Winter, by
Ayesha Javaid,
VcLean.
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703.861.5548

Dillard-

REAL ESTATE

Redl Estate

'ﬁ'acy

Email or call me for an appointment!

New Home New Home New Home

$1,895,000 $1,495,000

Under Contract in 4 Days

Sold in 14 Dﬁys

Mclean $799,000 Mclean $1 685000 Mclean $782,500

Found. Lot for. Buyer Found Lc-t For Buyer

Mclean 46 Acres  Mclean 46 Acres

Comrneu:|a| Broughr the Buyer

Licensed in VA, DC and MD

703.861.5548
Tracy@TracyDillard.com
www.TracyDillard.com

i
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Top Producer = Multi-Million Dollar Sales
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By Ava Thompson, 6th grade, Spring Hill Elementary.

Homage to Thomas Kinkade by Victoria Cho, 8th grade, Cooper Middle

School.

Welcome

Dear Readers:

This week, the McLean Connection turns
over its pages to the youth and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2014 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.
Please keep us in mind as your children

Beautiful for the
Night, by Carter
Johnson, 8th
grade, Cooper
Middle School.
"The beauty of
the sunset is
what life should
represent:
marvelous yet
humble, elegant
yet underrated,"
Johnson wrote.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

EpiTorR KEMAL KURSPAHIC

By Hunter Powers,
1st grade, Churchill
Road Elementary.

By Ariana Elahi, 4th grade, Kent Gardens Elementary.
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wishing you the best year ever in 2014!

—
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Vienna $3,200 per month Oakton $1,399,000
Available now! Just Sold

RECENTLY SOLD McLean * Vienna * Fairfax

4

-,

Karen Martins

703-568-6268 = R

www.karensproperties.com 1320 0ld Chain Bridge Rd.
Serving VA * DC * MD McLean, VA 22101

Where a rigorous curriculum
keeps students challenged and engaged.

Where a warm community
encourages every boy to be himself.

Where dozens of sports, arts, and clubs
give rise to confident leaders.

Where a strong Benedictine tradition
grounds values and inspires faith.

Where Bright Boys Become
Exceptional Men.
1
Y [

Now accepting applications for Fall 2014

Grades 6-12 | 40-Acre D.C. Campus | www.saintanselms.org
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St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

KENT CARDENS GALLERY
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By Michaela Anne Pearce,
2nd grade,
Kent Gardens Elementary.

By Isabella Powell,
6th grade,

Kent Gardens
Elementary.

L. =~ By Jiasen (Joy) He,
~ 1st grade,
- Kent Gardens Elementary.
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Bob Nelson Kelly Putz Tim Heil Michelle Cornejo

The Bob Nelson Team

Bridget Schmike
Commercial Agent

VA/DC/MD

FX8 I'#-Ihl\w 51,325,000 - Creat Falls
700 Parrish Farm, 38R, 484,
3 quict wooded acres, granite and cherry kitchen
huge walk-out rec room, sumptuous MBA

Gireat Falls
baeautiful b

kite |1| n

www.Great FallsTeam.com ~ 703-999-5812 ~ 703-636-7300

e 1
1

774 A Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22066 LnEnld:l‘

', JHR 25BA [qg, home

on 2 wooded acres “Certified Wildlife Habitat”, coy
pond, cedar window storage seats, open beam ceil-

ings, gorgeous deck views.

FX8065134 - $865,000 - Greal Falls
701 Kentland Dr, 5BR, 4BA on over 2 acres. In-
ground pool, renovated kitchen and baths.
Marble countertops, S5 appliaances

y FXREO442EL - S7T0,H0
K728 FOXHALL TER
4,50 A, Ninished
ik, 4200k sq £
renovated batls and
katchen

Join us for ﬂihner on-January 13th at our next
Military Apprecration'gaday (MAM)

event at The Old Brogue itnGreat Falls.
We will be hosting the Navy SEAT Sin d3008

The Old Brogue is located at the comner of Georgetown Pike and Walker Road in Great Falls,

Call (703) 759-3309 to reserve your table at eithes the 5:30 or the 7:30 seating.
Bob and his co-sponsers will each make a 10% matching donation of your dinner {abl

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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11100 Tommye Lang - 51,200,000 Reston
Minutes to T'j-;-y_'-n-'. or Reston, SBR, 5,584
each bedroom has its own bath and master has a
suite of rooms. Home theatre with projector,
library with built-in bookcases,

! . Fr.]nL Lloyd W rlﬂhl m~p|rud
4BR, 3BA, 2.5 acres, near Gambrill State Park, IuII_1. renovaled,
tongue-and-groove ceilings, HUGE master bath/dressing room,

vels, completely private!

Bob Nelson

Realtor, Keller Williams Realty
A Lifetime of Service to Community & Country

Office: 703 636-7300

Cell: T03-839-6512
Bob@Great FallsTeam.com
www.GreatFallsTeam.com
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By Mia Tripathi,
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By Clara Stevens,
2nd grade, Churchill
Road Elementary.
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Oh mitten you keep me warm when I'm cold. Mitten you're soft and cozy. Mitten
you keep me warm when it snows, you heat me up. | never want to lose you in
the snow. Sometimes it is so cold | need another pair of mittens, but you are the
best mittens in the whole world. | don’t want another pair of mittens for a
gazillion years. I'm going to wear you everywhere, even in the summer. I'm never
going to let you out of my heart. | will stay with you for a thousand years. | hope |
don't die. | am never going to sell you.

By: Shreya Sil = Churchill Road Elementary School 2™ Grade

By Shreya Sil, 2nd grade, Churchill Road Elementary.

G < McLeaN CONNECTION <« CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <« 2013 - 2014

| #f | !
| ‘ : : J . ;r
= h ter
; = : Cozy and Warm
. ; Together by Lina Al-
/ : - lg # Atrash, 5th grade,
i M " ' . Churchill Road
LB T " & Elementary.

By Timothy Sedaca,
kindergarten,
Churchill Road
Elementary School.

i

By Justin Lee, 1st grade, Churchill
By Elizabeth Meyer, 1st grade, Road Elementary.

Churchill Road Elementary.
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2013 FCFT

President’s Award

for Outstanding Advocacy [
for the Employees of FCPS

Megan McLaughlin (Braddock District)
Elizabeth Schultz (Springfield District)
Pat Hynes (Hunter Mill District)
Patty Reed (Providence District)
Sandy Evans (Mason District)
Dan Storck (Mount Vernon District)
Tammy Derenak Kaufax (Lee District)
Ryan McElveen (At-Large)

Janie Strauss (Dranesville District)
Pat Herrity (Supervisor: Springfield District)
Kaye Kory (Delegate: 38th District)

Other Award Winners:
Phyllis Pajardo (FCPS)
Louise Epstein (FEC)
Michael Hairston (FEA)
Erica Hendry (media)

The Fairfax County Federation of Teachers would like to thank all of
the 2013 award winners listed above for their consistent advocacy,
proactive communications, and support of our workforce over the
past year. We publicly acknowledge their efforts to make a difference
in the lives of FCPS employees. Thank you for caring about us; it
matters and is appreciated.
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SPRING HiLL ART CALLERY
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By Andy Ricketts, 6th grde, Spring Hill -
Elementary.

By Erin Connery, 6th grade, Spring Hill
Elementary.

By Samira
Shirazi,
kindergarten,
Spring Hill
Elementary.

P

By Kristina Naydonova, 1st grade, Spring
Hill Elementary.

i o i P ."1}‘ . | Ll
By Eric Yong, 2nd grade, Spring Hill El-
ementary.
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Memory

Memory lives in your heart and eyes,
Seeing everything you see,
Loving everything you love,
Wearing a coat of your thoughts.
When you are holding her hand you remember
All you cherish and all of your dreams.
When you experience something,
Splendid or sorrowful,
She catches the image,
And glues the image in your mind forever.
When she crosses her arch nemesis, Forgetfulness,
You cannot think of your thoughts,
And she cries in pain as Forgetfulness harasses her.
When Memory is by your side, you remember
All of your happiness, all of your losses.
Memory is made of many things.
Laughter, sorrow, bliss and loss
Are all her spirit.
Children are starting to obtain her,
But adults are full and bursting with her.
Children listen intently with eyes full of wonder
As adults tell them about their experiences with Memory.
She remembers every moment you spend with her,
All you hear, all you see,
Everyone you love and all of your rivals.
She caresses every minute of your life,
But she only presents the best and worst events to your heart.
Memory is someone
You remember eternally.
— MALLIKA CHARAGUNDLA,
5TH GRADE, SPRING HiLL ELEMENTARY

Dream

Dream lives in the sky

She floats on a cloud waiting until the sun is devoured by the
stars

Then she goes to work to write stories

She doesn’t need a publisher

for she sings them to all children

She loves telling the children her stories to soothe them while
they are sleeping

Dream argues and fights with her brother Nightmare

It’s always about her stories

but most of the time Nightmare just runs away

She loves every child like a mother

and she visits them every night

she only speaks when she tells her stories

Dream dresses in clothes made of clouds

so she can float wherever she needs too

she’s like a ninja

a silent and is only found when she wants to be

Dream is a friend

That will soothe you till the end

— Yuvi SING,
5TH GRADE, SPRING HILL ELEMENTARY

Music

Music lives on the go

she travels the world

but you can hear her everywhere

her heart thumps in a tune

she wears headphones around her neck

and her long black hair billows around her shoulders,
like a waterfall

a glimmering white top and a skirt with music notes
plus little black tap shoes show her style

she is very popular, and rocks the house wherever she goes,
even in the country

Music is the life of the party

SEE POETRY, PAGE 19
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

‘Thanks to everyone who
experienced the
nymd & wm

1 i L‘ 3
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\; Yo \\
i " ’%DIFFERENCE ““- 5
e in 2013! e

Join Us For Our

SELLER SEMINAR

“WHAT EVERY SELLER NEEDS TO KNOW”
* How'sthe Market?
* How do 1 price to SELL?
¢ How bas the Internet become the new "curb appeal'?
* How can I avoid Home Inspection & Appraisal Issues?

Sunday, January 26" 1-4 pm
774-A Walker Rd. Great Falls
R.S.VP: LyonsMcGuire@TeamGreatFalls.com
Whether you are...Buying, Selling, Building, Remodeling,
Investing, Designing or Staging ...
We've got the TEAM for that! kW
. ' KELLERWILLIAMS
_ 703-406- 9009

o AR B W Vs I}!
Vivian Lyons +» DebbieMc( b Y B adl ﬁCEth

www.TeamGreatFalls.com ot yoer ke
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! CHESTERBROOK ELEMENTARY ART GALLERY
CHILDREN'S _

B : - -
- R
SHILLETET?AQ!;’LUB CONNECTION

GREECE & the Islands, April 8-16 $2,719
Includes Air from Dulles, 3 nights Hotel in Athens & 3 Nights Cruise, All Meals on
Cruise and Welcome Dinner in Athens with Daily Breakfast, Sightseeing, Transfers.
Call for Itinerary.
Day Trip to BOONSBORO, MD to meet writer NORA ROBERTS!
Friday, April 4 $129
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, Luncheon & Signed Book & Meeting
with Nora Roberts.

NEMACOLIN WOODLANDS RESORT & CASINO, April 14-16...$769
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 2 Nights Accommodations with Daily
Breakfast & Dinner. Many activities at the resort!

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 » Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com
for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Heortborn Ccthers 5 ppanel’
¢ Christening Gowns to Cherish
* Precious Hand-Smocked Dresses
* Accessories to Make you Smile
¢ Infants to
Size Two
* Beautiful

Baby
Quilts

./ A viDe
By Ava Randall, kindergarten,
Chesterbrook Elementary.

6724 Curran Street « McLean, VA 22101
703.281.4091 « www.quiltdoctor.com
quiltdoctor@msn.com

Monday through Saturday 11-5 %

Achieve eExceLLeNGE

gFRoucH Balancg

B | B
N X 1 ﬁ;I'l
By Mia Valencic, 6th grade, Chesterbrook
Elementary.

By Nate Salkoff, 5th grade, Chesterbrook
Elementary.

Kristina, Student Tutors
Assistant Director

balearn how Bullis students are sugieeding
r B\ day.Visit www.bullis.org
ml"f{;l‘{ G e

1 Falls Road P ] 1t .3, X
B Potocmac, MD 20854 : l l II qIS
201-209-8500 A D
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By Emerson La Tourette, 2nd grade,
Elementary. Chesterbrook Elementary.

By even Allen, 3rd grade, Chesterbrook




SPRING HILL
REFLECTIONS

I Am Thankful
For Books

I am thankful for books.
Books bring me on an adventure.
They bring me to a deserted
island filled with wild animals as
I meet the Robinsons, and to a
sparkling palace filled with
beautiful ladies as I see
Cinderella waltzing by, holding
Prince Charming’s hand. Books
have taught me lessons that I
couldn’t have learned from
teachers. Lessons that have
changed the way I speak, stand,
and think; lessons that have
taught me that not everybody in
the world has as much as I have
and that not everybody will be
with me forever. Books pick me
up when I feel down and can
swallow me whole, just like
Moby Dick. Books can control
my feelings. I have found myself
crying as I read Marley and Me
and laughing as I read about
James when he gets stuck in a
giant peach. [ have grown up
with Ramona and Beezus at my
side guiding me through hard
times and Harry Potter casting
magic spells in my dreams.
Books have helped me grow up
and that is why I am thankful for
them.
—SOPHIA ZIMMER,
5TH GRADE, SPRING HiLL ELEMEN-
TARY

My Family

My name is Mia and I am
going to tell you a little about
my family. My mom is 46, her
real name is Nancy. Her birthday
is one day earlier than mine. I
also love to cook with my mom,
it is my favorite thing to do with
her.

My dad is 40, his birthday is
on February 3. He really likes
me, he takes me swimming and
to tennis. He also spins me
around. But he also screams a
lot, his favorite color is chocolate
brown.

My brother is 8. I hate him,
but my mom wants me to
change that phrase that I just
wrote. His favorite color is
cerulean. He is a pain in the
neck. His birthday is on March
21. His name is Myles.

My sister’s name is Mindy. She
is 4 and is very cute. I always
chit-chat with her at night. She
loves to color, she also loves
spaghetti. Her favorite color is
hot pink.

I am 7 years old. My favorite
colors are hot pink and blue. I

SEE REFLECTIONS, PAGE |15
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Every
Child,
Every Day.

THE LANGLEY SCHOOL

A coed preschool ro grade 8 day school founded in 1942

1411 Balls Hill Road
McLean,Virginia

(703) 848-2782
www.langleyschool.org

MNow Accepting Applications
for 2014-2015!
Application deadline is January 15, 2014

The Weight Loss Method That Just Makes Sense!

Upcoming Free Seminars

at Loebig Chiropractic & Rehab
December1g ?
Jaruary 2 L {/.{;4.;{(} | 5 "/:';]ﬂ/na’
January 16
Janwary 30
February 13
February 27

Over S)@E0ima?

foods to enjoy!

OEBIG

HIROPRACTIC
& REHAB
Dr. Glenn Loebig & Dr. Andrew McGuire
754 Walker Road
Great Falls, VA 220665
T03-757-5817
wiww LoebigChiropractic com

® With the Ideal Protein Weight Loss Method, you will not
only see results, but also be provided with valuable
educational nutrition knowledge to help you sustain
your results on a long-term basis.

® Developed and Endorsed by~
Medical Doctors.
» [edicated Coaches .r"’j’ -

provide weekly support
sessions and ongoing education

Improving Communication

What matters is fantastic colors
that all come in green.

technalegy. it containg na hargh

chemicals, no sirong odors and has
low emissions. There's only deep,
nch, endunng eclor, What s good for
the walls is even better for the family

And the olanst

OLOR WHEEL

2R02-D Marrilea Driva, Fairfax 22051 Benjamin Moore*
< P EAAEE el R REE L B

MY COLORWHEEL cc « TOR-ZLE-RATT Fior svaeytoarg thal murtiec™

WO < 5 @il 0N Benjarman Moo & Co. Bergatin Mobie, Oreen Promis, Nt sod

Eh trangie "M symbol are iegsbered tracemanio. iermed i Bergamin Moo & To

f“% OAKCREST SCHOOL

Admissions Information Session
for Parents
Wednesday, January 8, 2014
Two sessions: 8:15m and 7 e

Each Admissions session is followed by a 20 minute Tuifion
Assistance presentalion

) | SAVE THE DATES | 4

UPPER SCHOOL MUSICAL

with Your Teenager School House Rock
Barbara Falk, Head of School Emeritus Live!
Saturday, January 25,2014 |  Friday, February 28, 2014
7:30 Saturday, March 1, 2014
An independent schoal for girls prades 6-12 guided
by the reachings of the Catholic Chirch

Qakcrest.org
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Toes in the Water by Grace Hardardt, 8th grade. "Little Compton, R.I.,
has been a part of me since I was born. I can’t remember any summer where I
wasn’t in LC. In this picture you see my older brother, James, and dog Luna at the
Sakonnet River. I enjoy walking there with my siblings because my older brother
is in college, and I usually only see him in LC. Also, my sister will be leaving next
year, so I want to spend as much time with her before she goes. Little Compton is
a very small town but the beauty it holds is immense," Hardardt wrote.

The Eye in the Sky by Isabel Barney, 8th grade. "I took this picture of the
London Eye on vacation last summer, and I think it represents life in several
ways. First, it shows that sometimes instead of focusing on what’s directly in front
of you (the wheel), you should also look through or beyond that (the sky and
clouds). Also, the London Eye mixes technology and nature. The Eye itself is a
piece of technology, but its purpose is to view the surrounding area, including
nature. Life should be a mix of technology and nature and should be spent not
only moving forward, but looking around you," Barney wrote.

12 % McLEAN CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S CONNECTION < 2013 - 2014
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- o Pl
A l L ’ 4
| 4
1 -
Purple Pop by Maggie Bellaschi, 8th grade. "The picture of this flower
represents that I am thankful for Mother Nature. I am thankful for the beautiful
world that I live in, and I am thankful for the nature all around me. I am also

thankful for my sight and that I can see all of the gorgeous things around me,"
Bellaschi wrote.

Reach for the Moon by Maggie Bellaschi, 8th grade. "This picture of the
Seattle skyline and the Space Needle shows something I am thankful for. I am
thankful for having the opportunity to travel to amazing places and see amazing
sites. [ am also very thankful for all the opportunities I have," Bellaschi wrote.

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Being Strong, by Patrick Welch, 8th grade. "Life is all about being strong and resisting
anything that comes at you. I put this flag in the ground a year ago in the middle of the winter,

during heavy snowfall. When I walked outside yesterday, I saw the flag still standing there. Although

it was dirty and torn, it withstood the elements, and survived to see another year; and that is what I
think life is all about," Welch wrote.

P

- —

Just Cheer Up! by Ashley Baradari, 8th grade. "Life is all about cheering people on when
they need it most. If you're losing in a game or just simply need cheering up," Baradari wrote.

Beautiful for the Night by Carter Johnson, 8th grade. "The beauty of the sunset is what life
should represent: marvelous yet humble, elegant yet underrated," Johnson wrote.

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Maplewood Grill

Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 30 Years

lost (adj): 1. unable to find

the way. 2. not appreciated

or understood. 3. no longer
owned or known

Jae(e]els

Join Us for

New Year’s Eve!
Live Entertainment from
8:00 pm into the New Year.
See Web Site for Menu.

Donate
\Volunteer

lostdogandcatrescue.org

Mon thru Sat

703-281-0070

132 Branch Road, S.E. * Vienna, VA
N Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials 7

DISCOVER A UNIQUE MOSAIC OF CURATED
RETAIL (\ - DINING EXPERIENCES

ANGELIKA FILM CENTER

NEIMAN MA UbDIO

NE AN,

MATCHBOX VINTAGE P

MEDITERRAFISH

SOUTH MOON UNDER

TIMOTHY PAUL HOME

AND

Voted “Best of DC" by Washingtonian, Eater DC, Northern Virginia and Arrive Magazine.
Mosaic has over 30 retailers, restaurants and DC's only Angelika Film Center & Café, a
stylish cinema featuring the highest quality art, independent and specialty films.

MOSAICDISTRICTCOM | 2910 DISTRICT AVENUE | FAIRFAX. VA 22031 | AT LEE HIGHWAY & GALLOWS ROAD
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Essays FROM COOPER MIDDLE

The Best Thing Mom
Ever Taught Me

By OLiviaA PERNA
7TH GRADE, COOPER MIDDLE

I don’t know about you but writing an essay on
some book I never read at 1 a.m. isn’t the most
appealing thing in the world. Over the years I
found good ways to procrastinate by conjuring up
things to Instagram or maybe something fun to
do with my cat.

Afterwards I was so fed up with lying to myself
I just stared into the white void of unfinished
homework and walked away to complain to my
mom on how I was so bored. She’d then reply,
“Well, have you finished your homework?” I would
state the automatic, unenthusiastic lie every ado-
lescent repeats to their elders, “Yes.” Followed by
a rolling of the eyes and a terse grown.

It’s about 5 p.m., and with no homework done I
would be playing with my cat, Dexter. He lived
the best life. No problems. No worries. No pain.
No work. But then again, look where that put him.
He’s a big fluffy cat. Half of his day, he eats and
the other stares at his food bowl, probably with a
blank thought. Just as blank as my homework...

My mom told me she worked like a dog when
starting out in her career. She once even worked
through Christmas Eve into Christmas morning. I
couldn’t imagine doing such a task, the thought
of it gives me a headache! I mean, how would
working until you drop help someone? Living in
what I guess is a cheap apartment, eating ramen
daily; did all of that pay off?

Maybe it didn’t pay off at the time, but she later
became what I perceived as a great person. She
seems to be always happy, and that’s what counts,
right? I don’t believe you must become the ut-
most famous and wealthy person to become suc-
cessful. Perhaps I may idolize my mother too
much, but she’s one of the most successful people
I know. She’s earned herself through hard work.

I might not say it much, just to preserve my teen-
age pride, but I love and idolize my mom for all
of her hard work, if it be raising me or her struggles
on becoming a businesswoman. She’s no rich Bill
Gates, or famous Michelle Obama, but she’s my
beloved mom.

My mom has influenced me to work harder in
whatever it is I'm doing. Maybe with this
newfound confidence will help me finish my
homework! But then again, it’s late and tomor-
row is a school day. I should go to bed and worry
about homework another time...

An Act of Kindness

By MoMIN KALEEM
7/TH GRADE, COOPER MIDDLE

When I was in first grade I moved into a new
house. Nothing changed too much. I was still go-
ing to the same school and things like that but
this neighborhood was a lot different than my old
one. The old one wasn’t big at all and had lots of
kids around to play with. This new one was really
big with huge houses and all the kids were a lot
older than me.

After four more years of living in that neighbor-
hood more kids came but either they were way
older than me or traveled a lot. Across the street
from us lived a nice couple that we had always
been friends with. In fact when we first moved in
they threw a house warming party for us. I don’t
know if that happens often or not. Either way they

were really nice neighbors.

They sometimes told my brother and I cool sto-
ries about what their childhood was like since they
were born around the 60s. During a yard sale they
gave my brother and I their old superhero comic
books that use to sell for 15 cents at the stands. I
still have them.

But one winter it snowed a ton and they flew
out to Mexico to escape the cold. I realized that
by the time they came back the snow in their yard
would still be there. There was too much of it to
melt that fast. I put on my coat and snow boots
and walked across the street with my Dad’s shovel
in my hands.

I was still only nine so shoveling up that much
snow was rather difficult. So I only shoveled
enough to make room for their two cars to drive.
I didn’t really want those cars to get messed up in
the snow because they were restored cars from
the 50s and 60s. One was pink and the other a
really dark green. I really liked them.

I came back about an hour later because they
had a huge driveway. I took off my coat and boots
and set my Dad’s shovel in the garage. My mom
had started a fire in the fireplace, so I sat down
and felt the heat against my red cheeks.

A week later the snow hadn’t melted and our
neighbors had returned from Mexico. They
showed up at our door. They asked if we knew
who shoveled their driveway even though I could
tell they knew it was me.

I felt weird about responding so my Mom told
them it was me. They smiled and thanked me.
Now I felt even weirder.

Our neighbors said goodbye and we closed the
door and returned to the fire. Despite how weird
it felt when they thanked me for shoveling the
now, it still felt good. I couldn’t stop smiling to
myself.

The Most Important
Thing I've Learned

By ANNIE KRAEMER
7/TH GRADE, COOPER MIDDLE

“Life is like a box of chocolates, you never know
what you’re gonna get.” -Forest Gump

What I've learned is not something you takes
notes on in class, and not really something you
learn in a school at all. It’s the kind of thing you
learn when you have to do go through it yourself.
What I've learned is to always stay positive. Yeah,
people always tell you that, sometimes you can
help yourself. We all have negative thoughts some-
times and we can’t stop thinking about those silly
little imperfections, and mistakes.

I've had negative thoughts and sometimes it’s
so hard to push them away, but we all just have to
stay positive. Look on the bright side of things
even in the darkest light. I know there has to be
at least one thing you love or there is something
to smile about, even if it’s one thing it does counts.
Life can be so brutal and annoying but staying
positive is about all you can do when you're in a
hard spot.

I used to worry about everything I did. If my
hair looked weird, the way I ate, the way I looked,
how did I look when I did this or that, and all
kinds of stupid stuff, and I would dwell on it but I
have to realize it doesn’t matter. By now everyone
knows that saying, “Yolo” it’s very annoying now,

See EssAays. PAGE IG
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am a girl, I share my room
with my brother and sister. I
sometimes like my brother and
sister, but not always. I love my
family. I also like video games. I
love all raspberries, blackberries,
strawberries, and blueberries
and I like carrots and apples.

One night my dad brought out
a few presents for Myles, me and
my mom. They were all ski stuff.
My mom got ski pants, Myles got
ski gloves and I did too. Mindy
got mad because she didn’t get a
present so she started to cry, so
my dad spun her around as a
present for her and she laughed.
I wish it was actually Christmas
because Christmas is my favorite
holiday, and me, Myles and
Mindy all made a special sur-
prise for my mom and dad. But I
can’t tell you what it is because
my mom is going to read this.

Merry Christmas.
—MIA Bao,
2ND GRADE, SPRING HILL ELEMEN-
TARY

Great Fall

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

State of $avings.

Get discounts up to 40%.

Saving money is important, That's why you can count on me to
get you all the discounts you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE".

CALL ME TODAY.

G Stephen Dulaney, Agent
731 C Walker Road

Great Falls, YA 22066
Bus: 7T03-759-4155
www.gstephendulaney.com

oo StateFarm

*Discounts vary by state
State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Great Falls and Reston

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Dr. Erica Sok & Dr. Long Pham

Crowns e Bridges * Implants e Fillings ¢ Root Canals
General & Pediatric Dentistry « Cosmetic Dentistry
A state-of-the-art facility with I 1 1l

the latest technology and equipment F R E E . F R E E =

Featuring digital x-rays

Cancer screening technology Fluoride Electric
Massage & heated chairs
Big screen TVs in pafient rooms treatment
Open on SGTUFdeS *New patients only: with exam, ** Adult- or kid-size toothbrush available.

cleaning and necessary x-rays. New patients only: with exam, cleaning
Great Falls and Reston DDS |
571-306-7676

and necessary x-rays.

Early & late evening weekday hours e KIS,

24 hours emergency service
We accept most insurances

R E R
3¢ invisalign

SENECA SQUARE
1025-B Seneca Road e Great Falls, VA 22066
571-306-7676 « www.greatfallsdds.com

Family &
entist

703-759-4707
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Rosmer
Educational
Caonsulting LLC

£/

New Year’s Special Offer on the
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator®
for High School and College Students:

MBTI® College Interpretive Report Available -$249-
AND the MBTI® Career Report for ages 16 SPECIAL!!!
w/90-minute personal consultation and older $199*

A Myers-Briggs® assessment can help your student to:

e Understand their natural strengths and preferences;

e Choose classes, majors, and careers that match their
preferences and personality type;

¢ Understand ways to study and learn more effectively;

e Manage stress caused by studies or relationships.

J. Roemer

‘I # College Admissions and Career Counseling

in Great Falls, VA
mbn RoemerConsulting@gmail.com
CERTIFIED

571-455-5191

Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, Myers-Briggs, MBTI and the MBTI logo are registered
trademarks of the Myers & Briggs Foundation, in the United States and other countries.
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but it’s true. You only live once
so why worry about the stupid
things when you can be happy.

Being positive is so much more
refreshing and fun. Always try to
stay positive, and not let the nega-
tive get to you. There are times
when you can be sad, but never
let it consume you.

If you don’t have positive people
around you it’s hard to stay posi-
tive, sometimes you’re going to
have to make a choice, to be happy
and positive, or people that keep
bringing you don’t? Even if it
means you’ll be alone for a little
bit, it doesn’t mean you’ll be a lone
forever.

Positivity is a big part of life
choices.

Mom’s Jokes

By LorIN COSTLEY
7TH GRADE, COOPER MIDDLE

I will never know anyone like
my mom. She is always there for
me and understands me more than
anyone. She is a really good bas-
ketball player and is always hav-
ing fun. But one of my favorite
things about our relationship is we
feel very comfortable around each

other, the thing that I favor most
about her are her April Fools jokes.
This is just one of the jokes she has
done on April Fools over the years.

I'was 8 and in third grade, it was
April Fools but I had forgotten.
When I woke up for school my
mom told me that today at school
it was Sherlock Holmes day and
that we were supposed to wear a
mustache, and that she had got-
ten an e-mail from my teacher
about it. It took a little while to
convince me but eventually I
bought it.

After I was all dressed my mom
drew a mustache on me with a
black marker. I went to school and
everybody asked me why I was
wearing a mustache, I said “Well
it’'s Sherlock Holmes day, didn’t
you get the e-mail?”

It just so happens that that
morning I was supposed to be on
the morning news for the school
to wish my teacher a happy birth-
day, and at the end of each pro-
gram you each say your name.

After that I went into my class-
room to empty out my back pack,
and in it I found a note that said
April Fools! Right then I said
“Mom!” and apparently my
teacher got an e-mail from my
mom about it and so she told me
that. Afterwards I went to class

The Yienna Business Association and the Town of Vienna

present

NEW YEAR'S EVE
CELEBRATION

December 31st 7PM - 12AM
Historic Church.Ntreet

Free Admission

Food Trucks Alcohal-Free
¥ *
* - ﬁ *

Groovy Nale Camille Thomton Jessica Yellowitz ThS Band
The Great Tucchini [Ethan Schaater Justin Trawlck Siaatint #he Dedl
After Hours Party Band o Soot Butier Silver City U"" ;ﬂd'; ::
185 Baid Scolt Butlor S R
Suburban Hearts Podly Baker
Jessica Yellowitz
Thante you, Sponsors!
Navy Federal Credit Union Madison High School Boosters
Vienna Idol A 4 . Sanctuary on'Cht.n'ch
Whole Foods Vienna Paint, Benjamin Moore
. GRILL Caffe Amouri
Artful Gift Shop .
. 7 e Special Thanks to
Weichert Realtors-Mary Foerster “_{1‘, RrAL c’n-m
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and used the water from my wa-
ter bottle to get it off.

Later in the hallway a fifth
grader passed me and said, “Hey
your Lorin, the girl that had the
mustache on right?” but I said
“Nope I'm Sarah that was my twin
sister.” And he bought it and kept
walking. For the rest of the school
day people kept saying “Your mom
is awesome” and “I wish my mom
would do something like that”.

When I got home from school I
gave my mom a big hug and told
her that I loved her and her jokes.
My mom is my best friend and I
love everything about her but my
favorite thing about her are her
practical jokes.

My Plan to Help
the World
By ABBY

7/TH GRADE, COOPER MIDDLE

When I grow up I want to
change the world and make a dif-
ference in people’s lives. Many
people find it odd but I love the
feeling I get when I help someone,
it’s always so rewarding! It all
started on my sixth birthday when
my mom and [ were planning my

» aEp

By Nathan Alexander Pearce, 4, McLean,

Chesterbrook Preschool.

party.

My mom asked me “What do
you want for your birthday?” and
I said canned food. She looked at
me in a weird way like I was crazy,
but then I said not for me, for a
local homeless shelter. My mom
smiled. On my birthday I was so
happy, I had collected so much
food! That was a feeling I will
never forget.

It is now a tradition to collect
canned food on my birthday, but I

didn’t just wanted to stop there. I
soon started raising money for
charities; I raised over $3,000 for
Jill’s House, $1,000 for JDRE Dia-
betes research foundation, over
$6,500 for the Langley Basketball
Coach’s baby girl who was diag-
nosed with cancer, and a couple
thousand dollars for my friend
Tiana who was diagnosed with
Bone cancer.
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Visit These Houses of Worship

Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

& 4%,

Anglican

Restoration Anglican Church...703-527-2720
Assemblies of God
Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667
Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636
Baptist
Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079
Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080
Memorial Baptist Church...703-538-7000
Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411
Westover Baptist Church...703-237-8292
Baptist — Free Will
Bloss Memorial Free Will
Baptist Church...703-527-7040
Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100
Buddhist
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center...202-331-2122
Catholic
St. Luke Catholic Church...703-356-1255
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166
Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek
Catholic Church...703-734-9566
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
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Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic...703-979-5580
/070“07070--0‘0—0, o-

o

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street

Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:

L www.rc.net/arlington/stann
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All Are
Arlington Virginia 22205 - Welcome!
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St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276
St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500
Vatican II Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907
Church of Christ

Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535
Church of God — Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726
Christian Science
McLean - First Church of Christ,
Scientist...703-356-1391
First Church of Christ,

Scientist, Arlington...703-534-0020
Episcopal
St. Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600
St. George Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286
St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834

Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991
Lutheran (Missouri Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846
Nazarene
Arlington First Church of the Nazarene
...703-525-2516
Non-Denominational
New Life Christian Church -
McLean Campus...571-294-8306
Metaphysical
Arlington Metaphysical Chapel...703-276-8738
Orthodox

St. Luke Serbian Orthodox Church...703-893-1759

Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...703-920-5660
Church of the Covenant...703-524-4115

Clarendon Presbyterian Church...703-527-9513

St Johns Episcopal Church-McLean...703-356-4902 Immanuel Presbyterian Church...703-356-3042

St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800
St Michael S Episcopal Church...703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625
St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330
Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077
Lutheran (ELCA)

Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283
German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952
Lutheran Church of The Redeemer...703-356-3346

o—@—0-0-0-0-0

Saint Ann Catholic Church

DAILY EUCHARIST:

Weekdays

Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

0-0-0—0—0-9_0-0

Little Falls Presbyterian Church...703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian...703-549-4766
Presbyterian Church in America
Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420
Synagogues — Conservative
Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466
Synagogues — Orthodox

Fort Myer Minyan...571-236-1189
Chabad Lubavitch of
Alexandria-Arlington...703-370-2774
Synagogues — Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the Northern Virginia
Reconstructionist Community ...
571-271-8387
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Church
of Arlington...703-892-2565
United Methodist
Arlington United Methodist Church
...703-979-7527
Trinity United Methodist Church
of McLean...703-356-3312

Charles Wesley United Methdist...703-356-6336

Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185
Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist...703-356-7100
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574
Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934
Walker Chapel United Methodist
...703-538-5200
United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ...703-528-0937
Rock Spring Congregational
United Church of Christ...703-538-4886
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In July, 2013 I went on a mis-
sion trip to the Dominican Repub-
lic. It was sad to see the way they
had to live; I went to many places
there and I decided to help them
to. I am now raising money and
collecting clothes and toys for
Pesitos de Jesus, a girls orphanage,
and I am trying to raise $10,000
because that would be enough for
each girl there to get $365 which
would guarantee them food and
water every day for a year.

During the mission trip when we
were about to leave all the girls
stood in front of us and told us to
sit because they want to put on a
show. Once we sat down they
started to sing; then one by one,
still singing, they walked up to us
and kept giving us hugs and hugs
and more hugs, it was amazing.

When they were done and it was
almost time to say goodbye, a little
girl came up to me, her name was
Jessica and she was only 4-years-
old, she gave me the biggest hug
every, kissed me on the cheek, and
said thank you; at that same mo-
ment another girl grabbed my
hand gently and put two bracelets
on it. These girls had close to noth-
ing, yet they still wanted to give.
This was a life-changing experi-
ence and I will never forget any of
them.

To this day I still have those two
bracelets that were given to me
and I will cherish them forever. I
have been through and seen so
much pain people go through ev-
ery day. All these kids and adults
who go through this kind of thing
every day, they are my inspiration,
my reason to help others. Like I
said earlier helping others is re-
warding for many reasons but my
favorite is I get to go to sleep ev-
ery night and say I could of saved
a life today, and to me that’s all
that matters!

The McLean

Children’s Connection

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this publication
and 14 sister publications
available at
WWw.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents

For information on advertising
email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

For information on local content

email
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com
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Developing character,
faith and life-long learners
in the Salesian tradition

Our Lady of
Good Counsel School

Established 1957

8601 Wolftrap Rd. o
I ERY PRE73 We have been providing a

703.938.3600 quality Catholic education
s for over 50 years...

Come to our
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday,
January 26, 2014,
10 a.m.-1 p.m.

N N Y
‘I’.".'{r {b ' h

Full Day Grades K-8

Nationally recognized
for academic excellence

Find out why
OLGC School is
the right choice
for your children.

ST. FRANCIS
CRECHE

AN EPISCOPAL PRESCHOOL

LOCATED AT 5T. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Registration is open for the
2014-2015 school year!

READING READINESS m MUSIC = CHAPEL
> CREATIVE MOVEMENT ® OUTDOOR
~ CLASSROOM = LOVING & NURTURING

9220 Georgetown Pike = Great Falls, VA 22066 = 703.759.2522
www.stfrancisgreatfalls.org

The accolades are piling up for Holy Child s
Girl-Centered  Active Engaging Joyful

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Sl
HOLY CHILD

Educating young women grades & throogh 12
8029 Bradiey Bodevard « Polomac MD 70854 « 3013650955

www.holychild.org

CALLEVA SUMMER 2014

Registration begins
mid-January

CUBS
‘ages4-5
Qutdoor Fun

TRIPS FOR TEENS
ages 13-17
Outdoor Leadership

READY FOR ADVENTURE?

Adventure is not in the quidebooks & beauty is not on the maps.

www.calleva.org
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Freedom of the Press

By IsABELLA HENDRICKS
6TH GRADE, CHURCH]LL ROAD ELEMENTARY

As Thomas Jefferson once said in 1786, “Our lib-
erty depends on the freedom of the press, and that
cannot be limited without being lost.” Two hundred
and twenty seven years later, this still holds true for
Americans. If there were limitations to what we are
able to say in the media, then we wouldn’t be able to
freely express ourselves. The freedom of press bet-
ters the quality of lives for many people because it
allows people to make informed decisions about so-
ciety while expressing beliefs and opinions in vari-
ous ways.

Imagine a world without Internet, newspapers,
magazines and radios. Losing one of the three forms
of media is devastating, but could you imagine liv-
ing without the freedom of all three? If you were a
citizen of North Korea, you wouldn’t be able to en-
joy these simple necessities. Unlike Americans, they
aren’t allowed to have different views or written
opinions on people in powerful positions. They’re
programmed to think and act the same, like robots,
always walking on eggshells and living in their own
personal, silent prison. Can a democracy function
properly with a populous that is not informed of the
issues effecting its government?

Every day, I'm thankful for the ability to look
through magazines and scroll through the Internet
to learn about the opinions of others. Even though I
don’t have a Facebook or Twitter, it is nice to know
that I have the option of posting my opinions in writ-

SUNHen Q@t -gmuat:, .

The 15,000 squarefootfaallty features4inaedibly
themed gaming arenas! Book Your Party or Event Today!

* EXTREMELASERTAG, + INDOOR REBALL

ten form. So today or in the future, I will use this
liberty to better society by expressing my strong be-
liefs and opinions in writing. As a lover of writing, I
know I won’t be prosecuted for speaking my mind,
and this is a liberty Americans often take for granted
but shouldn’t.

Popsicle Making

By MicHELLE Du
ATH GRADE., CHURCHILL ROAD ELEMENTARY
“It’s too hot!” my big sister and I groaned. We just
had come home from the marketplace. “What should
we do? I know! Let’s make popsicles!” We were in
the land of Hawaii and we were really enjoying the
trip. My sister told me her idea. From the freezer, we
took out an ice-cube tray. Then we snatched apple
juice out of the refrigerator. Slowly and carefully, we
took turns pouring juice in each hole. While wiping
up the juice we spilled, we discussed our experiment/
creation. After that, we deliberately took the tray to
the freezer. The juice wavered. Then, finally, we got
it to the freezer. Next, my family went to the beach.
When we got to our hotel room, we looked in the
freezer for a snack. There it sat, the very special and
unique snack. “Apple popsicles!” my sister cried. We
admired the cool, smooth, golden cube. It sparkled
and glistened while we took it out. Getting ready to
taste it, I grinned.

See EssAys, PAGE 20
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By Meaghan Greenway, 4th grade, Haycock Elementary
School, Falls Church.

By Tyler Jensen, 4th grade, Haycock Elementary School,
Falls Church.

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer
owned or known

Donate
Volunteer

\olunteers needed for
adoption events,
fostering,
transportation,
adoption center
caretaking and more.

. f_.__'—* %

3 98617

lostdogandcatrescue.org
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she fills the room with fun
like filling an empty cup with sweet warm
hot chocolate
Music is always invited
because there is no silence,
Never,
only
Music
— ADELAIDE LOVING,
5TH GRADE, SPRING HILL ELEMENTARY

Competition

I am thankful for competition

Without competition the world would be
dull and boring

Competition is what keeps us from giv-
ing in

Sports like swimming would not exist
without competition

Some people confuse competition with
rivalry, but they can be very different

Rivalry is fueled by resentment and jeal-
ousy

Competition comes from hard work and
challenges

I have competition to thank for some of
what I have today

As it is the backbone of competition

Competition fuels the fire that burns in-
side us

Providing us with that extra boost from
inside; driving us to succeed

Achieving the ultimate goal through com-
petition, that is the best feeling in the world
That is what I am thankful for.

— JOHN BRADSHAW,
5TH GRADE, SPRING HILL ELEMENTARY

Loneliness

Loneliness lives in the pit of your stom-
ach,

while you’re hiding in the corner of the
playground

when all your friends are gone

she is always trying to fit in and be nor-
mal

but she is different

she wears a loose black shirt that has lost
it’s shine

and faded jeans that look as gray as a
stormy sky

she is thin and bony

her face is gaunt,

for she has been forgotten

she hides in the corner of her class

and tries to be helpful

but no one will listen to her

no one ever looks her in the eye

even if she tries so hard to get attention

no one notices

Because she is loneliness

that everyone hates

— SARAH MOCKNICK,
5TH GRADE, SPRING HILL ELEMENTARY

"COMMITTED to
EXCELLENCE in EDUCATION
.~ INSPIRING JOY in LEARNING

I'El L:
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OPEN HOUSES & SATURDAY SAMPLERS*
Saturday, Jan. 11, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

*During open houses, families looking at kindergarten and
first grade are invited to participate in our unique Saturday
Sampler: children can attend three mini-classes taught by
Norwood's exceptional faculty while parents observe.

NORWOOD
SCHOOL

Bus transportation available.

ga rai Exceptional Smiles, Exceptional Service

ORTHODONTIC Dr. Garai and staff are pleased to
SPECIALISTS

announce the opening of our second location in Great
Falls. This state of the art Orthodontic Office will provide
you and your family the same level of exceptional care you
have received for the past 17 years at our Vienna location.

We look forward to seeing you this year at either our

Fs ™~ *
/tenna or Ureat Ialls office.
o Al S Gare Vienna or Great Falls office
Specialist in Orthodontics
Diplomate, American Board of
Orthodontics (Board Certified)
Premier Invisalign Provider 2012, 2013
Attending Faculty— Orthodontic
Department Children's/\Washington
Hospital

Vienna
427 Maple Ave, West
Vienna, VA 22180
Great Falls
9912D Georgetown Pike
Great Falls, VA 22066

yan Garal. Orthe,
.h l'.r:-.

Bracesyip.co™

“BEST ORTHODONTIST"
Washingtonian Magazine
Families Magazine
“TOP ORTHODONTISTS”
Northern Virginia Magazine

Please call our office today to schedule your Complimentary Consultation

703.281.4868
BracesVIP@gmail.com
www.BracesVIP.com
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Peace on Earth,
Good Will Toward Men

COME VISIT THE

Christian Science Reading Room
6825 Tennyson Drive
McLean, VA 22101

Mon-Sat 10 am-2 pm - 703-356-1391
All are warmly welcomed

To learn more ahout Christian Science, visit:
CSMclean.org - ChristianScience.com - christianscienceDC.org

FREE" -

Estimate
Is0WaIkw )

0 Drl eays
Oﬂ'ﬁﬁ rRetaining Walls

25% Off

Benches, Fountains, Statues
Bonsai, Cactus & Succulents

9023 Arlington Bivd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.

2 1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Open 7 days a week
[11Imp> Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com

95%-75%OFF |

ees, Shrubs. &: P%enmals

“PotterySale ©
# 175980t ottery
) @rgegtrs

ection
i "in the DC Area
—a \T
.lapanesg: Crave
“Maples = L\\hwm
$30% OFF Pottery :

ey - Over'200 Varieties

“EXQ UI SITE THAI CUISINE”

% 4 %k —Condé Nast Traveler

“50 Best” —Washington Post

“...Would be equally hip in Paris, Bangkok or SoHo.”
—The New York Times March, 1998

www.busara.com

. Photo by Kenneth M. Wyner

JOIN US FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE!

Offering Chef’s Special
as well as our full daily menu
Complimentary champagne

OPEN TILL 11:00 PM.

Open Daily: Mon - Sun

11964 Market Street (Reston Town Center)
Reston * 703-435-4188
8142 Watson St. (Tysons) McLean * 703-356-2288

CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

Essays FROM CHURCHILL ROAD

FroM PACE I8

My First Friend

By REBECCA ZHANG
ATH GRADE, CHURCHILL ROAD ELEMENTARY

I was so nervous; this is the first day of elemen-
tary school for me. I was jumping up and down, and
up and down while holding my mom’s hand. “Re-
member to be brave and make a friend,” my mom
whispered. “What if no one likes me?” I thought
when I stepped in the room.
Everyone seemed to know each other but, I didn’t
know anyone. The teacher greeted me and then my
mom took a picture of both of us. I gave my mom a
big hug and said bye. I found a girl that looked lonely,
like me, she seemed not to know anyone. In the hall-
way, my mom said to be brave and you will make a
friend. I took a deep breath and walked over to her.
We talked to each other and played with some blocks.
Before we knew it, we were BFF’s. All day we played
together, talked and laughed.
Finally, it was the end of the day. My mom’s advice
worked well. Everything turned out better than I
expected.

The Gift
By JASMINE ANDRESOL

3RD GRADE, CHURCHILL ROAD ELEMENTARY

I did not realize it until now, but moving to Vir-
ginia was a gift. I was moving from Florida. I moved
here when I was 4 -years-old. I really did not care
that we were moving, nor did I know why we were,
but I soon fell in love with my new home and kind
of missed Florida at the same time. I knew what
was best. There was better education in Virginia and
really friendly people. Virginia is closer to my fam-
ily because they live in Canada, New Jersey, and New
York. I really did savor the time I was there in
Florida. There was no such thing as snow, but I could
walk to the beach every single day, I had a backyard
all to myself and four or five more family members
(it was about 1 acre square, super cheap stuff in-
cluding houses, I went to Disney World all the time
and no allergy season! There are cons about Florida:
hurricanes, having to take a plane every time I visit
family (I don’t like planes), no exotic plant life (it
was all palm trees), everything is so far away, day
care was too easy (the purpose is to learn and I was
not) and it’s so hot. Virginia is a wonderful place
and here are some pros: no hurricanes, all four sea-
sons, different kinds of plants (it inspired me to be a

botanist), really nice people, different weather and
not too many hurricanes. There are still cons about
Virginia- allergy season, cold weather, expensive
things and traffic, but I think Virginia is better. Even
though there are cons for Virginia, Florida has more
cons. It’s a good thing I moved out to a place with
less cons.

On the Podium

By CAITLIN CUNNINGHAM
6TH GRADE, CHURCHILL ROAD ELEMENTARY

“Good morning, Churchill Road! This is Kate re-
porting to you live from the Bobcat Broadcasting
Center!” I took a deep, excited breath. When Kate
was done speaking, it would be my turn.

It was the first day of the morning announcements
news crew. The week before, my mom asked me if I
wanted to do an activity, such as patrols or news crew.
“I think I would like news best,” I said.

So, earlier this morning, my family got to school
early, while the sun was still rising. I hurried to the
main entrance of the school. Inside, it was empty and
quiet. I hurried upstairs and dropped off my back-
pack in my classroom. After I unstacked my chair, I
rushed downstairs to the library, where the newsroom
was located.

When I got to the library, it was silent. As I went
inside, Ms. Simpson, the librarian, looked up. I held
up my signed permission slip. “News crew?” she
asked. I nodded. She stood up, took my slip, and led
me to the room in the back of the library. It was filled
with computers and cameras, and as I looked around,
other news crew members filed in.

I smiled, remembering how I had been first to vol-
unteer to be an anchor after Ms. Simpson showed
me and the other news crew members around the
news room.

“Thank you!” Kate said suddenly, then passed the
mic to me. My heart sped up as I stepped up to the
podium and began to read from my script.

“Hi, I am Caitlin Cunningham,” I began. I led the
Pledge of Allegiance slowly, and everyone in the room
joined me. The Moment of Silence gave me a minute
to catch my breath. I announced the cheer winners
proudly, knowing the kids on the other end of the TV
were waiting to hear their names. I was not on the
air for very long, but I was smiling the whole time, as
I loved having the school as my audience.

A few minutes later, the production was over, but
just for the day.

I would come to the library again and again to do
the news, but I would never forget my first time stand-
ing on the podium, in front of the camera.

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!!

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Free Estimates

703-969-1179

.. ..'.'..H:m- i

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Bath Packages
Available!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com
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The Daze
of My Life

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Every three weeks | have chemother-
apy. Every three months | have a CT Scan.
And every three months — after that scan,
I have an appointment with my oncologist
to discuss the results. And before any of
the above, the Wednesday before my
Friday infusion, | go for my pre-chemo lab
work to determine if my levels are up to
protocol standards in order to allow me to
even get treatment two days hence on
Friday. Accordingly, I live my life in three-
week/three-month cycles. And after each
infusion/appointment, the cycle begins all
over again. Unlike a credit card expiration
date that renews for three years, my expi-
ration date, such as it is presumed to be,
renews for only three months — or shorter
if my scan results and lab work are dis-
couraging. And | can live with that; | have
been living with that. But short-timing like
this can play mind games, as | alluded to
in last week’s column. Though | usually
know whether I'm coming or going, |
don't always know whether I'm standing
pat or betting on a future.

And since I'm not a betting man — or
much of a gambler, | usually stand pat and
act as if life will go on as it sort of has:
with fits (not literally) and starts, with
some good results — and some not so
good results. On balance though, my
results have been above and beyond the
expectation of my oncologist. And in a
peculiar way, that’s what | sort of live for:
to surprise my doctor. There’s no better
feeling | have than to see my oncologist
smiling back at me, almost inexplicably, as
to why I've been able to live for as long as
| have. Though I've always maintained a
positive outlook and kept my sense of
humor, | can’t really speak to whether
these two traits would have convinced my
oncologist that my initial “13 month to
two-year” prognosis was merely a starting
point, not the end game that he had pre-
dicted. Moreover, given the severity of my
original diagnosis: stage IV, non-small cell
lung cancer; metastasized, inoperable,
terminal; and supported by all the less-
than-encouraging, life-expectancy-chal-
lenged statistics from your favorite cancer
society, | am in fact living proof that what
has gone around is not always what goes
around. Patients are different. Lifestyles
are different. Drug/medication interac-
tions are different. Commitment levels to
alternative methodologies are different. In
general, there are many variables. As bad
as the diagnosis/prognosis was, | never
gave up hope, never gave in to my dis-
ease — emotionally.

Now whether there’s a rhyme or rea-
son to my exceedingly good fortune — or
whether I'm just incredibly lucky, | can’t
say for sure. Certainly | don't have any
definitive keys to the kingdom, so to
speak, that have enabled me to live free
and not die. | just try to take each day as
it comes, and not expect too much and
not overreact to what symptoms/feelings |
may be experiencing. As my father used
to say, every day that he would wake up is
a good day. And since I've been waking
up now going on five years, in spite of my
many three-week/three-month intervals,
I’'m happy to say: keep those intervals
coming; it may very well be what's been
keeping me alive.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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TELEPHONE

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME!

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

T T Weekdays 9-4 T

TELEPHONE

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME!

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

o Weekdays 9-4 T

SOFTWARE TEST ENGINEER

I Scope Technology has multiple Software
Test Engineer positions for Vienna, VA
and unanticipated locations throughout
the U.S. to review business and technical
requirements and validate analyze user re-
quirements and procedures to automate
or improve existing systems. Test applica-
tions on different business functionalities.
Send resumes to HR at 2106-G Gallows
Road, Vienna, VA 22182.

Network Security Engineer
(CCIE with Bachelor’s with 4 yrs exp or
Associates with 6 yrs exp; Major: CS, IT,
Comp. Engg. Math or equiv.; Other
suitable qualifications acceptable) —
McLean, VA. Job entails working with and
requires experience including: CISCO
Security products), RS, IPS, 10S, VPNs,
Window, configuration, troubleshooting of
VPN’s — DMVPN and GRE. Must have
“CCIE Certification”. Send resumes to
Advanced Computer Concepts, Inc., Attn:
HR, 7927 Jones Branch Drive, Suite 600
North, McLean, VA 22102.

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

THE

Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1,5,6.veeivieinnn Mon @ noon
Z0nes 2,3, 4 oo, Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified @connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Z0NES 5,0 e Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1,3 e, Tues @ 4:00
Zone?2...... ..Wed @ 11:00
ZONE 4 oo Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified @connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES

Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

Lorton Connection
The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Centre View North
Centre View South
The Potomac Almanac
The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Zone 2:

Zone 3:
Zone 4:

Zone 5:
Zone 6:

Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers!

Try  better
way o fill
your
employment
openings

0 Pty Gringidd
o

» Target your best job
candidates where
they live,

+ Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

 Proven readership.
» Proven results,

CawecTioN

o your community

703-917-6464

classified @connection
NewSspapers.com

(Great Papers * Great Readers
Great Results!

Coecrion CLASSIFIED

Classified or Home « Lawn * Garden:

703-917-6400
Employment: 703-917-6464

E-mail: classified(@connectionnewspapers.com

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements

101 Computers 101 Computers

ABC LICENSE
Founding Farmers NoVa, LLC
trading as Founding Farmers,
1800 Tysons Blvd, Ste 70,
Mclean, VA 22102. The above
establishment is applying to
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine
and Beer on Premises, Mixed
Beverages Restaurant license
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Daniel Simons,
member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-

ance of this license must be
submitted to ABC no later than
30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required
legal notices. Objections
should be registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

ABC LICENSE

Luong Family, Inc trading as

Shell, 5630 Lee Hwy, Arling-
ton, VA 22207. The above

establishment is applying to
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine
and Beer off premises license

to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.

NOTE: Objections to the issu-

ance of this license must be
submitted to ABC no later than

30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required

legal notices. Objections
should be registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

H D1 CoMPUTER SOLUTIONS

JENNIFER SMITH +

> Speed up Slow Computers

> Troubleshooting

> Virus Removal 2

> Computer Setup g
(571) 265-2038

jennifer @ HDIComputerSolutions.com

Serving the Area Since 1995

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

EVEN
SUPERMAN

HAD FOSTER
PARENTS

Kids and teens in our
community need super
parents like you.

855-367-8637 or umfs.org

21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

N\

” Donate A Boat

or Car Today!
BDG\JL

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1-800-CAR- ANGEl

www.boatangel.com

sporsored by boat angel outreach ceetere

STOP CRIMES ABAINST CHILIREN

Conecrion CLASSIFIED

Classified or Home * Lawn * Garden:

703-917-6400

Employment: 703-917-6464

E-mail: classified @connectionnewspapers.com

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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703-917-6400

ZONE G AD DEADLINE:
Monpay Noon

GARDEN

CONTRACTORS

CLEANING CLEANING

HAULING LANDSCAPING

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm /Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL ;

K& D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL /| RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting

Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabeling Office  703-335-0654

Service Upgrades Mabile 703-499-0522

Hot Tubs, etc...

~GUTTER CLEANING

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned |
Small Repairs * Gutter Guards /

. lic/ins 103-802-0483 free est.
g email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

& Friendly Service with a Friendly Pric

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting Py
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded © Free Estimates  Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com
www.rncontractors.com

The HANDYMAN

A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL, *L\%
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.
<L
—_—
—

We Accept VISA/MC
703-441-8811

Licensed
Insured

A&S Landscaping

¢ All Concrete work

* ¢ Retaining Walls * Patios
s ¢ Decks ¢ Porches (incl.

¢ screened) * Erosion &

¢ Grading Solutions

* ¢ French Drains ¢ Sump Pumps

* Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting * Mulching * Sodding
Patios * Decks * Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt * Retaining Walls
Erosion Control * Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL'S TREE REMOVAL
Brush & Yard Debris
Trimming & Topping
Gutters & Hauling

anascaping

Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris
Low Rates NOVA

703-360-4364
703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

Junk Trash Removal, 4
Yard/Construction

Debris, Garage/Base-

€ ment Clean Out,

[ o Furniture & Appl.

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

0
86

51¢

IMPROVEMENTS

Picture Pegfect Home Improvements

240-603-6182

(703) 590-3187 www.pphionline.com
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens © Basements

« FREE Eimates Exterior ® Interior Repair,

o FAST © Refiable Service ., .

o EASY To sdicdulc Painting, Carpentry, Wood Rot,
* NO $$$ DOWN!

Drywu(f, All Ffooring, Decks
“If it can be done, we can do it &

Vicensed — Bonded —  Tnsured A

Handyman Services
Awailable

—

+BASEMENTS +BATHS +KITCHENS

Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
+Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Remodeling Interior,
Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Painting, Decks,
Fences, Additions.

703-863-1086

R&N Carpentry

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured
. ’ Fall Clean Up...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
: shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
M removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,
4 retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.
20 yrs. of experience - Free estimates

===-«v 703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service
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By Juliana Sanchez Halpern, kindergarten, Kent Gardens Elementary.

Memories

By NADIA EUGENE JO,
12. MCLEAN

Dented door

Backpack straps hanging out

Faded numbers

I have lots of memories.

Kids overfeed me

making me throw up when they open
me again

A+ papers as well as ones with an F

Scattered bobby pins and hair ties

Sneakers and sweatpants

I am always full.

Kids’ funny graffiti

Many pictures of celebrities
Cards from friends

I have lots of happiness.
But whether good or bad

I have lots of memories.
And I am not jealous of
shining new lockers

that know nothing.

The Search

By KATHERINE ROHLOFF,
1™ GRADE, LANGLEY HIGH
SCHOOL

In again, out again, in again,
out again

Like a broken record, my life
has skipped and repeated,
skipped and repeated

One project after the other is
delved into with the enthusi-
asm of an enlightened artist

And the resolute vows for
completion are etched into
stone

Yet somehow, for whatever
reason, each project becomes
short lived

The sudden burst of inspira-
tion and good intentions is
completely evaporated

Leaving nothing but the
lonely outline of a masterpiece
in its place

And then it’s on to the next
subject of interest

Over and over, in again and
out again

Constantly searching and
searching for the perfect
amalgamation of passion and
persistence.

Magical Birth by Victoria Cho,
8™ grade, Great Falls.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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TEAM

FINANCING YOUR DREAMS

GEORGE MASON
The Simmons Team and George Mason MORTGAGE 1L

Mortgage, LLC have joined together to A'Subsidiisey of Garditul Bank
form a powerful partnership offering the ' |
best mortgages in the industry.

Downtown DC

“Reputation . . . . We Live By Ours”

1120 Connecticut Avenue
_ . Suite 302
We want to bE‘ fhl’:" MD-"IgHgE‘ P!'IH””EI'S you reter vour fﬂmﬂ;}f 1..13;_15'.'5”3%“}“ DC 22036
and friends to. Our goal is to take such great care of your
tinancing needs that we earn not only your loyal business, Great Falls

but also your referrals. 774-A Walker Road
Great Falls, VA 22066

Our success has been built by referrals, one satisfied client at a time.

Senior Loan Officer
khickey@gmmllc.com

703.300.1590
NMLS 659429

Lindsay Simmons

Senior Loan Officer
Isimmons@gmmlic.com

703.969.0793

NMLS 510004 Credit and collateral are

subject to approval, Terms
and conditions apply. This is
nol a commitment to lend.

www.SimmonsTeam.com e i

change without notice.

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM McLEAN CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S CONNECTION <« 2013 - 2014 <

23



3 HAPPY HOLIDAYS
a%= AND WARM WISHES!

JD CALLANDER [ |

#1 Agent, Companywide
# 1 Listing Agent  #1 Selling Agent
#1 Total Volume  #1 Total Transactions
Weichert, Realtors (Dolley Madison Office)
Your Real Estate & Neighborhood Specialist!
CALL TODAY!

JD is taking listings for the spring market!

JD CALLANDER

TOP 1% OF REALTORS NATIONWIDE
WALL STREET JOURNAL - TOP 100 AGENTS

(703)606-7901
Realtors

— "~ ]JD@newNOVAhome.com
www.newNOVAhome.com

OVER 93 H OMF S SOLD IN 2013!
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