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By Jeanne Theismann
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C
hristmas came a few days early for
more than 100 children from local
Head Start programs as they picked
out toys during the annual

Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue toy drive
Dec. 17 at Penn Daw Station 11.

“Thank you for what you are doing here,” said
Alexandria police office Bennie Evans, who at-
tended the event with his wife Deana. “Keep do-

ing what you are doing for these kids because it
matters.”

Evans is the father of Cameron Evans, a T.C.
Williams student who committed suicide last
month. Donations raised for the family were used
to help the firefighters buy toys for Alexandria
children in need.

“It’s not easy to be here today,” said Deana
Evans, who stressed the importance of being
aware of mental health issues. “But Cameron
touched so many lives in this community during

More than 3,500 toys were collected for needy children in Northern Virginia.

Union Street Public
House Restaurant
bartender Bruce
Witucki gives a
final check to
bicycles prior to
distribution to
local children Dec.
17.

Michelle Burns, wife
of Redskins special

teams coach and
Alexandria native

Keith Burns, helps
pack toys to distribute

to schools and
nonprofits throughout

Northern Virginia.

To the Rescue
Firefighters and Friends collect more
than 3,500 toys for area children.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
n looking ahead for what Al-
exandria will be facing in
2014, a number of issues have

carried forward from last year:
❖ New Superintendent: Now

that taxpayers have handed over
$300,000 to let former school Su-
perintendent Morton Sherman out
of his contract early, School
Board members are look-
ing for another chief ad-
ministrator to run the city’s
19 schools. City residents
can participate in a survey until
Jan. 19, and School Board mem-
bers are expected to make a selec-
tion in the early months of the
year.

❖ Jefferson-Houston School: Af-
ter years of failing test scores, state
leaders are poised to take control
of Jefferson-Houston School,
which offers Kindergarten through
8th grade under the newly created
Opportunity Educational Institu-
tion. The takeover will coincide
with the opening of a $45 million
new facility currently under con-
struction. City leaders say they will

fight the takeover, although
they declined to participate
in a lawsuit challenging the
law.

❖ Potomac Yard Metro:
The coming year will see the
completion of a long-awaited en-
vironmental impact statement for

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
he future is uncertain for
the Potomac Yard Metro
station, a long-planned

stop on the blue and yellow lines
between the Braddock Road sta-
tion and the Ronald Reagan Wash-
ington National Airport station.

City leaders are now faced with
three challenges that could jeop-
ardize construction of the station.
One is concerns raised by the Na-

tional Park Service, which says too
much of the station would be vis-
ible from the George Washington
Memorial Parkway. Another prob-
lem is the potential need to ac-
quire property from CSX, which
would increase the cost of the sta-
tion by the tens of millions of dol-
lars. Then there is the amount of
debt Alexandria would take on to
build the station, which would vio-
late the city’s debt ceiling.

“No one is talking about pulling

Anticipation
Superintendent search, school take-
over and threat of eminent domain.

The Year

Ahead

More Challenges
For Metro Station
Series of setbacks have delayed
Environmental Impact Study
of Potomac Yard station.

Wellbeing
Page 16

WellbeingWellbeing
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Year in Photos

The Way We Were A look back at some of the people and
events that shaped Alexandria in 2013.

F
rom the opening of an
adults-only sushi bar
that created a national
stir to the visit of a Medal

of Honor recipient, it was an
eventful year for Alexandria. As
2013 comes to a close, here’s a
look back at some of the people
and events that made the year one
to remember.

— Jeanne Theismann

After a two-year hiatus,
fireworks returned to usher
in the New Year as part of
First Night Alexandria.

In February, the USO of Metropolitan Washington opened
its doors on the world’s largest Warrior and Family Cen-
ter at Fort Belvoir.

Mardi Growl revelers
raised funds in March for
the Animal Welfare League
of Alexandria.

Finleigh Seifert celebrated
her first St. Patrick’s Day

Peter
Knetemann,

right, took
over as presi-

dent of the
Alexandria

Rotary Club.

June kicked off Opening Day for the Miracle League of
Alexandria.

April saw the opening of Mike
Anderson and Bill Blackburn’s
adults-only sushi bar.

Just four
months after
being shot in
the head during
a routine traffic
stop, Alexan-
dria police
officer Peter
Laboy attended
the Valor
Awards with his
wife Suzanne.

Alexandria Cupcake owner
Adnan Hamidi served up
his specialty at the Alexan-
dria Food Festival in June.

Maestro Kim Allen Kluge
led the Alexandria Sym-
phony Orchestra in cel-
ebrating the city’s 237th
birthday in July.

Former Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi, sec-
ond from left, attended a
performance of “Daughter
of the Struggle” at
MetroStage in August.

Commander Jim Glassman
welcomed Medal of Honor
recipient Army Staff Sgt. Ty
Carter to American Legion
Post 24 in Old Town.

Longtime restaurateur
Bryan Watson turned over
the reins of Bugsy’s restau-
rant in October.

T.C. Williams graduate and
ESPN commentator LaChina
Robinson made a return
visit to her hometown
during the Thanksgiving
holiday.

Todd Robins, left, and Andrew Harter
enjoyed a “shutdown sandwich” at Pork
Barrel BBQ Oct. 4 during the govern-
ment shutdown.

Members of the Rotary Club of Alexandria
posed for a photo with the late Vola
Lawson, a breast cancer survivor and
founder of the Walk to Fight Breast Cancer.
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News

By Ashley Claire Simpson

Gazette Packet

F
or more than a decade, Alexandria
resident and Realtor Linda Wolf
has been collecting toys for hospi-
talized children in the Washington

D.C.- metropolitan area. An independent
volunteer and toy collection organizer at
National Children’s Medical Center for 11
years, she moved her efforts over to Walter
Reed National Military Medical Center
(WRNMMC) with a program she started,
“Task Force Smile,” under the non-profit
America’s Adopt a Soldier. “Task Force
Smile” will start at Walter Reed, but the plan
is for it to ultimately reach all military hos-
pitals treating critically ill military children.

“The long term goal is to raise $1.6 mil-
lion, which will fund toys, toy bins, stor-
age, and transportation of the toys to all
military hospitals nationwide caring for our
critically ill military children,” said Mary
Keeser, president of America’s Adopt a Sol-
dier. “We realize this level of fundraising
will take some time so we will be focusing
our near term efforts on our local military
hospitals, with WRNMMC as our initial
project.”

Keeser said AAAS named Wolf as direc-
tor of Task Force Smile, and in 2014, the
program is concentrating on Walter Reed’s
pediatric patient rooms and clinics, the in-
tensive care units and the oncology and
hematology clinic.

As a new program, there is no official
timeline or set deadline for donations. As
she always has, Wolf will be accepting do-

nations at any time.
Wolf said that providing as much joy as

possible to critically ill children was always
a priority for her, but she is especially ex-
cited about the transition to help critically
ill children of military families.

“We are committed to bring smiles to the
faces of these children that are going
through such difficult times,” Wolf said. “As
a country, we are safe because of the sacri-
fices made by our military families. Their
children need to be our priority. ‘Task Force

Smile’ gives us an opportunity to say ‘thank
you’ in a meaningful way.”

Six weeks ago, Wolf officially teamed with
the already established non-profit organi-
zation, America’s Adopt a Soldier so that
the program is integrated into an estab-
lished military and family support organi-
zation. Grouping with a 501(c)(3) organi-
zation will also make all donations to Task
Force Smile tax-deductible.

“Last year when we filled a truckload of
toys, I knew I had to become a part of a

501(C)(3). That was the beginning of my
partnership with America’s Adopt a Soldier,”
Wolf said.

Wolf began her project as an independent
volunteer and fundraiser for National
Children’s Medical Center, each year collect-
ing toys from clients and friends and deliv-
ering them to the cancer unit. She made
the switch to WRNMMC when she realized
how much more military children would
benefit from her toy donations.

Conversations with one mother whose
terminally ill son had doctors at both
Children’s Hospital and WRNMMC played
a major role in the decision to move her
project.

“I have been doing this for Children’s
National Medical Center for 10 years, and
then I met a young woman who was my
inspiration to do it,” Wolf said. “She was a
military wife stationed in Germany and her
son was diagnosed with leukemia. Mother
and son were flown back to the States, pray-
ing for a miracle. Most of his treatment was
at Walter Reed, before his family lost him
months later.”

Wolf said that while Walter Reed’s medi-
cal staff is absolutely exceptional, they are
a government entity and thus cannot so-
licit donations. As a result, there are not as
many games and toys for sick children as
there are at private centers, like National
Children’s Medical Center.

“Regardless of the situation, we want the
children to be able to laugh like children
should, even when they are undergoing life-
saving and likely uncomfortable proce-
dures,” Wolf said. “My goal is to have
enough toys to last a year for the children
coming to the unit, for the children in the

Effort begins with
Walter Reed.

‘Task Force Smile’ To Help Critically Ill Military Children

From left: Dr. Philip Rogers, Walter Reed National Medical Military
Center; Dr. Arthur Lyons, Pentagon; Dr. Margret Marino, director of
Children’s Unit at Walter Reed National Medical Military Center; Linda
Wolf, director of Task Force Smile, and Mary Keeser, director of
America’s Adopt A Soldier.

By Michael K. Bohn

Gazette Packet

“A
t my worst, I had double vision,
my memory was shot and I
couldn’t focus on most any

task,” recalled Staff Sgt. Jonathan Mead-
ows. His wife Melissa, a nurse, said that
after Jonathan’s medevac from Afghanistan
earlier this year, “He acted like an advanced
Alzheimer’s case.”

Like many Wounded Warriors from the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, Meadows
suffers from traumatic brain injury. He is
currently an active-duty patient in the TBI
unit of the Fort Belvoir Community Hospi-
tal. Meadows is a member of the Connecti-
cut National Guard, and he and his wife are
from Ledyard, Conn.

His treatment at Fort Belvoir includes vi-
sion and speech therapy, treatment to im-
prove his memory and physical training. All
of that is helping, Meadows said, but he
surprises everyone when he identifies the
key to his ongoing recovery — ceramics.

“All the problems go away when I’m work-

ing with clay,” Meadows said. “It opened
the door for recovery for me.”

Meadows came to ceramics through the
efforts of Blair Meerfeld, chairman of the
ceramics department at the Art League of
Alexandria. Meerfeld convinced Fort Belvoir
officials to offer ceramics as one of their
therapeutic activities, largely by demonstrat-
ing his potter’s wheel before clinic patients.

Meadows signed up for Meerfeld’s class
and quickly got his hands on the clay. “At
first, I made a little pig, then a three-legged
elephant and a turtle,” he recalled. “All of a
sudden, overnight, I started making more
complex subjects. I had never done anything
in clay.” One of Meerfeld’s fellow instruc-
tors, Carla Amerau, was surprised at
Jonathan’s innate skill.

“It is amazing to me that less than a year
ago, Jon showed up to take our class hav-
ing never worked with clay,” said Amerau.
“Today he is producing amazing, emotion-
ally powerful sculptures. They are works of
art that creatively express his religious faith,
life experiences and personal traumas.”

“Jon’s enormous talent is not something

we taught him,” added Amerau, a Mount
Vernon resident. “It was probably always
there. Our class just allowed him to express
his ideas and feelings in a creative way.”

The Art League is featuring Meadows’s
work, and ceramics from other wounded
warriors, in a special exhibit at the Torpedo
Factory through Jan. 5. Several of his pieces
were on display for a special reception
hosted by the Art League on Dec. 12.

Among the dozens of people crowding the
gallery that evening was U.S. Rep. Joe
Courtney, Meadows’s congressman from
Connecticut’s 2nd District. Also there was
Jose D. Riojas, chief of staff to the U.S. sec-
retary of veterans affairs.

“Jon’s sculptures amazed many people at
the show,” Amerau said afterward, “and one
woman told me his sculpture made her cry.”

Meerfeld, also at the reception, spoke of
how the League instructors benefited from
working with the Wounded Warriors: “It’s
therapy for us too.”

The Art League is holding another recep-
tion for its Wounded Warrior exhibit at the
Torpedo Factory on Jan. 5 from 2-4 p.m.

Ceramic Therapy for a Wounded Warrior Art assists
veteran’s recovery.

The Art League of Alexandria
featured ceramic sculpture by Staff
Sgt. Jonathan Meadows, left, at a
reception highlighting Wounded
Warrior art on Dec. 12 at the
Torpedo Factory. At right is Jose D.
Riojas, chief of staff to the U.S.
secretary of veterans affairs. U.S.
Rep. Joe Courtney, center, is
Meadows’s congressman from
Connecticut’s 2nd District.
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News

Three alternative locations currently exist for a proposed Metro station
at Potomac Yard.

From Page 1

More Challenges for Potomac Yard Metro Station
the plug and not moving forward,” said
Mayor Bill Euille. “The entire planned de-
velopment at Potomac Yard will not hap-
pen without a Metro station.”

Three locations are currently under con-
sideration in addition to a no-build scenario.
Alternative A is the southernmost location,
estimated to cost $194 million. It would be
located adjacent to the Potomac Greens
neighborhood. Alternative B is a short dis-
tance north, behind the Target department
store. Its estimated cost is $249 million.
Alternative C was an underground station
that has been rejected as logistically impos-
sible. Alternative D is a $459 million above-
ground design similar to the ones now un-
der construction in Tysons Corner. And then,
there’s the no-build option, which some say
would be the best way to go.

“If they build a Metro station and the
seven million square feet of development
at Potomac Yard, 50 percent of the traffic
generated goes out onto Route 1,” said Katy
Cannady, chief critic of the station. “For
whatever reason — they work in the wrong
place, they hate the Metro — the other 50
percent will keep on driving.”

POTOMAC YARD is a 300-acre brownfield
in the northeast corner of the city, just south
of National Airport. Since prehistoric times,
the area has served as a north-south trade
and transportation corridor. From 1906 to
1987, Potomac Yard served as a major point
of freight transfer between northern and
southern rail networks. Today, the site is
divided into two main parcels: Potomac
Yard and Potomac Greens. These parcels are
adjacent to a 120-foot wide active railroad
corridor, which includes a Metro line that
began operations in the 1980s. The North
Potomac Yard Small Area plan approved by
City Council in the summer of 2010 calls
for a Metro Square neighborhood built
around the selection of Alternative B.

“This neighborhood is the transit hub of
North Potomac Yard, where the Metrorail
station, dedicated high-capacity transitway,
and local and circulator bus services will
converge,” the plan explains. “Two impor-
tant public spaces define the character of
the neighborhood, including the square

park at the center of the neighborhood, and
a possible internal pedestrian connection.”

City officials have focused most of their
attention on Alternative B, largely because
a 2010 memorandum of understanding
with Delaware-based CPYR. That agree-
ment says the developer would kick in $49
million if Alternative B is selected. That’s

because the design would allow direct ac-
cess from land owned by the developer to a
new Metro station. But new concerns raised
by the National Park Service may have cast
a shadow over that agreement.

“My guess is that we will end up with a
hybrid of a couple of the different options
we have on the table right now,” said Coun-
cilman Justin Wilson. “As part of that pro-
cess, the developer proffer would have to
be renegotiated.”

SOME ARE HOPEFUL that city officials
will be able to strike an agreement with the
National Park Service that does not force
council members to go back to the drawing

board. One potential scenario might involve
working with CSX to get a cost estimate that
would put a dollar amount on how much
the city would have to spend to acquire land
from the railroad company. That’s expected
to be in the tens of millions of dollars. Once
that figure has been put in writing, city lead-
ers can take it to Park Service leaders to cut
a deal.

“The hope is that if this is as expensive as
we think it is, when the National Park Ser-
vice sees that and realizes that’s the only
alternative they would say, ‘OK, let’s work
something out,’” said Councilman Tim
Lovain. “National Park Service does land
swaps.”

Whatever happens, some kind of solution
to the National Park Service concerns must
be found before the environmental impact
study can move forward. That means the
planning for the station has been indefi-
nitely delayed while city leaders negotiate
with federal officials over the scenic ease-
ment. Another potential sticking point in-
volves National Park Service land adjacent
to the station, which carries legal restric-
tions. Meanwhile, the National Park Service
has asked the city to explore the option of
moving CSX tracks west so that the new
Potomac Yard station would not violate the
scenic easement. City officials estimate that
would delay the project about four years
and add $50 million to $100 million to the
cost.

“First there’s the cost of moving the tracks,
then there’s the cost of acquiring the land,
then there’s construction inflation every
year there’s a delay,” said Deputy City Man-
ager Mark Jinks. “The first phase is getting
CSX to agree to study it, and we should
know by February whether they would
agree to study it or not.”

FINANCING THE STATION creates yet
another problem for the city. Because Alex-
andria taxpayers will have to finance the
station without federal or state money, City
Council members will have to assume some
financial risk. Alexandria leaders are expect-
ing Potomac Yard to generate $1 billion
worth of revenue in the next three decades,
an expansion of the tax base that would help
fund construction of a Metro station that
could open its doors as early as 2018.

“Sure there’s a risk, and it’s a big project
so it’s a big risk,” said Frank Shafroth, di-
rector of the Center for State and Local
Leadership at George Mason University.
“That’s why it’s important that the city rec-
ognizes the risk because that allows the city
to control it.”
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Julie Crenshaw Van
Fleet Dies at 61

Longtime Old Town resident Julie Crenshaw
Van Fleet died Dec. 18, 2013 at her home in
Alexandria. She was 61 years old and had
battled breast cancer in recent years. Born Julie
Louise Crenshaw Nov. 30 1952, she was the
wife of Townsend “Van” Van Fleet.

Visitation will be held at Demaine Funeral
Home, 520 S. Washington St., on Friday, Jan.
3, from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. Funeral services
will be held the following day, Jan. 4, at 11
a.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 S. Pitt
St. Burial will be at Arlington National Cem-
etery at a later date.

— Jeanne Theismann

Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet,
shown last summer with
her husband Townsend
“Van” Van Fleet, died Dec.
18 at her home in Alexan-
dria.

Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday by noon.

MONDAY/JAN. 6
Submission Deadline. The City of Alexandria

Office of the Arts and the Alexandria Transit
Company have joined forces to host a poetry
contest “DASHing Words in Motion.” Submission
guidelines can be found at www.alexandria
va.gov/Arts, via email at poet@alexandria
va.gov, or by phone at 703-746-5588.

Potomac Yard Metrorail Implementation

Bulletin Board

Work Group meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at City
Hall, 301 King St. Get an overview about the
proposed Metrorail station and the
environmental planning process. Free. Visit
alexandriava.gov/potomacyard for more.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 8
Public Hearing. A meeting on the new

transportation management plan will be held at
City Hall, 301 King St. Free. For more
information about TMP SUPs and the text
amendment, visit www.alexandriava.gov/6556
or email megan.cummings@alexandriava.gov.
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M
ore than 100 children from
Alexandria’s rec center programs
attended the Black Fire Service Pro-

fessionals holiday toy party Dec. 21 at the Hilton
Mark Center.

“I went to a party like this as a kid growing
up in D.C.,” said Capt. Thurston McClain, who
founded the event 13 years ago. “I don’t have
kids of my own so this is my way of giving back
to the community.”

As an employee organization within the city,
the BFSPA has yearly provided gifts for over
100 children and strives to see that no child in
Alexandria goes without a gift for the holiday
season.

“I would like to thank Don Simpson and
Simpson Development, Mayor Bill Euille,
Clyde’s Restaurant, Velocity Bikes, The Pro Bi-
cycle Shop and the Hilton Mark Center for help-
ing make our toy drive a success,” McClain said.
“And a special thanks to our friends at the As-
sociation of African American Financial Advi-
sors.  The BFSPA relies heavily on the generous
donations of our community partners to make
each year’s toy drive successful.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Santa’s Helpers
BFSPA makes holidays
bright for area children.

Santa gives out toys at the 13th annual Black
Fire Service Professionals Holiday Party Dec.
21 at the Hilton Mark Center
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Gazette Packet
Alexandria

A
s local, weekly newspapers, the Ga-
zette Packet’s mission is to deliver
news readers need close to home,
to help readers enjoy great local

places and events, to advocate for community
good, to call attention to unmet needs, to pro-
vide a forum for dialogue on local concerns,
and to celebrate and record milestones
and events in community and people’s
lives.

To succeed at any of that, we need
your help.

If you know of a person or an organization
doing important work, something newsworthy
or something that might make a good feature
story, let us know. We want to know if some-
one in your family or your community pub-
lished a book, became an Eagle Scout, raised
money for a good cause, accomplished a feat
like running a marathon or having an art show.
Send us a photo and tell us about it.

We publish photos and notes of a variety of
personal milestones and community events,
including births, engagements, weddings, an-
niversaries, awards and obituaries.

We are also interested in events at your
church, mosque, synagogue, community cen-
ter, pool, school, club, etc.

To have the best chance of getting an event
included in our calendar ahead of time, email
us the details of the event (who, what, where,
when, why) at least two weeks ahead of time.
Email to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Events generally must be open to the public

and either free or at nominal cost to be in-
cluded in calendars.

After your events, email us a photo and a
note so we can consider including it in our
coverage. Be sure to include the names of all
the people who are in a photo, and say when
and where the photo was taken.

We also publish notes about news and
events from local businesses. Notes
about openings, new employees, anni-
versaries are welcome.

In covering the issues, we strive to provide a
voice for our readers. We look forward to hear-
ing from you.

The Connection Newspapers are published
by Local Media Connection LLC, an indepen-
dent, locally owned company. The publications
and websites include the Alexandria Gazette
Packet, the Mount Vernon Gazette, the Centre
View, the Potomac Almanac and individual
Connection papers and websites serving
McLean, Great Falls, Vienna/Oakton, Oak Hill/
Herndon, Reston, Springfield, Burke, Fairfax,
Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton, Arlington,
Centreville, Chantilly/Fair Oaks, Alexandria
and Mount Vernon.

The publications and websites have won
hundreds of awards for news and community
coverage just in the past few years, including
the Virginia Press Association Award for Integ-
rity and Community Service for coverage of
efforts to prevent and end homelessness, and
Best in Show for information/art for coverage
of local parks.

The operation of these community-serving
publications is entirely funded by advertising.
The papers are delivered free to homes and
businesses throughout Northern Virginia, and
through free digital subscriptions. If you or
your organization appreciates the Connection
publications, please support them by patron-
izing our advertisers and by spending a por-
tion of your marketing budget with us.

Visit our website,
www.connectionnewspapers.com/ and click on
“contact us” for quick forms for:

Free digital subscriptions to one or more of
our 15 papers: connectionnewspapers.com/
subscribe.

Submit a letter to the editor at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/let-
ter.

We provide educational internships all year;
apply at www.connectionnewspapers.com/in-
ternships/.

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers.

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
followfairfax @followfairfax overall, and lo-
cally at

twitter.com/alexgazette @alexgazette
For information on advertising, email

sales@connectionnewspapers.com, or call 703-
778-9431.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Looking to Hear from Readers in New Year

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 11
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City Did
Not Listen
To the Editor:

Ursula, I was wrong and you
were right when you said the city
doesn’t listen. In my letter, (“De-

ferral Serves Public Safety,” Ga-
zette Packet, Dec. 19) I wrote to
let you know of one case where
the city listened. The Alexandria
Traffic and Parking Board heard
the safety concerns of residents on
King Street at a public hearing
Nov. 25. Based on what they knew

and heard, they recommended the
city defer action on the King Street
Proposal for bike lanes, “in order
to achieve greater compromise
with the various interests of the
community.”

Residents asked what next. The
“what next” was a Christmas sur-

prise. On Friday afternoon, the
week before Christmas, a letter
was hand delivered to residents on
King Street signed by Richard
Baier, director of Transportation
and Environmental Services for
Alexandria. The four-page letter
states “a delay of this decision to
further study and discussion is not
recommended.” Basically the city
chooses to ignore the board’s rec-
ommendation and the safety con-
cerns of residents most affected by
this decision. Instead the director
directs staff to remove contiguous
parking and access to resident’s
homes in order to install bike lanes
on King Street.

The letter implies that residents
are asking for an exception to
Alexandria’s Complete Streets
Policy. We are not. We are not be-
cause this policy does not require
dedicated bike lanes, only safe
transport within and through a
community. Further, of the master
plans, goals, and policy the letter
referenced to support this deci-
sion, I’ve yet to find a requirement
for “dedicated” bike lanes.

Requiring dedicated bike lanes
is not realistic in some locations
and the residents on King Street
contend that installing dedicated
bike lanes on four blocks of this

Letters to the Editor
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Don’t be left in the Dark!

Automatic Standby Generator
• Safe, Reliable, Clean & Quiet
• Are power outages driving you crazy?
• Have you gone without heat or A/C for days?

FREE ANALYSIS FOR UNIT SIZING!
Contact:
Alexandria Lighting & Supply
703-548-2320
701 N. Henry Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Come in and visit our
generator and lighting showroom!

Alexandria
lighting & supply

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & PerennialsTrees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF

OFF-SEASON
PRICING

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining WallsPottery Sale

25-75% Off Pottery
Largest Selection

in the DC Area

Pottery Sale
25-75% Off Pottery

Largest Selection
in the DC Area

Pottery Sale
25-75% Off Pottery

Largest Selection
in the DC Area

25% Off
Benches, Fountains, Statues
Bonsai, Cactus & Succulents

From Page 10

Letters

See Letters,  Page 14

section of King Street will not im-
prove safety. The city’s letter states
that a crash analyses for this area
for the last 5 years identified one
crash involving a pedestrian, none
involving a bicyclist, and 12 in-
volving vehicles. There’s not a lot
of room for improvement, but
there’s a lot of room to make it
worse. Besides implementing a
confusing patchwork bike lane
configuration, the city is allocat-
ing 30 percent of a 30-foot road-
way (i.e. King Street) for bicycles
when that roadway, a major thor-
oughfare to/from Old Town,
handles 13,000 vechicles each day.
The peak number of vehicles is
over 1,000 per hour, the peak
number of bicycles is 12 per hour.
The decision set forth in the letter
seems like a solution in search of
a problem rather than a solution
to a problem. There are actual,
real roadway problems with King
Street which this decision neither
addresses nor solves.

Further, this decision intention-
ally does not address the safety
concerns of the residents of this
community. Separation of road-
way safety and residents’ needs
are necessary for the decision to
be made by Mr. Baier. The letter
states, “As the design of this project

pertains to the safety of roadway
users, the process does not include
a recommendation or approval for
action by the Alexandria City
Council.” A wise decision by the
city would have integrated these
needs. My hope was that the city
would listen and consider the
safety concerns of those residents
that will live with the impact of
this decision each and every day.
They did not listen.

The letter states Mr. Baier
“walked, drove, and rode my own
bike up and down King Street to
make sure I experienced the road-
way from the perspective of all
street users.” I would suggest Mr.
Baier, or other city representatives,
experience it from a resident’s per-
spective as well.

Louise Welch
Alexandria

Importance of
Compromise
To the Editor:

Some residents of Alexandria
seem to believe that just because
things have been a certain way
they are entitled to them remain-
ing that way forever. Some near T.
C. Williams High School whine

that the city promised not to put
lights on athletic fields. Not only
should the proposed tennis courts
have lights but so should the foot-
ball stadium. My children played
many soccer games in the dim of
twilight. Other schools in the area
are located near residences and
they have lights. It was a promise
that should never have been made.

There are those who oppose a
bicycle lane on King Street Hill
moaning that their apparent in-
alienable right to parking on the
street will be taken from them. I
live on upper King Street where
there is no on-street parking.

Then, there are those residents
of Old Town who oppose develop-
ment in the waterfront area. It is
in the interest of the entire com-
munity to retain our local charac-
ter, but times change and status
quo almost always leads eventu-
ally to decay.

Part of living in a community is
compromising your own interests
for the benefit of the community
as a whole, which ultimately
makes it a more desirable place for
you, as well.

Charles P. Brinkman
Alexandria
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Letters

Don Beyer, associates, representatives from Meals on Wheels Associa-
tion of America and SSA volunteers deliver meals.

Christmas Day elves deliver meals and holiday gifts and cards made
possible by the Fraternal Order of the Eagles and Ruth Brannigan’s
class at Mt. Vernon Community Elementary School.

Holiday Cheer Spreads to Homebound Seniors
S

enior Services of Alexandria’s elves
were spreading holiday cheer to
homebound Alexandria’s seniors.

Beyer Subaru teamed up with Senior

Services as part of its “Share the Love” cam-
paign to deliver meals on wheels to seniors.
The “Share the Love” campaign runs
through Jan. 2 and if residents buy or lease

a new Subaru, Beyer Subaru will donate
$250 to a variety of charities including Meal
on Wheels.
SSA’s volunteer elves also delivered holiday

meals on Christmas Eve and Day.
The Ron Bradley Foundation’s support
allows SSA to deliver special holiday
meals.
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Viewpoints

“What is your New Year’s resolution?”

Rebecca O, (holding son Evan)
with her mom, Nancy: “To get
organized.”

Joseph Gueron
was taking a
quick break
from writing.
His resolution
for 2014 is to
get published.

Wayne Gooden, a
personal fitness
trainer, believes
that “you start
resolutions in
October... and
stay in that
mindset.” By
New Year’s, it’s
become part of a
routine.

Geri
Baldwin:
“2013 was
an awesome
year for me, I
had a chance
to meet
many people
and the
highlight was
when I
received a letter from President
Barack Obama. My New Year’s
resolutions: Pursue my goals in
writing, art and music ... Con-
tinue to love people and enjoy
life.”

S
u
b
m

i
t
t
e
d
 
P
h
o

t
o

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
R

e
n
é
e
 
R

u
g
g
l
e
s
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

From Page 11

Focus on
Education
To the Editor:

This is in response to articles in the Ga-
zette Packet dated Dec. 19, 2013. One ar-
ticle spoke about poverty in the classroom,
it was funny that it did not mention
Jefferson Houston Elementary. All I have
heard people talk about is how many un-
derprivileged students this school has and
how many receive the free and reduced
lunches. The article talked about how the
problems at school are all a social problem
outside of the school. Well, maybe in school
the teachers need to be teaching reading,
writing, and arithmetic instead of taking on
the social problems that the children en-
counter outside of the school. Maybe in-
stead of having teachers that nurture way
too much, they should be focused on edu-
cation. Education is the key to having our
students become our future leaders, doc-
tors, lawyers, etc. The children, all of the
children, irregardless of background or fi-
nancial status deserve the best education
there is ….

Yes, the children deserve to have a good
home life and a good life outside of school.
I give my children and grandchildren all that
I can, but I am not an educator, I am a par-
ent, I am responsible for making sure my
children get to school, do their work, be
good people. I need the school and its teach-
ers to teach the children reading, writing,
and arithmetic so they can grow and be-
come the people they are meant to be. We
need the Opportunity Educational Institu-
tion to come in and help with restructuring
this school. We need to make this school
work for our students. If the current staff
cannot make the difference we need then
we need new blood. We also need to keep
our school diverse, we need all children
from all walks of life to help round out our
students and to help them learn that all
people are different, and yet all people are
the same.

Bea Porter
Alexandria

A Waterfront
Parable
To the Editor:

The design for the waterfront, while sub-
ject to many interpretations, thoughts and
reactions, has been unchanged almost since
it was first conceived by the small group of
self-appointed overseers who met clandes-
tinely in 2006 to plot an invasion. In the
vast spaces between the collective ears a
hollow pinging grew in force as it radiated
out into the peaceful calm of Old Town —
the waterfront will save us!

From the start this small group’s sweaty
vision was grandiose, inspired by the loom-
ing towers of National Harbor across the
great river, named by the original settlers
as Potomac, or “river of swans”; and while
the swans have long since flown, the nearby
vales of Mordor cast a immense clinking and
ringing sound into the night air, as the souls
and pockets of ordinary humans are drained
dry to profit a few.

Gazing early at this seemingly profitable
paradigm, the Overseers sought the Tour-

ists. Their sightlines were clear, unob-
structed by the realities of the unique land-
scape populated by a close knit community
of diverse peoples dedicated to the place
they call the Historic District. A place of
kindness, knowledge, taste, charity, and
walkability. The people know this has hal-
lowed ground, and a birthplace of democ-
racy, with its natural purity chosen by
swans.

The Overseers’ grand vision mushroomed
In the dark and seduced the worst and the
semi-worst alike so that soon it was sancti-
fied by putting it on paper and handing it
to the select group of servants who Plan and
Zone. They knew that the Old Towners’
waterfront was a treasured place. Engage-
ment was necessary, but only with crossed
fingers behind your back. After all, the ser-
vants had the Plan, and it was cast in con-
crete.

Advancing like the Hydra they marched,
snipping the thoughts of the Old Towner’s
down to little more than toothpicks on the
carcass of the Beast. Under the guise of
Change the phantom Tourists descended
chanting a mantra of “hotels, restaurants,

retail – mixed use – high density.” Seeking
help, the memory of the swans flew off in
search of The Planimeters; alchemists of
note whose said instrument measured the
true worth of Change.

The heroic Planimeters knew the mam-
moth effort before them, but guided by the
wisdom of the Founders they set forth, go-
ing from house to house like Revere in the
night, to raise a light on this Stygian dark-
ness.

And lo, they prevailed till met by the de-
vious Planners, helped in their smoggery by
the Magicians of Law and the Imperators
of the Dais. So the long fight began, and
the watery edges of the Old Towners be-
loved home grew even more imperiled.

And so it remains today, the faulty sight
of a few, handed off to a small group of dig-
gers now caught in a web of profit, taxmen,
and tourists. The false prophets on the Dais
can bow to Tourism, but for the sake of the
Founders now weeping in Heaven, the
people of Old Town will not abandon their
fight!

Kathryn Papp
Alexandria
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Turn unwanted valuables into CA$H!
Powerful eBay selling for households and businesses

Single Items • Full Liquidations • Buy-outs

Drop off or call for a pick-up...we’ll do the rest!

ezauctioning.com
1320 Prince St., Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703.778.6440

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
…703-548-3888
ANGLICAN

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR
…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING
ANGLICAN CHURCH

…703-535-6815
APOSTOLIC

LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH
…703-518-4404

BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH...

703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN
BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST
...703-360-4370
BRETHREN

 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH
…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122
ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC
CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…
703-836-3725

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-765-4421

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…
703-836-4100
CHRISTIAN

HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES
...703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA...703-549-3911

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,
SCIENTIST, ALEXANDRIA...

703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494
CHURCH OF CHRIST

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF
CHRIST…703-836-3083

EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-683-0798

ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-360-4220

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-780-3081

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
...703-765-4342

ST. MARK EPISCOPAL
 CHURCH...703-765-3949

LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN…

703-765-8255
 EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN

CHURCH…703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA...

703-765-5003
 NATIVITY LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112
ORTHODOX

SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…
201-312-7678

ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA
...703-417-9665

PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING
HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN
…703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN
…703-765-6118

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF

CHRIST...703-960-8772
UNITED METHODIST

ALDERSGATE UNITED
METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST...

703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-671-8557
MT. VERNON UNITED

METHODIST...703-765-1100
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH...
703-836-7332

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…703-549-5500
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED

METHODIST...703-780-4696
WASHINGTON STREET
UNITED METHODIST…

703-836-4324
UNITARIAN

MOUNT VERNON
UNITARIAN CHURCH...

703-765-5950

From Page 4

News

intensive unit, and children in the chemotherapy
and hematology unit.”

Task Force Smile’s goal for NWRMMC starts with
toys and ends with revamped patient rooms and play-
rooms.

“I want to redo the playroom,” Wolf said. “We have
a local Alexandria artist who is nationally known and
he has offered to help us put murals on the wall. We
also want to put play stations in all the patient rooms
and also in the pods where children get their infu-
sions.”

She said that she plans to start “Task Force Smile”
playroom renovations as soon as possible in 2014,
and that other volunteers that have joined Task Force
Smile will help make her this possible.

“As Americas Adopt A Soldier director of Task Force
Smile, I will be joined by other volunteer members
to work with the staff at WRNMMC to initiate the
projects,” Wolf said. “We would love to make a real
difference in 2014.”

She added that Task Force Smile will start its first
project as soon as money is available, but she has
her sights loosely set on the spring.

“I hope by spring we have collected enough money
to start checking off our list,” Wolf said.

Wolf said she is confident that linking with
America’s Adopt a Soldier will help her reach her
goal to ultimately improve all critically ill military

children’s hospital experiences. She said she can think
of no better place to start her quest, either.

“Walter Reed National Military Medical Center is
the one hospital in the world that has the most ad-
vanced technology and treatments and all critically
ill military children from around the country come
to WRNMMC ,” Wolf said. “The playroom needs to
be done right, and we will work as a recognized char-
ity supporting WRNMMC to ensure it is the best pos-
sible environment for our military children.”

Keeser said America’s Adopt a Soldier was hon-
ored to accept Task Force Smile as part of the orga-
nization and to appoint Linda Wolf as director of Task
Force Smile.

“Having known Linda for many years, and know-
ing how driven she is towards the success of her
project, we were honored to embrace her project,”
Keeser said. “We at America’s Adopt A Soldier are
honored to embrace this most important project to
ensure our critically Ill Military Kids receive a Toy –
we collectively named the project: ‘Task Force Smile’
and to appointed Linda as the volunteer director of
Task Force Smile. Our initial plans, under Linda’s
leadership, are to develop distribution PODs for these
toys within these clients, ensuring every critically Ill
military child receives a toy through our year-round
project.”

To donate, visit  www.americasadoptasoldier.org/
and click on “Make a Donation.” Note “Task Force
Smile” on the purpose line.

Helping Critically Ill Military Children

Last year: A typical
collection of

donated toys.
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TCHOUPITOULAS
Fine Furnishings and Interior Design

Tradition with a Twist

Tchoupitoulas is a fine furnishings

store located in Old Town Alexandria,

which specializes in designing

interiors to reflect our clients’ unique

aesthetic. We like to call it “Tradition

with a Twist.”

Visit us at Tchoupitoulas (CHOP-uh-

TOO-lis) where you’ll see New Orleans

traditions reflected in everything from

heirloom-quality pieces to fun

accessories to jazz up any space!

210 N. Lee Street ~ Alexandria

703-299-0145

www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Happy New Year!
New store hours for 2014. Can’t wait to see you!

Monday–Friday
10:00 to 6:00

Saturday
10:00 to 5:00

Sunday
By appointment

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

A
s we begin a new year, many are
focused on their spiritual health
and well-being. In fact, the Na
tional Wellness Institute names

spiritual wellness as one of the seven di-
mensions of overall wellness. It’s essential
in life, say experts.

Lisa Jackson-Cherry, Ph.D., chair of the
Department of Counseling at Marymount
University in Arlington, who specializes in
pastoral counseling and pastoral integra-
tion, believes spiritual well-being doesn’t
always have to do with religion. It’s about
being connected to something greater than
one’s self. “It doesn’t have to be a higher
power,” she said. “It can be your commu-
nity or nature, but the key piece is that there
is a connection to something other than
yourself.”

Elizabeth Rees, the associate rector at St.
Aidan’s Episcopal Church in Mount Vernon,
said, “I would say at its heart, spiritual well-
being is knowing ourselves to be loved and
cherished by God and then living into that
truth.”

Kathy Judd, Alexandria-based meditation
teacher and director of No Place Like Om,
said, “Spiritual health and well-being is
when you … feel just as, if not more, con-

nected to what you can’t see as to what you
can. It’s about knowing that there is an ani-
mating force that drives the show and see-
ing all the ups and downs of our human
experience as just like that — a show.”

WHILE SPIRITUAL WELLNESS can
mean different things to different people,
experts said there are common factors that
can help one achieve it, such as engaging
with others. “When we think about spiri-
tual health or well-being, we think about
people being at peace with themselves and
others,” said Jackson-Cherry.

“In my opinion,” she said, “once people
become connected with other people and
not so consumed with themselves or their
own tragedies or pain and they give of
themselves to others, share their gifts, of-
ten they experience contentment.”

“Community is a big one, and also what
you pay attention to and consume,” Judd
said. “If you’re constantly tuned in to the
news cycle and people who are negative and
arguing, you’re going to see the world from
a certain viewpoint. … If you take time to
be in nature, read uplifting things, eat [the
right] foods, and surround yourself with a
community of people who are loving, sup-
portive and want to bring out the best in
you, you’ll have a very different experience
of the world.”

Rees believes self-love is also a compo-
nent of spiritual well-being. “In adult edu-
cation here at St. Aidan’s, we’ve been lis-
tening to the talks of [scholar, author and
public speaker] Brené Brown and talking
about what she has to say about vulnerabil-
ity. I have definitely found in my own life
that when I dare to share the truth about
my struggles with the people around me, it
creates a new space for growth and depth.

“Until we learn to love and forgive our-
selves, it’s almost impossible to love and
forgive others,” she said. “For me, the Chris-
tian story in general, and the Church com-
munity in particular, is the place where that
comes together and makes sense.”

Jackson-Cherry said, “When I’m working
with clients, I find that people who have
the healthiest spiritual well-being are
people who have a sense of purpose in life
or have a meaning in life. They might not
have achieved it, but they are working to-
ward it. Having a sense of purpose or mean-
ing in life leads to contentment.”

So how does one find a sense of purpose
and meaning in life? “We’ve talked about
this question a lot,” said Rees. “What comes
up most frequently is the idea of finding
ways to live in the present, slowing down
and finding God present in the moment. …
Hearing where other people are finding
God, and taking the time to look for God

acting in my own life and share that with
others makes me much more aware of God
all around, and helps me to remember that
God is also acting in and through the people
around me.”

Judd said there is work involved in
achieving spiritual well-being. “It takes
practice, just like anything else,” she said.

LIVING IN THE MOMENT is also a fac-
tor that can lead to contentment and spiri-
tual well-being. “I think trying to … find as
much love and joy in it as possible is a huge
piece,” Judd said. “Also, worry less about
what others think and be more willing to
live and love greatly. Developing gratitude,
as something that runs through all of our
life, not just as something that comes when
life seems to be going really well, is impor-
tant too.”

Rees said keeping a journal is a useful tool
in developing gratitude. “One spiritual ex-
ercise that helps me sometimes is to prac-
tice gratitude by prayerfully journaling
about the things for which I am grateful,”
she said. “Sit down and write 100 things
for which you are grateful. You start with
the big and obvious things, but then also
find yourself digging deep for the small but
ever-present graces of life. … Journaling in
general can be a great for spiritual well-
being.”

Wellbeing

Spiritual Wellness in the New Year What is it and how
does one achieve it?
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News

Members of Delta Sigma Theta gather for a group photo prior to volun-
teering at the toy drive distribution event.

Alexandria Police Officer Bennie
Evans, right, listens as his wife
Deana remembers their son
Cameron, a T.C. Williams student
who committed suicide last month.
The family donated funds in
Cameron’s memory to support the
local toy drive.

Eagle Scouts Nate Smith and Mikel
Sevareid of Troop 1865 help dis-
tribute books as part of the
Firefighters and Friends toy drive.

From Page 1

Firefighters Collect 3,500 Toys
his life and we wanted to be here to let

you know that what you are doing is im-
portant.”

Started nearly two decades ago by Alex-
andria native Capt.
Willie Bailey, this year’s
drive collected more
than 3,500 toys, bikes
and gift cards for needy
children in Alexandria
and Fairfax County.

“I’m excited to be here
again and happy to help
out in any way I can,”
said Troop 1865 Eagle
Scout Mikel Sevareid,
who has raised thou-
sands of dollars over the
six years that he has
been volunteering in the toy drive. “There
are so many kids who are less fortunate than
me. It makes me feel good to help them have
something at Christmas.”

With Ronald McDonald on hand, toys
were distributed to representatives of 72
schools, shelters and nonprofits. Jazz, the
Dream Dog Foundation mascot, gave away

hundreds of donated books.
“Every school from Alexandria City

showed up to pick up gifts for children who
otherwise would not receive a gift for the
holidays,” said Bailey, a Del Ray resident.

“There were numerous
businesses in Fairfax and
Alexandria assisting us
with purchasing and dis-
tributing the toys today.
We can’t save the world
but we believe no child
should go without a gift
during the holidays so
we are doing what we
can to make sure that
doesn’t happen.”

Fairfax County Fire
Chief Richard Bowers
praised the work of

Bailey and the community volunteers.
“I am so proud of this community and the

outreach effort on behalf of those children
who are less fortunate,” Bowers said. “This
is what it’s all about — the kids. So thanks
to all of you for stepping up and standing
out to make this a happy holiday for every-
one.”

“We can’t save the
world but we believe
no child should go
without a gift during
the holidays.”

— Firefighters and Friends
founder Capt. Willie Bailey
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E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
African American Activists

Exhibition. Through Saturday, Jan.
4, 2014, Living Legends of
Alexandria is an ongoing photo-
documentary project created in 2006
by artist-photographer Nina Tisara to
identify, honor and chronicle people
making current history in Alexandria.
This free exhibit is at the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 601 Wythe
St. The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Visit www.alexblackhistory.org or
call 703-746-4356.

Art Exhibit. “Small Works,” juried by
Irene Owsley will run Nov. 26-Jan. 5,
at the Multiple Exposures Gallery in
the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union St. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

Art Exhibit. See “IMPART,” a project
that is a collaboration between The
Art League and the Wounded
Warriors at Ft. Belvoir. Features
ceramics by eight artists showcased
at The Art League in the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Exhibit
runs through Jan. 5. Visit
www.theartleague.org for more.

“The Street Sense Project.” Thien-
Kim Pham presents “Portraits of
People Who Live and Work on the
Streets” in studio 21 at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. The exhibit
runs Dec. 5 through Jan. 6. A portion
of the sales will be donated to a local
charity related to the subject matter
depicted in the piece. Visit
www.theartleague.org or 703-683-
1780 for more.

Art Exhibit. “Small Worlds,” a multi-
media juried exhibition with a focus
on artists who work in miniature or
small scales will run Dec. 6-Jan. 12,
at the Target Gallery in the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org.

Solo Artist Preview Exhibit. Runs
Jan. 9-23 at at the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, on the waterfront in Old
Town Alexandria at 105 N Union St.
Call 703-683-1780 or visit
www.theartleague.org. The Art
League’s Solo Artist Preview Exhibit
premieres one piece by each of the
nine solo artists on the 2014
exhibition calendar, which include
photographers, collage artists,
sculptors, and painters. A panel of
outside jurors select the solo exhibits
at The Art League in a process that
happens two years in advance.

Art Exhibit. See “No Room For Doubt,”
abstract works on wood, canvas and
paper by Kristen Hayes through Jan.
26 at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Free. Visit nvfaa.org or 703-548-
0035.

Art Exhibit. Artist John Gascot of
Studio 4, 218 N. Lee St., suite 101,
creates an art exhibit to honor the
life journeys of transgender
individuals. It will be on display
through January. Gallery hours are
Thursday-Saturday, noon-7 p.m. and
Sunday from noon-5 p.m. or by
appointment. Visit
www.studio4oldtown.com for more.

Art Exhibit. See “Primary Colors” art
exhibit from Jan. 3-Feb. 2 at The Del
Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave. Artists use the three primary
colors without mixing them. Free.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Art Exhibit. See a solo photographic
exhibit “Darkness Visible” by Timothy
Hyde at Multiple Exposures Gallery
in the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
St. Runs Jan. 7 through Feb. 16.
Hyde’s photography examines the
mysteries hidden in the shadows.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org.

Theater Performance. Arts on the
Horizon presents “Under the

Canopy,” a 20-minute interactive,
nonverbal show for children up to
age 4. Performances are Feb. 12-14,
16, 17, 19-21, 23 at 10:30 a.m. at
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. $5/
person. Tickets at www.artsonthe
horizon.org or at the door.

Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington St.,
through Sunday, March 23. This
exhibit traces life in Alexandria
following Virginia’s decision to
secede from the Union in May 1861.
The Lyceum is open Monday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Suggested
admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.

CLASSES
Metro Club After-School Program.

From Sept. 9-June 2014, the
Metropolitan School of Arts presents
an after-school program for grades 1-
6. The program is located at both the
Lorton studio at Workhouse Arts
Center, 9517 Workhouse Way and in
Alexandria at 5775 Barclay Drive.
Programs will focus on the arts,
including music, dance, theatre, yoga
and academics, as well as designated
homework time. The program will
run Mondays, 1-6 p.m., and Tuesday-
Friday, 3-6 p.m. Tuition runs from
$130-150. Call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union Street.
Photographers and enthusiasts of all
skill levels are invited to share work,
ideas, and questions at this free
workshop held on the last Sunday of
each month, except December. No
reservations. Call 703-683-2205.

SATURDAY/JAN. 4
Show. Doors open at 10 a.m., show

starts at 11 a.m. at Old Town
Theater, 815 King St. “Dezmo and
the Secret Power of Knowledge” will

Entertainment

Live Music
Focus Music presents contemporary folk singer-songwriter Joe Crookston with Tiffany Thompson on Sunday, Jan.

19, 7 p.m. at Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St. Ohio native Joe Crookston is the classic
traveling troubadour, accompanied by guitar, banjo or fiddle, plus an amplified foot-stomping box. Now based in Ithaca,
N.Y., he has released his third CD, “Darkling and the Bluebird Jubilee.” Since 2008, D.C.-based Tiffany Thompson has
toured as a solo artist, fusing story-telling folk and pop songs with an often jazzy sound. Visit www.joecrookston.com
or www.tiffanythompsonmusic.com. $18/$15 for advance sales and members, visit www.focusmusic.org/
concerts_alexandria.php

be performed for children. $15/
person. Visit www.theoldtown
theater.com/ for more.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. The
Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic will perform. This is a
rescheduled concert from Dec. 8.
$20/adult; children 18 and under are
free. Visit www.wmpamusic.org or
703-799-8229.

SUNDAY/JAN. 5
Twelfth Night. 6 p.m. at Christ

Church, 118 N. Washington St.
Armonia Nova, an ensemble of
historical instruments and voices
celebrates 12 years of Twelfth Night
concerts with more than a dozen
seasonal early music gems from
England, France, Germany and
Spain. Constance Whiteside,
medieval/baroque harps; Craig
Resta, vielle & baroque violin; Corey
McKnight and Jay White
countertenors. Donations welcomed.
Visit www.armonianova.org.

MONDAY/JAN. 6
Second Thursday Music. 7 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Hear
music by The Noctonals. $10. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Choral Evensong. 7:30 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 S. Pitt
St. Enjoy music on the Feast of the
Epiphany. Free. Optional donation
will benefit St. Paul’s Lazarus
Ministry. 703-549-3312 for more.

TUESDAY/JAN. 7
Salon-Style Series. 6-8 p.m. at

Morrison House, 116 S. Alfred St.
Catherine B. Hollan will discuss
American silver. Free, food and drink
for purchase. Visit
www.morrisonhouse.com or
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

THURSDAY/JAN. 9
Opening Reception. 6:30-8 p.m. at

the Torpedo Factory Art Center, on
the waterfront in Old Town
Alexandria at 105 N Union St. Call
703-683-1780 or visit
www.theartleague.org. The Art
League’s Solo Artist Preview Exhibit
premieres one piece by each of the
nine solo artists on the 2014
exhibition calendar, which include

photographers, collage artists,
sculptors, and painters.

FRIDAY/JAN. 10
Music Performance. See Ricky

Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder at The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. 7:30 p.m. $39.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for tickets.

SATURDAY/JAN. 11
Dance Performance. 2 p.m. at

Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “Mouse of Amherst,”
adapted from the book “Mouse in
House” by Elizabeth Spires. $15/
adult; $10/child. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111.

Dance Performance. 7 p.m. Jane
Franklin Dance presents “See” at
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. $20. Visit
janefranklin.com or 703-933-1111.

Music Performance. See Ricky
Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder at The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. 7:30 p.m. $39.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for tickets.

SUNDAY/JAN. 12
Performance. Doors open at 1:30

p.m., show at 2 p.m. at Grace
Episcopal School, 3601 Russell Road.
Families can enjoy a performance by
Rocknoceros. $5/person. Visit
rocknoceros.com for more.

Gallery Talk. 2-3:30 p.m. Kristen
Hayes will lead a talk about her
exhibit “No Room For Doubt” at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Free. Visit
nvfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Dance Performance. 2 p.m. at
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “Mouse of Amherst,”
adapted from the book “Mouse in
House” by Elizabeth Spires. $15/
adult; $10/child. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111.

Opening Reception. 2-4 p.m. meet
the artist of “Darkness Visible,”
Timothy Hyde at Multiple Exposures
Gallery in the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. Runs Jan. 7 through
Feb. 16. Hyde’s photography
examines the mysteries hidden in the
shadows. Visit

www.torpedofactory.org for more.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 15
Swing Dance. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s

Nightclub, 642 S. Pickett St. Dance to
music by The Grandsons. $10.

FRIDAY/JAN. 17
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Jackson Edwards (of the
WeatherVanes) will open for Junior
Brown. Visit www.birchmere.com or
703-549-7500 for tickets.

SATURDAY/JAN. 18
Dance Performance. 2 p.m. at

Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “Mouse of Amherst,”
adapted from the book “Mouse in
House” by Elizabeth Spires. $15/
adult; $10/child. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111.

Opening Reception. 6-9 p.m. artist
John Gascot of Studio 4, 218 N. Lee
St., suite 101, creates an art exhibit
to honor the life journeys of
transgender individuals. It will be on
display the whole month of January.
Gallery hours are Thursday-Saturday,
noon-7 p.m. and Sunday from noon-5
p.m. or by appointment. Visit
www.studio4oldtown.com for more.

Dance Performance. 7 p.m. at
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “The Trickster,” a
multidisciplinary work in
collaboration with percussionist Tom
Teasley. $20/person. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111. Tickets can be purchased at the
door.

SUNDAY/JAN. 19
“From Board Game to Book.”

Noon-4 p.m. at Del Ray Artisans
gallery at the Nicholas A. Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Stacy Rausch teaches participants to
create a one-of-a-kind art book using
a board game as the cover with
traditional book-binding methods
and materials. The fee (all supplies
included) is just $48 for Del Ray
Artisans members, $53 for non-
members. Register at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection,
2280 N. Beauregard St. Focus Music
presents folk singer-songwriters Joe
Crookston with Tiffany Thompson.
$18/door; $15/advance or member.
703-380-3151.

MONDAY/JAN. 20
Talk. 7 p.m. at at The Athenaeum, 201

Prince St. Michael Mark Ludlow will
discuss “19th Century Conspicuous
Consumption: Artistic Examples of
Alexandria’s Unique Cast Iron
Downspouts.” Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Dance Performance. 2 p.m. at

Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “Penelope’s Pesky Pen,”
inspired by a children’s book by
Frank Dormer. $10-$15/person. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111.

Dance Performance. 7 p.m. at
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “The Trickster,” a
multidisciplinary work in
collaboration with percussionist Tom
Teasley. $20/person. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111 or get tickets at the door.

Tiffany ThompsonJoe Crookston
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127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

The Finest Country French
Cuisine in Old Town for 30 Years.

• Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
• Frog Legs • Beef Wellington

 • Split Pea Soup • Cassoulet
 • Venison • Coq au Vin

Winter Specials

Old Town

Beatley, 5005 Duke St. Call 703-746-1702.
Duncan, 2501 Commonwealth Ave. Call 703-746-1705.
Burke Branch, 4701 Seminary Road. Call 703-746-1704.
Barrett Branch, 717 Queen St. Call 703-746-1703.
Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

ONGOING
Book a Librarian. At the Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central

Library, 5005 Duke St, for help with research or to
better understand the library’s databases and resources.
Make an appointment by calling 703-746-1751.

Computer Tutoring. At the Charles E. Beatley, Jr.
Central Library, 5005 Duke St. Individual assistance
from a librarian. Call 703-746-1751.

SUNDAY/JAN. 5
Superhero Sunday. 2 p.m. at Beatley Library. Watch a

movie about superheroes. Call for title.

MONDAY/JAN. 6
Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley Library, 5005

Duke St. Children ages 12-23 months can enjoy stories
and more.

Baby Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library. Songs, fingerplays
and bounces for babies up to 11 months. Free.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at Beatley Central
Library. Children up to 11 months with adult. Free.

Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at Barrett Branch
Library. Children up to 11 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free.

TUESDAY/JAN. 7
Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. or 11 a.m. at Duncan

Library. Children ages 1-4 can enjoy stories and more.
Sign up half-hour before. Free.

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at Barrett Branch
Library. Children ages 12-23 months can enjoy games,
rhymes and more. Free.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley Library. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke Branch Library. Children
ages 2-3 can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at Barrett Branch Library.
Children age 2 and up can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at Beatley Central
Library. Children up to 11 months with adult. Free.

Author Talk. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library. Chris Dietzel will
discuss and sign the book “The Man Who Watched the
World End.” Free.

Game Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library. Children ages 8-
12 can play games against friends or meet new people
to play against. Free.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 8
Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at Barrett Branch

Library. Children ages 12-23 months can enjoy games,
rhymes and more. Free.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley Library. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and more. Free.
Registration required.

Baby Rhythm & Rhyme Time. 11 a.m. at Burke Branch
Library. Children ages 0-18 months can enjoy music,
movement and more. Free.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at Barrett Branch Library.
Children age 2 and up can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Spanish Story Time. 1 p.m. at Beatley Library. All ages
and abilities can enjoy stories and more in Spanish.
Free.

Mystery Book Club. 2 p.m. at Burke Library. Call for
title.

Hitchcock Film Series. 6:30 p.m. at Duncan Branch
Library. Watch a movie and then discuss it at St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub. Free.

Author Talk. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library. Ninad Jog will
discuss and sign the books “Ninny Natter” and “The Tiny
World of Vinod Saney.” Free.

Lego Family Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library. Families
can enjoy building together and more. Free.

Pajama Story Time. 7 p.m. or 8 p.m. at Duncan Library.
Children can come dressed in their favorite outfit/
pajamas and listen to stories. Free.

THURSDAY/JAN. 9
Mother Goose Story Time. 10 a.m. at Duncan Library.

Children ages 12-24 months can enjoy stories and more.
Sign up half-hour before. Free.

Mother Goose Story Time. 10 a.m. at Duncan Library.
Children ages 12-24 months can enjoy stories and more.
Sign up half-hour before. Free.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library. Children ages 3-5
can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley Library. Children

ages 12-23 months can enjoy stories and more.
Story Time. 4 p.m. at Barrett Branch Library. Children

ages 3 and up can enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
Survival at the Edge of Space. 4 p.m. at Burke Branch

Library. Learn how high altitude pilots and astronauts
survive at the edge of space and beyond.

Blockbuster Thursday. 6:30 p.m. at Beatley Library.
Call for title. Free.

Knit Nite. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library. Students in grade 4-
12 can learn to knit and complete projects under the
guidance of experienced knitters. Free.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Branch Library. Children
ages 3-7 can come dressed in their favorite outfit/
pajamas and listen to stories. Free.

FRIDAY/JAN. 10
Homeschool Game Hour. 10 a.m. at Duncan Branch

Library. Educational game time for homeschool children
ages 5-10. Free.

SATURDAY/JAN. 11
Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley Library. All ages

can enjoy stories and songs. Free.

SUNDAY/JAN. 12
Music Performance. 2 p.m. at Beatley Library. Lee

Istrail and Telegraph String Band will perform. Free.

MONDAY/JAN. 13
Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley Library, 5005

Duke St. Children ages 12-23 months can enjoy stories
and more.

Baby Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library. Songs, fingerplays
and bounces for babies up to 11 months. Free.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at Beatley Central
Library. Children up to 11 months with adult. Free.

Teen Movie. 4 p.m. at Duncan Branch Library. Children
in grades 6 and up can watch a movie. Free.

Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at Barrett Branch
Library. Children up to 11 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free.

Interfaith Book Club. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library. Discuss
nonfiction works that strive to find common ground
through recognizing and celebrating common values.
Free.

Let’s Talk Books. 7 p.m. at Barrett Branch Library.
Discuss “Beautiful Ruins” by Jess Walter. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Duncan Poetry Society. 7 p.m. at St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub,
2300 Mount Vernon Ave. Read and discuss song lyrics
from musicians and writers from the late sixties and
early seventies. Free.

TUESDAY/JAN. 14
Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. or 11 a.m. at Duncan

Library. Children ages 1-4 can enjoy stories and more.
Sign up half-hour before. Free.

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at Barrett Branch
Library. Children ages 12-23 months can enjoy games,
rhymes and more. Free.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley Library. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke Branch Library. Children
ages 2-3 can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at Barrett Branch Library.
Children age 2 and up can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at Beatley Central
Library. Children up to 11 months with adult. Free.

Paws to Read. 5:30 p.m. at Duncan Library. Children in
grades 1-6 can read to friendly dogs. Registration
required.

Science Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library. Children ages 8-
12 can learn how things work, from building bridges to
treasure hunting maps. Free.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 15
Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at Barrett Branch

Library. Children ages 12-23 months can enjoy games,
rhymes and more. Free.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley Library. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Baby Rhythm & Rhyme Time. 11 a.m. at Burke Branch
Library. Children ages 0-18 months can enjoy music,
rhymes and movement. Free.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at Barrett Branch Library.
Children age 2 and up can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Afternoon Book Discussion. 2 p.m. at Burke Library.
Discuss “Salvage the Bones” by Jesmyn Ward. Free.

Paws to Read. 5:30 p.m. at Burke Library. Children in
grades 1-6 can read to friendly dogs. Registration
required. Call 703-746-1773 or email mmcguire@
alexandria.lib.va.us to register for a 15min slot.

At the Library
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Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Sports

T
he year 2013 provided several
memorable moments in local
sports. For T.C. Williams, the
football program qualified for

the playoffs for the first time since 1990 and
the girls’ basketball team won a district title.
For St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes, the boys’ soc-
cer team won a state championship and
field hockey coach Marsha Way reached 500
career victories. Bishop Ireton’s boys’ bas-
ketball team reached the WCAC semifinals
for the first time in school history.

Here is a look at the top moments in Al-
exandria sports for 2013.

and summer ‘green’ days was critical. Many
of our seniors led the way all through the
activities mentioned above. For any team,
especially football, senior leadership is the
key.”

The Titans entered the 6A North region
playoffs as the No. 9 seed and traveled to
face South County. T.C. Williams held a 21-
14 lead with 6:11 remaining in the second
quarter, but South County outscored the
Titans 37-6 for the remainder of the con-
test, winning 51-27.

SSSAS Boys’ Soccer Wins
State Championship

The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes boys’ soc-
cer team in 2013 reached the state final four
for the fifth consecutive season. The previ-
ous four trips resulted in just one appear-
ance in the state championship game, which
the Saints lost in 2011.

“It was our fifth trip to the final four,”
SSSA head coach Bo Amato wrote in an
email, “and we were starting to feel Buf-
falo Bill like.”

The Buffalo Bills reached the Super Bowl
four straight seasons during the 1990s but
came up short each time.

St. Stephen’s defeated Collegiate 3-0 in
the state semifinals on Nov. 6 and beat Cape
Henry Collegiate 1-0 in the state final on
Nov. 8. The Saints finished the season with
a 19-2-2 record and won the IAC champi-
onship.

“[My] fondest memory was the relief of
our coaching staff at winning, not joy, we
were just relieved to win and remove the
curse of just falling short,” Amato wrote.
“It was spectacular to see the joy on the
faces of players, school admin, parents. The
reason we won is because the players acted
like athletes of the ’70s: hard work, deter-
mination, coachability, team before indi-
vidual gain. Freshmen to seniors, there was
no arrogance, the group of men played and
practiced as one.

“It was a spectacular year, one that as a
coach you really should consider retiring
because it will never be better than that,
well maybe an undefeated season, but
frankly this was better than that because
every game for the most part was a one-
goal game into the final 10 minutes.”

The state championship game was played
in Richmond, but the Saints had a support-
ive following.

“The biggest memory of the year was that
we had 200 people from students, parents,
relatives and school staff and admin make
the drive to Richmond on the Friday in
heavy traffic to cheer on their beloved
school on a freezing evening,” Amato wrote.
“We have never had that many people watch
our games before. The reason they went to
watch versus other years was because the
lads on the team were gentlemen and liked
on campus, their parents are class, as well.
Not often you have great parents and play-
ers on a team. Normally, the odd parent
moans about playing time and positions.

These parents let the coaches do their best
and supported us and their children to the
max.”

SSSAS Field Hockey
Coach Reaches 500 Wins

Marsha Way, in her 35th season coaching
the St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes field hockey
program, reached 500 career victories when
the Saints defeated Good Counsel 2-0 on
Sept. 10.

The school held a celebration for Way’s
accomplishment on Sept. 24, after the
Saints had defeated Pennsylvania’s
Mercersburg Academy 5-1.

“Coach Way is a really unique coach be-
cause I respect her so much as a person that
when I step out on the field I want to play
well for her almost more than for myself,”
senior captain Kathryn Cavallo said on Sept.
24. “She’s always positive, always really
pushing you to be the best person that you
can be. … She’s definitely helped me be-
come a stronger leader in my personal life,
as well.”

SSSA finished the season with an 18-4-1
record. Along the way, the Saints captured
Way’s 22nd Independent School League
season championship and her 21st ISL tour-
nament title.

When asked about her fondest memory
of reaching 500 wins, Way wrote: “Seeing
so many of my former players come back
to celebrate the achievement with me and
this year’s team.”

Bishop Ireton Boys’
Reach WCAC Semifinals

After years of finishing near the bottom
of the WCAC standings, members of the
Bishop Ireton boys’ basketball team entered
the 2012-13 season hoping to surprise the
conference.

When the postseason rolled around, the
Cardinals took advantage of their opportu-
nity.

Bishop Ireton, seeded No. 8 in the WCAC
tournament, defeated No. 1 Gonzaga 67-
58 in the quarterfinals on Feb. 23. The win
earned Ireton its first trip to the WCAC semi-
finals in school history.

The Cardinals beat Gonzaga despite blow-
ing a 10-point lead.

“I think it’s a program-changer and I hope
recruits out there see it and I hope we real-
ize that anything is possible,” Ireton head
coach Neil Berkman said last season. “We’ve
been coming close the entire year and
haven’t been able to get over the hump and
when they erased our 10-point lead at half-
time and tied it up, everybody was like,
‘Here we go again,’ including the coaches.

“We got over the hump with some tough-
ness and some gang rebounding and mak-
ing big plays at the big time. Going through
the wars every day in the WCAC just made
our team resilient.”

Bishop Ireton finished the season with an

18-15 record — the program’s first winning
season since 1986.

“My fondest memory was celebrating with
our players, coaches, staff, parents, and
fans,” Berkman wrote about reaching the
WCAC semifinals. “It was a terrific moment
for our school and program. Our team per-
severed through numerous close defeats
and it was extremely gratifying to exhibit
that resilience and finish the major upset.
We were able to achieve the only No. 8 beat-
ing a No. 1 in WCAC history (and knocking
off the No. 1 team in DC and nationally-
ranked Gonzaga) because our entire team
bought into the consummate team concept.
We continued to compete every possession
and put together an entire quality 32 min-
utes. It was a special moment for Bishop
Ireton basketball: first semifinal appearance
and our school’s first winning season in 26
years!”

Top Sports Moments of 2013 in Alexandria

T.C. Williams Football
Snaps Playoff Drought

The T.C. Williams football program pos-
sesses a trio of state championships and
gained national recognition through the
2000 Disney movie “Remember the Titans,”
starring Denzel Washington. But after the
Titans reached the playoffs in 1990, neither
past gridiron glory nor Hollywood fame
helped the Titans reach the postseason for
the next 22 years.

T.C. Williams sniffed the playoffs in re-
cent years, but fell just short in 2009 and
2010. In 2012, the Titans closed the season
with a four-game winning streak and en-
tered 2013 with a talented defense and ex-
pectations of ending the drought.

Then the Titans went out and did the job.
T.C. Williams qualified for the playoffs for

the first time since 1990, finishing the regu-
lar season with a 7-3 record, including a
38-2 season-opening win over Oakton and
a 24-14 victory against rival West Potomac
in the regular-season finale.

“[My] fondest memory was, by far, the
victory over West Potomac,” T.C. Williams
head coach Dennis Randolph wrote in an
email. “It was a great ending to the regular
season with a win that gave us a [rivalry]
victory and enabled us to finish 7-3. Best
record at TC in a long time.”

Why was the 2013 team able to snap the
program’s lengthy playoff drought?

“The reason we were able to make the
playoffs and finish 7-3 was the hard work
put in by the senior leadership,” Randolph
wrote. “Starting in the weight room, 7-on-
7 competitions, spring camp, and the spring

T.C. Williams receiver Tyrice Henry
catches a pass during the Titans’
first playoff appearance in more
than two decades.
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T.C. Girls’ Basketball
Are District Champions

The T.C. Williams girls’ basketball team
in 2013 reached the Patriot District cham-
pionship game for the third consecutive
season. This time, the Titans took home the
title.

T.C. defeated Woodson 58-35 in the Pa-
triot District final on Feb. 15 at Lake
Braddock Secondary School. It was the Ti-
tans’ first district championship since 2009.

“The best memory of winning the district
title was definitely cutting down the nets
with my team,” T.C. Williams guard Angie
Schedler wrote in an email. “We know how
hard we worked every day and when we
accomplished a goal like that, it proved to
everyone else that we were definitely one
of the most hard-working teams. We were
able to win the title because we came to-
gether and fought hard for 32 minutes. We
started the game off right and continued it
throughout the entire game, as well as shut-
ting down their top shooter.”

Against Woodson in the district final,
Schedler’s defense helped limit Woodson
sharpshooter Keara Finnerty to 10 points
two days after she scored 40 against West
Springfield in the semifinals. Schedler
scored 14 points against Woodson. T.C.
guard Rejoice Spivey led all scorers with 29
points.

— Jon Roetman

The T.C. Williams girls’ basketball
team won the 2013 Patriot District
championship.
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You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Clean Up...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

EmploymentEmployment

LOOKING FOR A REWARDING CAREER?
Become a Nurse Aide

Find out how.
Global Health College

1-866-440-3535
SCHEV Certified, ACICS Accredited

Healthcare Provider
needed to provide AM routine for a good-

nature, 48 yr. old disabled veteran. 
No exp. needed, will train the right 

person, good opportunity too learn health-
care. Must have valid driver's license, 

own transportation & lift 175 lbs. 
Call (703) 751-3338.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

OOBBIITTUUAARRYY
SSttaannlleeyy  HH..  SStteeaarrmmaann,,   8844  

died after a short illness Friday, December 13, 2013 at 

The Villages, FL. He had a Shoe Department in VA for 

many years. After his retirement he worked at 

Nordstrom's in Pentagon City. Survivors include his wife 

Udis (Taffi); daughter's Bonni and Jodi; granddaughter 

Ashley Anne; and brother Lewis of Alexandria, VA. 

Services will be held at King David Memorial Gardens, 

Falls Church, VA on Thursday, January 2, 2014 at 

11:30AM. The family will be receiving guests Friday 

through Sunday in Columbia, MD. 

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Green Paradise Alexandria, 
LLC trading New Grand Mart, 
6255 Little River Tnpk,Alexan-
dria, VA 22312. The above es-
tablishment  is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for Wine 
and Beer Off Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Lydia Lee, mem-
ber, LLC
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

108 Personal Services

Personal Care 

Provider:  
Continuing Education 

medical student looking 
for live-in situation:  
2004 CNA Certified 

W/references available  
Contact:240/412-9737

Legal Notices
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provision of
section 4-1-16 of the code of

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department

located at 3600 Wheeler
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

is now in possession of
unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,

lawn equipment, money,
scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to

the property should file a claim
to the property with

reasonable proof of ownership
or the items will be sold,
destroyed, converted or

donated. For a  complete
listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the 

Police Property Section at
(703) 746-6709.

Richard E. Gutting, Jr.
Richard E. Gutting, Jr. died December

24, 2013 in Alexandria, VA. He was 70.
Mr. Gutting graduated from Stanford
University and Stanford Law School in
1968 to pursue a 45-year career of law,
government service, writing and teach-
ing. He was President of the National
Fisheries Institute and partner with the
law firm of Redmon, Peyton and
Braswell. Mr. Gutting also served as
general counsel for fisheries of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, counsel for the
Subcommittee on Fisheries and Wildlife
Conservation of the U.S. House of
Representatives and as legal advisor to
the President’s Council on Environmental
Quality. He is survived by his wife of 37
years, Jimmie B. Cook, his son David J.
Gutting and his wife Monica of Santa
Rosa, California, his daughter Gretchen E.
Curtis of Menlo Park, California, four
granddaughters Alondra Gutting of Santa
Rosa, CA, Linnea Gutting of Santa Rosa,
CA, Natalie J. Curtis of Menlo Park, CA,
and Stella M. Curtis of Menlo Park, CA. He
also leaves one sister Anne L. Gutting of
Huntington, NY. His family thanks
Richard’s many friends and neighbors for
the extraordinary love and support as he
battled his final illness. Services will be
private. Expressions of sympathy may be
made in the form of a donation to the
Alexandria Seaport Foundation, P.O. Box
25036, Alexandria, VA 22313
www.alexandriaseaport.org

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

News

Developer
Carr Hospi-
tality wants
to build
this hotel
at the
northeast
intersec-
tion of
Union and
Duke
streets.

Looking at the Year Ahead
From Page 1

a proposed new Metro station at Potomac
Yard. The station could cost anywhere from
$200 million to $500 million, depending on
the location and design that emerges from
the environmental impact statement pro-
cess — if city leaders decide to move for-
ward with it. The new debt would cause
the city to exceed its own debt limits, and
the National Park Service has raised con-
cerns that a station would violate a scenic
easement from the George Washington Na-
tional Parkway.

❖ Sewage Solution: In the next few years,
Old Town will be required to do something
about the 10 million gallons of raw sewage
the city dumps into the Potomac River each
year. The problem is the “combined” sewer
system that was installed in the 1800s, cut-
ting edge in its day but outdated now. The
system mixes storm-water runoff with un-
treated sewage. One option would be dig-
ging up 540 acres of Old Town streets,
which would cost about $200 million and
take years to complete. A more likely op-
tion is building underground storage units
similar to ones in the District of Columbia,
which would cost anywhere from $100 mil-
lion to $200 million.

❖ Eminent Domain: In 2014,
Washington’s Birthday won’t be merely a
celebration of the hometown Founding Fa-
ther. It will also be the deadline for some
kind of agreement between city officials and
leaders of the Old Dominion Boat Club.
Back in November, members of the Alexan-
dria City Council adopted a motion setting
a 90-day deadline for a resolution of a long-
running conflict. If no agreement is struck,
City Council members have indicated they
are willing to move forward with steps to
take a parking lot at the foot of King Street
using the power of eminent domain.

❖ Waterfront Hotel: Now that that the
controversial waterfront plan is cleared of
most of the legal hurdles standing in the
way, developers are eager to benefit from
the increased zoning. The new zoning ap-
proved by members of the Alexandria City
Council almost triples density at three wa-
terfront sites compared to what’s there now.

One of the developers is Carr Hospitality,
which is seeking approval to develop a 120-
room hotel at the Cummings property,
which is located at the northeast corner of
the intersection of Union and Duke streets.
Members of the Board of Architectural Re-
view have been critical of the project, al-
though members of the Planning Commis-
sion may have a more favorable opinion
when it comes before them early in the year.

❖ Another Election: The 2014 mid-year
election will feature two congressional
races. One is 11-term U.S. Rep. Jim Moran
(D-8), a former Alexandria mayor who was
first elected in 1990. In the last election,
Moran had three challengers: Republican
Patrick Murray, Independent Green Party
candidate Janet Murphy and independent
candidate Jason Howell. Moran won with
65 percent of the vote. The other race on
the ballot this year will be U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner, an Old Town resident and former
governor who was first elected in 2008.
That was the year he beat former governor
Jim Gilmore with 65 percent of the vote.
The Republicans have decided that they will
choose their Senate candidate using a state-
wide convention rather than a primary.

❖ Hold Your Wallet: Members of the Al-
exandria City Council have directed City
Manager Rashad Young to deliver a budget
that does not raise the tax rate, launching
the annual budget season that will heat up
in February. That’s when the city manager
will present his proposal, which will be
amended by City Council members before
they approve a final spending plan in May.
The last budget had a historic four-cent in-
crease in the tax rate, the largest tax hike
in recent memory.

❖ New Prosecutor: In January, longtime
Commonwealth’s Attorney Randy Sengel
will step down after almost two decades in
office. He will be replaced by Bryan Porter,
son of former T.C. Williams Principal John
Porter. Sengel was appointed
commonwealth’s attorney in February 1997,
when John Kloch became a Circuit Court
judge. He ran for office later that year and
won, eventually serving four four-year
terms at the city courthouse.
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