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A walkway leading to the football field for Langley High School’s
. Feb. 7 candlelight vigil commemorating the deaths of two seniors.
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Langley High Commumty Comes Together in Wake of Tragedy

Residents, teachers
and students join
together in the days
following the deaths
of two Langley
seniors.

By ETHAN McLEOD
THE CONNECTION

airfax County came together to

support Langley High students

and their families following the

deaths of two 17-year old Langley
seniors on Feb. 3 and 4.

Compassionate messages arrived from
Fairfax County school administrators,
churches, and fellow students at other
schools in the days following the discover-

PHOTO BY ETHAN MCLEOD/THE CONNECTION

ies of both students’ bodies. Both deaths A memorial filled with items commemorating both students’ lives grew
were suspected to be suicides. each day in front of the high school.

Langley High School Principal Matt
Ragone issued a statement in a letter to
Langley families. “Thank you to everyone
who has expressed their genuine concern
and for your support of Langley High
School,” said Ragone in a letter. “I realize
that at times like this, answers are in short
supply. However, it is important that we
continue to be there for one another dur-
ing this difficult time.”

Peers placed items commemorating the
lives of both students on a memorial in front
of the school. The memorial grew day by
day, and fellow Saxons gathered there to
pay their respects.

The community assembled at Langley
High School on the evening of Friday, Feb.
7, in a candlelight vigil. “I really hope that
their parents show up so we can pay our
respects to them,” said one Langley junior.
Another student estimated that about 600
people attended the evening ceremony.

Area churches and other Fairfax County
schools such as Oakton, Chantilly, and
James Madison high schools showed their
support via social media, sharing the

Warning Signs of Suicide

% Talking about wanting to % Acting anxious, agitated
die or recklessly

% Looking for a way to kill % Sleeping too little or too
oneself much

< Talking about feeling < Withdrawing or feeling
hopeless or having no purpose isolated

% Talking about feeling % Showing rage or talking
trapped or in unbearable pain  about seeking revenge

% Talking about being a % Displaying extreme mood
burden to others swings

% Increasing the use of
alcohol or drugs — COURTESY OF

REPORTINGONSUICIDE.ORC.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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#SaxonStrong hashtag and telling class- Hundreds filled the stands to pay tribute to both students.

What To Do?

mates to wear black that Friday.
McLean Bible Church and Saint Luke
Catholic Church both offered services
dedicated to the students on Wednes-
day, Feb. 5.

School Board Representative Janie
Strauss (Dranesville) said that tragic
events like this remind students and
their families to show compassion
and understanding toward one an-
other. “Those little civilities with
strangers and people you know may
be that one piece of sunshine that
person needed that day,” said Strauss.
“We have an emphasis with children
in our schools to support and help
each other always, whether it’s char-
acter education or positive behavior
support programs.”

“These times are all
about remembering that
all people need help,
love and support.”

— Janie Strauss,
Dranesville District
School Board Representative

Fairfax County Public Schools crisis
intervention teams arrived at Langley
High School shortly after. Dr. Kim
Dockery, assistant superintendent for
FCPS Special Services, said that the
team consists of social workers, psy-
chologists, and counselors from
schools all over the county who are
there to talk with any students and
staff who seek their help. Dockery said
that the teams remain there “for as
long as the school needs them.”

Strauss said that in the coming
weeks, the county will continue to
encircle students with support from
counselors and social services re-
sources. “These times are all about
remembering that all people need
help, love and support. It’s hard to
know sometimes when people are in
crisis,” said Strauss.

If someone you know exhibits warning signs < Don’t dare him or her to do it.

of suicide: « Don’t act shocked. This will put distance
< Be direct. Talk openly and matter-of-factly between you.

about suicide. « Don’t be sworn to secrecy. Seek support.

< Be willing to listen. Allow expressions of
feelings. Accept the feelings.
< Be non-judgmental. Don’t debate whether

% Offer hope that alternatives are available

but do not offer glib reassurance.

% Take action. Remove means, such as guns

suicide is right or wrong, or whether feelings or stockpiled pills.
are good or bad. Don’t lecture on the value of % Get help from persons or agencies specializ-
life. ing in crisis intervention and suicide prevention.
< Get involved. Become available. Show
interest and support. TiPs COURTESY OF NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION
LIFELINE.
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THE COUNTY LINE

“We've had to
become a very
lean machine.”

— Jane Woods,

vice chairwoman, i
Fairfax County Commu-
nity Services Boards
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Mental Health Crisis

Fewer people are receiving
community services across
Northern Virginia.

By MICHAEL LEE POPE
THE CONNECTION

irginia is in the midst of a mental health
crisis.
Even as lawmakers in Richmond debate
the best way to deal with a crumbling sys-
tem of public services for some of its most vulner-
able residents, community services boards across
Northern Virginia are offering services to fewer and
fewer residents. Since the global economic crisis be-
gan gripping local governments in 2009, the num-
ber of people receiving services from community ser-
vices boards has dropped. Nowhere is the decline
more jarring than Fairfax County, the largest juris-
diction in Virginia.

The statistics, outlined in the county’s most recent
comprehensive annual financial report, are dramatic.
Since 2009, the number of people receiving mental
health services in Fairfax County has declined by 39
percent. Alcohol and drug service have dropped 43
percent. Services for those with intellectual disabil-
ity have declined 39 percent. Arlington and Alexan-
dria have managed to keep their numbers steady,
which makes Fairfax an outlier in the region.

“We’ve had to become a very lean machine,” said
Jane Woods, vice chairwoman of the Fairfax County
Community Services Boards. “Things had to be done
more creatively, and services have been somewhat
cut for those who have another funding source even
though it might not be quite as robust as what the
county would have done in prior years when money
was much more available.”

The number of people who receive mental health
services has also gone down in Arlington, although
not nearly as dramatically. According to county sta-
tistics, the number of people who receive mental
health services has declined by 6 percent. The num-
ber of people who receive substance abuse services
has decreased by 13 percent, although the number
of people who receive services for intellectual dis-
abilities has increased 17 percent.

“People with severe mental illness are the least able
to afford services, and they are in most need of them,”
said Ann Wroth, a member of the Arlington Commu-
nity Services Board. “But there isn’t as much money
coming from any place for people to receive mental
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health services.”

Alexandria is the only local government that has
actually increased services offered through its com-
munity services board since the Great Recession.
According to statistics provided by city officials, the
number of people who receive mental health services
actually increased 7 percent since 2009, and the
number of people with intellectual disabilities has
increased 6 percent in that time. And even though
the number of people who receive drug and alcohol
services has declined by 38 percent, city officials say
the decline represents a change to how the numbers
are reported. Since 2010, they say, the number no
longer includes individuals who receive “limited”
services, which are now considered outside the pro-
gram area.”

“The state of Virginia never funded very well to
begin with, which is why we rank 47th,” said Mary
Anne Weber, former chairwoman of the Alexandria
Community Services Board. “And the local govern-
ments have to make up the difference.”

FAIRFAX COUNTY officials say a number of fac-
tors have contributed to the steep decline in recent
years. One is methodological. Fairfax County lead-
ers say people who receive emergency mental health
services are no longer counted in the statistics, which
may explain some of the decline in the count of those
who receive mental health services.

“We have reorganized,” said Laura Yager, director
of the partnerships and resources development. “We
are trying to make our data more accurate.”

A more immediate explanation for the decline is
financial. As state leaders struggled to balance the
books during a time of declining revenues, funding
for community services boards across Virginia were
some of the first to take a hit. People who are the
most vulnerable and least able to help themselves
are facing the new economic reality with fewer ser-
vices, especially in places like Fairfax County. Unlike
Arlington and Alexandria, Fairfax land values are less
recession proof.

“The impact of the recession was felt for a shorter
period of time, particularly in the commercial sec-
tor, in those two jurisdictions than in Fairfax,” said
Woods. “And that shows.”

Shortly after the Virginia Tech massacre in 2007, a
commission recommended that more than $40 mil-
lion in additional spending be added to the mental-
health budget every year. Legislators took a first step
by adding about $30 million to the annual budget
the first year, but then the economic downturn tight-

SEE MENTAL HEALTH, PAGE 7

Representing Students
on School Board

Harris LaTeef named student
representative to Fairfax County

School Board.

arris LaTeef,
a junior at
Langley High

School, has been
elected by the
countywide Student
Advisory Council (SAC)
to serve a one-year term
as student representa-
tive to the Fairfax
County School Board,
beginning July 1.
LaTeef will participate
in School Board meet-
ings as a nonvoting
member, filling the po-
sition currently held by
Will Ashe, a senior at
Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and
Technology. LaTeef will
be the 44th student rep-
resentative to the
School Board.

LaTeef said he sought
the job as student rep-
resentative because, as a young
FCPS student, he saw “firsthand
what one student can accom-
plish” when he takes the initia-
tive. When he was a third grade
student at Colvin Run Elemen-
tary School, he started a peti-
tion to nominate his bus driver,
Nancy Gunderman, as Fairfax
County Public Schools (FCPS)
Support Employee of the Year.
Gunderman’s knack of making
the rides to and from school “an
exciting learning experience
through her use of games,
prizes, and even the occasional
in-bus movie” made her the
ideal candidate for the award.
When she was named a final-
ist, then-principal Sandra
Furick was asked to speak about
Gunderman to the FCPS Lead-
ership Team, but Furick asked
LaTeef to speak instead.
Gunderman was named the
2006 Support Employee of the
Year, the first bus driver to re-
ceive the award. LaTeef accom-
panied her to a School Board
meeting, where she received
her award, and was able to
meet Board members and then-
Superintendent Jack D. Dale.

LaTeef cited three issues as
being critical for FCPS students:
reducing any negative effects of
budget cuts on students;
amending high school start

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Langley High School Junior and
2014-2015 Student Representa-
tive Elect Harris LaTeef (right)
with FCPS School Board Mem-
ber Ryan McElveen.

times; and ensuring that any
changes to the district’s disci-
plinary policy is “just, yet firm
when addressing serious infrac-
tions.”

At Langley, LaTeef is co-chair-
man of the Relay for Life
fundraiser for the American
Cancer Society, which has a
personal connection for him. He
manages and organizes meet-
ings for the 40-member com-
mittee, helps publicize events,
and incorporates student sug-
gestions into the program.
LaTeef also serves as director of
public relations for The Saxon
Scope, Langley High’s
newsmagazine and website; is
on the student advisory team of
the Newseum; and volunteers
at the Reston Hospital Center
maternity and surgical waiting
wing. He has taken honors and
Advanced Placement (AP)
courses and is currently en-
rolled in AP Microeconomics
and AP Macroeconomics, AP
U.S. History, A.P English Lan-
guage and Composition, phys-
ics, probability and statistics,
Latin, and journalism. As a se-
nior, he plans to take AP U.S.
and Comparative Government,
AP English Literature and Com-
position, human anatomy, pre-
calculus, Latin, journalism, and
ceramics.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



John Foust Underfunded Fairfax Schools...
Now he wants a promotion to Congress?

our straight years: Foust and the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
have underfunded schools.

Should that matter to You? YOU BET.
Underfunded schools:
X Put children at risk
X Lower property values
X Deny students the individual attention they deserve

Fairfax County is growing. Without proper funding, our
classrooms will become even more crowded and our
students will pay the price.

John Foust should focus on our students.
Not his political career.

F
-'!E‘-' Call or email John Foust;

ask him to attend to our
county's needs, not politics:

703-356-0551, TTY 711
dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov

Fairfax County Federation of Teachers
Teachers Care!

Paid Advertisement
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NEWS

Petition Halts Senior Housing Development at Cornwell Farm

More than 700 people signed an online petition to stop
plans to build senior housing on the historic property.

By ETHAN McLEOD
THE CONNECTION

n outpouring of oppo-

sition from the Greats

Falls community

quickly halted a
developer’s application to pur-
chase and re-zone the historic
Cornwell Farm Property on Mon-
day, Feb. 3.

Clark Realty had proposed
building 39 senior living resi-
dences on 20 acres of land on and
around the property. But in a mat-
ter of days, over 700 community
residents signed an online peti-
tion, titled “Oppose Zoning and
Cluster Development of historic
Cornwell Farm Property,” and the
developer withdrew its application
the following week.

“It’s really heartening to see how
much passion there is from people
who have lived in Great Falls from
all over the world,” said Dr.
Jonathon Merril, president of the
Cornwell Farm Homeowners Asso-

ciation. The homeowners associa-
tion represents the interests of
Great Falls residents whose homes
border Cornwell Farm, a 13.1-acre
property listed on the National
Registry of Historic Places since
1977.

Chief among petitioners’ reasons
for opposing the development pro-
posal were the contrary notion of
higher-density housing for the

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Petitioners blocked a developer’s plan to re-zone and
build higher-density senior housing on the historic
Cornwell Farm property.

largely rural community, potential
congestion on nearby Georgetown
Pike, and detrimental environ-
ment effects to Potomac Water-
shed areas. In addition to
Georgetown Pike’s designated sta-
tus as a historic byway, meaning
it cannot be widened, Great Falls
relies on well water as a commu-
nity. Petitioners said that their land
and water supplies would be put

at risk by this type of higher-den-
sity development.

When Clark Realty submitted
their application for development
of the property to Fairfax County,
Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) replied that it would
be a very controversial plan to run
by community residents. “Our ap-
proach is that when someone
comes in with an application like
this, we send them out to the sur-
rounding community to get feed-
back,” said Foust.

Shortly after Clark Realty began
seeking community feedback,
Foust said he received a number
of emails from concerned residents
and saw the petition signatures
grow by the hundreds over several
days. The supervisor’s office re-
ceived an email a few days later
from a Clark Realty attorney say-
ing that they decided to withdraw
and discontinue their application
in favor of exploring alternate
sites.

Despite the withdrawal of its
development application, Clark
Realty is still looking for potential
locations to build housing for se-
niors in Great Falls.

Robert Lundegard, a Great Falls

resident and alternative housing
proponent, said that there is an
unmet need for alternate housing
for the community’s senior popu-
lation. “The problem is the ab-
sence of solid documentation on
the need,” said Lundegard.
“Neighbors and homeowners will
always resist higher density con-
struction next door. In the absence
of democratic procedures or solid
professional surveys of the 5000
homes in Great Falls we do not
know what the larger community
wants.”

The Great Falls Senior Center,
established in 2012, could serve as
a voice for advocates of alternate
housing for seniors in Great Falls,
according to Lundegard.

While support for alternative
housing options remains unac-
counted for, Clark Realty will con-
tinue to explore other locations for
its development plans. Cornwell
Farm, however, has been ruled out
of the equation.

“People want to enjoy horse
riding land, arts, and nature. That
type of development would have
been a fundamental change in the
character of the community,” said
Merril.

ORTHODONTIC
SPECIALISTS

Dr. Garai and staff are pleased to

ga rai Exceptional Smiles, Exceptional Service

announce the opening of our second location in Great

Falls. This state of the art Orthodontic Office will provide
you and your family the same level of exceptional care you
have received for the past 17 years at our Vienna location.

Dr. Allen S. Garai
Specialist in Orthodontics
Diplomate, American Board of
Orthodontics (Board Certified)
Premier Invisalign Provider 2012, 2013
Attending Faculty— Orthodontic
Department Children’'s/\Washington
Hospital

Vienna

“BEST ORTHODONTIST"
Washingtonian Magazine
Families Magazine
“TOP ORTHODONTISTS”
Northern Virginia Magazine

427 Maple Ave, West
Vienna, VA 22180
Great Falls
9912D Georgetown Pike

Great Falls, VA 22066 Bracesvip.co™

We look torward to seeing you this year at either our
Vienna or Great Falls office.

gt

01.

Please call our office today to schedule your Complimentary Consultation

703.281.4868
BracesVIP@gmail.com
www.BracesVIP.com

Garai, Org
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The Weight Loss Method That Just Makes Sense!

Upcaming Free Seminars
at Loebig Chiropractic & Relhab
February 13
February 27
March13
March 27
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foods to enjoy!

OEBIG

HIROPRACTIC
& REHAB

De. Glenn Loabig & Dr. Andrew MeGuire
754 Walker Road
Greal Falla, VA 22066
703-757-5817
www, LoebigChiropractic.com

Convenient Weekend & Evening
Hours Available!

* With the Ideal Protein Weight Loss Methaod, you will not
anly see results, but also be provided with valuable
educational nutrition knowledge to help you sustain
your results on a long-term basis.

» [eveloped and Endorsed by

Robert Beatson 11

Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars
All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes
Individual » Business
Trusts * Estates ¢ Wills
Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes ¢ IRS Audits
* Civil Litigation
Business Law ¢ Contracts

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

For a free digital subscription to
one or all of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/
subscribe

Be the first to know — get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the print
edition, including photos and ads,
delivered weekly to your

e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:

Medical Doctors. %)'Cf;gr?;iigon
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Bill DuBose and Robin Walker, representatives of the sesslons and ongoing education C ONNECTIC

McLean Project for the Arts.

McLean Woman’s Club Donates $1,500 to
McLean Project for the Arts

Comfortable Independent Living

At its monthly meeting on Feb.
4, The Woman’s Club of McLean
presented its annual donation of
$1,500 to the McLean Project for
the Arts (MPA) through the
project’s representatives Bill
DuBose and Robin Walker, who
expressed their gratitude for the

contribution. The club also spon-
sors and supports MPAs exhibits
of children’s art at the McLean
Community Center. The donation
is one of many that the club plans
to make this year with funds ob-
tained from its annual Holiday
Homes Tour.

Mental Health Services
Decline in Fairfax County

FrRoOM PACE 4

ened spending. Funding levels fell
down to where they were before
the massacre. In the last two years,
some funding has been added
back. But the commission’s finan-
cial recommendation remains un-
fulfilled.

“What we have to do is to make
sure that we are providing as com-
prehensive a set of services as we
can to help people with mental ill-
ness stabilize themselves,” said
state Sen. George Barker (D-39).
“We need to help them get on the
road to recovery so they can man-
age their situation as best as they
can and hopefully never get to that
crisis.”

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Now the issue has taken a new
sense of immediacy. Late last year,
state Sen. Creigh Deeds (D-25)
was stabbed in the face by his son,
who later committed suicide. Al-
though the senator was able to get
an emergency custody order for
his son, it expired before a psychi-
atric bed could be located the ru-
ral western part of the state. That
tragedy has prompted a new dis-
cussion about mental health in
Virginia, one that will culminate
at the end of the General Assem-
bly session when lawmakers put
the final touches on the budget.

“I certainly can’t believe that the
need is less,” said Weber. “Not
when we see the statistics about
suicides in the military for ex-
ample.”

Vinson Hall Retirement Community is a well-respected, nonprofit CCRC
located in Mclean, VA offering independent residential living for military officers,
their immediate family and select government employees of equal rank.

Arleigh Burke Pavilion Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing Care
and The Sylvestery Memory Support Assisted Living
do not require military affiliation.

VINSON HALL

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

supparted by Noney Marine Coast Guord Restdenoe Foundiation
6251 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
Please Visit Us at www.vinsonhall.org
703-536-4344
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OPINION
On Mental Health

Why are localities pro-

viding so much less for
people who need men-

tal health services?

hile the General Assembly is

making progress in fixing some

of the egregious shortcomings

of the way Virginia provides
emergency services to people in mental
health crisis, many fewer people are re-
ceiving mental health services in North-
ern Virginia.

State Sen. Creigh Deeds’ son died of
suicide late last year after the limitations in
both the law and local communication resulted
in him being released while still in the midst
of crisis.

Deeds reports the progress on the bill that
has passed the State Senate: “The omnibus bill
will require subjects be held up to 24 hours
under an emergency custody order, create a
database of available psychiatric beds, and
ensure people in need of hospitalization can-
not be ‘streeted’ by establishing state hospitals
as providers of last resort.”

These are important steps.

EDITORIAL

Services to people with mental illness are
provided on the local level by community ser-
vices boards, and in Fairfax County in particu-
lar, those services have been dramatically cut
back.

Reporter Michael Pope reports this week that
since 2009, the number of people receiving
mental health services in Fairfax County has
declined by 39 percent. Alcohol and drug ser-
vice have dropped 43 percent. Services for
those with intellectual disability have declined
39 percent.

Officials quoted cite the recession and de-
clining property tax revenues in explaining the
reductions, along with some changes
in the way services are counted.

No matter how services are counted,
there is no question that they have
been reduced significantly during a
recession, a time when research shows the
need for mental health services and alcohol
and drug services actually increases.

In Arlington, the number of people who re-
ceive mental health services has declined by 6
percent. The number of people who receive
substance abuse services has decreased by 13
percent.

“Stresses associated with rising unemploy-
ment, poverty and social insecurity will lead
to upward trends in many national suicide
rates, as well as to less readily charted increases
in the prevalence of psychiatric illness, alco-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

hol-related disorders and illicit drug use,” ac-
cording to a 2011 overview study on economic
recession and mental health cited by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. ‘At the same time,
mental health services are being cut back as
part of government austerity programs. Bud-
get cuts will thus affect psychiatric services
adversely just when economic stressors are
raising the levels of need and demand in af-
fected populations.”

As for blaming the budget, it’s hard to see
from raw numbers why the most vulnerable
should be suffering.

In 2009, before the effects of the recession,
Fairfax County’s budget expenditures were
$5.36 billion.

The adopted 2014 budget calls for expendi-
tures of $6.75 billion.

“Proactive fiscal and social policies could,
however, help to mitigate the health conse-
quences of recession,” the overview study re-
ports. “Economic mental health care could best
be achieved, not by decimating services but by
planning and deploying these to meet the
needs of defined area populations.”

Elected officials and others in county gov-
ernment who have signed off on a set of pri-
orities that punishes the most vulnerable popu-
lations have some moral accounting to do.

— MARY KiIMM
MKIMM@CONNECT[ONNE\X/SPAPERS,COM

It Takes a Village

To the Editor:

The article in the Great Falls
Connection [“Going Dark?” Janu-
ary 22-28, 2014] hit home with
me. [ remember the 1984 Great
Falls Volunteer Fire Department
Fourth of July Fireworks on the
field behind the Great Falls Post
Office — the last fireworks held
in the Great Falls town centre. The
neighboring Hickory Vale farm
was being developed with new
homes, and it was no longer safe
to shoot off the fireworks display
there. The skies remained dark on
the Fourth of July in Great Falls
until 1996, when I was a member
of the “Save the Farm” organiza-
tion at the Turner farm. I thought
it would be nice to bring back the
Great Falls Fourth of July Fire-
works and light up the skies again.
So for the next couple years, I per-
sonally paid for the fireworks. I
asked many of my friends to help
work the gates, be the security,
prepare the parking, and bring the
music and rides. We had a great
time, and many Great Falls resi-
dents enjoyed those evenings.

I like fireworks, but even more I
like small town America. Small
town makes me feel good. I like
knowing my neighbors and wav-
ing at people as I drive down the
road. I love the feeling of our com-
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munity. We have a very special
place here. But, I am getting a little
worried about our community. I
don’t see the next generation of
community volunteers stepping up
to keep the “Great” in Great Falls.
When I was in my 20s, 30s, 40s
and even now as I am well into
my 50s, I have given countless
hours of volunteering to many dif-
ferent organizations to help keep
our “community” feeling. Many
others have done the same for
years. But we long-time volunteers
are aging, and I see many of our
established Great Falls civic orga-
nizations struggling to find new
volunteers. We need help, we need
to begin passing the torch. The
question is to whom? Who will be
the next stewards of our commu-
nity? Who will make sure that the
special feeling that we know and
love will be there for the next gen-
eration? Or will the flame of the
torch go out?

There is a real question as to
whether the Fourth of July fire-
works will continue, given the lack
of volunteers to carry the event
forward, but to me the even big-
ger question is, who will watch
over this community so we don’t
turn into just another town? Who
will run the community events?
Great Falls has no paid employees;
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Great Falls is run by volunteers —
people who care! We receive no
financial support from Fairfax
County, we work on donations. We
need your help.

How can you make a difference?
Join a community organization
and volunteer.

All of the Great Falls’ organiza-
tions need help. You can try Cel-
ebrate Great Falls, Great Falls Citi-
zens Association, Great Falls Op-
timists, Great Falls Rotary, Great

Falls Historical Society, Great Falls
Friends and Newcomers, Friends
of Riverbend, Friends of Colvin
Run Mill, Great Falls Garden Club,
Friends of the Great Falls Library,
the Annalemma Society and Great
Falls Trail Blazers, to name just a
few.

I'm getting tired now. Please
don’t let the torch go out!

Mike Kearney
Great Falls

More on ‘Wrong Direction’

To the Editor:

I enjoyed both recent letters
written to the Connection re “De-
velopment Taking Wrong Direc-
tion.” I have lived in Great Falls
since 1974, 40 years this coming
November. I have watched this
small rural community change in
many ways that are not all for the
better - sidewalks being the most
recent.

When I moved to Great Falls in
1974 there were no shopping cen-
ters, restaurants and sidewalks
like McLean, Reston and Vienna.
Great Falls had “Bucks Feed Store”
and it was the only shopping. If
one wanted shopping, restaurants
and/or a library one drove all of 4
miles to Reston. However, as

people moved out of Reston,
Vienna and McLean for the rural
life the first thing they wanted to
do is make Great Falls like the
place they were moving away
from. Sidewalks are just the next
step in that change towards Reston
or McLean.

Next people will want Fairfax
county water and sewer, which the
developers will love as it will al-
low for high-density development
with apartments, condos, and
townhouses. No one should be
surprised with the sidewalks as
just another step to a Reston - I
am not surprised.

Dudley Losselyong
Great Falls
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NEWS

Great Falls Travel Soccer Tryouts

Great Falls Soccer Club, is looking to strengthen their Boys U13 ODSL Travel Team for
the Spring 2013 Season. We are focused on maximizing playver development with an
emphasis on building players core technical skills and their decision making abilities,

Scholarships are available for committed U13 players born after
08/01/00 who want to take their game to the next level!

Traming sesions are hormally held on three (3x) o week in the Greal Folls/Reston area.

If you are interested, have questions or
would like to register for tryouts, please
email the Team Manager at

GFSCTRYOUTS@LIVE.COM
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The Saxon Stage cast and crew poses with their Conference 6 championship banner.

Saxon Stage Places Third in
Regional One-Act Play Festival

By ETHAN McLEOD
THE CONNECTION

angley High School theater
students’ months of hard
work paid off on Saturday,
Feb. 8, when they placed third in
the 2014 VHSL 6A North Region
One Act Play Festival at Lake
Braddock Secondary School. Lan-
gley won the Conference 6 cham-
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Street. All proceeds benefit Volunteer PNC Bonk

pionship on Jan. 25, securing the
school’s first ever appearance in
the regional competition, along
with runner-up Washington-Lee

High School from Arlington.

The 16-person cast performed
“Fearful Symmetry,” a one-act play
written by Alan Haehnel about a
young girl named Mary who is
presented with a box that will al-
low her to escape poverty, but will
kill a stranger somewhere around
the world if she presses the but-
ton. The play takes place in four
different countries, with four dif-
ferent Marys all struggling with
the opportunity for wealth in ex-
change for taking a stranger’s life.

Seniors Madeleine Chalk,
Rachel Mayman, Kathleen Welch
and freshman Jamie Goodson
played the lead roles of Mary, di-
rected by senior Jamie Joeyen-
Waldorf. All five members received
honorable mentions from the
judges in the regional competition,
with Welch also receiving a nomi-
nation for Outstanding Female
Performance.

“This year’s theater department
had a lot of strong females, and
the play lent itself to star female
characters,” said Joeyen-Waldorf.
“I just knew that our department

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

The lead cast and student director. From left: Jamie

Goodson, Madeleine Chalk, Jamie Joeyen-Waldorf, Rachel

Mayman and Kathleen Welch.

would do very well with it. It’s a
unique piece that’s not done very
often at competitions.”

Returning champion West
Springfield High School placed
first and Chantilly High School
took second in the regional com-
petition. Top honors for Outstand-
ing Male Performance and Out-
standing Female Performance
went to Austin Morrison (West
Springfield High School) and
Brooke Johnson (Chantilly High
School). Eight schools competed,
with five of them performing plays
directed by students. Saxon Stage
parent Susan Mayman noted that
was an unusually high number —
showing the strength of the the-
ater talent in Northern Virginia
high schools.

At the end of the competition,
judges provided detailed feedback
to all eight of the schools, prais-
ing them for their strengths and
suggesting areas of improvement.

They praised Saxon Stage for their
“wonderful ensemble work” and
“fantastic use of silhouettes, mim-
ing and symmetry.”

“It’s great to see that high school
theater is alive and well in North-
ern Virginia,” said judge Carolyn
Agan.

“All of the shows were amazing.
It’s such a large spectrum of tal-
ent, but really it’s about all of us
coming from different schools and
being together for theater,” said
senior Rachel Mayman, who
played the Russian version of
Mary.

“I'm very excited they got rec-
ognized for their hard work,” said
Langley Theater department direc-
tor Valerie Karasek. “When you
have kids with this caliber of tal-
ent all you've got to do is bring
your passion, provide opportuni-
ties, give a little bit of guidance
and leadership, and the rest takes
care of itself.”

Fairfax.
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Make it a Date

Make reservations at the perfect
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for o romantic dinner, and give your
Valentine an evening lo remember
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movie at Bow Tie Cinemas, and

a special night's stay at the
Hyatt Regency Reston.
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Local RFAL ESTATE oo

November and _
December; 2013 - =
Top Sales in ?
Great Falls and
McLean

© 1744 Dumbarton Street,
McLean — $2,100,000

'j | @ 502 River
Bend Road,
Great Falls —
$2,075,000

@ 1615 Fielding @ 9054
Lewis Way, Jeffery Road,
McLean — | Great Falls —

$1,550,000 g $1,400,000

(D 10190 Akhyamar Drive,
Great Falls — $1,650,000

T BR FB HB ... Postal City ... Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC PostalCode .......... Subdivision ............ Date Sold
@ 624 CHAINBRIDGERD .......... 6..6..4 ...... MCLEAN ... $12,000,000..... Detached .... 322 ...... 22101 ............. CHAIN BRIDGE ........... 12/03/13
@) 8120 SPRING HILLFARMDR ... 4.. 5 .. 2 ...... MCLEAN ..... $3475000.... Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22102 ......... SPRING HILL FARM ......... 12/27/13
@ 8107 SPRING HILLFARMDR ... 5.. 5 .. 1 ...... MCLEAN ..... $3,125,000.... Detached .... 094 ...... 22102 ......... SPRING HILL FARM ......... 12/18/13
© 913 DOUGLASSIR ........... 5..5..2 ... MCLEAN ..... $2,775,000..... Detached .... 0.79 ...... 22101 ........... LANGLEY FOREST .......... 11/14/13
@ 1744 DUMBARTONST ........... 5..5..2 ... MCLEAN ..... $2,100,000..... Detached .... 034 ...... 22101 ............. WRENNWOOD ........... 11/20/13 ey Bainer
@ 502RIVERBENDRD ............ 5..5..3 ... GREATFALLS .. $2,075,000 .... Detached .... 400 ...... 22066......... JOANE G. PROPERTY ....... 11/27/13
@ 211 CARRWOODRD ............ 6..5..2 ... GREATFALLS .. $2,000,000..... Detached..... 6,51 ...... 22066 ........ CARRWOOD ESTATES ....... 12/27/13
@ 809 WINCRESTPL ............... 6..6..2 ... GREATFALLS .. $2,000,000..... Detached .... 2.13 ...... 22066 .............. THISTLEHILL ............. 12/03/13
@ 1421 HARVEST CROSSINGDR 4.5 .. 1 ...... MCLEAN ..... $1,950,000.... Townhouse . 009 ...... 22101 ............. EVANSFARM ............. 11/25/13 J
(D) 10190 AKHTAMARDR ........... 4.4 .1 .. GREATFALLS..$1650,000.... Detached ... 3.17 ...... 22066 ......coooooo...... NONE ....ovvveeeeenn. 11/22/13 )
() 1615 FIELDING LEWISWAY .... 5.. 4 .. 1 ...... MCLEAN ..... $1,550,000.... Detached .... 031 ...... 22101 ...... CHESTERBROOKFARM ...... 11/04/13 {\x
(D) 9054 JEFFERYRD ............. 5..5..2 ... GREATFALLS .. $1,400,000..... Detached .... 0.57 ...... 22066 ............... CRAMPTON ............ 11/15/13 =

CoPYRIGHT 2014 REALESTATE BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE. SOURCE: MRIS As OF JANUARY 15, 2014.

T
© Google Map data
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Home Lil[esjlqle

Home Desig

A look inside the
homes of some of the
area’s top builders.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE CONNECTION

emodeling industry profession-

als spend their days helping cli-

ents create dream homes, add

ing quartzite counter tops and
outdoor, stacked stone fireplaces, turning
ideas and photos into functional, chic liv-
ing spaces.

But what about their homes? What ma-
terials do they choose for themselves? How
do they make the most of their living
spaces? Three local professionals from
BOWA Builders, Inc. opened their doors and
shared the secrets of their renovations.

When principal and owner George
Hodges-Fulton and his wife, Alexandra,
decided to remodel the galley kitchen in
their Reston home, they decided to expand
and change the flow of traffic, keeping the
safety of their 6- and 10-year-old daugh-
ters in mind.

“We wanted to open the house up more,”
said George. “We took out a wall between
kitchen and the dining room.”

Alexandra, a serious cook, added, “The
sink and the stove were across from each
other. Now the sink and the stove are next
to each other, so I don’t have to walk across
the kitchen carrying hot pasta.”

Plus, the new farmhouse sink is custom-
made from honed granite. “I originally
wanted soapstone, but over time that can
scratch,” Alexandra said.

The new kitchen also includes additional
counter space. “I have more prep space,”
she said. “And everything I need is within
arm’s reach.”

When it came to choosing finishes, “ev-
erything came from wanting to work with
the [existing maple] floor,” said George. “We
wanted to choose classic colors that weren’t
going to go out of style.”

“I spent a huge amount of time looking

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOWA BUILDERS, [NC /THE WASHINGTON POsT
View from the interior of BOWA founder Josh Baker’s Great Falls home.
Casual entertaining spaces include the open first floor and pool.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOWA BUILDERS. INC.
The recently remodeled kitchen of building professional George and

Alexandra Hodges-Fulton. Their Reston home includes classic colors and
a peninsula where the family eats breakfast.

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!!

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Free Estimates

703-969-1179

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Bath Packages
Available!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

E‘a\l'757dx0ff Pottery
..Qﬂa‘htal FlgﬁbOWIS, Orchid o«

What the Pros Know

at pictures of kitchens,” said Alexandra. “We
added white Carrara marble countertops.

.. We added a marble backsplash in a black,
white and grey circular mosaic. That’s the
thing that everybody comments on when
they come into the kitchen.”

The project took a mere five weeks to
complete. “Everything happened perfectly,”
added George. “Having on-site supervision
and knowing the end goal helped.”

George says that having undergone his
own renovation project, he now has addi-
tional insight when advising clients. “It
makes a significant difference,” he said. “We
can say ‘In my house I did this.” or ‘I did
this wrong in my house, so you might con-
sider this.”

When principal and owner Steve Kirstein
first moved into his Potomac, Md., home
with his wife and three children, he spot-
ted several missed design opportunities.
“We needed some of the spaces to do dif-
ferent things,” said Kirstein. “We wanted a
family gathering space and a display space
upstairs.”

The home had a two-story foyer, which
Kirstein saw as the perfect location for a
second floor family room. He added “floor-
ing, sheetrock walls, built-in bookcases and
display cases. Now it’s a gathering space for
the family upstairs and we still have a dra-
matic foyer downstairs.”

Next, Kirstein turned what he called, “a
big wasted space” adjacent to the garage
into a mudroom. “We put a cubby and
drawer for each child and a bench for tak-
ing off shoes. We added a half wall across
from the cubbies so you can’t see all of the
cleats and lacrosse sticks all over the floor.
We also added a powder room.”

Kirstein also transformed his backyard
into an oasis. “We added a pool and enter-
taining area,” he said. “We redid every fin-
ish in the house. I liked those small touches
because they were simple and easy and
changed the way the house looked.”

Founder, cochairman and owner Josh
Baker grew up in Great Falls and when it
came time to raise his family, he remained
there. He even built a custom home where
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Make A Difference in Your Community!

Run for a seat on the McLean Community Center Governing Board

ke

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ELECTIONS
McLEAN COMMUNITY CENTER GOVERNING BOARD
SMALL DISTRICT 1A OF THE DRANESVILLE DISTRICT
FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA

This NOTICE of elections to select members of the 2014-2015 Governing Board of the
MeLean Community Center (MCC) is officially given to residents of Small Districe 1A of
the Dranesville District, Fairfax County, Virginia (referred to as “Small District 1A”). The
MecLean Community Center operates as a Special Districe Agency of the Fairfax County
Government through a Memorandum of Understanding berween the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisars and MCC. On February 8, 1984, the Board of Supervisors approved the
Memorandum of Understanding, which authorizes the elections. The MCC is funded by
residents of Greater McLean for their use through a real estare tax surcharge, the result of a
1970 Small District 1A bond referendum.

Elections are held on McLean Day ar Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain Bridge Road, McLean,
Virginia. This year, MecLean Day is on Satarday, May 17, 2014.

Voting on McLean Day takes place from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Only Small District 1A residents are eligible to run for seats on the 11-member Governing
Board and 1o vote in the election. Residents are not required to be property owners in Srall
Dstrict 1A in order to run for the Governing Board or to vore in the dection,

Candidate Qualifications: Each resident who lives within Small District 1A is eligible w
run for a seat on the Governing Board within the appropriate caregory. (If you need help
determining whether you reside in Small Districe 1A, please contace the Center ar 703-744-

9348 or elections@meleancenter.org.)
The Governing Board seats to be filled through the election are:

Three (31 Adult Governing Board Scats: Adulr candidates must be residents of Small
District 1A and must be at least cighteen (18) years of age on McLean Day. The candidares
who receive the three (3) highest numbers of vores will serve three-year terms on the
Governing Board.

21 Yo 0 ing :
One (1) Governing Board youth sear for teens living within the MeLean High School
boundary area
One (1) Governing Board youth sear for teens living within the Langley High School
boundary area

Teen candidares must live in Small Dhistricr 1A and must be berween ffteen (15) and
seventeen (17) vears of age on McLean Day. One candidate from each high school
boundary area receiving the highest number of votes will serve a one-year term on the
Governing Board. High school boundaries are set by the Fairfax County Public Schools.

You can find your high school boundary area by entering your home address in the

Fairfax County Public Schools' boundary tool at htpafiboundary.feps.edu/boundary.
NOTICE TO TEENS: You must live within Small Districe 1A. However, you do nor

have to attend either Mclean or Langley high schools. You may attend another school,
including one that is outside of Small Distriee 1A, or you may be home schooled.

In some cases, you may live within the boundary of one of the two high schoals,
but attend school in the other high school boundary. For example, you eould artend
McLean High School, but live in the Langley High School boundary, or vice versa,

You wust vaen for the youtlh board seat for
the bigh school boundary area where you five.

Remember: No matter where you attend schoal, you muse still live within Small
District 1A and run for election in the correct high school boundary area. (If you need
help, please contact the MeLean Community Center at 703-744-9348 or elections@

meleancenterorg.)

Candidate Petitions: Nominating Petitions may be obrained ar the McLean Communiry
Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean, Virginia, 22101, beginning at 9 a.m. on Tuesday,
February 18, 2014.

Adults secking to become candidates for a seat on the Governing Board must get the
signatures of ten (10) residents of Small District 1A who are 18 years old or older (on
McLean Day). Teens seeking to become candidates for a youth sear on the Governing

Board must get the signatures of ten (10) residents of Small Districe 1A who are berween
15 o 17 vears old (on McLean ]','Ja_v}. and who live within the same high school boundary
area as the candidate lives.

DEADLINE: Each resident seeking election to the Governing Board shall file a complered
petition with the MCC ar the address shown below by 5 p.m. on Friday, March 28, 2014:

McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean, VA 22101
All petitions will be certified by Friday, March 28, 2014; candidares will be notified

whether their petitions have been certified by thar date, The names of certified candidates
will be published in newspapers having general circulation in the Dranesville District.

Voter Qualifications: Each resident who lees within Small Districe 1A is eligible to vore in

the Governing Board elections (within the adulr or yourh categories, as appropriate),
When voting in the elections, the qualificarions are:

Adulis: Any Small District 1A resident who is eighreen (18) years of agre or older on
McLean Day is eligible to vote in the elections. Adults may vore for up to three (3) adule
candidares.

Teens: Any resident who is fifteen (15) through seventeen (17) years of age on MecLean Day
is eligible to vore in the elections. Teens may vote for one youth candidate from each high
school boundary area (but not for two candidates in the same high school houndary area).

High school students who turn 18 on or before McLean Day must vore as adults and may
not vate for youth candidares.

Verification of age and residence shall be determined from a driver’s license, student
identification card, birth certificate, or other satisfactory evidence, A verification process
alse is required for residents choosing to apply for absentee voting,

t ing: Residents may vote by absentee ballor. Applications for Absentee Ballot
packages will be available ar the McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
MeLean, Virginia, 22101 beginning on Monday, April 14, 2014 ar 9 a.m. Applications for
Absentee Ballor packages may be requested in-person, by email at elections@meleancenter.,
org. and by telephone at 703-744-9348. Please also refer to the Center's Websire for
updated information regarding the absentee voting process (www.meleancenter.org). The
DEADLINE for returning a completed and signed Application for Absentee Ballot amed
the Absentee Ballot 1o the MCC is Wednesday, May 14, 2014, at 5 p.m.

Election Results: Election resules will be posted on the door of the MeLean Community
Center on the evening of the elections. The MecLean Community Center’s Elecrions &
Mominations Committee will report the results of the elections to Dranesville Supervisor
John Wi Foust, who will present the successful candidates to the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors at its next regular meeting following the elections. At thar meeting, the Fairfax
Counrty Board of Supervisors, after determining thar it is in the public interest 1o do so,
shall appoint to the McLean Community Center Governing Board:

The three (3} adult candidates who received the top three (3) highest number of vores

Two (2) youth candidares — the candidare who received the highest number of vores in each
of the two (2) high school boundary areas

The appointment of new Board Members shall be effective upon action by the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors. Newly appointed Board Members will take office when they
attend their first meeting of the 2014-2015 Governing Board. The 2014-2015 Governing
Board's term runs from May 2014 through May 2015,

For more information about the elections, please call 703-744-9348 or email the Mclean

Community Center at elecions@mcleancenter.org.
Chair

Elections & Nominatons Commirttee
McLean Community Center Governing Board

MclLean
Community

Center
The Centerof It All
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CALENDAR

Send announcements to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday for the following week’s paper.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 12-

FRIDAY/FEB. 28

Fine Arts Photography Exhibition.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Great Falls artist
Richard Suib depicts many scenes
from Venice, Florence, Slovenia, and
Russia.

THURSDAY/FEB. 13

Artist Demonstration. 10:30 a.m.
Vienna Art Center, 115 Pleasant St.,
NW, Vienna. Watch Shari McFarlane
demonstrate her semi-abstract
method of developing acrylic
paintings in response to music and
her intuition. Free.
www.ViennaArtsSociety.org

Code 20: Proceed to Improv. 7-9
p.m. Old Firehouse Teen Center,
1440 Chain Bridge Road, McLean. A
free, coffeehouse-style night of
improv and open mic performances
hosted by Studio Rep. Audience
members are encouraged to join in
the improv or jam out during open
mic.

Buckwheat Zydeco. 8 p.m. The Barns
at Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road,
Vienna. Free.

FRIDAY/FEB. 14-

SATURDAY/FEB. 15

La Cage aux Folles. 8 p.m. Alden
Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Georges, the owner of a
popular drag nightclub in San
Tropez, and Albin, the club’s star,
have lived in unwedded bliss for
twenty years. Jean-Michel, the son
they have raised together, throws the
happy household into hilarious
turmoil by announcing that he is
going to marry the daughter of an
ultra-conservative politician.
www.McLeanPlayers.org or 866-811-
4111.

SATURDAY/FEB. 15

John Eaton: The Fabulous Forties.
7:30 p.m. The Barns at Wolf Trap,
1635 Trap Road, Vienna. This
renowned jazz pianist showcases a
reverent and inventive take on the
Great American Songbook. Tickets:
$25-$27. www.wolftrap.org/

SUNDAY/FEB. 16

La Cage aux Folles. 2 p.m. Alden
Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Book by Harvey Fierstein,
music and lyrics by Jerry Herman,
based on the novel by Jean Poiret.
Georges, the owner of a popular drag
nightclub in San Tropez, and Albin,
the club’s star, have lived in
unwedded bliss for twenty years.
Jean-Michel, the son they have raised
together, throws the happy
household into hilarious turmoil by
announcing that he is going to marry
the daughter of an ultra-conservative
politician. www.McLeanPlayers.org
or 866-811-4111.

Breakfast Buffet. Vienna American
Legion, 330 Center St, N, Vienna.
Adults $8, children $3: omelets,
scrambled eggs, blueberry pancakes,
bacon, etc. Open to the public.
Proceeds benefit Girls State. Call
703-938-1379.

TUESDAY/FEB. 18

23rd Annual Board of Supervisors
Breakfast. 7 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Hyatt
Fair Lakes, Fairfax.

THURSDAY/FEB. 20

Dance and Dessert. 7:30 p.m. Old
Firehouse Teen Center, 1440 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. Regional
choreographers will showcase and

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Take a look at Great Falls artist, Richard Suib’s photo-
graphs from all parts of the world at the Great Falls
Library. Exhibit will be on display until Feb. 28

Wipeel | i B 2

“Birch Forest,” acryl

ic by Shari MacFarlane. Join

MacFarlane on Thursday as she demonstrates her semi-
abstract method of creating acrylic paintings at the

Vienna Art Center.

discuss their latest works-in-progress
with lots of opportunities for
audience members to ask questions.

FRIDAY/FEB. 21

Senior Tea. 1 p.m. ArtSpace Herndon,
750 Center Street, Herndon. Every
month seniors are invited to visit the
gallery to view the current exhibit
and enjoy a cup of tea. Free and open
to the public.
www.artspaceherndon.org

Artist Talk with Eric Celarier. 7 p.m.
McLean Project for the Arts, 1234
Ingleside Avenue, McLean. McLean
Project for the Arts (MPA) will present
a talk by exhibiting artist Eric Celarier.
This presentation will cover artists
who use trash to touch on subjects as
far ranging as globalization,
environmentalism, consumerism,
classicism and colonialism. Free, but
reservations are suggested. Please
email Info@mpaart.org or call 703-
790-1953.

SATURDAY/FEB. 22

Winter Wine Tasting. 7 p.m. River
Bend Country Club, 375 Walker Rd,
Great Falls. Great wines, hors
d’oeuvres, cheese and company. $45
per person, tickets available online
until Feb. 18.
www.celebrategreatfalls.org/
Tickets.html

MPA Workshop for ages 9 -14 with

artist Eric Celarier: Anatsui
and Reuse Art. 1-4 p.m. McLean
Project for the Arts, 1234 Ingleside
Avenue, McLean. A special
opportunity for young people to work
with exhibiting artist, Eric Celarier.
During this workshop, 9 - 14 year
olds will create a woven piece from
waste materials, similar to the work
of well-known African artist E1
Anatsui. $10 per person. Register for
the workshop at
www.mcleancenter.org

Langley Fashion Show. 7 p.m.
Langley High School, 6520
Georgetown Pike, McLean. The
students in Langley’s Advanced
Fashion Marketing are in charge of
the planning and production of the
show. Fashion students have been
working on the event for months.
Over 100 students participate as well
as some of the Langley
administration and faculty. Tickets
are $10 in advance or $15 at the
door. Email tmpoythress@fcps.edu
for more information.

SUNDAY/FEB. 23

Young Soloists Recital. 3 p.m. McLean
Project for the Arts, 1234 Ingleside
Avenue, McLean. The recital will
feature young violinists and pianists. It
will include music by Haydn,
Rachmaninoff, Debussy, Hamelin,
Bartok, Beethoven, Vieuxtemps, and
Chopin. 703-620-9535.

FROM NOVA SCOTIA , .Ii i

GRAND DERANGEMENT

= A
SATURDAY, FEB.22 AT 8 P.M. - 7.‘._:/\‘

—

Kl facebook.comithealden
B twitler.com/@thealdenva
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean, VA 22101

Get discounts up to 40%.

Saving money is important. That's why you can count on me to
get you all the discounts you deserve.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.

CALL ME TODAY

G Stephen Dulaney, Agent
731 C Walker Road

Groeat Falis, VA 22066
Bus: 703-759-4155
www.g2stephendulaney.com

StateFarm-

*Discounts wary by state

fioi282 State Farm, Home Oifice, Blocrmington, IL
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MclLean
Community

Center
| The Centerof It All

Here's What's

Happening at MCC

Studio Rep

“Code 20: Proceed to Improv”
Thursday, Feb. 13, 7-9 p.m.
Old Firehouse Teen Center
Free admission

Dance and Dessert
Thursday, Feb. 20, 7:30 p.m.
Free admission

Grand Dérangement
Saturday, Feb. 22, 8 p.m.
$20/%15 MCC district residents

Sunday Soirée Dance
Sunday, Feb. 23, 3-5 p.m.
Admission: $5

ﬁirst U.S. Tour, Ireland’s Own
Caladh Nua

Saturday, March 1, 8 p.m.
$25/%$18 MCC district residents

Leland Faulkner in

“World of Wonder”

Sunday, March 2, 2 p.m.
$15/%10 MCC district residents

The McLean Community Center

www.mcleancenter.org

Home of the Alden Theatre
www.aldentheatre.org

1234 Ingleside Ave.
MclLean, VA 22101
FJO3-790-0123, TTY: 71

8
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VALENTINE'S WEEKEND

Romantic Events Happening in the Fairfax County area

By AMNA REHMATULLA
THE CONNECTION

Enjoy your Valentine’s Day by heading off to one of
these events this weekend.

THURSDAY/FEB. 13 - FRIDAY/FEB.

14

Great Falls Nails & Spa Valentine’s Day
Chocolate Fountain. Great Falls Nails & Spa, 731
Walker Road, #H1, Great Falls. Come by for
Valentine’s Day and enjoy refreshments and choco-
late fountain with fresh fruit. 703-759-7808.

Les Miserables. 8 p.m. Reston Community Cen-
ter, 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Les Misérables is
the perfect Valentine’s Day musical. “Loves of all
types are represented,” Alana Dodds Sharp said.
“Love of a child, love of comrades, romantic love,
unrequited love, Les Misérables has it all.” Purchase
tickets: www.restonplayers.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 13- SUNDAY/FEB.
16

Wildfire’s Special Valentine’s Menu. $85
per couple. Wildfire Restaurant, Tysons Corner, 2001
International Drive, McLean. Guests can indulge in
all of their Wildfire favorites, including Crab Stuffed
Mushrooms, Spinach & Artichoke Fondue, Wildfire
Chopped Salad, Roasted Prime Rib of Beef or
Parmesan Crusted New York Strip. Call 703-442-
9110 for reservations.

FRIDAY/FEB. 14

Wine, Dine & Be Mine this Valentine’s Day.
5-10 p.m. Vinifera Wine Bar & Bistro, 11750 Sunrise
Valley Drive, Reston. This Valentine’s Day, Executive
Chef John-Michael Hamlet will offer a five-course
dinner, featuring dishes like smoked oyster fricassee,
his signature “foiejitas,” veal chateaubriand, and
deconstructed black forest cake. $95 per person. 703-

234-3550 or visit www.viniferabistro.com
Valentine’s Day Chocolate Buffet. 6-10 p.m.
The Ritz-Carlton, 1700 Tysons Boulevard, McLean.
Entyse, Wine Bar & Lounge will offer an impressive
chocolate buffet with seven different dessert options

Spend Valentine’s Day with the Reston Player’s
Production of Les Miserables, the perfect musi-
cal for this very special occasion. A Little Fall of
Rain: Marius (Sean Bartnick) consoles Eponine
(Emma Lord).

crafted by their pastry kitchen. Satisfy your loved
one’s sweet tooth with their dessert creations. $25 per per-
son, seating on first come, first serve basis

Valentine’s Day Latin Style. La Sandia Mexican
Kitchen, 7852L Tysons Corner Center, McLean. Show some
Latin Love this Valentine’s Day with a 3-Course dinner and
signature beverage or cocktail for $29 per person. A taste of
what’s on the menu: Shrimp and Crab Empenadas, Chile
Relleno, Pasilla Lava Cake, and more. Call for reservations
703-893-2222.

Chaise Lounge. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road,
Vienna. Love and Kisses, Swings and Misses A Valentine’s Day
Celebration Smooth ’60s-inspired big-band jazz featuring a
sultry female vocalist and a sophisticated “sound that is mu-
sically tight and always swinging” (Fanfare Magazine).
Tickets: $25. http://www.wolftrap.org

Horse-Drawn Carriage Rides. 5:30-9:30 p.m. Reston
Town Center, Market Street, Reston. Spend Valentine’s Day
the old-fashioned way this year by taking a stroll in a horse-
drawn carriage through the streets of Reston Town Center.
Pick up location by Talbots on Market Street. All proceeds
benefit Volunteer Fairfax. Tickets: $5/person. Children un-
der 5 ride free.

Parents’ Night Out. 7-9:30 p.m. Walker Nature Center,
11450 Glade Drive, Reston. Ages 5 to 12. Parents, this
Valentine’s Day enjoy the evening out while your children
have a fun-filled night at the nature center. Kids, play nature
games and weather permitting, go on a night hike. Drop off
begins at 6:45 p.m. Reservations required by Feb. 11. Fee: $15
RA members, $20 Non-members. naturecenter@reston.org,
or call 703-476-9689 and press 5.

SATURDAY/FEB. 15

Les Miserables. 2 & 8 p.m. Reston Community Center,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Les Misérables is the perfect
Valentine’s Day musical. “Loves of all types are represented,”
Alana Dodds Sharp said. “Love of a child, love of comrades,
romantic love, unrequited love, Les Misérables has it all.”
Purchase tickets: www.restonplayers.org.

Valentine’s Wine Dinner. 8 p.m. Paradise Springs Win-
ery, 13219 Yates Ford Road, Clifton. Enjoy a 4-course meal
paired with your favorite Paradise Springs wines. $119/per-
son; $109 for wine club members; $149 VIP seating in Barrel
Room. 703-830-9463.

“Music of the Heart.” 8 p.m. George Mason University
Center for the Arts, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax. Take part
in an evening of romantic music that blends popular and clas-

sical styles with pianist Peter Nero. Tickets are $30-$60. Tick-
ets are half price for youth through grade 12. Visit the box
office (open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) or
charge by phone at 888-945-2468 or visit cfa.gmu.edu.

Partner Yoga. 2-3 p.m. Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Partner poses are a great way to learn more
about how to communicate more effectively with your part-
ner and have fun while improving your body health. $20 per
couple, no experience is necessary—both beginners and mas-
ter yogis are invited to join. Register online: http://
www.workhousearts.org/

A Valentine’s Sweetheart. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Workhouse
Arts Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton. The Workhouse is offer-
ing a Seasonal Camp for kids, ages 6-10. A Valentine’s
Sweetheart will give kids the opportunity to learn how to bake
sweet treats, draw and paint portraits, and participate in other
Valentine’s Day activities. Tuition is $65 per child and includes
the materials fee. Register online: http://
www.workhousearts.org/

Date Night: Chef’s Table. 7-9 p.m. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton. A casual cooking class with a
professional chef, where participants will be working in pairs
to create menu items. At the end of the class, the participants
will be served a tasting portion. Tuition is $85 per person,
which also includes a glass of wine and all materials fees.
Please register online at least 2 days prior to event date. http:/
/www.workhousearts.org/

Ballroom Social Dance. 7:30 p.m. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Get on the dance floor with
your Valentine at the monthly Ballroom Social Dance. Each
month features a short mini-lesson covering a specific style
of dance at 7:30 p.m. (February will be Swing) and then the
dance floor is open from 8-10:30 p.m. $5 for the mini less,
$10 admission to the dance.

Valentine’s Day Chocolate Buffet. 7-10 p.m. The Ritz-
Carlton, 1700 Tysons Boulevard, McLean. Entyse, Wine Bar
& Lounge will offer an impressive chocolate buffet with seven
different dessert options crafted by their pastry kitchen. Sat-
isfy your loved one’s sweet tooth with their dessert creations.
$25 per person, seating on first come, first serve basis.

Valentine’s Ballroom Dance. 8-9 p.m. Tango lesson,
9-11:30 p.m. dance. Colvin Run Dance Hall, 10201 Colvin
Run Road, Great Falls. DJ music from Craig Bukowski play-
ing favorite dance tunes from the 1930s to today. Attire is
ballroom casual, no partner or experience is needed. $15 for
the evening. 703-759-2685 or www.colvinrun.org.
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ENTERTAIMENT

An Inspired Production

‘Souvenir: A Fantasia on
the Life of Florence Foster
Jenkins’ at 1st Stage.

By DAVID SIEGEL
THE CONNECTION

ith a masterful performance by Lee
Mikeska Gardner, an eccentric
woman is made thoroughly sympa-
thetic, even noble in an exceptional
production of “Souvenir: A Fantasia on the Life of
Florence Foster Jenkins” at 1st Stage in Tysons.

What could have been a cruel, campy dig at a now
long-gone, off-key, real life heiress becomes a lovely,
off-center, treasure under the direction of Jay D.
Brock. The two-actor play and incidental music were
written by Stephen Temperley.

“Souvenir” is seen through the eyes of Cosme
McMoon, the musical accompanist of Mrs. Jenkins.
The story line is about Jenkins,
who “fancied herself a coloratura
soprano but was in fact incapable
of producing two consecutive

Where and When

“Souvenir: A Fantasia on the Life of

talk of New York City. In their own way they became
cult figures. They even cut records.

Gardner’s performance as Florence Foster Jenkins
has a golden sweetness to it. For some the fictional
television character Edith Bunker may come to im-
mediate memory. Gardner’s work includes a manu-
factured, cringe worthy, screech of a singing voice.
This is no easy feat. She acts totally unaware of her
horrendous singing, no matter what the reaction of
her on-stage partner or the real audience.

As played by Brian Keith MacDonald, McMoon is
an understated chivalric, protector. He knows how
badly Jenkins sings but comes to admire her drive to
perform. He becomes smitten and loyal.

The jazz tune “Crazy Rhythm” is used often as a
lovely framing devise as McMoon tells the story of
his musical partnership with Jenkins. “Souvenir” has
a minimalist set design by Mark Krikstan, with a
grand piano at center stage. Costumes by Yvette M.
Ryan are a feast for the eyes. The sheer number and
quality of Gardner’s outfits are a joy.

What Jenkins heard inside her own head, we will
never know. But “Souvenir” is a mellow production,
even with its comical portrait of a
tone-deaf singer with lived her
mantra “what matters most is the

PHOTOS BY TERESA CASTRACANE/COURTESY OF IST STAGE
Brian Keith MacDonald as Cosme McMoon in "Souvenir: A
Fantasia on the life of Florence Foster Jenkins" at 1st
Stage.

notes in tune” as 1st Stage de-
scribed her. Her actual concerts
with pianist McMoon in the 1930s
and ’40s included a legendary ap-
pearance at Carnegie Hall in 1944.
Over the dozen years that two
were together, they became the

Florence Foster Jenkins” at 1st Stage,
1524 Spring Hill Road, McLean. Perfor-
mances now through March 2, 2014.
Friday 8 p.m., Saturday 2 p.m. & 8 p.m.,
and Sunday 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets:
$22-$27; $15 for students and military.
Information call 703-854-1856 or visit:
www.1stStageTysons.org

music you hear in your head.”
Playwright Temperley wrote,
“the play explores the difference
between the way we see our-
selves and the way the rest of the
world sees us.” Yes, a diamond

to see. 1st Stage.

Lee Mikeska Gardner as Florence Foster Jenkins in "Sou-
venir: A Fantasia on the life of Florence Foster Jenkins" at

Save the Date

Celebrate Your One-of-a-Kind
Romance at a One-of-a-Kind Resort!

SR T e

A Casino Night te Benefit the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greoter Washington, Faifax County Region

Save the Date!
Friday, March 7th, 2014
6:30pm-11:30pm
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

Tickets Includes: Live and Silent Auction Prizes Include:
595 Per person * Open Bar * Weekend Get-a-ways

5175 Per Couple * Dinner Buffet * Dinners at Award Winning Restaurants
Special Overnight * Casino * Hotel, Dinner and Limo Packages
Room Rate of $119 * Dancing « Pro-Sporting Event Tickets

* For More Information Visit our Website
www.bgcgw.orgffairfax/casino-night

Relbche Spa
Guests receive funmy money and a bidder number
Use your winnings from Black Jack, Texas Hold
"Em, Craps towards raffle tickets for fabulous
prires, The more chips you accumulste at the

gaming tables the better your chances to win
GREAT RAFFLE prizes at end of evening

Get cozy with your sweetheart any time of the year with our Remember Romance Package.

Luxurious guest rosms and beautiful indoor gardens
provide the perfect setting for a ramantic getaway.

Our overnight package® includes:

® Champagne welcome amenity

n Breakfast for two

» Complimentary experiences with purchase

of select Relbche Spa treatments GAYLORD
Book vour getaway today! NATIONAL
GaylordNational.com — ResoRT ——

ar call (301] 965-4000 (refer fa promo code ST

Benefit the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Washington,
Fairfax County Region
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SPORTS
Oakton Gymnastics Team Qualifies For Regional Meet

Herndon freshman
Bradley advances in

all-around competition.

By JON ROETMAN
THE CONNECTION

he Oakton gymnastics team en-

tered the Conference 5 meet

with the smallest roster of the

six competing schools. The Cou-
gars performed well in multiple events, but
failed to have an individual advance to
regionals in the all-around.

None of it stopped Oakton from reaching
regionals.

The Cougars finished runner-up at the
conference meet on Feb. 6 at Centreville
High School, securing one of two team re-
gion berths. Oakton had the top score on
bars and had the second-best score on
beam.

“We feel that’s where we differ from a lot
of teams, especially being the smallest
squad in our conference,” Oakton coach
Frankie Orbacz wrote in an email. “Every-
one has a ton of talent and everyone con-
tributed equally to our fantastic team score.
Most other teams have a few standouts that
lead the team and sweep the medals, but
we really have so much talent in every girl.
We are very well-rounded. Standings-wise,
four of our eight girls medaled and placed,
which means half of our team would have
advanced to regions if we hadn’t made it as
a team. We were so impressed! That’s a
pretty fantastic showing.”

SOPHOMORE NATALIE WEAVER was
Oakton’s top individual performer. She
placed fifth in the all-around with a score
of 34.475, including a second-place tie on
beam (9), a fourth-place finish on bars
(8.55) and an eight-place tie on floor
(8.375).

“Natalie, as always, pulled off a near-flaw-
less night,” Orbacz wrote. “We felt she was
underscored on floor but regardless of that,
she was still successful. She was one rank

SPORTS BRIEFS

Langley’s Alex Andrejev Named
VHSCA Volleyball POY

Langley setter/right side hitter Alex
Andrejev was named the Virginia High
School Coaches Association’s volleyball
Player of the Year. Andrejev helped the Sax-
ons win the 2013 6A state championship.

Langley outside hitter Jessica
Donaldson earned first-team all-state
honors.

Langley Wrestling Places Third,
McLean Fourth at Conference
Meet

The Langley wrestling team placed
third and McLean finished fourth at the
Conference 6 meet on Feb. 8 at Hayfield
Secondary School. Langley sent 10 grap-
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The Oakton gymnastics team finished runner-up at the Conference 5
meet on Feb. 6 at Centreville High School.

away from placing in all-around. With the
talent that was there, that is a huge accom-
plishment. Our conference is very close and
has many great high-level gymnasts, and
we feel that Natalie is right up in the mix
with them, despite placing fifth.”

Oakton sophomore Amanda Gore tied for
fifth on vault (8.7) and freshman Stephanie
Weir finished fifth on bars (8.5). Junior
Nathalia Rojas tied for fifth on beam (8.8).

Robinson won the team championship
with a score of 135.4. Oakton finished sec-
ond with a score of 132.575, followed by
Westfield (130.575), Chantilly (129.65),
Herndon (122.45) and Centreville
(105.375).

“They definitely performed very well to-
day,” Robinson head coach Charlotte
Edwards said. “They were more consistent
than they normally are. ... We're definitely
peaking at the right time.”

It was Robinson’s second conference/dis-
trict title in the last three years (2012).

CONNECTION FILE PHOTO
Langley’s Alex Andrejev was
named Virginia High School
Coaches Association volleyball

Player of the Year.

plers to regionals and the Highlanders had
seven qualify.
McLean’s Conor Grammes and Brendan
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IN THE ALL-AROUND COMPETITION,
the final results surprised

Herndon’s Alexa Bradley. She had a strong
effort on bars and gave an adequate per-
formance on floor, but from an all-around
standpoint, the freshman gymnast knew she
could have done better.

While she had reason to doubt, Bradley’s
performance proved strong enough to earn
her an all-around berth in the regional meet.

Bradley tied for third in the all-around,
totaling a score of 34.5. The top four all-
around competitors advance to regionals,
along with any other gymnast who produces
a score of 35 or better.

Bradley placed second on vault (9.05)
and bars (8.825), fifth on floor (8.575) and
15th on beam (8.05). The top eight in each
event secure a regional berth, along with
any other gymnast who scores a 9 or bet-
ter.

“I was really surprised that I made it for

Grammes each won conference championships.

McLean Girls’ Basketball Improves
to 19-1

The McLean girls’ basketball team won
its sixth consecutive game on Feb. 7, edg-
ing Fairfax 47-45 to improve to 19-1.

The Highlanders face Madison on Tues-
day, after The Connection’s deadline.
McLean will conclude the regular season
with a road game against South Lakes at
5:45 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 14.

McLean Boys’ Basketball Wins
Back-to-Back Games

The McLean boys’ basketball team
bounced back from a four-game losing
streak with back-to-back wins against

PHOTO BY CRAIG STERBUTZEL/THE CONNECTION
Natalie Weaver tied for second on
beam and helped the Oakton
gymnastics team qualify for
regionals during the Conference 5
meet on Feb. 6 at Centreville High
School.

the all-around,” Bradley said. ... “I knew I
was going to make it to some events, but
top four for all-around is really surprising
because I didn’t do my best.”

Herndon sophomore Shannon Kelly will
join Bradley at the 6A North region meet
on Feb. 12 at Lake Braddock. Kelly quali-
fied on floor with a fourth-place finish
(8.725), and on vault, tying for fifth (8.7).

Westfield senior Katie Freix won the all-
around with a score of 36.925. She placed
first on floor (9.525), vault (9.5) and bars
(9.1), and finished in a fifth-place tie on
beam (8.8).

“I had probably close to my best perfor-
mance,” Freix said, “except for beam.”

Robinson freshman Caroline Burda fin-
ished second in the all-around (34.9) and
Rams senior Sarah Gross tied for third
(34.5).

Yorktown (44-41 on Feb. 4) and Fairfax
(56-54 Feb. 7) to improve to 7-13.

The Highlanders faced Madison on
Tuesday, after The Connection’s deadline.
McLean will conclude the regular season
with a road game against South Lakes at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 14.

Great Falls Soccer Spring Regis-
tration Open

Great Falls Soccer spring registration
is open to all ages. Go to www.
Greatfallssoccer.com and look under pro-
grams for both recreation and travel soc-
cer teams.

Contact Sue Rissing at 703-915-1839
or administrator@greatfallssoccer.com
for questions.
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NEWS

After measured ingre-
dients are scooped
into the meal packs,
the bags are individu-
ally weighed and rice
added to make re-
quired weight. Colvin
Run ES assistant
principal Mary Lou
Carmack, Kevin
Martell, 6, Caroline
Martell, 8, Leslie
Martell, and Colvin
Run school counselor
Nathan Herendeen are
in the front row. In the
back row are project
coordinator Christina
Saxon, Colvin Run ES,
Greg Martell, and
Colvin Run ES Princi-
pal Ken Junge.

g

Colvin Run ES Students Head
Drive to ‘Stop Hunger Now’

Langley pyramid community came together to package
87,696 meals for the hungry.

he Langley pyramid community came to

gether on Feb. 8 at Colvin Run Elemen-

tary School to “stop hunger now.” Stu-

dents and families from throughout the
Langley pyramid, with cooperation of Vienna-area
students, packaged 87,696 meals during the 7-1/2
hour volunteer day. “Stop Hunger Now” representa-
tives supervised the production and boarded the
boxed meal-packs into the nonprofit’s trucks. “Stop
Hunger Now” is an international humanitarian non-
profit engaged in global hunger relief programs and
crisis response.

This is the third year that Colvin Run ES headed
the assembly-line packing project.

Six-year-old Kevin Martell understood completely
why he was there with his family volunteering. “To
help feed people who aren’t fortunate-enough to have
food,” he said.

Colvin Run ES students raised $1,386 themselves
by doing chores at home, an “earn and learn” pro-
gram. The children made and sold handcrafted
aprons and ceramic bowls that netted $600. The
school had raised more than $20,000 as of Saturday
morning.

The project host raises the funds needed to pay
for the ingredients that “Stop Hunger Now” supplies.
The nonprofit uses an assembly-line production in
which each volunteer has an ingredient task. Uni-
form scooping of each ingredient assures nutritional
composition, and every package is weighed for con-
sistency of product.

The assembly process combines rice, soy, dehy-
drated vegetables and a flavoring mix that includes
21 essential vitamins and minerals into individual
meal packages that will feed four. The meal pack-
ages are shipped around the world to support school
feeding programs and crisis relief. The meal units
have a shelf-life of two years.

Schools, faith communities and civic clubs pack
thousands of the meals every year.

When Caroline Martell, 8, was asked why she came
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Family is why

we do It all.

We all feel the same commitment to care for our
Kyle Knight, Agent families. Helping you meet your insurance needs
11736 Bowman Green Drive is part of my commitment 10 you.

Reston, VA 20190 Like a good neighbor State Farm is there.”
ACROSS FROM RESTON TOWN CENTER ALL ME TODAY

oo StateFarm®
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Visit These Fouses of Worship

To Highlight Your Faith Community,
call Karen at 703-917-6468

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH ° Reston

7:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite |
Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7
10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

PHOTOS BY DONNA MANZ/THE CONNECTION

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180
703-938-8525
fhevoffice@verizon.net

Blake Snider, 9, Harvey Snider, Lily Qin,
Y yQ www.fhev. org

Lauren Snider, and Lang Xiong, work
together to fill a meals package that feeds

four. SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM

CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

b,

Be Part of The

Pet Connection in February
Send Your Photos & Stories Now to

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
or complete our online form at greatfallsconnection.com

Ellie and Isabella scoop rice into the meal
bags.

to help, she summed it up. “I want to help stop hun-
ger.”
To host a meals packaging project, go to i . .
www.stophungernow.org/ Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify
all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is February 20.
— DoNNA MANZ
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An Unexpected
Present

703-917-6400
ZONE 0: * ARLINGTON * GREAT FALLS HOM E 8 GARD EN ZONE G AD DEADLINE:
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

. . . CLEANING CLEANING IMPROVEMENTS j| IMPROVEMENTS HAULING
Not that | minded it in the least (in fact, |

Employers:

appreciated it in the most), but | received Picture Perfect Home Imvrovements
my first senior discount the other day. | was A CLEANING SERVICE (703) 590?3/';87 wiww.pphionfine.com Junk & Rubbish Are y.()l.lr
fast-fooding at my local Roy Rogers restau- Since 1985 /Ins & Bonded Czncreie; fur'p.,ogic;h recruiting ads

. ard, construction debris G Q
rant when the unexpected k/lndness Quality Service at a Fair Price Remodeling Bathrooms, 'Kitchms 9’ B“—‘e".""” ¢ JouRates NOVA, not working in
occurred. Consxderlqg that I'm not at the _ Satisfaction Guaranteed- ;1:555 B Exterior @ Ingerior Repair, 7085044798 coll other papers?
age yet when such discounts are typically Angies List 2011-Super Service Award! : o Painting, Carpentry, Wood Rot,
available, | certainly did not (do not) pre- Comm/Res. MD VA DC - NO $5§ DOWN! Driall Afl Floorina. Decks Try a better
sume that my appearance somehow reflects acleamngseercelnc.com . S J way to fill
an age which | am not. In truth, | don’t 703-892-8648 ‘MHA“; A_T zlemm “If it can be doe, we can do it o . your

- - vailable ; i Twwed e
believe it does. So even though I didn't ask ettt ot = || ANGEL'S HAULING employment
for the age-related discount, | was offered/ Junk Trash Removal, openings
% Yard/Construction

given it nonetheless. As the cashier tallied ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL @

my bill, she then spoke the price and R&N Carpentry
adjusted it downward 10 percent for my

surprise “senior” discount. On hearing the & G_,-‘ g _J.—-"_Ef’ E’RM@ +BASEMENTS ¢+BATHS ¢KITCHENS

I i h forit, 1i i- iali i
ower price and tue reason for it lmmefdl COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
ately responded: “Oh, you're giving senior Family Owned & Operated +Exterior Wood Rot More!

discounts to people over 402" To which she Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small

Debris, Garage/Base- |
ment Clean Out,
Furniture & Appl
703-863-1086

703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Recessed Lighting

;ez].|?% waglse]ro}ol(;l?%— gsje }:}lilr:eC;iyhlgrthSiCk_ gﬁgﬁ‘i@iﬁ Licensed/Bonded/Insured Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured LANDSCAPING
ye: WO L ’ ghing at 4 Computer Network Cabeling ~ Office  703-335-0654 703-987-5096 _ « Target your best job

thlnklng quip, | thanked her again for the Service Upgrades Mabile 703-499-0522 A&S candidates where
discount and commended her on her excel- Hot Tubs, efc... LANDSCAPING they live.
lent answer/customer service. LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING Planting * Mulching - Sodding + Reach readers in

Without m aking this too much a cancer GUTTER GUTTER Pano: + Decks * Drllv.eway Sealing, addition to those

‘ | ) sphalt + Retaining Walls who are currently

column, a terminal diagnosis at age 54 and Remodeling Interior Erosion Conrol  Drainage Solutions| |  ooking for a job.
a half sort of means that certain realities, ’ 703-863-7465| | . proven readership.

Bathrooms, Kitchens, + Proven readers
Floors, Ceramic Tile, v

benefits and inevitabilities (if you live long
enough, which after receiving my diagno-

5 GUTTER CLEANING, S

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned |
Small Repairs * Gutter Guar !

sis/prognosis seemed unlikely) are off the = . . . C%anl,}g“
table; heck they're likely on the floor wait- nggfggzsaﬁglcm < Palntlng, DeCkS, ABNGEhL;SJEEEDRbEMOL 70:3 y917 646:
. . ™ i - - f t. o8 iy rus| ard Debris 234 - -

Ing to be swept up and placed in the trash e(r:nlz;Isjamie@lawnsandguttersr.:):'ls = FenCeS, Addltlons : Trlmmlng & TOPPmQ classified@connection

bin (been and gone, you might say). | refer
generally to the kinds of things associated
with turning 65: retirement, Social Security,

web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Pri

703-863-1086 |[hstuentui || TR

Great Papers * Great Readers
703-863- 1 086 Great Results!

. LT . 703-582-3709
Medicare, and of course, “senior discounts. 240-603-6182

After hearing what | heard, reaching age 55 IMPROVEMENTS | IMPROVEMENTS
seemed challenging enough.

To be honest though, and you regular

readers know I'm honest, maybe painfully Remodeling Homes. Floorin

so; after receiving the incredibly discourag- Kitchen & gcn‘h Windows 9
ing and grim news concerning my diagnosis Siding Roofingl Addi'rions: & :
from my oncologist five years ago, | didn’t Pohos, CustomlDeck Painting a

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING, R
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES
: Fnendly Service for a Friendl Yy Price

Newspapers & Online

really think z'lbgut the parts of my life that | We Accept All Major Credit Cards CLASSIFIED
would be missing since my future was, at Licensed, Insured, Bonded * Free Estimates * Class A Lic DEADLINES
that point, seriously in doubt. If I recall, my Zones 1,5,6 Mon @ noon

mindset back then wasn’t on the future | Phone: ,703'887'3827 FFX: 703'8?0'3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

Zones 2,3,4 Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

BRICK AND STONE or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

was losing because of my disease, it was _ _
more about the present that | was living and .rncontractors.com MASONRY MASONRY
The HANDYMAN

being as proactive as possible to try and live
as long as | could. Moreover, given the

rather morbid tone | was hearing from my M EMPLOYMENT
oncologist, it sounded as if I'd be lucky to A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION 7% CUStom ason ry ]Z)EAD;“IgIES Tues @ 11:00
have a present/ let alone a future. A “13- BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL, \i\ ONES I, 0 evvvriiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiis ues .
month to two-year prognosis” (out of the PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY, 7 03-7 68-3900 Zones 1,3......... cooneer TUES @ 4:00
bl less; | Nt o ic and a lif POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE Zone 2 Wed @ 11:00
ue no less; | was asymptomatic and a life- [ | ZonE ... :
long non-smoker) followed by an admission You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!! www.custommasonry.info ZONE 4 oo Wed @ 1:00
e u Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp. N n _ : : : .
from my doctor that he can't “cure me, but | | .o "'\We Accept VISA/MC &5 | | Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways E-mail ad with zone choices to:
" lassified @
he can treat me;” and a further reply to my Insured 703-441-8811 — - classitied @connectionnewspapers.com
wife Dina’s query as to why there aren’t any —1 | Repairs & New Installs*All Work Guranteed or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
parades for lung cancer survivors, as there . o ZONES
seem to be for breas,t cancer survivors: . : Zone 1: The Reston Connection
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ardly reinforce a lung cancer patient’s s ¢ All Concrete work H ' ' ' Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
fut ts. H . . Q ty i
e Rt vy ey pos. | Retaning Walls Ptios { Quality e Senice & Landscaping e s o
diagnosis, receiving the previously (given my | # + * Decks ¢ Porches (incl. E Reaso“able P"ces Licensed & insured The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
life expectancy) unimaginable senior dis- . screened) ¢ Erosion & . ! Winter Savings... Lorton Connection
count. And though éhere alre likely fgwe; . Gradi“g Solutions . ;reeb lrJemotvgl tolppmg 8; ;;]rlumnlg,f Zone 3: %e ?/Ilexartl%;ia Gaz(e}tte I:tacket
guarantees now and even less certainty fora | u ¢ ; H shrubbery trimming, mulching, lea e Mount Vernon Gazette
stage IV, non-small cell lung cancer survivor : Fr.e“ch Drains o s“mp .Pumps : removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning, Zone 4: Centre View North
five years out and still living, | don't dis- ¢ * Driveway Asphalt Sealing . % retaning wals dranage problems, lc. s %clntlr)e View S:luth
count the significance of any discounts. At H H | ' 25 years of experience - Free estimates one 3: The Potomac Almanac
this juncture, | deserve any | can get. . 703 - 863 - 7465 SEONGL ”E%-:—t-’: ' 703-868-5358 Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
Besides, I think I've earned them. H LICENSED H %ﬂe \I\;[leﬁna/oékton CtQHHECUOH
. - . . . TR P ' e McLean Connection
W el ll: Serving All of N. Virginia i 24 Hour Emergency Tree Service The Great Fals Connection
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EMPEOYMENT (CIZASSIFIED

BUSINESS OPP BUSINESS OPP

WORK AT HOME!
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900
=TT Weekdays 9-4 T

TELEPHONE

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME!

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

T Weekdays 9-4 T

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do

because there is
no competition.
-William Van Horne

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Medical Receptionist/

Optometric Assistant
needed for a friendly small optometric
office in McLean, VA. Duties include gen-
eral office tasks such as answering phones,
greeting patients, making appointments,
etc. in addition to assisting the doctors in
patient care. Experience is helpful but we
are happy to train the right individual.
This full time position offers a competitive
salary, vacation/sick pay, bonuses health
insurance, and a pension plan.
Please email or fax your resume to our
office.Email: mcleanec2020@gmail.com
Fax: 703-893-4757

Network Security Engineer
(Bachelor's with 4 yrs exp or Associates
with 6 yrs exp; Major: CS, IT, Comp.
Engg. Math or equiv.; Other suitable qual-
ifications acceptable) - McLean, VA. Job
entails working with and requires experi-
ence including: CISCO PIX firewalls, Cisco
ASA 5500 series, VPN Concentrator, ACS
(Access Control Servers), Routing and
switching, Intrusion Prevention Systems,
I0S and VPN Router, Window, configura-
tion and troubleshooting of VPN's -
DMVPN and GRE. Must have "CCIE Cer-
tification". Send resumes to Advanced
Computer Concepts, Inc., Attn: HR, 7927
Jones Branch Drive, Suite 600 North,
McLean, VA 22102."

Survey Researcher
Assist in design & preparation of surveys
on int’l develop’t (trade, economic growth,
private sector develop’t, donor aid) &
economic regulation on infrastructure
facilities. Will determine & specify survey
method & analyze survey results. Must
have a MA or MPA in Int’l Develop’t
Economics or MA in Economics. Must
have overall 1 year exper. in int’l develop’t,
including time at one of the following:
UN/UNDP, OECD or USAID. Must have
exper. writing policy briefs & analyzing
data from surveys using STATA. Must
have knowledge of EXCEL & in random-
ized control trials & have both knowledge
& exper. applying Growth Diagnostic
framework. Up to approx. 50% time travel
abroad to developing and post-conflict
countries. 40 hr/week, hrs 8:30-5:30 pm
w/some work on evenings, weekends, &
holidays as needed. Job located in
Arlington, VA.
Mail copy of req’d resume w/copy of ad to:
Nathan Associates Inc., Attn:
Ms. Nora Derrick, HR Manager,
2101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1200,
Arlington, VA 22201.

101 Computers 101 Computers

H D1 CoMPUTER SOLUTIONS

JENNIFER SMITH < Serving the Area Since 1995
> Speed up Slow Computers
> Troubleshooting

> Virus Removal

> Computer Setup : /
(571) 265-2038

jennifer @ HDIComputerSolutions.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

EVEN
SUPERMAN

HAD FOSTER
PARENTS

Kids and teens in our
community need super
parents like you.

855-367-8637 or umfs.org

Educational Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

NEWSPAPERS

MPLOYMENT

r Auto/Equipment Mechanic

Seeking self-motivated, energetic individual to perform
maintenance and repair of Estate vehicles and equipment.
Minimum of 2 years combined experience in automobile mechanic
and equipment maintenance trades. Excellent benefits package.
See website www.MountVernon.org
<http://www.MountVernon.org>

For details. To Apply:
HRMail@MountVernon.org
<mailto: HRMail@MountVernon.org>
or Fax: 703.780.8320. EOE
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he plans to live long-term. “A lot of plan-
ning went into the future,” said Baker. “The
concept behind it was we would create a
fun space for our children that their chil-
dren could eventually enjoy.”

He advises his clients to similarly plan
ahead and think about how their needs
might evolve. “To make it a long-term home
is to not think about just what you need
now, but what you might need in the fu-
ture,” he said. “We designed a guest suite
on the first floor with the idea that my wife
and I could live on one floor once we're
empty nesters.” There is enough space for
friends and extended family.

Baker said each time he and his wife up-
dated the house, they did so judiciously. “We
made smart decisions about small things
that make a big difference. For example, we
changed tiles to make it up-to-date with-
out a huge remodel,” he said.

Baker’s experience as a builder helped
him decide on the room sizes and layout of
the house. “In terms of design, a lot of our
house has a focus on lines of sight, infor-

. e

o

Kirstein

Baker

Pros Share Secrets of
Their Homes’ Design

mality and lots of light. ... On our first floor,
there are no partition walls in the common
area.”

The rooms in the house are generous and
comfortable and space was used wisely,
Baker explained. “We focused on the feel-
ing and functionality of the room rather
than the size of the room,” he said. “None
of the rooms are oversized, but they are
functional.”

Wise use of space is another lesson he
shares with clients. “At one time, bedrooms
with sitting rooms were very popular,” said
Baker. “But ... a lot of our clients don’t use
them so we’re repurposing those spaces. In
our master bedroom, for example, we fo-
cused on walk-in closets. Even our master
bathroom is spacious, but it is not vast.”

The Bakers designed their outdoor land-
scape to accommodate their penchant for
relaxed entertaining. “We’re informal folks,”
said Baker. “We like to entertain, so we de-
veloped our landscaping to include an ex-
pansive entertaining area and a swimming
pool. We have a lot of outdoor parties. We
can accommodate a large group in our yard
as well.”
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PHOTO COURTESY OF BOWA BUILDERS. INC.

Enclosing the top of a two-story foyer in his Potomac, Md., home elimi-
nated an unused space and gave building professional Steve Kirstein, his
wife and children a second-floor family room.
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Great Falls $2,495,000
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McLean 2,199,000

"ﬁ' Jan & Dan Laytham
_’ i | 9 \ Dianne Van Volkenburg
¢ e 703-757-3222 Office

Susan Canis Helen Chung Vasiliadis
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