8/person Non-members. 703-476-
9689 ext. 5 or
naturecenter@reston.org.

Halloween Family Fun Day. Noon-
4:30 p.m. at 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Reston. Come dressed in your
favorite costume, and enjoy
performances. Free.

THURSDAY/OCT. 24
The Chamasayan Sisters. 2:15 p.m.

at Reston Community Center, Center
Stage, 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Hunters Woods Village Center,
Reston. Monika and Armine
Chamasayan, violinists, and Marina
Chamasayan, pianist, are all award
winners of national and international
competitions in Europe and the U.S.
703-503-3384, olli@gmu.edu,
www.olli.gmu.edu.

SATURDAY/OCT. 26
Creating the Reston Mosaic. 10

a.m.-noon, at Reston Museum, 1639
Washington Plaza N., Reston.
Children help prepare for Reston’s
50th birthday by creating original art
for the museum to use for Founder’s
Day 2014. www.restonmuseum.org.

 Book Talk. 2 p.m., at the Reston
Regional Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Author, Air
Force veteran, and retired American
diplomat Robert F. Dorr will discuss
his book “Mission to Tokyo: the
American Airmen Who Took the War
to the Heart of Japan.”
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News

By Amber Healy

The Connection

I
t’s a very simple premise: there’s
something powerful, almost magic,
about stories. Whether it’s the friend-
ship formed between a pilot of an-

tique planes and an Indiana farm family, or
the struggle for respect for African Ameri-
can soldiers following World War II; an un-
likely meeting of a man with nothing left to
live for and one struggling to continue; or
a family’s fight to stay in their home, sto-
ries are the common way in which humans
relate to and learn from each other.

Starting next Wednesday, the Washington
West Film Festival strives to not only share
tales from around the world, but to create
new ones.

Brad Russell, president of the festival, said
the inspiration for the festival was the sur-
prising lack of one in this area.

“I saw a need or opportunity for a great,
prestigious film festival,” he said.

Over several days, films are screened in
Reston at the Town Center, at George Ma-
son University in Fairfax and at the
Artisphere in Rosslyn. Films range from un-
der half an hour to full-length features, in-
cluding a few from local directors and pro-
ducers. But the festival isn’t just about the
movies: The profits from each festival go
toward a different charitable effort in a com-
munity somewhere in the world, Russell
said. The first year, the money went to re-
pair and rebuild a relief center in Haiti that
served as a recreation center for children
at night, following the earthquake a few
years ago. Last year, the proceeds went to
two families in Long Island whose homes
were destroyed by Hurricane Sandy. This
year, the festival will work a little closer to
home, benefitting Shelter House in its ef-
forts to end homelessness in Fairfax County
within a decade.

To tie things together, Russell decided the
best thing to do is tell the story of how oth-
ers benefit from the festival. So each year,
when the proceeds are distributed, a short,
two-minute film is made, which is then
screened before each film during the festi-
val.

DONORS AND SPONSORS help the fes-
tival run, since all the profits are used else-
where, Russell said. Fortunately for him and
the festival, there doesn’t seem to be a short-
age of companies willing to help.

Loudoun and Fairfax counties are always
near the top of lists ranking the nation’s
wealthiest communities, or best educated,
but Russell hopes to add to the accolades
through the film festival’s charitable drive.

“Wouldn’t it be great if this area became
known as the nation’s most generous,” he
asked. “If we get to our eventual goal of
100,000 attendees, that’s the equivalent of
$1 million in box office profits we’re giving
away.”

It also helps that there are some well-
known names affiliated with the festival,

including two of this year’s speakers, actor
Ed Asner and movie and TV composer W.G.
Snuffy Walden, along with Brad Hall, hus-
band of Julia Louis-Dreyfus and member
of the festival’s board of directors.

This might only be the festival’s third year,
but word is already getting out in the film
world. The first year’s attendance was 730,
higher than the 500 Russell had hoped for.
In year two, he hoped for 1,000, and over
1,500 people attended.

“This year, our goal is 2,000 people, and
we’re hoping to exceed even that,” he said.

“We really see this as a prestigious east
coast film festival in the making,” and it’s
possible the festival will need to expand
beyond the three locations in Northern Vir-
ginia within a few years.

FOR RUSSELL, it all comes back to the
power of stories.

“One good story should always lead to
another,” he said. “That’s part of our vision,”
and why he enjoys so much having the at-
tendees not only watch the stories unfold
on screen, but contribute in their own way
to a larger story, told the following year in
the two-minute film.

A total of 41 films will be screened this
year, including a 10th anniversary presen-
tation of “Bruce Almighty,” “Just a Sigh,”
starring Gabriel Byrne and Emmanuelle
Devos, and “Red Obsession,” a film narrated
by Russell Crowe about Bordeaux wine.

Four films are locally made and have been
featured in other festivals, but their creators
are excited to share their works here at
home.

“Barnstorming” is a 45-minute film about
something almost magical: the friendship
between a Vienna pilot, Andrew King, and
a farm family in Winchester, Ind., that be-
gan when King and a friend were flying

their antique planes around during the
Oshkosh air show. Looking for a good photo
opportunity, they landed in an alfalfa field
to snap some pictures next to a bright red
hay rake, and were soon joined by a farmer
and some of his children in a pickup truck.
The Dirksen family thought their planes had
crashed. For the past four years, King and
some of his friends return to the Dirksen
farm to “barnstorm,” or fly their biplanes
and crop dusters low over hay and alfalfa
to the delight of the family and many of
their neighbors — 180 in all in the year fea-
tured in the movie — and the pilots take
young and old alike up in the air for short
flights around the countryside. After, every-
one gathers at the farmhouse for a barbe-
cue prepared by the town.

Paul Glenshaw and Bryan Reichhardt, the
film’s producers, traveled twice out to Win-
chester to film the family and the flights,
and another trip to interview those involved
for their film, which has been broadcast on
PBS stations across the country, but not the
local affiliate, they said. They used a three-
person crew, including themselves and
Reichhardt’s nephew, Mark Betancourt, to
film the movie, and used some inventive
camera angles to get the shots they wanted.

In one scene, a plane lands on a particu-
larly wet patch of grass, and the camera is
there to catch the splash of the plane hit-
ting the ground.

“He just stuck his arm out when the plane
landed and put the camera by the wheel,”
Reichhardt said.

Glenshaw and Reichhardt grew up in
Reston and both attended South Lakes High
School, and while each pursues their own
film work, this is their first collaboration.

At its heart, “Barnstorming” is just a feel-
good movie, Glenshaw said. “People get
riled up a little watching it, saying this is
what the country needs, this is how things
used to be. But stuff like this is happening.
We didn’t go out with the intent of making
this movie.”

ANOTHER FILM is inspiring for quite a
different reason.

In her film, “My Neighbourhood,” Reston
native Rebekah Wingert-Jabi shows the
struggle of a young man, Mohammed El
Kurd, in the East Jerusalem neighborhood
of Sheikh Jarrah, a settlement established
by Palestinian families following the war in
1948 which led to the creation of Israel. Is-
raeli settlers have been slowly taking over
the settlement, either forcing Palestinians
out of their homes or moving in with them.

The settlement is on a well-traveled road
near the American Colony Hotel, a favorite
among ex-pats and journalists. When a gi-
ant white tent emerged along the roadside
while Wingert-Jabi was studying there, she
became curious.

“Out of this confrontation and friction
emerged a very unique non-violent contin-
gent of Israeli and Palestinian people work-
ing together to prevent the takeover” of
Palestinian homes, she said. At the time,
Mohammed was just 11 years old, but he
realized it would only be through peaceful
means that his family and others like them
had a chance of keeping their homes.

Impressed by his maturity in facing a tense
situation was more than impressive, she
said. But it presented a tricky situation for
her and her co-director, Julia Bacha, because
when their filming wrapped up, the dis-
placement and struggle over resettlement
was ongoing, and remains so.

The movie premiered at the Tribeca Film
Festival and earned a Peabody award, but
Wingert-Jabi said she’s just as excited to
show the movie at the Washington West
Film Festival, where it will serve as the
event’s closing film.

Reston was designed to be a “mixed” com-
munity, economically, ethnically and in
other ways, and presenting a film that shows
an unlikely understanding between two
peoples better known for warring with each
other is a reminder that there’s much work
to be done, she said. “To me, one of the pin-
nacles of my filmmaking experience is to
be able to bring this movie back to the com-
munity which inspired me.”

“I’m really excited to share this film in
Virginia,” he said.

Everyone’s Got a Story to Tell
Third annual festival brings together storytellers to share films and inspire change.

Washington West Film Festival creator Brad Russell with Julia Louis-
Dreyfus and her husband, film festival board member Brad Hall, during
a previous Washington West Film Festival. This year’s event will run Oct.
23-27 at a handful of venues across Northern Virginia.

Details
The Washington West Film Festival kicks

off Wednesday, Oct. 23, with a red carpet
event at the Reston Town Center’s Bow Tie
Cinemas and a showing of “Living on One
Dollar,” a film about four friends who try to
live on a dollar a day for eight weeks in Gua-
temala. When possible, actors, directors or
others involved with the film will be on-hand
after showings to host Q&A sessions with the
audience. More information, including a
complete list of films and online ticket pur-
chasing, is available at wwfilmfest.com.
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Sports

Langley Football
Runs Over Fairfax

A soaked Langley homecoming crowd
was treated to a 28-7 win over conference
rival Fairfax on Oct. 11.

The heavy rains pretty much forced both
teams to slug it out on the ground as they
battled each other as well as the elements.
The Saxons overwhelmed Fairfax with 15
first downs while rushing for 290 yards
compared to 173 for Fairfax. Langley’s of-
fensive was able to handle the ball more
securely than the Rebels en route to the win,
which pushed the Saxons’ record to 4-2
overall and 2-1 in Conference 6.

At the outset, Langley took control of the
line of scrimmage behind its huge offensive
line, anchored by senior guards Brooks
Norris and Bennett Molster, and center Alex
Kolencik, enabling senior quarterback Nick
Casso to run for 100 yards and two touch-
downs, while fellow backfield mate, junior
running back Tyler West, went for 190 yards
on 29 carries and two touchdowns for the
game.

By the end of the first quarter, the Sax-
ons had built a 14-0 lead. Langley’s first
touchdown came on an 11-play, 79-yard
opening drive; and the second on a three-
play, 18-yard scoring march set up by line-
backer Cooper Besougloff ’s interception.
Fairfax was able to cut the lead in half early
in the second quarter when running back
Nick Scott ran it in from 6 yards out to make
the score 14-7. For the game, Scott had 135
yards and one touchdown.

That would be as close as it would get, as
Langley capitalized on a Fairfax failed fake
punt that turned the ball over on the Rebel
39-yard line. When Langley scored with
only 1:48 left before halftime to make it 21-
7, the gamble had effectively put the game
out of reach for Fairfax.

Langley controlled the second half, scor-
ing the only points late in the third quarter
after a time consuming eight-play, 70-yard
drive was capped off on a 2-yard plunge by
West for the touchdown, with only 1:22 left
to make it 28-7.

Fairfax struggled all game, putting the ball
on the ground numerous times before they
were able to mount a threat in the fourth
quarter, which was turned back by a deter-
mined Langley defense on a fourth-and-goal
stop by linebacker Austin Denham and
safety Garrett Collier.

The Saxons will go on the road to face
South Lakes on Friday, Oct. 18.

Langley Volleyball
Bounces Back

After suffering its second loss of the sea-
son, the Langley volleyball team responded
with a 3-0 win against Centreville on Oct.
10. The victory came three days after the
Saxons lost to fellow power Stone Bridge,
3-1.

The victory against Centreville improved
Langley’s record to 15-2. The Saxons will
host undefeated Madison at 7:15 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 16.

McLean Football
Falls to 3-3

After back-to-back victories against South
Lakes and Herndon gave the McLean foot-
ball team a winning record, the Highland-
ers went back down to .500 with a 35-7
loss to Stone Bridge on Oct. 11.

McLean’s Christopher Merrill carried 11
times for 46 yards and a touchdown, ac-
cording to stats from the Washington Post’s
allmetsports.com.

McLean (3-3) will travel to face Fairfax
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 18.

McLean Field Hockey
Gets Win No. 10

The McLean field hockey team improved
to 10-3 with a 3-2 victory against Langley
on Oct. 8 at Langley High School. It was
the Highlanders’ third consecutive victory
and sixth win in their last seven games.

McLean will close the regular season with
a game at Herndon at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-

day, Oct. 16.

Madison Volleyball
Improves to 21-0

The Madison volleyball team remained
undefeated with a 3-1 victory against
Westfield on Oct. 10.

Two days earlier, the Warhawks defeated
Yorktown 3-2. The Patriots became the first
team to win two sets against Madison this
season.

The Warhawks (21-0) will travel to face
Langley at 7:15 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct.
16.

Madison Football
Searching for First
Win

The Madison football team dropped to 0-
6 with a 39-0 loss to Robinson on Oct. 11.

The Warhawks will travel to face Thomas
Jefferson at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 18.

Oakton Football
Drops Conference
Opener

The Oakton football team lost its Confer-
ence 5 opener to Chantilly 21-7 on Oct. 11.

The defeat snapped a four-game winning
streak for the Cougars. Alek Schultz carried
nine times for 41 yards for Oakton and quar-
terback Michael Ficarra threw a 31-yard
touchdown pass to David Allely, according
to stats from the Washington Post’s
allmetsports.com.

Oakton (4-2) will host Centreville at 7:30
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 18.

Herndon Football
Gets First Win

The Herndon football team won its first
game of the season, beating Edison 47-19
on Oct. 12, according to the Washington
Post’s allmetsports.com.

Herndon’s Lamik Bumbrey carried 34
times for 268 yards and two touchdowns.
Jack Booma caught four passes for 70 yards
and a score. Ryan McLaughlin completed
seven of 10 passes for 95 yards and a touch-
down. He also ran for a score.

Herndon (1-5) will host Chantilly at 7:30
p.m. on Oct. 25.

South Lakes Football
Improves to 4-2

The South Lakes football team beat Tho-
mas Jefferson 23-15 on Oct. 11, improving
the Seahawks’ record to 4-2. South Lakes
has won two straight and four of its last
five.

The Seahawks will host Langley at 7:30
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 18.

South Lakes Volley-
ball Wins Third
Straight

The South Lakes volleyball team defeated
Oakton 3-1 (17-25, 25-21, 25-22, 25-21)
on Oct. 10, giving the Seahawks three
straight wins while improving their record
to 11-9.

South Lakes faced McLean on Tuesday,
after the Connection’s deadline. The
Seahawks will travel to take on Fairfax at
7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 22.

Yorktown Football
Improves to 5-1

The Yorktown football team defeated
Hayfield 19-14 on Oct. 11, improving the
Patriots’ record to 5-1.

Yorktown running back MJ Stewart car-
ried 26 times for 198 yards and three touch-
downs, according to stats from the Wash-
ington Post’s allmetsports.com.

Yorktown will host Wakefield at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, Oct. 18.

The Langley defense, seen against Chantilly on Sept. 27, held Fairfax to a
single touchdown on Oct. 11. The Saxons won 28-7 and improved to 4-2.

Christin Geisler, pictured against Madison on Sept. 20, and the McLean
field hockey team enter their regular-season finale with a 10-3 record.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection
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Send school notes to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com by Friday.

 Reston student Derek J. Phillips of South
Lakes High School is a semifinalist in the 2014
National Achievement Program.

Samantha Mendis of Reston has earned a
summer internship from the Virginia Space
Grant Consortium through the Commonwealth
STEM Industry Internship Program. Samantha
is an electrical and electronics engineering
major at the University of Virginia who now is
employed as an engineering intern at Science
Systems and Applications, Inc., located in
Hampton.

David X. Gao of Herndon received the Na-
tional Merit University of Chicago Scholarship.

The Thomas Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology graduate plans to study eco-
nomics.

Herndon area students Michael H. Chen,
Emily Schaal, Jefferson Sheron and Tae-Jung
Yang of Herndon High School, and Jocelyn
Huang, Sreenath Are, Rohan Banerjee, Ashwin
Basana, Arjun Iyer, Aseem Jain, Anne Li,
Soumya Mishra, Christin Park, Rohan
Punnoose, Sarah Quettawala, Simran Rohatgi,
Snigdha Srivastava and Tony Xiao of Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Technol-
ogy are National Merit Scholarship
semifinalists.

Ade A. Samuel of Herndon High School is
a semifinalist in the 2014 National Achievement
Program.

School Notes

From Page 7

Week in Reston

For more information, contact Sandy
Lawrence at 703-569-1588.

GRACE to Host
Launching of
Generation Next

Generation Next is a new group of pa-
trons and rising business, civic and social
leaders under the age of 40 who will be the
future of the Greater Reston Arts Center
(GRACE). Generation Next will inspire and
involve the next generation of GRACE mem-

bers and leaders by hosting art-infused
events throughout the year. On Wednesday,
Oct. 30, 5:30-7:30 p.m., there will be a
launch event featuring a conversation with
GRACE Curator Holly McCullough on the
current exhibition 40 for 40: Celebrating
Four Decades of GRACE and an opportu-
nity to network with other arts loving col-
leagues. The GRACE leadership team also
will discuss the future of Gen Next.

Free food and happy hour-priced beer and
wine provided by Il Fornaio and sponsored
by Beloved Yoga.

GreaterRestonArtsCenter, 12001 Market
Street, Suite 103, Reston, 703-471-9242;
info@restonarts.org.
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Letters

Abject Failure
To the Editor:

“The Affordable Care Act is the
law of the land,” Delegate Plum
intones (“The Battle to Insure Ev-
eryone,” Reston Connection, Oct.
9), omitting to mention that it has
already been so distorted by the
president with his waivers, exemp-
tions and postponements that it is
itself looking a tad sickly. He is stu-
diously silent also on the attendant

rise in private insurance premi-
ums, often astronomical, the ab-
ject failure of the initial “rollout”
of the insurance marketplace (a
“hacker’s dream”)—perhaps sev-
eral years of preparation were in-
sufficient—doctors refusing to ac-
cept Medicare recipients, job
losses, and the outrageous Capi-
tol Hill exemptions—all the ben-
efits of redistributed wealth.

Delegate Plum quotes in support

of our supposed need for a Euro-
pean-style health-care system a ...
travel consultant! Shades of
Walter Duranty: I saw Euro-health
care, and it works. I would refer
him to the Francis QC Mid-
Staffordshire NHS Foundation
Trust Public Inquiry Report on the
state of health “care” in England
in the example of this infamous
hospital. I quote: “We now know
that police may be investigating

between 200 and 300 deaths at
Mid Staffs Hospital for criminal
negligence. This is almost so hor-
rific that it falls outside compre-
hension or belief.” I would doubt
that the horrors are isolated.

The American people, Delegate
Plum says, have been in a “frantic
rush to get into the
(healthcare.gov) program.” Re-
ally? I suspect that the real num-
bers are too embarrassingly low to

be quoted.
Delegate Plum talks hilariously

about the program’s “overwhelm-
ing appeal and acceptance.” We
should not, Mr. Plum says, try to
block the law from taking effect.
Based on the experience of the
program’s signup rollout, what
could possibly go wrong?

Harry Locock
Reston
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26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

Dental Receptionist(Mature)
for Orthodontic office. 

2 1/2 days a week.  Herndon
703-689-4858 Esther

CNA’s
Become a Joy in a Senior’s Life
Immediate Positions Available

•Need Own Car •Vacation Pay
•Merit Increases •Over time Pay

Call for interview

Old Dominion Home Care
10366-C Democracy Lane, Fairfax, VA 22030

703-273-0424

Plant Care
Local Interiorscaper looking for reliable 

PT person to care for live plants in 
Commercial Buildings in the 

Fairfax County area. Must have 
transportation. Call Susan: 

(866) 878-8444.

Seasonal Bell Ringer 
Positions 

(11/9/13-12/24/13)
The Salvation Army, Fairfax, VA
$8.00/hr. Need 2 forms of I.D.

Contact Stacy for more info: 
703-385-8700 x11

Yard Sale/Fundraiser for 
Lost Dog & Cat Rescue Foundation

Saturday Oct. 19, 2013
8 AM - 1:00 PM

2355 Bedfordshire Circle, Reston
We will also have baked goods and 

coffee/juice for sale.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community, including special
holiday services. Send to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline
is Thursday.

Trinity Presbyterian Church , 651
Dranesville Road, Herndon, has Sunday worship
services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Nursery and
childcare are provided and youth and adult Sun-
day school classes are held prior, from 9:40-10:45
a.m. 703-437-5500 or www.trinityherndon.org.

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center, Unitarian
Universalist Church, 1625 Wiehle Ave., Reston,
holds weekly classes Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m., for
the general public which use Buddhist teachings
to practice meditation. $12. 202-986-2257 or
www.meditation-dc.org.

St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, 1700
Wainwright Drive in Reston, holds Sunday ser-
vices at 7:45 a.m., 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and
contemporary service at 5 p.m. Nursery, Sunday
school and adult education available. Morning
prayer on Monday at 9:30, Holy Eucharist

Wednesday at 8:15 a.m. 703-437-6530 or
www.stannes-reston.org.

Adult Sunday school will be held 9:30
a.m. Sundays at the Washington Plaza Baptist
Church at Lake Anne Village Center. The group
is studying the Gospel of Mark. Services follow
at 11 a.m.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia offers a
variety of free bereavement support groups,
meeting on a weekly basis. Contact 703-941-
7000 or www.havenofnova.org for schedules
and registration information.

The Jewish Federation of Greater
Washington and the Jewish Outreach Insti-
tute offer the Mothers/Parents Circle, an
umbrella of free educational events and re-
sources. Jewish rituals, ethics and the creation
of a Jewish home, regular meetings and group
Shabbats and holidays. Participants include
Sha’are Shalom, Congregation Beth Emeth,
Temple Rodef Shalom and the Jewish Commu-
nity Center of Northern Virginia.
ShalomDC.org.

Faith Notes

John Gardner and Amanda
McKerrow, former principal danc-
ers with American Ballet Theatre.

Classical Ballet
Theatre Presents
Master Classes

As part of its monthly master class series,
Classical Ballet Theatre will present two
master classes with former American Bal-
let Theatre Principal Dancers Amanda
McKerrow and John Gardner, two of the
country’s most highly acclaimed dancers.

Advanced/Pre-professional class: Nov. 2,
11 a.m-.1 p.m.; $30 pre-registered/$35
walk-in;

Intermediate class: Nov. 2, 1-2:30 p.m.;
$25 Pre-registered/$30 walk-in;

Both classes are open to dancers with a
strong foundation in classical ballet tech-
nique.

Call 703-471-0750 to register; space is
limited.

Classical Ballet Theatre is located at 320
Victory Drive in Herndon. http://
www.cbtnva.org/masterclass.
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News

Cub Scouts of Pack 913 won first place in the Civic Organization cat-
egory: Roan Toole (9) of St. Joseph Cub Scout Pack 913 carries the flag
down Elden Street during this year’s Herndon Homecoming Parade
last Saturday, Oct. 12. Dressed as pirates, sharks, jellyfish and octopi
in support of this year’s “Sea Swept” parade theme, Pack 913 won
first place in the Civic Association category.

Pack 913 Wins First for Civic Organization
Cub Scouts from Pack 913 won first prize in the civic organization category at the

Saturday, Oct. 12 Herndon Homecoming Parade.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Clean Up...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions. 
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Even though I’ve been riding this non-small
cell lung cancer roller coaster going on 56
months now, post-diagnosis; I still can’t separate
cancer effects (physically, mentally, psychologi-
cally, spiritually, etc.) from normal age-related
effects, and by normal I mean reasonably
expected at this middle age: gray hair as an
example. Certainly I don’t want the effects
(symptoms if you must) to indicate cancer on
the move and/or the stage IV tumors in my
lungs doing something to complicate an already
precarious set of terminal circumstances.
However, as life goes on, I’m likely to experi-
ence this sort of fact (cancer) from some kinds
of fiction (not cancer). No one ever said living
with cancer would be easy, quite the opposite
in fact. Nevertheless, living is preferred, so com-
plications be damned.

Still, it’s the complications, that if ignored or
misunderstood or wishfully-thought-of as insig-
nificant – in the scheme of the cancer world in
which I reside 24/7, might actually be my undo-
ing. As an example: the shortness of breath I
experienced in late July which led to my week-
long hospital admission during the first week in
August. I had just begun a new round (six-time)
of chemotherapy (“new” meaning an I.V. drug
with which I had never been infused) and even
after just a few infusions, I was already having
difficulty breathing/catching my breath; com-
pleting a sentence was difficult. This was a side
effect with which I was familiar, having previ-
ously been infused many times, as you regular
readers know, so to my way of assessing, it was
just another day at the office, so to speak, (the
cancer office, that is). And not ever wanting to
make a mountain out of a molehill (or is that a
tumor out of a mole?), I toughed it out, thinking
it was par for this particular course of treatment.
It turned out I was wrong – almost dead wrong.

As my breathing became more labored and
my inability to speak/breathe a complete sen-
tence more obvious, I had to admit – even in
my generally delusional this-can’t-be-cancer ori-
entation, that something was amiss and maybe
it was the cancer asserting itself. When I next
saw my oncology nurse for my scheduled infu-
sion, it was quite apparent to him that my con-
dition was more than a side effect, it was a
straight-on effect. And after he hooked me up
to an oxygen sensor and walked me around the
unit and saw how low my oxygen levels were,
well, it wasn’t too much longer before arrange-
ments were being made and I was “ambu-
lanced” to Holy Cross Hospital. Two days later I
was operated on by a thoracic surgeon who
removed 4.5 liters of fluid from my lung. I don’t
know if I was drowning, exactly, but neither was
I treading water.

But I had read the boiler-plate handouts
from my oncologist and thought I knew what to
expect – and shortness of breath was what I was
expecting, and quite frankly, a side effect I had
experienced before. However, when the symp-
toms went from the sublime (expected) to the
ridiculous (beyond expectations and requiring
immediate medical attention), I began to realize
I likely wasn’t in Kansas anymore. I was going to
be in a hospital in Silver Spring, Maryland.
That’s when it became serious.

And though I pulled through with flying col-
ors and a re-inflated lung – with an above-aver-
age prognosis from my thoracic surgeon, I’ve
learned my lesson: next time, I’m calling the
doctor. Whether any symptoms I’m having are
cancer-related or not, I certainly don’t know,
and as much as I don’t want them to be, it
would seem awfully foolish and naive of me to
think it’s not and neglect to inform my oncolo-
gist. Everything might not be related, it might
just be middle age. The fact that I never know
is the scary part.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

In And
Of Itself

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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