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Vienna Tree-
Planting Cer-
emony

The Town of Vienna and the
Community Enhancement Com-
mission invite the public to attend
the annual Arbor Day ceremony on
Thursday, April 24, at 4 p.m. A tree
will be planted next to the Parks and
Recreation Department’s commu-
nity learning garden behind Vienna
Elementary, 128 Center St. S.

Green Expo
Is April 24

Vienna will host the sixth annual
Green Expo on Thursday, April 24,
from 6:30-9 p.m. at the Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
S.E. It’s a juried showcase of local
and regional, earth-friendly ex-
hibitors showing how people may
achieve a green lifestyle. Admis-
sion is free, and more than 35 or-
ganizations and businesses will
participate.

Attendees will receive informa-
tion on energy efficiency, purchas-
ing local organic products, creat-
ing green gardens, recycling op-
tions and more practical ideas to
save money and help the environ-
ment.

New this year, the Northern Vir-
ginia Soil and Water Conservation
District will offer rain barrel work-
shops, tips for rain gardens and
guidance on protecting streams
and rivers.

The alternative fuel auto collec-
tion will return for a second year.

Featured cars include a converted
BMW Z3, Tesla, Chevy Volt, Nissan
Leaf and a converted bi-fuel, hy-
brid-electric Prius.  All vehicles are
owned by area residents who’ll be
on hand to answer questions.

Also featured will be the
Children’s Passport Program.
School-aged children may visit
vendors, learn new things and
complete their passports for a
chance to win prizes.

For more information, call 703-
255-6360 or see
www.viennava.gov.

Taste of Vienna
April 25

Featuring food from a variety of
the town’s restaurants, the third
annual Taste of Vienna will be held
this Saturday, April 26, from 11
a.m.-8 p.m. It’s hosted by the
Vienna Volunteer Fire Department
in its parking lot, 400 Center St.
South, and will be held, rain or
shine.

Prescription
Drug Take-Back

In conjunction with the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration
and state and local law-enforce-
ment agencies, Vienna police will
again participate in a one-day ini-
tiative to remove potentially dan-
gerous controlled substances from
area homes.

On Saturday, April 26, from 10
a.m.-2 p.m., residents may turn in
their old, expired, unused or un-
wanted medications. Prescription
drugs, controlled or non-con-
trolled substances, and over-the-
counter drugs may be dropped off
anonymously at a collection site
inside Vienna Police Headquarters,
215 Center St. S.

If an original container is dis-
posed of, people might consider
removing any identifying informa-
tion from the prescription label.
Liquid products should remain
sealed in their original containers
to prevent leakage. Intravenous
solutions, injectables and syringes
will not be accepted due to asso-
ciated hazards. Commercial busi-
nesses, pharmacies or other medi-
cal facilities may not use this as a
means of discarding expired medi-
cations or medical waste. For more
information, contact MPO Gary R.
Lose at glose@viennava.gov or
703-255-6396.

40th Annual
Walk on the Hill

Historic Vienna Inc., the Town
of Vienna and residents of the
Windover Heights Historic District
are sponsoring the 40th annual
Walk on the Hill. A self-guided
walking tour through specially
marked lawns and gardens in the
Windover Heights Historic Dis-
trict, it’ll be held this Sunday, April
27, from 2-5 p.m.

People may browse through any
yard with a “Yard Open” sign and
tour the grounds of the Historic
District.  The Vienna Community
Band will perform a concert at 3
p.m. And during the walk, the Ayr
Hill Garden Club will present a
small flower show at 307
Windover Ave. NW.

Week in Vienna
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News

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

I
n January, when Vienna Town
Council member Laurie DiRocco
announced she would run for
mayor, she had no idea that she

would be the only candidate on the
ballot, or that she would hold the title
a month before the actual May 6 elec-
tion.

But with the Feb. 23 death of Mayor
Jane Seeman, who announced her re-
tirement last year after being diagnosed
with cancer, the six-member town coun-
cil appointed DiRocco, the only regis-
tered candidate for the position, to
serve out Mayor Seeman’s uncompleted
term.

“It’s been a very bittersweet time for
me,” said DiRocco, 47, during an inter-
view in her home, four days after be-
ing sworn-in as mayor on April 8. “I
thought of Mayor Seeman as both a role
model and a mentor. She gave so much
to the community… I admired her ser-
vice to the community and the fact that
she really was a humble person.”

In fact, it was Seeman who inspired
DiRocco to run for office when Seeman
was door-knocking during her 2000
campaign.

“I couldn’t believe a candidate would
actually come to my door to deliver her
brochure about getting engaged in the com-
munity,” DiRocco said. “I thought it was
great! She inspired me to get involved.”

DiRocco, a self-described “people person,”
has a strong history of community involve-
ment. After Seeman’s visit, she volunteered
for the Town’s Transportation Safety Com-
mission. She went on to serve as chair of
the Town’s Planning Commission, and then
successfully ran for office, winning a seat
on the Vienna Town Council in 2009.

Originally from East Windsor, N.J.,
DiRocco and her husband, Rob, have lived
in Vienna nearly 20 years. They have two
daughters – Sophia, a junior at James Madi-
son High School and Allie, a freshman at
High Point University.

Faith plays an important role in DiRocco’s
family life. They are active members of
Vienna Presbyterian Church, the town’s old-
est church, a place where Laurie DiRocco
has made many community connections.

“Laurie is loyal to the core,” said Nina
Graves, who met DiRocco 18 years ago
when their oldest children were in a pre-
school class together at Vienna Baptist
Children’s Center. “She cares deeply about
the future of Vienna. … She will be a won-
derful mayor.”

A FORMER ADJUNCT PROFESSOR of
finance at George Mason University,
DiRocco graduated from Virginia Tech with
a degree in finance, and holds an M.B.A.
from George Washington University.

Like many working mothers, DiRocco’s

career path closely tracked her two
daughter’s education paths. She has served
as treasurer of the Marshall Road Elemen-
tary School PTA, President of the Camelot
Elementary School Hearing Association and
is currently a member of James Madison
High School PTSA. She is also in the midst
of planning Senior Night for the Madison
Girls Soccer Team, a team her daughter
plays on.

As mayor, DiRocco said she will continue
Seeman’s legacy of “thoughtful growth,”
while maintaining Vienna’s quaint small-

town charm.
“I love this community. We have a lot to

be proud of,” she said, noting that in addi-
tion to the highly ranked public schools, the
town’s assets include a vibrant “main street”
with many small businesses, Metro stations
on the southwestern and northeastern cor-
ners of the Town, a portion of the W&OD
trail that goes through the center of the
town and Vienna’s Wolf Trap National Park
for the Performing Arts.

With a population of 16,000 and grow-
ing, Vienna ranked third on CNN/Money

and Money magazine’s list of the
100 best places to live in the
United States in 2013.

But DiRocco is not one to let the
town rest on its laurels. She sees
significant change on the horizon.

“I believe change happens all
the time, and I’m comfortable
with it. Change is a good thing.
We need to embrace it and keep
moving forward,” DiRocco said.

DiRocco – who enjoys biking
along the WO&D trail and taking
long walks along Church Street –
said she wants to enhance
Vienna’s reputation as a great
place to live, work and play. The
fact that Vienna created both a
Bicycle Advisory Commission and
a Pedestrian Advisory Commis-
sion says something about the
town’s priorities, DiRocco noted.

“I would like to see the town
continue to expand its transpor-
tation network with new side-
walks, bicycle routes and bus ser-
vices,” she said.

She is also an enthusiastic sup-
porter of the town’s long-awaited
Maple Avenue Vision plan, which
uses a new commercial zoning
code to create the “Maple Avenue
Corridor” (MAC) district, a more

pedestrian-friendly area enhanced with
mixed-use developments.

“We are changing demographically,” she
said. “We have a population of young fami-
lies as well as older residents who want to
remain here after they retire,” she said.

She points to the fact that Vienna had a
record number of single lot redevelopments
this past year, which creates new single-fam-
ily housing stock and attracts young and
growing families to the community.

“In 2013, the town had 110 single-family
lots redeveloped, the most ever in the town’s
recent history,” she said.

In addition to a demographic shift,
DiRocco is acutely aware of the impact
Tysons redevelopment will have on Vienna’s
4.4 square miles of space.

TWENTY YEARS AGO, Vienna claimed
Tysons as its nearby residential shopping
district. Today, Tysons is the rapidly grow-
ing behemoth of Fairfax County – a distinct
urban center with massive multi-million
dollar redevelopment projects on the hori-
zon.

Mayor DiRocco is ready for it.
She supports the renovation and expan-

sion of the Vienna Community Center, as
well as investments in the town’s water,
sewer and transportation infrastructure.

“There’s a lot to love about Vienna,” she
said. “We have an amazing network of vol-
unteers, community groups and small busi-
nesses that give their time and talent for
the betterment of the town.”

Meet Laurie DiRocco,
Vienna’s current and future Mayor.Small Town, Big Ideas

Photo Contributed

The DiRocco family last summer.
(From left) daughter Sophia, a junior
at James Madison High School; Mayor
Laurie DiRocco; daughter Allie, a
freshman at High Point University and
husband Rob DiRocco.

Photo by Victoria Ross/The Connection

Mayor Laurie DiRocco at her Vienna home,
where she enjoys cooking for family and
guests.

Top 10 Things To Do in Vienna
Here is Laurie DiRocco’s list of the top 10 things to do in Vienna:

10. Bring a lawn chair or blanket and listen to a free concert on the Town Green.
9.  Run in one of the many 5Ks that the local schools sponsor. (Or walk or push a
stroller.)
8.  Sample as many dishes as you can from the local restaurants at Taste of
Vienna.
7.  See the large model railroad layout at the Vienna Train Depot. (The Northern
Virginia Model Railroaders open their doors twelve times a year for viewing.)
6.  Roast marshmallows and see Santa at the Freeman House during the Church
Street Stroll.
5.  Drink a cold beer at Oktoberfest (or two)!
4.  Go on every single ride at Viva Vienna, even the Round-up that makes you sick
to your stomach.
3.  On 4th of July, lay a blanket out at Yeonas Park and enjoy the beautiful
fireworks.
2.  Watch, or better yet, walk in the Halloween Parade – it is special to walk down
Maple Avenue with no cars!
1.  Eat a chilidog at the Vienna Inn.

Vienna/Oakton Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or vienna@connectionnewspapers.com
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Pasha Majdi
Vienna is his home-

town. He and wife Jayme
have a son, Maxwell
Majdi, 7 months. He was
on the professional staff
of the U.S. Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and
Natural Resources, but
left in March to campaign
full time.

Why are you running
for election?

Vienna is my home-
town [and] I want to
keep Vienna a small
town. Tysons Corner is
projected to bring in
100,000 new residents over the next de-
cade. Right now, the Town Council is dis-
cussing rezoning Maple Avenue and will
likely vote on a new plan after the election.
We need to be smart and prepare for the
future, but we can’t lose Vienna’s small busi-
nesses to Tysons Corner development. If I’m
on the Town Council, I’ll support the plan
that keeps Vienna’s small businesses and
small-town charm.

Qualifications?
As a member of the Town Business Liai-

son Committee and the Vienna Business
Association, I know how important small
businesses are to Vienna and I will fight to
keep small businesses on Maple Avenue and
Church Street. If we lose them, we lose
Vienna’s small-town charm.

My professional background also includes
law school and government contracts. But
most importantly, I grew up in Vienna. I’m

a Vienna citizen, a Vienna
father, a Vienna son and
a Vienna grandson. I un-
derstand issues that all
generations are facing be-
cause we face the same
issues in my own family.

Platform/issues:
1. Keep Vienna a small

town. As the Town Coun-
cil rezones Maple Av-
enue, the new zoning re-
quirements need to keep
the small, mom-and-pop
shops on Maple Avenue
and Church Street. If we
lose them, we lose the

heart of Vienna.
2. Walkability. Traffic on Route 123 is

unbearable. We can’t get rid of the traffic,
but we can get around it. We need Maple
Avenue to be accessible to walkers and bik-
ers so we can enjoy our town without sit-
ting in traffic with Tysons commuters.
Walkability should be the town’s top prior-
ity as it rezones Maple Avenue.

3. Centralized parking. Right now, if you
want to pick up dry cleaning, have dinner,
and stop by your favorite shop in Vienna,
you have to get back on Route 123 and park
again each and every time – in terrible traf-
fic. Why? We need centralized parking hubs
so that we can park once, walk to all three
stops, then walk back to the car and drive
home.

Why vote for you?
Vienna is my hometown and I’m going to

fight to keep Vienna a small town.

Linda Jane Colbert
She’s lived in Vienna

from 1968-1988 and
2000-now. She’s a math
tutor and math SAT
teacher. Husband Mike is
an electronics engineer,
Madison High football
and track coach; daugh-
ters Hannah, 17 and
Heather, 13.

Why are you running
for election?

Having grown up in
Vienna, I have a strong
sense of its spirit. I loved
the town I grew up in, but
change in inevitable.
Church Street is continu-
ing to improve with its
period architecture, brick sidewalks and
new shops and restaurants. Maple Avenue
Vision is a project that dedicated citizens
and staff have put many hours into craft-
ing.

Qualifications?
I currently serve on the Transportation

Safety Commission and
have gained valuable in-
sight into some new, in-
novative solutions to traf-
fic problems and pedes-
trian safety.

Platform/issues:
If elected, I would like

to work on acquiring a
centrally located parking
garage and encourage
businesses to have under-
ground parking or share
parking spaces with
neighboring buildings.

Why vote for you?
My family is involved in

many activities in the
town, so I talk with citi-

zens about things they like and dislike.
Vienna has always been my home, and my
husband and I have no plans to leave. I have
the dedication, enthusiasm, insight and love
for Vienna that would make me a good
Councilperson. It would be an honor to
serve Vienna.

News

Besides voting for mayor – and Councilwoman Laurie DiRocco is the only candidate –
Vienna residents will choose three Town Council members in the May 6 election.
All Council candidates responded to The Connection’s questionnaire.

Vienna Town Council Candidates Speak Out

Mike Cheselka
 Mike Cheselka’s lived

in Vienna for 38 years. He
and wife Sue have a
daughter, Janelle. Owner
of Hometown Enterprises
home improvements.

Why are you running
for election?

As a long- time resi-
dent, I want to help shape
the vision for future de-
velopment, as well as ad-
dress quality-of-life issues
and needs of our town
residents.

Qualifications?
I currently sit on the

Architectural Review
Board and Historic
Vienna Inc. Board of Directors. I served on
the Town/Business Liaison Committee and
the VYI Board of Directors. This insight has
helped me see the importance of fresh ideas
with regard to the vision and development
of our Town, the importance of fostering
support and growth for our local businesses,
and the need to improve youth programs,
opportunities and facilities.

Platform/issues:
I would support the longstanding policy

of limited growth and low density zoning

which has given us an au-
thentic small town,
unique in Fairfax County
and the surrounding ar-
eas. I realize that we must
be pro-active in our re-
sponse to surrounding
development, particu-
larly with Tysons Corner
and the Silver Line Cor-
ridor. It will no doubt
have an adverse effect on
our traffic situation. I will
explore ways to improve
traffic calming on our off
Main Street neighbor-
hoods. I will support and
help shape a progressive
approach to upgrading

services, infrastructure, recreational pro-
grams and facilities.

Why vote for you?
I possess a solid level of common sense

and practicality. Having owned and oper-
ated a small business here in Town for 32
years, I have developed skills that would
serve me well as a council member. I want
our quality of life and our future develop-
ment to be 21st century pro-active, but still
maintain a small-town flavor.

Dennis Rice
He’s lived in the Town

for about 10 years and in
the greater Vienna area
since 1987. Married, two
daughters, three stepchil-
dren.

Why are you running
for election?

I am running for Town
Council because I feel I
can bring a wealth of con-
struction and develop-
ment experience to the
Town.

Qualifications?
I have been in the con-

struction industry for
over 27 years. I have experience in residen-
tial, commercial and industrial construction,
as well as land development and working
with Fairfax County and VDOT on land is-
sues.

Platform/issues:

1. Increase efficiency of
town government to re-
duce spending. 2. Work
to reduce residential real-
estate taxes. 3. Improve
our roads. 4. Install side-
walks to provide citizens
a safe means to get
around town.

Why vote for you?
People should vote for

me because of my unique
perspective and skill set.
My work as a custom
homebuilder has given
me a strong understand-
ing of Town of Vienna
land use, as well as zon-

ing and development issues within the
Town, Fairfax County and Commonwealth
of Virginia. I would use my private-sector
experience to design workable budgets and
personnel programs and to complete
projects on schedule and under budget.

See Town Council,  Page 6
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Hours of Operation:
Mon.–Sat.: 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 12:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Birdwatchers carries a great selection of feeders,
birdbaths and birdhouses to help you attract the
birds to your own beautiful outdoor living space!

Mention this ad to receive a
10% discount on any purchase.

Expires 5/30/14.

396 Maple Avenue East
Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-4565
www.birdwatchersvienna.com

396 Maple Avenue East
Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-4565
www.birdwatchersvienna.com
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Ivy & Pachysandra
Approx. 100  $29.99
Vinca   50 Peat Pots

$36.99

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery

606060 35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

RR Ties - Starting at $14.99 each

Big Spring Sale

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and so much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and so much more!

30% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
30% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock

Bulk
Mulch

cu. yd. $24.99 cu. yd.

News

Photo by Corrin Reid/The Connection

Victory
Members of the Vienna AllStars (Junior Level 2) gather after winning at
the Annual Alexandria Invitational Cheerleading Competition on Satur-
day, April 5, at T.C. Williams High School. A variety of recreation centers
and clubs at different age levels (Pee Wee Level 1, Youth Level 1, Youth
Level 2, Junior Level 1 and Junior Level 2) competed with cheerleading
routines.
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Town Council Candidates Speak Out
Tara L. Voigt

She’s lived in Vienna
since 2000. She’s the lead
teacher at FB Meekins
Preschool in Vienna. She
and husband Chris have
three children, Alex, 22,
Sarah, 19, and Eric, 16.

Why are you running for elec-
tion?

I was drawn to the appeal of
Vienna even before my family
moved here over 14 years ago. As
a parent of three, homeowner, pa-
tron and employee within Vienna
ever since, I’ve remained active in
the community and take advan-
tage of many of the town’s services
and activities. I am committed to
serving the community in which I
live. I have been involved in
Vienna government at the commis-
sion level and am ready to take my
commitment to the next level by
running for Town Council.

Qualifications?
Vienna Transportation Safety

Commission, Chairperson, 2007;
Vienna Transportation Safety
Commission, Commissioner, 2005-
present; Marshall Road Elemen-
tary PTA, President, 2003-2005;
Marshall Road PTA, Fundraising,
2005-2010; La Leche League
leader, 2003-present; James Madi-
son Crew Parents Boosters, Hos-
pitality Chair, 2012-2013.

James Madison High School

PTSA, Student Directory
Production, 2008-present;
James Madison Band, Band
Lunch Coordinator, 2007-
present; Vienna Aquatic
Club, Board of Directors,

2007-present; Vienna Youth Soc-
cer coach, 2002-2007; FB Meekins
Preschool Board, President, 2001-
2002; Girl Scout assistant leader,
2001-2007.

Platform/issues:
Maintaining walk- and bike-abil-

ity of Vienna; keeping Vienna’s en-
dearing qualities while supporting
purposeful growth; listening to
citizens’ concerns.

Why vote for you?
I am truly committed to the citi-

zens of Vienna. Although I am new
to running for Town Council, I am
familiar with current issues within
the Town. I’ve sat on the Transpor-
tation Safety Commission since
2005, working to find new and
innovative ways to keep pedestri-
ans and cyclists safe and help keep
traffic moving in and around
Vienna.

I’ve invested my personal time
to gain a greater understanding of
the mechanics and concerns of
Town Council. I attended both
budget work sessions and numer-
ous Council meetings. I have the
passion and commitment to serve
the citizens of Vienna.

Edythe Frankel
Kelleher

An incumbent, she’s a 12-year
Town Council member who’s
lived in Vienna 20 years. She’s
executive director of a small
nonprofit, Southeast Fairfax De-
velopment Corp., working on re-
vitalization. She and husband
Gary have three college-age sons.

Why running for reelection?
I enjoy serving my community

on the Town Council. In the last
six months, two Council members
announced their retirements and
our Mayor passed away in office.
I feel that my experience will be
valuable to the Town as we transi-
tion forward.

Qualifications?
Twelve years on a Council team

that managed the Town and its fi-
nances extremely well, for ex-
ample, improving our bond rating
twice to AAA. Including my expe-
rience on staff to Supervisor Penny
Gross, I have devoted more than
18 years to local government.

Platform/issues:
Better access for pedestrians and

bicyclists (sidewalks, bike racks);
improved communications with
residents (cable TV channel;
Vienna Alerts); lowered water
rates; traffic calming; providing
alternative housing styles for older
and younger people and opportu-

nities for shared park-
ing, fewer curb cuts,
an improved business
climate, and public

spaces through implementing the
Maple Avenue Vision.

Why vote for you?
I have worked diligently to pro-

vide the high-quality services resi-
dents expect, while being respon-
sible to them as taxpayers. I sup-
ported maintaining the Town tax
rate to offset changes in property
assessments, and I have pushed for
solutions to high water rates. Af-
ter 18 years working in local gov-
ernment, I have knowledge and
experience in how proper regula-
tions and policies can affect posi-
tive change in communities.

Opinion

T
eenagers are sleep deprived, and
sleep deprivation takes a significant
toll on safety, health and learning.

We’ve known this for decades.
But for decades, literally, Fairfax County Pub-

lic Schools (and Montgomery County, Md.)
have let a combination of reactionary blabber
(“buck up and get moving;” “just tell them to
go to bed earlier”) and organizational resis-
tance prevent implementing a solution to this
very real problem.

Getting up at 5:30 or 6 a.m. to hop on a
school bus at 5:45 a.m. or even as late at 6:30
a.m. to get to school by 7:20 a.m. is not healthy
for teenagers. It is nearly impossible for teen-
agers to go to sleep before 11 p.m. or mid-
night.

Fairfax County high school students average
six hours of sleep a night on weeknights. Re-

search shows they need nine hours of sleep.
Research has also quantified the costs of sleep
deprivation.

That level of sleep deprivation contributes
to depression and suicidal thoughts.

Driving-while-teen is challenging by itself;
driving with sleep deprivation is like driving
under the influence, and contributes to car
accidents both minor and major.

Sleep deprivation is also associated with lack
of impulse control, another aspect of teenage
life that needs no augmentation.

It’s hard to learn when sleep deprived, and
harder still to get excited about what one is
learning.

Children’s National Medical Center was con-
tracted more than a year ago by Fairfax County
Public Schools to develop proposals for start-
ing high schools after 8 a.m. Specific propos-
als will be presented shortly, and those spe-
cific proposals are sure to bring out specific
objections.

Yes, changing start times will cost money. Yes,
changing start times will require changing a
lot of other things that many will find incon-
venient. It’s going to require significant will
on the part of supporters of teen health, sup-
porters of later high school start times to push

It’s possible that, finally,
high school will begin
the day a time healthier
for teens.

Past Time for Later Start Times

Mother’s Day Photos
Mother’s Day is May 11 and every year at this

time, we call for submissions to our Mother’s
Day photo gallery. Send photos of mothers,
grandmothers, great-grandmothers, with chil-
dren or without children. Please name every-
one in the photo, the approximate date, describe
what is happening in the photo and include your
name, address, email address and phone num-
ber. (We will not print your full address or con-
tact information.) You can upload photos and
information directly to our website at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/mothersday/
or email to editor@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday, May 2.

this proposal across the finish line. Kudos to
SLEEP in Fairfax advocates who have been
pushing for so long.

How much would you spend, how much
would you be willing to be inconvenienced, to
prevent a single suicide? To prevent a single
serious car crash? These are genuinely the
things that are at stake.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he Herndon softball
team showed rust
from not practicing
during spring break,

striking out a dozen times in an
extra-inning contest against
Marshall on April 21.

While the Hornets found hits
hard to come by during their re-
turn to the diamond, Herndon
made the most of the four they
produced.

Catcher Melanie Martire drove
in two runs with a double in the
third inning and center fielder
Mary Dugan plated the game-win-
ner with a single in the eighth as
the Hornets beat Marshall 4-3 at
Herndon High School. The Hor-
nets won their third straight game
after starting the season 0-4.

“It’s just what we needed to
keep us going,” Martire said. “Af-
ter spring break, [we’re] feeling good.”

While Herndon made the most of its opportuni-
ties, Marshall managed 11 hits but left seven run-
ners stranded in scoring position. The Statesmen left
the bases loaded in the fifth and seventh innings.

Trailing 3-0, Marshall cut the lead to one with a
pair of runs in the fifth inning, including an RBI single
by junior Ashley Stern. Center fielder Marieka Pierce
tied the score with an RBI single in the sixth, but the
Statesmen failed to capitalize on multiple opportu-
nities.

“I thought that they were coming together, they
were jelling,” Marshall head coach Missy Whittington
said. “I just felt like we couldn’t get our hits in a
timely fashion. I felt like [Herndon’s] hits kind of
came in a timely fashion.”

Marshall had its seven-game winning streak
snapped and its record dropped to 8-4. The States-
men are in the midst of the program’s best season
since 2010, when Marshall finished 17-8 and reached
the region semifinals.

“We’re trying to set the bar really high for the girls,”
said Whittington, who is in her second season as

Marshall head coach. “We expect
a lot out of them. Our Marshall
girls, we’re here to play. We’ve got

some really talented players on
the team; we’ve got talented
players coming to Marshall. It’s
not a slam dunk to be on this
team as [it might have been]
with a smaller school from past
years. The population is grow-
ing and the competition is get-
ting super.”

SOPHOMORE PITCHER
MADISON LARSEN is a pri-
mary reason for the Statesmen’s
success. After being named
team MVP as a freshman, the
right-handed hurler has put to-
gether another strong season.
Against Herndon, Larsen al-
lowed four runs — one earned
— and four hits in 7 1/3 in-
nings. She walked four and
struck out 12.

While dominant at times, she
also appeared frustrated with
the home-plate umpire’s strike
zone.

“She has a lot of different
pitches and she’s just a workhorse,” Whittington said.
“She’s got a really great mindset. You can tell: when
she’s smiling, she’s in the zone. I think tonight a few
things took some twists and turns, maybe she just
got off kilter. She’s one of those you want in there in
the eighth, ninth inning.”

Sophomore left fielder Celestina Dunavant finished
2-for-3 for Marshall. Larsen, junior shortstop Kat
Uher, freshman second baseman Amelia Ely and jun-
ior catcher Shelby Thomas each entered Monday’s
game hitting better than .300.

MARSHALL entered the Conference 13 portion of
its schedule on Tuesday, when the Statesmen trav-
eled to face Wakefield, after The Connection’s dead-
line. Marshall will travel to face McLean at 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 23, and will host Falls Church
on Friday, April 25.

Whittington has lofty expectations for the States-
men.

“We’re going to be in the state championship on
June 14,” she said. “That’s my goal and it’s just one
… game at a time.”

Herndon Softball Edges
Marshall in Eight Innings
Marshall sophomore pitcher Larsen
strikes out 12 in defeat.

Marshall sophomore Madison
Larsen struck out 12 batters
during a 4-3, eight-inning loss
to Herndon on April 21.

Marshall leadoff
hitter Kat Uher slaps
at the ball during a
game against
Herndon on April 21.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection
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News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

S
pring is here, trees and flowers are in bloom
and it’s time for Vienna’s annual House and
Garden Tour. Presented by the Garden Club of

Fairfax, it’s set for Tuesday, April 29, from 10 a.m.-4
p.m.

On tour are four private homes and gardens in the
historic area, plus a full day of gardening-themed
activities at Wolftrap Performing Arts Center and
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens.

Advance tickets are $25 at www.vagardenweek.org
or at these Vienna shops: The Dandelion Patch, 111
Church St. N.W., ReFind, 101 Church St. N.W., and
Cocoa Vienna, 120 Church St. N.E. On tour day, tick-
ets may be purchased at any of the homes or at Mead-
owlark. Cost is $30 to visit all the sites or $15 for
just one location. Children ages 6-12 are $15.

It’s a combination shuttle bus and walking tour, so
attendees are advised to wear comfortable shoes.
Visitors should park at Meadowlark Botanical Gar-
dens or at Wolf Trap National Park. Shuttle buses
will drive visitors between the two parks and to two
stops within the 3/4-mile loop connecting the homes
on the tour’s walking portion.

Backpacks, strollers, high heels, interior photog-
raphy, smoking and cell-phone use aren’t allowed
inside the homes. Strollers aren’t permitted on the
shuttles, either.

340 Glyndon St. N.E. — Owned by Tommy and
Randy Staats, this family farmhouse dates back to
the 1890s. The windows and floors are original, as
are the doorknobs. An eat-in kitchen with fireplace
was added during a renovation, as were a sunroom
and back porch. And during the Civil War, Union
soldiers camped in the front and side yards of this

home.
320 Glyndon St. N.E. — This 30-year-old house

is a post-and-beam saltbox also owned by the Staats.
It features a wisteria archway and a century-old fish-
pond in the front yard. Inside, there’s a double-sided
fireplace on the first floor and an antique, candlelit
chandelier. Highlighting the patio are a large, out-
side fireplace plus a fountain.

334 Ayr Hill Ave. N.E. — This Craftsman-style
house was featured in Home and Design Magazine
in 2008. There are wide plank floors and 12-foot-
high ceilings, and stone-based pillars anchor the
foyer. The central kitchen has two stone islands, and
the master-bedroom suite includes a large bathroom
with an antique Italian chandelier. Owners are Kathy
and Richard Igercich.

156 Church St. N.E. — Boasting slate and cop-
per roofs, this remodeled farmhouse is owned by the
Downs family. Highlighting the living room are
stained-glass windows and heart-pine floors, and the
fireplace was constructed with the house 100 years
ago. The kitchen has a farmhouse sink and solid
walnut counter tops, and there’s a recreation area
on the lower level.

Wolf Trap National Park — Wolf Trap will of-
fer a variety of special activities, including tours of
its three, native-plant gardens containing more than
100 different species.

There’ll be live music, plus other performing art-
ists throughout the day. Visitors may learn about
birds, bees and butterflies and may view ceremonial
plantings, too.

Meadowlark Gardens — The 95-acre Mead-
owlark Botanical Gardens is a park featuring paved
walking trails over hills, through wooded areas and
around three lakes, gazebos and an 18th-century
farmhouse. Attendees may also enjoy the more than
20 varieties of cherry trees, as well as azaleas, lilacs,
peonies, irises, a hosta and fern garden and a
children’s garden. There’s even a Korean Bell Gar-
den featuring native Korean plants and the Bell of
Peace and Harmony.

The family farmhouse at 340 Glyndon St.
N.E.

Outside 320 Glyndon St. N.E. is a 100-year-
old fish pond.

This Ayr Hill house was once featured in
Home and Design Magazine.

This Church Street home has stained-
glass windows.

Vienna Homeowners Welcome Visitors
House and Garden
Tour is April 29.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
C

o
u
r
t
e
s
y
 
o

f
 
D

o
n

n
a
 
M

o
u
l
t
o

n



Vienna/Oakton Connection  ❖  April 23-29, 2014  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 23
All Star Beer Dinner. 6:30 p.m.

Wildfire, Tysons Galleria, McLean. A
four-course menu of baseball-
inspired food and beer pairings. Each
“inning” will feature a craft brew
from a different baseball-loving city.
Nick Hardt, On Tap On Line “bierdo,”
will be the guest speaker for the
evening. $50 per person. To make a
reservation, call 703-442-9110.

THURSDAY/APRIL 24
 Annual Arbor Day Celebration. 4

p.m. The tree planting ceremony will
be held next to the Parks and
Recreation Department’s community
learning garden, located behind
Vienna Elementary School, 128
Center Street S.

6th Annual Green Expo. 6:30 – 9
p.m. Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry Street SE, Vienna.
Presentations and discussions for
children and adults from more than
35 juried organizations and
businesses will include information
on energy efficiency, purchasing local
organic products, creating green
gardens, recycling options and more
practical ideas to save money and
help the environment.
www.viennava.gov.

THURSDAY/APRIL 24-
SATURDAY/APRIL 26
“Catch Me if You Can.” 7 p.m.

McLean High School Burks Theater,
1633 Davidson Road, McLean. A
musical that tells the story of Frank
Abagnale, Jr., a teenager who runs
away from home in search of the
glamorous life. Tickets are available
at www.mcleandrama.com. Adults
$15; Students/Seniors $10.

Calendar

FRIDAY/APRIL 25-
MONDAY/MAY 5
Six Artists Return. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Monday through Saturday. The
Frame Factory, 212 Dominion Road
NE, Vienna. An exhibition and sale of
paintings, drawings, sculpture and
jewelry by local artists Jackie Elwell,
Elaine Florimonte, Debbie Glakas,
Lisa Neher, Sarah Swart and Barbara
Wagner. www.theframefactory1.com

FRIDAY/APRIL 25-
SUNDAY/MAY 4
“Willy Wonka, The Musical.” Friday

and Saturday nights at 8 p.m. through
May 3, with Sunday matinee
performances at 2 p.m. on April 27,
and May 4. Vienna Theatre Company,
Vienna Community Center 120 Cherry
St., SE Vienna. This multi-
generational, family friendly musical
is Roald Dahl’s timeless story of the
world-famous candy man and his
quest to find an heir in this stage
adaptation of Dahl’s book, Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory, which features
the songs from the classic family film
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory. General admission $14. To
reserve tickets, email
vtcshows@yahoo.com. For more
information, call 703-255-6360 or
visit www.viennatheatrecompany.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 25-
SATURDAY/MAY 10
“Perfect Wedding.” Friday-Saturday

at 8 p.m. Sundays at 2 p.m. The
Alden Theatre, McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
An awkward morning-of-the-wedding
situation and then spins out of
control in the McLean Community
Players production of this farce/
romantic comedy. 703-790-9223.
www.McLeanPlayers.org. $16-$14.

SATURDAY/APRIL 26-
SUNDAY/APRIL 27
“Catch Me if You Can.” 2 p.m.

McLean High School Burks Theater,
1633 Davidson Road, McLean. A
musical that tells the story of Frank
Abagnale, Jr., a teenager who runs
away from home in search of the
glamorous life. Tickets are available
at www.mcleandrama.com. Adults
$15; Students/Seniors $10.

SATURDAY/APRIL 26
“The Lion’s Whiskers” Puppet

Show. 2 p.m. The Alden, 1234
Ingleside Avenue, McLean. A musical
adaptation of a traditional Ethiopian
folktale, “The Lion’s Whiskers”
features a charming cast of human
characters as well as African animals.
www.aldentheatre.org

Taste of Vienna Food Festival. 11
a.m. – 8 p.m. Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department 400 Center Street, South,
in Vienna (rain or shine).  Admission is
free and guests will be able to purchase
food and beverages. Proceeds from this
event will benefit the Vienna.

SUNDAY/APRIL 27
Flower Show. 2-5 p.m. 307 Windover

Avenue, NW, during the annual Walk
on the Hill through Vienna’s historic
Windover Heights District. The show
will feature floral designs as well as
members’ cuttings of local
horticulture to be evaluated by
National Garden Club Judges. There
will also be educational exhibits.

40th Annual Walk On the Hill. 2-5
p.m. Windover Heights Historic District.
A self-guided walking tour through
specially marked lawns and gardens in
the Windover Heights Historic District.
www.historicviennainc.org.

Send announcements to vienna@ connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday for the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.

To honor Mom
on Mother’s Day,
send us your favor-
ite snapshots of you
with your Mom and
The Connection will
publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue.
Be sure to include
some information
about what’s going
on in the photo,
plus your name and
phone number and
town of residence.
To e-mail digital
photos, send to:

vienna@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Or to mail photo
prints, send to:

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection,

“Me and My Mom
Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be
returned to you if you
include a stamped,
self-addressed enve-
lope, but please don’t
send us anything irre-
placeable.

“Me
and
My

Mom”
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

“I’m sitting in the rocking chair, good
buddy,” (a “Smokey and The Bandit” refer-
ence, if you’re not of a certain vintage),
between two 18-wheelers where the police
radar can’t find me – further referencing the
C.B. radio days. Updating to the “Kenny-with-
cancer” days, I’m a month or so past my last
very encouraging CT Scan, the one I wrote
about when my oncologist offered me a con-
gratulatory handshake, a gesture he had not
made in the five-plus years since we’ve been
tangling with this damn disease; and I’m
approximately seven weeks away from my next
CT scan, “intervaled” every three months at
present. Seven weeks is far enough away
where I’m not even thinking about it, or the
possibility of its discouraging results that I’ll
know about on or about June 9th. I am cruis-
ing, emotionally, and savoring the excellent
results from the last scan and not yet worrying,
wondering, hoping, praying (too much) about
my next scan. This means, at the moment – or
moments, I should say, I am enjoying a rela-
tively stress-free and blissful ignorance to what
may – or hopefully may not, be happening in
my lungs. I am, to quote a Three Stooges line:
“as safe as in my mother’s arms.”

Let me admit for the record, when you’re
originally scheduled as terminal by your
oncologist (“13 months to two years”), grasping
at straws, rationalizing, wishful thinking and
denial (which as you regular readers know is
more than just a river in Egypt…an “NYPD”
reference), become de rigueur, a sort of stan-
dard operating procedure – whether you
intend it to be or not. And whether these days
– or should I further admit and characterize
them as daze – are simply a grand illusion, or a
type of non-arrogant delusion, is another dis-
tinction I’m not the least bit worried about.
The reality, for me, is that I can breathe easily –
figuratively and literally, thank God? (And to be
fair, thanks also go to my oncologist and to
myself as well; for we’ve both played a part in
this cancer battle.)

And why shouldn’t I be exceedingly – and
perhaps naively – grateful, for my still being
alive and reasonably well. Only 16 percent of
lung cancer patients survive beyond five years;
I’m at five years and two months now.
Whatever good news I receive, whatever posi-
tive spin I can give my results, whatever smiles
and handshakes I elicit are crucial to this pur-
suit of life that I live every day. The only recur-
ring and disturbing thought I have, now that
I’m past this statistically relevant five-year sur-
vivability measure (and this is not about being
in remission, which I’m not; I’m still undergo-
ing chemotherapy) is: I can’t help juggling in
my mind whether being five years post-diagno-
sis makes me closer to the end of my life or
further away from it. As such, when I experi-
ence a kind of break in my action, when I’m
between halves, so to speak, when the past
and future of my cancer life is not front and
center but instead more off to the side, these
are days to relish and I don’t even like condi-
ments. But that’s what a cancer diagnosis, par-
ticularly a terminal one, will do: change every-
thing. Rolling with the punches is how one has
to learn to live: good with the bad, bad with
the good, the last scan, the next scan, compar-
ing the results from your ongoing lab work and
your occasional face-to-face appointments/
exams with the oncologist are what drive this
cancer bus that you’d rather never have been
on. But you’re on it, all the time. This experi-
ence is a never-ending (hopefully never end-
ing, let’s be honest) roller coaster-type ride of
emotions, treatment options, preoccupations
and mental gymnastics. Anything and every-
thing I can do to find some peace in the life-
expectancy challenged and very unexpected
medical circumstances in which I find myself
so immersed, is what I do. I’m in a good place
right now. It won’t last given the timing of what
my life’s cycle is at present (scans and all), but
no matter. I’m not stressing backwards or wor-
rying forwards. This is as good as it gets, realis-
tically speaking.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Where
Am I?

Berta’s Cleaning Service
703-203-0230

• 15 years’ experience
• McLean References Available

• Friendly, Hardworking, Reliable
• Reasonable Prices

• Satisfaction Guaranteed
Clean floors, appliances, kitchen,

bathrooms, bedrooms, and more…

CLEANING CLEANING

EmploymentEmployment

Implant Restorative Dentist
Diagnosis & treatment planning of im-
plant patients.  Coordinate treatment 
plan w/ referring dentists & dental labs. 
Perform intra oral scanning. Treat es-
thetic zone cases, implant bridge cases, 
overdenture cases, immediate load cas-
es, and All on 4 cases. Req: DDS or for-
eign equiv., 5 yrs of exp, exp w/ immedi-
ate load cases, license to practice den-
tistry in VA, AEGD residency cert., 
knowledge of 3D treatment planning, 
knowledge of TeethXpress or All on 4 
protocols, and ability to work w/ intra 
oral scanners. Must work some Sat each 
mth.  To apply, email cover letter, re-
sume & 3 references to 
mcleandoc@gmail.com. Integrative Oral 
& Facial Surgery, LLC 6845 Elm St., Ste 
305, McLean, VA 22101.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Entrants Sought for
Anti-Alcohol Awards

A Vienna-based, alcohol-education group
wants to honor local, high school groups
for their efforts in fighting underage drink-
ing. To recognize high-school students for
“doing the right thing,” the nonprofit Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP)
will present its 2014 GEICO Student Awards
at a May 16 ceremony in Washington, D.C.,
and is accepting applications for the hon-
ors through Monday, April 28, at http://
www.wrap.org/files/youthOutreach.htm.
Entry is free.

The GEICO Student Awards, now in their
22nd year, are presented each year to high-
school student groups promoting alcohol
and drug-free lifestyles to their peers. The
awards, including cash prizes up to $ 1,000,
are judged by a panel of area substance-
abuse prevention professionals including
representatives from local traffic safety or-
ganizations and prevention coalitions.

Student groups are judged on their lead-
ership, effectiveness, innovation and in-
volvement of both the student body and
community in their efforts to prevent un-
derage drinking. The winners will receive
plaques and monetary awards.

Founded in 1982, WRAP is an award-win-
ning, public private partnership working to
prevent drunk driving and underage drink-
ing in the Washington Metropolitan area.
For more information, go to www.wrap.org.

Fundraiser
To Support SHARE,
Inc. on May 13

A fundraiser for SHARE, Inc. has been
announced by HBC Realty Group’s (Keller
Williams Realty) Community Charity Cham-
pions. Come to dinner on Tuesday, May 13,
from 5 to 8 p.m. at Pulcinella Italian Host
in McLean to support SHARE, Inc. Enjoy
dinner and know that approximately 70
percent of the proceeds from food and drink
will go to the charity, as long as the diner
brings the flyer for the event. Contact HBC
Realty Group at 703-734-0192 or visit
www.HBCRealtyGroup.com to receive a
flyer. SHARE, Inc. is a non-profit, nonsec-
tarian, all-volunteer community relief or-
ganization helping people in need in
McLean, Great Falls and Pimmit Hills area
for over 45 years. They provide essential
assistance through their food pantry, where
people and families in need throughout the
community can go for assistance with gro-
ceries. SHARE also provides emergency fi-
nancial assistance, used furniture pick-up
and delivery, distributes grocery gift cards
at Thanksgiving and the holidays, holiday
gifts, school supplies and rides to medical
appointments. Sponsors of the event are:
Karen Briscoe and Lizzy Conroy with the
HBC Realty Group of Keller Williams Re-
alty, The Simmons Team of George Mason
Mortgage LLC, Betty Sparkman and Chris
Lara of Reveal Remodel, Kevin Dougherty
of Pillar to Post Home Inspections, Marcus
Simon with EKKO Title, Moe Jebali of
Pulcinella Italian Host, and One to One Fit-
ness Centers.

Area Roundups

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
John P Steg MD  will be retiring and closing his practice of
Child, Adolescent and Adult Psychiatry on June 26, 2014. Until 
that date he can be reached at his office at 6760 Old McLean 
Village Drive, McLean VA 22101 -- Phone 703-442-8116.  After 
that date he can be contacted at his billing address: 1837 
Baldwin Dr, Mclean VA 22101 -- Phone 703-893-4836.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
William Licamele MD will be retiring and closing his practice of 
Child Adolescent and Adult Psychiatry on June 26th, 2014. 
Until that date he can be reached at his office at 6760 Old 
McLean Village Drive , Mclean Va.  22101--- phone 703-734-
6927 for any questions, referrals, or follow-up.  After June 26th, 
he can be reached at PO Box 338, Mclean, Va. 22101 for any 
requests for information, records, referrals. Etc.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ANTIQUE AUCTION
BEALETON, VA

LIONS CLUB BUILDING
SUNDAY APRIL 27TH 12:00 noon

Over 800 lots Antique & 19th century period furniture, Eng-
lish furniture, formal mahogany, mid century, carved oak, 

50+ Persian silk & wool rugs, Fenton, slot machine, pottery, 
glassware, chests, corner cupboards, early tables, bed sets, 
garden planters, quilts, gemstone & fine jewelry, secretaries, 

Victorian, antiques, advertising, statues, bookcases, side-
boards, collectibles & more! 
auctionzip.com ID#16796

S Burke, Auctioneer #2759
11326 James Madison Hwy near rt 28

(434)251-5769
Please email confirmation to cindy@bhantiqueauctions.com

25 Sales & Auctions 25 Sales & Auctions

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Family Day Care 
for ages 3-6

Nature and Reggio Emilia 
inspired

Mclean/Arlington/Falls Church
www.nurturingroots.org

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ClassifiedClassified
Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

One man 
with courage

makes a
majority.

-Andrew Jackson

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

To Highlight Your Faith Community,
call Karen at 703-917-6468
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Spring Real Estate
& New Homes

See Tips,  Page 7

Realtors:
Great Kitchens
Help Sell Homes

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

Designer Jacquelin Lluy, of Nicely
Done Kitchens and Baths in Springfield,
recently transformed the kitchen of a
home in Mantua, in Fairfax, from a
small, dark space to a light-filled, free-
flowing culinary oasis.

“The kitchen was built in the ’70s with
a small, dark eat-in kitchen table for
four,” Lluy. “The family wanted a view
of their expansive wooded lot and an
island built for entertaining and family
meals with their young boys.”

The new kitchen includes an island
made of maple. “The two-height island
has a ‘truffle’ finish [and] was designed
for game nights, football watching, en-
tertaining friends on the higher level
while the lower level is used for quick
weekday meals and easy clean up with
sink, trash/recycle and dishwasher lo-
cated there.”

BEFORE PUTTING ONE’S HOME on
the market, real estate agents encourage
homeowners to spruce up the kitchen.
Well-designed, free-flowing kitchens
like Lluy’s can often make or break the
sale of a home say some local Realtors.

“I think a kitchen is one of the top
things that a buyer looks at,” said Arling-
ton Realtor Michelle Sagatov of the
Michelle Sagatov group at McEnearney
Associates.

Alexandria-based Realtor Elizabeth
Lucchesi of the LizLuke Team at
McEnearney Associates said, “Kitchens
are the nucleus of the house. It is where
everybody hangs out. The kitchen has to
look good and feel good.”

Ken Nies, of Two Poor Teachers in
Annandale, recently remodeled the
kitchen in a Falls Church home adding
“custom window millwork, lighting, a
backsplash, a large center entertainment
island and farm sink.” Nies advises us-
ing “different materials on your island to
give a custom look.”

Realtors suggest investing in quality
cabinetry and countertops. “Granite is
something people look for but there are
other materials that people can use like
caesarstone and quartz,” said Sagatov.
“Choose nice, solid counter tops that
compliment the cabinetry.”

FOR THOSE WHO WANT to up-
date a kitchen and think they will be
selling their home within five to seven
years, Sagatov suggests that
homeowners think about the resale
value before remodeling. “Make the
kitchen timeless,” she said. “Don’t put
too much of your personality into the
kitchen. If you want to show off your
personality, do that with paint or
kitchen decorations, but make the
things that cost a lot of money neutral
and timeless, so when you go to sell
your home, it appeals to a much broader
audience.”

If you plan on renovating the kitchen,
do it early, “not when you’re about to
sell so that you can enjoy it too,” contin-
ued Sagatov.

HOWEVER, ONE DOESN’T need to
remodel an entire kitchen before putting
a home on the market. Real estate
agents say there are a few changes that
homeowners can make to help their
kitchen sparkle.

“If you don’t have an updated kitchen
there are things that you can do to make
it look updated, clean and fresh,” said
Sagatov.
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Spring Real Estate & New Homes

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

R
eal estate agent Joan Caton
Cromwell says she lost a home
bidding war last week in Falls
Church even though her client

was a strong contestant.
“We were one of five contracts and we

even waived the appraisal,” said
Cromwell of of McEnearney Associates.
“Any house that is close-in [to Washing-
ton, D.C.] and that is in nice condition,
is going to attract a lot of attention.”

Real estate agents say spring is one of
the busiest times of the year for home
sales and there is dearth of available
homes in popular neighborhoods. “The
lack of inventory in sought-after commu-
nities like Arlington and McLean has al-
ready ushered in the return of bidding
wars for move-in ready properties,” said
John Eric, Vice President TTR Sotheby’s
International Realty in Arlington. “I ex-
pect all sectors of the market to see price
gains and demand to remain high.”

HOME PRICES are on the rise. “If you put
a home on the market and it gets multiple
offers, the eight other people who didn’t get
the house will bid on another house,” said
Cromwell. “In a market where there are
multiple offers it definitely drives the prices
up and it drives them up quickly.”

Anthony B. Sanders, Ph.D., Distinguished
Professor of Real Estate Finance at George
Mason University said, “Very simply, this is
still an area that is growing, so housing
home sales will continue to rise, but more
slowly than during the real estate bubble.”

Still, agents are optimistic as they enter
the spring buying season. “The state of the

real estate market is great,” said Marsha
Schuman of the Washington Fine Prop-
erties’ Schuman Team. “The weather is
behind us and there is a momentum go-
ing into the spring market that feels very
positive.”

The spring market in the Washington,
D.C, area is aligned with academic cal-
endars. “It starts in April and May in the
suburbs,” says Cromwell. “Those in the
military or who work for the World Bank
for example, put their homes on the mar-
ket in spring to prepare to relocate dur-
ing the summer.”

Proximity to public transportation in-
creases desirability. “For example, Reston

Fairfax County
Real Estate Overview
❖ In February, 789 homes were sold in Fairfax

County, an increase of 2.1 percent from the 773
homes sold in February 2013.

❖ On average, homes that sold in Fairfax County in
February were on the market for 60 days, 8 days
longer than the 52-day average in February
2013.

❖ The average home sales price of all homes that
sold in February 2014 in Fairfax County was
$499,765, an increase of 4.8 percent over the
February 2013 average sales price of $476,735.
Compared to the annual 2013 average home
sales price of $531,136, the February price
decreased 5.9 percent.

❖ The average sales price for detached homes that
sold in February 2014 was $677,199, an
increase of 7.4 percent over the February 2013
average of $630,557.

❖ The average sales price of attached homes
increased 6.9 percent in the same time period,
to $352,384 from $329,534 the year before.

❖ In February, the number of active listings in the
County was 1,814, an increase of 26.3 percent
over the 1,436 listed in February 2013. Based on
the February 2014 listings and the current sales
rate, there is a 2.3 month supply of homes for
sale in the County, up from the 1.9 month
supply a year ago.

SOURCE: Fairfax County
Office of Management and Budget

What to Expect Buying or Selling

See What to Expect,  Page 7

“We see a new trend in all
price ranges where
buyers want to buy where
they can walk to amenities,
restaurants and shops.
Buyers are satisfied with
smaller houses that are
conveniently located.”

— Marsha Schuman,
Washington Fine Properties

is produced by

Connection Newspapers

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Local Media Connection LLC

For more information,

call 703-778-9431 or email

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Vienna & Oakton

& New Homes
Spring Real Estate

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
hen Realtors Marsha Schuman
and Betsy Schuman Dodek drive
up to a home to show it to a pro-

spective buyer, they know that they have
only one chance to make a good first im-
pression. Potomac-based Dodek and
Schuman of the Schuman Team of Wash-
ington Fine Properties say a home’s curb
appeal matters.

“When we think of curb appeal we think
of the lawn and landscaping, front door,
windows, roof and how it all looks,” said
Dodek. “Buyers want to buy from someone
who has taken really good care of their
home and that translates in to curb appeal.”

Schuman added, “If things are not nice
on the outside, then [potential buyers]
wonder what the house will be like on the
inside.”

REAL ESTATE AGENTS SAY buyers want
to purchase a well-cared for home, and the
exterior aesthetic of a home creates that
impression. Whether you’re planning to put
your house on the market or would just like
a clean and fresh exterior to welcome you
home each day, local real estate experts of-
fer advice on enhancing a home’s exterior.

McLean-based realtor Chris Pritchard of
McEnearney Associates suggests starting by

critiquing your own home. “Stand in front
of your house and take a look,” she said.
“Walk up the driveway, ask yourself what
you would want to see if you were shop-
ping for a house.”

The yard should be pristine and vibrant.
“Trimming, mulching and planting some
colorful plants are key,” said Pritchard.

“Add color with flowers, pots with plants,
choosing things like geraniums and pan-
sies,” said Dodek. “Adding color just makes
such a difference. It makes the yard pop.”

Consider safety. “Is the yard hazard-free?”
asks Dodek. “It needs to be freshly mowed
and mulched with dark mulch because that

makes the greenery pop. Make sure
your bushes are trimmed and propor-
tionate. Look at trees to make sure
they aren’t blocking the size of the
house.”

“One of the next areas we look at
are patios, walkways and fences,”
continued Dodek. “Do they need re-
pairs? Is there loose mortar?”

McLean Realtor Ann McClure of
McEnearney Associates says that a
home’s exterior should be well-lit.
“You need good looking and func-
tional lighting which should be on in
the evening.”

Examine the entrance. “Take a look
at the front door,” said Dodek. “Does
it need painting? We had a recent list-
ing and we painted the door red and
added new hardware and a kick plate
and that made it stand out. That is
something that is very cost effective
to do.”

Tips from the pros on boosting
a home’s curb appeal.A Picture Perfect Home

Photo courtesy of TruPlace

Realtors say this Oakton home exemplifies ideal curb appeal, a critical
factor when selling a home.

See Picture Perfect,  Page 7

“The sense of arrival is
very important —
you never get a second
chance to make a
first impression.”

— Chris Pritchard
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Spring Real Estate & New Homes

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

L
ocal designers showed off their
master work when the 2014 DC
Design House was unveiled re-
cently. From Arlington to Burke,

and Alexandria to Potomac, Md., the area’s
top designers competed for an opportunity
to donate their talent to transform a local,
grand home into a showcase home.

The home, which is on the market for
$3.85 million, is now open to the public for
tours. It features six-bedrooms, five full-and
two half-baths. Built in 1929, the home fea-
tures a three-car garage and a pool. The
stone house offers three levels and nearly
8,000 square feet of living space, which lo-
cal designers transformed.

THE HOME’S FRONT FAÇADE was de-
signed by David Benton and Jim Rill of
Potomac’s Rill Architects. Inspired by the
stately stone home, the duo decided to add
a bit of detail and interest in the form of
“style appropriate light fixtures, shutters,
furniture and accent colors.” When choos-
ing a paint color for the front door, they
wanted a hue that was traditional, but un-
expected. Their choice: a “high-gloss verdi-
gris green-blue [that] immediately catches
your eye from the street. They replaced the
existing solid wood single door with a glass-
paned French door that “pulls outside views
sand daylight into the entry hall.”

Victoria Sanchez of Victoria At Home in
Old Town, Alexandria, designed the family
breakfast room. “I wanted to create a room
with a casual and cozy feel,” she said. The
room, which has large picture windows that
offer uninterrupted views of nature, con-
nects the kitchen with butler’s pantry/wine
tasting room. Sanchez choose woven rattan
furniture to fill the space.

Jeff Akseizer and Jamie Brown of Akseizer
Design Group in Alexandria designed the
family room, which overlooks the pool and
patio. The design duo created a room with
French doors that open to the pool area
when the weather is mild, but added a lin-
ear, modern fireplace to create a warm and
cozy space during cooler months. They cre-
ated “cascading light down the hand-woven
wall covering…” The room is filled with or-
ganic textures, tone-on-tone colors and
“nods to both a mid-century flair and mod-
ernism.”

One of the home’s guest bathrooms was
created by Arlington-based Allie Mann of
Case Design/Remodeling Inc. Mann de-
scribes the small space as “chic, classic and
timeless … a jewel box bath.” The room fea-
tures Calcutta marble flooring in a herring-
bone pattern and the acoustic “Moxie” show-
ering system that allows one to listen to
music while bathing. Mann was able to pre-
serve and refinish the home’s original iron
bathtub.

Susan Donelson and Sharon Bubenhofer,
of Cleveland Hall Design created a guest

bedroom in the home. In an effort to create
a light and airy space, the duo selected wall
paper in a pink floral pattern. “We choose
streamlined furniture and fabrics to accent
the Asian feeling of the wallpaper.” The
room, designed whimsically in pink and
green, features twin beds. The art in the
room was painted by Donelson’s mother,

Janice Donelson, a classically trained artist.

THE MASTER BEDROOM was designed
by Nancy Colbert of Design Partners in
McLean. The space was repurposed to al-

Area tastemakers dream home,
currently on the market for $3.85 million.

Local Designers Help Unveil DC Design House

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

Victoria Sanchez, of Victoria At Home in Old Town, Alexandria, designed the family breakfast room. The
room, which has large, picture windows that offer uninterrupted views of nature, connects the kitchen with
butler’s pantry/wine tasting room.

Photo by Angie Seckinger

One of the home’s guest bathrooms
was created by Arlington-based
Allie Mann of Case Design/Remod-
eling. The room features Calcutta
marble flooring in a herringbone
pattern and the acoustic “Moxie”
showering system that allows one
to listen to music while bathing.

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

Jeff Akseizer and Jamie Brown, of Akseizer Design Group in Alexandria,
designed the family room of the DC Design House. The duo created a
room with French doors that open to the pool area when the weather is
mild, but added a linear, modern fireplace to create a warm and cozy
space during cooler months.

low for a larger master bathroom and a walk-
in closet with built-in shelving. Colbert dis-
covered a painting that she thought would
be perfect for a master bedroom, and de-
signed the room around it. She chose an
ivory turned-post king bed that she furnished
with silk bedding in parchment and seafoam

green. Colbert added crown molding for
additional detail. “One of the room’s multi-
purpose features is a silver toned gilded
butterfly side table that was created by a
newly discovered artist. It is a work of art
and a table.”

Beth Boggs, Teri Lohmann and Lynne

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

The master bedroom was designed by Nancy Colbert, of Design Partners
in McLean. The space was repurposed to allow for a larger master
bathroom and a walk-in closet with built-in shelving.

Photo by Angie Seckinger

The home’s front façade was designed by Rill Architects’ David Benton
and Jim Rill of Potomac.

Parmele of C2 Paint, Potomac Paint & De-
sign with locations in Alexandria, Arlington
and Chantilly, added color to the back stair-
case. The team chose paintable wallpaper
in shades of plum, lilac, and spring green.
Paintable wall paper “conveniently camou-
flages old plaster wall cracks, provides du-
rability for high-traffic use and creates a

striking textured design.”
Now in its seventh year, the annual event

is a fundraiser for Children’s National Health
System, formerly Children’s National Medi-
cal Center. The D.C. Design House has raised
more than $1 million and attracted more
than 55,000 visitors over the past six years.

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

Susan Donelson and Sharon Bubenhofer, of Cleveland Hall Design cre-
ated a light and airy guest bedroom in the DC Design House. The room,
designed whimsically in pink and green, features twin beds. Art in the
room was painted by Donelson’s mother, Janice Donelson, a classically
trained artist.

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

Jeff Akseizer and Jamie Brown, of Akseizer Design Group in Alexandria,
designed the family room of the DC Design House. The room is filled
with organic textures, tone-on-tone colors and “nods to both a mid-
century flair and modernism.”

Go: D.C Design House
Location: 4600 Linnean Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008
Hours: Saturday and Sunday, noon-5 p.m. and Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,

closed Monday, $25. The home will be open for tours through May 11, 2014.
Visit www.dcdesignhouse.com.

“I wanted to create a room
with a casual and cozy feel.”
 — Victoria Sanchez, of Victoria At Home

in Old Town Alexandria
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Evergreene Homes
Columbia Place — 1100 S

Edgewood St., Arlington, VA 22204,
Condos From the Mid 500s - Towns
from the 800s. Call 703-868-8196.

Vale Oakton — 11797 Stuart Mill
Road, Oakton, VA 22124. Single Family,
$2,313,925. Call 703-466-5411.

Wolf Trap Woods — 9518 Leemay
St., Vienna, VA 22182. Single family-
$1,449,900. Call 703-466-5411.

Oakton Heights — 10412 Miller
Road Oakton, VA 22124. Single family
homes from $1.3 million. Call 888-925-
7411.

Westover Place — 1009 North
Kensington St., Arlington, VA 22205.
Townhouses from the $800,000s. Call
703-652-2949.

Pulte Homes
Metro West — with prices from

$454,990-$831,845, Pulte has 1,256-
1,942 square-foot condominiums and
townhomes next to the Vienna Metro
with 2-4 bedrooms, 2-3.5 baths, located
at 2952 Rittenhouse Circle, Fairfax. Call
888-817-2201 or visit www.pulte.com.

Potomac Yard — 1,736-4,167-
square-foot condominiums and
townhomes priced from $619,990-
$1,133,845. Located at 2400 Main Line
Blvd, Alexandria, VA 22301. Call 888-
617-8583 or 800-665-4161, or visit
www.pulte.com.

Stanley Martin
Summit Oaks — a community of

new single family homes in Lorton,
within seven miles of Lorton Station
Town Center, Kingstowne Wegmans
(coming in 2014), Kingstowne Center,
Springfield Target and the Springfield
Town Center project. Summit Oaks will
offer two floorplans: The Carey (3,331-
5,849 square feet) and The Davidson
(3,492-4,917 square feet). Prices start in
the low $700,000s. Contact Lisa
Sullivan at 703-339-9670.

Cameron Glen – new homes lo-
cated just off Judicial Drive in the City
of Fairfax, with the benefits of new con-
struction amidst the charm and
conveniences of Old Town Fairfax.
Prices start at $639,900. 4092
Sutherland Place, Fairfax, VA 22030.

Callaway – a community of new
single family homes in Annandale, with
three single family floor plans ranging
from 3,037-4,363 square feet. Prices
start in the upper $700,000s. Contact
Rhonda Shapiro at 571-266-9172 or
Lisa Chapel at 703-994-3780.

Spring Real Estate & New Homes

New homes
in Vienna in
the Maymont
community,
built by
Basheer &
Edgmoore.

The Maymont community in Vienna, Va. won a Silver
Award for Basheer & Edgemoore at the National Sales and
Marketing Awards for 2014. Hosted by the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders, Basheer & Edgemoore took silver in
the Community of the Year category.

The 5,000-8,000-square-foot homes at Maymont feature
amenities such as hardwood flooring, granite countertops and
brick and stone exteriors.

Since its founding, Basheer & Edgemoore has emerged as

a leading developer and builder of luxury estates and commu-
nities. The company selects and develops each property based
on its natural beauty, convenience and potential, with a sense
of respect for preservation and history.

Over the years, Basheer & Edgemoore used technological
advances and improvements in construction and design, and
these efforts have garnered industry recognition for leadership
and innovation.

Visit www.basheerandedgemoore.com.

Basheer & Edgemoore Wins Silver

Sampler of New
Homes Offerings

Photos by

Craig Sterbutzel

The Van Metre Portsmouth Model at Brambleton includes
3,692 square feet with five bedrooms and three baths with
a main level bedroom and full bath. Van Metre homes
operates an award-winning new homes design center at
24600 Mill Stream Drive #400, Stone Ridge, VA 20105.

Van Metre Design Studio
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Spring Real Estate & New Homes

is popular because of the Silver Line,” said
Cromwell. “North Arlington and Falls
Church are popular. Anything that offers a
decent commuting experience for someone
who can’t afford what they want in the city
will be sought after.”

Schuman said, “We see a new trend in all
price ranges where buyers want to buy
where they can walk to amenities, restau-
rants and shops. Buyers are satisfied with
smaller houses that are conveniently lo-
cated. They want an easier life. Convenience
is the new real estate buzzword. Property
becomes compelling when buyers see
value.”

Sanders said some communities are es-
pecially competitive. “Virginia has two of
the wealthiest counties in the country,
Loudoun and Fairfax counties, so those com-
munities should see a fairly short turn over.”

NOT EVERYONE IS KEEPING with the
trend. “We’re not seeing middle class fami-
lies buying homes through the mortgage
market,” said Sanders, the GMU professor.
“Their income was devastated during the

housing bubble burst due to foreclosures.
Real household income has fallen since
2007. So the American middle class is worse
off than it was in 2007. It’s more high-in-
come families with cash or investors who
are buying homes.”

Schuman says that homes priced below
$1.3 million “are being snapped off the mar-
ket if they are well conditioned and fairly
priced. The ultra-luxury market, homes over
$2 million, is a little bit slower paced at
present, but there are signs that these buy-
ers are out there and wanting to buy.”

Cromwell  agrees,  “The 600-900K
price point is very busy for a house in
good condition.”

What to Expect

Photo courtesy of TTR Sotheby’s International Realty

John Eric, Vice President TTR Sotheby’s International Realty says lack of
inventory in sought-after communities like Arlington and McLean has
already ushered in the return of bidding wars for move-in ready proper-
ties like this Arlington home.

From Page 3

A clean appearance is critical. “There
should be no algae stains on the roof,” said
McClure. “The homeowner should make
sure that if they have siding that it doesn’t
need power washing.”

“Power wash driveways, walkways and
even the house sometimes,” said Pritchard.
“The house should be washed before it is
painted. Do any kind of painting or touch
up painting of siding trim and doors that
needs to be done. Sometimes you don’t have
to paint at all if you do power washing. All
homes get dusty. Sometimes paint fades and
needs repainting.”

“Another easy thing is the windows,” said
Dodek. “Remove screens and wash the win-

A Picture Perfect Home
From Page 3 dows. You want your house to sparkle in-

side and out.”
Pritchard said, “Curb appeal also goes to

having a fence in good shape: washed and
painted or washed and sealed. The home’s
deck should be in good shape. More often
than not a deck should be power washed
and painted or stained or sealed or what-
ever the appropriate finish is.”

Minor touches can make a major impact.
“Take a look at your mailbox,” said Dodek.
“Is it upright? Is it tilted? Does it need to be
painted?

Don’t hide your amenities. “If you have a
swimming pool, we get them to remove the
cover,” said Dodek. “There’s nothing more
beautiful than a beautiful blue swimming
pool.”

Photo courtesy of Washington Fine Properties

This Potomac home exemplifies ideal curb appeal. Marsha Schuman and
Betsy Schuman Dodek, of the Schuman Team of Washington Fine Proper-
ties, say a home’s curb appeal is critical.

Make sure the kitchen has match-
ing appliances that are in good
working order. “It doesn’t matter if
they are stainless steel, black or
white as long as they match,” said
Lucchesi.

An open kitchen appeals to buyers.
“Having a kitchen area where you
can cook while spending time with
family, is important,” said Lucchesi.
“Having it open into a living area al-
lows the cook to be connected to
others.”

Don’t underestimate the power of
lighting. “Under-counter mounted
lighting makes all the difference in
the world,” said Lucchesi. “It gives

the illusion that you have a lot of
countertop space when in reality maybe
you don’t.”

Spruce up dated cabinetry. “Painting
cabinets a crisp white goes a long way,”
said Sagatov. “A lot of older kitchens
have dark wood. Putting a coat of fresh
paint and new hardware goes a long
way and is an investment that gives you
so much money back.”

Sagatov said, “Another easy fix would
be painting the walls. Taupe or grey
paint on the walls in the kitchen would
be soothing and go well with the white
cabinets. Those fixes don’t cost a lot of
money.”

Fixtures are another minor element
that can make a big impression.

From Page 2

Tips for Creating an Appealing Kitchen “Make sure that cabinet pulls are up-
dated with materials like glass or
brushed nickel,” said Lucchesi. “Great
faucets are like a nice pair of shoes or a
good belt.”

Lucchesi speaks from experience. “We
sold a 1940s house recently with a small
kitchen,” she said. “We added new ap-
pliances, a new faucet, new cabinets and
it sold for $24,000 above the list price
in four days with seven offers.”

“When enhancing a house for sale,
you want to appeal to the broadest au-
dience,” said Lucchesi.

Polished and updated kitchens create
appealing pictures.

“Sexy kitchens photograph well,” said
Lucchesi. “When people are looking at
kitchens in online photos, we don’t want
to give them a reason to tell their agent,
‘No I don’t want to see that house.’”

“I expect all sectors of
the market to see price

gains and demand to
remain high.”

John Eric, TTR Sotheby’s
International Realty in Arlington

Van Metre Design Studio
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Address .................................. BR FB HB ... Postal City ... Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC PostalCode .......... Subdivision ............ Date Sold

1  11600 HUNTING CREST LN .... 5 .. 5 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,700,000 .... Detached .... 1.76 ...... 22182 ........ BACHMAN PROPERTY ....... 02/27/14

2  11704 SUGARLAND RD .......... 5 .. 6 .. 1 ..... HERNDON ... $1,425,000 .... Detached .... 1.04 ...... 20170 .............. DRANESVILLE ............. 02/25/14

3  975 LYNN ST SW ................... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,367,000 .... Detached .... 0.37 ...... 22180 ............ VIENNA WOODS ........... 02/17/14

4  1201 DRAKE ST SW ............... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,198,500 .... Detached .... 0.26 ...... 22180 ............ VIENNA WOODS ........... 02/27/14

5  911 SYMPHONY CIR SW ........ 5 .. 4 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,175,000 .... Detached .... 0.24 ...... 22180 ............ VIENNA WOODS ........... 02/14/14

6  9868 PALACE GREEN WAY ...... 6 .. 5 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,150,000 .... Detached .... 0.10 ...... 22181 ... WILLIAMSBURG COMMONS .. 02/20/14

7  1226 ADMIRAL ZUMWALT LN . 5 .. 4 .. 1 ..... HERNDON ... $1,100,000 .... Detached .... 0.88 ...... 20170 ........... STUART ESTATES .......... 02/10/14

8  2882 HIBBARD ST ................. 5 .. 4 .. 1 ...... OAKTON ..... $1,025,000 .... Detached .... 0.34 ...... 22124 ................... GRAYS .................. 02/28/14

9  11312 SOUTH SHORE RD....... 4 .. 2 .. 1 ...... RESTON ....... $970,000 .... Detached .... 0.32 ...... 20190 .................. RESTON ................. 02/07/14

10  2050 BEACON HEIGHTS DR ... 3 .. 3 .. 1 ...... RESTON ....... $940,000 .... Townhouse . 0.06 ...... 20191 .................. RESTON ................. 02/28/14

Copyright 2014 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of March 14, 2014.

February, 2014 Top Sales in Vienna, Oakton,
Reston and Herndon

Local REAL ESTATE

1  11600 Hunting Crest Lane,
Vienna — $1,700,000

2  11704 Sugarland Road,
Herndon — $1,425,000

8  2882 Hibbard Street,
Oakton — $1,025,000

9  11312 South Shore Road,
Reston — $1,425,000


