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Garza Proposes
$2.5 Billion
Schools Budget
News, Page 8

Let Sun Shine on Virginia’s
Financial Disclosure Laws
News, Page 3

‘Really Strong
Dancers,

Powerhouse
Singers’

News, Page 12

Page 8

Striking catlike poses are (from left)
Fairfax High senior Logan Floyd, playing
Bombalurina, and Marshall High’s
Delaney Conway, playing Demeter.
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9416. The deadline for submissions is the
Friday prior to publication. Dated announce-
ments should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

SATURDAY/JAN. 18
Dog adoption event. 12- 3 p.m. PETCO,

Greenbriar Towncenter, 13053 Lee Jackson
Mem. Hwy., Fairfax. 703-817-9444
hart90.org

Teen Advisory Board Meeting. 3 p.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road,
Burke. TAB meets once a week to help shape
the library’s young adult collection,
programming and outreach projects.

SUNDAY/JAN. 19
Our Children: Fostering, Mentoring and

Adoption in Virginia. 3-5 p.m. Clifton
Community Hall, 12641 Chapel Rd., Clifton.
Coordinator of Fairfax Families4Kids will
talk about their work at the local and state
level working and advocating for the welfare
of children and specifically with fostering,
mentoring and adoption. We will hear how
we can become involved and make a
difference in the lives of children.

SUNDAY/JAN. 19, 26 - FEB. 9, 16, 23
“Religions & Cultures of the Middle

East”, six-class series taught by Johnnie
Hicks of George Mason University, formerly
of the Tehran American School in Iran. 3-
4:30 p.m. Grace Presbyterian Church, 7434

Bath St., Springfield. 703-451-2900.

TUESDAY/JAN. 21
Music Together. 10:30 a.m. Burke Centre

Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke. Enjoy
singing, movement and instrument play with
music teacher Miss Shannon. Ages 8 months-
4 years with an adult.

Pohick Evening Book Discussion Group.
7 p.m. Pohick Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 22
Animal Crackers. 10:30 a.m. Burke Centre

Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Develop your child’s early literacy skills with
stories, songs and activities about animals!
Age 3-5 with adult.

Pohick English Conversation Group. 7
p.m. Pohick Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Practice English with others
and improve your skills. Adults.

THURSDAY/JAN. 23
English Conversation Group. 7 p.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Practice English with others and improve
your skills. Adults.

MONDAY/JAN. 27
Pohick Prose Society. 7 p.m. Pohick Library,

6450 Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Help with
using eReaders, tablets, computers and
mobile devices to access library eBooks.
Adults.

Bulletin Board

T
he City of Fairfax announces the ap-
pointment of Brooke Hardin as the
city’s director of the Community

Development and Planning Department.
Hardin, who has served as the city’s Plan-
ning Division chief since 2011, will begin
his role immediately.

He spent nearly a decade with the City of
Richmond, Va., finishing his service as that
city’s deputy director of Planning and De-
velopment Review Department.

He also worked in economic development
for Isle of Wight County, Va., and is a mem-
ber of the American Institute of Certified
Planners.

Hardin, who lives in the city, earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in government
and politics from George Mason University
and a Masters of Science degree in urban
and regional planning from Virginia Tech.

The City of Fairfax Community Develop-
ment and Planning Department provides
oversight for all city land use — residen-
tial, planned development, commercial or
industrial uses — including zoning, plan-
ning, design review, site plans and demo-
graphics.

Hardin replaces David Hudson, who re-
tired in December 2013 after nearly 30
years of service with the city.

Brooke Hardin to Lead Development
and Planning Department

News

T
he annual Chocolate Lovers Festi-
val valentine this year features the
original Fairfax High School build-

ing, drawn by Fairfax artist Jackie Liedl.
Each valentine includes a coupon for five

$1 pogs for use at the Taste of Chocolate,
which takes place Feb. 1-2, 2014 in Old
Town Hall, 3999 University Drive. The lim-
ited edition valentines cost $5 through Jan.
31, 2014. If supplies last, valentines will be
sold for $7 during the festival at the Taste
of Chocolate in Old Town Hall.

The original Fairfax High School build-
ing was constructed in 1935 on Lee High-
way (now Fairfax Boulevard).

Student growth and technological ad-
vancements led to the construction of the

“new” Fairfax High School facility on Old
Lee Highway and Rebel Run in 1972. Cur-
rently, the building houses Paul VI High
School.

Valentines are available now from:
❖ City Hall, 10455 Armstrong Street,

Room 316 (City Manager’s Office; 703-385-
7855); open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days, excluding holidays

❖ Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center,
10209 Main Street (703-385-8414); open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., excluding holidays

For information about the 2014 Choco-
late Lovers Festival, visit the Chocolate Lov-
ers Festival website at
www.chocolatefestival.net or call 703-385-
1661.

Chocolate Lovers Valentine
Features ‘Old’ Fairfax High
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News

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

A
s members of the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly convene for the
first time since last February, leg-
islators are stampeding to intro-

duce ethics legislation in response to the
gift scandal which engulfed then Gov. Rob-
ert F. McDonnell (R).

The revelations last spring about numer-
ous undisclosed gifts and purported loans
from businessman Jonnie Williams to
McDonnell — including a $6,500 Rolex
watch engraved to the “71st Governor of
Virginia” and $35,000 in gifts and catering
for his daughters’ weddings — shined a
spotlight on Virginia’s porous financial dis-
closure laws.

McDonnell, who remains under federal
investigation over his relationship with
Williams, pointed to various loopholes in
existing state law as reasons for not disclos-
ing gifts, noting that state law requires only
the disclosure of gifts directly to officehold-
ers, and not their families.

Following the principle cited by Supreme
Court Justice Louis Brandeis that “Sunlight
is said to be the best of disinfectants,” state
Sen. Chap Petersen (D-Fairfax) has intro-
duced an ethics reform package which he
says “makes the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) a centerpiece.”

PETERSEN’S BILLS would increase dis-
closure, limit contributions and gifts, pro-
hibit the use of private law firms for state
business, and create an ethics commission,
ideally with subpoena power, to hold legis-
lators accountable and increase transpar-
ency.

“The era of Rolexes, lake-house vacations,
and $150,000 loans must end,” Petersen
said. “For far too long those of us who serve
in Richmond have relied on super-sized
political contributions to fund our cam-
paigns. That is a part of our current flawed
culture. Working Virginians don’t see cam-
paign donations larger than their yearly
incomes as ‘no strings attached.’ They see a
transaction.”

Petersen’s package of ethical reform bills
takes its place alongside several others an-
nounced last week, including a bipartisan
reform package unveiled Tuesday, Jan. 7,
by House Majority Leader M. Kirkland Cox
(R-Colonial Heights) and House Minority
Leader David J. Toscano (D-Charlottesville).

Under the Kirkland-Toscano bill, reforms
include:

❖ A $250 cap on tangible gifts to offi-
cials and their immediate family members

from lobbyists or people with business be-
fore the state.

❖ A ban on solicitation of those gifts.
❖ The requirement that family members’

finances and gifts be disclosed.
❖ The creation of an ethics commission

that would serve as a resource, providing
legislators guidance on issues that may pose
a conflict of interest.

“What we have really tried to do here is
take the best parts of our current system,
which is fairly strict reporting accountabil-
ity, and in targeted areas, we’ve really tried
to beef that up and really get at some of
the problems,” Cox said at a news confer-
ence in Richmond last week with Republi-
can and Democratic leaders.

Petersen said his proposals differed sig-
nificantly from the House bill.

“I’m not overly impressed by the ‘biparti-
san compromise’ announced in the House
this week. My package has teeth. My inten-
tion is to change the culture, not just close
the loopholes,” Petersen said in an inter-
view on Wednesday, Jan. 8.

“The other issue that’s part of my proposal
is making FOIA the centerpiece,” Petersen
said. “I think my FOIA bill is critical for
bringing more transparency to this process.
That’s a huge difference, because without
that it’s really hard to know what’s going

on and it’s for people and the media to in-
vestigate. ”

Petersen said he wants his ethics commis-
sion to have subpoena power, which would
give the group the authority to compel law-
makers to testify and produce evidence, or
face a penalty for failure to comply.

According to the National Conference of
State Legislatures, more than 40 states have
similar ethics commissions, most with sub-
poena power.

Petersen said he has long been bothered
by the lack of financial transparency in Vir-
ginia, and the ensuing erosion of the public’s
trust.

WHEN REPORTS ABOUT THE ROLEX
surfaced last July, Petersen sent a letter to
the governor asking him to “come clean on
this matter” by explaining the gifts, deny-
ing the reports, or resigning from office. He
became the first Virginia lawmaker to sug-
gest McDonnell’s resignation in the wake
of the deepening controversy over the lav-
ish gifts.

“For too long, we’ve said ‘hey, we’re hon-
orable gentleman, we can police ourselves,’
Unfortunately, there have been too many
recent incidents to contradict that,” Petersen
said.

“That’s why I’ve introduced four bills that

will increase the public’s right to know, limit
campaign contributions to $20K per candi-
date from a single donor, end the soaking
of taxpayers by white-shoe law firms, and
start a truly independent and distinguished
ethics commission that includes everyday
citizens to hold legislators accountable.”

But Del. Dave Albo (R-42) said he wasn’t
overly impressed with Petersen’s bills, and
he supports the bipartisan compromise.

“The bipartisan House proposal includes
an ethics commission, so I don’t know why
Senator Peterson thinks that his ethics com-
mission is better,” Albo said Friday, adding
that it’s unrealistic for state lawmakers to
impose certain campaign contribution lim-
its.

“If a bill could be crafted that would
equally limit [all campaign contributions],
then I would support it.  But it has to be a
level playing field,” Albo said.

“It takes a long time to start earning back
the trust that you have lost, and as Virgin-
ians, and as public officials, we need to start
now,” Petersen said.

Let Sun Shine on Virginia’s Financial Disclosure Laws
State legislators turn
attention to ethics in
wake of McDonnell
gift scandal.

Photo by Victoria Ross/The Connection

Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34), sitting, confers with a colleague during last
year’s General Assembly session. After the session ended in February, it
was disclosed that federal and state authorities had launched an investi-
gation regarding gifts given to then-Gov. Robert McDonnell (R) and his
family. The investigation served to heighten public awareness of
Virginia’s lax financial disclosure laws.

What Petersen’s Ethics
Package Would Do
❖ SB212: FOIA for General Assembly members

and staff - SB212 removes the General
Assembly’s exception from the Virginia FOIA act.
This bill repeals the 2013 General Assembly
FOIA exemption act (HB1639), patroned by Del.
Tag Greason (R-Potomac Falls).

❖ SB218: Limits on Campaign Contributions and
Gifts - SB218 Limits General Assembly members
and Executives in the Commonwealth to a total
of $2,000 in gifts per year. All gifts over $50 will
continue to be itemized and reported. “Super-
sized” campaign donations will be limited to
$20,000 per individual donor per candidate.

❖ SB220: Prohibiting the Use of Private Law Firms
for State Business -SB220 requires the office of
the Attorney General to contract local city or
county attorneys, rather than private counsel,
when it experiences a conflict of interest. This
bill will remove the incentive for private law
firms to exploit the current law and over-bill the
state on a public matter. This bill was brought
about due to the ongoing attorney’s fees charged
by two firms employed by Attorney Gen. Ken
Cuccinelli’s office to defend Gov. Bob
McDonnell, reportedly more than $780,000.

❖ SB219: Establishment of the Virginia Ethics
Commission -SB219 requires that all loans, gifts,
and statements of economic interests disclosures
shall be filed with the Virginia Ethics
Commission. Currently these disclosures are
filed to the clerks of each house. The Virginia
Ethics Commission will be a body independent
of both houses, comprised of both former
legislators and distinguished independent
citizens whom have never held office. The
commission will be able to make
recommendations for disciplinary proceedings
against legislators found in violation of
disclosure laws to their respective house, where
members will vote on any disciplinary action.

For more information on these bills, go to:
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/

legp604.exe?141+sum+SB212
SB220 (Petersen)
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/

legp604.exe?141+sum+SB220
HB1639: (Greason, 2013)
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/

legp604.exe?131+sum+HB1639
SB218 (Petersen)
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/

legp604.exe?141+sum+SB218
SB219 (Petersen)
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/

legp604.exe?141+sum+SB219

Fairfax Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Bath Packages
Available!!

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Fans of Writer, NORA ROBERTS! April 4.............................................$129
Day Trip to Boonsboro, MD to meet Nora & Get an Autographed Book
“The Collector”; Lunch at South Mountain Inn.

ALASKA CRUISE, May 23-30..............................................................$1,403
Air from Dulles, 7-Nights Cruise on Celebrity’s “Solstice” with all meals &
entertainment. Call for Details.

ENGLAND, DOWNTON ABBEY & JANE AUSTEN! August 2-9...$2,799
Explore the Worlds of Downton Abbey with 6-nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast,
2 Lunches, 2 Teas, 1 Dinner, All Sightseeing – CALL FOR ITINERARY!

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

It’s Springtime in the Greenhouse:

Primrose, Cyclamen, Citrus

25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & PerennialsTrees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

Best Landscaping
Prices of the Year!

Patios, Walkways,
Landscaping

Free Estimates

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

Best Landscaping
Prices of the Year!

Patios, Walkways,
Landscaping

Free Estimates

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

Best Landscaping
Prices of the Year!

Patios, Walkways,
Landscaping

Free Estimates

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

Best Landscaping
Prices of the Year!

Patios, Walkways,
Landscaping

Free Estimates

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

Best Landscaping
Prices of the Year!

Patios, Walkways,
Landscaping

Free Estimates

50-75% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-75% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-75% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-75% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-75% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-75% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-75% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-75% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

See Campaign,  Page 5

News

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

I
n order to raise awareness to the fact that sex
trafficking can happen anywhere, even in Fairfax
County, a new prevention campaign and website

raising awareness of this issue launched on Jan. 13.
The Fairfax County police partnered with Fairfax

County Public Schools and the Office for Women &
Domestic and Sexual Violence Services to launch the
“Just Ask” Prevention Project, which includes a
website and is intended to increase awareness of sex
trafficking in Fairfax County.

“Obviously we prosecute and we do the enforce-
ment efforts, but if we can prevent it, that is a better
option for us,” said Bill Woolf, lead detective of the
Fairfax County Police Department human traffick-
ing unit. “The best method of prevention is to raise
awareness.”

Woolf said the unit is focusing their efforts on com-
bating juvenile sex trafficking.

“About 60 percent of our case load is juvenile sex
trafficking. The sexual trauma that these kids endure
really has life-long effects,” Woolf said.

IN AN EFFORT TO RAISE AWARENESS on sex
trafficking and ways it can be prevented, a working
group was formed to figure out how to best tackle
this issue.

“The end product was this ‘Just Ask’ prevention
campaign, and there are many facets to this cam-
paign,” Woolf said.

According to Woolf, traffickers often keep young
girls in the cycle of violence and make them feel like
they have no escape, which is why awareness is im-
portant.

“The theme is just ask - if you are a parent, just ask
your teen. If you are a friend, just ask. If you are an

Poster for buses for Just Ask sex trafficking prevention campaign.

There’ll be posters for buses, schools
and other locations in support of Just
Ask campaign.

Fairfax County Launches Sex
Trafficking Prevention Campaign
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www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering,
transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.
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From Page 4

News

Campaign
educator, ask the student. That is
the essential theme to this cam-
paign. It’s all about the open dia-
logue that we think is really going
to impact in a positive way the
reduction of sex trafficking in
Northern Virginia. If we talk about
it, people are aware of it, they
know what they’re looking for, and
they know where to turn,” Woolf
said. Springfield District Supervi-
sor Pat Herrity has also been edu-
cating people in his district about
the fact that sex trafficking can
happen in Fairfax County.

“One thing I have been trying to
do is to raise awareness that this
is out there. We actually have
gangs that are recruiting our
young girls to go into sex traffick-
ing,” Herrity said. “I’m not a de-
tective, but one thing I can do is
raise awareness and educate our
population on the dangers.” Part
of the campaign includes the ad-
dition of sex trafficking education
materials for Fairfax County Pub-
lic School students, which the
school board approved at their
Jan. 9 meeting. “This is an area
where we have come to realize
that, where as we might like to
think it can’t happen here, it does,
and it has, and it’s a very serious
issue,” said Mason District School
Board member Sandy Evans. “The
media we have created here in
FCPS will go a long way to raising
awareness and hopefully protect-
ing our young people who are vic-
tims of sexual trafficking at very
young ages.”

SEVERAL SCHOOL BOARD
MEMBERS encouraged the pub-
lic to watch the videos, which
other school districts also want to
use.

“There are school systems
around the United States that are
just absolutely anxious to get this
videos from us, so what we are
doing is not only helping Fairfax
County, it is helping school systems
across the United States,” said
Braddock District School Board
member Megan McLaughlin.

Springfield School Board mem-
ber Elizabeth Schultz was the only
board member who voted against
approving the material.

“Frankly, I think with the degree
of the sensibility of this material,
something like this should be opt-
in, not opt-out,” Schultz said.

Will Ashe, the school board stu-
dent representative, worked with
the filmmakers on this project and
was also part of the Family Life
Education Curriculum Advisory
Committee. “We need to make
sure as many people as possible
know about this,” Ashe said.
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Opinion

T
he Virginia General Assembly be-
gan its annual session last week on
Jan. 8.

The actions of the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly matter more to localities than it
would in many other states. In Virginia, locali-
ties have only the power specifically
granted by the General Assembly, the
Dillon rule.

So, for example, Montgomery
County and Prince Georges County in Mary-
land recently voted to increase the minimum
wage in those localities. They didn’t need per-
mission from Maryland General Assembly to
do so. Arlington and Alexandria might be in-
clined to follow suit (the District government
also voted to increase the minimum wage) but
do not have that power.

The General Assembly limits how localities
can raise revenue, what kinds of traffic regu-
lations they can implement, whether they can
control where guns are allowed, whether
school districts can begin classes before Labor
Day, and much more.

Fairfax, Arlington and Alexandria sent their
members of the Northern Virginia delegation
of state senators, all Democrats, and delegates,
overwhelmingly Democrats (13-5), to Rich-
mond, where the House of Delegates is over-
whelming Republican and control of the Sen-
ate is still up in the air pending special elec-
tions.

Del. Ken Plum (D-36) filed HB536 which

would “increase the minimum wage from its
current federally mandated level of $7.25 per
hour to $8.25 per hour effective July 1, 2014,
and to $9.25 per hour effective July 1, 2015,
unless a higher minimum wage is required by
the federal Fair Labor Standards Act.” It isn’t

likely to see the light of day.
Anyone can watch the Virginia House

of Delegates or Senate on streaming
video when either is in session, and the

Virginia General Assembly proved last year that
it can be worthy of national attention for en-
tertainment. It is in fact well worth tuning in
once or twice or more. Visit http://
virginiageneralassembly.gov/ and click on
“members and session,” and see the “quick
links” section for video links.

Legislators will consider literally thousands
of bills between now and March 8.

Some quite random examples of proposed
legislation from local delegates and senators:

❖ Del. Dave Albo (R-42): Driving while in-
toxicated; refusal of blood or breath tests. This
bill would allow a person who has been ar-
rested for driving while intoxicated and who
has refused to submit to a blood or breath test
be given another opportunity to consent to test-
ing after the arresting officer has advised the
person of the consequences of his refusal.

❖ Del. David Bulova (D-37): One bill would
allow the employment of lights for the obser-
vation of deer (spotlighting) for certain activi-
ties authorized by the Department of Game and

Inland Fisheries. Another would provide that
property used in connection with certain
crimes associated with human trafficking is
subject to forfeiture to the Commonwealth.

❖ Del. Scott Surovell (D-44) has proposed
the repeal of last year’s hybrid tax, plus a bill
that would place a cap on the compensation
that may be paid to a special counsel appointed
to handle certain legal matters where it would
be improper or uneconomical for the Attorney
General, or the Attorney General is unable, to
handle such matters. That cap would be the
same as allowed for a court appointed attor-
ney, a very small amount.

❖ Del. Mark Sickles (D-43) proposes to cre-
ate the Virginia Health Benefit Exchange,
which will be established and operated by a
new division within the State Corporation
Commission.

❖ Sen. Dave Marsden (D-37) would make it
a Class 1 misdemeanor for the owner of a
website to both post an arrest photo and so-
licit, request, or accept money for removing
the photograph.

❖ Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) proposes to re-
quire drivers and passengers to wait for a rea-
sonable opportunity to open vehicle doors on
the side adjacent to moving traffic, an effort
to prevent the “dooring” of bicyclists.

Why the General Assembly matters more in
Virginia than most states.

From Late Night Comedy to Your Bedroom
See for Yourself

Visit http://virginiageneralassembly.gov/ and
click on “members and session,” and see the “quick
links” section for live video links, information on
who your legislators are and how to track bills.
Every resident is represented by one state delegate
and one state senator; look up your and email to be
placed on their mailing lists. Consider attending
their local meetings.

Editorial

By David Bulova

Special to The Connection

G
reetings from Rich-
mond! The 2014 Gen-
eral Assembly is now in

full swing. In addition to consid-
ering nearly 2,000 bills, we will
adopt Virginia’s biennial budget,
which must be balanced as required
by Virginia’s constitution. Thanks to
everyone who has contacted me
about issues throughout the year.
This session I have introduced 13
bills and several budget amend-
ments. Below is a summary of is-
sues and initiatives I will be work-
ing on during the 2014 session.

❖ Transportation – Last year’s
transportation funding package
passed with strong bi-partisan sup-
port and is already generating sig-
nificant revenue to fix local and
regional transportation bottle-
necks such as the I-66 corridor.
Several legislators, however, are
looking to repeal the package. Pro-
tecting this landmark accomplish-
ment is a top priority.

❖ Standards of Learning – There

has been mounting
concern that Virginia’s
Standards of Learning
have resulted in

“teaching to the test” at the expense
of critical thinking skills. I am
thrilled that I have been appointed
to the new Educational Reform
Subcommittee of the House Edu-
cation Committee, which will con-
sider how to reform the SOLs.

❖ Education Funding – It is not
your imagination! The difference in
the cost of living between North-
ern Virginia and the least expen-
sive part of the state is a whopping
66 percent. To make up for this dif-
ference, our region has tradition-
ally been given additional cost-to-
compete funding for education. Un-
fortunately, the Governor’s intro-
duced budget proposes to eliminate
this funding for school support per-
sonnel, which would result in a loss
of $20.7 million for our region. Re-
storing this funding is a priority for
the Northern Virginia delegation.

❖ Bridge to Kindergarten –
Quality early childhood education
is a key predictor of future educa-
tional success. This year I have in-
troduced a budget amendment to
provide classroom readiness skills
to disadvantaged children who
have not had a preschool experi-
ence. This initiative is based on a
successful pilot program at
Daniel’s Run Elementary.

❖ Ethics Reform – Several events
this past year placed a harsh spot-
light on Virginia’s relatively lax eth-
ics and transparency laws. We got
started on the right track when the
Democratic and Republican cau-
cuses announced the framework for
a bipartisan ethics reform package.
However, I am pushing for more to
be done and have introduced House
Bill 271 to increase transparency by
requiring that gifts be reported on
a more frequent basis. Currently,
gifts are only reported once a year
after the elections.

❖ Health Care – There is broad

bi-partisan support to make
changes to our mental-health sys-
tem in the wake of the stabbing of
Senator Creigh Deeds and the sui-
cide of his son. We will also con-
sider whether to expand Medicaid.

❖ Human Trafficking – For the
past several years I’ve been
pleased to be part of a bipartisan
coalition to fight human traffick-
ing in Virginia by increasing pen-
alties and giving law enforcement
the tools they need to prosecute
traffickers. This year I have intro-
duced House Bill 767 that allows
police to seize the assets of a traf-
ficker, similar to what is already
allowed for drug runners.

I invite you to share your
thoughts by filling out my 2014
Constituent Survey. Also, mark
your calendars for my annual
Town Hall with Senator Chap
Petersen on Feb. 1, from 9-10:30
a.m., at Fairfax City Hall. More
information on both can be found
at www.davidbulova.com.

Del. Bulova unveils his legislative priorities.

Education, Transportation, Mental Health
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RADIOLOGY
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Centers for The
Treatment of Feline
Hyperthyroidism

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday.
Dated announcements should be sub-
mitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

Annual Valentine’s Day Ban-
quet.  The Family Ministry of the
Greater Little Zion Baptist Church is
sponsoring their annual Valentine’s Day
Banquet on Saturday, Feb. 15. from
6:30 to 11 p.m. All couples and singles
are invited to fellowship to enjoy an
evening of dining, music, dancing and
featured entertainment. The theme for
this night of extravaganza and celebra-
tion of Valentine’s Day is “The Joy Of
Love” (Song of Songs 4:10). Location:
Waterford Receptions at Fair Oaks,
12025 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway,
Fairfax. Cost: $55 per person. Contact
Deacon Anthony Bazemore or Deacon-
ess-Elect Terri Bazemore at
703-764-9111.  Reservations and pay-
ments are due by Feb. 10.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the
corner of Fairfax County Parkway and
Burke Lake Roads, holds a bible study
fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays followed
by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery
care and children’s church also pro-
vided. 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax
Station, 703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers ser-
vices at two locations, in Fairfax at 5114
Twinbrook Road and in Clifton at 13421
Twin Lakes Drive. Services in Fairfax are
held on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and Sun-
days at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services in
Clifton are held on Sundays at 8:15 and
10:30 a.m. 703-323-9500 or
www.Lordoflifeva.org.

Faith Notes
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

K
.J., 8, and his sister
Kalina, 3, love reading
books, particularly
books they’ve written

themselves or with their mother. In
fact, K.J. is an avid reader of both
homemade and traditionally pub-
lished books, and his sister is fol-
lowing in his footsteps.

“When they were younger, I took
pictures and copied them on a home
printer,” said their mother, Holly
Karapetkova, an associate professor
of literature at Marymount Univer-
sity in Arlington. “Once they were
older, they illustrated the books or
chose the item they wanted to in-
clude like for a specific letter in an
alphabet book.”

Karapetkova and other research-
ers said that creating books like this
with children is not only easy and

inexpensive, it’s one of the best
ways to help them develop a love
of books and reading, which
Karapetkova said is one of the great-
est gifts a parent can give a child.

“Reading is one of the fundamen-
tal ways that we interact with the
world and particularly with knowl-
edge,” she said. “As a college pro-
fessor, I find that my students who
can read well can also think well
and write well. They are thinkers
on a much deeper level. Research
has shown that reading makes you
more contemplative, builds pa-
tience, concentration, and you
have to use your imagination.”

MAKING YOUR OWN BOOKS
stretches the imagination. M. Su-
san Burns, Ph.D., a member of the
early childhood education and hu-
man development and family sci-
ences faculty at George Mason
University says there are a few

things that parents should keep in
mind when making books with
their children, however.

“Parents need to make it a posi-
tive experience,” she said. “Chil-
dren need to have books available
[on topics] that are of true inter-
est to them. When a book is being
made with parents, it may not be
engaging if the book is only of in-
terest to the parent.

“Sometimes it gets sickening to
have your kid tell you another prin-
cess story or another train story, but
it is really important though to go
with the child’s interest,” she con-
tinued. “You can take a little bit of
a twist on the story by maybe add-
ing a map that shows the places
where the train might go.”

Children may also want to turn
to real-life for their books. “Children
love to create stories based on their
own experiences, and begin to de-
velop a love of art and literature at
an early age,” said Sharon Fishel,
ArtReach director for the McLean
Project for the Arts in McLean. “Par-
ents can foster the link between
drawing, writing and reading by
having their child draw pictures of

their daily routine or special events,
such as field trips, family outings or
unplanned adventures.”

When creating a homemade
book, the text doesn’t have to be
original either. “You can take a fa-
miliar song and adapt the lyrics,”
said Karapetkova. “For example, a
book about a daily routine can say
‘This is the way we brush our teeth,
brush our teeth, brush our teeth
early in the morning.’”

The techniques for young chil-
dren are a little different. “You
want a little one to engage with a

book,” said Fishel. “A parent-child
idea is nice. We do a lot of parent-
child workshops here [at the
McLean Project for the Arts] where
one parent does one side [of the
page] and child does the other.”

The books children and their
parents create don’t have to be
fancy, however. “When I’ve made
books like this with my children,
we’ve taken photos, we cut out pic-
tures from magazines, glue sticks,
something to put the picture onto,”
said Burns. “You can make those
books fun by using artifacts. If

you’re doing a book from your beach trip,
your child may want to put some sand in
the book, but it is important to have a child
initiate it.”

“I like the thicker paper stock and some-
times it makes it easier to hold onto,” she
added. “The other thing is to get the clear
laminating paper and putting a plastic sheet
over it.”

Even “folded paper, bound with a pencil
becomes a writer’s journal,” said
Karapetkova. “You can also take plastic zip-
lock bags, punch holes in the bags, fill them
and they become bath time books because
they are waterproof.”

Fishel suggests sticking with the basics:
“Composition book, crayons, colored pen-
cils. Go to a crafts store [and get] bags of
origami papers or printed pattern papers,”
she said, noting that “each part of it can be
come a lesson plan. Get a patterned piece
of paper and explore with your child what
makes that a pattern. Don’t assume that your
child knows.”

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS at
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in Potomac
create their own books as part of the elemen-
tary school curriculum. Jordan Love, head
of the Lower School, said that parents can
“create a writing center at home by provid-

ing a child with an area dedicated to their
work and ideas. All children need is blank
paper, coloring crayons or markers, and a
quiet place to work, preferably at a table that
is their size. Elementary-age children should
be provided paper that has a blank section
at the top and lines on the bottom.

“For preschool age children,” Love said,
“parents can ask their child to dictate or
describe in order the illustrations. Parents
should describe what they are writing while
the child watches them transcribe their ideas
to the paper. This reinforces that language
can be printed.”

Experts add that it’s important to empha-
size that mistakes, corrections and changes
are OK. “I usually say don’t let them erase
what they write or draw 150 times. It is not
about perfection,” said Fishel.

Burns agrees. “In books for pleasure you
don’t want to make big corrections,” she
said. “It’s the relationship with parents that
will make it positive.”

Love suggests that parents display their
children’s books. “Writing and reading go
hand in hand, and through supporting the
writing process, parents are enhancing their
child’s ability to be a more effective and effi-
cient reader. Writing together helps to expand
a child’s vocabulary, encourage creativity, ac-
tivate prior knowledge, and build self-esteem.”

Creating Books with Children
Experts say helping little readers
become authors can deepen a
love of reading.

“As a college professor, I find that my students who
can read well can also think well and write well. They
are thinkers on a much deeper level.”

— Holly Karapetkova, Ph.D., Marymount University

Photo courtesy of Holly Karapetkova

K.J., 8, and his sister Kalina, 3, make books with their
mother, Holly Karapetkova, a professor of literature at
Marymount University in Arlington. Experts say making
books with children can help them develop of a love of
reading.

Route 29K/N
Metrobus Changes

Washington Area Metro Transit Au-
thority (Metro) has made the following
changes to Metrobus Route 29K/N,
which affects City of Fairfax riders:

❖ The 29N will extend from Fairfax
Circle to Vienna/Fairfax-GMU station.
This change will connect the Little River
Turnpike corridor to the Orange Line and
provide connections to additional
Metrobus and Fairfax Connector routes.

❖ There’ll be 12 additional weekday
trips in each direction.

❖ The time between buses will im-
prove to 30 minutes between Northern
Virginia Community College and King
Street-Old Town station (60 minutes on
each route).

❖ Service will run later in the evening
on weekdays.

❖ The 29N will run all day during the
week. For more information, call 202-
637-7000.

Robinson Offers
‘Snow Queen’

Robinson Secondary presents the
children’s show, “The Snow Queen,” Fri-
day, Jan. 24, at 7 p.m., and Saturday,
Jan. 25, at 2 and 7 p.m. Tickets are $5
in advance at the main office, $7 at the

door; $6 reserved tickets are at http://
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/
521540. It’s being put on by the theater
class, Robinson Production Co., and is
based on a tale by Hans Christian Ander-
son.

Needed: Chocolate
Cakes, Sculptures

The City of Fairfax Chocolate Lovers
Festival Committee is looking for pro-
fessional and amateur chefs of all ages
to participate in the Chocolate Chal-
lenge, Feb. 1-2, as part of the Chocolate
Lovers Festival.

Works and tastes of art will be sub-
mitted for the area’s most talented chefs
and chocolatiers to judge in several cat-
egories.

Obtain an application from the Choco-
late Lovers Festival website,
www.chocolatefestival.net, or call 703-
385-7858. Applications are due by Jan.
27.

Bulova, Petersen
Town Meeting

Del. David Bulova (D-37th) and Sen.
Chap Petersen (D-34th) will hold their
annual town meeting Saturday, Feb. 1,
from 9-10:30 a.m., at the Fairfax City
Hall, 10455 Armstrong St. in Fairfax.

Week in Fairfax

See Budget,  Page 12

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

A
t the Jan. 9 School
Board Meeting, Fairfax
County Public Schools

Superintendent Karen Garza re-
leased the proposed budget of
$2.5 billion for FY 2015.

The budget proposal requires
an additional $98.1 million, or
5.7 percent increase compared
to FY 2014, from Fairfax County,
which the school system says is
due to uncontrollable factors
such as enrollment growth, re-
tirement rate increases and the
structural deficit. The FY 2015
proposed budget is an increase
of $59.4 million from last year’s
approved budget.

“We had some significant cost
drivers that affected our budget
moving forward,” Garza said at
the school board meeting.

According to Garza, enroll-

ment growth has created a strain
on the school system due to the re-
sources needed to address this
growth. Other costs factors include
a retirement rate increase of $38.9
million, as required by the state,
and health insurance increases of
an estimated $23.9 million.

THE PROPOSED BUDGET also
includes an increase of step bo-
nuses for employees who are eli-
gible, totaling $41.0 million. There
has been one step increase for em-
ployees in the past five years.

In order to address these cost
increases, the budget includes re-

ductions and savings of $96.5 mil-
lion, which includes the elimina-
tion of 731 positions.

The reductions include the elimi-
nation of 82 positions from central
support, 180.5 positions from
school support, which includes as-
sistant principals, technology spe-
cialists, school clerical employees,
custodians, and the elimination of
the administrative intern program.
The elimination of 468.7 classroom
positions is also included in the
proposed budget and will be done
by increasing class size and cutting
down on needs-based staffing, in-
structional assistants, and the ca-
reer and transition program.

“Some of that we believe can be
mitigated by annual growth and
annual attrition, but it is signifi-
cant. It is a significant number of
positions,” Garza said.

The proposed budget also in-
cludes an addition of $4.2 million
in fees for Advanced Placement
and International Baccalaureate
tests.

According to Garza, the Board of
Supervisors has spent a great deal
of time meeting with the school
board regarding the budget.

“I’m very hopeful and optimistic,
having met with them numerous

times, as we all have, that there
will be a shared solution and
that they will partner with us as
we move forward to protect our
great schools,” Garza said.

Garza said at the meeting that
the school board has taken a
shared approach in the FY 2015
proposed budget.

“As we look to FY 2015, our
approach has been a shared ap-
proach. As I mentioned earlier,
we had a projected significant
shortfall. As we visited with the
Board of Supervisors, we felt
like after having visited with
them and really surveying the
lay of the land, we knew that
we were going to have to look
forward to solving this through
a shared approach, recognizing
that we’re going to need their
help in helping protect our
schools moving forward, but at
the same time, that we’re going
to have to make some difficult
decisions as a system, very pain-
ful ones,” Garza said.

Garza said at the school board
meeting that she knows the
school system is asking a lot of
the Board of Supervisors. The
budget is dependent on the

Garza Proposes $2.5 Billion Budget for FY 2015

Schools
Superinten-
dent Karen

Garza speaks
at her Listen-

ing Tour on
Dec. 7 at

Cooper
Middle School

in McLean.
Garza has

proposed a
$2.5 billion

budget for FY
2015.

Proposed Fairfax County
public schools budget
would cut 731 positions,
increase class size.
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Looking for a New
Place of Worship?

Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Marshal L. Ausberry, Sr., Senior Pastor

Antioch Baptist Church
6531 Little Ox Road

Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

FRIDAY/JAN. 17-
SATURDAY/JAN. 18
“Cats.” 7:30 p.m. Fairfax High School

3501 Reber Run, Fairfax. Music by
Andrew Lloyd Webber and based on
TS Eliot’s “Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats” Ticket sales for $14.13
& $6.25 on line at:
fxdance.ticketleap.com

SATURDAY/JAN. 18
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra. 8

p.m. Harris Theater, George Mason
University, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Tickets: $25-60. For
information call 703-563-1990 or
visit: www. fairfaxsymphony.org.

SUNDAY/JAN. 19
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra. 2

p.m. Harris Theater, George Mason
University, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Tickets: $25-60. For
information call 703-563-1990 or
visit: www. fairfaxsymphony.org.

“Cats.” 2:30 p.m. Fairfax High School
3501 Reber Run, Fairfax. Music by
Andrew Lloyd Webber and based on
TS Eliot’s “Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats” Ticket sales for $14.13
& $6.25 on line at:
fxdance.ticketleap.com

MONDAY/JAN. 20
Give Together. Heritage Presbyterian

Church, 8503 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. A day of volunteering for
families and friends.

TUESDAY/JAN. 21, 28
“Song & Character Study:” An

Audition Workshop for High
School & Adult Students. 6-8
p.m. Truro Anglican Church, 10520
Main Street, Fairfax. High School and
Adult actors and singers are invited
to join CFTC for a four week class on
song and character study. Each week
will feature a master class setting
where students will bring a song to
workshop with the class. Instructors
will assist the student with delivering
text as a song, with emphasis on
combining of acting and singing skills
in a well-rounded performance. Cost:
$40 per student. $65 for two people
in the same family, $90 for three or
more people in the same family.
www.fairfaxcitytheatre.org

THURSDAY/JAN. 23
Mrs. Green’s Natural Market. 6:30-

8:30 p.m. 12995 Fair Lakes Shopping
Center, Fairfax. Brand New, natural
& organic, One-stop fresh food
market. www.mrsgreens.com

THURSDAY/JAN. 23-
SATURDAY/JAN. 25
I Never Saw Another Butterfly. 7

p.m. The Sovereign Grace Home
School Co op Main Auditorium, 5200
Ox Rd, Fairfax. The play tells the
unforgettable story of a young Jewish
survivor of the Holocaust during
World War II. $7 for adults; $5,
students 3-17. www.facebook.com/
Sawabutterfly and
jubileecampaign.org/funds/tabitha-
orphans-fund

THURSDAY/JAN. 23-
FRIDAY/JAN. 24
Annie Get Your Gun. 7:30 p.m. Lake

Braddock Secondary School, 9200
Burke Lake Road, Burke. This
entertaining musical tells the
fictionalized story of the life of Annie
Oakley (1860–1926), a sharpshooter
who starred in Buffalo Bill’s Wild
West, and her romance with
sharpshooter Frank Butler. Tickets

$10. http://
lakebraddockchorus.squarespace.com
for information and online ticket
sales

FRIDAY/JAN. 24
Messages of Hope. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. A Chris Lavelle Film,
will be shown. A film event that will
touch your soul, this documentary is
based on Suzanne’s true story of
transformation that has captivated
audiences. Participants can ask
questions about the afterlife, hear the
rest of the story, and get books
signed following the
discussion.ºCost: $10.

FRIDAY/JAN. 24-
SATURDAY/JAN. 25
”Cats.” 7:30 p.m. Fairfax High School

3501 Reber Run, Fairfax. Music by
Andrew Lloyd Webber and based on
TS Eliot’s “Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats” Ticket sales for $14.13
& $6.25 on line at:
fxdance.ticketleap.com

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Springfield Burke Relay for Life

Scrapbooking/Crafting Event. 8
a.m.- 5 p.m. West Springfield High
School cafeteria, 6100 Rolling Road,
Springfield. Complete your craft
projects in the New Year—photo
albums, jewelry, Valentines. Cost
includes lunch, door prizes, silent
auction and shopping showcase.
Suggested donation $40 for full day,
$25 for half day. All proceeds go to
the American Cancer Society. To
register contact Leslie Carlin at 703-
866-4862 or Anne Wardinski at 703-
764-9687.

Making the Connection. 9:30 a.m. -
12:30 p.m. Unity of Fairfax, 2854

Hunter Mill Road, Oakton.
Participants will learn how to open
themselves to higher levels of
guidance, creativity, inspiration and
love.ºCost $35.00 each Saturday
presentation – morning or afternoon.

“Heart Gifts” New Evidence of Our
Interconnectedness. 1:30-4:30
p.m. Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. Suzanne
Giesemann, former Aide to the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
and now acclaimed spiritual author,
will tell the gripping story of a very
special soul called “Wolf”, who in his
short time on earth, walked two
worlds at once – the physical and
non-physical. His story reveals the
interconnectedness of the two worlds
and the messages he left behind are
amazing gifts to us on how to bring
peace, balance and greater love into
life. Cost: $35.00 for this afternoon
session.

Annie Get Your Gun. 2 and 8 p.m.
Lake Braddock Secondary School,
9200 Burke Lake Road, Burke. This
entertaining musical tells the
fictionalized story of the life of Annie
Oakley (1860–1926), a sharpshooter
who starred in Buffalo Bill’s Wild
West, and her romance with
sharpshooter Frank Butler. Tickets
$10. http://
lakebraddockchorus.squarespace.com
for information and online ticket
sales.

Anna Balakerskaia & Friends. 8
p.m. George Mason University, Harris
Theatre, Fairfax. An evening of
chamber music featuring the music of
Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev, Shostokovich
and Rachmaninov.º Anna
Balakerskaia, piano, with guest
artists Zino Bogachek, violin, Philippe
Chao, viola, Brendan Conway, violin,
Claire Eichhorn, clarinet, Dasha
Gabay, piano, Igor Zubkovsky,
cello.703-819-6669

Calendar

Photo by Peggy Pridemore

Some members of The Fairfax Academy cast rehearsing
the musical “Cats.” Performances begin Jan. 17 at Fairfax
High School.

Photo by Barry Wheeler/Courtesy of Fairfax Symphony Orchestra

Attend the next performance of the Fairfax Symphony
Orchestra with Conductor Chris Zimmerman on Jan. 18
and 19 at the Harris Theater at George Mason University.
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To Advertise
Your Community

of Worship,
Call

703-778-9422

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Call for our Home Life Group schedule

visit our website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center
“Experience the Difference”

News

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

S
tudents enrolled in Fairfax
Academy’s Music Computer
Technology (MCT) class im-

pressed parents and teachers by
hosting and performing original
compositions at the Eighth Annual
MCT Fest on Jan. 8 in Fairfax.

Thanks to student leaders like
Cameron Welke, a senior at Fairfax
High School who served as man-
ager for the festival, and MCT In-
structor Christopher Johnston, a
Lorton resident known as “Mr. J.”
by his students, event attendees
enjoyed a variety of musical styles
at the festival.

According to Johnston, there are
five goals of the MCT Fest, includ-
ing presenting original music, al-
lowing students to run an event,
promoting awareness of the acad-
emy in the community, helping
students gain networking skills,
and fundraising.

Although the weeks leading up
to MCT Fest were somewhat
stressful for Johnston and his stu-
dents, due to snow days and
school delays, the festival still
went smoothly.

“I didn’t sleep well that week at
all. I slept great the weekend af-
ter. I caught up on all the sleep that
I wasn’t able to get because so
many things can go wrong,”
Johnston said.

In addition to managing the
event, Welke performed twice dur-
ing MCT Fest. He played guitar at
the beginning with Ben Alter, the
other student manager, and then
played violin as part of a chamber
ensemble.

As a student manager, Welke
began preparing and organizing
the event in August.

“It’s really a lot of figuring out
what needs to get done, who can
do it, who will do it and how to
get them to go on and do it,” he
said.

Welke enjoys having Johnston as
an instructor and looks forward to
coming to class every day.

“He’s really a gem in the educa-
tional system. He’s the one teacher
that I’ve never come into class
where he has not been excited to
be here and excited to teach us
about something new. He knows
the programs like the back of his
hand and he really and truly loves
what he does,” Welke said.

Erin Bloom, the career experi-

Fairfax Academy Hosts MCT Festival
Eight annual
MCT Fest
displays
students’ talents,
leadership.

Members of the Fairfax Academy Music Computer Tech-
nology (MCT) class at their annual MCT Festival per-
formed original compositions. The MCT Fest featured a
variety of musical performances.

ence specialist at Fairfax Academy,
said that Johnston’s passion for
teaching makes the class enjoyable
for the students.

“He’s very passionate about not
only teaching but about each one
of them. Individually he’s so pas-
sionate about every single child in
the class,” Bloom said.

Welke has noticed the attention
Johnston gives to each student
during class.

“Actually, his one shortcoming
might be that it’s impossible to get
him by yourself because he’s al-
ways off working with somebody.
And when he works with some-
body he really focuses on what
they’re doing and tries to make it
the best so it can help them be-
come a better musician as a result
of it,” Welke said.

The students also enjoy their
instructor’s jokes, which were re-
cited during MCT Fest.

“The students did a wonderful
job. It’s a huge undertaking,”
Johnston said.

Cameron Welke, a senior at Fairfax High
School and a student at Fairfax Academy,
performs at the MCT Fest on Jan. 10.
Welke served as a manager for the festival.

Lorton resident Christopher Johnston, the
MCT Instructor at the Fairfax Academy,
performs at the Eighth Annual MCT Fest.
Johnson has been teaching the class since
it started in 2000.
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Board of Supervisors increasing
the county transfer by $98.1
million.

The FY 2015 projected begin-
ning balance, used to prepare
the budget, was $48.5 million.

The school board’s revenue
assumptions include $375.9
million in state aid, $171.7 mil-
lion of state sales tax, $42.0
million in federal aid, and
$66.6 million in tuition pay-
ments from City of Fairfax and
other revenue.

The projected FY 2015 stu-
dent enrollment is 187,994 stu-

From Page 8

Schools Budget Requires Tough Choices
dents.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
expressed both thanks to Super-
intendent Garza for increasing
transparency and beginning the
budget discussion earlier than pre-
vious years, as well as concerns for
some aspects of the budget.

“I have serious concerns with the
budget that has been presented
because I personally believe that
there is some long term impacts
in here that we need to amelio-
rate,” said Dan Storck, the Mount
Vernon District School Board
member.

Other concerns included class
size increase and the elimination
of certain positions.

“These are some brave cuts.
These are going to be some diffi-
cult situations we are going to
have Monday going forward,”
Springfield School Board member
Elizabeth Schultz said.

Mason District School Board
member Sandy Evans said at the
meeting she agrees the step in-
crease for employees is fundamen-
tal. “As far as the request for the
5.7 percent transfer, I think that
this is modest. It’s reasonable.
Considering our huge growth and

our huge critical, fundamental
needs, I think that our request here
is quite reasonable,” Evans said.

Braddock District School Board
member Megan McLaughlin ex-
pressed concern with the 5.7 per-
cent increase in the county trans-
fer at the meeting, based off what
the Board of Supervisors has ap-
proved in the past.

“This school system has not seen
a 6 percent or more increase since
2006. This 5.7 percent increase
gives me great pause,” McLaughlin
said. Some school board members,
however, think the request is rea-
sonable, including Vice Chairman

and Lee District School Board
member Tamara Derenak
Kaufax.

“It cannot simply be stated
that education is a top priority,
when it has not been ad-
equately funded for several
years now. Our system has not.
Lip service cannot educate a
child. Our uncontrollable in-
creases cannot be ignored. Our
enrollment growth, our chang-
ing demographics, our rising
insurance and retirement rates.
These are uncontrollable ex-
penses. Again, don’t ignore
them,” Derenak Kaufax said.

News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

F
eaturing a cast and crew of nearly
85, the famed musical, “Cats,” will
burst upon the Fairfax High stage
in a show that promises to be a

treat for both the eyes and ears.
A production of the school’s Musical The-

atre and Dance academies, it’s directed by
Mike Replogle, director of the Musical The-
atre Academy, and choreographed and pro-
duced by Andrea Heininge, who heads the
Dance Academy. There’s also a 25-person
pit orchestra.

“It’s a difficult show to do because there’s
no script, just a musical score based on T.S.
Eliot’s poems,” said Replogle. “But Andrea
and I enjoy working together and couldn’t
think of a bigger song-and-dance show than
‘Cats.’ And between our two classes, we can
sing, dance and act it.”

IT’S THE SECOND-LONGEST-RUN-
NING show on Broadway, logging some
8,000 performances, and is about a tribe of
cats. “All cats have to earn their nine lives
by serving the tribe or learning something
to teach to the next generation,” explained
Replogle. “And in each vignette, each cat
pleads their case for why they should be
renewed.” They’ve been rehearsing since
October; but since the Fairfax Academy
draws students from 20 different schools,
scheduling rehearsals proved challenging.
“But things are going well,” said Replogle.
“Some 80-90 percent of the kids in my
Musical Theatre Actors Studio class want
to do this in college and/or professionally,
so they work hard and are very talented –
same thing with the dance students.”

Calling Andrew Lloyd Webber’s music
memorable, Replogle said, “Most of it is vic-

torious, uplifting and fun. And Andrea’s
really outdone herself and has created some
beautiful dances. Because the actors are
portraying cats, the set’s an oversized end
of an alley with trash, tuna cans, broken
windows and a fence.”

Woodson Theater Director Terri Hobson
and her family are instrumental in the
show’s look. Her son designed the set;
daughter, costumes; husband, lights; and
she designed the props and set décor. Ap-
preciative of their help, Replogle said FCPS’s
theater teachers “really help each other out,
when we can.”

He said the makeup is also spectacular.
“Each cat’s face will illustrate their person-
ality,” said Replogle. “I hope people leave
here remembering why they liked this show
so much in the ’80s.”

Fairfax senior Marissa Kovach plays
Grizzabella. “She was the snobby, glamour
cat when she was younger, but left to do
her own thing and is shunned when she
returns,” said Kovach. “All the cats hate her
and are mean to her. As she got older, her
talent dwindled and she was alone, with
no one to help her. She regrets what she
did and wishes she had another chance. In
her song, ‘Memory,’ she’s on her last legs,
pleading with them to listen to and learn

from her and accept her back.”
Kovach says it’s been her “dream role”

since she saw “Cats” as a child. “But I never
thought I’d have the opportunity to play it,
so I was ecstatic because it’s so complex and
challenging,” she said. “And ‘Memory’ show-
cases both my voice and acting skills. It’s
powerful for the audience to watch and me
to portray.” The audience will love the show,
she said, because “so many talented people
are contributing to the production. And all
the cats wear unitards painted like cat fur
and the makeup will be amazing.”

Oakton senior Shanelucas Ramsey and
Woodson junior Lara Taylor play burglar
cats Mungojerrie and Rumpleteazer, respec-
tively. “They’re not bad, just mischievous,”
said Taylor.

“They’re the neighborhood punks,” added
Ramsey. “Mungojerrie’s cocky, but not par-
ticularly brave. But he’s definitely goofy and
weird. He’s a cool cat who enjoys causing
mayhem. I love playing him and doing the
song and dance we have together. My cat
has no boundaries; he’s fun, energetic,
cheerful and carefree.”

Taylor said they “don’t hold back” and
actually embrace acting like cats. “We’re
open to just going for it and giving 100 per-
cent,” she said. “If we give our all, we know

the audience will relate to it more.” For ex-
ample, Ramsey gets down on all fours,
arches his back and focuses on making his
motions catlike.

IN THEIR SELF-TITLED NUMBER, said
Taylor, “We do lots of physical things, be-
sides singing. Rather than being slinky cats,
we’re athletic, energetic, funny and in-your-
face.”

“I’ve never had a role with vigorous danc-
ing and singing at the same time,” said
Ramsey. “It’s an upbeat, character song and
comic relief to what’s going on.” He said all
the show’s musical numbers will wow the
audience because “we have some really
strong dancers and powerhouse singers. But
I think the highlight is the dancing.”

“The costumes are all airbrushed and
unique, and every one is different,” added
Taylor. “That, plus the songs, dances,
makeup and characterizations of the cats
will make it an experience the audience will
really enjoy. It’s great for kids, too, with dif-
ferent meanings for multiple generations.”

Fairfax choir teacher Luke Frels plays Old
Deuteronomy. “He’s the old, wise cat who’s
made it through his nine lives,” said Frels.
“He’s revered, respected and loved among
all the cats. I’m enjoying it; I get to move
slowly and act older. I have two old cats, so
I’ve been watching them.”

Frels saw “Cats” on Broadway in 1998,
but hasn’t acted in a musical in years. So,
he said, “It’s humbling being onstage with
all these kids who are very good at all they
do – and some are my students. The audi-
ence will especially love hearing the songs,
‘Memory’ and ‘Rum-Tum-Tugger,’ and the
set’s awesome.”

SHOWTIMES are Friday-Saturday, Jan.
17-18 and 24-25, at 7:30 a.m., and Sun-
day, Jan. 19 and 26, at 2:30 p.m. Tickets
are $12.50 presale at http://
fxdance.ticketleap.com or $15 at the door.
Saturday, Jan. 18 and 25, at 2:30 p.m., with
the Young Artists Series, shorter perfor-
mances with $5 tickets and special activi-
ties for children.

‘Really Strong Dancers, Powerhouse Singers’
Fairfax Academy
presents the musical,
‘Cats.’

The cast after performing the song, “The Naming of Cats,” during a
rehearsal.
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Winter Savings...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

Do you Care with a
Commitment to Quality?
Spring Hills Home Care Services Virginia

is NOW HIRING Personal Care Aides.
For Immediate Consideration please
call 703-799-0022 or send an email

to rmajeed@spring-hills.net

Syscom Technologies Inc. has 
openings for the following positions:

Business Systems Analyst (14112) with 
Master’s degree in Computer Science,

Engineering, Technology or related and 
one (1) year exp to Gather & doc

business reqs. Develop, analyze and 
review user stories and acceptance 

criteria. Execute testing and validation of 
user stories/acceptance criteria.

Software Engineer/.Net (14113) with 
Master’s degree in Computer

Applications, Computer Science, 
Technology or related and Two(2) years 

of exp to Design, Develop and implement 
various web applications and SQL Server 
development using SQL Server, ASP.Net, 

C#, AJAX Pro, AJAX.NET, XML, Web 
services, Visual Studio.NET, ADO.NET, 

Share Point Services, JavaScript, VB 
Script,IIS and XML. Software Engineer 

(14114)  with Master’s degree in Engineer-
ing (any),Computer Science, Technology 

or related to work on Design, develop,
implement, maintain and test business 

functions and web applications.
Technical Project Lead (14115)  with 

Master’s degree in Computer
Applications, Any analytical sciences, 
Technology or related and Two years

of exp.to Monitor or track project mile-
stones and deliverables. Formulate,

develop, implement and deliver applica-
tions on web and mainframe

technologies, MDM, ETL and ECM. Man-
age cost, schedule and service

deliverables. Software Engineer/Java 
(14116) with Master’s degree in Computer
Applications, Computer Science or related 

and one (1) year experience to
Performs Software installations and 
upgrades to JAVA, J2EE application 

servers. Supports the J2EE application 
servers weblogic, jboss and Oracle

Application server (OAS).
Senior Software Engineer (14117) with 

Bachelor’s degree in Computer
Applications, Computer Science, Any 

analytical sciences, Technology or
related and Five (5) years of experience. 

Formulate, develop, implement and
deliver applications, technical and 

business solutions. Develop program,
Implementing solutions. Manage cost, 

schedule and service deliverables.
Work location is Chantilly, VA with 
required Travel to client locations

throughout USA. Please mail resumes to 
Syscom Technologies Inc, 4229

Lafayette Center Drive, Suite #1880, 
Chantilly, VA 20151 or Fax to

703-668-0714.

EmploymentEmployment
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

COMMERCIAL SPACE 

AVAILABLE

LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF SHIRLEY 

GATE AND LEE HWY, AWESOME 

VISIBLITY AND ONLY 1 MILE FROM 

BOTH ROUTES 50 AND 66.

1000SQFT WITH 2 OFFICES, RESTROOM 

AND LARGE BAY, CALL OR STOP IN 

TODAY… 703-352-8840 EXT 2

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF CLIFTON
FEBRUARY 4, 2014

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Clifton Town Council
and Planning Commission will hold a joint Public Hearing on
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Clifton Com-
munity Hall, 12641 Chapel Road, Clifton, Virginia. The purpose
is to consider amendment and revision of the Signs regulations
within the Zoning Ordinance, found in Chapter 9, Article 2 Gen-
eral Regulations, Section 9-14 of the Code of Town of Clifton,
Virginia.  

The proposed revision is available for review on the Town web-
site at http://clifton-va.com/TownCode.pdf under the Town
Council/Legislation drop-down menu.   A hard copy may be ex-
amined at the Clifton Post Office, 12644 Chapel Road, Clifton,
Virginia.  All interested parties are encouraged to attend the
Public Hearing to  express their views with respect to the pro-
posed amendment  and revision of the Signs section of the
Zoning Ordinance.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE

Exclusive wine Imports, LLC 
trading as Exclusive Wine Im-
ports, 7361 D Lockport Place, 
Lorton, VA 22079. The above 
establishment  is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL(ABC) for a Wine 
Importer and Wholesale wine 
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. James 
Ungerleider, sole member.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

ABC LICENSE
Exclusive wine Imports, LLC 
trading as Exclusive Wine Im-
ports, 7361 D Lockport Place, 
Lorton, VA 22079. The above 
establishment  is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL(ABC) for a Wine 
Importer and Wholesale wine 
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. James 
Ungerleider, sole member.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE

ZBA LLC, trading as Epicure
Cafe, 11104 Lee Highway,
Fairfax, VA 22030. The above
establishment is applying to
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) for a wine
and beer off and on premises
and mixed beverage on prem-
ises license to sell or manufac-
ture alcoholic beverages.
Khosrow Rezaelpour CEO
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be
submitted to ABC no later than
30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered
at www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

MANAGEMENT
Garden Center

Assistant Managers
Manager Trainees

Meadows Farms Nurseries is now 
hiring Assistant Managers and 

Manager Trainees for our Virginia 
nurseries in Fairfax & Loudoun 

counties. Outside work with some 
heavy lifting.

Manager Trainees $12/hour-
no experience needed. 

Assistant Managers $12.50-
15/hour plus bonuses-previous 

experience mandatory.
Benefits after 90 days include

medical, dental 401K, paid leave 
and tuition reimbursement.

Email resume to:
pwandel@meadowsfarms.com

or fax resume to 703-327-2641
attn:  Phyllis

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Busy internal medicine office in 

Burke needs part time front desk 
staff.  Must be able to multi-task.   

Experience preferred.  
Email resume to 

patriciabounds@hotmail.com

Learn a Trade at Mount Vernon
Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff

to work as Historic Trades Interpreters
At George Washington’s Gristmill, Distillery,

Pioneer Farm & Blacksmith Shop
Help tell the story of George Washington

the entrepreneur
Prior interpretive experience preferred

Please contact Steve Bashore,
Manager of Historic Trades

At 703-799-6805 or by e-mail
sbashore@mountvernon.org

Saturday, February 1 at 9:00 A.M.
Presentation begins at 9:20

Learn more about teaching at our school and
finding jobs in private schools. We welcome

teachers of diverse backgrounds and experiences.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304

703-212-2284

is hosting an

EDUCATOR OPEN HOUSE

BARBER SHOP FOR SALE

40 Year Location in Hollin Hall Area

Owner/Operator Only 
Need Apply

(804)746-1024

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.
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Richard Esposito
703-503-4035
Richard@LNF.com
Service is the difference I provide

Come to the HEART
of Real Estate, since 1980
Proudly Serving Northern VA
KAY HART, CRS, GRI
Associate Broker
Life Member NVAR Top Producer
kay.hart@longandfoster.com
703-503-1860

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

Pep Bauman
“Put Pep’s Energy to Work for You”

703-314-7055
PepLnF.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service: www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-473-1803, 703-309-8948

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

JON SAMPSON
jon.sampson@longandfoster.com
jonsampsonrealtor.com
703-307-4357

David Levent
703-338-1388
davidshomes@lnf.com
Selling  Virginia’s

Finest Homes

Act while the mortgage
rates remain low and

before prices rise!
I will help you through

the process.

Herndon $249,900
Updated 3rd floor condo with almost 1000 sq. feet finished space.
Hardwood floors in the living and dining room areas, upgraded kitchen,
washer and dryer in unit. Walk to pool, weight room and club room.
Minutes to Park and Ride on Monroe Street. New Metro coming in 2018.

Thinking about Selling or Buying?
2014 may be the perfect financial time to do so.

Consider COST not just Price. Call me and let me
help you make the right decision.

Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

Burke Centre $675,000
Stunning Kitchen, screened-in porch, cul-de-sac location

Clifton $645,000
Updates throughout; main lvl master on beautiful 5 acres
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Coming Soon!
Burke Townhouse

3 Finished Levels, 3 BRs, 2.5 BAs, Fully Finished Walkout
Basement, Hardwoods Main Level.  Call For Details.

Springfield $324,900
All brick end townhome with fenced back yard * 3 finished levels
* 3 bedrms & 2.5 baths * Large eat-in kitchen with granite count-
ers * New paint & carpet * 2 assigned parking spaces.

Call Judy 703-503-1885.

Burke $549,000
Beautiful home in
Cardinal Glen *
Marble entry foyer
w/dual staircase *
Gleaming wood floors
* Updated kitchen
w/cherry cabinets,
corian counters, new
SS appliances *

Remodeled bathrooms * 25 x 12 Florida rm opens to large
deck * Master bedroom with walk-in closet & master bath
with double vanities & air jet tub also opens to deck *
Spacious family room with brick hearth gas fireplace opens to
patio in fenced back yard.

Call Judy 703-503-1885.

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

Mt. Vernon
Area $700,000

CUSTOM
BUILT!!!

Large 5 Bedrm,
3.5 bath
Colonial on
beautiful half-
acre wooded lot!
Located near

end of quiet cul-de-sac, this 3 level home has an oversized
2 car garage + additional off street parking. Many extras
including Sun Rm, Fam. Rm w/ Fireplace off Gourmet
kitchen, Deck, Finished basement, and Master suite w/
dual walk-in closets and luxury bath! 703-981-3277.
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Happy and Prosperous
New Year 2014 to all!

Watch this space for some great Properties,
coming on the market in February and March

when Spring is just around the corner.
The excitement is building!

Call Kay Hart for advice on listing
your home and advertising it in this space

or for buying a new home this Spring.
Kay Hart 703-503-1860

Kay.hart@longandFoster.com

ANOTHER GREAT YEAR AHEAD OF US
2014!!

Are you looking to buy in a particular neighborhood?
Call Me....

I can be of help in finding that new home!
30+ years of Experience!

EXPERIENCE + KNOWLEDGE +
SERVICE= RESULTS!!

Call Sheila, 703-503-1895

Fairfax
Cape Cod

Charm meets
modern day
living!
Thanks to the
designer who
married the
lovely quali-
ties of a Cape
Cod with
today’s style.

Call to see this remodeled home which will hit the market
shortly.  4 BRs, 3 FB, 3- level home with covered porch.
Total square footage 2,500.

Many credit union members
have benefits when buying and/or
selling a home that can save you

thousands of dollars.
Call us for more information and to see

if your credit union participates.
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Lorton Station $525,000
Picture perfect, 3 BR, 3.5 BAs, gleaming hardwoods on 2 lev-
els!  Fenced yard w/patio. Walk to Lorton Station and VRE!
Move in perfect!
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Burke Centre $614,750
This updated Westbridge model has over 2,000 sq. ft.
Renovated with enlarged kitchen and screened-in porch.
Call Richard, your Burke Centre Specialist for details.

RICHARD ESPOSITO 703-856-2529


