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“We have warm hearts
for cold noses”

Comfortable Boarding & Professional Grooming Services Available!

Are you looking for Dr. Kathleen Phillips? You have found her – she is at Pet Medical Center of
Springfield located on Rolling Road in the Saratoga Center. She is excited to continue seeing her
established patients as well as meeting new ones. Our receptionists will help guide you in making
the necessary arrangements to transfer your pet’s medical history for a smooth and stress free tran-
sition into our practice. We look forward to welcoming you and your four legged friends.

During the month of February, in addition to celebrating Dr. Phillips joining our practice, we are also
celebrating National Pet Dental Health Month by offering $50.00 off of any dental procedure. We’d
be happy to see your pet for a complimentary evaluation of their dental health and to provide a com-
prehensive estimate for any recommended dental services. To take advantage of the special offer,
please call 703-455-1188.

Pet Medical Center of Springfield
has the latest in technology and
professional care to help your pet
through those bumps in the road.

8054 Rolling Road, Springfield, VA 22153 • M-F 7am-7pm, Sat 7am-1pm

Dr. Barry Rosenbluth
Dr. Jim MacLean
Dr. Diane Nichols

Dr. Kathleen Phillips

ph. 703-455-1188
pmcsvet.com

Established
1982

News

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

L
aura McKie, a volunteer at the
Prison Museum at the Lorton
Workhouse Arts Center, said she
doesn’t expect the museum’s ev-

eryday operations to change too much as
Fairfax County takes greater control over
the center.

“I think everything will carry on as nor-
mal,” McKie said. He is referring to the Jan.
14 Board of Supervisors’ decision, which
will abolish the current Lorton Arts Foun-
dation Board. Fairfax County will assume
$30 million in debt, settling the agreement
with Wells Fargo Bank, which the Lorton
Arts Foundation has entered into a debt of
$60 million.

Still, county officials such as Springfield
District Supervisor Pat Herrity question the
Jan. 14 Board of Supervisors’ decision.
Herrity, who was the only Supervisor who
dissented in the decision, said that foreclo-
sure could have been avoided, even with-
out Fairfax County assuming the
Foundation’s debt. “We had more time and
we didn’t take it,” Herrity said. “This wasn’t

our loan. We had no legal obligation to pay
off this debt.”

Braddock District Supervisor John Cook,
however, said before the Board of Supervi-
sors decision that if the decision to assume
the loan was not made, foreclosure would
have been inevitable. “The fact of the mat-
ter is, if this deal was not made today, the
bank was going to foreclose on that loan
this month, and we had to act,” Cook said.

Cook said before the Jan. 14 vote that the
Lorton Arts Foundation failed, something
Herrity disagrees with.

“The Lorton Arts Foundation didn’t fail.
They did the best they could with the situ-
ation,” Herrity said. He added that circum-
stances were tough, however, especially
considering the location of the arts center.

“Even the Torpedo Factory in Old Town
Alexandria isn’t surviving,” Herrity said.

In 2002, Fairfax County purchased 2,440
acres of federal land, which was the site of
the historic Occoquan Workhouse Prison,
for $4.2 million. In 2006, the Lorton Arts
Foundation renovated the former prison
into an arts center after approval from the
Board of Supervisors. Chairman Sharon

Bulova has attended many events at the
Workhouse Arts Center. McKie, who orga-
nized the “American Women: The Long and
Winding Road” lecture series at the Prison
Museum, said Bulova attended the first lec-
ture and will participate in the event in
March. “She is a big supporter of our pro-
gram,” McKie said.

Bulova issued a statement following the
Board of Supervisors decision, stressing the
economic difficulties faced by the Lorton
Arts Foundation.

“However, like many nonprofits and busi-
nesses alike, the LAF has not been immune
to the economic recession and slow recov-
ery. Simply put, the past few years have
proven an intensely difficult time to raise
money for the arts, and the Workhouse Arts
Center’s operations have not generated
enough revenue to cover expenses, espe-
cially debt it incurred for capital renova-
tions,” Bulova said in the statement.

Herrity said he is opposed to spending
$30 million of taxpayer’s money, and be-
lieves Fairfax County should look at longer
term solutions. “We shouldn’t be bailing out
a bank because it made a bad loan,” Herrity
said. “We should be looking at monetizing
the surrounding land.”

Cook, however, said that nobody is being
bailed out with this agreement, and that the
agreement was necessary to avoid litigation.
“It is not true that there was no potential
legal liability to the county. We own the
land. We own the buildings,” Cook said.

Lee District Supervisor Jeffrey McKay sup-
ported the decision in order to protect the
county’s investment in the Workhouse. “This
is a county with over a million people. We
ought to have an arts center in this county,
but we ought to have one that is fiscally
well-managed and controlled, and one that
we have some lever of oversight with,”
McKay said.

New Leadership for Workhouse Arts Center
Board of Supervisors continues
to debate future success of center. P
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News
Springfield Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

W
est Springfield High School
freshman Rylie Smedley
said her school’s need for
renovation doesn’t impact

her everyday life at school too much, but
that repair is obviously needed.

“A lot of the bathrooms don’t work,” said
Smedley.

It was this state of disrepair that led Eric
Hawkins, a resident of West Springfield
since 2001, to join other parents and com-
munity advocates in 2008 to create SOAR,
a group dedicated to ensuring West Spring-
field High School renovations by 2016.

Fairfax County Public School’s current
Capital Improvement Program only allows
for one high school to be renovated every
educational bond, which is bi-annual.

This has led to a queue of schools in line
to be funded for renovation. West Spring-
field renovation is due to begin in 2016,
but Hawkins said this timeline negatively
impacts students and teachers currently at
West Springfield.

“Some classrooms are freezing cold while
others are steaming hot on the same day. It
is as basic as bathrooms not functioning
properly, to huge temperature fluctuations
in classrooms on the same day,” Hawkins
said. “Most importantly, the school does not
provide an optimal learning environment.
The facility of West Springfield does not
provide optimal learning environments and
does not even meet the educational speci-

fications of Fairfax County Public Schools.”
According to Hawkins, schools in need of

repair are forced to wait for years before
renovation can take place.

“No Fairfax County high school facility
should ever be in the situation that West
Springfield is in today. The most unfortu-
nate reality is that not only is it West Spring-
field. Behind West Springfield in the reno-
vation queue is Oakton, Herndon and Falls
Church,” Hawkins said. “If you think for-
ward, and you can only fund one of these
every other year, you are literally saying that
all of these other high schools are not go-
ing to be renovated until the mid-2020s.”

IN 2013, the Infrastructure Financing
Committee was created to discuss capital
needs of both Fairfax County Public Schools
and county government.

Hawkins said SOAR had been advocat-
ing for a collaborative group between the
schools and the county for four years be-
fore it was finally established in 2014.

“We wanted schools and the county to
work together to what we saw, even at that
time, as an impending crisis of unmet and
unfunded infrastructure and capital needs.
Community groups like ours saw that im-
pending crisis three or four years ago,”
Hawkins said.

SOAR has been working for the past four
years with their elected officials, including
Springfield Supervisor Pat Herrity, a gradu-
ate of West Springfield High School.

Herrity said that it is problematic that
Fairfax County has increased their debt by
passing the storm water bond in 2012, but
schools like West Springfield have still not
been renovated.

“We told schools we don’t have money
and couldn’t increase bonds for renovations,
but then against the recommendation of
staff, the storm water bond was increased
in 2012,” Herrity said.

Although West Springfield is on the queue
to begin renovation in 2016, Hawkins said
he hopes that the Infrastructure Financing

Committee will address problems with the
way schools are put on the list to be reno-
vated now.

“Why has the school system communi-
cated a goal of 25-year renovations cycles,
if the county has never provided enough
funding to make that goal attainable?”
Hawkins asked. “The question we have for
the Infrastructure Financing Committee is
how can the county invest more to resolve
these unmet and unfunded capital needs,
that have been termed a crisis and the big-
gest challenge currently facing the school
system, and how quickly can incremental
funding be provided?”

West Springfield PTSA President John
Pastino, who has two children at West
Springfield High School, said that although
the school should have been renovated
sooner, its faculty and staff, along with stu-
dents, are what makes West Springfield a
viable place to learn.

“The teachers and books are still the
same, whether the infrastructure changes
or not, you still have the same teachers, you
still have the same books,” Pastino said.
“They’ve had issues over the past couple of
years with maintenance. That obviously
impacts the learning abilities of the students
and the teachers to teach.”

According to Pastino, West Springfield
High School renovations will include larger
classrooms, new windows, an increased
parking lot size, and much more.

“We’re being told it’s going to look like a
new school when it’s done,” Pastino said.

Hawkins hopes the IFC can make changes
that will positively impact the timing of West
Springfield’s renovation.

“At the current rate, only children in sec-
ond grade or younger will attend a com-
pletely renovated West Springfield High
School,” Hawkins said.

West Springfield Renovations Still Years Off
Citizens question
Capital Improvement
Program funding.

Springfield District Supervisor Pat Herrity and Del. Dave Albo, both
graduates of West Springfield High School, work closely with SOAR to
ensure the renovation of the school.
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By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

A
 46-year-old Fairfax man is facing
more than a decade in prison after
being indicted last week by a Fed-

eral grand jury in Alexandria. He is Padraic
Collins, and he was indicted Thursday, Jan.
23, on a charge of production of child por-
nography.

According to U.S. District Court docu-
ments, he was allegedly found in posses-
sion of videos containing child pornogra-
phy while he tried to cross the border into
Canada. Homeland Security Investigations
(HSI) Washington received information
from HSI Toronto regarding Collins at the

Lansdowne, Canada Port of Entry.
He was arrested by the Canadian Border

Services Agency and charged with import-
ing and possessing child pornography files
on a handheld video camera and a laptop.
Authorities say the seven videos confiscated
reportedly show Collins engaging in sexual
activity with an underage girl.

HSI Washington, in coordination with HSI
Toronto and the Ottawa Provincial Police,
determined the identity of the 11-year-old
child in the videos. Court documents state
that she allegedly identified Collins as her
abuser and confirmed the details of the
sexual abuse.

According to authorities, the girl reported
that the crime happened in Springfield. The
indictment lists the alleged offense date as
Dec. 18, 2011. It also states that the visual
evidence documenting it was contained on
Collins’s Sony Handycam video camera and

his Dell Latitude laptop computer.
If he is convicted, Collins could be sen-

tenced to anywhere from a mandatory mini-
mum of 15 years behind bars to a possible
maximum of 30 years. He’s scheduled for
arraignment this Friday, Jan. 31, at 9 a.m.,
before Judge Claude Hilton in U.S. District
Court in Alexandria. His plea or trial date
should be set at that time.

The investigation was conducted by HSI
Washington, with assistance from HSI
Toronto, HSI Buffalo, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, the Ottawa Provincial
Police and the U.S. Marshals Service. Spe-
cial Assistant U.S. Attorney Alicia J. Yass, a
trial attorney with the Child Exploitation
and Obscenity Section of the U.S. Justice
Department’s Criminal Division, is prosecut-
ing the case on behalf of the United States.

Dana J. Boente, Acting U.S. Attorney for
the Eastern District of Virginia, and Scot R.

Rittenberg, Acting Special Agent in Charge
of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE), HSI Washington, made the an-
nouncement about Collins after the grand
jury returned the indictment against him
to U.S. Magistrate Judge T. Rawles Jones
Jr.

This prosecution is part of Project Safe
Childhood, a nationwide initiative launched
in May 2006 by the Department of Justice
to combat the growing epidemic of child
sexual exploitation and abuse.

Led by U.S. Attorneys’ Offices and the
Criminal Division’s Child Exploitation and
Obscenity Section, Project Safe Childhood
uses federal, state and local resources to
better find, apprehend and prosecute people
who exploit children via the Internet, as well
as to identify and rescue victims. For more
information, go to
www.projectsafechildhood.gov.

Federal Grand Jury Indicts Fairfax Man
Accused of producing
child pornography.
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McKay to Tour
Schools in
Lee District

Lee District Supervisor Jeffrey
McKay announced Tuesday that
he will be touring all schools in
the Lee District in order to speak
with principals regarding chal-
lenges as the debate surrounding
Superintendent Karen Garza’s
proposed budget continues.

“These are difficult budget
times and they’re not likely to get
easier, especially when rhetoric
seems to trump common sense,”
Supervisor McKay said in a state-
ment. “My goal is to find the road
that leads to practical solutions
and I want to view those solu-
tions through our principals’
eyes.

By going beyond a budget cut
list to understand how our
schools, programs, communities,
and elected officials can all work
together, I’m hoping to make our
budget process a little less
fraught.”

McKay will begin his tour with
Hayfield Secondary School on
Jan. 29.

Following the tour, McKay
will share his observations with
Garza, School Board members,
the Lee District PTSA, and his
fellow Board of Supervisors
members.

News

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

L
ater start times, class size, and cuts
to needs-based staffing were ma-
jor themes of the testimony given
at the Jan. 27 public hearing on

Superintendent Karen Garza’s proposed
budget.

Members and representatives of SLEEP in
Fairfax, Fairfax County Federation of Teach-
ers, Coalition of the Silence, and many other
groups spoke at the public hearing.

Several SLEEP advocates at the hearing
said that Fairfax County should follow the
example of other school systems in the area
and adjust middle and high school start
times, beginning in Fall 2014.

Catherine Pournelle, an eighth-grader at
Lake Braddock Secondary School, said most
teenagers only get around seven hours a
sleep per night, which leads to several prob-
lems while in school.

“I know from experience that this then
causes us all to feel drowsy and not pay at-
tention as well during morning classes. It
especially becomes hard when homework

piles up, causing us all to get to bed later
and creating a spiral of sleepiness until the
weekend,” Pournelle said. “Overall it does
not create a healthy environment for lean-
ing.”

Stuart Orloff, a 10th-grader in Fairfax
County Public Schools, agreed. “School is a
great idea. Sure there are flaws, but it is an
important part of growing up. The problem
is, I’m only half awake to experience it. In
class, I can hardly focus because I’m trying
too hard to stay awake,” Orloff said.

Another concern several speakers have
with the budget is the cuts to need-based
staffing.

Coalition of the Silence co-founder and
vice chair Dr. Lolita Mancheno-Smoak
stressed the importance of closing the
achievement gap in Fairfax County, which
she said cannot be done with the proposed
budget.

“We all accept the premise that education
is the great equalizer. However, over the
years, we keep seeing budget cuts that
weaken the progress towards leveling the
playing field for all children,” Mancheno-
Smoak said.

COTS co-founder Avis Catchings also
spoke, and said that while COTS supports
some aspects of the budget, including the
decision to pay teachers fairly, she is disap-
pointed with some of its other aspects.

“This is about life choices for COTS kids.
When COTS kids fail in school, too often
they also fail in life,” Catchings said. “Pro-
posing any cuts to needs-based staffing
when the FCPS student population has in-
creased by the thousands, and when most
of this growth is in our neediest communi-
ties, is just not a good choice.”

Several students also advocated for chil-
dren who are underrepresented and disad-
vantaged. Alanna Brown, a ninth-grader at
Lake Braddock Secondary School, spoke

about the digital divide in Fairfax County.
Brown said she thinks that while digital

textbooks are helpful, it is unfair for poorer
students who don’t have access to the
internet at home.

“Although there are low-income students
at Lake Braddock, I don’t believe there are
that many, but there are other places like
Alexandria and other areas in Virginia that
have many more poor students,” Brown
said. “Many of these students may not have
access to the internet at home, and I don’t
believe it is fair that they may get bad grades
because they can’t do their homework be-
cause they don’t have access to the internet
at home.”

At the hearing, Steven Greenberg, presi-
dent of the Fairfax County Federation of
Teachers, praised Garza for her budget pro-
posal.

“Dr. Garza’s budget is the best lemonade
anyone could possible make, considering
the rotten lemons we’ve been given,”
Greenberg said.

However, former school board member
Tina Hone, a founder of Coalition of the
Silence, said that the organization is strug-
gling with the proposed cuts to need-based
staffing.

“Even Jack didn’t cut needs-based staff-
ing,” said Hone of the former Fairfax County
Public Schools Superintendent Jack Dale.

Debate Over School Budget Continues
Later start times,
class size discussed.

Janet Laubgross and Fairfax
County Public Schools student
Stuart Orloff spoke in support of
later high school start times at the
public hearing.
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Opinion

C
onsider that in statewide elections,
Virginia voters have chosen Demo-
crats in the last two presidential
elections, for U.S. Senate, for Gov-

ernor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney Gen-
eral.

Almost none of these elections was by
a wide margin, but it’s clear that Vir-
ginia is a purple state leaning blue.

Here are the actual numbers:
2013
McAuliffe (D) 1,069,789; Cuccinelli (R) 1,013,389
Northam (D) 1,213,155; Jackson (R) 980,257
Herring (D) 1,103,777; Obenshain (R) 1,103,612

2012
Obama (D) 1,971,820; Romney (R) 1,822,522
Kaine (D) 2,010,067; Allen (R) 1,785,542

It’s reasonable to assume that a state so
evenly divided would be about evenly divided
in political representation.

How is possible then that Virginia House of
Delegates consists of 67 Republicans and 33
Democrats?

Why is it that Virginia’s delegation to the U.S.
House of Representatives consists of 11 Repub-
licans and three Democrats?

The split in the Virginia Senate makes sense,
a 20-20 split with a Republican Lieu-
tenant Governor breaking tie votes the
last four years and a Democratic Lieu-
tenant Governor poised to break ties

in the coming four years (pending this week’s
recount in the special election in District 6 to
replace Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam).

Virginia’s 11 Congressional districts should

Virginia is a purple
state, gerrymandered
to bleed red.

For Nonpartisan Redistricting

Steven G. Artley/The Connection

be split about evenly. You could understand a
split five Dems and six Republicans; or five
Republicans and six Democrats. A four and
seven split would smack of some unusual cir-
cumstance. But three and eight?

The answer is gerrymandering.
Both political parties have been guilty of this

when in power, although new technology and
better data have made the process more egre-
gious, the effects more damaging.

Political parties should not control the draw-
ing of political districts. Gerrymandering
thwarts the will of the electorate. It is espe-
cially damaging in a Dillon rule state, like Vir-
ginia, where localities have only the power
explicitly granted to them by the General As-
sembly,

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
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Springfield

To the Editor:
In 2008, a group of concerned

parents and community members
created SOAR West Springfield to
advocate for much needed atten-
tion for the neglected West Spring-
field High School facility after
former FCPS Facilities VP Dean
Tistadt admitted in a May 2008
West Springfield community Town
Hall

meeting that WSHS had been
“omitted and overlooked” in prior
renovation queues. How and why
did that happen?

SOAR has been collaboratively
advocating for more timely school
renovations for the past five years.
We have met multiple times with
School Board members and Super-
visors Pat Herrity, John Cook and
Sharon Bulova where we have pre-
sented ideas and proposals for
faster school renovations.

Although the school system’s
goal is to renovate schools every
25 years, actual renovation
timelines have often exceeded 40
years. West Springfield High
School has never received a struc-

tural renovation since it opened in
1966 — 48 years and counting —
and is not projected to be fully
renovated until 2019. Also, three
other unrenovated high schools

all built in the 1960s languish
in queue behind West Springfield
and are not projected to be reno-
vated until the 2020s. Are these
school renovation timelines viable
for Fairfax County?

FCPS leadership has repeatedly
stated since at least 2008 that cur-
rent capital funding is not suffi-
cient to renovate all schools within
their 25-year goal. The School
Board has referred to the renova-
tion queue backlog as a “crisis,”
and also admitted in a recent

meeting that the 25-year renova-
tion goal has not been achieved
since 1990.

In January 2012, the School
Board requested an incremental
$25 million in capital funding that
the Board of Supervisors did not
approve, saying the county
couldn’t afford it. However, In May
2012, the Board of Supervisors
approved an incremental $30 mil-
lion in capital funding for the
“stormwater bond” to provide
flood control solutions for approxi-
mately 200 homes in Alexandria.
In January 2013, School Board
again requested an incremental
$25 million in funding.

These developments led to the
creation in 2013 of a new joint
School Board-Board of Supervisors
task force called the Infrastructure
Financing Committee (IFC) to find
solutions to county and school sys-
tem unmet capital needs.

How can the school system con-
tinue to thrive if too many of its
older, unrenovated schools like
West Springfield High School fail
to provide optimal learning envi-
ronments? How can Fairfax
County provide adequate capital
funding to renovate schools in a
more timely manner to achieve
their own goals? Why has the
school system continually commu-
nicated a goal of 25-year renova-
tion cycles if the county has never
provided enough funding to make
that goal achievable?

West Springfield High School is
a great school in an unacceptable
facility. WSHS staff and students
continue to endure ongoing facil-
ity challenges that include instruc-
tional spaces that are not optimal
and that do not conform to FCPS
standards, an HVAC system that

Letter to the Editor

See Letter,  Page 14

Funding Urgently Needed
For School Renovations

Editorial
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

Celebrate the Chinese New Year
Feb. 2-6, Feb. 9-13, Feb. 16-20, Feb. 23-28

With Darrin’s Special 9-Course Dinner Menu!

703-569-4800
Dine-In • Carry Out

6228-A Rolling Road
(W. Springfield Shopping Ctr.)

Springfield, VA

by Times
Newspapers

by Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce

by Chinese
Restaurant News

Voted
“Best Chinese
Restaurant in

Fairfax
County”

Chosen
“Best

Restaurant”

Voted
Top 10

for 2007

Reservations
are a must!

Must request special menu when
making your reservation.

(Regular Menu also available)

Appetizer

Live Lobster w/Fresh Mango Salad

Special Crispy Fresh Salmon Roll

Soup

Alaskan King Crab
w/Fresh Asparagus

Main Entrée

Fresh Lobster Tail w/Ginger,
Onion in Chef ’s Special Sauce

Dynasty Beef Tenderloin

Chili’s Sea Bass w/Special Sauce

Pineapple Fried Rice w/Shrimp,
Roast Pork in Pineapple Shell

Dessert

Tropical Fresh Fruits

Glass of Special Plum Wine

The Finest Asian Fusion Cuisine

Asian
Grill

Commentary

See Filler-Corn,  Page 14

By Del. Eileen Filler-Corn

Special to The Connection

Wednesday, Jan. 8
Today marked the opening of the 2014 Virginia

General Assembly Session. The Session kicked off
with the 48th Annual Commonwealth Prayer Break-
fast, where I joined 900 other Virginians to offer
prayers for our country, armed forces, and legisla-
tors. It was an early start to a busy day, but an

inspiring way to kick off the new
Session. During the first floor
session of 2014, all the new and
returning members took our
oath of office to serve our coun-
try and our Commonwealth.

Speaker William Howell announced the 2014 Com-
mittee assignments, and I was honored to be
reappointed to the Finance Committee; Transpor-
tation Committee and Militia, Police and Public
Safety Committee. We closed for the day in remem-
brance of peace activist and former President of
South Africa, Nelson Mandela. In the evening, I
joined members from the House and the Senate to
attend Governor McDonnell’s final State of the
Commonwealth and farewell address.

Thursday, Jan. 9
With only 60 days to discuss thousands of bills,

resolutions, and amendments, we hit the ground
running. It was a busy day full of meetings with
several constituents and colleagues as we discussed
different pieces of legislation and how they would
affect Virginia. I had the privilege of meeting with
several members of the Veterans for Foreign Wars
as part of their lobby day. I also met with Dr. An-
gel Cabrera, president of George Mason University.
GMU is one of the fasted growing universities in the
country and provides a tremendous benefit to our

Fairfax community. GMU
was also just named a top
100 public university in the
country. The evening ended
by celebrating our newly-
elected Attorney General,
Mark Herring at his inaugu-
ral gala.

Friday,
Jan. 10

Friday was the end of a short, but full, first week.
I joined Dr. Cabrera and several other George
Mason faculty for a meet-and-greet breakfast. Be-
fore an early floor session, I attended the Militia,
Police, and Public Safety Committee’s first meeting
of 2014. Throughout the day, I was busy finalizing
my 2014 proposed budget amendments before the
submission deadline. I submitted a total of six bud-
get amendments focusing on education and health
services issues. That evening, I joined friends and
colleagues at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts to
celebrate the inauguration of our new Lieutenant
Governor Ralph Northam.

Saturday, Jan. 11
Saturday was Inauguration Day for the 72nd

Governor of Virginia, Terry McAuliffe. After being
selected to serve on the Common Ground for Vir-
ginia Transition Team, I was thrilled to be in
Richmond with the new Governor and his family
to celebrate. The General Assembly met in a Joint
Assembly in the House Chamber at 11:15. We then
joined the McAuliffe, Northam, and Herring fami-
lies on the Capitol portico for the inauguration
ceremony at noon. The weather was not ideal (to
be kind) but the rain let up and the sun actually

Filler-Corn Shares Observations

Richmond

Report
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Winter Fun, Food & Entertainment

Viewpoints

B
urke Residents have been inter-
acting with members of the
George Mason University Fairfax
Campus for some time.  One of

the benefits of this relationship includes use
of Mason’s many cultural and entertainment
events at the Patriot Center and the Center
for the Arts.

In February, the Royal Philharmonic Or-
chestra will be coming to the Center for the
Arts, featuring conductor and violinist
Pinchas Zukerman.

At Mason’s Art and Design Building’s Fine
Arts Gallery, “Black and White and Thread
All Over” will be displayed until Feb. 21.

The exhibit, arranged by Virginia Com-
monwealth University Professor Sonya
Clark, uses textiles, combs and hair as a
commentary on race, culture and identity.
An artist lecture and reception will take
place in the Fine Arts Gallery Feb. 4, 1:30
p.m. Other events at Mason include the
Haifa Symphony Orchestra of Israel, Wal-
nut Street Theatre’s “Driving Miss Daisy,”
and Mark Morris Dance Group.

Ticket prices vary. Visit cfa.gmu.edu for
more information.

Burke residents can also travel to the City
of Fairfax for the 2014 Chocolate Lovers
Festival, taking place Feb. 1-2. Learn more
at chocolatefestival.net

— Janelle Germanos

Staying Warm and Entertained in Burke
Check out GMU’s
Center for the Arts
for winter fun.

Under the baton of Maestro Boguslaw Dawidow, Haifa Symphony Or-
chestra of Israel will be coming to George Mason’s Center for the Arts
this Saturday, Feb. 1 at 8 p.m.

What do you like
to do for fun in the
wintertime?
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Rylie Smedley, 9th

grader at West
Springfield High
School
“I like going to D.C.”

Morgan Geer, student
at South County

Middle School
“I like drinking warm

drinks and baking
cookies.”

Emma Henderson, 12th

grader at South
County High School
“The Gaylord Hotel
Ice Sculpture is really
fun to look at. It’s nice
being so close to D.C.”

Violet Smith, student
at South County

Middle School
“My family likes to

go skiing a lot.”

Olivia Hoffmaster,
student at South
County Middle
School
“I like hanging out
with friends.”

Jimmy Luehers,
student at George
Mason University

“I like to eat.”

Derrik Marrow,
student at George
Mason University
“I like sleeping and
relaxing.”

Laura Jasso, educa-
tor, JCC of Northern

Virginia
“I love to play in the

snow and sled.”

Erez Cramer, student
at George Mason
University
“I like to sled and
hang out in the
snow.”

— Janelle

Germanos

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

I
f tired of spending another cold winter
day at the movie theatre or bowling
alley, try something educational for a

change. Take a step back in time this win-
ter by visiting the Franconia Museum, lo-
cated at the Franconia Government Center
on Franconia Road. This museum, founded
in 2006, offers information about the
Franconia area that dates back to the Civil
War.

Pictures, artifacts and stories are abun-

dant in the museum, bringing visitors back
in time to an era when life was simpler.

The Franconia Museum has a simple mis-
sion: to promote the heritage of the
Franconia area. The museum is heavy in
Civil War memorabilia.

THE HISTORICAL LAUREL GROVE
SCHOOL, a couple minutes from the
Franconia Museum down the road on
Beulah Street, offers another historical
glance at life in the area. Every Saturday in
February, the museum is offering an open
house with free admission.

Laurel Grove School was a one-room
school house for African-American children
in Franconia from 1882-1932. Visitors to
the school can learn about what it was like
to go to school with multiple grades in one
room.

The museum curator, Phyllis Ford of the
Fairfax County Historical Commission, will
also be present to ask questions.

“We decided to have an open house ev-
ery Saturday in February for Black History

Month. We’re mostly opening up for the
community to tell some of the history of
how the school got started, and talk about
the history from slavery to the Jim Crowe
Period,” Ford said.

Visitors can see a map from the 1860s
showing where families lived in the area.

“We are trying to get three women who
went to the school to visit on Feb. 22,” Ford
said.

“On the other Saturdays, we will be show-
ing a video of the women.”

Winter Fun with Local History
Take a break from
the cold to learn
about the Franconia
Museum and Laurel
Grove School.

More Information
Franconia Museum
Address: 6121 Franconia Rd., Franconia, VA 22310
Phone: 703-971-4984
Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10-2 p.m., Saturday
10-2 p.m.

Laurel Grove School
Address: 6840 Beulah Street, Alexandria, 22310
Phone: 703-322-0833
Open House: February 1, 8, 15, and 22, 11-3 p.m.,
no admission fee
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Bath Packages
Available!!

Tell Her You Couldn’t Wait
to Celebrate Valentine’s Day!

9562 Old Keene Mill Rd., Burke•703-455-3100
www.flowersnferns.com

Receive $5 OFF
delivery when you

place your order for
February 11, 12 or 13

flowers ‘n’ fernsflowers ‘n’ fernsflowers ‘n’ ferns

Peak of the Season
Oyster Bar

and
Peel & Eat Shrimp

Thursday–Saturday 4–9 p.m.

Reservations Recommended

Visit our Website to view
our specials

9000 Lorton Station Blvd., Lorton, VA
703-372-1923 • firesidegrillva.com

Celebrate
Valentine’s
Weekend

Feb. 14–16

Winter Fun, Food & Entertainment

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

F
or anyone who likes chocolate, the City of
Fairfax is the place to be, this coming week
end. The 22nd annual Chocolate Lovers Festi-

val is Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 1-2, with tasty treats
and fun-filled events for the whole family.

The Taste of Chocolate — which attracts visitors
from throughout the Washington Metropolitan area
— runs Saturday, Feb. 1, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Sunday, Feb. 2, from noon-4 p.m., on both floors of
the Old Town Hall, 3999 University Drive. Admission
is free. Inside are a variety of chocolate cakes, all
kinds of chocolate candies and bars, chocolate-cov-
ered strawberries, fudge, ice cream and even choco-
late fountains into which customers may dip fruit,
cake or marshmallows.

Visitors buy pogs for $1 each and then browse
around the vendors’ tables to check out all the choco-
late treats being offered. When they decide to pur-
chase something, they pay for it in pogs. Strollers
may be left on the building’s front porch, and a fully
accessible entrance is at the door on Main Street.

Vendors at this year’s Taste of Chocolate include:
BaTer Chocolates, C & D Sweets, Cakes by Shelby,
Cameron’s Coffee & Chocolate, Capitol Chocolate
Fountains; Chocotenago, Cocoa Vienna, Confection
Connection, Dave’s Candy Kitchen, El Ceibo/Bolivia,
Extreme Ice Cream, Fair Trade Winds, Fluffy
Thoughts Cakes, Mike’s Fudge, Rocky Mountain
Chocolate Factory, Sugar Mama’s, Virginia Chocolate
Co. and Watergate Pastry.

The Chocolate Challenge, a display of imaginative
creations in chocolate — art, cakes and cupcakes —
takes place at the Nutrition Kitchen, 3950 Univer-
sity Drive. It runs Feb. 1, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Feb. 2, from noon-4 p.m.

Both professionals and amateurs participate, and
judges and visitors judge them in various categories.
Visitors may also vote for the People’s Choice Award
winner.

Saturday’s many activities kick off with the annual,
Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast, from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m., at Fire Station 3, at 4081 University Drive. Then
that evening will be the festival’s first-time, “Choco-
late and a Movie” night, featuring the original “Willie
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.” It’ll be shown at
7 p.m. at the Stacy C. Sherwood Community Center,
3740 Old Lee Hwy.

For more information about the festival and a com-
plete schedule of events, go to
www.chocolatefestival.net or call 703-385-1661. A
Chocolate Express will provide free, shuttle service

between event locations. It’ll run Feb. 1 from 9:30
a.m.-5:30 p.m. and Feb. 2 from 11:45 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Chocolate Lovers Festival this Weekend
Step Back in History
While in Fairfax

As part of the Chocolate Festival, several historic
buildings in the City of Fairfax will be open to visitors
this Saturday, Feb. 1. They are as follows:

❖ Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center,
10209 Main St., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This structure was constructed in 1873 with bricks
made at the Farr property across Main Street. The old-
est brick, two-story school building remaining in Fairfax
cost $2,750 to build. Docents and volunteers now wel-
come visitors to stop in for chocolate goodies while
learning about the city’s colorful history. Admission is
free.

❖ Ford House,
3977 Chain Bridge Road, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Visit the childhood home of Antonia Ford, a Confeder-
ate spy during the American Civil War. She provided
Confederate military leaders with information gathered
at her Fairfax home during the First Battle of Manassas.

When she was imprisoned, she fell in love with her
Union jailer, whom she later married, and their son
built the Old Town Hall. The Woman’s Club of Fairfax
created the exhibit at the Ford House, which is currently
used as an office building. Admission is free.

❖ Legato School, Route 123/Chain Bridge Road,
between Judicial Drive and Sager Avenue, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Learn about the noble heritage of chocolate and play
some games at the one-room Legato School, the last of
its kind in Fairfax County. It’s been restored and is fur-
nished as it was in the 1870s. Now operated as a
museum, Legato School is located on the grounds of the
historic Fairfax County Courthouse on Route 123. Ad-
mission is free.

❖ Ratcliffe-Allison House,
10386 Main St., noon to 4 p.m.

The oldest standing house in the City of Fairfax depicts
the lives of everyday people in 19th century Fairfax.
And during the festival, it’ll offer chocolate treats. Built
in 1812, it served a variety of purposes, including a stint
as a cobbler shop.

The house is furnished with period pieces collected
by one of its owners, the late Kitty Pozer, a famed gar-
dener and writer who lived in the house until 1981. The
Ratcliffe-Allison House features the exhibit, “Dr. Kate
Waller Barrett: Mother to Many.” The adjoining Kitty
Pozer Garden may also be visited. Admission is free.

❖ Historic Archives: In the Historic Archives in
the Fairfax Courthouse, people may view historical le-
gal documents such as The 1739 Land Grant; a page
from polling done around the county as citizens voted
to secede from the Union; the Civil War Rule Book filled
with graffiti from the soldiers stationed here; as well as
original deed books, court-order books and images of
pages from George Washington’s will. The Old Court-
house will be open to the public for the first time since
its renovation.

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
springfield@connectionnewspapers.com

or complete our online form at springfieldconnection.com
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is February 20.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in February
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Send notes to the Connection at south
@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-9416.
The deadline is the Friday prior to the next paper’s
publication. Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

SATURDAY/FEB. 1
Youth Poetry Slam. 6 p.m. George Mason

University, Johnson Center, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. Free admission.
www.poetrynowVA.com

A Broadway Valentine. 8 p.m. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Rd, Lorton. The very popular
Cabaret Series at the Workhouse will be
exploring the romantic section of the Broadway
songbook with a tribute to Valentine’s Day.
Tickets: www.workhousearts.org/

SATURDAY/FEB. 1- SUNDAY/FEB. 2
Fairfax’s Chocolate Lovers Festival. Old

Town Hall, 3999 University Drive. Indulge in all
things chocolate at this annual festival.
www.chocolatefestival.net

SUNDAY/FEB. 2
A Broadway Valentine. 1 p.m. Workhouse Arts

Center, 9601 Ox Rd, Lorton. The very popular
Cabaret Series at the Workhouse will be
exploring the romantic section of the Broadway
songbook with a tribute to Valentine’s Day.
Tickets: www.workhousearts.org/

TUESDAY/FEB. 4, 11
“Song & Character Study:” An Audition

Workshop for High School & Adult
Students. 6-8 p.m. Truro Anglican Church,
10520 Main Street, Fairfax. High School and
Adult actors and singers are invited to join CFTC
for a four week class on song and character
study. Each week will feature a master class
setting where students will bring a song to
workshop with the class. Instructors will assist
the student with delivering text as a song, with
emphasis on combining of acting and singing
skills in a well-rounded performance. Cost: $40
per student. $65 for two people in the same
family, $90 for three or more people in the same
family. www.fairfaxcitytheatre.org

THURSDAY/FEB. 6 – FRIDAY/FEB. 7
All that Jazz! 7 p.m. West Springfield High

School, 6100 Rolling Rd, Springfield. A musical
Cabaret presented by the students of the West
Springfield High School choral department and
will also feature special performances by West
Springfield’s own Personality Show Choir.
Tickets: $7. www.spartanchoir.com

SATURDAY/FEB. 8
Virginia Grand Military Band. 7:30 p.m.

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall, NVCC
Campus, 3001 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.
Performing works by Rodgers and Hammerstein,
von Suppe and Sousa. Adults $15. Band
directors, students and children admitted free.
Free parking. 703 426-4777. www.vgmb.com
manager@vgmb.com

Second Saturday Art Walk. 6-9 p.m.
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Rd, Lorton.
Tour the studios, meet the artists, enjoy
refreshments and purchase original works of art
from nearly 100 Artists at the Workhouse.

SATURDAY/FEB. 15
Couple’s Yoga. 2-3 p.m. Workhouse Arts Center,

9601 Ox Rd, Lorton. $20 per couple, no
experience is necessary—both beginners and
master yogis are invited to join. Register online:
www.workhousearts.org/

A Valentine’s Sweetheart. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Rd, Lorton.
Give kids the opportunity to learn how to bake
sweet treats, draw and paint portraits, and
participate in other Valentine’s Day activities.
$65 per child and includes the materials fee.
Register online: www.workhousearts.org/

SUNDAY/FEB. 16
The Northern Virginia NTRAK members will

have a display and N gauge trains. 1-4
p.m. Fairfax Station Railroad Museum, 11200
Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Station. Museum
members, free; adults 16 and over, $4; children
5-15, $2; under 4, free. Information on the
museum and shows is at www.fairfax-station.org
phone 703-425-9225.

SATURDAY/FEB. 22
Jeffrey Siegel, “The Power and Passion of

Beethoven.” 8 p.m., Hylton Performing Arts
Center, 10960 George Mason Circle, Manassas.
The acclaimed pianist performs Beethoven’s
“Rage Over a Lost Penny,” “Sonata Pathétique,”
and “Farewell Sonata” as part of his Keyboard
Conversation series. $20-$38, Mason ID permits
1 free ticket on Feb. 11, 2014. HyltonCenter.org.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 19
Love, Faith and Other Dirty Words. 7:30 p.m.

JCCNV, 8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. The
play, based on conversations with interfaith
couples, is a funny, moving story of couples
negotiating to maintain the balance between
devotion to each other, and devotion to their
separate faiths. Free. www.jccnvarts.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 22
7th Annual Lorton Monopoly Tournament.

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Gallery Building 16 - 2nd Floor, Lorton.
Proceeds benefit the Lorton Community Action

Truffles are
among the
many items
offered at
the Taste of
Chocolate
during the
City of
Fairfax
Chocolate
Lovers
Festival this
weekend
Feb. 1-2.

Entertainment

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise
Your Community

of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Free Admission • Free Parking
Open to the Public • Dealers Welcome

Saturday, February 8, 2014 • 9 A.M. – 5 P.M.
Springfield American Legion Post 176

6520 Amherst Ave, Springfield, VA 22150 (Just south of the Beltway)

Sponsor: Alexandria Coin Club • www.alexandriacoinclub.com
Meets the 3rd Wednesday each month, at Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St., Alexandria

Door Prizes! • Seminar at 1:00 P.M.

Alexandria Coin ShowAlexandria Coin Show
BUY
SELL

TRADE

BUY
SELL

TRADE

Winter Fun

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

F
airfax Station and Lorton residents
have the Workhouse Arts Center,
Gunston Hall, and several other
arts and historic sites at their dis-

posal for winter fun this season.
But what about a winter activity that is

somewhat off the
beaten path?

Being outdoors
and hiking can be
just as fun during
the winter
months, and the
Fairfax Station,
Lorton and Clifton
area has a variety
of great trails to
keep people ac-
tive.

It may seem
cold, but winter is
a great time to go
hiking. There are fewer crowds, and if
bundled up, short hikes can be rewarding

during the winter season.
The Bull Run-Occoquan Trail is a great

option for some hiking. The 18-mile trail
goes along the Bull Run and Occoquan Riv-
ers.

“If you did the whole thing, you would
spend anywhere from seven to 10 hours
hiking, and you’ll maybe see a house, or
maybe see a car. The only other people you
will run into are other people hiking on the
trail. That’s how isolated it is,” said Brian
Bauer, the marketing and communications
director at Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority.

Paul Gilbert, executive director of the
Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority,

said the trail is a
hidden treasure
in Fairfax
County.

“It’s like hiking
the Appalachian
Trail. You’re just
10 minutes from
Fairfax, in
Fairfax County,
and you feel like
you are in the
middle of abso-
lute wilderness.
It’s really cool,”
Gilbert said.

Occoquan Regional Park in Lorton has a
variety of short trails that offer beautiful

views of the Occoquan River.
The park is also home to historic brick

kilns, which were used to build bricks for
the Lorton Workhouse Prison.

“I love Occoquan in general,” said Lorton
resident Hau Chu, 20. “It’s just really nice.”

Remember to wear layers, hats and
gloves, wool socks, drink plenty of water,
and bring high-calorie snacks.

For residents who don’t want to brave the
cold, there are several indoor events to keep
busy, including the Workhouse Arts Center.
The Workhouse Arts Center offers several
events in the coming months, including
comedy shows, art walks and more.

Winter Fun in Lorton
Bundle up and
enjoy the outdoors
this winter.

For some winter fun in the South County area, bundle up and try a
trail, such as this one at Occoquan Regional Park.
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Residents looking for educational fun this
winter can try the Prison Museum at the
Workhouse Arts Center, which details the
history of the workhouse as a prison
throughout the 20th century.

There’s also the 2nd Saturday Art Walk on
Feb. 11, a free event that showcases the
work of more than 100 artists.

This event also includes a nonperishable
food drive for the Lorton Community Ac-
tion Center.

Occoquan Regional Park is located at
9751 Ox Road, Lorton. It is open daily from
8 a.m. until dusk, Jan. 1 – March 17. For
more information, call 703-690-2121.

Calendar

From Page 10

Center, a local human services nonprofit that assists
individuals and families with emergency food
and financial assistance, resources for improving
life skills, tutoring and after-school programs.
Registration Fee: $25 (by Feb. 19). At the Door
Fee: $35. Minimum player age: 8. Maximum
player age: None. LortonMonopoly.com

SUNDAY/FEB. 23
Train Scenery and Display Hands-On

Workshop. 1-4 p.m. Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Model train experts and enthusiasts will
teach visitors to the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum how to make authentic scenery and
displays for model train layouts of different
sizes. There is no charge for the workshop but
regular Museum Sunday admission rates apply,
$4 for adults 16 and older; $2 children 5-15;
free for Museum members and children under 5.

For more information on the Museum events,
www.fairfax-station.org. 703-425-9225.

SUNDAY/MARCH 30
Jeffrey Siegel, “The Romantic Music of

Chopin.” 7 p.m., George Mason University
Center for the Arts, 4400 University Drive, MS
2F5, Fairfax. The acclaimed pianist performs
Chopin’s compositions as part of his Keyboard
Conversations series. $19-38, Mason ID permits
1 free ticket on March 18. cfa.gmu.edu.

SUNDAY/APRIL 27
Jeffrey Siegel, “Mistresses and

Masterpieces.” 7 p.m., George Mason
University Center for the Arts, 4400 University
Drive, MS 2F5, Fairfax. The pianist performs
music inspired by composers’ major love
interests. $19-$38, Mason ID permits 1 free
ticket on April 15. cfa.gmu.edu.

Young Artists Musicale. 6 p.m., George Mason

University Center for the Arts lobby, 4400
University Drive, MS 2F5, Fairfax. Piano
students and winners of the Northern Virginia
Music Teachers Association Honors Recitals
perform short pieces. Free admission.
cfa.gmu.edu.

ONGOING
Workhouse Farmers Market. 3-6 p.m., at the

Workhouse, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Every
Thursday on the quad is a producer-only market
for discerning shoppers featuring locally grown
fruits and vegetables, locally raised meats and
poultry and local foods from breads to salsas
and sausages. www.smartmarkets.org.

First Fridays at the Clifton Art Guild. 6-9
p.m. at Clifton Wine Shop, 7145 C Main St.,
Clifton. Enjoy a wine tasting and mix and
mingle with the Art Guild of Clifton artists. 703-
830-1480 or www.artguildofclifton.org/.

Saturday Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-1 p.m., at the
parking lot at the intersection of West and Main

Streets behind Wells Fargo Bank in Fairfax.
Every Saturday there is fresh produce, goods
and wares at the market.
church@sovgracefairfax.org or
www.FairfaxSaturdayMarket.com.

Sunday Farmers Market. 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the
parking lot at the intersection of West and Main
Streets behind Wells Fargo Bank in Fairfax.
Every Saturday there is fresh produce, goods
and wares at the market.
church@sovgracefairfax.org or
www.FairfaxSundayMarket.com.

Fairfax Mosaic Wednesday Night Freshbikes
Rides. 6:30 p.m., at Fairfax Mosaic Freshbikes,
2910 District Ave., Fairfax. Weekly bike rides
leave from the Fairfax Mosaic store, the newest
addition to the Freshbikes family of stores in the
area. www.freshbikescycling.com.

Join Jewish War Veterans of the USA. The
Burke Post E 100 at 5712 Walnut Wood, Burke,
invites Jewish veterans and servicemembers to
join. 703-209-5925.

“It’s like hiking the
Appalachian Trail. You’re
just 10 minutes from Fairfax,
in Fairfax County, and you
feel like you are in the middle
of absolute wilderness.”

— Paul Gilbert, executive director of the
Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority
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By Jon Roetman

The Connection

W
ith her team trailing
by two points late in
the third quarter,

Lake Braddock senior Caitlyn
Mandela thought she was
fouled on a shot attempt and
informed an official of her dis-
pleasure with the no-call.

Mandela received a technical
foul and Woodson capitalized
by making one of two ensuing
free throws, extending its lead
to 30-27. Lake Braddock head
coach John Giannelli had a talk
with the forward before send-
ing her back in the game.

“Caitlyn plays with a lot of
emotion,” Giannelli said. “Early
in the year, I had her playing
out at the [small forward] po-
sition and it was a little bit out
of her game. Her game is more
[suited for power forward or
center] — the more contact, the
more she’s into the game and
the more that fires her up.

“The thing with Caitlyn is her
motor never stops. Sometimes
I have to sit her down and say,
let the game come to you in-
stead of you go to the game.”

Mandela didn’t let the tech-
nical foul affect her aggressive
approach. With the score tied
in the final minute, No. 33
stepped up and made a play.

Mandela scored and was
fouled with 33.9 seconds re-
maining in the fourth quarter.
She converted the free throw
and her three-point play proved
to be the difference as the Lake
Braddock girls’ basketball team
defeated Woodson 40-37 on
Jan. 27 at Lake Braddock Sec-
ondary School.

“I just saw an opening and
took it,” Mandela said. “I love
driving to the basket.”

The victory came three days
after a 51-46 loss to Annandale
and returned Lake Braddock to
the winning side of .500 with
an 8-7 record.

Woodson took a seven-point
lead in the second quarter when
a jumper by Jasmine Fasold
gave the Cavaliers a 19-12 ad-
vantage with 1:50 remaining in

the first half. But Lake Braddock
responded with a 9-0 run in 87
seconds, giving the Bruins a 21-
19 halftime lead.

No team led by more than
four points in the second half.
A bucket by Claire Swanson
gave Woodson a 37-35 lead
with 2:13 left in the fourth
quarter, but Lake Braddock tied
the score with a pair of free
throws by Marcia Altman with
less than a minute remaining
and took the lead for good with
Mandela’s three-point play.

“Any time you get a win in the
conference it’s a big boost,”
Giannelli said. “I honestly think
we stole tonight’s game because
I think Woodson played better
than us. I absolutely think
Woodson played better than us
and we just stole it. To be suc-
cessful during the season, you
need to steal a couple games. I
think that helps.”

Sophomore Caroline Jones
led Lake Braddock with 12
points. Altman finished with
seven, Nirali Shah and Christine
McGrath each scored six and
Mandela added five.

Gillie Andes led Woodson
with eight points. Swanson fin-
ished with seven and Tianay
Zeigler and Caitlin Patrick each
had six.

Lake Braddock will travel to
face T.C. Williams at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday, Jan. 30 and will
host Robinson at 5:45 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 1.

Woodson defeated
Annandale 34-30 on Tuesday
and improved to 4-12.

Lake Braddock
girls’ basketball
edges Woodson.

Mandela’s 3-Point Play
Lifts Bruins to Win

Lake Braddock sopho-
more Caroline Jones
scored a game-high 12
points against Woodson
on Jan. 27.
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Springfield Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

L
ake Braddock boys’ Basketball Coach Brian
Metress stood down the hall from the Bru-
ins’ home locker room and praised Mon-
day night’s opponent.

“They’re very good,” Metress said about the
Woodson Cavaliers. “They’ve beaten Robinson,
they’ve beaten really good teams. I think they’ll be
there at the end. They’re one of the top three teams
in the region. We just want to be part of that.

“Woodson-Lake Braddock is becoming a big bas-
ketball game.”

The Lake Braddock boys’ basketball team defeated
Woodson 56-50 on Jan. 27 at Lake Braddock Sec-
ondary School in the first of two regular-season meet-
ings between what have become the top teams in
the Patriot District/Conference 7. The Bruins im-
proved to 10-3 while handing Woodson (13-4) its
first conference loss of the season. Lake Braddock
has dropped just one conference game — a contro-
versial loss to Annandale on Jan. 10.

Woodson led 43-41 with six minutes remaining in
the fourth quarter, but Lake Braddock took the lead
for good with a 10-0 run, including three-pointers
by freshman Corey Pelham and senior John Nice.

The Cavaliers pulled to within three with less than
a minute remaining, but 6-foot-6 Lake Braddock
sophomore James Butler grabbed an offensive re-
bound off a missed free throw and scored to extend
the Bruins’ lead to two possessions.

“It’s one of those things where when the game is
chaotic, certain guys can think, I might be able to
get one here,” Metress said about Butler’s rebound
and putback. “I think he was thinking all along, I
might be able to get one of these. It was a big play.”

Lake Braddock senior Will Gregorits led all scor-
ers with 15 points. Junior forward
A.J. Alexander and Nice each scored
nine points for the Bruins.

Senior point guard Eric Bowles led
Woodson with 13 points. Junior
guard Jackson Boehman finished
with eight, and senior forward Andy
Stynchula and junior guard Trey
Johnson each had seven.

Last season, Woodson beat Lake
Braddock twice during the regular
season and finished atop the district
standings. The Bruins countered by
beating the Cavaliers in the district tournament semi-
finals before capturing the program’s first district title
in a decade. Woodson went on to win the Northern
Region title and advance to the state semifinals.

On Monday, Lake Braddock made more plays in
the fourth quarter.

“It’s always a big win,” Alexander said of beating
Woodson. “Last year, they beat us pretty good in the
regular season, we came back and beat them in the

Patriot District tournament. They’re a great team.
Everyone is talking about them every year. Bowles is
a great point guard — much respect out to him, he
kept them in the game. It’s a fun game. It’s good
playing competitive teams that can score on us.

“It’s fun beating teams by a lot, but always good to
have a good crowd-pleaser.”

Woodson closed the second quarter with a 10-0
run and led 36-32 at halftime, but failed to widen its

lead beyond six points in the second
half.

“We had a chance to take control
… and it didn’t happen,” Woodson
head coach Doug Craig said. “Give
them credit. They made all the plays
down the stretch and found a way
to make enough plays to win the
game. We had some opportunities
and we didn’t convert.”

The Cavaliers and Bruins are
scheduled to meet again on Feb. 4
at Woodson High School. However,

a water pipe recently burst in the Woodson gym, leav-
ing the facility unplayable. If the floor is not fixed in
time, the game will likely be played at Lake Braddock
or another facility.

While the Bruins got the best of the Cavaliers on
Monday, Metress said there is still more work to be
done.

“We’re under no illusions,” he said, “that this au-
tomatically gives us any more victories.”

Bruins, Cavaliers have
become Conference 7’s
top teams.

Lake Braddock Boys’
Basketball Beats Woodson

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Lake Braddock sophomore James Butler
had a key offensive rebound and putback
late in the fourth quarter of Monday’s win
over Woodson.

“Woodson-Lake
Braddock is
becoming a big
basketball game.”

— Lake Braddock boys’
Basketball Coach

Brian Metress
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Winter Savings...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

EmploymentEmployment

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Busy internal medicine office in 
Burke needs part time front desk 
staff.  Must be able to multi-task.   

Experience preferred.  
Email resume to 

patriciabounds@hotmail.com

Do you Care with a
Commitment to Quality?
Spring Hills Home Care Services Virginia

is NOW HIRING Personal Care Aides.
For Immediate Consideration please
call 703-799-0022 or send an email

to rmajeed@spring-hills.net

Saturday, February 1 at 9:00 A.M.
Presentation begins at 9:20

Learn more about teaching at our school and
finding jobs in private schools. We welcome

teachers of diverse backgrounds and experiences.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304

703-212-2284

is hosting an

EDUCATOR OPEN HOUSE

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

COMMERCIAL SPACE 

AVAILABLE

LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF SHIRLEY 

GATE AND LEE HWY, AWESOME 

VISIBLITY AND ONLY 1 MILE FROM 

BOTH ROUTES 50 AND 66.

1000SQFT WITH 2 OFFICES, RESTROOM 

AND LARGE BAY, CALL OR STOP IN 

TODAY… 703-352-8840 EXT 2

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
According to the Lease by and between (1069) Barbara Fran-
ceschi and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns 
and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods con-
tained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: totes, bags, furniture, printer, statues, boxes, ect. 
Items will be sold or otherwise disposed of on Friday February 
21, 2014 @ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to 
satisfy owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between (3109) Terry 
Glover/Terry D Glover and TKG-StorageMart and its related 
parties, assigns and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the 
goods contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the 
lock on their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was 
found to contain: totes, bike, toys, boxes, suitcase, ect. Items 
will be sold or otherwise disposed of on Friday February 21, 
2014 @ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satis-
fy owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

In addition we will be auctioning unit 2031 whereby the pro-
ceeds will go to local charities. For more information regarding 
"Charity Storage" feel free to contact us at:
703-352-8840 ext 2

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE 

QT Enterprises, LLC trading 
as Shooters Sports Bar, 7052 
Spring Garden Dr, Springfield, 
VA 22150. The above estab-
lishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Mixed 
beverage on premises, Beer 
and Wine on Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Mong Trinh Yum
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov. or 
800-552-3200

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Commentary

Delegate Filler-Corn
visits with members

of Providence El-
ementary School
(Fairfax County)

during their STEM
presentation at the

STEM fair sponsored
by the VA Math &

Science Coalition.
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From Page 7

Filler-Corn Shares Observations
came out for a couple of minutes during Gover-

nor McAuliffe’s address to the Commonwealth for
the first time as Governor. He thanked Governor
McDonnell for his service and facilitating a smooth
transition and called for cooperation in the General
Assembly for a productive Session. The festivities
continued with an inaugural parade showcasing
marching bands and floats from across the Com-
monwealth, and the day ended with the Governor’s
inaugural ball at the Siegel Center to celebrate our
new state officials.

Sunday, Jan. 12
After a jam-packed start to Session and the In-

auguration, I returned home to the 41st District. I
welcomed the opportunity for a brief rest and to
spend time with my family before heading back to
Richmond in time for a 7:30 a.m. meeting on Mon-
day.

Monday, Jan. 13
I started Monday morning early with several

meetings, including the first Finance Committee
meeting of the year. The Finance Committee joined
the Appropriations Committee for a joint meeting
with the new Secretary of Finance, Ric Brown. In
between meetings and a short House floor session,
I met with a constituent from the Military Officers
of America Association. After the floor session, my
first bill was up before the Civil Courts Subcommit-
tee - HB 551, which would have allowed
individuals filing a will or codicil with the clerk’s
office two options for the lodging and safekeeping
of these documents. 41st District resident, Richard
Golden of Burke, drove to Richmond to join me and
testify in favor of the bill. Unfortunately, the Sub-
committee “gently laid the bill on the table,”
essentially defeating it for this Session.

Tuesday, Jan. 14
I started my day with the first meeting of the

Transportation Committee. With the start of the
judicial nomination process, we had a slightly
longer House floor session. We voted to approve
the first batch of candidates recommended by my
colleagues on the Courts of Justice Committee.
After the floor Session, I had my next bill, HB 550,
before the General Laws Subcommittee on Hous-
ing.

Tena Bluhm, another fellow 41st District resi-
dent, joined me to explain how the procedures
recommended in the bill would alleviate the bur-
dens on volunteer-managed homeowners
associations. The Subcommittee recommended the
bill to the full committee for a vote.

Wednesday, Jan. 15
This morning I was busy meeting with several

constituent groups and learning about the issues
that mattered to them. Among the groups I was
honored to meet with, were Fairfax County mem-
bers of the Virginia Fire Fighters. I appreciated the
presentation of their legislative priorities for this
Session. After the floor Session ended and several
meetings, I presented my bill HB 545 before the
Privileges and Elections Subcommittee on Cam-
paign Finance. I have been a strong advocate for
making elections more accessible to all eligible
voters, and HB 545 would have extended the polls
closing time by one hour to 8 pm. Unfortunately,
the Subcommittee recommended that the bill be
“laid on the table,” essentially defeating it. That
evening, I joined members of the House and Sen-
ate for Governor McAuliffe’s first Joint Session
Address. Governor McAuliffe again called for bipar-
tisan reform and cooperation in the 2014 General
Assembly. Immediately after the Joint Address, we
walked over to the Governor’s Mansion to end the
evening with a reception of General Assembly
members and their families and appointed mem-
bers of the Governor’s Cabinet.

Thursday, Jan. 16
To start the morning, I joined several of my

Democratic House colleagues on the leadership
team (I currently serve as Deputy Whip for the
Democratic Caucus) for breakfast with Governor
McAuliffe at the Governor’s Mansion. I then bal-
anced my time between my full Transportation
Committee and Militia, Police and Public Safety
Subcommittee, which were meeting at the same
time (which is not uncommon here). After the floor
session, I joined the House Democratic Caucus for
a press conference to present our agenda for the
2014 General Assembly Session. We highlighted
our priorities for the 2014 legislative session, in-
cluding SOL reform and quality education, mental
health reform, affordable health care and growing
the economy. At the press conference I was pleased
to have the opportunity to again speak about HB
545, calling for continued reform to make it easier
for Virginians across the Commonwealth to cast
their ballots.

Friday, Jan. 17
After a short floor session with full House of

Delegates, I wrapped up some final business of the
week and hit I-95 headed towards the 41st District
to spend the weekend back home in the district
with my family. I will head back down to Richmond
early Monday morning to start another eventful
week.

Letter to the Editor

From Page 6

cannot be regulated from room to room
resulting in some rooms that are freezing

cold while others are blazing hot to the
most basic of bathrooms that do not always
function properly.

Recently in The Connection, community
leaders shared their New Year’s resolutions.
Supervisor and IFC co-chair John Cook’s

was “to look for solutions to complex prob-
lems and concrete ways to make our com-
munities stronger and even better places to
live.” A laudable goal. Implementing solu-
tions that will positively impact the timing
of the West Springfield High School reno-
vation would be a great place to start.

Erik Hawkins
Springfield
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

Top Producer
www.AmandaScott.net

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-473-1803, 703-309-8948

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

www.HeritageHuntHomes.com

Herndon $249,900
Updated 3rd floor condo with almost 1000 sq. feet finished space.
Hardwood floors in the living and dining room areas, upgraded kitchen,
washer and dryer in unit. Walk to pool, weight room and club room.
Minutes to Park and Ride on Monroe Street. New Metro coming in 2018.

Annandale
$624,999

Original
owners have
babied this
home!! Many
upgrades &
updates thru-
out. Gleaming
hdwd floors

on main & upper levels. Stunning kitchen w/granite, SS
appls, new cabinets & flooring. Main lvl fam rm w/frpl.
Expansive sunroom addition off kitchen. Formal LR & DR.
Five bedrooms up. Lower lvl boasts lg rec rm w/wet bar,
storage & workshop. Replacement windows, siding, roof.

Lorton $675,000
Immaculate, Light
& Open. 4BRs,
3.5BAs on 0.53
Private Acres.
Almost 3,700
Finished Sq Ft.
Luxury Master
Bedroom Suite.
Fully Finished

Walkout Basement. NO HOA!! Secluded, but close to shop-
ping, dining, entertainment & commuter routes.
If you want the same staging, strategic marketing & negoti-
ating skills to sell your home quicker and for a higher price
than any of the competition - call Jen & John.

Jim Fox
703.503.1800
jim.fox@LNF.com

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

Clifton – $595,000
Deck house on gorgeous 5 acres with pond

Clifton – $450,000
Adjoining buildable 5 acres can be sold with the Deck house

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

Many credit union members
have benefits when buying and/or
selling a home that can save you

thousands of dollars.
Call us for more information and to see

if your credit union participates.

Fairfax Kings Park West $499,900
Updated 3-lvl beauty in sought-after KPW! 3BR, 2BA, Kit w/Corian
cntrs & ceramic tile, Brkfst rm, Din, Liv, updtd BAs, MBR w/huge WIC,
fresh paint, w/out LL w/Rec rm & Den, Lge flat yd, Gar, new driveway.

Lorton Station $525,000
Picture perfect, 3 BR, 3.5 BAs, gleaming hardwoods on 2 lev-
els!  Fenced yard w/patio. Walk to Lorton Station and VRE!
Move in perfect!. 8825 Carpenters Hall Dr.
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Mt. Vernon
Area

$625,000
CUSTOM
BUILT!!!

Large 5 Bedrm,
3.5 bath
Colonial on
beautiful half-
acre wooded lot!

Located near end of quiet cul-de-sac, this 3 level home has
an oversized 2 car garage + additional off street parking.
Many extras including Sun Rm, Fam. Rm w/ Fireplace off
Gourmet kitchen, Deck, Finished basement, and Master
suite w/ dual walk-in closets and luxury bath! 703-981-3277.

SELLING IN 2014?
CALL SHEILA!

Sheila’s office is right here on Burke
Centre Pkwy. I am your Neighbor, I have
been marketing the Burke/Fairfax area for
over 35+ years. Sheila’s skills, marketing
techniques and experience are top notch.
Want the best, call Sheila. 703-503-1895 or
sheila.adams@lnf.com

Upcoming Listings
Kings Park West: Let the Mary & Cathy Team help you find the KPW
home of your dreams. Walk to schools, parks and pools. Our upcom-
ing listings are gorgeous! Call today for more information.

Gainesville Heritage Hunt 55+ $479,900
Golf Club 55+ gated comm, 5BR ,4.5BA, m/lvl MBR, 2nd
MBR up, w/out LL w/in-law suite & Kit, Din, Liv rm w/Gas
Fpl, Sun Rm, Loft, 2-Car Gar. POSSIBLE IN-LAW SUITE!

Jen & John Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com
www.425JOHN.com

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 DAYS


