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Children’s Gazette 2013

Welcome
Dear Readers:

This week, the Mount Vernon Gazette turns over its pages to the
youth and students.

We asked principals and teachers from area schools to encourage
students to contribute their words, pictures and photos for our annual
Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous. While we were unable to
publish every piece we received, we did our best to put together a
paper with a fair sampling of the submitted stories, poems, drawings,
paintings, photographs and other works of art. Because of the response,
we will continue to publish more artwork and writings throughout
January.

We appreciate the extra effort made by school staff to gather the
materials during their busy time leading up to the holidays. We’d also
like to encourage both schools and parents to mark their 2014 calen-
dars for early December, the deadline for submissions for next year’s
Children’s Gazette. Please keep us in mind as your children continue
to create spectacular works of art and inspiring pieces of writing in the
coming year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our year-round commitment to
cover education and our local schools. As always, the Gazette wel-
comes letters to the editor, story ideas, calendar listings and notices of
local events from our readers. Photos and other submissions about spe-
cial events at schools are especially welcome for our weekly schools
pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-mail, which should be sent to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com, but you can reach us by mail at
1606 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-778-9415 with
any questions.

— Editor Steven Mauren

Dimitri Lemus, West Potomac High School — Charcoal
Drawing, “In One Ear Out The Mind”

Tree Tray, ceramics project, by Joyce, Bryant Alternative High School.

Elizabeth, Grade 6, Mount Vernon Woods Elementary — Landscape Painting
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Mount Vernon Woods Elementary

Gaby, Grade 2 — Community Collage Nathaniel, Grade 6 — Landscape Painting
Neilsia Marquez, Grade 3

Marquis, Grade 3 — Self
Portrait

Matthew, Grade 1 —
Animal Collage

Nathan, Grade 2 — Self
Portrait

Michael, Grade 1 — Family
PortraitKayla Nelson, Grade 3

Volunteering
Responses to a class-wide prompt

Simone Gardner’s first grade students re-
ceived after the students helped to make
more than 350 sandwiches that were dis-
tributed to various shelters within the
school’s community.

Volunteering is helping because if you
don’t help nobody will like you.

— Isreal Abbam

Volunteerism is important because
you help homeless people.

— Samuel Egan

Volunteering is important because
other people have no food and they are
dying. They need food to live and things
to drink.

— Lynette Ajei

It is important to volunteer because
you can help your family.

— Kelvin Monge

Nasrullah, Grade 1 — Family Portrait

It is important to volunteer because
you can help people. It is nice to help
people.

— Stephanie Delgado

Volunteering is important because
some people are hungry so that is why
volunteering is important.

— Diana Ventura

I like to volunteer because we help
people so we can make them happy.

— Adriana Cortez-Diaz

Volunteering is hard because when
you volunteer you have to make a
change.

— Ezel Steppe

Volunteering is making food for
people. Volunteering is helping people
to live.

— Chris Tetteh

It is important to volunteer because
you can help people.

— Andrea Pouncy

People that don’t have homes be so
hungry because they don’t have food so
people have to feed them.

— Crystian Avila

Volunteering is important because
you have to help people because they
need help.

— Sean Sorto

I like when I give food to people be-
cause I feel happy.

— Allyson Martel

I like to volunteer because then
people believe in you.

— Justin Jiminez

You have to volunteer because some
people don’t have money.

— Haris Muhammad
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 www.RexReiley.com
1300 Lafayette Dr. #200
Alexandria, VA  22308

(next to the Hollin Hall shopping center)

703-768-7730

Integrity, Experience, Results…
Rex is one of Re/Max’s top producers in

Virginia and the Central Atlantic
 Region, and he can use his vast

experience and extensive networking
in the Mt.Vernon/Alexandria

area to help you buy or sell a home.
Rex and his team are available to assist you

in your home purchase and sale.
Rex’s business is built on referrals,
and repeatedly his clients pay their

highest compliment by sending friends
and family to him when they are

in the market to buy or sell a home.

Mt. Vernon is Rex’s hometown. He moved
here in l960 when his father, an Air Force

pilot, was stationed at the Pentagon.
Rex also became a pilot, graduating from the

Air Force Academy and flying for 20 years
with the Air Force and Eastern Airlines..
Rex returned to his roots in Mt. Vernon

where he and his wife, Doris, raised
their four children, and where Rex

embarked on a second career
in Real Estate.

Year after
year, Rex

Ranks as a
top local
Realtor.

Rex Reiley
A Leader
in Mount Vernon
Real Estate

RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7730

Belle View Elementary

Angel Castro Villegas,
Grade 4

Gelsy Marenco, Grade 3

Rudy Lopez Perez, Grade 3Ryan Harrell, Grade 3

Mac Mills, Grade 6Melanie Leon, Grade 4

Eliana Zelaya Hernandez,
Grade 4

Hailey Baldwin, Grade 6
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www.gal-friday.com

703-780-3463
• Residential and 

Personal Organizing
• Downsizing, Moving

and Staging
• Event Planning

Maddie Weinhagen, Grade 5 — Self-intro-
duction Matthew Luhman, Grade 5 — Self-intro-

duction

Stephanie Castro, Grade 4 — I Like Marietoni Thomas, Grade 4 — Self-intro-
duction

Hollin Meadows students have been studying Chinese with
teacher Yuwei Chen: “At this time last year they couldn’t under-
stand what I was saying, but now they know Chinese words on
colors, fruits, numbers, family members, days, weeks, school
supplies, etc. They also can express their likes and dislikes. The
attached is writing sample from 4th and 5th graders. Their
handwriting is very nice even though they just started to learn
writing Chinese characters this school year.”

Tiger by  Gunner Dutzman, Grade 3 Blake Berry, 6, Kindergarten

Stratford Landing Elementary

Hollin Meadows
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West Potomac High School

Submissions by Art Instructor Amy Stoll.

 Hiwan Adhanom, Grade 12 — Digital Art, “Looked Over” Juliette Lash, Grade 11 — Digital Art, “En temps gelé”

Corrinne James — Graphite Drawing, “Butterfly Study”

Zia Palmer — Digital Photography, Untitled

Emma Schmidt — Color
Pencil and Graphite Draw-
ing, “Two-Faced”

Annelieske Sanders —
Digital Photography, “Color
Therapy”

Sarah Jessup — Acrylic
Painting, Untitled

Emma Schmidt — Charcoal Drawing,
“Elephants”

Eve Hauptle — Analog Photography,
Untitled

Melanie Bomberg — Digital
Photography, Untitled

Kristi Thomas — Oil Painting, “Study of Oils”
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Bryant Alternative

High School

Clay Globe, ceramics project, by Nibiyu.

Elements of Art Cube, ceramics project, by
Yanyra.

Mosaic Mirror by Natasha.

Car Tea Pot & Radiator Cups with Piston Stir-sticks, ceramics project, by Omar.

Tree Pitcher and Lid, ceramics project, by
Rabidul.

Flower Tea Set, ceramics project, by
Mahamuda.
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Waynewood Elementary

Abby Hays

Bridget Pidegon

Vivian Mergen

Marley McBee Quinn Melley Maya Turner

Avery Olsen Hope Sawyer

Cecelia Mergen

Adam WoodsAnnie Lebow Allie Cooke

Evelyn TomblinEden FloraJoseph Bucca

Lindsey VeatchMaria AlbuquerqueMarin BrittCharlie Palumbo

Rilyn McAllister

Sabrina Sanchez

Ava Hilliard
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Burgundy Farm Country Day School

Landon Carter, Kindergarten Polar
Bears

Virginia Voorhees, Kindergarten
Polar Bears

Alessandra Gonzalez-Acevedo,
Kindergarten Polar Bears — Chalk
drawings of rainbow

Siena Wilson, Grade 3

Kira Russell, Grade 6, used
chalk pastel to draw this
cat eye.

Santay Chrouk, Grade 4 Chloe Sable, Grade 6, used
chalk pastel to draw this
owl

Hans Wirkkala Burkholder,
Grade 6, used chalk pastel
to draw this Batpug.

The Mount Vernon
Children’s

Gazette
is published by
Local Media

Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this
publication and 14 sister

publications
available at

www.connectionnew
papers.com/documents

For information on
advertising email

sales@connection
newspapers.com

For information on local
content email

gazette@connection
newspapers.com

It’s
better
to give
than to
lend,
and it
costs
about
the
same.

—Sir Philip
Gibbs
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The Gazette received a generous num-
ber of submissions for the annual
Children’s edition and will continue to
publish them throughout January.

Must Chop Wood
You know sometimes something gets

on your nerves so much you just want
to scream. Well that happens to me. Not
over something babyish like ‘my shoes
are dirty’ or ‘stop touching me.’ It may
be silly to you, but to me, I just can’t
stand it. You know those wooden, ahhh,
sticks, oooh, you use for ice cream at
school. Well when I even imagine it rub-
bing against my teeth I just want to
scream.

— Yasir Khan, Grade 6

Minecraft
Minecraft, a beautiful game about (as

the name suggests) mining and crafting
items to support your survival in the
wilderness. There are 3 worlds to travel
through (2 of the worlds are filled with
evil): your home world, The Overworld;
the evil opposite, The Nether; and the
dark and gloomy world, home of the
Enderdragon and enderman alike, The
End (yes, that’s what it’s called)!

Now, about the Overworld; it’s your
classic Utopia (with the exception of
skeletons, zombies, enderman, creepers,
silverfish, all trying to kill you), but on
the bright side, there’s sheep to shear,
pigs to eat, Ender Pearls to collect, and
much more!

My most current adventure has been
rather challenging. It all began when I
decided in the tutorial to find a certain
cabin in the woods. But on my way, I
made a mistake I will always regret.

On the stroll, I saw the biggest village
I’ve ever seen located in the middle of
the desert. It was a mistake because I
stayed WAAAYYY too long, so on the
way back, I was ambushed by the one
and only creeper! I was going home to
my grand castle made from silverfish
stone (which seriously makes no sense),
ever since then, I’ve been trying to get
my items back.
— Kwabena McGaney-Osei,

Groveton E.S. Grade 6

Decorating our Tree
at Reagan National

We finally were allowed to get out of
Ms. Mariano’s sea blue car. JL had been
talking about topics that I don’t even
recall to Ms. Mariano. I waved to the
other students as they got out of their
cars as well.

Stepping in to the Reagan National
Airport, I could see large lime tiles on
the walls. I was bursting with excite-
ment. Soon enough, all of us saw three
to four small pine trees. They each had
a large, gold ribbon on the top in re-
placement of a star and a paper star in
the center with a school’s name.

I placed the small cardboard box con-
taining the handmade ornaments and
grabbed colorful, paper garland, wrap-
ping it near the bottom of our tree. The
large box soon was empty and I grabbed
a silver ornament and placed it on the
tree. It took a while to actually finish the
tree to perfection, but it was done beau-
tifully.

Who’s taking the pictures first?! I
thought as the teachers started snapping
photos. “Ho, ho, ho!” a jolly voice ex-
claimed. We all turned to see a man
with a red and white outfit and a long
white beard. That made me think of last
year, when JL told me about PJ and
Santa having a dance-off. I wondered
who won last year.

Chelsea grabbed PJ’s arm. “You
should like do a dance competition with

Groveton Elementary

Santa, like last year!” Chelsea told him.
“Er, I need backup dancers,” PJ

stated. I glanced over at the other
school’s tree and could see the Santa
having pictures taken of him and some
other students.

“PJ challenges you to a dance con-
test!” Chelsea told Santa once he
arrived.

“Were you here last year?” Santa
asked PJ. He remembered?!! I thought,
surprised. After a few minutes of nego-
tiating, the two started doing Gangnam
Style, like last year. Laughs were heard
at every corner and random people
started staring.

“Aw, it’s over,” I said a few minutes
later.

“Last year was longer,” JL said. As we
walked towards a dining spot, we
passed by a Dunkin Donuts stand. “Do-
nuts,” I said to myself, sniffing the smell

of glazed donuts as I kept walking for-
ward. It was a long walk towards the
destination, I thought it would take an
hour to get there. Luckily it only took
half an hour, I think… maybe… maybe
not.

As I munched on my lunch, I thought
about the cookies I found on a similar
table to the one I was at. People started
coming with a tray of different types of
cookies such as oatmeal, sugar, and
chocolate chip. We mainly chose choco-
late chip. Chelsea came with another
batch of chocolate chip cookies.

While I ate my cookies, I stared at the
four cookies on Danny’s paper plate.
After a few minutes of plotting my plan
to steal those cookies, a few different

people came over to give us candy canes
and pins.

Soon, it was time to go. It was danger-
ously quiet on our way back to
Groveton. I walked towards recess and
grinned.

— Kaia Le, Grade 6

Swimming
When I dive into water it feels like a

windy chill going through my body, a
vibration, I start moving my arms, and
my spirit comes out. I get almost to the
top, I feel life coming back to my body,
and reality comes, I belong to the water.

— Jasmine McGee, Grade
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Groveton Elementary
Submitted by Nikki Oditt, art specialist

Madeline Donner, Grade 5

Umar Aziz, Grade 5

Wilman Cochones, Grade 2

Stephanie Mendoza, Grade
5

Adrienne Freeman Lopez,
Grade 4 Benayas Debela, Grade 4

Clara Hernandez, Grade 5

Jose Justiniano Cazzol,
Grade 5

Godwin Mensah, Grade 2

Josue Lorenzo, Grade 4

Kaia Le, Grade 6

Lisa Oiki, Grade 3

Mahkya Hayward, Grade 2

Petra Griner, Grade 3

Daelin Swanson, Grade 2
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Groveton Elementary
Submitted by Nikki Oditt, art specialist

Justin Edwards, Kindergarten Sheyda Hossaini, Kindergarten Elizabeth Serwaa, Kindergarten Samuel Oteng, Grade 6
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
…703-548-3888
ANGLICAN

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR
…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING
ANGLICAN CHURCH

…703-535-6815
APOSTOLIC

LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH
…703-518-4404

BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH...

703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN
BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST
...703-360-4370
BRETHREN

 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH
…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122
ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC
CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…
703-836-3725

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-765-4421

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…
703-836-4100
CHRISTIAN

HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES
...703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA...703-549-3911

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,
SCIENTIST, ALEXANDRIA...

703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494
CHURCH OF CHRIST

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF
CHRIST…703-836-3083

EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-683-0798

ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-360-4220

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-780-3081

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
...703-765-4342

ST. MARK EPISCOPAL
 CHURCH...703-765-3949

LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN…

703-765-8255
 EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN

CHURCH…703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA...

703-765-5003
 NATIVITY LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112
ORTHODOX

SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…
201-312-7678

ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA
...703-417-9665

PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING
HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN
…703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN
…703-765-6118

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF

CHRIST...703-960-8772
UNITED METHODIST

ALDERSGATE UNITED
METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST...

703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-671-8557
MT. VERNON UNITED

METHODIST...703-765-1100
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH...
703-836-7332

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…703-549-5500
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED

METHODIST...703-780-4696
WASHINGTON STREET
UNITED METHODIST…

703-836-4324
UNITARIAN

MOUNT VERNON
UNITARIAN CHURCH...

703-765-5950

Browne Academy

Ryan McGlynn, 14, Grade 8,
Mrs. Lam

Jillian Swain, 11, Grade 6, Mrs. Lam

Jasmine Rice, 9, Grade 4,
Mrs. Lam

Mykaila Walters, 13, Grade
8, Mrs. Lam

Sadie Lagerquist, 5, Kindergarten,
Ms. Bildner

Chessie Pandolfe, 13, Grade 8, Mrs.
Lam

Erika Walton, 13, Grade 8, Mrs.
Lam

Reese Gayle, 14, Grade 8, Mrs. Lam
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Hollin Meadows

Stone Soup
I am making a stone soup in my house. First, I add on it a stone in the pot. I pour

in the water and turn on the heat. Next, I add a carrot in the pot and it bubbled and
bubbled. It smelled good that time. Now I think it needs some onions. Then, I add
three onions and the pot bubbled and bubbled and it smelled good that time. But
now it will taste better with salt and pepper. Then I add some salt and pepper and
the pot bubbled and bubbled. MMM… now it needs some mushrooms. Then, I add
some mushrooms and it bubbled and bubbled. It smelled good. I think it still needs
some broccoli. Last, I add broccoli and the pot started to bubble and bubble and
smelled good that time. It is ready to eat. I yelled, “Boo!” to my family and they woke
up. I said, “It’s time to eat stone soup.” Last, we had a feast.

— Emeli Lopez, 6, Grade 1

By Mimi, Sacramento
Neighborhood Center -
United Community
Ministries

Woodley Hills Elementary

Vera Gyamfi, Grade 3

Ty Renner, Grade 4

Mel
Orellana,
Grade 4,
Ms.
Melton

My Best Friend
First, this is my best friend. We met when I was in Kindergarten on the carpet.

Her name is Lydia. Next, I always play with her because she is my best friend. I
like playing tag with my friend. Now I am happy because this week I am going to
my best friend’s house and I know I will watch a movie. Last, I go home and we
say goodbye. At home I eat dinner. My dinner is pizza with pasta.

— Judeleah Reyes, 6, Grade 1

Mom and Me at
Mikki’s Party

We are at the rock climbing place. I
can’t wait to go climbing on the rock
wall! I want to make it to the top so
badly.

It is my turn. The instructor hooks the
big clip to me then I put my two hands
on the rocks, then my two feet on the
rocks and I climb and climb. My heart is

walking down the white-walled, locker-
lined hallway, you end up by the
Zamboni area. If you look up you can
see the little party room with murals of
ice skating on the walls. Even though it
may not be the nicest rink in the world,
I still like it and I love playing hockey
there.

— Matthew Lettieri, 11,

Grade 6, Mrs. Gerber

Thanksgiving
Here comes the Charlie Brown bal-

loon, floating in the air above the crowd
of New York. The crowd is roaring with
passion, with grandeur, and with emo-
tion.

I wonder what the parade looks like
for the people in skyscrapers looking
down on Charlie Brown? I wonder what
the parade looks like for the people
looking up at Charlie Brown?

Are the people in skyscrapers happy,
are they scared, are they confused, are
they sad?

Next Snoopy, the giant dog, floats by.
He is white with black spots.

My uncle shouts out, “The food is
ready!” I rush over to the table and sit
down carelessly.

My uncle grabs 9 paper plates and
sets them out on the table.

He asks everybody to go wash their
hands before we eat. Before we can eat,
we huddle up like a herd of animals and
say a family prayer.

My dad asks, “MJ, can you tell us

what you are thankful for?” Now, I be-
come nervous. I say, “ I am thankful for
a good family, for food, and for health.”
We all say Amen.

I feel really well to be a part of the
family prayer.

— Marvin Forbes, 8,

Grade 3, Mr. Lowder

Me, Dad, and the
End of The Righty
Tighty Lefty Loosy.

“5..4..3..2..1,” the announcer says in
a deep voice, “lift off!” The rocket shoots
a flame that is red and orange. I named
it the Righty Tighty Lefty Loosy. It looks
like a cruise missile that is not armed.
My heart starts beating. The sun is so
bright that I have to squint to see the
rocket.

Earlier, Dad and I drove for one hour
to reach the Plains of Virginia, where we
would launch our newly made model
rocket called the Righty Tighty Lefty
Loosy.

“C’mon shoot, deploy!” I yell at the
rocket. That’s when it decides to cata-
strophically fail. Suddenly, the nose
cone points straight down. The engine
pops out. The shoot doesn’t deploy. It is
a long, steady, boom! “No!” I scream to
myself.

We sprint over to the rocket. “Oh my
gosh!” I pant, “That run took us twenty

minutes! I am tired out of my mind!”
Then, we see the destruction. My

mouth drops open. The nose cone is
buried six inches deep in the ground.
The side has a huge dent. “This rocket
is definitely not in flying shape,” my dad
says. “Definitely not,” I agree. “This
rocket will never see the sun again,” I
say.

(By the way we took the stickers off
and re-painted it to have a neon green
rocket with a black spiral.)

— Timothy Lis, 9, Grade

3, Mr. Lowder

Deep Creek Lake
My favorite place in the world is Deep

Creek Lake, Md. I feel the cold breeze
against my skin. Sometimes I get goose
bumps. I smell the scent of fresh lake
water. It is clean. I hear motorboats and
people swimming. The motorboats are
loud. I see forests on the banks of the
lake. I taste the mist from splashing
water. Sometimes my father and I go
fishing in the lake. We go fishing early
in the morning before the sun is done
rising. After we catch enough fish, we go
home and clean the fish. The cold wet
scales fly all about and get on every-
thing. When they are clean, we heat up
a frying pan and fry the fish. The fresh,
warm, flaky fish fillets taste delicious. I
love my lake house.
— Anthony Dmytrijuk, 12,

Grade 6, Mrs. Gerber

Browne Academy

pounding. I can hear people cheering
me on.

“Go Victoria go! You can do it!” they
scream.

I knew I can. I keep on climbing and
climbing to the top and ring the bell. I
am so proud that I made it to the top.

“Hold on to the rope as you come
down, and use your feet to push off the
wall,” says the Instructor.

I hold onto the rope tightly as he low-
ers me down. I use my feet to push of off
the wall as I come down. I am a little
scared.

I touched the ground. I run over and
give my mom a hug, and say, “Thank
you for bringing me to the party.”

— Victoria Ebron, 9,

Grade 3, Ms. Lee

Fort DuPont
In D.C there is this little ice rink called

the Fort DuPont Ice. I usually go there
on Saturday and Sunday to practice or
play hockey. As soon as you walk up the
long flight of steep stairs and open up
the metal doors, you get a cold gust of
icy air that stands up every hair on your
body. Then you hear the coaches yell-
ing, the refs blowing their whistles, and
parents cheering for their kids. If you
keep walking, you see all the moms sit-
ting in the heated lobby in their winter
coats and mittens. Further on you see
and smell the tiny locker rooms filled
with large hockey bags and hockey
sticks and jackets. Then if you continue
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Clean Up...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison

EmploymentEmployment
BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers

Great Results!

 Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

MullinsMemorial.com, Cape Coral Breeze

Robert “Bobby” Deane Via, 58, a Cape Coral, FL 
resident since 1986, formerly of Alexandria, VA, passed 
away Wednesday, December 11, 2013 in Ft. Myers.  He 
was born June 21, 1955 in Alexandria.

Bobby was a faithful and loving son, a wonderful father and 
husband and a friend to all who knew him.  He loved golf, 
family and his faithful dog Dingo.  Better known as the unof-
ficial “Mayor of Cape Coral”, Bobby was blessed with count-
less friends.  All you had to do was meet him and you had 
made a friend for life.  Bobby was an unabashed ladies man 
as well as a man’s man. He had a smile and a laugh that 
would light up any room.  He was a tremendous cook, me-
chanic and master conversationalist with a great sense of 
humor.  Bobby loved life like there was no tomorrow.  He will 
be missed.  So where ever you are, please raise a glass to 
Cape Coral’s prodigal son for one last toast.  Cheers Bobby!

He is survived by his beloved wife of 31 years, Christina C. 
Via of Cape Coral; one loving son, James “Deane” Via also 
of Cape Coral; his mother, Joyce T. Bernstine of Lakewood, 
OH; his father, Robert E. Via and wife Marilyn of Colonial 
Beach, VA; a sister, Torey Via Worron and husband Jeff al-
so of Lakewood, OH; a niece, Tully Lee Worron of Lake-
wood; a sister-in-law, Tresa A. Caplanis of Woodbridge, VA; 
a brother-in-law, Mike W. Caplanis of Stephen City, VA; as 
well as Dingo!

Bobby was preceded in death by his step-father, Dr. Richard 
L. Bernstine.

A Celebration of Larger Than Life, Life will be held 2:30PM 
Saturday, December 21, 2013 at the Chapel By The Sea, 
11580 Chapin Lane, Captiva , FL 33924 with Pastor George 
Morris officiating.  A casual dress reception will immediately 
follow at the Captiva Island Yacht Club, 15903 Captiva Dr., 
Captiva, FL 33924.

If you will be attending the services, it is requested that you 
bring any photos of Bobby that you may have to be placed 
on a memory board as a gift to the family.

Memorial contributions in memory of Robert “Bobby” Via are 
suggested to the National Foundation for Transplants, 
5350 Poplar Ave., Suite 430, Memphis, TN 38119 or the 
American Liver Foundation, 39 Broadway, Suite 2700 
New York, New York 10006.

Friends are invited to send condolences via the on-line 
guest book which can be found at 
www.MullinsMemorial.com. 

Mullins Memorial Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cape 
Coral, is entrusted with final care.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the City of Alexandria has request-
ed authorization from the Marine Resources Commission to re-
pair four existing weirs and an existing weir structure in Camer-
on Run Adjacent to 3600 -4000 Eisenhower Avenue in the City 

of Alexandria. 
Send comments/inquiries within 15 days to: Marine Resources 
Commission, Habitat Management Division, 2600 Washington 

Ave, 3rd floor, Newport News, Virginia 23607

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Los Cuates, VA Inc trading as 
Los Cuates Restaurant, 1116 
King St, Alexandria, VA 
22314. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) for a Wine and 
Beer, Mixed Beverage Restau-
rant on Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Sergio Kehl, Direc-
tor and President.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
legal  notices. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 

800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

2013 Burley Bicycle Trailer 
for Two Toddlers. Brand new 
never been used! Has a clear 
weather cover with 4-point 
seat belts. $ 400 new, willing 
to  sell for $250! Call Chris 
(703) 618-6944 Anytime.

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of
section 4-1-16 of the code of

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department

located at 3600 Wheeler
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

is now in possession of
unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,

lawn equipment, money,
scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to

the property should file a claim
to the property with

reasonable proof of ownership
or the items will be sold,
destroyed, converted or

donated. For a complete
listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police

Property Section at
(703) 746-6709.

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero

Art at the Center

Katie Cunningham, 10 — mixed
media

Bernice Bendsen — The Garden
“The Garden is a moving growing piece of art.

Feel free to move, remove or add to it.  It is what
it is and nothing more.” B.B.

Zoe Brokamp, 9 — Zoo Ruth Keller, 4 — House

Maggie Campione, 6 — flowers Edward Stone, 5 — Colonial Flag

Aquinas Montessori

Nate Sinn, 7, Ms. Walker’s Lower
Elementary Class

Sasha Angielski, 7, Mrs.
Messinger’s Lower Elementary
Class

“I am thankful for my family and friends, for my
books, and for animals, and Christmas too. I am
also thankful for plants that give us fresh air, and
a house to live in. That is what I am thankful for.”

Alyssa Nolan, 10, Upper Elemen-
tary Class

Vivien Dobrescu, 7, Ms. Walker’s
Lower Elementary Class

Submissions by Kathryn Coneway, Lori Kelly,
Hannah Phillips and Jackie Finch.

Sophie Geller, 7, Ms. Walker’s
Lower Elementary Class
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You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.
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2013 FCFT
President’s Award

for Outstanding Advocacy
for the Employees of FCPS

The Fairfax County Federation of Teachers would like to thank all of
the 2013 award winners listed above for their consistent advocacy,
proactive communications, and support of our workforce over the
past year. We publicly acknowledge their efforts to make a difference
in the lives of FCPS employees. Thank you for caring about us; it
matters and is appreciated.

Megan McLaughlin (Braddock District)
Elizabeth Schultz (Springfield District)

Pat Hynes (Hunter Mill District)
Patty Reed (Providence District)
Sandy Evans (Mason District)

Dan Storck (Mount Vernon District)
Tammy Derenak Kaufax (Lee District)

Ryan McElveen (At-Large)
Janie Strauss (Dranesville District)

Pat Herrity (Supervisor: Springfield District)
Kaye Kory (Delegate: 38th District)

Other Award Winners:
Phyllis Pajardo (FCPS)
Louise Epstein (FEC)

Michael Hairston (FEA)
Erica Hendry (media)


