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By Janelle Germanos

And Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

V
oters in the 8th congressional district
have a variety of choices in the June
10 Democratic primary, featuring an
unprecedented 10 candidates. During

their first debate at Mount Vernon High School
last weekend, candidates clashed over financial
issues as well as the kind of tone they want to
strike in Washington. Voters will be able to choose
between liberal and moderate, a range of options
that includes those with decades of experience in
elected office as well as a handful of first-time
candidates.

“In a field like this, it’s a great advantage to
have been an elected official already so people
are familiar with your name,” said Kyle Kondik,
analyst with the University of Virginia Center for
Politics. “So that would help a candidate like Don

Beyer, who is the only candidate to have held
statewide office before. That said, it was a de-
cade and a half ago.”

Beyer was the only candidate to take fire from
another candidate at the forum last weekend, an
indication that he has a target on his back. Radio
personality Mark Levine, who describes himself
as “the aggressive progressive” attacked Beyer for
supporting a plan that would create a national
sales tax. During a question about income inequal-
ity, Levine launched into the first attack of the
primary season, which is expected to get more
intense as the June election day approaches.

“One of the candidates on this stage until just
last month opposed the progressive income tax,”
said Levine. “He supported Tom DeLay’s plan to
get rid of the estate tax, get rid of the income tax
and make everything a national sales tax. That’s
not very progressive at all.”

THE ATTACK is based on a 2005 article in the
industry publication Automotive News, which
quotes Beyer as saying DeLay’s plan “makes emi-
nent sense as public policy,” adding that it would
improve capital formation because wealthy indi-
viduals and businesses would have more money

Bruce Shuttleworth and Alexandria
Mayor Bill Euille participated in a forum
on April 12 at Mount Vernon High
School. Euille was the only candidate
who said he is open to the Keystone XL
pipeline.

Satish Korpe and Laverne Chatman are
among the 10 candidates running to
replace U.S. Rep. Jim Moran. The candi-
dates talked about district issues, the
influence of money in politics, foreign
policy and more at the forum.

State Del. Patrick Hope, Del. Adam
Ebbin and Derek Hyra are among the 10
candidates running to replace U.S. Rep.
Jim Moran.

Derek Hyra and Mark Levine are run-
ning in the 8th Congressional District
Democratic primary.

Democrats Clash in First Debate
Candidates for Congress
claim territory from
liberal to moderate.
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By Janelle Germanos

The Gazette

I
nvest in Us, Invest in
Fairfax.” That was the ral-
lying cry last week at the

Fairfax County Government Cen-
ter as advocates for schools, librar-
ies, parks, government employees
and other human services gath-
ered in support of more funding
in these areas.

The rally occurred during the
second day of the budget hearing,
in which concerned citizens were
able to speak in front of the Board
of Supervisors, voicing their opin-
ions on the FY 2015 budget.

For members of the newly
formed “Invest in Fairfax” coali-
tion, the message is clear: More
funding is needed to keep Fairfax
County a high-quality community.

The group is a new coalition of
teachers, county employees, hu-
man service employees,
firefighters and more working to

ensure Fairfax County remains a
world-class place to live.

“We feel that we’re at a tipping
point, not just at the schools, but

‘Invest in Fairfax’
Coalition of schools, government
employees, parks, libraries
and human services gather
at budget hearings.

Kimberly Adams, president
of the Fairfax Education
Association, spoke at the
“Invest in Fairfax” rally on
April 9 and advocated for
support of schools and
other human services.
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By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

F
amilies that are struggling
to make ends meet in
Northern Virginia are the

target of local governments in
Northern Virginia, which has the
highest tax burden in the region
for low-income workers. Wealthy

people face the highest tax burden
in Prince George’s County and
Montgomery County. But here in
Virginia, poor people face the big-
gest tax burden in Arlington, ac-
cording to a new study by the Of-
fice of Revenue Analysis in the
District of Columbia. Alexandria
ranked second, and Fairfax County

Taxes Target
Low-income Workers
Average tax burden for low-income
workers is highest in Arlington,
Alexandria and Fairfax.

“
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News

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

C
ampaign finance documents re-
leased this week show Don
Beyer well ahead of his com-
petitors in the race for cash, giv-

ing the former lieutenant governor a sig-
nificant edge over the nine other Democrats
in the race to replace U.S. Rep. Jim Moran
(D-8). Beyer raised almost $770,000, more
than twice as much as any other candidate
in the race. Documents show Beyer, who
owns several car dealerships in Virginia,
donated $5,200 to his campaign.

“The conventional wisdom is that Beyer
is leading, and certainly the fundraising
numbers contribute to that conventional
wisdom,” said Kyle Kondik, political ana-
lyst with the University of Virginia Center
for Politics. “But whether that’s actually

going to be the case at the end of the day,
who knows?”

Lavern Chatman, who is a former presi-
dent of the Urban League of Northern Vir-
ginia, came in second place in the race for
campaign cash. Earlier this month, Chatman
held a fundraising event at the Crystal Gate-
way Marriot with Oprah Winfrey.

Alexandria Mayor Bill Euille raised the
third highest total of campaign cash, build-
ing on his experience raising significant
amounts of money to fund campaigns for

mayor even when he faced little or no op-
position.

“The other two people who have raised
significant amounts of money or who have
significant amounts of money seem to have
them from a single source, either they’ve
loaned it to themselves or they’ve had an
Oprah Winfrey level high-profile
fundraiser,” said Quentin Kidd, professor at
Christopher Newport University. “But I bet
his [Beyer’s] donor base is larger than any-
body else, and that really speaks to the level

of support that people are giving you.”
Aside from Beyer, the candidate with the

most cash on hand heading into the June
10 primary is radio personality Mark Levine.
Campaign finance records show that Levine
loaned his campaign $250,000, leaving him
with almost $300,000 heading into the sec-
ond quarter. That give him a significant war
chest that most of the other candidates don’t
have. “He’s putting his neck on the line,” said
Kondick. “It’s possible that if he loans his cam-
paign, that he may never get it back.”

Beyer Rakes in Campaign Cash in Democratic Primary
Fundraising numbers
reveal former
lieutenant governor
has significant edge.

Note: at press time, campaign documents from candidate Satish Korpe were unavailable.
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Candidates Claim Territory from Liberal to Moderate
From Page 1

State Del. Charniele Herring
speaks as George Burke moderates
a forum for the 10 candidates
running for Congress in the 8th
district at Mount Vernon High
School on April 12.

Former lieutenant governor Don
Beyer participated in a forum with
the nine other candidates running
to replace U.S. Rep. Jim Moran on
April 12 at Mount Vernon High
School.

Photos by

Veronica Bruno

The Gazette

to invest in new ventures. Beyer did not
respond during the debate, but a spokes-
woman for Beyer later said he never sup-
ported replacing the progressive tax with a
national sales tax, and he never will.

“Don believes that the middle class and
working families already bear too much of
the burden,” said Ann O’Hanlon. “He sup-
ported Obama’s rollback of Bush tax cuts
for the wealthy and in Congress would work
to eliminate loopholes that allow the
wealthy to pay a lower effective tax rate
than many middle class families.”

That wasn’t the only business issue to di-
vide candidates.

When asked about the controversial Key-
stone XL pipeline, a 1,700-mile pipeline that
would move diluted bitumen from the Ca-
nadian oil sands to the Gulf Coast, almost
all of the candidates said they opposed the
proposal. Alexandria Mayor Bill Euille was
the only candidate who said he would sup-
port it, although he qualified his support
by saying he would want it to meet certain
conditions.

“As long as the health and safety and en-
vironmental issues are addressed, yes,” said
Euille. “It’s a job creator.”

MOST OF THE TIME, candidates agreed
on standard issues of the Democratic Party,
supporting gay marriage and decriminaliz-
ing marijuana.  In direct contrast to Gov.
Terry McAuliffe and Virginia senators Tim
Kaine and Mark Warner, all 10 candidates
voiced their opposition to offshore drilling.
They also agreed on raising the minimum
wage and restoring voting rights to nonvio-

lent felons. All the candidates said they
strongly supported a woman’s right to make
reproductive choices, a fight that brought
national media attention to one candidate
when Republicans in the General Assembly
tried to force women seeking abortions to
get a transvaginal ultrasound.

“A lot of times, things take planning,” said
Del. Charniele Herring (D-46). “And our
fight was carefully planned.”

For most of the debate, candidates fo-
cused on demonstrating how their back-
ground would make them a successful rep-
resentative for the 8th district. Candidates
gave various explanations for how they dif-
fer from Moran, but several said they are
opposed to Moran’s recent assertion that
members of Congress should be paid more.

Levine said he disagreed with Moran’s
vote on the bankruptcy bill in June 2013.
Satish Korpe, director of the Democratic
Business Council of Northern Virginia, said
he wouldn’t take Moran’s direct approach
and would be more tactical. Del. Patrick
Hope (D-47), a health care attorney, former
Capitol Hill staffer and founder of the Vir-
ginia Progressive Caucus, said he wished
Moran would have been more involved in
health care.

Decreasing the influence of money in
politics led to some different answers
among the candidates. Beyer said that su-
per PACS should be banned and that the
amount of money an individual can give to
a candidate should be capped. Derek Hyra,
a Virginia Tech professor, disagreed that

super PACs should be eliminated, although
he said they need to be limited.

PART OF THE FORUM focused on
transportation issues along the Route 1 cor-
ridor, with several of the candidates sup-
porting the extension of the yellow line from
Huntington.

“I think we should declare it a national
emergency that Route 1 looks the way it
does,” said Laverne Chatman, former presi-
dent of the Northern Virginia Urban League
and a graduate of Mount Vernon High
School.

State Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) said that
it is important to note the development and
density needed to support commercial taxes
for a metro extension.

“The feasibility study shows that below
Hybla Valley, that’s not available,” Ebbin
said.

On environmental issues, all the candi-
dates agreed that more needs to be done to
protect the economy. Beyer, for example,
has proposed a carbon tax. Former Navy
pilot Bruce Shuttleworth said fighting cli-
mate change would be a fight in which he
would be personally invested.

“Both of my parents died of lung cancer,”
said Shuttleworth. “And I think pollution
killed them.”

The winner of the June 10 primary could
very well be the next representative for the
heavily Democratic 8th district. The forum
was hosted by the Mount Vernon District
Democratic Committee and moderated by
George Burke, chairman of the Virginia
Democratic Party’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict.
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Wessynton
$664,900

3217 Wessynton Way
Absolutely Stunning 5 BR, 3 BA
Contemporary in Prestigious
Waterfront Community of
Wessynton. Over $150K in
upgrades. Beautifully land-
scaped .34 acre lot backing to
the woods. 5 miles to Ft.
Belvoir. Best of the Best!

Alex./Mt. Vernon Terrace
$595,900

5108 Mt. Vernon Memorial Hwy
Stunning 5 BR, 3 BA brick Cape,
remodeled from top to bottom on
an absolutely spectacular .53 acre
lot. Updated kit & baths w/beautiful
family rm addition across the back
opening to a beautiful deck.
Replacement windows, refinished

hdwd flrs, fully finished w/o basement to a huge patio overlooking expan-
sive fenced back yard. An amazing setting – 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 20
mins to Old Town & 30 mins to Ntl Airport – Gorgeous, Gorgeous Home.

Alexandria City
Cameron Station $689,900

5242 Tancreti Lane
Cameron Station’s finest offering!
Beautiful 4 level brick townhome,
end unit, with 2 car garage.
Gorgeous upgrades throughout and
meticulously maintained. Spacious,
open floor-plan, gourmet kitchen
with granite and SS, high ceilings,

hardwood floors, beautiful bathrooms, Trex decking, dual zone HVAC,
etc. It’s a 10! Fabulous location inside the Beltway, close to Old Town,
Pentagon, National Airport, and D.C. Community shuttle to nearby Metro.

Alex./Yacht Haven $859,900
4505 Dolphin Lane

4,000 sq ft of renovated luxury in
this 5 BR/4 BA Split – Updates:
Kitchen, all 4 baths, spectacular
cherry hdwd floors – Great rm
opens to beautiful sun rm addition
which opens to spectacular 35K
deck which overlooks unbelievable
custom landscaped back yard.
House designed for independent

living on either level. Two updated HVAC systems plus tankless HWH –
the list goes on and on. Nothing better in all of Mt. Vernon!

Alex./Hollin Hall $574,900
8105 Kane Court

Beautiful 2-level home in a cul-de-
sac. Open floor plan w/over 1,500
sq ft on the main level alone!
Kitchen has granite, SS, breakfast
bar and opens to the living and
dining rooms. Family room addi-
tion with skylight, wood-burning
fireplace and built-in bookcases.

Great Ft. Hunt location – close to shops, restaurants, 1 mile to G.W.
Pkwy, Potomac River & Mt. Vernon Bike Trail.
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Alex./Engleside $370,000
8609 Woodlawn Court

Beautiful, solidly built brick
Rambler with a full unfinished
basement perfect for storage, 3rd
bedroom, and 1 bath. Wood-
burning fireplace in the family
room. Beautiful hardwood floors.
Cozy enclosed porch and lovely
deck look out to a gorgeous .5

acre lot. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 30 mins to Ntl Airport – Fantastic
starter home at a great price.

Alex./Riverside Estates
$574,900

8426 Cherry Valley Lane
Stunning, upgraded 5 BR/3 BA Split
– Riverside’s largest split foyer
model. Beautiful sunroom addition,
remodeled kitchen and lower level
bath, freshly painted interior and
exterior, refinished hardwood floors
on main level, new carpet/ceramic

tile on lower level. Spacious 2-car garage and utility rm/work shop. This
home has it all. 5 minutes to Fort Belvoir, 25 to Pentagon.
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News

By Janelle Germanos

The Gazette

B
efore the poetry readings began, Mount
Vernon High School teacher and poetry
expo organizer Melinda Bloomquist spoke
about Gerard Gomez, a student who died

in September 2013.
“I know that even though he’s not in the audience

or up on the stage this year, he’s still here with us,”
Bloomquist said.

The poetry expo, now in its sixth year, was dedi-
cated to Gomez, who was one of Bloomquist’s stu-
dents.

“He was in my eighth period English class last year,
and he was entertaining and challenging,”
Bloomquist said.

Gomez was a gifted poet, Bloomquist said, and was
great at analyzing poetry in class.

“No matter what poem I put in front of him, he
could really figure it out,” Bloomquist said.

Lanaya Butler, president of Mount Vernon’s Stu-
dent Government Association, dedicated her poem
to Gomez.

MVHS hosts Sixth
Annual Poetry Expo.

Dealing with Grief through Poetry

See MVHS,  Page 15

The group of student, faculty and guest poets gather together at the sixth annual
Mount Vernon Poetry Expo on April 11.

Photos by Janelle Germanos/The Gazette

Melinda
Bloomquist, the

poetry expo coordi-
nator and English
teacher at Mount

Vernon High
School, performs at
the school’s poetry

expo on April 11.
This year’s expo

was dedicated to
Gerard Gomez, a

Mount Vernon High
School student who

died in 2013.

Junior Lanaya Butler, Mount Vernon’s SGA
president, tears up as she recites her
poem about the loss of her classmate
Gerard Gomez at the school’s poetry expo
on April 11.
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703-313-6500
www.longandfoster.com

LONG & FOSTER®

5911 Kingstowne Village Parkway, Suite 100
Alexandria VA 22315

ALEXANDRIA • KINGSTOWNE CENTER

307 Yoakum Pkwy. #909 Alexandria $250,000
More than a Condo, it’s a community! Huge, light-filled 2 bed/2
bath w/updated eat-in KIT & sep DR. Granite counters & back
splash in KIT, tile floors in foyer/KIT/wall, newer HVAC, large
LR leading to balcony with views of Alexandria City. Condo fees
include ALL utilities except cable & phone! Condo fee also
includes ALL amenities: pools, tennis courts, gym, shuttle to
Metro, bus at corner. Valerie Hardee 703-401-9169

18390 Fairway Oaks Sq. Leesburg $1,075,000
Breathtaking views! Custom touches throughout this 5,900+ sq ft villa over-
looking the 18th hole and Potomac River * Brazilian cherry hdwds * Gourmet
kitchen w/SS appls, limestone flooring & custom backsplash * LL rec rm
w/bar, custom dressing room & fitness area * MBR w/SA & gas FP * Master
BA w/custom Jacuzzi * 3 decks * Custom closets & cabinetry throughout
* Neutral décor * An absolute must-see! Meg Olympia 703-475-1552

5901 Kingham Ct. Alexandria $719,000
Custom-Built home in private enclave just minutes from Beltway. 5
BR,3 BA with over 3,300 Sq Ft of versatility and style. Wood floors,
beamed cathedral ceiling in LR with fireplace, gourmet kitchen and sep
DR overlook wooded view. Large bedrooms with custom closets. LL
offers spacious family room with gas fireplace, library, and bedrooms
for perfect au pair arrangement, garage. Marcy Bates 703-606-7605

11949 Holly View Dr. Woodbridge $389,900
WATERFRONT!...Occoquan reservoir view, ASSUMABLE VA LOAN,
LOW RATE 3.25% Shows incredibly well, won’t last long. Cul-de-sac,
walking path to park, boating, fishing. Newly renovated/modified
floor plan. Updated kitchen, granite countertops, SS appliances,
paint throughout. Wrap -around porch, large deck w/stairs, 4 BR, 3
BA, den, open plan, bedroom/bath on main. Newly landscaped, new
fence. See virtual tour. Gage Cole 703-258-9479

8129 Dove Cottage Ct. Lorton $479,990
Beautiful Large End Unit Town House at the end of the street with a
Fantastic View, and lots of Privacy. Best Lot in the Community! Large eat-
in Gourmet Kitchen with cherry cabinets, HW Floors, and granite. Double
oven and built-in Microwave. SGD to Deck with Beautiful View. Backs and
sides to woods. Rec Room with gas FP with walkout to rear patio. Two-car
garage. You will love this location! Bob Roop 571-455-3187

1300 Idlewild Blvd. Fredericksburg $415,000
Stunning, bright Colonial, like new! A definite must-see!
Beautiful hardwoods, tile, & neutral colors. Incredible gour-
met kitchen w/beautiful extended, upgraded glazed door
cabinets, granite, tile backsplash, plan desk, breakfast bar
& table space. Formal LR/DR. Spacious family rm opens to
huge deck overlooking trees. Fabulous MBR suite & 3 more
BRs. Rec rm, den & more! Becky Berning 703-930-3400

8208 Woodland Ave. Annandale $650,000
Custom-Built 1-owner home. Wonderful, light-filled 4 bed-
room, 3 bath SFH just minutes from the Beltway. Approx.
2,400 sf of livable space. Freshly painted with refinished hard-
wood floors on main level. Large kitchen with SS fridge. 2 very
large bdrms downstairs. Large patio & beautiful, large, private
lot. No HOA. Easy access to main roads. WATCH THE MOUSE
ON HOUSE VIRTUAL TOUR. Lenny Marsh 703-629-8624

5160 Maris Ave. #401 Alexandria $299,000
Whimsically renovated Top Floor unit w/private balcony view
to peaceful wooded area. Bamboo floors throughout, Breakfast
Bar, Bright Open Concept. Beautifully renovated kitchen with
all Stainless Steel Appliances, brand new backsplash, stone tile
flooring, frost glass lighted cabinetry, baffle trim recessed light-
ing. Updated bathrooms with stone tile shower and vanities.
Energy-Efficient Windows...Lucinda Aguila 703-655-9887

8527 Stonewall Rd.
Manassas $239,999
Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2
1/2 bath town home that
is newly painted.
Hardwood floors on main
level, long foyer with
crown molding, large eat-
in kitchen, separate din-
ing room, family room
with built-in book shelves.
Step onto the deck from
the family room. Fenced
back yard with large stor-
age shed. Basement with

multi-purpose room and large full bath, A/C, Assigned park-
ing. Call agent to show. Mike Flowers 301-938-2590

6729 Sunset
Woods Ct.

Burke $419,900
Lovely, light-filled
townhome in prime
location! Updated
kitchen with gran-
ite, SS refrigerator
& microwave, reno-
vated bathrooms,
neutral colors,
huge deck, updated
windows, and

fenced backyard backing to trees. New Carrier heat pump,
siding and gutters. Master suite with vaulted ceiling and
double walk-in closets. Sought-after school district and
coveted Wooded Glen. Ivette Booher 703-307-5698

Tradition with a Twist

TCHOUPITOULAS
Fine Furnishings and Interior Design

210 N. Lee Street, Alexandria ~ 703-299-0145
Summer Hours are in effect: Monday – Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm
www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Tchoupitoulas Fine Furnishings
represents over 250 manufacturers
and specializes in creating the
traditional yet fun look you want
for your home. From designer lines
like Baker, Pearson, and Niermann
Weeks to fun decorative lines like
Bungalow 5, Mr. Brown, and Two’s
Company. Tchoupitoulas Fine
Furnishings and Interior Design
will bring your dreams
to reality! Tchoupitoulas,
Tradition with a Twist!
Our Client Design Center is
now open. Stop in to schedule
a complimentary design
consultation with one of our

on-staff designers. Retired and active duty U.S. military ALWAYS receive
an additional 10% off of any purchase.

News

Taxes Target Low-income Workers

See Tax Burden,  Page 8

From Page 1

ranked third.
“People of color and low-income people

are being pushed farther and farther out,”
said Jon Liss, founder of Tenants and Work-
ers United. “The whole anti-immigrant
backlash from 2006 to the present in Prince
William was against the influx of people of
color, particularly immigrants, being priced
out and taxed out of this area and moving
down there.”

The study included the average tax bur-
dens for five different income levels, start-
ing at a family that earns $25,000 a year
and ending with a family that earns
$150,000 a year. The families at each in-
come level are assumed to own a single fam-
ily home, although those in the $25,000 are
assumed to live in rental housing and own
a vehicle. The combination of income tax,
sales tax and automobile tax hit people at
the bottom end of the scale hardest

“There is no deliberate policy to impose
a disproportionate tax burden on the low-
est income residents,” said Frank Shafroth,
director of the Center of State and Local
Leadership at George Mason University.
“Rather, it’s a lack of state-delegated author-
ity to use other kinds of taxes, which would
provide greater options to create a more
responsive tax policy in each of these two
booming jurisdictions.”

ARLINGTON RANKS the highest for fami-

lies that earn $25,000 — a very low income
for families who live inside the Beltway. The
median household income in Arlington is
about $103,000, which means the study
was looking at families who are struggling
to make ends meet in a county where most
families pull down salaries that are about
four times larger. County officials say the
tax burden tells only part of the story. Ar-
lington leaders say the county offers a num-
ber of significant services to low-income
residents, including public education and
housing support.

“I believe we are the only Northern Vir-
ginia locality still providing housing grants
to lower income families and seniors,” said
Jay Fisette, chairman of the Arlington
County Board. “We provide four to five
times the level of support to help make
housing affordable as do our closest North-
ern Virginia neighbors.”

As people earn more money, the tax bur-
den decreased on Arlington residents. The
same is true of people who live in Alexan-
dria, which ranks second overall for people
who are at the bottom end of the earnings
scale.

Alexandria also has the third highest tax
burden among families with a $50,000 and
$75,000 income level, and the fourth high-
est tax burden among families with a
$100,000 or $150,000 income level. Resi-
dents in the District of Columbia have the
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GERELI MARBLE & GRANITE

Best Prices
Guaranteed

CUSTOM DESIGN
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Counter Tops
• Fireplace
• Custom Floors
• Vanity Tops
• Tile
• Residential & Commercial

8241-I Backlick Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079
Licensed & Insured • 703.339.0300  •  Fax: 703.339.0400 •  www.gereli.com

Free

Estimates
FreeSink &Install

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306

Easter at Bethany Lutheran
Sunday, April 20
7:00 a.m....Sunrise Worship at Mt. Comfort

Cemetery (6600 S. Kings Highway)
Our 60th year!
Guest Preacher:
The Rev. Karl K. Schmidt

8:24 and 10:54 a.m. ..Music of the Resurrection
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. ..Festival Worship

703-765-8255 • www.bethany-lcms.org

Messiah Lutheran Church
6510 Fort Hunt Rd

Alexandria, VA 22307
www.messiahelca.org

Nativity Lutheran Church
1300 Collingwood Rd
Alexandria, VA 22308

www.nativitylutheran.org

Epiphany Lutheran Church
5521 Old Mill Road

Alexandria, VA 22309
Epiphanylutheran.org

The Lutheran Churches of the
Mount Vernon Area invite you to our

Holy Week and Easter Worship Services
HOLY WEEK

Maundy Thursday, April 17 –
7:30 p.m. at Epiphany Lutheran Church

Good Friday, April 18 – 7:30 p.m. at Messiah Lutheran Church

EASTER SUNDAY • April 20
Sunrise Service – 6 a.m. at Epiphany Lutheran Church

Easter Service (Traditional) – 10 a.m. at Nativity Lutheran Church
Easter Service (Family) – 10 a.m. at Messiah Lutheran Church

THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

www.gal-friday.com

703-780-3463
• Residential and 

Personal Organizing
• Downsizing, Moving

and Staging
• Event Planning

See Bulletin,  Page 14

   Obituary

David Allan
Buffmire

David Allan Buffmire, 59, of
Kents Store, Va. died April 6, 2014
at Martha Jefferson Hospital in
Charlottesville of complications
from pneumonia and cancer.
David grew up in Hollin Hills and
graduated from Groveton High
School in Mount Vernon.   He went
on to become well known as a
builder, cabinet-maker and accom-
plished musician before relocating
to Fluvanna County, Va. in Febru-
ary 2002.  There he continued
cabinet making, building and fly-
ing model airplane gliders, play-
ing in a band and raising his dogs.

David is survived by his wife of
30 years, Vicki; stepson Michael
Crowe and grandchildren, Maya,
Michael and Payton Crowe.

A memorial service will be held
at Hill and Wood Funeral Home
in Charlottesville, May 3, 2014 at
1 p.m.  In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations can be made in
David Buffmire’s  name to the
Fender Music Foundation
(www.fendermusicfoundation.org)
or the American Cancer Society
(www.cancer.org).

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

TUESDAY/APRIL 18
Genealogical Society Meeting. 1

p.m. at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
room 112, 1500 Shenandoah Road.
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society
meeting will feature a presentation
entitled “Experiences of a Young
Waist Gunner in WW II” by Ray
Bailey. What was it like for an 18-
year-old high school graduate from a
small Ohio town to go off to war,
fight the Germans and survive his
plane “going down?” Visit
www.MVGenealogy.org. Questions
about the program should be directed
to Karen Jenkins at 703-866-2478 or
publicity@mvgenealogy.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 19
Boater Education Course. 8 a.m.-5

p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall,
8592 Richmond Highway. The U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary offers a course
that meets the boating education
requirements of all states. Maryland,
Virginia and the District of Columbia
require completion of an approved
course to legally operate a motor
boat. Contact Rich Miller at
eaglesailor75@cox.net or 703-780-
3765.

TUESDAY/APRIL 22
Community Information Session.

10:30 a.m. at the Sherwood Regional
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Overview of Mount Vernon, including
membership and volunteer
opportunities. RSVP to 703-303-4060
or info@mountvernonathome.org.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 23
Chamber of Commerce

Anniversary. 6:30-9 p.m. at Belle

Bulletin



8  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  April 17-23, 2014 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

50th
Reunion
Mount Vernon
High School

Class of 1965
www.mountvernon

high1965.com

News

Tax Burden Targets Low-Income in Northern Virginia
From Page 6

lowest tax burden in all five of the income brackets.
“Talk to people in D.C., and they wish they had better

services — EMS service, for instance, better police re-
sponse times, more recreation centers,” said Alexandria
Mayor Bill Euille. “So it’s what you invest in and reinvest
in in terms of providing outreach and services to your
taxpayers.”

VIRGINIA HAS a reputation as a low-tax state, so the
relatively high tax burden on low-income people is
counter-intuitive. For example, the Washington-based Tax
Foundation ranks Virginia as the 25th lowest among
states levying an individual income tax. When the orga-
nization looked at state and local income tax collections,
though, it ranked Virginia as the 11th highest nationally.

“We reside in a low-tax state,” said Shafroth. “So there
is both a greater burden on local governments to raise
taxes than in Maryland, but limited state authority on
what kinds of taxes may be levied.”

Among the Northern Virginia jurisdictions that were
part of the D.C. government study on tax burdens, Fairfax
County had the lowest tax burden in all income brack-
ets.

That means that Arlington and Alexandria impose a
greater tax burden on their residents than in Fairfax
County. But as families earn more money, the tax burden
decreases in Fairfax County.

“Saying that Fairfax has a lower tax burden than Ar-
lington is like saying that Mount McKinley is not as high
as Mount Everest,” said Arthur Purves, president of the
Fairfax County Taxpayers Alliance. “Fairfax County’s tax
burden and spending is still way too high.”

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your
favorite snapshots of you with your Mom and The
Mount Vernon Gazette will publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include some infor-
mation about what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and town of resi-
dence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Mount Vernon Gazette,
“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a
stamped, self-addressed envelope, but please don’t
send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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E
arth Day is April 22, observed April
19-27 and beyond. Fairfax County
offers many useful and educational
ways to enjoy the day. Don’t miss the

chance to get outside, observe the developing
spring weather, flora and fauna. Here are some
of the opportunities:

Environmental Film Festival, Sunday,
April 20 through Thursday, April 24,
Cinema Arts Theatres: 9650-14 Main
Street, Fairfax. Each day, networking
will begin at 3:30 p.m. and films be-
gin at 4 p.m. The public is welcome to join in
discussion on film topics and how they relate
to Fairfax County. Students throughout the
County have been encouraged to submit 2-5
minute films which will be shown throughout
the Festival in between feature films and will
be rebroadcast on Cox Communications local
Channel 74 following the Festival. Environ-
mental nonprofit organizations like the
Audubon Society, Lands and Waters, Northern
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District
will be at Cinema Arts for the daily network-
ing sessions at 3.30 p.m.

http://www.fcrpp3.org/wp-content/up-
loads/green_inspirations.pdf

Cub Run RECenter for Earth Day, Sat-
urday, April 19, 9 a.m.-noon, 4630 Stonecroft
Blvd, Chantilly: “Nike Reuse-a-Shoe Program,”
bring old, worn-out athletic shoes to Earth Day.
Nike Reuse-a-Shoe will grind them down to
create a new material called Nike Grind which
is used to make sports courts, turf fields, tracks
and more. Activities include: planting, weed-
ing, mulching, watershed clean-up, crafts for
kids and bring questions for Master Garden-
ers. What to bring: water bottle, sunscreen, hat,
garden gloves and bug repellent. Age: 5 - adult
(ages 12 and under must be accompanied by
an adult).

Springfest, April 26, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton:

pony rides, plant sales, climbing wall, bounce
house, petting zoo, face painting, two shows
by Billy B, Reptiles Alive!, Under The Sea. 9-
11 a.m. Stream Cleanup and Tree Planting with
Occoquan Regional Park. Donate toothpaste,
toothbrushes, cereal and rice to Lorton Com-
munity Action.

Invasive Management Area Volunteer
Program is a community-based project
designed to reduce invasive plants on
our parklands. This volunteer-led pro-
gram gives residents an opportunity

to protect plants and wildlife of Fairfax
County’s forests while spending time outdoors,
meeting new people and restoring natural
habitats. Key components of this program are
habitat restoration and a long-term commit-
ment to the park. Many workdays planned
during Earth Week, April 19-26, including in
Vienna, McLean, Springfield and Burke.
Virginia’s Annual Invasive Plant Removal Day
is May 3. To sign up, contact IMA Coordinator
Erin Stockschlaeder at 703-324-8681

Fairfax County Biological Stream
Monitoring: Aquatic forms of insects (called
“benthic macroinvertebrates”) live on the bot-
tom of rocks and debris lying in the streambed.
These small organisms play a big role in help-
ing Fairfax County staff monitor the health of
a stream.

Data collected by volunteers is incorporated
into a number of different water quality re-
ports, including the Stream Protection Strat-
egy Baseline Study. Join the hundreds of exist-
ing volunteers in collecting this important in-
formation and make a difference in the health
of Fairfax County’s streams! If you are inter-
ested in becoming a monitor, email the coor-
dinator or call 703-324-1422, TTY 711.

Household Hazardous Waste Collec-
tion, April 26, Reston South Park & Ride Lot,
2531 Reston Parkway, Reston. http://
www.fair faxcounty.gov/dpwes/trash/

disphhw.htm
Electric Sunday, April 27 and May 18, I-

66 Transfer Station, 4618 West Ox Road,
Fairfax 22030: Fairfax County residents can
recycle televisions, computers and peripheral
devices — including keyboards, speakers,
printers, external drives and other such mate-
rials — and unbroken fluorescent light bulbs
and tubes on Electric Sundays. There is no
charge for Fairfax County residents to partici-
pate in Electric Sunday; however, you may be
required to show proof of residency.

Help Create A Bee-Friendly Land-
scape, seedling sale: The trees and shrubs
in this year’s seedling sale will help provide
habitat for bees and add beauty to your land-
scape. The 2014 Shrub and Small Tree Pack-
age includes 10 seedlings for $16.95. The Tree
Package includes six seedlings sold for $11.95.
A full, nonrefundable payment must accom-
pany your order by Monday, April 28. Orders
may be picked up on Friday, May 2, 9 a.m.-4
p.m., or Saturday, May 3, 9 a.m.-noon. http://
w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y. g o v / n v s w c d /
seedlingsale.htm

Mother’s Day Photos
Mother’s Day is May 11, 2014, and every year

at this time, we call for submissions to our
Mother’s Day photo gallery. Send photos of
mothers, grandmothers, great-grandmothers,
with children or without children.

Please name everyone in the photo, the ap-
proximate date, describe what is happening in
the photo and include your name, address,
email address and phone number. (We will not
print your full address or contact information.)
You can upload photos and information directly
to our website at
w w w. c o n n e c t i o n n e w s p a p e r s . c o m /
mothersday/ or email to gazette@connection
newspapers.com

Get outside with your family,
participate in group activities, or
just walk in your favorite park.

Celebrate Earth Day

Editorials

Letters to the Editor

Many Changes
In Compromise
To the Editor:

The April 10 article [“Commission Approves
EnviroSolutions Application,” Mount Vernon
Gazette] on the Planning Commission’s vote
to recommend approval of the EnviroSolutions
proposal to continue construction debris land-
fill operations and create a green energy park
offers a confusing inconsistency. The president
of the South County Federation states that ESI
was inflexible and not interested in any com-
promise during recent meetings of a compro-
mise group. Yet, the facts show that ESI sig-
nificantly changed their proposal after the
meetings with SCF to shorten the extension
period by six years (27 percent) and reduce
the currently approved height to reduce the
visual impact of the landfill. The only point on
which ESI was “inflexible” was on their com-
mitment to install the green energy park and
to close their reclamation facility thus keeping
heavy trucks from the neighborhood roads.

Even Commissioner Flanagan, as quoted in
your article, noted that the testimony of the
community had resulted in “changes to the
application.”

SCF’s offer to extend the operations of the
landfill for only four years would have killed
the green energy park, put trucks on South
County neighborhood roads and cost the com-
munity over $13M in funding for ball parks,
recreational uses and other community needs.
When it comes to who is being “flexible” in
this process, I think the actions of ESI speak
louder than SCF’s words.

Further, I wish to note that the 50 speakers
referenced by Commissioner Flanagan in-
cluded many residents who spoke in favor of
the application.

Jon Taylor
Lorton

Restriping Sherwood
Hall Lane
To the Editor:

I would like to remind the people who live
on Sherwood Hall Lane that this road is our
road not just theirs. By our, I mean the hun-
dreds of people from Beacon Hill south to al-
most Mount Vernon. Sherwood Hall Lane is
the only way for all of the people who live east
of Route 1 to get to Route 1.

Many of us have purchased homes that are
on cul-de-sacs and are neighborhood roads.
The county does a great job of making sure
there is a vote by everybody using the neigh-
borhood roads if a change is suggested. This
was just done for Mason Hill Road. If you
bought a home on this busy street this was your
choice.

You do not have the right to change this road
for your own desires. This is like people who
purchase homes under an airport landing zone
then complain about the jet noise.

I would suggest that the 350 tickets issued
to residents for passing on the right in three
months is strong data that shows left turn lanes
are needed. Every day three of us citizens are
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This notification is to inform
the general public that

Dawson Dry Cleaners
located at

6410 Richmond Highway,
Alexandria, VA will be closing

at the end of April 2014.
If you have any items left at the store,
please pick them up within the next 30

days. We will not be liable for any
items left longer than 30 days.

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic Dance
Spring Session starts:
April 21 – 10:15 am
April 23 – 6:30 pm
Lee Center,
1108 Jefferson Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Register online at:
alexandriava.gov/recreation
For information,
call: 202-657-1150

From Page 10

Letters

Watching
On April 15, an egg was laid in our osprey nest. Gesta-
tion period is a little over a month. I look forward to
more eggs being laid in the coming days. Enjoy the
show at www.littlehuntingcreek.org/ospreycam.html.
The accompanying night photo was made possible by
our camera’s infrared capability.       — H. Jay Spiegel
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ticketed because of the lack of a
left turn lane on Sherwood Hall
Lane. To save some parking spaces
it may be possible to have several
left turn lanes versus one continu-
ous left turn lane.

I ride my bike on Sherwood Hall
Lane at least three times a week
from Ft. Hunt to Route 1 and have
never felt like the traffic or parked
cars were an issue. This is a wide
road that can accommodate all of
us. There are two places, one in
front of the firehouse where the
lanes are narrow so I ride on the
sidewalk there but almost never
encounter anybody walking on the
sidewalk.

Phil Boughton
Mount Vernon

From Page 7

Haven Country Club, 6023 Fort Hunt
Road. The Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber will recognize 60 years of
contributions to the community, with
speaker Supervisor Jeff McKay. $40.
Visit www.MtVernon-
LeeChamber.org or call 703-360-
6925.

THURSDAY/APRIL 24
Candidate Forum. 7-9 p.m. at

Antioch Church of Christ, 1120
Queen St. Candidate forum for 8th
Congressional District sponsored by
Alexandria NAACP. Visit
www.fairfaxnaacp.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 26
Garden Art Presentation. 2 p.m. at

the Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. The Fairfax
County Master Gardeners Association
will present about garden art,
ornaments and kitsch. Call 703-765-
3645.

Bulletin Board
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

From Page 5

News

“He was a really good friend of mine,”
Butler said.

Butler said writing poetry has helped her
deal with her loss, even though she is still
struggling to accept that her close friend is
gone. She said for a while, she just tried to
pretend he was on vacation.

“The first time I recited it today, I cried,”
Butler said.

Butler’s poem talked about how she felt
on Sept. 15, 2013 when she found out
Gomez died. She’s been working on the
poem for months.

The students are still feeling the loss,
Bloomquist said, but many are able to use

poetry as an expression of their grief.
Faculty members also shared poems at the

expo.
Bloomquist wrote a poem about what

brought her to Mount Vernon, called “She
Knew.”

“I’m obsessed with school and I’m ob-
sessed with Mount Vernon. I love this place,”
she said.

Guest poets included Simone Owens, Rei
Berroa, Michael Gaut, Beth Huddleston,
Jasmine Rodriquez, Mount Vernon High
School graduate Destin Hockaday, and
Charles Sabatier, the former science depart-
ment chair at Mount Vernon.

“I just love spoken word,” said Jasmine
Rodriquez, one of the guest poets.

MVHS Hosts Annual Poetry Expo

Junior Amy
Santiago reads

her poem at
sixth annual

Mount Vernon
Poetry Expo on

April 11.

Photo by Janelle Germanos/The Gazette
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By Marilyn Campbell

 The Gazette

A
rlington mother Holly
Karapetkova reserves time for
reading in the schedules of her
two young children. It has be-

come such an important part of their daily
routine that it is a treasured family activity.
It is also vital to her children’s development
says Karapetkova.

“Reading is an extremely complex men-
tal activity that engages a child’s — or
adult’s — brain much more intensively than
television or video games,” said
Karapetkova, Ph.D., Associate Professor of
Literature at Marymount University in Ar-
lington. “When you read, you employ
higher-order cognitive skills. You learn to
imagine things that you have not yourself
experienced.”

CHILD DEVELOPMENT and literature
experts say that reading helps children de-
velop imagination skills and an ability to
learn and think in new ways. It also boosts
emotional development.

“You learn to empathize with others, and
so you are able to grow emotionally as
well,” said Karapetkova. “Critical thinking,
imagination, and empathy are all qualities
that are essential to our nature as human
beings, and essential to our success in the
world.”

Fred Bemak, Ed.D., Professor
and Academic Program Coordi-
nator, College of Education and
Human Development at George
Mason University, says that even
a few minutes each day can have
a significant influence. “Reading
to a child 20 minutes a days will
increase their ability to read and
think above grade level,” he said.
“That is just a matter of sitting
with a child and reading with
them, but it has a such profound
influence.”

A lack of reading time also

makes an impact on children.
“When a child doesn’t have ac-
cess to books or when a parent
doesn’t have knowledge about
reading to a child, that is where
we see an achievement gap,” said
Bemak.

Mary Catherine Coleman,
Lower School Librarian and JK-
12 Library Department Chair at
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School
in Alexandria, said reading offers
children a broad view of the
world. “I think, and research
shows, reading helps to develop
children’s thinking because it
helps to develop a background
knowledge about the world,” she
said. “Reading also helps children
to see the world from a different
perspective, helping children de-
velop an understanding, empa-
thy and compassion for others
and the world. It challenges chil-
dren to look at events, people and
things in a different way.”

“When it comes to imagination,
books challenge children to cre-
ate a movie in their minds,” said
Coleman. “They need to imagine
a world, characters and experiences that
they are not familiar with.”

“Reading challenges children to move
beyond what they see in front of them,” said

Experts say reading is critical to
cognitive and emotional development.

Challenging a Child’s Mind Through Reading

Photo by Katie Peebles

Marymount University professor Holly
Karapetkova reads with her 4-year-old
daughter. Experts say that reading is a
complex mental activity that engages a
child’s brain more intensively than watch-
ing television or playing video games.

Book Suggestions
THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE:
“Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library”

by Chris Grabenstein
“Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy”

by Karen Foxlee
“Capture the Flag”

by Kate Messner

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE:
“Doll Bones”

by Holly Black
“Under the Egg”

by Laura Marx Fitzgerald
“Rump: The True Story of Rumpelstiltskin”

by Liesl Shurtliff

Coleman. “It also teaches children how to
be storytellers, how to share experiences
and fosters creativity.”

Karapetkova said that reading is more
open-ended than other media and chal-
lenges a child’s cognitive abilities. “When
you read, even when they are pictures, your
brain has to do a great deal of work to pro-
cess information and piece the story to-
gether,” she says. “In a movie or video game,
everything is predetermined and spelled out
for you, and there’s a lot less room left to
the imagination to make leaps and discover
things on its own.”

Karapetkova has experienced this in her
own life. “I have found with my older child
that one book often leads to another,” she
said. “We might read something that piques
his interest and sends him back to the li-

brary for more information, and the infor-
mation he can find in the library is seem-
ingly endless.”

The same is not true with television or
video games. “When he watches a film or
plays a video game, he never says to me, ‘I
want to find out more about organisms deep
under the sea because that’s where
Spongebob lives,’” said Karapetkova. “But
when he reads a book, he asks questions
and his curiosity and imagination open up.”

Michael Moynihan, Upper School Head,
The Heights School in Potomac, Md., be-
lieves in eschewing some electronic media
and promoting “a renewed culture of
reading…[and] conversation”.

SO WHICH BOOKS do experts recom-
mend? “Really, anything you and your chil-
dren enjoy reading together will do the
trick,” said Karapetkova. “My children are
several years apart. My daughter is 4 and
my son is 9, and I have been amazed by
how much each enjoys the books I pick out
together for the other. I’ll sit down with my
daughter to read ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’
or another picture book and my son will
stop whatever he is doing to join us.”

“And my daughter also enjoys listening
to what my son and I are reading aloud
together,” said Karapetkova. “We’ve been
reading a variety of books this year, in-
cluding things like Harry Potter and C.S.
Lewis, and she listens and grasps part of
what is happening. So their interest in
each other’s books reminds me that chil-
dren can be drawn to and learn from a
great range of books.”

“Reading to a child 20 minutes
a day will increase their ability
to read and think above grade
level. That is just a matter of
sitting with a child and reading
with them, but it has a such
profound influence.”
— Fred Bemak, Ed.D., George Mason University

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

Booster Club Officers. Sports par-
ents from Mount Vernon High School
are needed to become officers after May
turnover. The booster club has numer-
ous activities and projects that directly
help sports programs. Current projects
need volunteers as well. Contact Bob
Maxey at 703-619-3141 or
rdmaxey@fcps.edu.

The following students were recog-
nized as members of the dean’s list for
the fall semester at Eastern Mennonite
University, Harrisonburg: Heather
Evans, a junior, for her music; and
Erin Rheinheimer, a junior, for art.

James Madison University student
Richard Baier recently participated in
LeadershipU, a one-day conference that
helps to equip student leaders with skills
to prepare them to better lead their or-
ganizations. Baier, a junior engineering
major, participated in the conference
held Feb. 1.

Davis & Elkins College student Carly
Sable directed “A Pretty Trap” in the
Division of Fine and Performing Arts
Winter One-Acts production. Sable is
the daughter of Carolyn Sable of Alex-
andria.

Mount Vernon High School is
one of seven schools nationwide to be
named a winner of a Grammy 2014 Sig-
nature School Enterprise Award, worth

$5,500, designed to support students in
economically underserved schools.
Mount Vernon High was recognized for
its efforts to combine the needs of gen-
eral education students with special
education students. Music therapy
teacher Irv Kalugdan, who applied for
the grant with music teacher Judi Belzer
and two music therapy interns, said he
incorporates community-based music
therapy models that address the needs
of his students as well as the needs of
the community. The choir and music
therapy programs have collaborated in
the past on projects and individual cases
that had the potential to benefit from
both a performance- or product-ori-
ented approach as well as a therapeutic-
or process-oriented approach.

Working in tandem, Kalugdan and

Belzer hope to launch Mount Vernon’s
music label project that would bring the
performing arts programs into an acces-
sible digital platform. Students, staff
members, and members of the commu-
nity could be recorded, produced, and
promoted by the label in hopes of devel-
oping a sustainable entertainment
resource combining FCPS fine and per-
forming arts programs with the needs of
the community. The schoolwide com-
munity would have access to the music
label project’s activities either as a live
or online audience and could use the
label as a resource to podcast or archive
their guest speakers. The label could
also help provide video lesson plans for
students who are homebound or hospi-
talized. Kalugdan hopes that students
and staff members can be trained to use

the software designated for the project,
potentially leading to the implementa-
tion of telepresence devices for students
on extended medical absences. He adds
that collaboration with students in busi-
ness, marketing, work awareness and
transition, art therapy, photography,
and computer graphics is a possibility in
the future.

Sandburg Middle student Falak Rafi
has been named the first place winner
of the Reagan Washington National Air-
port energy conservation poster contest.
The seventh grade student’s winning
poster will be displayed at the airport.
The contest is held annually to encour-
age employees to save energy whenever
possible.

School Notes

See School Notes,  Page 20
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit. See “REVOLUTION: Art

and Technology” art exhibit through
April 27 at Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Artists explore
their relationship with technology in
computer-created art, digitally
manipulated art, art made from
electronic parts, mixed-media pieces
expressing feelings about technology,
and more. Hours are Thursdays
noon-6 p.m.; Friday & Saturday
noon-9 p.m.; Sunday noon-6 p.m.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
more.

Sculpture Exhibit. Through Sunday,
April 27 at Margaret W. and Joseph
L. Fisher Art Gallery, located in the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center at the Alexandria Campus
of Northern Virginia Community
College. See Edmond Nassa’s
“Innermost Evocations.” His website
http://edmondnassa.com/ showcases
some of his work. Gallery hours are
Monday-Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
during performances. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/
gallery.html.

Art Exhibit. May 2-June 8 at the
Schlesinger Center Margaret W. &
Joseph L. Fisher Gallery, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Meditations on the
Boundless, an exhibit of acrylic
paintings on yupo paper by Arlington
artist Kimberly DiNatale. Opening
reception Saturday, May 3, 4-6 p.m.
Gallery hours 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday-Friday. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html.

Art Exhibit. See “LOULOUDI Flower/
To Flower” at The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. The exhibit explores the
natural process of flowering and its
metaphorical context through object
making and installation. Free. The
exhibit runs through May 4. Call 703-
548-0035 or visit www.nvfaa.org.

Art Exhibit. “Words and Letters” May
8-June 22 in the Athenaeum gallery,
201 Prince St. This multimedia show
from regional artists uses text as a
component of visual art. Opening
reception Sunday, May 11, 4-6 p.m.
Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Art Exhibit. “Sound of Butterfly,” a
solo exhibition of new work by
Soomin Ham, a photographer and
multimedia artist. Through May 11 at
Multiple Exposures Gallery, Studio
312, Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union St. Gallery hours are 10
a.m.-6 p.m. except Thursdays, 1-9
p.m. Call 703-838-4565 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

Photography Exhibit. “Threesomes,”
photography by Maureen Minehan in
sets of three standalone images. On
display in the Multiple Exposures
Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105
North Union St., Alexandria, May 13-
June 22. Open daily 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
except Thursday, 2-8 p.m. Opening
reception Sunday, June 1, 2-4 p.m.

Art Exhibit. See “Spirit of Place: Dyke
Marsh,” an exhibition of photography
by Anthony Peritore and sculptural
works by Megan Peritore through
May 18 in the Crossroads Gallery,
located in Goodwin House Bailey’s
Crossroads, 3440 S. Jefferson St.,
Falls Church. Free.

Theatre One-Man Shows. Through
May 25, two shows will be performed
in repertory at MetroStage, 1201 N.
Royal St. The Thousandth Night by
Carol Wolf and starring Marcus Kyd,
and Underneath the Lintel by Glen
Berger starring Paul Morella will be
performed on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays
and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3
or 5 p.m. and 8 p.m., Sundays at 3
and 7 p.m. Tickets $50 (students
$25) at 800-494-8497 or

‘Jane Eyre’ Comes to Life in Alexandria
Alexandria City’s George Washington Middle School will present two weekends of theater beginning Friday, April

26. Charlotte Bronte’s magnificent gothic story comes to life on the GW Stage. This adaptation captures the mystery,
romanticism, and brooding atmosphere of the novel set in the burnt out remains of Thornfield Hall. Jane Eyre eventu-
ally unravels the secrets of this haunted mansion and finds her own sense of peace with her past through honesty,
courage, and sacrifice. This is a moving story for all times and all ages.

Graduates from Lyles Crouch, Mount Vernon Community School, Maury Elementary, George Mason and more fill
the stage and promise an evening of theater sure to enchant.

Jane Eyre will be performed April 25-26 and May 2-3, Fridays at 7 p.m., Saturdays at 1 and 7 p.m. Seating begins
30 minutes before curtain rises. Tickets $5, cash and check, no credit cards. Concessions are available.

George Washington Middle School is located at1005 Mount Vernon Ave. Call 703-706-4500.

Entertainment

www.boxofficetickets.com. Visit
www.metrostage.org for more.

Children’s Theater. Arts on the
Horizon presents “Sunny and
Licorice” at The Lab at Convergence,
1801 N. Quaker Lane. Show is 30
minutes and best for ages 2-5.
Performances are 10:30 a.m. May 30,
June 4-6 and June 11-13; and 10 and
11:30 a.m. May 31, June 7 and June
14. $8 tickets, purchase online or at
the door. At each show the group will
collect non-perishable food and
canned good for Community
Lodgings. Visit
www.artsonthehorizon.org/sunny-
and-licorice or call 703-967-0437.

Attics and Alleys Tour. Tickets are
now on sale for the Attics and Alleys
tour, a three-hour walking tour
featuring rarely seen spaces of four
sites — the Lee-Fendall House,
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, The
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum and Carlyle House. Tours
will be offered Saturdays in May, 9
a.m.-noon. $35/peron. Reservations
required. Visit shop.alexandriava.gov
or 703-746-4242.

Spy Program at Mount Vernon. 3
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays through
June 1. Learn about spying during
the Revolutionary War, including
concealment codes, invisible ink and
double agents. Self-guided programs
with map provided. Free with
admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/spy.

Art Exhibit. “Women Legends of
Alexandria: 2007-2013” art exhibit
will be on display at Prudential
PenFed Realty, 300 N. Washington
St., suite 100. The exhibit will
showcase portraits from the Living
Legends of Alexandria project with
selected works from the Del Ray
Artisans. Show runs through June 27.
Hours are Mondays-Fridays 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Visit www.thedelrayartisans.org
for more.

Historical Exhibit. Through August at
the Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. “Sit Down
and Take a Stand” commemorates
the 1939 library sit-in of five African
American men and its mastermind,
Samuel Tucker. One of the earliest
occasions of individuals using the sit-
in as an act of civil disobedience in
the modern civil rights movement.
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call 703-746-4356.

Doggy Happy Hours. 5-8 p.m. at
Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Thursdays
during the summer. Free, drinks sold
separately. Treats and water for dogs,
with pet boutique and service
vendors. Portions of proceeds benefit
People. Animals. Love. Visit
www.Monaco-Alexandria.com/
alexandria-hotel/doggy-happy-
hour.html.

New Exhibit. Mount Vernon invites
visitors to explore George
Washington’s design for the grounds
of his estate, through a new
exhibition, “Gardens & Groves:
George Washington’s Landscape” at
Mount Vernon through Jan. 12,
2016. Gardens & Groves is the first
museum exhibition to focus
specifically on Washington’s
landmark achievements as a
landscape designer combining rarely-
seen original documents, artwork,
and books with period garden tools,
landscape photography, and a scale
model of the Mount Vernon estate.
Included in admission $18/adult;
$17/senior citizen; $9/child age 6-
11; children under 5 are free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Classic cars, hot rods, exotic cars,
motorcycles and more meet to share
car stories and drink coffee. Group
meets the first Sunday of every

month. 8:30-11 a.m.
Songwriter’s Showcase. Every

Tuesday at 8 p.m. at The Old Town
Theater, 815 1/2 King St. Features a
different Songwriter’s Association of
Washington artist each week. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com for
tickets.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria - a $26
added value. Learn more at
PresPassport.Monticello.org.

Art Exhibit. See “Sit Down and Take a
Stand: Samuel W. Tucker and the

1939 Alexandria Library Sit-In” at the
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. The exhibit focuses on
the life of famed civil rights attorney
Samuel Wilber Tucker, and highlights
the role of Robert Strange, who was
a runner between the library and
Tucker’s office, keeping Tucker
abreast of developments. The exhibit
runs through August. Free. 703-746-
4356.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Art at the Center spring classes are

now open for registration. The spring
session runs April 21-May 30. Visit
www.artatthecenter.org or call 703-
201-1250.

Pre-School Studio. 9:30-11:30 a.m. at
Art at the Center, 2804 Sherwood
Hall Lane. June 9-19, Mondays-
Thursdays children ages 4-6 attend
for explorations of clay, collage,
drawing and painting as well as
creativity, problem solving,
collaboration and fun. Call 703-201-

1250 or visit
www.artatthecenter.org.

Youth Summer Classes. Beginning
Monday, July 7, Metropolitan School
of the Arts offers pre-professional
summer dance, music theater and
acting camps, as well as a wide
variety of youth summer camps
where students can explore and learn
many facets of the performing and
visual arts. Visit,
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Martial Arts Camps. Potomac Kempo
teaches Shaolin Kempo, a blend of
Japanese Karate and Chinese Kung
Fu. Potomac Kempo’s locations will
host a camp “virtual tour” of China
July 14-18 at the new Huntington
location, 5914 N. Kings Hwy.; and
Japan, July 21-25 at the Foxchase
location, 4617 Duke St. For children
age 5-12. Campers will learn about
art, cuisine, history and language.
Morning and afternoon sessions or
all-day option. Visit
www.potomackempo.com/summer-
camp or call 703-206-8064.
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Metro Club After-School Program.
Through June, the Metropolitan
School of Arts presents an after-
school program for grades 1-6. The
program is located at both the Lorton
studio at Workhouse Arts Center,
9517 Workhouse Way and in
Alexandria at 5775 Barclay Drive.
Programs will focus on the arts,
including music, dance, theatre, yoga
and academics, as well as designated
homework time. The program will
run Mondays, 1-6 p.m., and Tuesday-
Friday, 3-6 p.m. Tuition runs from
$130-150. Call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
a schedule.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Theater Camp. Mount Vernon
Community Children’s Theatre will
hold sessions starting June 30 to
Aug. 22. There are two-week sessions
with morning, afternoon or all day
sessions, and one-week sessions that
go all day. To register, visit
www.mvcct.org.

THURSDAY/APRIL 17
Model Railroad Club. 10 a.m. at

Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. The club presents
“Island Railroad Operations in
Hawaii, Bermuda and Ireland” with
film clips and light refreshments.
Free.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m.at The Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Lily Costner opens for Kevin Costner
& Modern West. $39.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for tickets. Visit
www.kevincostner.com.

Band Concert. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St. The U.S. Air
Force Band plays A Quartet
Celebration; Clarinet Quartet vs.
Tuba Quartet. Call 202-767-5658 or
visit www.usafband.af.mil.

FRIDAY/APRIL 18
Easter Egg Hunt. 3:30 p.m. at The

Lee-Fendall House, 614 Oronoco St.
Children 12 or younger are eligible to
participate in the Easter Egg Hunt.
Older children and adults are
welcome to enjoy all other activities.

$12 for children aged 0-12, $5 for
others. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Third Friday with
the Mount Vernon Swing Band.
Refreshments provided. $4. Visit
www.hollinhallseniorcenter.org/
eventsprograms.

SATURDAY/APRIL 19
Civil War Sesquicentennial Event.

8 a.m. in the Franconia
Governmental Center, 6121
Franconia Road. Grant Takes
Command of the Union Army, Battles
Lee at The Wilderness, Spotsylvania.
Contact dhakenson@cox.net1 or call
703-971-4984.

Boundary Stone Bike Tour. 9:15
a.m. at entrance to East Falls Church
Metro on Sycamore Street. Leisurely
35-mile tour with many stops. See 12
historic D.C. boundary stones in
Arlington, Alexandria and Fairfax
County along the Mount Vernon,
Four Mile Run, Washington and Old
Dominion Railroad Bike Trails and
area streets with a few long uphill
climbs. Canceled if 55 percent or
more chance of rain. Bring lunch,
water, and any type of bike. $2, no
reservations necessary. Sponsored by
Center Hiking Club, visit
www.centerhikingclub.org.

Easter Egg Hunt. 10:30 a.m., 12:30
p.m. at The Lee-Fendall House,614
Oronoco Street. All children of
elementary school age or younger
(children aged 0-12) are eligible to
participate in the Easter Egg Hunt.

Older children and adults are
welcome to enjoy all our other
activities. Tickets are $12 for children
aged 0-12, and $5 for all others. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

Easter Egg Hunt. 11 a.m. at The
Fountains at Washington House,
5100 Fillmore Ave. Refreshments at
11 and egg hunt at 11:30 a.m. All are
welcome with advanced reservations,
703-845-5000.

Country-Western Dance. 6:30-10
p.m. at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association hosts lessons 6:30-7:30
p.m., dancing 7:30-10 p.m. with DJ.
Couples and singles welcome.
Admission for NVCWDA members
$10; non-members $12; children
under 18 accompanied by a paying
adult $5. Smoke-free, alcohol-free.
BYO refreshments. Visit
www.nvcwda.org or call 703-860-
4941.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Liz Longley will open for
Johnnyswim. Visit
www.lizlongley.com or
www.Birchmere.com.

Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Cleve
Francis and his large band perform
country, folk, blues, light rock and
jazz. $42. Tickets at
www.Ticketmaster.com or 800-745-
3000. Visit www.clevefrancis.com for
more.

Swing Concert. 8 p.m. at Old Town
Theatre, 815 1/2 King St. The Natty
Beaux. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com or call

Entertainment

Native Plant Sale
Native Plant Sale in Parkfairfax, Saturday, April 26, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. Larg-

est native plant sale in DC Metro Area hosts a record 16 vendors from four
states selling native perennials, shrubs, and trees for sun or shade in his-
toric Parkfairfax. 3601 Valley Drive, Alexandria. Call 571-232-0375 or visit
www.ParkfairfaxNativePlantSale.org.
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 Happy
Easter!

Scan image with Smart Phone
using QR Code reader to view

content on our Website

Easter Sunday:
April 20, 2014

Sunday Breakfast Buffet/Brunch 7 A.M.–12 P.M.
Adults $13.00 • Children under 12 $4.25

Easter Lunch Buffet 12 P.M.–Last seating 3 P.M.
Adults $14.99 • Children under 12 $7.95

Featuring
Roast Leg of Lamb • Herb Roasted Chicken

Baked Virginia Ham • Chilean Sea Bass or Salmon

Asparagus with Hollandaise
Pasta Salad • Green Beans

Salad • Fruit and more

Please note that beverages and gratuity
are not included in the buffet price.

~ Cocktails, beer and wine available ~
~ Reservations accepted ~

703-549-1025.

THURSDAY/APRIL 24
Spring Book Sale. 4-8:30 p.m. at the

Charles E. Beatley Library, 5005
Duke Street, Alexandria. $1 for
paperbacks, $3 for hardbacks, kids
books for less. Members only
preview, membership at door $10.
Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call
703-746-1702.

Film Screening. 6:30 p.m. at Old
Town Theatre, 815-1/2 King St.
Screening of “Master and
Commander: The Far Side of the
World,” with cocktail reception,
exhibition of clothing worn on the
film set and a pre-screening film
discussion. Tickets $45+, benefiting
American Wounded Warriors and
British Help for Heroes. To purchase
tickets, visit https://
shop.alexandriava.gov or
www.theoldtowntheater.com, or call
703-746-4242 or 703-549-1025.

String Quartet Concert. 8 p.m. at
the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
The U.S. Air Force Band chamber
players present an evening of music
for string quartet, featuring music by
Olivier Messiaen. Free. Call 202-767-
5658 or visit www.usafband.af.mil.

FRIDAY/APRIL 25
Spring Book Sale. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.,

at the Charles E. Beatley Library,
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria. $1 for
paperbacks, $3 for hardbacks, kids
books for less. Open to general
public. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1702.

Middle School Play. 7 p.m. at the
George Washington Middle School
Auditorium, 1005 Mount Vernon
Ave. Adaptation of Charlotte Bronte’s
Jane Eyre. Tickets $5, cash and check
only. Concessions available. Call 703-
706-4500.

Magic Show. 7:30 p.m., Bishop Ireton
High School theater, 201 Cambridge
Road, Alexandria. Visit http://magi-
whirl.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 26
Herb and Craft Sale. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,

at the Carlyle House Historic Park,
121 N. Fairfax St. Celebrate spring
with the Friends of Carlyle House’s
Annual Garden Day Herb & Craft
Sale. Free. Admission for the House
tour is $5 for adults, $3 for children
5-12 years old, free for children 4
and under or free with your
Alexandria Garden Day ticket. Visit
www.nvrpa.org/park/
carlyle_house_historic_park for more.

Flea Market. 8 a.m.-noon at Hollin
Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Hollin Hall Senior
Center Advisory Council Flea Market,
proceeds to benefit programs at the
center.

Bike Collection. 9 a.m.-noon at
Trinity United Methodist Church,
2911 Cameron Mills Road. Donated,
gently used bikes go to people in
developing countries through Bikes
for the World. $10 cash donation
requested to help defray shipping
costs. Visit http://b4w.org.

Parkfairfax Native Plant Sale. 9
a.m.-2 p.m. at 3601 Valley Drive.
Largest native plant sale in area with
16 vendors from four states selling
native perennials, shrubs and trees.
Call 571-232-0375 or visit
www.ParkfairfaxNativePlantSale.org.

Raptor Rapture. 10 a.m.-noon at
Belle Haven Park off the George
Washington Memorial Parkway,
south of Old Town Alexandria. See
raptors up close, birds of prey that
have been rehabilitated but cannot
survive on their own. Call 703-765-
5233.

Spring Book Sale. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,
at the Charles E. Beatley Library,
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria. $1 for
paperbacks, $3 for hardbacks, kids

books for less. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1702.

Alexandria Earth Day. 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Ben Brenman Park, 4800
Brenman Park Drive. Theme is “Are
you an Eco-Citizen?” Event includes
an upcycling showcase, featuring
Alexandria City Public School
students’ upcycling fashion creations.
Also includes Earth Day tree sale, live
animal exhibits, tree planting and
live music. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Earthday.

Alexandria Historic Homes &
Garden Tour. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Old
Town Alexandria. Celebrating the
81st anniversary of Historic Garden
Week. $35 in advance; $40 day of;
$20 for single sites. Visit
www.VAGardenWeek.org or come to
the visitors center at 221 King St.

Interactive Children’s
Performance. 11 a.m. at Old Town
Theatre, 815 1/2 King St. In “Now
This! For Kids,” children shout out
ideas and the cast turns them into
songs, comic sketches and musical
fairy tales. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com or call
703-549-1025.

Middle School Play. 1 p.m. and 7
p.m. at the George Washington
Middle School Auditorium, 1005
Mount Vernon Ave. Adaptation of
Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre. Tickets
$5, cash and check only. Concessions
available. Call 703-706-4500.

Firefighting History Walking
Tours. 1-2:30 p.m. at Friendship
Firehouse Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Explore Alexandria’s firefighting
history through a tour. Learn about
three major fires, the five volunteer
fire companies and more. For people
age10 and older. $6/adults; $4/age
10-17. Reservations required,
www.alexandriava.gov/
FriendshipFirehouse or 703-746-
4994.

Poetry Salon. 2 p.m. Picture my
Words: Poets will share their poetry
along with corresponding visual
images. Free. Contact
admin@nvfaa.org.

Awards Gala. 6-9 p.m. at the Fort
Belvoir Golf Club, 8450 Beulah St.
Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’
Associations will recognize and honor
the Mount Vernon Magisterial
District Citizen, Organization and
Student of the Year. $55. Visit
www.mvcca.org.

Concert. 7:30 p.m. at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort Hunt
Road, Alexandria. QuinTango, piano
and strings; Latin dance meets
chamber music. Tickets $20, $15 for
seniors, $10 students and teachers.
Call 703-765-4342.

Magic Show. 10 p.m., Bishop Ireton
High School theater, 201 Cambridge
Road, Alexandria. Visit http://magi-
whirl.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 27
Cook Off. Noon-3 p.m. at The

Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Carpenter’s Shelter is
bringing together new and old
restaurants. Contributions from other
organizations help Carpenter’s serve
more than 1,000 homeless and
formerly homeless individuals and
families, provide shelter for more
than 300 individuals, and open the
Homeless Services Assessment Center
to serve and place homeless
individuals in shelter faster. Tickets
are $50 for adults and $15 for
children under 12. Visit
www.carpenterscookoff.com or
www.carpentersshelter.org.

Cleanup Registration. 12:30-4 p.m.
at Fort Hunt Park. Friends of Fort
Hunt Park will hold a cleanup day in
conjunction with National Parks
week. Contact
owenhammett@cox.net or 703-339-
6539.

Poetry Salon. 1-2 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Picture

my Words: Poets will share their
poetry along with corresponding
visual images. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Spring Book Sale. 1-4:30 p.m., at the
Charles E. Beatley Library, 5005
Duke Street, Alexandria. $1 for
paperbacks, $3 for hardbacks, kids
books for less. Call 703-746-1702 or
visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

Jazz Concert. 4 p.m. at Meade
Church, 322 North Alfred St.,
Alexandria. Jazz at Meade features
the Sandra Y. Johnson Quintet. Light
refreshments. $15 donation
requested. Call 703-549-1334 or visit
www.Meadechurch.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 28
Biography Book Club. 7-8 p.m., at

the Beatley Central Library, 5005
Duke St. The Life and Times of the
Thunderbolt Kid by Bill Bryson. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us,
www.alexandria.lib.va.us. or call
703-746-1751.

The Art of Ballroom Dance. 7 p.m.
at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Learn the Fox Trot, Waltz, Tango,
Swing, Salsa, Meringue, Rumba, Cha-
Cha, and Samba. Come with or
without a partner. Beginner (7-7:45
lesson) and advanced (7:45-8:30
lesson) dancers welcome. Practice
8:30-9 p.m. $15 per lesson. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

THURSDAY-FRIDAY/MAY 1-2
Theatre Performance. 5 p.m. at West

Potomac High School’s Springbank
Auditorium, 6500 Quander Road. A
Lot of Medieval Merry Making Set for
the West Potomac Theatre with
Monty Python’s “Spamalot.” $10/
students and $12/adults. Visit wphs-
spamalot.brownpapertickets.com.

FRIDAY/MAY 2
Middle School Play. 7 p.m. at the

George Washington Middle School
Auditorium, 1005 Mount Vernon
Ave. Adaptation of Charlotte Bronte’s
“Jane Eyre.” Tickets $5, cash and
check only. Concessions available.
Call 703-706-4500.

SATURDAY/MAY 3
Free Comic Book Day. The goal of

Free Comic Book Day is to promote
the comic book medium to new
customers young and old and
celebrate independent comic book
retailers and their stores. Visit
www.freecomicbookday.com or
http://bit.ly/FCBDStoreLocator.

Morning Market. 8 a.m.-noon at
Epiphany Weekday School, 5513 Old
Mill Road. Crafters & home business
owners welcome. Enjoy crafts, yard
sale finds, and other items. Baked
goods & refreshments. Contact
ewsmorningmarket@gmail.com.

Children’s Music. 10:30 a.m. at Old
Town Theatre, 815 1/2 King St.
“Uno, Dos, Tres con Andrés,”
interactive, bilingual movement-and-
music show with Andrés Salguero,
full band and guests. Opening act
The Uncle Devin Show. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com or call
703-549-1025.

Middle School Play. 1 p.m. and 7
p.m. at the George Washington
Middle School Auditorium, 1005
Mount Vernon Ave. Adaptation of
Charlotte Bronte’s “Jane Eyre.”
Tickets $5, cash and check only.
Concessions available. Call 703-706-
4500.

Food History Symposium. 1:30-5
p.m. at the Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Four
presentations by local food historians
and business people, a post-
symposium book signing, and tasting
of Shuman’s famous Jelly Cake. $50,
advance registration encouraged.
Visit https://shop.alexandriava.gov/
Events.aspx or call 703-746-4994.

Entertainment
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Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Sports

Emma Hastings, 17, who attends
Thomas Jefferson High School of Sci-
ence and Technology, was named a
national Portfolio Gold medalist in the
2014 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.
After multiple rounds of judging, first on
the regional level and finally by a panel
of expert jurors her original writing was
rewarded with a $10,000 cash scholar-

ship.

The following students were named
to the dean’s list for the fall 2013 semes-
ter at Washington University in St.
Louis: Daniel Arthur Wasserman is
enrolled in the university’s College of
Arts & Sciences and Reese Paul
Frerichs is enrolled in the university’s
School of Engineering and Applied Sci-
ence.

From Page 16

School Notes

The 11-2 Mount Vernon softball team finished 4-1
in a field of 12 teams at the Edison spring break tour-
nament. The Majors’ only loss came at the hands of
undefeated Lake Braddock by a score of 8-0 on April
14. The Majors defeated Westfield, Annandale, Lee
and Edison.

The Majors’ tournament success comes midway
through a season in which the team has already gone
undefeated (7-0) against their former National Dis-

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

W
est Potomac softball coach Craig
Maniglia said he considers his
team a “dark horse.” If the Wol-

verines keep winning, however, they won’t
be sneaking up on anyone.

West Potomac went 4-1 during a recent
spring break tournament, improving its
overall record to 9-2. The Wolverines have
shut out seven of their opponents, includ-
ing a 10-0, five-inning victory against
Robinson on April 12 at West Potomac High
School.

“As far as I’m concerned, we’re kind of
like a dark horse,” Maniglia said. “People
are starting to wonder, ‘Why isn’t anyone
scoring on them?’ I just think it’s good de-
fense. … For the first time in a while up
here, we feel pretty good about the defense.
We don’t have many holes.”

That solid defense was on display against
Robinson, as West Potomac played five in-
nings of error-free ball. Junior right-hander
Jayne Orleans started in the pitcher’s circle
and earned the win, allowing four hits over

Majors Find Success at Spring Break Tournament
trict foes to secure 2014 National District champion-
ship honors.

This is a realignment year the VHSL as there was a
reshuffling of teams in the AAA Northern Region. As
a result of those changes, the Majors played the first
half of their season against their former National
District foes, and will take on teams in their new
Conference 13 (also known as the Capital Confer-
ence) in the second half of their season.

West Potomac junior Nikki Minnis heads toward the plate during a game against Oakton on April 12.
West Potomac junior Jayne Orleans
is the Wolverines’ primary pitcher.

WP Softball Ends Spring Break Tourney 9-2
Wolverines coach
credits defense
for strong start.
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four shutout innings. Sophomore right-
hander Christina Dillard pitched an inning
of scoreless relief.

Maniglia has rotated Orleans and Dillard
throughout the season, maximizing their
talents to keep opponents off balance.

“It’s a good chemistry,” he said. “Those
two feed off each other.”

The Wolverines also hit the ball well, scor-
ing six runs
in the third
i n n i n g .
W e s t
P o t o m a c
p o u n d e d
six consecu-
tive hits in
the frame,
and junior
left fielder
O l i v i a
Manous fol-
lowed with an RBI groundout. Maddie
Miller, Annabelle Miller, Raven Williams and
Megan Jackson each had a double in the
inning, and Orleans and Torie Bolger each
had a single.

Annabelle Miller, a sophomore third
baseman, went 3-for-3 with a double and
two RBIs. Orleans went 2-for-3 with two
RBIs. Williams, a sophomore first baseman/
third baseman, finished 2-for-2 with a
double and an RBI, and Miller, a junior right
fielder, went 2-for-4 with a double. Jack-

son, a junior center fielder, was 1-for-2 with
a two-run double.

Junior shortstop Nikki Minnis, junior
catcher Bolger, junior Katie Hinkell, and
Manous each had one hit.

The Wolverines lost to Oakton, 12-4, ear-
lier in the day.

West Potomac finished tournament play
with a doubleheader on April 14, beating

Annandale
22-0 and
Osbourn 10-
2 at West
P o t o m a c
H i g h
School.

B o l g e r ,
Miller and
Minnis are
captains on
a team with
only one se-

nior, utility player Eliza Treadway. Fresh-
man center fielder Grace Moery has also
been a standout for the Wolverines.

In recent seasons, West Potomac has
battled with South County and Lake
Braddock for Patriot District supremacy.
West Potomac reached the district final in
2011, but lost to South County 2-0 in 12
innings. Now in Conference 7, it appears
the Wolverines will once again have to get
past the Stallions and Bruins if they want a
championship. South County and Lake

Braddock were each undefeated entering
Wednesday’s action.

West Potomac lost to Lake Braddock 4-0
on April 4. The Wolverines have yet to face
South County this season.

West Potomac will return to action at 6:30
p.m. on Monday, April 21 at home against
Annandale.

“As far as I’m concerned, we’re
kind of like a dark horse. People are
starting to wonder, ‘Why isn’t
anyone scoring on them?’ I just
think it’s good defense.”

— West Potomac softball coach Craig Maniglia

Sophomore right-hander Christina
Dillard is part of West Potomac’s 1-
2 punch in the pitcher’s circle.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Caldas Jr. LLC
Home Improvement

Painting, Drywall,
Power Washing

Window Cleaning, Etc.

(703) 498-8757
For FREE Estimates Call:

LICENSED AND INSURED

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN 
EXPRESS, LLC

Since 1988 in Mt Vernon, 
Alex. We offer Complete 
Home Services. Call Any-

time for Emergencies.
571-379-7005 Jorge Rios

We have lots of Refs!

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

EmploymentEmployment

Bookkeeper
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill in 

Alexandria seeks a bookkeeper to assist 
the parish treasurer. Responsibilities 

include processing all receipts, processing 
bills for payment, and making journal 

entries as required.  CPA preferred.  
Approximately 6-8 hours per week.  

Compensation negotiable. Email resume 
or inquiries to search@icoh.net.  

FREE Security Training for Virginia Residents
Qualified Candidates Receive

• Unarmed Department of Criminal Justice Services License
• Unarmed DC Special Police Officer training
• 6 NOVA college credits
• Career coaching
• Free job placement assistance
   ….and more!

Start YOUR career in security today!

Call 703-769-3712
or visit SecurityTraining.dcgoodwill.org.

Class size is limited.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE LABORERS
Mount Comfort Cemetery is accepting
applications for grounds employees for
year round employment with benefits.

Must have a drivers license and be able to
work weekends in all weather conditions.

Equipment operation a plus.
Call Mr. Meny at (703) 765-3800

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mon. through Fri.

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:
Title: RFP No. 00000433, Engineering Design Services for 
Windmill Hill Bulkhead Improvements
RFP Closing Date and Time: May 15, 2014, 4:00 p.m., 
prevailing local time
For general inquiries contact Darryl Jackson, Contract 
Specialist at 703.746.4298.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE
VOLUNTARY REMEDIATION PROGRAM (VRP) ACTIVITY

VDEQ VRP Case 609
Potomac Yard, Landbay J, Block 10, Lot 1

1800 Main Line Boulevard
City of Alexandria, Virginia

Participant
WP East Development Enterprises, L.L.C.

11 North Washington Street, Suite 320
Rockville, MD 20850

The subject property is participating in the Virginia Voluntary 
Remediation Program (VRP) administered by the Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ).  The property was the former 
location of the Central Operations Area of the Potomac Yard 
rail yard, which operated from 1906 to 1990 and was used for 
locomotive repair, maintenance and fueling.  Environmental in-
vestigations found petroleum and metals contamination of soil 
and groundwater.  The petroleum constituents are associated 
with diesel and heavy oils, and the metals are associated with 
cinder ballast ash fill material.  Remedial actions to mitigate po-
tential risks to human health and the environment from the 
contaminants have been proposed by WP East Development 
Enterprises, L.L.C. and accepted by DEQ.  The remedial ac-
tions consist of: an environmental health and safety plan; dust 
and odor control; soil excavation and disposal; utility clean cor-
ridor preparation; construction dewatering; clean fill/surface 
cap; vapor mitigation; Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) 
screening of groundwater; and a groundwater use restriction.  
A Certification of Satisfactory Completion of Remediation has 
been requested of the VDEQ VRP for the site.  Questions or 
comments regarding this notice will be accepted for 30 days 
from the date of publication and should be addressed to the 
contact below:

John Diehl
Environmental Consultants and Contractors, Inc.
43045 John Mosby Highway
Chantilly, VA 20152
John.Diehl@eccfirst.com
(703) 327-2900

Chris Evans
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Chris.Evans@deq.virginia.gov
804-698-4336

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

For sale- 1800s Maple 
sideboard good cond. $450. 

Mahogany large dresser
$600. Alex, VA 202-406-0359

Mt Comfort Cemetery. 
Mt Eagle Section, lot 110, 

Sites 1,2,3,4,5, value $21k, 
asking $11,500. 703-780-4114

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of
section 4-1-16 of the code of

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department

located at 3600 Wheeler
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

is now in possession of
unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,

lawn equipment, money,
scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to

the property should file a claim
to the property with

reasonable proof of ownership
or the items will be sold,
destroyed, converted or

donated. For a complete
listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the 

Police Property Section at
(703) 746-6709

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

News

From Page 1

Investing
In Fairfax
in the county,” said Kimberly Adams, presi-
dent of the Fairfax Education Association.
“We think that if we don’t continue to fund
services at an adequate or high enough
level, we’re going to start to lose.”

“INVEST IN FAIRFAX” is worried that the
decline of the school system will keep busi-
nesses and families from moving to Fairfax.
It’s the high-quality schools, libraries and
other public services, they believe, that at-
tract families and businesses to Fairfax in
the first place.

“When we lose that world class school
system, we’re really in trouble,” Adams said.

Adams says that teachers are leaving the
school system in search of better opportu-
nities elsewhere. Their workload has in-
creased while their pay has remained stag-
nant. County services as a whole, the coali-
tion argues, are not adequately funded.

“This is the first time we’ve seen them
advertise a tax rate of two cents. We want
them to take it to the limit,” Adams said.

Yvonne Wallace, vice president of the
Fairfax County Employees Union, wants the
Board of Supervisors to recognize the value
in government employees. She says govern-
ment employees are behind other jurisdic-
tions in terms of pay, and that many em-
ployees have moved to these neighboring
areas for the better pay.

Wallace is hoping for a pay raise, and
payment plan for all S-Scale government
employees. The lack of funding, she says,
is frustrating. “I think it says that they don’t
really value the employees that we have
here. Hopefully they won’t leave us out of
the budget,” Wallace said.

IN HER TESTIMONY to the Board of Su-
pervisors on April 8, Adams stressed that
all citizens benefit from a strong public
school system.

“I’ve heard the refrain that citizens on a
fixed income cannot afford any more taxes.
Well, ladies and gentleman, my income has
been fixed for the past five years,” Adams
said, citing increases in health care and re-
tirement service costs.

Steven Greenberg, president of the Fairfax
County Federation of Teachers, donned a
Darth Vader mask and cape while playing
“Imperial March” during his testimony.

“All of the debate over this budget is hurt-
ing all of our morale. It brings out the dark
side in all of us. Especially our teachers,”
Greenberg said. Greenberg, while advocat-
ing for full funding of the school system,
also voiced his support for Fairfax County
government employees, parks, libraries and
other human services, demonstrating the
interconnectedness of the new “Invest in
Fairfax” coalition.

“We are all employees of this county,”
Greenberg said. “I’m here to advocate for
the schools, yes, but I’m here to advocate
much more for children.”

The Board of Supervisors will formally
adopt the budget on April 29.
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