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By Joey Plancich,
4th grade,
Fairview Elementary.
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2013 FCFT

President’s Award

for Outstanding Advocacy [
for the Employees of FCPS

Megan McLaughlin (Braddock District)
Elizabeth Schultz (Springfield District)
Pat Hynes (Hunter Mill District)
Patty Reed (Providence District)
Sandy Evans (Mason District)
Dan Storck (Mount Vernon District)
Tammy Derenak Kaufax (Lee District)
Ryan McElveen (At-Large)

Janie Strauss (Dranesville District)
Pat Herrity (Supervisor: Springfield District)
Kaye Kory (Delegate: 38th District)

Other Award Winners:
Phyllis Pajardo (FCPS)
H Louise Epstein (FEC)
: "] Michael Hairston (FEA)
Erica Hendry (media)

l ' m The Fairfax County Federation of Teachers would like to thank all of

the 2013 award winners listed above for their consistent advocacy,
[ 1 proactive communications, and support of our workforce over the

- e past year. We publicly acknowledge their efforts to make a difference
n in the lives of FCPS employees. Thank you for caring about us; it

I I matters and is appreciated.

—_— ]
B
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Midnight Tiger, by Yusuf Ahamed, 7th

V V elcome grade, Lake Braddock Secondary School.

Dear Readers: but you can reach us by mail at

This week, the Fairfax Station/ 1606 King Street, Alexandria, VA N
Clifton/Lorton Connection turns 22314 or call 703-778-9414 with = ﬂ 13 [
over its pages to the youth and any questions. — ‘.. ) e B m
students. Noor Atari, 7% grade, So

We asked principals and EpiTorR KEMAL KURSPAHIC
teachers from area schools to
encourage students to contribute
their words, pictures and photos
for our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was
enormous. While we were
unable to publish every piece we
received, we did our best to put
together a paper with a fair
sampling of the submitted
stories, poems, drawings,
paintings, photographs and other
works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort
made by school staff to gather
the materials during their busy
time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both
schools and parents to mark
their 2014 calendars for early
December, the deadline for
submissions for next year’s
Children’s Connection. Please
keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular
works of art and inspiring pieces
of writing in the coming year.

The children’s issue is only a
part of our year-round commit-
ment to cover education and our
local schools. As always, the
Connection welcomes letters to
the editor, story ideas, calendar
listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos
and other submissions about
special events at schools are
especially welcome for our
weekly schools pages.

Our preferred method for
material is e-mail, which should
be sent to
south@connectionnewspapers.com, By Joey Plancich, 4 grade, Fairview Elementary.
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CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

FAIRVIEW ELEMENTARY ART GALLERY

By Eduardo Rodas Medina, 4th grade, By Katelyn Sullivan, 2nd grade, Fairview
Fairview Elementary. Elementary.
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By Anthony
Ochoa,

2nd grade,
Fairview
Elementary.
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Kondo, 6th grade, Fairview Elementary.

By Lisa
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%ﬁgy e DS, i Talk to your

Writing THE AMERICAN BOARD OF FEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

teaaomerorns | SArA OUNL-DOS. | B neighbors, then
are feeling creative or you are put- Child -Adolf, ts |
ting dowf thoughts. IZ isa waI;/ to %gtgt_;%%%g{l (‘ D[gg’tdt af;:,bsmllﬁﬁ com ta l k to m e .

say who you are, make a statement
about something you believe in.

Writing is a way to express your- Rudy Shiekds, Agont See why State Farm® insures more drivers than
9415 Otd Burke Lake Road e " o
self and show your emotions. It is Burke, VA 22015 GIE{CdD and F:mEr:“':f :;mnmed.t -i}reat SEVIER
. N PSS QISCOUNIS OF up 1o &40 percent.
T03-G78-5700
gne of th.e most powe?ful things rudy shisids vz @stateferm com Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”
in the universe, so write and let CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7
yourself be heard. St F
—ELIZABETH JAMES, —— — - “ -
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My Favorite Animal

Do you have a favorite animal?
Well, I do. Mine is the panda. I love
pandas because they are fuzzy,
black and white, and so adorable!
Also, they are so loving and
chubby and awesome. I love go-
ing to the zoos because I love to
see the panda exhibit.

—ABBY SAWIN,
ATH GRADE,
FAIRVIEW ELEMENTARY

What I'm Looking
Forward to this Year

In this upcoming year I'm look-
ing forward to art class. I like class
because I get to learn more tech-
niques, how to shade things and
places in with black markers and
other colors. I hope later this year
we will get to paint and learn some
new paint techniques. I would also
like to learn how to draw castles.

—NATHAN Hobum,

DURCHASE TODAY FOR SPECIAL SAVINGS.

York state of mind
ound the corner. Get into a New e
T — :te:;: 52?525'15; gala Purchase your tickets today and save 30 Jo!

ANEW YEARS — %

STATEXMIND

2003 lisls

A fun, family-style New Year’'s Eve celebration awaits!

Tuesday, December 31, 2013 | 8:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. | Semi-formal attire
Waterford at Springfield 6715 Commerce Street, Springfield, VA 22150

COCKTAIL RECEPTION # SILENT AUCTION #* HOLIDAY
BUFFET # CABARET SINGERS * OPEN BAR
LIVE MUSIC * DANCING % CHAMPAGNE TOAST

Dad is my best friend.
A dad is cool.
Dad is a person I love.
—ANNA LITTLETON,
3RD GRADE,
FAIRVIEW ELEMENTARY

T-Bone

The best pug on earth

Bouncing everywhere

Oh, how you snort

Nice soft fur

Everybody loves pugs

—HANNAH MALLOW,
3RD GRADE,

FAIRVIEW ELEMENTARY

This festive evening is open to the whole family. Children and teens must
have a parent present to attend. Children 5 and under attend FREE.

Purchase your tickets online at metropolitanarts.org today—discount code:
NYE2013. Or, call 703.339.0444 for 50% off table sponsorships.
Proceeds benefit the MSA Academy Scholarship Fund.
Reading on a rainy day

PROUDLY PRESENTED BY ﬁ
Awesome books

Read, read, read o metropolitan
Yummy cookbooks

SEHOOL OF THE ARTE

—JACLYNN KNIGHT,
ATH GRADE,
FAIRVIEW ELEMENTARY

Library

Learning Center
I read books
Books, books, and more books

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON CONNECTION <+ CHILDREN'S CONNECTION < 2013 - 2014 % 5



CHILDREN'S CONIjECTlON

UNION MiLL
ELEMENTARY
ART CALLERY

By Dylan E,
2nd grade,
Union Mill
Elementary.

By Isabella S., 4th grade,
Union Mill Elementary.

Last Dance

Reqistration for recital participation closes January 15th

Classical technigue - taught in a fun, nurturing
and creative environment for children ages 2-12

tiny dancers

Ballet | Tap | Jazz | Wiggleloss | Musical Theater

3 Winter Wiggletoes On Main Street in Fairfax ‘Best Dance 5tudio’- ramy Mageine
- (ages 2-3) Session 703.385.5580 Best of Yirainia'~ wons ma mocome
R Starts in January www.tinydancers.com RSOk HONE: SR - g
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Our Soldiers

— KATIE BALLOU,
O9TH GRADE,
WEST SPRINCGFIELD HicH ScHooOL

It is a winter morning in Texas,
and the air is cool. My mouth is
dry and my anxious fingers
fumble with the zipper on my
sweater. Music plays behind the
chatter of the patient families.
We stand on a huge field in front
of the First Calvary’s Headquar-
ters at Fort Hood Texas. The
American flag waves as if
America can feel the excitement
of the families. The smell of pine
drifts on the cool air and into my
nose. The familiar smell com-
forts me and calms my nerves.

A voice comes over the speaker
and announces the arrival of the
soldiers we have been waiting
for. A bus pulls up and my
stomach fills with anxious
butterflies. We see booted feet
file off the bus and march into
formation behind it. All the
families are cheering and
clapping. I can hear the low
rumble of the bus as it pulls
away, revealing the soldiers.
They march onto the field and I
cannot see their faces well, but I
know they are searching for their
families. The National Anthem
plays and two mounted First
Calvary Horsemen ride across
the field atop their horses. We
say the Pledge of Allegiance and
have a moment of silence for the
soldiers who will never be able
to return home. During all of
this, I am staring at one man
who is in the front row of the
lined up soldiers. The man on
the speaker then announces that
we can finally be reunited with
our loved ones.

I run past my family and the
other families. I look around. I
was only a four-foot-eleven fifth
grader, so it is hard to look over
the top of the towering soldiers
and their families. I then catch a
glimpse of a man. I see only the
back of him, but I know who he
is. He is looking for something. I
look at his hat and it has a very
familiar name on it: "BALLOU." I
run to the soldier and tap on his
shoulder. He turns around. His
face lights up and he picks me
up. I take in everything about
Dad: his Old Spice cologne, the
familiar roughness of his uni-
form, and his hugging arms.

“Katie,” his voice shakes and I
smile because I know that dad
will never leave again.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

"%, Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School

Leading by Example to Foster Faith and Academic Growih

Open Houses

Sun, January 26, 2014 12:00pm
Wed. February 26, 2014 10:00am
Wed. March 26, 2014 10:00am
Wed. April 16, 2014 10:00am

Faith

Ouir communily pronvvdes
safs, nuriwing aimosphen
infused with faithy, wirfues and

cadholic principles

Acade mics »  Founded in 1057, we have been instiling valies Bnd virtues in our
studenits for over hall 8 cenbury, educating Pre-School 3-Grade B

O canracuiiam prosichis

s AoivBosnd 'Imluu}luq,. 8 present in ey Classoom lor hards on
H!Hﬂ: wiRCh improie oo chald § Cognilied abiklian and cribosl
thinking ghills

s Herom High School Algeta allered b qusklied B™ graders and Adv
Maih courses gr.5-8 (inchuding Gacmetry) for those who quaily

e loundation recastary lor
your chid's spinfusi and
infeBaciinl devsiopment

Technology

s Two mobde kts and 11,000 volume med céntér astsl with
pronidng B mas-aceled Eaming approach 10 ouF BLEn0E Gnd SoCsl
SlUies DuTmCuim

Spardgh i offsred in Kinderganen theough B Grads

¢ 81 Leo the Geoat offers a ryriad of ecirecomcular activities, such as
Gris on the Run and Ba Mad Soence of Washinghon Chub

¢ Dur NYCYD Sports Progoen includes Baskoiball, Track & Fiold,
Tennis, and Chessragdrg

Technology & miegrred mie
@vary Bspect of owr laaming
[egee Lt "

# D band was astablished in 1974 and kas boen the recipent of many
dwadihs o I weam. 1o inchade i Music n the Parks Award

Cwur studants lsave 51 Leo the Great with strang leadersbep abilties
which sets i foundabion for fham o excel in leadership roles in high
schiool, colegi and beyond

3704 Old Lea Hwy
Fairfax, VA 22030 .
T03-273-1211
waw. sainfisothegraatschool ong

SUN DESIGN INVITES YOU TO OUR
REMODELED HOME TOUR!

Saturday, January 4", 10am-4pm

(Snow Date: January 11th - please call to confirm?)
5605 Glanmore Court, Fairfax, VA 22032

REINVENT YOUR HOME TO ENRICH YOUR LIFE

Come see first hand how redesigning existing space created better
function, flow, and light in this main level remodel to include a
gourmet kitchen with oversized entertaining island, open floor plan to
include removal of walls between formal living room and family room,
as well as kitchen and dining room, and much more!

Special Thanks to Our Sponsor:

FairfaiMarblecom

SUN DESIGN

designfbuild | additions | kitchens | baths | basements | outdoor spaces
703-425-5588 SunDesigninc.com  infe@SunDasignine.com

GRAND OPENING!

ARE YOUR DENTURES IN YOUR MOUTH
OR IN YOUR PURSE OR POCKET?

ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE WAY
THEY LOOK OR FEEL?

Call today—we can help you!

STANDARD DENTURE.....$800 or $1,500 for complete set
PREMIUM DENTURE....$1,100 or $1,900 for complete set
IMPLANT DENTURE....................... $3,400 with framework

You will be seen by the Dentist AND
the Certified Dental Technician

ALL consultations are FREE!
703-927-0089 CALL TODAY!!

BURKE RENTURES

9006 Fern Park Drive, Suite A, Burke, VA 22015

A\

GRILLE

Great American Food

H 53R »’

Try Our New
| ANGUS SIRLOIN

Aged & Hand-Carved In-House

B

Sunday Brunch Menu
10 AM.—3 P.M.

P g S
I

| 50% OFF Lunch 10% OFF |
Entire Check |

I Buy one and ?et 50% Off
I 2nd item of equal or lesser value. I I
Offer expires 1/15/14. Offer expires 1/15/14.
I— Not valid with any other offers. —I I— Not valid with any other offers. —I

5165-C Burke Centre Pkwy » Burke » 703-239-9324 p
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DREAMING OF A CAREER
THAT LETS YOU DECIDE
ON YOUR HOURS AND
CONTROL YOUR OWN INCOME?

Turn your dream into a reality!
Get licensed 1n as little as 30 days!

X AU 4
Pink Flamingo, by Bhaavya Jilludumudi, kindergar-
ten, Orange Hunt Elementary.

By Anna Goetz, 6th grade, Keene Mill Elementary The Weichert Realtors™ Burke Sales Office
15 hosting pre-licensing courses starting in
A Riddle January. Discounted tuition 15 available to

Its home is nowhere. gualified candidates.
It is nothing. It is something.
It’s known as cold and cruel.

It’s known as warm and welcoming. i . )
It is the guardian of the Sky Lin lllqlllrt' b | [HI I‘t';.{i.'il'.l.‘l‘ MW

Answer: the wind Ao Merio, 973_397-3908

6 . K M E x "
T CRADE, REENE MILL ELEMENTARY vmattessich@weichertrealtors.net

Contact Victoria Mattessich

Super Helper, How to transform your

by Katie N , . .
| 1ut grade, doodle drawings into a

. Orange Hunt Elementary. WOI‘k Of art!
Ll We will help you build a

By STUDENTS AT KEY MIDDLE SCHOOL business based on your specific needs.

Lizmnuaed By the Wi Dapl of Probesional & Droopational Regulation oo provider of ol predceming counes. Afending this
schers| wil mat ebSgaie you to betonm smplopsd with our aifilated Besl Biele Brobsfil, mer guarmardes you on idenies or
st with e alfieied Real Exieds Brebari]
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Self Portrait by
Emma Klassa,
3rd grade,
Orange Hunt S
Elementary.

[ i
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4 ;]:hursdag, Jan. 2

 T30PM

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
800-745-3000
GoMason.com

'i FB.com/MasonAthletics ’ @MasonAthletics

2 B g
By Sierra Sterns, 7th grade.

grade, Orange Hunt Elementary.
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CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

SoutH COUNTY MIDDLE i
ART CALLERY :

By Katrina Tran,
8th grade,
South County
Middle School.

By Marcus Hancock, 7th grade, South County Middle
School.

By Abby Frye,
8th grade,
South County
Middle School.

Juliana Samar,
8th grade,
South County
Middle School.

By Chamber Lucas,
8th grade,

South County
Middle School.

By Aubrey Taradash,
8th grade, South
County Middle
School.

By Michela Maraﬁno, 8th grad, South County Midldle
School.

10 % FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <« 2013 - 2014 wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Midnight Tiger by
Yusuf Ahamed, 7th
grade, Lake Braddock
Secondary School.

The Fairfax Station / Clifton / Lorton

Children’s Connection

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this publication and 14 sister publications
available at www.connectionnewpapers.com/documents

For information on advertising email

"A Smile to last a Lifetime”

BILODEAU= HUDSON

ORTHODONTICS

John §

; Brad
Bilodeau = Hudson
DDS, MS & DDS, MS

m Serving Northern Virginia Families for 42 years
m Diplomates, American Board of Orthodontics
m Invisalign Preferred Provider

Complimentary Exams available at Convenient Hours

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

For information on local content email
south@connectionnewspapers.com

703-451-4666
www.bhorthodontics.com

Baja Fresh Mexican Grill #37

Bernie’'s Amusements

Best Buy Fairfax

Burke Athletic Club

Burke Lions Club

Burke Sporting Goods

Burke Walmart

Capital Novus

Carol Wooddell D.D.S

Carpet and Floor Masters

Catie, Steve and Associates, LLC

Clifton Lions Club

COSTCO - Fairfax

Debbie Dogrul Associates, LLC

Dinner Done Centreville

Eileen Filler-Corn for Delegate

Ellis Orthodontics, PC

Ferrells, PLLC

Fritz & Company Certified
Public Accountants

Giant Kings Park

Giant University Mall

Great Buffalo Wing Corp
Great Harvest Bread
Guinea Road Cleaners
Gyuricza & Hartman Family
and Cosmetic Dentistry
Jeannine C. Scott
Jeremy Lopynski, Weichert Realtors
Judy Ryan, Ryan Enterprises, Inc.
Kings Park West Civic Assoc.
Knights of Columbus Council 8600
Laurel Ridge PTA
Lawrence Murphy MD,
Stacey H. Staats, MD
Mark O’Meara, University Mall Theatres
Marspan Christopher Veterinary
Services, LLC
Middle Ridge Civic Association
Mindworks Educational Services
Northern Virginia Dental Associates, PC
Oak View Parent Teacher Association
Preferred Travel, Inc.
Rams Athletic Booster Club, Inc.

The Robinson Class of 2013 All Night Grad Party gratefully thanks our generous donors!

Robinson Drama Boosters

Robinson PTSA, Robinson Secondary
School PTA

Robinson Secondary School Class
of 1982

Robinson Secondary School Class
of 2012

Safeway Burke Center

Safeway Twinbrooke

Sherif Elhady, D.D.S, M.S., PC.

Signal Officers’ Wives Club

Sisterhood of Olam Tikvah

Starbucks Burke Centre

Starbucks Burke Commons

United Prevention Coalition
of Fairfax County

Val Bruton

Village Veterinary Clinic, Inc.

Walmart — Burke, VA

Wegman'’s Fairfax

White Oaks Elementary School PTA

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Looking for a New
Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Marshal L. Ausberry, St., Senior Pastor

Antioch Baptist Church
6531 Little Ox Road
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-425-0710 « www.antioch-church.org

|
|
‘ All Are Welcome!
|
|
|

CHILDREN'S

CONNECTION

LAKE BRADDOCK SECONDARY SCHOOL REFLECTIONS

When I Grow Up...

The question, “what you’d you like to
be when you grow up?” seems like an
impossible one to answer. As for me, it
never has been. The reason? I've always
been intimidated by this question, and
so, 've chosen to manipulate it. With all
other jobs, we’re are defined as one per-
son; doctor, teacher, lawyer. But with
my dream job, I can be whomever I wish
to be. I can create whichever circum-
stances [ wish, whatever people I can
conjure, and within whatever time pe-
riod I want. [ answer to no one, except
my pen and my characters. The world is
at my fingertips. By being this job, I can
escape the inevitable labels of a job
waiting for me, and I can create my
own. This is why, when I grow up, I
want to be a writer.

—LAURA KIRK,
7/TH GRADE,

LAKE BRADDOCK SECONDARY

What you do when you grow up de-
pends on your personality, interests, and
strengths. When I grow up I would like
to work in a job that involves politics, so
Iwill start as a lawyer and work my way
up to higher positions. Any job with
politics involves interacting with people.
I like talking to people and learning
their opinions on different matters. I
want to become a politician to help our
country be the best country it can be.

— NANDHANA NAIR,
7/TH GRADE,

LAKE BRADDOCK SECONDARY

5690 0ak Leather Drive
Burke, VA 22015
m'?s%ﬁ,q 703-764-0456
CHURCH | www.BurkePresChurch.org

Sunday Worship: 8:30 & 11:15 am Saturday Worship: 5:30 pm
9:45 am Sunday School CoffeeHouse/casual, guest musicians

‘.’Bléssings in the New Year!

Sunday Worship on Dec. 29 and Jan. 5 at 10 a.m.

703-266-1310
St. Raymond of Penafort

703-550-8557
Virginia Korean

of No. Va....703-250-7980

703-239-1200

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

Baptist
Antioch Baptist Church... H
A 9800 01d Keene Mill Rd.
Clifton Baptist Church... 703-455-7041
703-263-1161
Community Baptist Church... Sunday School
703-250-9060 9:15 AM
Fairfax Baptist Temple... . .
703-323-8100 CAIVARY Worship Service
Harvest Assembly CHRISTIAN 10 30 AM
Baptist Church... CHURCH
703-799-7868 I famil
Hope Baptist Church... www.calvarytamily.com
703-799-5155 “Continuing the ministry of Christ
Jerusalem on earth
Baptist Church... .
%7%:278-181{2:36 Catholic Congregacici)n
Shiloh Baptist Church... St. Clare of Assisi... La Cena Del Sefior...

703-550-1204

Episcopal

703-339-6579

Celebra/ti&g the Sounds ofFreedom

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sunday Evening - Realtime Service
& Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170
“Experience the Difference”

Jewish

Lutheran
Living Savior Lutheran
Church...703-352-1421

Baptist Church... 703-440-0535 o
703-425-1972 St. Pet;’g;;g;_};;‘l’g‘)"ds”' Methodist
Buddhist Church of God . Christ Church of
Ekoji Buddhist Temple.... ~ Church of the Living God Pohick Church... Fairfax Station...

703-690-3401

Temple B'nai Shalom... 703-764-2901

Cranford United
Methodist Church...
703-339-5382

Non-Denominational
Grace Bible Church...
703-339-7292
Gunston Bible Church...
703-339-5395
Iglesia La Gran Comision
Asambleas De Dios...
703-541-0816
New Hope Church...
703-971-4673
New Jerusalem Temple
of Worship...703-593-6153
The Spirit of The Living Christ
Ministry...703-568-5647

Pentecostal
Christ Pentecostal International
Church...703-339-2119
First United Pentecostal Church...
703-339-2402
Presbyterian
Clifton Presbyterian Church...
703-830-3175
Seoul Presbyterian Church...
703-764-1310
Sikh
Sikh Foundation
of Virginia...703-323-8849

12 % FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <« 2013 - 2014

A Gift for
My Parents

If I could give my parents a gift that
didn’t cost money, then I would give
them less stress. My parents are always
there for my sister and me whenever we
need help. Every day I wake up at 6
a.m., go downstairs, and my mom is
waiting for me with breakfast on the
table. Whenever I need help with math,
my dad is there to help me. These are
just a few of the many things that my
parents do for me. Thanksgiving was
just three days ago, and I definitely had
something to be thankful for.

— ALEX AHN,
/TH GRADE,

LAKE BRADDOCK SECONDARY

The Best Thing
That Has Ever
Happened to Me

I've had many good days, and quite a
few great days, but the best day ever
was the day [ spent at the Epcot amuse-
ment park in Disneyworld. The crown
jewel of that day was when my dad, sis-
ter, and I rode a ride called Test Track.
After coming out of the ride, my sister
and I were very excited about the ride.
After finding my mom and gramma talk-
ing to a Disney employee, we told them
that they had to ride it with us. They
agreed, but before we could leave, the
employee offered us a Magic Moment.
That essentially means she would take
us right up to the front of the line and
put us in the first car of the ride. Bypass-
ing the 45 minute wait, and having the
ride of our life, that was the best thing
that has ever happened to me.

—TESs SAADVANDI,
7/TH GRADE,

LAKE BRADDOCK SECONDARY

Duke

The best gift I ever received was when
I got my dog. When I was 3-years-old,
my mom and dad surprised my brother
and me by taking us to the shelter to
adopt a dog. There were two dogs that
we liked; one was a yellow Labrador
retriever and the other was a shepherd
mix. My parents left it up to my brother
and me to choose. We both shouted at
the same time,“We want the yellow
one.” Now ten years later, we still love
“Duke” as much as the day we picked
him out.

— NICHOLAS MARGRAEF,

7/TH GRADE, LAKE BRADDOCK

The Best
Christmas Gift

The absolute best gift that I could give
to my parents would be helping them
when renovating our new house this
holiday season. Examples such as, help-
ing take down wallpaper, painting, or
just keeping my siblings under control
so they’re not bothering my parents
while they’re working. I would do this
by asking if I could help, trying my best
and making sure I know what to do for
them. That is the best Christmas gift I
could give them this year.

—NEVAN CARTER,
7/TH GRADE,

LAKE BRADDOCK SECONDARY
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My Favorite Toy

My favorite toys are Legos. One rea-
son is that you can build with them and
take them apart. Secondly, you can col-
lect pieces called mini-figures which are
in Lego sets. Mini-figures are fun to col-
lect because you can make videos with
mini-figures. Finally, what makes Legos
cool is that every year the makers of
Legos come out with new sets so you
won’t run out of sets to build. That is
why Legos are my favorite toy.

—JACKSON DAUGHTERS,
ATH GRADE,
KiNGs GLEN ELEMENTARY

What Makes
a Good Friend

What makes a good friend? A good
friend is always nice to her friends. A
good friend also really doesn’t care what
game you play. A good friend is outgo-
ing. A good friend helps people. Also, a
good friend is always looking for more
friends if someone is lonely. Do you
think this is what a good friend is? I do.

— LAUREN TIPPET,
ATH GRADE,

KiNGs GLEN ELEMENTARY

Field Trip to
Jamestown

Fourth Graders should all go on a

CONNECTION

REFLECTIONS

field trip to Jamestown. If you don’t go,
then you will never learn more facts
about Jamestown. You will visit the
river where the water made the colo-
nists sick. You’ll also have so much fun
at Jamestown. You can explore the
ships. You’ll see all the things you
learned about like the fort. Most impor-
tantly, every Fourth Grader should go
because you will have an awesome time.
—AMANDA MORCELO,
ATH GRADE,

Kincs GLEN ELEMENTARY

Go to Work
with Your Dad

I think every kid should go to work
with their dad. You should go to work
with your dad because it is amazing see-
ing where your dad goes every morning.
It does not matter where you dad works
because at least your dad has a job. If
you go to work with your dad, you get
to spend more time with your dad. So,
every kid should go to work with their
dad.

— SAVANNAH CLARK,
ATH CRADE,

KINGSs GLEN ELEMENTARY

A.J. Green

A.J.Green of the Cincinnati Bengals is
a very good football player. He is very
fast and tall. He can make plays over the
players that are on the other team. A.J.
can also run for 81 to 100 yards on the

By Ben Ka&nor, Mark Twain Middle School.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

field. He can jump very high to catch the
ball in the air. He is probably the tallest
player in the NFL. He should be in the
Hall of Fame. A.J. Green is a great foot-
ball player.
— DAvVID SOLOMON,
ATH GRADE,

Kincs GLEN ELEMENTARY

Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C. is the best city of all
cities. First, it has an awesome museum.
The museum teaches you about animals,
how time began, and it shows you arti-
facts found in a digging site. It has great
traffic. You can get to places faster. You
can do the kite festival in the spring. So
go to Washington, D.C. You’'ll be glad
you did.

— Gus PoLNOw,
ATH GRADE,

KiNnGs GLEN ELEMENTARY

The Best Gift Ever

My family has always been there for
me and always cared about me. I real-
ize that my best gift isn’t a video game
or a bicycle; it’s my family who I am
thankful for. They are the ones who buy
me clothes and feed me food. My mom,
dad, and brother are better than a
present. Instead of getting presents for
Christmas, I should give my presents
away. I already have all I need.

— JOSHUA BONAR,
OTH GRADE,

FRANCONIA ELEMENTARY

A Gift I Always Want

My best gift ever was not my Xbox
360. My best gift ever was not getting a
Wii. I got a gift that was even better than
hockey! My best gift ever was waking up
and seeing snow out the window, then
seeing my mom with hot chocolate. My
brother and I watched as the snow was
falling down and we sipped our hot,
sweet goodness. Now that is the best gift
ever!

— NouRr CHIRCHI,
GTH GRADE,

FRANCONIA ELEMENTARY

tte Vic;
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The Real Spirit
of Giving
The spirit of giving to me is all about
giving to people who need, not want.
It’s all about smiling and thanks. Giving
is one of the best words. I learned that
it is better to give than to receive. [ have
even felt the happiness that runs
through your body when you give.
— EVA PERRY,
GTH GRADE,
FRANCONIA ELEMENTARY

6*-

Estimates
00 WELS -Walkway

sPaverdDri eays
sRRYTimbergRetaining Walls

$25:75940f jottery 25% Off

Benches, Fountains, Statues
Bonsai, Cactus & Succulents

9023 Arlington Bivd.,

71 2ns Fairfax, Virginia
Py 2 miles west of 1-495 on Rt. 50.
S Ve 1 mile from 1-66 (Vienna Metro)

< 703-573-5025

Open 7 days a week

= | 1111mp>- Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com

* Crowns, Bridges, Partials,
Full Dentures and Implants

* Denture Relining,
Dentures and Partials
Repaired While You Wait

* Saturday and Evening
Appointments Available

Where Your Dental Needs
Come First!

» Most Insurances Accepted

* Free Invisalign Consultation

Raja Gupta, DDS
Dental First Associates, LLC

9570 A Burke Road, Burke, VA
in Burke Village II

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

*89

(Regularly $288)
Includes Exam,
Cleaning (in absence

of gum disease)
and X-rays

703-323-9394
yourdentalfirst.com
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ZONE 2: * BURKE
¢ FAIRFAX * SPRINGFIELD

HOME--GARDEN

CONTRACTORS
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703-917-6400

ZONE 2 AD DEADLINE:
TuespAay NOON

EMPEOYMENT

CLEANING CLEANING IMPROVEMENTS j IMPROVEMENTS HAULING LANDSCAPING BUSINESS OPP BUSINESS OPP

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

Picture Perfect Home Improvements
(703) 590-3187 www.pphionline.com
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens © Basements

« FREE Estimates Exterior © Interior Repair,
« FAST © Refiabie Service
+ EASY To sche

* NO $38 DOWN!

Paiminﬂ, Cagamtry, Wood Rot,
Drywuff, Afl‘Ffooring, Decks

“If it can be done, we can do it” g,

Licensed — DBonded —  Tnsured

Handyman Services
Awvailable

K&D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL /| RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting

Ceiling Fans

Phone/CATV

Computer Network Cabeling
Service Upgrades

Hot Tubs, etc...

GUTTER CLEANING,

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned “
Small Repairs * Gutter Guards !

o

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

b
%,

7Y lic/ing 703-802-0483 free est.

_§ email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

» Small Home Repairs
b Good Rates
D Experienced

703-971-2164

RCL HOME REPAIRS

Handyman Services
Springfld « Burke * Kingstowne
Light Electrical « Plumbing *
Bathroom Renovation « Ceramic Tile *
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190

LIC. www.rclhomerepairs.com

IMPROVEMENTS j IMPROVEMENTS

INS.

: A&S Landscaping:

2  Retaining Walls * Patios

+ * Decks ¢ Porches (incl.
screened) ¢ Erosion &
Grading Solutions

* French Drains ® Sump Pumps

* Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

The HANDYMAN

A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL, ‘l\%
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.
We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

Licensed
Insured

H8

R&N Carpentry

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting * Mulching  Sodding
Patios + Decks * Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt + Retaining Walls
Erosion Control * Drainage Solutions

Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates NOVA
703-360-4364
703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

240-603-6182

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

703-863-7465
ANGEL'S HAULING
Junk Trash Removal,
Yard/Construction ANGEL'S TREE REMOVA|
£, Debris, Garage/Base- | | Brush & Yard Debris ™53
ment Clean Out, ¢ Trimming & Topping

Furniture & Appl. | BE®_ Gutters & Hauling

- N
Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

703-582-3709

Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf

& removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

4 retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.
20 yrs. of experience - Free estimates

UpR2i === 703-868-5358

B Weekdays 9-4 T

TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900
T T Weekdays 9-4 T

TELEPHONE

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME!

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

THE

NEWSPAPERS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, IN
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded * Free Estimates * Class A Lic
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com
www.rncontractors.com
+BASEMENTS +BATHS +KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small
703-987-5096
LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,

MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

Remodeling Homes, Flooring, l,‘
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting ~ s%e=
Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
+Exterior Wood Rot More!
Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured
| PINNACLE SERVICES, INC. |
Service for a Friendly Price

Remodeling Interior,
Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Painting, Decks,
Fences, Additions.

703-863-1086

Cawecrion CLASSIFIED

Classified or Home * Lawn * Garden:
703-917-6400

Employment: 703-917-6464

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

THE

Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED

DEADLINES
Zones 1,5,6
Zones 2,3,4

DEADLINES
Zones 5,6
Zones 1,3

Zone 1: The Reston Connection

The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection

Zone 2: The Springfield Connection

The Burke Connection

The Fairfax Connection

The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection

The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 3:

........... Mon @ noon
........... Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

.......... Tues @ 11:00
............ Tues @ 4:00

.................

.......................

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES

.......... Wed @ 11:00
............ Wed @ 1:00

Zone 4: Centre View North

Centre View South

The Potomac Almanac

The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection

The Great Falls
Connection

Zone 5:
Zone 6:
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By Jess

Everyday

Everyday I wake up knowing that today is
different

Everyday I recall my dreams wishing they
were real

Everyday I walk down stairs with a smile on
my face

Everyday I mess up

Everyday [ want someone to talk to

Everyday I hang out with my friends

Everyday my friends help me forget what I did
wrong

Everyday my friends inspire me to do my best,
never give up, and put my best foot forward

Everyday my friends have my back and I have
theirs

Everyday I find a new dream to work towards

Everyday I believe I can do anything which I
can

Everyday you might try to tear me down but I
will always smile

Everyday you fake your way to the top

But everyday I know that if I believe in my
dreams then one day I might inspire you to do
the same

— RACHEL SCOUT STROHECKER,

GTH GRADE, SANGSTER ELEMENTARY
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ica Olmedo, 8th grade, Key Middle School.
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The Last Swing

The dead grass and gravel crunch under my
sneakers. A cool, crisp, breeze cuts through the
still, dry, air like a knife. A chickadee chirps in
the branches of a tall pine. Walking alone on the
familiar, worn path, I arrive at a small play-
ground and sit down on my favorite swing. It
creaks and groans, being un-oiled and well used.
As I swing, a rhythm starts. Back, forth, creak,
back, forth, creak. My breathing matches the
steady beat of the swing. I look into the horizon
and see the tops of the Cascade Mountains,
blending into a pale pink sunset that looks as if it
were painted. While I gaze, I inhale the cool
evening air and sigh. This is my last time at this
park, my last time looking at this sunset, my last
time on this very swing. I hop off and walk home
as a tear, silent as the night, rolls down my
cheek.

— GRACIE MOORE,
GTH GRADE, SANGSTER ELEMENTARY

LONE 2: ¢ Burke
* FAIRFAX * SPRINGFIELD

(CEASSIFIED

703-917-6400

ZONE 2 AD DEADLINE:
Tuespay Noon

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

29 Misc. for Sale 26 Antiques

COMMERCIAL SPACE
AVAILABLE

LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF SHIRLEY
GATE AND LEE HWY, AWESOME
VISIBLITY AND ONLY 1 MILE FROM
BOTH ROUTES 50 AND 66.

1000SQFT WITH 2 OFFICES, RESTROOM
AND LARGE BAY, CALL OR STOP IN
TODAY... 703-352-8840 EXT 2

101 Computers 101 Computers

HD I Computer SoLuTIONS

JENNIFER SMITH -« Serving the Area Since 1995
> Speed up Slow Computers .
> Troubleshooting S
> Virus Removal ;
> Computer Setup -

(571) 265-2038

jennifer @ HDIComputerSolutions.com

Covecrox (TASSIFIED

Classifed or Home * Lawn * Garden:
1039176400

Employment; T03-917-6464

E-mail: classified(@connectionnewspapers.com

We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:itheschefers@cox.net

2013 Burley Bicycle Trailer
for Two Toddlers. Brand new
never been used! Has a clear
weather cover with 4-point
seat belts. $ 400 new, willing
to sell for $250! Call Chris
(703) 618-6944 Anytime.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

IVY CHRISTIAN COLLEGE TO HOST ON-SITE VISIT

Ivy Christian College will host a Transnational Association of
Christian colleges and schools on-site evaluation team on
01/07-10 for the purpose of evaluating the college for Accredi-
tation Level.

Third party comments are invited and may be addressed to:
TRACS, 15935 Forest Rd, Forest, VA 24551.

TRACS is approved by the U.S. Department of Education as a
nationally-recognized institutional accrediting agency and ap-
pears on the Secretary’s List of Approved Accrediting Agen-
cies, which is approved in the Higher Education Directory.
TRACS is also recognized by the Council for higher Education
Accreditation (CHEA).

Ivy Christian College

9401 Mathy Drive Suite 380
Fairfax, Virginia 22031

Tell :703) 425-4143

Fax: (703) 425-4148

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

EVEN

SUPERMAN
HAD FOSTER
PARENTS

Kids and teens in our
community need super
parents like you.

855-367-8637 or umfs.org

21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

An expert

is someone
who knows
some of the
worst mistakes
that can be
made in his
subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

\ ponsared by boat

” Donate A Boat -
or Car Today! L
BDaJE-—\J 1gel

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1800-CAR-ANGEL 5

www.boatangel.com

STOP CRIMES ABAINST CHILIREN

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

THE

Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED - CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES

E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT -

CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES

E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
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-~ Jack k}{mg/“ 3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy

Alexandria, VA 22305 alsE o,

703-684-0710

www.alexandriatoyota.com iy

JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY.

Service Department Hours:

@ TOYOTA
TOYOTA £ Muyfflers* Exhaust Pipes*Shocks*Struts w

Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts

Make your next service appointment at: S'?er;)ic\:(gg??ytz;s REZ;E.EV‘.‘,E‘S This TerRkuDwRETIaniTATom %ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁgﬁ%&ﬁ:}rﬁgjfgﬁ:ﬁﬁga%%ggg Ie{t’)s‘gotgllﬂ
. a Toyota HONOR See us for full details.
alexandriatoyota.com
g J
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

O A EFEMLRNE SEICE

BUY 3 TIRES AND GET 4TH FOR

oop ‘1"

GOT TIRES? NO CHARGE ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION, TIRE WARRANTY,
AND FREE COURTESY MULTI-POINT INSPECTION,

PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE. SEE SERVICE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS.

MOT VALID'WITH AN OTHER DFFER OR COUPOH. TCHOTA VEHICLES DMLY DFFER EXFIRES 123113, COUPON MUST
BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRTE-UP WALID OKEY AT ALEXANDRIA TOVOTA TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL

----------------------------------- r.------------------------ -
1ENO GENUNE SERVICE

OIL & FILTER SERVICE SPECIAL | TRUE START BATTERY SPECIAL

5% OFF @122

INGLUDES BATTERY INSTALLATION
Incides: Change all, inetall Genure Toyota ol hiter Includes: 34 manih warranly. 24 monih FREE replacement
inspect & adjust 0l Had bevls and comglmentasy 24 monsh FREE roadtide sssstance, B manth prorafion,
mut-point mspaction with pint out

PLUS wa'll chack all batiery cablas & connectons:

mmmumu—-
T 12 T e TACH o T, VEMCULE R SFTIR
ors e |.| .-.-L 08 Ml f ATIAR WE
a4 SR EFRLEN ADTERIL

L G, Y

1|.||-E WILL

FREE MEET OR BEAT
QUICK ALIGNMENT ANY LOCAL TOYOTA DEALERSHIP'S

CURRENT ADVERTISED SERVICE SPECIALS
CHECK et T SR T T
We will take the guess work out. Stop S
paying for alignments you don't need. DETAIL SPECA.JLS

: $39% 139% $205%
ADJUSTMENTS, $89.95 Wneh & Vacum  Handwash, wax  Full premeum detal

T WAL YT AT CTHER PP O O0uOn Towtr W TEHELES Qg & irderan deaning
.lll. r r-i EHH! uw.llu 7 L PRERERTED & DU OF wiiTL 2 N
3 AT ALEXANDR .-.J.'p-un-u PR AZETTIOMAL B

TOWOTA GEMUINE SERVICE

e e e e ik

TOMUITA GEMUBE SERVICE

BRAKE SPECIAL FALL DETAIL SPECIAL

0z

5809 19>
MNMMMhHmunmmdmmhﬂm
l budfing, paint ssalent and wax, slong with & vacuuming of B interct

Includes: Install Genuing Toyota front braks pads, Inspact | Vane & SUVs add £2000
front & rear folors & drums, check fre condition | SIS T s et e
and inspact all harcware. Pads only,

H.lﬁ-llmi mmnsm Mlm S‘lﬂ.ﬁ.
e 12% OFF
; ' ANY FACTORY RECOMMENDED
4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT _ MAINTENANCE

@8 i
o ooy S MRS e B OMPLIMENTARY

wiar, ¢ioering problems and decresxsad fuel econcmy,
St ines: CanTaE O ULTI-POINT INSPECTION
siruts & shocks, tire condiion and s liie pressure, | Includes: Inspedt fires. brakes, wipers, lights,
- m;_mammm

vAmAai;é DISCOUNT

$5.00 OFF with purchase of $35.00 - 549,90

WINTER ROAD TRIP
MAINTENANCE PACKAGE

. $6995

INCLUDES: rrstall Gentine Toyota of Bfer, up 1o 5 gis of o, tire rotsbion, tre |
traad inspaction, s peoper tee pressure. baiery check (with pretont). | $20.00 OFF with purchinse of 520000 - $499.99

rapecd brakes. mepect dive bells: chack & top off al fluids and check engna |
eoclantisiimets 1 $50.00 OFF mmummmm

$10.00 OFF with purchase of $50.00 - $95.99
$15.00 OFF with purchase of $100.00 - $159.09

o ——

TinRR ViWCLIL SHLY OFTEA CEPFED 131 T LS AN G T 5l T I VEHELED 40 DFFER
07 i T G O o B Yo EXFFES TN, COGFAN ST EEF —-.--.:s-:-- FUE 2 FEEAR
il apliheshin \ECuEn

et B

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA/SCION +in Let’s
3750 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY. | ALEXANDRIA va22305 | (7)) | G
ALEXANDRIA | 1-866-616-8420 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM
TOYOTA/ SCION JUST MINUTES FROM REAGAN NATIONAL AIRPORT! | TOYOTA | Places
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