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Autumn Leaves by Angelica Lin,
fourth grade,
Wakefield Forest Elementary.
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2013 FCFT
President’s Award

for Outstanding Advocacy
for the Employees of FCPS

The Fairfax County Federation of Teachers would like to thank all of
the 2013 award winners listed above for their consistent advocacy,
proactive communications, and support of our workforce over the
past year. We publicly acknowledge their efforts to make a difference
in the lives of FCPS employees. Thank you for caring about us; it
matters and is appreciated.

Megan McLaughlin (Braddock District)
Elizabeth Schultz (Springfield District)

Pat Hynes (Hunter Mill District)
Patty Reed (Providence District)
Sandy Evans (Mason District)

Dan Storck (Mount Vernon District)
Tammy Derenak Kaufax (Lee District)

Ryan McElveen (At-Large)
Janie Strauss (Dranesville District)

Pat Herrity (Supervisor: Springfield District)
Kaye Kory (Delegate: 38th District)

Other Award Winners:
Phyllis Pajardo (FCPS)
Louise Epstein (FEC)

Michael Hairston (FEA)
Erica Hendry (media)
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Children’s Connection 2013

Welcome
Dear Readers:
This week, the Fairfax Connection turns

over its pages to the youth and students.
We asked principals and teachers from

area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2014 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.
Please keep us in mind as your children

continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
south@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

Frozen in Time by Jordan Lucas, 4th grade,
Wakefield Forest Elementary.

By Daniella Contreras, 5th grade, Eagle View Elementary.

By Valerie Lam, kindergarten, Fairview Elementary.

By Madelena Johnson, 7th grade, Lanier Middle School.

Noodles by
Brianna Camp,
12th grade,
Robinson
Secondary
School.
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By Jay Jeon, 6th grade, Eagle View Elementary.

By John Reyes Bueno, 6th grade, Eagle
View Elementary.

By Joshua Nguyen, 6th grade, Eagle View
Elementary.

By Jin Wen Xie, 6th grade, Eagle View
Elementary.

By Patrick Ngyuyen, 3rd grade, Eagle View
Elementary.

Eagle View Art Gallery

By Michelle Ha, Lanier Middle School.

By Lokesh Sequeira, 7th grade, Lanier Middle
School.

By Hafsa Bukhari, 7th grade, Lanier Middle School.
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Call today—we can help you!

ARE YOUR DENTURES IN YOUR MOUTH
OR IN YOUR PURSE OR POCKET?
ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE WAY

THEY LOOK OR FEEL?
Call today—we can help you!

STANDARD DENTURE.....$800 or $1,500 for complete set
PREMIUM DENTURE....$1,100 or $1,900 for complete set
IMPLANT DENTURE......................$3,400 with framework

You will be seen by the Dentist AND
the Certified Dental Technician

ALL consultations are FREE!
703-927-0089  CALL TODAY!!

GRAND OPENING!

9006 Fern Park Drive, Suite A, Burke, VA 22015

Children’s

Connection

Our Soldiers
— Katie Ballou,

9th grade,

West Springfield High School

It is a winter morning in Texas,
and the air is cool. My mouth is
dry and my anxious fingers
fumble with the zipper on my
sweater. Music plays behind the
chatter of the patient families.
We stand on a huge field in front
of the First Calvary’s Headquar-
ters at Fort Hood Texas. The
American flag waves as if
America can feel the excitement
of the families. The smell of pine
drifts on the cool air and into my
nose. The familiar smell com-
forts me and calms my nerves.

A voice comes over the speaker
and announces the arrival of the
soldiers we have been waiting
for. A bus pulls up and my
stomach fills with anxious
butterflies. We see booted feet
file off the bus and march into
formation behind it. All the
families are cheering and
clapping. I can hear the low
rumble of the bus as it pulls
away, revealing the soldiers.
They march onto the field and I
cannot see their faces well, but I
know they are searching for their
families. The National Anthem
plays and two mounted First
Calvary Horsemen ride across
the field atop their horses. We
say the Pledge of Allegiance and
have a moment of silence for the
soldiers who will never be able
to return home.  During all of
this, I am staring at one man
who is in the front row of the
lined up soldiers. The man on
the speaker then announces that
we can finally be reunited with
our loved ones.

I run past my family and the
other families. I look around. I
was only a four-foot-eleven fifth
grader, so it is hard to look over
the top of the towering soldiers
and their families. I then catch a
glimpse of a man. I see only the
back of him, but I know who he
is. He is looking for something. I
look at his hat and it has a very
familiar name on it: "BALLOU." I
run to the soldier and tap on his
shoulder. He turns around. His
face lights up and he picks me
up. I take in everything about
Dad: his Old Spice cologne, the
familiar roughness of his uni-
form, and his hugging arms.

“Katie,” his voice shakes and I
smile because I know that dad
will never leave again.
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Union Mill

Elementary

Art Gallery

By Dylan F.,
2nd grade,
Union Mill
Elementary.

By Gauri, 1st grade,
Union Mill Elementary.

By Isabella S., 4th grade,
Union Mill Elementary.

By Margaret (Mia) E., 6th grade, Union Mill Elementary.

By Juliana, 5th grade, Union Mill Elementary.
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See Reflections,  Page 12

A Hedgehog Christmas by Rebecca Elliff, 3rd grade, White Oaks Elemen-
tary.

When I Grow Up…
The question, “what you’d you like to be

when you grow up?” seems like an impos-
sible one to answer. As for me, it never has
been. The reason? I’ve always been intimi-

Lake Braddock

Secondary Reflections

dated by this question, and so, I’ve chosen
to manipulate it. With all other jobs, we’re
are defined as one person; doctor, teacher,
lawyer. But with my dream job, I can be
whomever I wish to be. I can create which-
ever circumstances I wish, whatever people
I can conjure, and within whatever time
period I want. I answer to no one, except

The Robinson Class of 2013 All Night Grad Party gratefully thanks our generous donors!
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill #37
Bernie’s Amusements
Best Buy Fairfax
Burke Athletic Club
Burke Lions Club
Burke Sporting Goods
Burke Walmart
Capital Novus
Carol Wooddell D.D.S
Carpet and Floor Masters
Catie, Steve and Associates, LLC
Clifton Lions Club
COSTCO – Fairfax
Debbie Dogrul Associates, LLC
Dinner Done Centreville
Eileen Filler-Corn for Delegate
Ellis Orthodontics, PC
Ferrells, PLLC
Fritz & Company Certified

Public Accountants
Giant Kings Park
Giant University Mall

Great Buffalo Wing Corp
Great Harvest Bread
Guinea Road Cleaners
Gyuricza & Hartman Family

and Cosmetic Dentistry
Jeannine C. Scott
Jeremy Lopynski, Weichert Realtors
Judy Ryan, Ryan Enterprises, Inc.
Kings Park West Civic Assoc.
Knights of Columbus Council 8600
Laurel Ridge PTA
Lawrence Murphy MD,

Stacey H. Staats, MD
Mark O’Meara, University Mall Theatres
Marspan Christopher Veterinary

Services, LLC
Middle Ridge Civic Association
Mindworks Educational Services
Northern Virginia Dental Associates, PC
Oak View Parent Teacher Association
Preferred Travel, Inc.
Rams Athletic Booster Club, Inc.

Robinson Drama Boosters
Robinson PTSA, Robinson Secondary

School PTA
Robinson Secondary School Class

of 1982
Robinson Secondary School Class

of 2012
Safeway Burke Center
Safeway Twinbrooke
Sherif Elhady, D.D.S, M.S., P.C.
Signal Officers’ Wives Club
Sisterhood of Olam Tikvah
Starbucks Burke Centre
Starbucks Burke Commons
United Prevention Coalition

of Fairfax County
Val Bruton
Village Veterinary Clinic, Inc.
Walmart – Burke, VA
Wegman’s Fairfax
White Oaks Elementary School PTA

Thank You!!!Thank You!!!

“A Smile to last a Lifetime”

703-451-4666
www.bhorthodontics.com

Complimentary Exams available at Convenient Hours

■ Serving Northern Virginia Families for 42 years
■ Diplomates, American Board of Orthodontics
■ Invisalign Preferred Provider

John
Bilodeau
DDS, MS

Brad
Hudson
DDS, MS
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132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA
Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

Maplewood Grill

Live Entertainment
Mon thru Sat

 703-281-0070

Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 30 Years

Join Us for
New Year’s Eve!
   Live Entertainment from

            8:00 pm into the New Year.
           See Web Site for Menu.

Brunch
Every

Sunday

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & PerennialsTrees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF

OFF-SEASON
PRICING

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining WallsPottery Sale

25-75% Off Pottery
Largest Selection

in the DC Area

Pottery Sale
25-75% Off Pottery

Largest Selection
in the DC Area

Pottery Sale
25-75% Off Pottery

Largest Selection
in the DC Area

25% Off
Benches, Fountains, Statues
Bonsai, Cactus & Succulents

By Emma
Scher, 1st
grade,
Eagle View
Elemen-
tary.

By Chloe Pak, 6th grade, Eagle View Elementary.

By Ethan Morin, 6th grade, Eagle View Elementary.

By Nina Lam, 6th grade, Eagle View Elementary.

Eagle View Art Gallery

Children’s Connection

Stories
By Jana Considine,

8
th

 grade

There are stories in my head
Thousands of stories
True and Fiction
Characters of my own creation
And characters that are not mine
They are all there with me
All the time
It’s my happy place
I can disappear inside my stories

anytime
I can get my stories onto paper
But many are just mine
Just for me
Sometimes the stories are too

much
Too many worlds in my head
and I need a break
An escape to reality
Before I dive back in again
To the stories in my head
To my own mini world

Legacy
By Jana Considine,

8
th

 grade

I stand tall, proud and resilient
As around me chaos falls
Destruction is constant, creation

is too
If I kill the killers who started this
Does this make me as bad as

them?
Or will I be seen as a hero
Worshipped as the salvation to a

nation?
Either way the ending is still the

same
I will die
No matter if it is by old age or

enemy hands
A sickness taking away my life

or an accident
I will die eventually
But my legacy- ºHow I am re-

membered is what will keep me liv-
ing on

I refuse to be forgotten, just a
sacrifice to this war

I want to be remembered as I
walk to face the flames

The threat of disaster is nothing
and I fear nothing

Either way I will die
It’s my legacy that will live on

My History
of  Being a
Troublemaker

By Lars Wathne

My worst day of school is prob-
ably my first day of kindergarten

I got off to an immediate bad
start with my teachers,

One that would continue on and
on

Our good relationship didn’t
even last five minutes

When people ask all I can say is
I’m Daddy’s little girl

Joy and
Happiness

By Courtney Williams,

8
th

 grade

Winter-soft and powdery it falls.
I imagine being a toddler again;
Jumping and frolicking
Through its white kingdom
that has showered the earth
with a big white blanket.
Missing school and helping my

dad shovel the driveway,
never truly appreciating its time.
Snow turns to flowers. Winter

turns into spring.
Spring-warm and inviting it

comes.
I imagine being a kid again;
seeing the bright petals of flow-

ers, blooming out of dormancy,
smelling that sweet smell of life,
never truly appreciating its time.
The year goes on from warm to

hot.
Spring turns to summer.
Summer-it comes rolling in with

the excitement that it brings.
I like to remember my teenage

years;
swimming in the lake,
drinking too much soda;
playing football in the fields,

airplane
Excited and feeling magical
I drop from the plane
Caught with a huge trampoline
As if I were a gymnast
I spread my new wings and take

off like a bird
Soaring through a gumball can-

yon
I spot a giant green creature
I think it’s called a T-Rex?
I finally touch down to the

ground
I open my eyes
And my masterpiece is done

Outer Banks
By Rachel McGirl,

8
th

 grade

I always like summer best
Sighing as
The salty air
Caresses my cheeks
Running barefoot
Along the sparkling waves
Listening as they whisper
And softly lap against
The crystal white sands
Skimming the seaside for
A perfect seashell
It had to be smooth
And rough
In all the right
Places
Waking up
And running to
The window for
Just a glance at
The sun-kissed shore
And the glistening sea
Rushing to see
Who can get their
Bathing suit
On first
Watching the horses
Trot calmly as
The surf crashes
And foams
Along their ankles
Their coats smooth
And gleaming in
The sunlight
Skipping down
The boardwalk
Hand in hand
Looking up into
The dark night sky
At the twinkling stars
Feeling safe
At peace
At home

Autumn Day
By Rachel McGirl,

8
th

 grade

The leaves swirl
Carelessly along the driveway
I watch as they rise
And fall
The sky begins to fade
It looks as if
An artist
Had painted streaks
Across the sky
But it is astounding

By Bethany Camp, 12th grade, Robinson Second-
ary School.

Poems from Robinson Secondary

When the morning announce-
ments came on the TV,

They put a Barbie doll on the
screen,

So I, being the little impulsive
child that I was,

Ran up to the TV and punched it
The punch really hurt,
But it was worth it
Everybody in the class started

laughing
Apparently, the teacher didn’t

think it was very funny
Because she marched me to the

principal’s office,
Not five minutes into my school

career
The principal and I became very

close
Over my first few years of school
During kindergarten alone,
I might have gone to him about

once every week
It eventually came to the point

where he would just shake his
head,

And send me outside for thirty
minutes,

To think about what I had done
this time

One time, it was fighting with
scissors,

Another, it was biting a kid’s fin-
ger,

And so on
To this day, I am still very impul-

sive
And still like to talk a lot
But, I am not nearly as bad of a

troublemaker
As I was when I was a little kid
I think I was born to give teach-

ers headaches

Daddy’s
Little Girl

By Courtney Williams,

8
th

 grade

Fortunately, we sit on the couch
and cannot be serious for an hour
or two

Unfortunately, that doesn’t hap-
pen too much

Fortunately, he tells me I can get
straight A’s

Unfortunately, I’ve never gotten
straight A’s

Fortunately, I can tell him about
my favorite boy band and their
handsomeness

Unfortunately, he doesn’t care
Fortunately, he wants me to have

friends
Unfortunately, they can’t be boys
Fortunately, he lets me walk to

the bus without him to school the
next morning

Unfortunately, he makes me
bring my brother

Fortunately, he loves me
Unfortunately, he’s overprotec-

tive

wanting school to end but never
wanting to start,

talking to friends and pulling all-
nighters,

never truly appreciating its time.
The leaves begin to change.
Summer turns to fall.
Fall-it comes showering the earth

with leaves.
I imagine being a younger adult;
admiring life and its changes,
watching my baby girl discover

the art of jumping in piles of leaves,
and the difference between red,

yellow, brown, and orange,
appreciating the time that I’ve

been given to share natural joy.

Painting
By Cameron Earls

Grabbing a vast white sheet
I stick it on the easel
In a land of colors
I touch the brush to the paint and

take a swish
On the canvass
Suddenly I am I a different world
Full of color and brightness
I let my imagination take me

wherever it wants
Now there are knights surround-

ing me
I use my hot air balloon to es-

cape
Landing in sinking sand
I grab a rope connected to a blue

I hear the wind
Whistle through
The branches
And I sigh at
The beauty of it all
Squirrels scamper
And chase each other
Through the brush
Happy and innocent
And careless
I feel young again
The sun begins to sink
Into the horizon
And the stars emerge
The leaves cease to swirl
And the squirrels disappear
But the wind continues
To whistle.

Last Frontier
By Emerson Kuzemka,

7
th

 grade

Standing like living statues,
Vast miles of crystal clear blue

skies,
Trickle of melting snow,
Lonely Blue lakes shine,
Large boulders cast eerie shadows,
Wind whistles wisely,
Where land meets the sky,
Many call it the last frontier,
The land of promise,
Valleys gleam with life,
Storms shape the gold sand

beaches,
Winds filled with sweet salt,
It is untouched land,
Only touched by few humans,
It is made of gold

Untitled
By  Mason Ghodsi,

8
th

 grade

A darkening night
An old town
Worn from years of litter, careless
people and graffiti
The wind whip’s across the empty
parking lot
Old newspapers flutter around in the
air
Used cups and grocery bags skid
across the asphalt
One light flickers, letting out a quiet
steady buzz
Hands shoved deep into his pockets
Head down
He slowly walks through the barren
town
His coat isn’t much against the bit-
ter cold air
Cutting through like a frozen blade
The last of the sun disappears behind
the horizon line
The voices start up now
Quiet whispers
Every word is held long
Before they had come
This had been a normal town
Then everybody fled
Except for him
He stayed forever
He didn’t have a choice
He couldn’t leave.
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Chicken and Broccoli Dinner by Marek
Raynal Kosecky, 1st grade, Wakefield
Forest Elementary.

Dreaming of a Superhero by
Juliet Lee, 6th grade,

Wakefield Forest Elementary.

Self-
Portrait
by
Isabella
DeCarlo,
5th
grade,
Wakefield
Forest
Elemen-
tary.

Criss Cross Applesauce by Mitchell Cook,
kindergarten, Wakefield Forest Elemen-
tary.

Frozen in Time by Erin Hopewell, 4th grade, Wakefield
Forest Elementary.

Dance, Dance by Dag Guessford, kindergarten, Wakefield
Forest Elementary.

Wakefield Forest Art Gallery

The Fairfax
Children’s Connection

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this publication and 14 sister
publications

available at www.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents

For information on advertising email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

For information on local content email
fairfax@connectionnewspapers.com
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Thank you, Sponsors!
Navy Federal Credit Union

Vienna Idol

Whole Foods

Artful Gift Shop

Weichert Realtors-Mary Foerster

Madison High School Boosters
Sanctuary on Church

Vienna Paint, Benjamin Moore
Caffe Amouri

Special Thanks to

Children’s Connection

By Nina Lam, 6th grade, Eagle View
Elementary.

Mason Neck
State Park

By Hannah Price,

4
th

 grade, Oak View

Elementary School

One of the best things
about Virginia is its nature
parks. Recently, I was hik-
ing at Mason Neck State
Park, which is one of the
only places you can see
bald eagles. It was beau-
tiful autumn day. The sky
was a deep ocean blue,
and the sun was shining
brightly, though it was not
hot at all. There was a
pleasant breeze coming
from the river, whistling
lightly. The Bay View Trail
had a lovely view of the
river. The Eagle Spur trail
led us through the woods
to the Eagle Viewpoint.
The Eagle Viewpoint was
a covered shelter with a
wooden bench that you
could sit down and ob-
serve everything around.
There, I actually spotted
one bald eagle flying
around. Also, I saw the most gorgeous col-
ors of the leaves: fiery red, orange, and pure
gold. Mason Neck State Park is an amaz-

ingly beautiful place, and I hope that all
people that live in Virginia and visitors from
out of state will visit there sometime too.
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To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9422

Anglican
Church of the Apostles…703-591-1974

Truro Episcopal...703-273-1300

Assembly of God
Jubilee Christian Center…

703-383-1170
Fairfax Assembly of God…

703-591-4284
Way of Faith Assembly of God…

703-573-7221

Baptist
Braddock Missionary ... 703-830-4125

Calvary Hill…703-323-1347
Fairfax Baptist…703-273-1820
Fairfax Circle…703-573-7372

Greater Little Zion…703-764-9111
Iglesia Bautista La Gran Comiscica...

703-323-5858
Judah Praise Fellowship Christian...703-758-1456
Northern Virginia Primitive Baptist...703-255-0637

Buddhist
Guhyasamaja Buddhist Center... 703-774-9692

Bible
Bancroft Bible Church... 703-425-3800

Catholic
St. Leo the Great Catholic... 703-273-5369

St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church...
703-978-4141

St. Paul Catholic Church... 703-968-3010

Coptic Orthodox
St. Mark...703-591-4444

Disciples of Christ
Fairfax Christian Church... 703-385-3520

Jewish
Congregation of Olam Tikvah... 703-425-1880

Chabad Lubavitch...703-426-1980

Lutheran
Bethlehem Lutheran...703-978-3131

Christ Lutheran...703-273-4094
Kings of Kings...703-378-7272

Lord of Life...703-323-9500

Methodist
Bruen Chapel United...703-560-1665

Fairfax United...703-591-3120
Pender United...703-278-8023

St. George’s United...703-385-4550

Non-Denominational
Fair Oaks...703-631-1112

Fairfax Church of Christ..703-631-2100
Fairfax Community Church...703-323-0110

Sovereign Grace Church...703-691-0600
Jesus Christ Crucified...703-385-9015
Metropolitan Community Church…

703-691-0930
Salvation Army...703-385-9700

Shepherd’s Heart...703-385-4833
Word of Life Church International...

703-978-7101

Pentecostal
The Greater Pentecostal Temple...

703-385-9426

Presbyterian
Christ Presbyterian Chruch...703-278-8365

Fairfax Presbyterian...703-273-5300
Korean Presbyterian...703-321-8090

Providence Presbyterian...703-978-3934
New Hope...703-385-9056

Shalom Presbyterian…703-280-2777

Seventh Day Adventist
Fairfax Seventh Day Adventist…

703-978-3386

United Church of Christ
Little River United Church of Christ…

703-978-3060

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - Realtime Service
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule

visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom Looking for a New
Place of Worship?

Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Marshal L. Ausberry, Sr., Senior Pastor

Antioch Baptist Church
6531 Little Ox Road

Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

Children’s Connection

Midnight Tiger by Yusuf Ahamed, seventh grade, Lake
Braddock Secondary School.

Reflections
From Page 7

Lake Braddock Secondary Reflections

my pen and my characters. The
world is at my fingertips. By be-
ing this job, I can escape the in-
evitable labels of a job waiting for
me, and I can create my own. This
is why, when I grow up, I want to
be a writer.
 —Laura Kirk, 7th grade,

Lake Braddock Secondary

What you do when you grow up
depends on your personality, in-
terests, and strengths. When I
grow up I would like to work in a
job that involves politics, so I will
start as a lawyer and work my way
up to higher positions. Any job
with politics involves interacting
with people. I like talking to
people and learning their opinions
on different matters. I want to be-
come a politician to help our coun-
try be the best country it can be.

— Nandhana Nair, 7th

grade, Lake Braddock

Secondary

A Gift for My
Parents

If I could give my parents a gift
that didn’t cost money, then I

would give them less stress. My
parents are always there for my
sister and me whenever we need
help. Every day I wake up at
6:00a.m., go downstairs, and my
mom is waiting for me with break-
fast on the table. Whenever I need
help with math, my dad is there
to help me. These are just a few of
the many things that my parents
do for me. Thanksgiving was just

three days ago, and I definitely
had something to be thankful for.

— Alex Ahn, 7th grade,

Lake Braddock Secondary

School

Duke
The best gift I ever received was

when I got my dog.  When I was
3-years-old, my mom and dad sur-
prised my brother and me by tak-
ing us to the shelter to adopt a dog.
There were two dogs that we
liked; one was a yellow Labrador
retriever and the other was a shep-
herd mix.  My parents left it up to
my brother and me to choose.  We
both shouted at the same time,
“We want the yellow one.”  Now
ten years later, we still love “Duke”
as much as the day we picked him
out.
— Nicholas Margraf, 7th

grade, Lake Braddock

Secondary

The Best
Christmas Gift

The absolute best gift that I
could give to my parents would be
helping them when renovating our
new house this holiday season.
Examples such as, helping take
down wallpaper, painting, or just
keeping my siblings under control
so they’re not bothering my par-
ents while they’re working. I
would do this by asking if I could
help, trying my best and making
sure I know what to do for them.
That is the best Christmas gift I
could give them this year.

—Nevan Carter, 7th

grade, Lake Braddock

Secondary

For a free digital subscription to
one or all of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to:
www.connectionnewspapers.com/
subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Bath Packages
Available!! SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB

100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

GREECE & the Islands, April 8-16 ....................................................$2,719
Includes Air from Dulles, 3 nights Hotel in Athens & 3 Nights Cruise, All Meals on
Cruise and Welcome Dinner in Athens with Daily Breakfast, Sightseeing, Transfers.
Call for Itinerary.
Day Trip to BOONSBORO, MD to meet writer NORA ROBERTS!
Friday, April 4..........................................................................................$129
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, Luncheon & Signed Book & Meeting
with Nora Roberts.
NEMACOLIN WOODLANDS RESORT & CASINO, April 14-16...$769
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 2 Nights Accommodations with Daily
Breakfast & Dinner. Many activities at the resort!

Children’s Connection

By Dylan Nguyen, Springfield Estates
Elementary.

By Allison Withee, Springfield Estates
Elementary.

By Kimberly Escoba, Springfield Estates Elementary.

By Luis Guzman,
Springfield Estates

Elementary.

By Megan,
Kindergarten,
Accotink
Academy.

By Sophia
M., Kinder-

garten,
Accotink

Academy.
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Clean Up...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

EmploymentEmployment

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

COMMERCIAL SPACE 

AVAILABLE

LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF SHIRLEY 

GATE AND LEE HWY, AWESOME 

VISIBLITY AND ONLY 1 MILE FROM 

BOTH ROUTES 50 AND 66.

1000SQFT WITH 2 OFFICES, RESTROOM 

AND LARGE BAY, CALL OR STOP IN 

TODAY… 703-352-8840 EXT 2

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

IVY CHRISTIAN COLLEGE TO HOST ON-SITE VISIT

Ivy Christian College will host a Transnational Association of
Christian colleges and schools on-site evaluation team on 
01/07-10 for the purpose of evaluating the college for Accredi-
tation Level.

Third party comments are invited and may be addressed to:
TRACS, 15935 Forest Rd, Forest, VA 24551.

TRACS is approved by the U.S. Department of Education as a
nationally-recognized institutional accrediting agency and ap-
pears on the Secretary’s List of Approved Accrediting Agen-
cies, which is approved in the Higher Education Directory. 
TRACS is also recognized by the Council for higher Education 
Accreditation (CHEA).

Ivy Christian College
9401 Mathy Drive Suite 380
Fairfax, Virginia 22031
Tell  : 703) 425-4143
Fax:  (703) 425-4148

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

2013 Burley Bicycle Trailer 
for Two Toddlers. Brand new 
never been used! Has a clear 
weather cover with 4-point 
seat belts. $ 400 new, willing 
to  sell for $250! Call Chris 
(703) 618-6944 Anytime.

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Children’s Connection

Everyday
Everyday I wake up knowing that today is

different
Everyday I recall my dreams wishing they

were real
Everyday I walk down stairs with a smile on

my face
Everyday I mess up
Everyday I want someone to talk to
Everyday I hang out with my friends
Everyday my friends help me forget what I did

wrong
Everyday my friends inspire me to do my best,

never give up, and put my best foot forward
Everyday my friends have my back and I have

theirs
Everyday I find a new dream to work towards
Everyday I believe I can do anything which I

can
Everyday you might try to tear me down but I

will always smile
Everyday you fake your way to the top
But everyday I know that if I believe in my

dreams then one day I might inspire you to do
the same

— Rachel Scout Strohecker,

6th grade, Sangster Elementary

By Jessica Olmedo, 8th grade, Key Middle School.

By Milton Ramirez Flores, 8th grade, Key Middle School.

The Last Swing
The dead grass and gravel crunch under my

sneakers. A cool, crisp, breeze cuts through the
still, dry, air like a knife. A chickadee chirps in
the branches of a tall pine. Walking alone on the
familiar, worn path, I arrive at a small play-
ground and sit down on my favorite swing. It
creaks and groans, being un-oiled and well used.
As I swing, a rhythm starts. Back, forth, creak,
back, forth, creak. My breathing matches the
steady beat of the swing. I look into the horizon
and see the tops of the Cascade Mountains,
blending into a pale pink sunset that looks as if it
were painted. While I gaze, I inhale the cool
evening air and sigh. This is my last time at this
park, my last time looking at this sunset, my last
time on this very swing. I hop off and walk home
as a tear, silent as the night, rolls down my
cheek.

— Gracie Moore,

6th grade, Sangster Elementary
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You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.


