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By Victoria Ross

The Gazette

A
fter hours of simmering de-
bate, the Meals Tax Refer-
endum Task Force’s pre-

sentation to the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors Tuesday was
a mere amuse-bouche, whetting
the appetite of board the for the
group’s 170-page multi-course
written report.

For the past two months, top
chefs Kate Hanley (D) and Tom
Davis (R), both former chairmen
of the board, led a 44-member task
force through four highly-charged
and heated meetings.

But the group failed to come to
a consensus about whether the
supervisors should serve up a ref-
erendum to voters on the meals
tax; instead it provided the board
with an exhaustive menu of pros
and cons for the supervisors to
consider.

Commissioned by Chairman
Sharon Bulova (D-At-Large), the
task force was convened in April
to consider whether Fairfax
County should proceed with a ref-
erendum for a meals tax; if yes,
what year should the referendum
be held, and how should the rev-
enue from the meals tax be used.

THE LAST TIME Fairfax County
asked voters to approve a tax on
restaurant meals, in 1992, the is-
sue ignited a firestorm of protests,
and threatened to melt down sev-
eral political careers.

The reverberations of that epic
failure — what many consider the
third rail of county politics — con-
tinue to echo in the ears of county
politicians.

Probably no local politician was

more affected by the issue than
Davis, the former Republican con-
gressman who chaired the board
during the last 1992 meals tax
battle.

“It got pretty ugly,” he said of the
factions in the 1992 referendum
crusade. The measure was de-
feated 58 percent to 42 percent
with approximately 102,000 votes
cast during a special April election.

During Tuesday’s presentation,
Davis and Hanley noted the task
force learned from the 1992 ref-
erendum failure, and came to a
swift consensus on two points:

❖ If the board decides to put the
tax to a referendum, the referen-
dum should be held during a gen-
eral election, not a special election.

By Janelle Germanos

The Gazette

F
or years, residents living right off of Rich-
mond Highway, including those who live
at  Audubon Mobile Home Park located
next to Costco, faced a lack of safe, qual-

ity places for their children to play.
Eager for change, the community came together

with the help of Virginians Organized for Inter-
faith Community Engagement, or VOICE. VOICE
worked with residents of Audubon, faith leaders
in the area, and coaches from local schools to get

momentum going towards the building of new
fields.

Now, residents are celebrating the opening of
several new fields in the area. One is now in the
Audubon community and was founded by its
owner, Hometown America. Four fields at West
Potomac High School and Mount Vernon High
School are also being renovated with synthetic
turf, thanks to $3 million from Fairfax County and
over $200,000 in school fundraising.

At an event on June 16, residents of Audubon,
as well as leaders from the community and VOICE,
gathered at the mobile home park to celebrate
the new fields.

“This is the year for a state championship for
West Potomac and Mount Vernon,” said Rick
Genaurio, co-president of the West Potomac High
School booster club, who spoke at the event.

Audubon, a low-income community, primarily
consists of Latino immigrants.

Yolanda Peña, a resident of
Audubon Mobile Home Park,
has two children and has
been living in the community
for six years.

She said that in 2012, some
of the mothers in the commu-
nity came together to voice
their concerns over some of
the issues the community
was facing. Not only was
there a lack of recreational
area for their children, but
also a dangerous side en-
trance from Walmart where
some people were doing il-
licit activity. They decided
that needed to be cleaned up.

Instead of complaining, the
mothers decided to take mat
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Celebrating New Fields
Residents of Audubon Mobile Home Park gathered on June 16 to celebrate new
fields in their community and to voice their concerns for future change.

Audubon residents also
looking to make changes
in the community.
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Children play on the new field at Audubon Mobile
Home Park. For years, the children had no safe place
to play outdoors in the neighborhood. See Audubon,  Page 19

Meals Tax: Tasty
Or Revolting?
Supervisors digest task force’s
final report on hot-button issue.

See Supervisors,  Page 20

Fairfax County Supervisor
Gerry Hyland (D-Mount
Vernon) asked Meals Task
Force Referendum co-
chairs Kate Hanley and
Tom Davis if they had any
advice to persuade con-
stituents to vote yes for the
tax.
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News

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

A
drian Pineda is worried. Scrib-
bling on an empty sheet of pa-
per with an orange crayon, the
first grade student at William

Ramsay Elementary School said he does not
want to lose all his friends. He’s lived in
Alexandria all his life, and he doesn’t want
to move. But his parents have warned him
over and over again that they may not be
able to afford to stay in Alexandria, where
the city government recently approved a
zoning change that will open the door to a
developer demolishing their apartment
complex and replace it with high-end hous-
ing his parents will not be able to afford.

“I don’t understand,” said Adrian, who is
7 years old. “Why do we have to move?”

His father is a cook at a restaurant, and
his mother is a housekeeper. Together they
earn about $34,000 a year in a city where
the median household income is $84,000.
That’s about 40 percent of the area median
income, which means his family might be
able to qualify for one of the 800 units of
dedicated affordable housing members of
the City Council included in the zoning
change allowing the developer to move for-
ward. But because the sprawling series of
apartments that will be demolished have
2,500 market-rate affordable housing units,
his parents feel the elected officials sold
them out.

“They don’t care about us,” said Hector
Pineda, a native of El Salvador who helped
organize his neighbors in an unsuccessful
effort to oppose the zoning change in 2012.
“We work hard, and we make money for
this city. But they don’t care.”

AFFORDABLE HOUSING means differ-
ent things to different people at different
times. For government officials, it’s a phrase
that means that a family spends no more
than 30 percent of its income on housing
costs, including rent or mortgage as well as
taxes and utilities. Sometimes that’s a func-
tion of the free market, such as the rent paid
by the Pineda family. Other times, residents
live in dedicated affordable housing units
that local governments set aside for limited
periods of time to help offset the displace-
ment created by gentrification and devel-
opment. However affordable housing is cal-
culated, it’s clearly been vanishing from the
region for some time — leading to a grow-
ing concern that the Northern Virginia is
increasingly becoming an exclusive enclave

for the wealthy. The Northern Virginia Af-
fordable Housing Alliance estimates that
25,000 rental units are in areas slated for
revitalization, which puts more than 11,000
low-cost units at risk.

“When you look at the communities that
are getting pushed out, it’s the communi-
ties of the most vulnerable,” said Ross Kane,
associate rector at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Alexandria, who is trying to or-
ganize a faith-based response to the afford-
able housing crisis in Northern Virginia.
“That affects the most marginalized people
in society the most, and so to me that makes
it a moral issue from a Christian perspec-
tive.”

ARLINGTON COUNTY has been the most
successful in creating dedicated affordable

housing units over the last decade, increas-
ing the stock by 30 percent over the last
decade. Arlington now has almost 7,000
units of dedicated units, which represents
7 percent of the households in the county.
By contrast, Alexandria has increased its
stock of affordable housing units by only 7
percent over the last decade. That repre-
sents about 6 percent of households in the
city. Although Fairfax County has increased
its housing stock more than 30 percent over
the last decade, the county’s dedicated af-
fordable housing units represents less than
4 percent of households in the county.

“Fairfax County does have both their af-
fordable dwelling unit ordinance and what’s
called their workforce policy ordinance,
which says that if you are redeveloping
there’s a requirement that you develop

housing for the workforce,” said Michelle
Krocker, executive director of the Northern
Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance. “The
weakness I see in that is that these
workforce units serve people from 80 per-
cent to 120 percent of area median income,
and that’s a high level of income to be serv-
ing. We really need to be serving people at
60 percent of area median income.”

Getting a dedicated unit is not easy, and
local governments are struggling to deal
with increasing demand as low-income resi-
dents find themselves living in an area
where the cost of living is rising faster than
their incomes. The lingering effects of the
recession also make it difficult for those at
the bottom end of the economic spectrum.
In Fairfax County, for example, so many
people have applied for federal Housing
Choice vouchers administered by the pub-
lic housing authority that the waiting list
closed on March 1, 2007. It’s been closed
ever since, and more than 3,000 families
are still waiting for help paying for hous-
ing.

“When an applicant’s name comes to the
top of the list, approved applicants receive
a voucher which entitles them to look for
housing in the private market,” said Tho-
mas Fleeetwood, associate director of the
Fairfax County Department of Housing and
Community Development. “Homeless fami-
lies referred for vouchers do not have to be
on the waiting list prior to receiving assis-
tance.”

BACK IN 2004, when the housing market
was exploding and home values were sky-
rocketing, affordable housing was vanish-
ing from Northern Virginia. Tenants were
facing eviction as apartments were con-
verted to condominiums and low-income
people were being pushed to the out to the
exurbs. Many people feared a sea change
that would change the face of Northern Vir

Ways To Battle Area Homelessness
Northern Virginia
jurisdictions use a
variety of strategies
to prevent
homelessness.

Adrian Pineda, center, is a first-grade student at William Ramsay El-
ementary School who is worried his parents may not be able to afford
living in Alexandria when the apartment where his family lives is demol-
ished.
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See Multiple Strategies,  Page 18
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Alexandria House $539,500 or Rent $2,800
400 Madison St #803. 2 BR, 2 BA, lovely view overlooking
Potomac River and Old Town. Enjoy sunsets from the 81-ft.
balcony with all-day sun. All rooms, with floor-to-ceiling
windows, open to outdoor living space. 1 assigned garage
parking, extra storage, 24-hr. concierge. Roof pool, much
more. Lib Wiley 703-362-7206

Alexandria House $585,000
400 Madison St #1307. 2 BR, 2 BA. Completely renovated,
new appliances, with views of Potomac River and U.S.
Capitol. All rooms open to the 45-ft. balcony through a wall
of floor-to-ceiling windows. Assigned garage parking, extra
storage. 6 blocks to Metro and steps to ambiance of Old
Town. 24-hr. concierge, roof pool.

Lib Wiley 703-362-7206

Alexandria/Hollin Hall Village $559,000
7812 Fort Hunt Rd. Just Listed! Lovely 3+ bedroom, 3 bath home in Hollin Hall
Village; totally remodeled kitchen with granite and new SS GE appliances;
separate DR; fresh paint throughout and gorgeous hardwoods on main level;
fully finished lower level with newer GE W/D, new furnace; walkout to huge
fenced back yard with patio and oversized shed; Bonus – restored 9’ Brunswick
First Ed. Anniversary Pool Table conveys! Waynewood school district! Close to
shops and restaurants. Leslie Atkinson 703-967-1471

Reston $350,000
12016 Taliesin Pl #33. Just one block to Reston Town
Center! Beautiful top-floor unit with private balcony with view
of trees and pool. Vaulted ceilings, new granite counters, tile
backsplash, and new stainless appliances. Open floor plan
with gas fireplace and built-in shelving. Master bedroom with
large walk-in closet. Extra storage room, too.

Dawn Gurganus 571-237-6156

Arlington $277,000
2301 25th St #110. COMMUTER’S DREAM! Beautiful
1 BR, 1 BA with open floor plan, nine-foot ceilings,
pristine hardwood floors, granite, huge master bath
with walk-in closet. Garage, washer/dryer, gas
cooking. Luxury amenities.

Julie F. Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria $649,900
2726 Hemlock Ave. This beautiful detached Colonial close to Del
Ray’s shops and restaurants features hardwood floors, wood-burning
fireplace and freshly painted interior. The upper level boasts three
spacious bedrooms and one full bathroom. From the dining room, step
out to the fabulous screened-in porch and back yard perfect for
entertaining family and friends. The paved driveway provides
convenient off-street parking. More Info: www.HomesofAlexandria.com

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria $639,900
5665 Governors Pond Cir. Spacious brick End-Unit town
home in Governors Grove featuring hardwood floors throughout,
upper & lower decks, new granite & updated fixtures. Fantastic
Lwr Lvl with soaring 14-ft ceiling, walk-out to 1 of the 2 decks &
backing to woods & the 3-acre comm. pond. Just blocks from
the Huntington Metro & 6 mi. from the new Wegmans coming
soon. Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alexandria/Del Ray $899,000
107 W. Luray Ave. Totally renovated 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath
bungalow with 3 finished levels. Blocks to METRO, shops
and restaurants! Full of “Old World” charm yet updated
with the finest amenities for today’s lifestyle. Large fenced
yard with patio and charming studio with off-street
parking. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Arlington $575,000
2104 N George Mason Dr. Welcome to this wonderful well-
maintained home in Broyhill Heights. Three bedroom and 1.5 bath
brick Rambler. 1 mile to EFC Metro. Gas heat. Central A/C 2012.
Hardwoods throughout. Remodeled kitchen with cozy sitting area.
Large landscaped yard. Home generator. Long driveway with detached
garage. Walk to Lee Harrison & Westover. Home shows true pride of
ownership. Cary Garcia 703-505-9513

Alexandria $305,000
60214C Curtier Dr #C. California Contemporary, Alexandria
Location! 2 BR, 2 BA w/Loft, Fireplace, Garage, Cherry Cabinets,
Granite Counter Tops, granite counter top, NEW STAINLESS STEEL
APPLIANCES, spacious open floor plan, beautiful MBR with a fabulous
renovated Master Bath, new bronze hardware! A+ location; 5 mins to
I-495, CLOSE TO TOWN CENTER! 3 miles to Van Dorn or Springfield
Metro. Christian Price 703-626-2647

Falls Church $211,000
3705 George Mason Dr #910. 9th floor 1 bedroom unit with southern
exposure balcony & amazing city views. New flooring & painting
coming soon. Living room wall of windows brings in year-round
greenscape. Garage parking spot included; you might prefer the Metro
bus stopping at the lobby.  Easy budgeting=condo fee includes all
utilities. Well-managed Skyline Plaza has so many amenities you won’t
need to leave. Greg & Joni Koons 703-209-7277

Alexandria/
Del Ray

$685,000
19A W. Uhler Ave.
Beautifully updated 3
bedroom, 3 level, 2.5
bath brick duplex with
garage! New baths and
kitchen. Desirable open
floor plan, living room
with fireplace, Master
suite with en suite bath
and lower level family
room. Fenced yard with
new deck. Blocks to
shops and restaurants
on “The Avenue”!

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

LOW PRICE DEL RAY

JUST LISTED!

JUST LISTED!

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! NEW PRICE
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Mt. Zephyr $479,000
8529 Richmond Ave

Large, beautifully updated 4 BR,
2.5 BA Split w/large spacious 2-car
garage. Updated kit w/cherry cabi-
nets & Corian counters. 2.5
updated baths w/12" ceramic tile
flrs & newer vanities & mirrors.
Replacement double pane windows
throughout plus lovely screened
porch overlooking large land-

scaped bkyd w/beautiful privacy fence. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old
Town, 25 mins to Ntl Airport. Short Sale – In great condition; Super Buy!

Alex./Yacht Haven $859,900
4505 Dolphin Lane

4,000 sq ft of renovated luxury in
this 5 BR/4 BA Split – Updates:
Kitchen, all 4 baths, spectacular
cherry hdwd floors – Great rm
opens to beautiful sun rm addition
which opens to spectacular 35K
deck which overlooks unbelievable
custom landscaped back yard.
House designed for independent

living on either level. Two updated HVAC systems plus tankless HWH –
the list goes on and on. Nothing better in all of Mt. Vernon!
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Alex./Riverside Estates
$564,900

8426 Cherry Valley Lane
Stunning, upgraded 5 BR/3 BA Split
– Riverside’s largest split foyer
model. Beautiful sunroom addition,
remodeled kitchen and lower level
bath, freshly painted interior and
exterior, refinished hardwood floors
on main level, new carpet/ceramic

tile on lower level. Spacious 2-car garage and utility rm/work shop. This
home has it all. 5 minutes to Fort Belvoir, 25 to Pentagon.

Alex./Riverwood $749,900
3801 Riverwood Road

Beautiful Colonial with 2-car
garage in sought-after River-wood.
Meticulously maintained. Newly
remodeled kitchen (2014)
w/granite counters & double oven.
Updated baths, 3 Fpls, freshly
painted interior, refinished hdwd
flrs. Cedar shake roof. 600 sq.ft. of

storage & workshop in bsmt. Extensive landscaping. Shows beautifully.
Blocks to Mt. Vernon Estate and G.W. Pkwy. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir.

Alex./Riverwood $820,000
3716 Carriage House Court
Spectacular 6 BR/3.5 BA Colonial in
Prestigious Waterfront Community of
Riverwood. 4,000+ sq ft of remodeled
living space. Loaded with upgrades,
must see to believe, plus a beautiful In-
Law Suite on main level. Stunning hdwd
floors, light and bright w/great flow –
perfect for entertaining. Quiet, private

w/absolutely incredible landscaping. Classy, spacious and TLC! 5 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town Alex, 25 mins to Ntl Airport. Mt. Vernon’s Finest!

Alex./Eastgate $559,900
4402 Blyth Place

Beautiful 4 BR, 3 BA, 2-level brick
rambler, w/carport & front porch,
remodeled top to bottom – located
in wonderful Mt. Vernon on a cul-
de-sac. Stunning living room, spa-
cious & open, w/wall of Anderson
glass doors & windows opening to
the deck & overlooking the patio

& gorgeous backyard. Over 100k in upgrades & improvements in the
last 5 years. Minutes to Ft. Belvoir & Mt. Vernon Estate. MUST SEE!

Alex./Yacht Haven $649,900
4426 Neptune Drive

Fabulous 4-level updated split
with 2-car garage in prestigious
waterfront community of Yacht
Haven. 4 large spacious bed-
rooms – remodeled kitchen
w/ceramic tile, granite & SS
appliances. Refinished hdwd
floors, freshly painted interior –
3 full updated baths – beautiful

sun room overlooks lovely fenced back yard. Walk to fantastic
marina, club house and pool. Outstanding value in a great community.
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The Gazette

T
he decision has already been delayed before,
but the future of the Lorton landfill will re-
main uncertain as the Board of Supervisors

voted Tuesday to defer the decision to July 29.
Last month, the decision was deferred to Tuesday

after a seven-hour public hearing on the
EnviroSolutions application, which originally sought
to extend the life of the landfill until 2040. On June
16, EnviroSolutions announced it would reduce the
landfill extension until 2032 and lower the height of
the controversial berm from 70 feet to 52 feet.

“EnviroSolutions continues to respond to feedback
on the Fairfax Green Energy Park proposal,” said
Conrad Mehan, director of government relations for
EnviroSolutions. “This proposal provides the county
long-term disposal and recycling capacity for con-
struction debris, reduces greenhouse gas emissions
by more than 3M tons over the life of the project
and fosters renewable energy jobs and technologies
in Fairfax County.”

On Tuesday’s Board of Supervisors meeting, Chair-
man Sharon Bulova motioned to defer the applica-
tion in order for EnviroSolutions and those opposed
to the application to reach a compromise.

“The landfill is important in helping the county to
achieve our efforts to revitalize and redevelop our
aging commercial and industrial areas, such as
Tysons, Merrifield, Springfield and the Richmond
Highway areas by providing a disposal site in close
proximity to these areas,” Bulova said at the meet-
ing.

Bulova set a framework for compromise, which
includes the reduction of the mechanically-stabilized
earthen berm to a maximum height of 20 feet, or
elimination of the berm, a date-certain closure of
2025, and the use of a mixed-waste recycling facil-
ity on Furnace road.

Bulova, along with Planning Commissioner Tim
Sargeant and other community members, was part
of a task force in March that also aimed to find a
compromise.

“I have become concerned that the original appli-
cation goes too far and would have too much of an
impact on the surrounding community,” Bulova said.

Of concern, Bulova said, is the 70-foot berm that
is being proposed to surround the entire landfill.

“I am told that our county staff has never approved
a structure of that size and magnitude. They, and I,

News

Landfill Decision Deferred

The decision on whether to approve an
application extending the life of the
Lorton construction debris landfill, pic-
tured here, has once again been deferred,
this time to July 29.

have concerns for the long-term integrity and liabil-
ity of this structure, especially once the landfill is
closed and absent an operator to ensure regular in-
spections and maintenance in perpetuity,” Bulova
said.

The wind turbines were also contested among
many citizens, mainly because of their potential harm
to bald eagles at nearby Mason Neck State Park.
EnviroSolutions announced on June 16 that instead
of windmills, solar panels will be installed.

The applicant is aware of the framework and will-
ing to work with it, said Frank McDermott, a lawyer
representing EnviroSolutions.

Many homeowners associations, including those
represented in the South County Federation, voiced
their disapproval to the landfill at public hearings in
February and May.

“In response to today’s deferral of SEA2 to be fur-
ther amended by select members of the Board of
Supervisors, the applicant, county staff and repre-
sentatives from the community, we would like to ex-
press our thanks to Chairman Bulova and the Board
of Supervisors for recognizing that this application
has too many liabilities and problems for both the
County and the community to be acceptable,” Nick
Firth, president of the South County Federation,
stated in a press release.

Supervisor Gerry Hyland (D-Mount Vernon) will
also join the compromise group. Hyland expressed
interest in looking back at the 2007 approved appli-
cation, which would require a park to be built at the
closed landfill.

“As we go through this process of trying to negoti-
ate something, I hope that staff looks at that and can
be creative as to how we can possibly recreate this
land as a park,” Hyland said.
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Come join us in Lorton, Virginia on June 20 - 21
Meadowood Recreation Area • 10406 Gunston Road

Friday Preview, 2pm - 7pm • Saturday Adoption, 8am - 4pm
Adoption by First Come, First Served

Directions: From I-95, take exit 163 for Lorton and VA-642. At the end
of the exit, travel East on VA-642 briefly (.4 of a mile if you’re coming
from the North and .2 of a mile if coming from the South). At the light
intersection for Lorton Market St., turn right. There will be a grocery
store and strip mall on your left. At the light intersection for Route 1,
continue on straight ahead. This will put you on Gunston Cove Road,

which changes to Gunston Road/VA-242. In about 2 miles you’ll pass
the main entrance to the Meadowood Recreation Area on your right.
Don’t turn here, rather continue on another half of a mile. You’ll turn
right through a gate onto a dirt drive. If you use Google Maps,
Mapquest, or other GPS, you can use these coordinates as your desti-
nation and it will take you right to the location: 38.670731,-77.190827

Thank you for supporting the Wild Horse and Burro Program since 1971.

Special Thanks to

People

By Ed Simmons, Jr.

The Gazette

H
is first day locked in solitary
confinement, David
Hudgens, 48, serving two-
and-a-half years for four

nonviolent felonies, discovered a Bible
under his mattress.

Confused, raging, he hurled it against
the wall. It fell to the floor of the narrow,
cramped cell.

Three days later, his fury ebbing, with
no one to talk to, nothing else to read, he
picked it up. Looking back, he recalls his
motivation, “I’m going to read this like a
John Grisham novel just to pass the time
… but God had a whole different pur-
pose.”

He found himself identifying with Jo-
seph in the Book of Genesis, whose mis-
fortunes aligned with a destiny serving
God. He realized in his own life, in his
own discovery of the love of the Lord,
“Everything had to happen just like it hap-
pened.”

A Spiritual Beacon Shines after Prison
At Rising Hope, two
ex-offenders embark
on new life journeys.

He read the Bible from cover-to-cover six
times before his release in May 2013. Find-
ing himself next at Kennedy Shelter on Route
1, he saw a church van pull up Sunday morn-
ing. The volunteer driver, Marlon White,
urged him to come to Rising Hope. He’s been
attending ever since.

“My first impulse when I got there was ‘I
am home.’ It was the true Word that they
were bringing, the realness, the openness,
the true compassion for the downtrodden,”
Hudgens said.

Another ex-offender who found a spiritual
home at Rising Hope is Jeff Lisanick, 48, who
served 20 years for drug-related involuntary
manslaughter. Like Hudgens, fresh out of
prison he too was picked up by the Rising

Hope church van at Kennedy Shelter. He
too found himself drawn to the ministry of
the Rev. Keary Kincannon.

“I really like his inclusiveness, his remind-
ing us that the love of God excludes no one.
It’s a very welcoming message, it’s what
people who are struggling need to hear,”
said Lisanick.

Today, both Hudgens and Lisanick find
themselves drawn to helping others.
Hudgens, who discovered he’s a gifted
speaker, is teaching Sunday morning Bible
Study. Lisanick, who also finds himself en-

abled to talk about the Lord, is now the vol-
unteer van driver making the Sunday trip to
Kennedy Shelter.

“I believe when God blesses you, it’s your
responsibility to bless others in return,” said
Lisanick.

At Rising Hope, said Hudgens, the pastor,
congregation and volunteers support “the
true mission of Jesus — to seek and save the
lost.”

Finding success at helping others at Ris-
ing Hope, Hudgens and Lisanick have re-
entered the world building new lives.

Former prisoner in solitary confinement
David Hudgens, left, teaches Bible study on
Sundays.

Jeff Lisanick, who served 20 years in prison, is now a volunteer
driving the church van.
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News

Leon Malik Johnson, 18, of
Pembrook Village Drive, was ar-
rested June 12 and charged with
involuntary manslaughter follow-
ing the death of Kevin Johnson.

At 7:55 p.m. on the evening of
June 9, police officers found two
victims of a shooting. One of the
victims, a 14-year-old, remained in
stable condition. Kevin Johnson,
16, died at the hospital.

According to police, all were in
the home together on Pembrook
Drive when Leon Johnson dis-
charged a gun, hitting Kevin
Johnson and the 14-year-old.

According to Fairfax County Po-
lice, Kevin Johnson and Leon

Johnson are not related. Both were
students at Bryant Alternative
School in Alexandria.

The following incidents were reported by
the Mount Vernon District Police Station.

BURGLARY, 8000 block of Pantano
Place, June 13. A resident reported
someone entered the residence and took
property.

BURGLARY, 7300 block of Rich-
mond Highway, June 14. An employee
reported someone entered the business
and took property.

LARCENIES
8400 block of Madge Lane, purse

from vehicle
3100 block of Sherwood Hall Lane,

purse from business
7900 block of Richmond Highway,

merchandise from business
6300 block of Barrister Place, money

from vehicle
2500 block of Parkers Lane, jewelry

from residence
7300 block of Richmond Highway,

cigarettes from business
3600 block of Audubon Avenue, bi-

cycle from residence

8400 block of Frye Road, merchan-
dise from business

5700 block of Lenore Lane, money
from residence

5800 block of North Kings Highway,
cell phone from business

6800 block of Richmond Highway,
groceries from business

7600 block of Richmond Highway,
credit cards from business

8300 block of Brockham Drive, medi-
cation from residence

6300 Richmond Highway, beer from
business

2200 block of Huntington Avenue,
cell phone from residence

7800 block of Miday Lane, money
from vehicle

6800 block of Richmond Highway,
merchandise from business

8200 block of Riverside Road, jewelry
from residence

2600 block of Woodlawn Trail, items
from vehicle

STOLEN VEHICLES
8300 block of Brockham Drive,

Yamaha motorcycle

Katherine Morrison has been
appointed as interim executive di-
rector of United Community Min-
istries effective July 1 to replace
Shirley Marshall who is leaving the
agency. UCM’s board of directors
has initiated a search for a perma-
nent executive director. Morrison
will serve until that person is hired
later this year.

After 15 years as president and
CEO of The Campagna Center in
Alexandria, Morrison established
Morrison Nonprofit Transitions to
provide professional services to
nonprofit organizations as an in-
terim leader, coach, executive
transition manager and consultant
in fundraising, board assessment,
development and strategic plan-
ning. She earned a B.A. in psychol-
ogy at Duke University and an

M.A. in public administration at
George Washington University.
She is a graduate of Leadership
Washington, Class of 2005.

Last fiscal year, UCM assisted
4,392 families.

Morrison

Leon Johnson Charged with
Involuntary Manslaughter

UCM Board Appoints
Interim Executive Director

Leon Malik Johnson

Crime Report
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To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find  the way.
2. not appreciated or understood.

3. no longer owned or known

Helping
Animals Find
Their Way
Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

gazette@
connection

newspapers.com
or complete our
online form at
mountvernon
gazette.com

Be Part
of The

July
Pet

Connection
Send
Your

Photos
& Stories
Now to

Be sure to include your
name, address and
phone number, and

identify all people and
pets in photos.

Submission deadline
is July 17.

Despite Low Unemployment, Veterans Need Assistance
“Supporting our Region’s Veterans” report
identifies suggestions for improvement.

By Janelle Germanos

The Gazette

A
lthough veterans in Northern Vir-
ginia are more educated than
those nationwide and are less

likely to live below the poverty line and
be unemployed, a new report has found
that individual anecdotes from veterans
in the area demonstrate that there are still
areas that need improvement.

The report, released by the Community
Foundation of Northern Virginia, along
with the United Way of the National Capi-
tal Area and Deloitte Consulting, found
that some veterans face challenges navi-
gating the services available to them.

According to the report, while findings
at the macro-level show veterans in North-
ern Virginia doing much better than those
nationwide, there are still issues at the
micro-level that need to be improved.

KEY FINDINGS found that the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs spends only 10.4
percent on medical care in Northern Vir-
ginia, while they spend 38 percent state-

News

Photo by Janelle Germanos/The Gazette

Eileen Ellsworth, president of the Community
Foundation of Northern Virginia, Justin Obbagy
and Kelly Waldron of Deloitte, and Rosie Allen-
Herring of United Way pose after presenting
“Supporting our Region’s Veterans,” a report
looking at the needs of veterans in the area.

wide. A previous study is
also cited in the report that
says veterans in Northern
Virginia found that mental
health services can be dif-
ficult to access in the re-
gion.

At an event presenting
the report on June 13, Jus-
tin Obbagy of Deloitte Con-
sulting said that many vet-
erans face a stigma with
facing care. The compli-
cated system of services
can often be confusing for
veterans as well.

“The complex array of services can be dif-
ficult to navigate,” he said.

The report cites access, cultural compe-
tency, and stigma as barriers to existing ser-
vices.

Of the 743,000 veterans living in Virginia,
173,000 live in Northern Virginia, and
36,000 of these individuals are veterans of
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Northern Virginia, especially the city of
Alexandria and Prince William and Fairfax

counties, have a higher concentration of fe-
male veterans than found nationwide. Vet-
erans in the region are also mostly white,
more educated and less likely to live in pov-
erty.

Nationwide, veterans between the ages
of 18-34 face an unemployment rate of 13.7
percent, but in northern Virginia the un-
employment rate is 3.7 percent.

From 2012 to 2013, the report states,
homelessness among veterans decreased by
16 percent in Virginia. The report cites a

2010 Virginia Tech survey that says veter-
ans and providers found the high living cost
in Northern Virginia can make it difficult for
veterans to find housing.

The population of veterans in the region
is expected to grow in the next couple of
years, Obbagy said.

Post-traumatic stress disorder continues to
be an issue, as data has found that PTSD
and traumatic brain disorder is more com-
mon among veterans of post 9/11 conflicts.

USING THIS DATA, the Community Foun-
dation, along with other supporters, is issu-
ing a grant to help support better coordina-
tion of services in the area. The Community
Foundation is also giving to military fami-
lies through its membership in the Philan-
thropy-Joining Forces Impact Pledge.

“Northern Virginia is home to one of the
most densely populated veteran communi-
ties in America.  We are investing in an ini-
tiative that supports veterans and their fami-
lies in a very direct way,” said Eileen
Ellsworth, president of the foundation.  “By
partnering with government and nonprofit
organizations and collaborating with funders
in the region, we are fostering relationships
amongst service providers and helping vet-
erans navigate the rich support services
available to them in Northern Virginia.”
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I
n Northern Virginia, affordable housing
means more than human services or help-
ing those who are less fortunate. It means

more than housing the chronically homeless,
although that is not optional.

In Northern Virginia, having enough
affordable housing is critical to eco-
nomic health, based on housing the
workers needed at a variety of income levels.
It is also critical to traffic management. If work-
ers on the lower end of the income scale can’t
afford to work near their jobs, those workers
will have to drive longer distances, creating
gridlock and air pollution.

Consider that in the Washington Metropoli-
tan Region, the established median rent for a
two-bedroom apartment, according to HUD,
is $1,589 monthly. To afford that rent, paying
no more than 30 percent of gross income, re-
quires an income of about $60,000 annually.
And it is obvious that rents in Northern Vir-
ginia are more expensive than the region.

Consider, that right now in Alexandria, there
are more than 8,300 workers in the accom-
modations and food service industry who earn
on average $470 weekly, or less than $25,000
a year. (Employment statistics from Virginia
Employment Commission.)

In Arlington, there are more than 15,400

Opinion

More Affordable Housing Needed
workers in accommodations and food service,
with an average weekly wage of $491, or
$25,500 annually.

In Fairfax County, in food service and accom-
modations, there are more than 48,400 work-
ers with an average wage of $426 weekly or
an annual income of just over $22,000.

These are people working full time in jobs
that are important to our economy who can-

not afford market rate rents, and rents
are climbing.

The George Mason University School
of Public Policy Center for Regional Analysis
forecasts that, based on predicted job growth,
over the next 20 years this region will need an
additional 344,624 single-family units and
203,674 multi-family units.

From the report:
“The region’s new housing must be priced

so that it is affordable to these new workers.
Based on the housing need forecasts, 44.1 per-
cent of rental units will need to have rents of
less than $1,250 a month, while only 2.4 per-
cent of the rental demand will be for units
priced at $2,250 a month or more. About 16.4
percent of the owner-occupied units forecasted
need to be valued at less than $200,000 and
only 13.5 percent at over $600,000.”

For example, the report predicts adding more
than 71,000 health services workers with a
median income of $39,500; more than 45,000
hospitality workers with a median income of
$18,300; and 17,700 retail workers with a me-

dian income of $22,500.
The units to house the current and future

workforce will not materialize on their own.
It will require a variety of incentives and in-
terventions to make sure those units are part
of new development.

As the Silver Line opens, it’s important to
remember that the coming years will bring the
last great boom in building in Fairfax County.
No matter what the immediate impediments,
the local economy cannot thrive unless devel-
oping affordable housing is built into all of
those development plans, current and future.

 —Mary Kimm

Call for Pet Photos
The Pet Gazette, a twice-yearly special edi-

tion, will publish on July 23, and photos and
stories of your pets with your family should
be submitted by July 16. Our favorite pictures
include both pets and humans. Please tell us a
little bit about your pet, identify everyone in
the photo, give a brief description of what is
happening in the photo, and include address
and phone number (we will not publish your
address or phone number, just your town
name). We welcome short stories about how
you got your pet, a noteworthy talent or anec-
dote about your pet, explanations of the bonds
between your family and your pet, plus draw-
ings, paintings or other artwork of your pet.
Email to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.

www.MountVernonGazette.com

@MtVernonGazette
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By Scott A. Surovell

Delegate (D-44)

L
ast week was one of the
most frustrating weeks in
the General Assembly since

my 2009 election.
First, on Sunday afternoon, we

learned that Democratic state Sen.
Phil Puckett from Southwest Vir-
ginia had announced his
resignation to be consid-
ered for a job on the Vir-
ginia Tobacco Commission and
clear the way for a judgeship for

Frustrating: No Medicaid and U.S. 1 Cut
his 33- year-old daughter. This ef-
fectively gave the Virginia State
Senate a Republican majority
(20-19).

On Monday, 21 senators signed
a letter requiring the Senate re-
convene and the Speaker called
the House of Delegates back for
a session on Thursday.

When we arrived in Richmond
on Thursday, we got more
disappointing news. Ap-
parently, the state’s rev-

enue projections for purposes of
building the FY14-15 budget
were off because of incorrect as-

sumptions. The primary problem
was that revenue collections were
up last year because wealthy tax-
payers recognized significant in-
creased income from stock liqui-
dations done in anticipation of in-
creased capital gains tax rates. The
budget experts did not consider
this in preparing this year’s rev-
enue projections.

Secondly, income growth in Vir-
ginia has continued to be flat in
the wake of last fall’s federal gov-
ernment shutdown and reductions
in federal spending due to the se-
questration provisions passed two

years ago. The bottom line is that
our state budget was off by $1.6
billion.

The House Appropriations
Chairman and new Senate Repub-
lican Finance Senate leader
drafted several hundred amend-
ments to cut the budget. The new
budget includes a series of cuts
including reducing nearly $200
million from higher education,
$124 million from K-12 education
(including millions for Fairfax
County), eliminating a 2 percent
pay raise for state employees,
$142 million of cuts in healthcare
and $8 million in cuts for afford-
able housing. It does not fully fund
the need for judges in the state
including needs in Fairfax County.

The budget also continues to
fund some questionable priorities
including $10 million for motion
picture production tax credits and
$400 million for a new General
Assembly building.

Also, they cut the $4 million
amendment Sen. Toddy Puller had
secured to continue the U.S. 1
improvement process. If this holds,
it will delay continued progress on
improvements on U.S. 1 for at
least 12 months at the conclusion
of the current study.

Most importantly, the budget

Letter to the Editor

Enjoy the Show
To the Editor:

Over Memorial Day weekend
the two eggs hatched in our
osprey nest and the chicks are
growing fast. Their father brings
fresh fish to the nest daily. The
chicks will be flying by early July.
Enjoy the show at
www.littlehuntingcreek.org/
ospreycam.html

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

See Medicaid, page 11

Anticipated job growth
to exacerbate problem.

Editorials

Commentary
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From Page 10

No Medicaid, U.S. 1 Cut
does not expand Medicaid as allowed un-
der the federal Affordable Care Act. This
will deny healthcare to 400,000 people
statewide and about 7,000 people right here
in the 44th District — in your community.

The legislature approved this “new” bud-
get along party lines 69-31 in the House
and 21-18 in the Senate. I voted “no.” I can-
not support a budget that denies healthcare
to thousands of families right here in our
community at no cost to Virginia taxpay-
ers, forgoes jobs and causes Virginians to
subsidize healthcare in other states.

A meeting I attended this week vividly
illustrates the effect on our community. On
Monday, I met with the Alexandria Neigh-
borhood Health Services, Inc. They are pre-
paring to open a full service clinic that will
employee 100 people providing healthcare
services to low-income customers on U.S.
1 right across the street from Beacon Mall.
Their existing care is underwritten by fed-
eral grants. Medicaid expansion would have

brought them approximately $900,000 per
year of new funding and all of the new jobs
that would come with that — 30,000 jobs
statewide.

Expansion would also free up $180 mil-
lion of Virginia taxpayer money per bien-
nium to fund other priorities like secondary
education.

Also, the Affordable Care Act included
several new taxes which Virginians are al-
ready paying. Expanding Medicaid would
ensure that Virginia’s federal taxpayer dol-
lars return to Virginia instead of going to
other states like New Jersey, Ohio or Ari-
zona.

This week, Governor McAuliffe is trying
to decide whether to sign the budget, veto
it or do a line item veto. Stay tuned because
the battle is not over yet. This week, I and
approximately a dozen other legislators
urged him to use a veto or a line item veto.

If you have any feedback for me, feel free
to send me a note at
scottsurovell@gmail.com. It is an honor to
serve as your delegate.

By Linda T. “Toddy” Puller

State Senator (D-36)

2
014 has been a contentious year so
far, with “the Virginia Way” looking
more like an endangered species

every day. On June 11, just before midnight,
the Senate Chamber passed a budget and
the House of Delegates passed our version
minutes later. I am grateful that we have
avoided a shut down and our localities and
state employees will no longer
worry about paying their bills after
July 1. We were informed by Sec-
retary of Finance Ric Brown that with a
newly estimated budget shortfall of about
$1.6 billion, we needed to pass a budget
before June 30 to be able to tap into the
“rainy day fund” and avoid draconian cuts
to the budget. To see the final budget, visit:
h t tp :// leg2 . s ta te . va .us/WebData/
14amend5002.nsf/SenHB+List?OpenForm

However, the manner in which the bud-
get was finally passed makes me frustrated.
The Republicans kept shouting that they
wanted “a clean budget” “voted up or down”
with “no tricks.” Calling us to Richmond
with 48 hours notice and then keeping half
the Senate chamber waiting for five hours
while they argued about how severe a floor
amendment they should offer doesn’t pass
the smell test for any of their goals.

I am pleased that, while hard choices had
to be made, we did not sacrifice our com-
mitment to our veterans. Funding for my
bill, SB 481, to help more spouses and chil-
dren of killed or 100 percent disabled sol-
diers get the college education they need
will go forward, as will appropriations for
the Wounded Warrior Project and the Lewis
B. Puller, Jr. Veterans Benefits Clinic. We will
continue to make Virginia the best place for

A Contentious Year
Opinion

veterans and their families.
The fight to cover 400,000 of our fellow

Virginians in need of health insurance and
provide up to 30,000 jobs will continue. As
Sen. Chap Petersen said, “We are actually
increasing taxes on our citizens by reject-
ing $2 billion in federal money. Stupidest
thing I ever heard of.”

This summer will take me to Richmond
several times for meetings including for new
commission and study assignments, includ-

ing the Joint Subcommittee to
Study Mental Health Services in the
21st Century, the Governor’s Com-

mission on Military Instillations & Defense
Activities, the Joint Committee to Study
Staffing Levels & Employment Conditions
at the Department of Corrections, the Joint
Commission on Health Care and the Board
of Veteran Services. I usually get legislative
ideas from these study commissions.

I will also spend time this summer work-
ing on the Route 1 Multimodal Alternatives
Analysis Study Executive Committee. We
are working through all the transportation
options and analyzing the needs of the busi-
nesses and families along the Route 1 Cor-
ridor. If you have ideas, please visit our
website to share: http://
route1multimodalaa.com/share-your-
ideas/ There will be a public meeting this
fall the date and location will be posted on
the website.

I will be traveling around the district
meeting with people and finding out what
they are interested in or concerned about
for the next year. As always, if you are a
constituent having difficulty with a state
agency, please do not hesitate to contact my
office for assistance. I can be reached by
email: district36@senate.virginia.gov or by
phone: 703-765-1150.

Commentary
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit. Through Friday, June 20,

see Alexandria artist Joan Ulrich’s
ceramics are on display in “Process as
Inspiration: New Work” at the
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Galleries and studios
are open Wednesday-Saturday, 11
a.m.-6 p.m. and Sundays noon-5 p.m.
Meet the artist Sunday, June 8, 3-5
p.m. Visit www.joanulrich.com.

Art Exhibit. Through June 22, “Words
and Letters” in the Athenaeum

gallery, 201 Prince St. This
multimedia show from regional
artists uses text as a component of
visual art. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Photography Exhibit. “Threesomes,”
photography by Maureen Minehan in
sets of three standalone images. On
display in the Multiple Exposures
Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105
North Union St., Alexandria, May 13-
June 22. Open daily 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
except Thursday, 2-8 p.m. Opening
reception Sunday, June 1, 2-4 p.m.

Art Exhibit. “Women Legends of
Alexandria: 2007-2013” art exhibit
will be on display at Prudential
PenFed Realty, 300 N. Washington
St., suite 100. The exhibit will
showcase portraits from the Living
Legends of Alexandria project with
selected works from the Del Ray
Artisans. Show runs through June 27.
Hours are Mondays-Fridays 9 a.m.-5

p.m. Visit www.thedelrayartisans.org
for more.

Art Exhibit. “Printed Painted Potted,”
Avis Fleming’s show of etchings,
lithographs, monotypes, paintings
and ceramics features landscapes and
birds, people and dogs. Through June
30 at Printmakers Inc., Studio #325
in Alexandria’s Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St. Open daily
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Call 703-683-1342.

Beyond the Battlefield Exhibition.
Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
and Sunday 1-4 p.m. through June
30. Lee-Fendall House, 614 Oronoco
St. Part of the commemoration of the
150th anniversary of the Civil War,
the House features a new exhibit on
Civil War medical care with a
hospital room setup. $3. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789 for more.

Photography Exhibit. Daily 11 a.m.-5

p.m., Thursdays 2-9 p.m. June 24-
Aug. 3. Multiple Exposures Gallery,
Torpedo Factory Art Center #312,
105 N. Union St. “Frozen Music,” a
photography exhibit featuring new
works by Alan Sislen. Call 703-838-
4565 for more.

Water. Through Aug. 3., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
at Studio 18 of the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 North Union St.
Artists derive inspiration from water,
the sea. lakes, rivers, taps, clouds,
rain, snow, ice, the elemental liquids
of life. Free. Call 703-838-4565 or
visit www.torpedofactory.org for
more.

Historical Exhibit. Through August at
the Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. “Sit Down
and Take a Stand” commemorates
the 1939 library sit-in of five African
American men and its mastermind,
Samuel Tucker. One of the earliest

occasions of individuals using the sit-
in as an act of civil disobedience in
the modern civil rights movement.
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call 703-746-4356.

Blue Star Museums. More than 2,000
museums across America offer free
admission to military personnel and
their families this summer through
Sept. 1. A complete list of museums
is available at http://arts.gov/
national/blue-star-museums. The
museums in Alexandria participating
in the program are Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, the Lee-Fendall House
Museum and Garden and Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum.

Doggy Happy Hours. 5-8 p.m. at
Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Thursdays
during the summer. Free, drinks sold
separately. Treats and water for dogs,
with pet boutique and service

Entertainment

Calendar

T
he year was 1975, when gas was
$.57 a gallon, the top-selling car
was the Oldsmobile Cutlass and

The Captain and Tennille’s “Love Will Keep
Us Together” topped the Billboard charts.
It was also the year that 16 Alexandria resi-
dents got together to form the group known
today as The Alexandria Singers.
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The Alexandria Singers, a high energy “Glee”-style show choir, will perform their “Road Trip”-themed spring concert June 20 and 21 at the First
Baptist Church of Alexandria. For tickets or more information visit www.AlexandriaSingers.com.

The Sound of Music
Alexandria Singers to
present ‘Road Trip’
concert June 20, 21.

Over the decades, the group has grown
to include 60 men and women of all ages
and backgrounds. With their unique show-
style combination of music and choreogra-
phy — think “Glee” without the teenage
angst, they have entertained audiences from
the Kennedy Center, Verizon Center, DAR
Constitution Hall and the White House. On
June 20 and 21, they return home to cel-
ebrate the great American road trip in their
annual spring concert at the First Baptist
Church of Alexandria.

Director Bill Colosimo and choreographer
Karen Ready conceptualized the theme
“Road Trip” based on the vast array of mu-

sic that could be incorporated into one of
their trademark toe-tapping performances.
Songs and styles range from Disney clas-
sics to upbeat 60s jazz and rock & roll as a
slate of choreographed numbers weave to-
gether musical selections based on the “road
trip” theme.

Known over the years for their commit-
ment to the Alexandria community through
performances at local shopping malls, se-
nior centers and community shelters, the
group will be making a road trip of their
own next summer as they travel to Salzburg,
Austria, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of
“The Sound of Music.”

Slated for June of 2015, the trip will also
serve to commemorate the organization’s
40th anniversary. As part of the celebration,
The Alexandria Singers will join with cho-

ruses from around the world in singing
songs from the “The Sound of Music” in the
settings where the musical numbers in the
Academy Award-winning movie were
filmed.

— Jeanne Theismann

Prepare to get your kicks on Route 66 and
destinations unknown as The Alexandria
Singers present a musical road trip June 20
(7:30 p.m.) and 21 (2:30 and 7:30 p.m.) at
the First Baptist Church of Alexandria, 2932
King St. Tickets are $25 for reserved seats,
$20 general admission, $15 discount admis-
sion (Group/Student/Senior/Military), $5
children under 6. Tickets may be purchased
online at http://shop.alexandriasingers.com.
Visit www.AlexandriaSingers.com or
www.facebook.com/AlexandriaSingers.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Please be advised that a brief fireworks display will take
place as part of a private event at George Washington’s

Mount Vernon on the following date:

Friday, June 20,
between 9:30 p.m. and 9:45 p.m. (5 minutes)

The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association thanks you for your tolerance
and apologizes for any disruption. To receive Mount Vernon fireworks

notifications via e-mail, write to Events@MountVernon.org

LIVE ON 25+ ACRES JUST SOUTH OF OLD TOWN!

Compass Real Estate
We’ll point you in the right direction!

Located in Alexandria, Virginia
� 703-310-7880 • E-mail: info@compassrealestate.pro

6631 Wakefield Drive – Unit 820: WHY RENT when you can move right in to this one
bedroom condo, living room/dining room with picture window. Great closet space
including two walk-in closets, newly painted, ceiling fans and plush carpeting throughout.
Make it yours at only $169,900. Open by appointment.

Resort-like living on 26 acres! Landscaped gardens,
large pool with cabana, tennis courts, picnic grove,
garden plots, exercise room, etc. Enjoy Mount Vernon
trail, shopping nearby; commuter bus to METRO. Of
course, lots of parking. Condo fee includes all utili-
ties! Approved for both FHA & VA financing.
6621 Wakefield Drive – Unit 215: Enjoy breakfast on your
balcony! Spacious one bedroom condo with picture windows,
well-appointed kitchen and bath, great closet space (including
walk-in). Vacant and ready for you. Asking $184,000. Don’t
miss out! Open Sunday, June 22, 2 to 4 p.m. View from balcony

vendors. Portions of proceeds benefit
People. Animals. Love. Visit
www.Monaco-Alexandria.com/
alexandria-hotel/doggy-happy-
hour.html.

New Exhibit. Mount Vernon invites
visitors to explore George
Washington’s design for the grounds
of his estate, through a new
exhibition, “Gardens & Groves:
George Washington’s Landscape” at
Mount Vernon through Jan. 12,
2016. Gardens & Groves is the first
museum exhibition to focus
specifically on Washington’s
landmark achievements as a
landscape designer combining rarely-
seen original documents, artwork,
and books with period garden tools,
landscape photography, and a scale
model of the Mount Vernon estate.
Included in admission $18/adult;
$17/senior citizen; $9/child age 6-
11; children under 5 are free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Classic cars, hot rods, exotic cars,
motorcycles and more meet to share
car stories and drink coffee. Group
meets the first Sunday of every
month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Songwriter’s Showcase. Every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at The Old Town
Theater, 815 1/2 King St. Features a
different Songwriter’s Association of
Washington artist each week. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com for
tickets.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria - a $26
added value. Visit
www.PresPassport.Monticello.org for
more.

Singing. 7:30-10 p.m. at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 13421 Twin Lakes
Drive, Clifton. The Fairfax Jubil-Aires
rehearse every Wednesday which
includes training by an award-
winning director. Visit
www.fairfaxjubilaires.org for more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon to 5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road,,
Alexandria. An anniversary exhibit of
objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Summer Aquatics Classes. For

youth and adults, including
swimming lessons, aqua aerobics,
Lifeguard Training, Swim Team
Fundamentals and 2013 Gold
Division Champions Wahoos Youth
Swim Team. Register online at
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation or
in person at the Registration and
Reservations Office, 1108 Jefferson
St. Contact Claudia Spencer at 703-
74605414 or
claudia.spencer@alexandriava.gov.

History Camp. The Lyceum,
Alexandria’s History Museum, is now
registering for a camp for children
ages 5-7. The camp runs Tuesday,
July 29-Thursday, July 31, 9 a.m.-
noon at the Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Clio’s Kids Mini-
Camp engages children in American
history and life in historic Alexandria
through artifacts, storytelling,
singing, crafts, old-fashioned games
and visits to nearby historic places.

Cost is $105, which includes snacks
and souvenirs. Advance registration
is required. Call 703-746-4994 or
visit www.alexandriahistory.org.

Youth Summer Classes. Beginning
Monday, July 7, Metropolitan School
of the Arts offers pre-professional
summer dance, music theater and
acting camps, as well as a wide
variety of youth summer camps
where students can explore and learn
many facets of the performing and
visual arts. Visit,
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Metro Club After-School Program.
Through June, the Metropolitan
School of Arts presents an after-
school program for grades 1-6. The
program is located at both the Lorton
studio at Workhouse Arts Center,
9517 Workhouse Way and in
Alexandria at 5775 Barclay Drive.
Programs will focus on the arts,
including music, dance, theatre, yoga
and academics, as well as designated
homework time. The program will
run Mondays, 1-6 p.m., and Tuesday-
Friday, 3-6 p.m. Tuition runs from
$130-150. Call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
a schedule.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Theater Camp. Mount Vernon
Community Children’s Theatre will
hold sessions starting June 30 to Aug.
22. There are two-week sessions with
morning, afternoon or all day
sessions, and one-week sessions that
go all day. Visit www.mvcct.org to
register.

Stop Motion Animation and
Cartooning. Aug. 18-21. 10 a.m.-
noon and 1-3 p.m. for ages 8-12. Art
at the Center, 2804 Sherwood Hall
Lane. $140 for cartooning and $150
for stop-motion animation taught by
Christine Stoddard. Visit
www.artatthecenter.org/
classessummer14.htm for more.

Grown-Ups Art Camp. Monday, June
30-Friday, July 11. Times vary by

class. Del Ray Artisans gallery at the
Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Workshops and
events include playing with resin,
paper marbling, creating a mosaic or
paper masterpiece, and learning how
to tango. Gallery is accessible. $10-
$90. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GUAC
or contact Tracy Wilkerson at
GUAC@TheDelRayArtisans.org.

THURSDAY/JUNE 19
Live Music. 6-8 p.m. at Magnolia

Terrace at the Carlyle House, 121 N
Fairfax St. A part of the War of 1812
Bicentennial Commemoration. Scales
and Crosstones will perform
traditional Celtic music and sea
shanties. Free. Call 703-549-2997 or
email carlyle@nvrpa.org for more.

Fundraiser Gala. 7 p.m. at The
Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle St. “A
Night Among the Stars” at the
Fostering the Future Gala. $75+,
buffet and drinks included. All
proceeds benefit The Fund for
Alexandria’s Child. Visit
www.stargala.eventbrite.com or
www.alexandriava.gov/
thefundforalexchild for tickets.
Contact 703-746-5663 or email
thefundforalexchild@alexandriava.gov.
Attire is Hollywood glamorous, black
tie optional.

Confederates in Ivy Hill Cemetery.
7:30 p.m. Lloyd House, 220 North
Washington St. This lecture will
explore the stories of several famous
confederates and others buried at
Alexandria’s Ivy Hill Cemetery.
Presented by Don Hakenson. Free.
Visit www.historicalexandria.org or
call 703-746-4554.

FRIDAY/JUNE 20
Live Music. 8 p.m. at The Old Town

Theater, 815 1/2 King St. Lauren
Mitchell and her band perform a
combination of blues and soul. $12-
$20. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com for
more.

Comedy Improv. 8 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Retrosessionists improv group will
take suggestions and turn them into
scenes and games. Cash bar opens at
7:30 p.m. $10. Call 703-548-0035 or
visit www.nvfaa.org for more.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/JUNE 20-21
Alexandria Singers Spring

Concert. 7:30 p.m. Friday; 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday. First Baptist
Church of Alexandria, 2932 King St.

Entertainment

Farmers Markets

Mount Vernon Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon, Wednesdays, May 7-Dec.
17. Fresh local food, artisan crafts. Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall
Lane. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
mtvernonmkt.htm for more.

Kingstowne Farmers Market. 4-7 p.m., Fridays, May 2-Oct. 31. Giant
parking lot, 5955 Kingstowne Towne Center, Alexandria. Products include
fresh organic honey, pies and rolls. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/kingstownemkt.htm for more.

Old Town Farmers Market. 7 a.m.-noon, Saturdays year round. Local
farmers and artists have been selling products there since 1753. Located at
Market Square, 301 King St. Call 703-746-3200 or email
oldtownfarmersmarket@alexandriava.gov.

Del Ray Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon, Saturdays year round. Features
fresh vegetables and fruits in season, meats, eggs, fresh pasta and sauces,
Amish cheese, yogurt, bakery goods and more. Located at the corner of
East Oxford and Mount Vernon avenues. Contact
pmiller1806@comcast.net for more.

Four Mile Run Farmers & Artisans Market. 9 a.m.-1 p.m, Sundays
through November. Brings fresh nutritious foods to people of all income
levels. Located at the entrance to Four Mile Run Park at 4109 Mount
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Visit www.4mrmarket.org/ for more.

West End Farmers Market. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sundays from May-
November. Fresh, locally grown, in-season vegetables as well as sweet juicy
berries, apples, pears, and seasonal peaches. Vendors also sell fresh-
squeezed orange juice, fresh-baked pastries, gourmet cheeses and more.
Located at Ben Brenman Park, 4800 Brenman Park Drive, Alexandria. Visit
www.westendfarmersmarket.org/#FarmersMarket for more.
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Mount Vernon Antiques Center
8101 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

www.getteak.com

Extendable Table and 6 Stackable Chairs
$1,500

Smaller Tables and Chairs Available

Outdoor Teak Furniture
Highest Possible Quality • Lowest Possible Prices

Compare and Save 50%

Exp. 6/30/14

For a free digital subscription to one or all of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know – get your paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

The Alexandria Singers perform their
spring concert, “Road Trip.” Tickets
$15-$25, children under 6 $5. Visit
alexandriasingers.com for more.

SATURDAY/JUNE 21
Hands on History Tent: War of

1812. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 North Fairfax St.
Pick a side: Privateer or Pirate, but
beware the consequences, for your
choice may put you on the wrong
side of the war effort and cost
America her freedom. Learn why
while enjoying activities for all ages:
candle dipping, flag making,
archaeology puzzles, boat building,
and more. Ages 3-12. Free admission,
Sailboat Craft $8. Visit
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-
549-2997.

3rd Annual Alexandria’s Food &
Wine Festival. Noon-5 p.m. Old
Town Alexandria’s Carlyle District.
Promotes local businesses and the
benefits of living, working, and
playing in the carlyle district. Free to
attend, $20 tickets need for food and
wine tastings. http://
alexandriafoodandwine.com.

Night of the Templar. 6 p.m. at The
Old Town Theater, 815 1/2 King St.
Premiere screening of an indie film
weaving together murder, mystery,
horror, drama, suspense and more.
Features Norman Reedus of “The
Walking Dead” and other stars. $75.
Visit www.theoldtowntheater.com.

Live music. 7 p.m. St. Aidan’s
Episcopal Church, 8531 Riverside
Road. Focus Music in Mount Vernon
presents the folk/Celtic/jazz duo
Acoustic Eidolon, with special guest
Nicole Belanus. Tickets $15-$18.
Discounts available for Focus
members. Visit www.focusmusic.org,
or contact Herb Cooper-Levy at 703-
380-3151 or herb@focusmusic.org.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 21-23
Live Music. 7:30 at the Birchmere,

3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Cindy
Alexander performs, opens for The
Bacon Brothers. Visit
www.cindyalexander.com or
www.birchmere.com for more.

SUNDAY/JUNE 22
Civil War Sunday. 1-5 p.m.

Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St. #327. See an
original May 26, 1861, edition of The
New-York Tribune detailing Colonel
Elmer Ellsworth’s death in
Alexandria, a Peeps diorama
illustrating Ellsworth’s death, a
TimeTravelers Passport exhibit
featuring the Civil War drummer boy,
a diorama of a heating system
constructed in Alexandria to warm
Civil War hospital tents during the
winter of 1861, a cocked and loaded
Wickham musket discarded in a privy
during the 1860s, and an exhibit on a
Lee Street archaeological site during
the Civil War. Free admission. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or
call 703-746-4399.

Presidential Salon. 3-4:30 p.m. Main
Dining Room, Gadsby’s Tavern
Restaurant, 134 North Royal St.
President James Madison discusses
unfolding events in the context of his
own time, 1814. $10-$15. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or call
703.746.4242 for more information
or to purchase tickets.

Lyceum Summer Chamber Series.
3 p.m. The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Piano trios perform
Beethoven and Schubert. Free,
donations accepted at the door. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org or call 703-
799-8229 for more.

MONDAY/JUNE 23
Blues Benefit. All day. King Street

Blues, 112 N. St. Asaph St. Raise
funds to support ongoing activities

and archaeological work in the city of
Alexandria. Free admission. Call 703-
836-8800 or 703-746-4399.

Piano Trios. 3 p.m. The Lyceum, 201
S. Washington St., Alexandria. The
Chamber series continues to provide
stimulating and diverse classical
music in an intimate setting. Free,
donations welcomed. For more, visit
www.wmpamusic.org.

Herbal Medicine Workshops. 7-8
p.m. at the Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 South
Fairfax St. A series of workshops,
“Herbal Medicine and Stress: Past
and Present.” Professional
therapeutic herbalist Lin Porter
teaches how herbs were and still are
used to relieve stress-related
symptoms while exploring practical
options for controlling stress in
modern life. $8 per person,
reservations required. Visit http://
shop.alexandriava.gov or call 703-
746-3852.

Ballroom Dancing. 7-9 p.m.The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Learn the
foxtrot, waltz, tango, swing, salsa,
merengue, rumba, cha-cha and
samba. Come with or without a
partner. $15. Call 703-548-0035 or
visit www.nvfaa.org for more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. The Bacon Brothers
perform. $39.50. Visit http://
baconbros.com or
www.Birchmere.com for more.

Old Town Days: Celebrity
Impersonators Showcase. 7:30
p.m. The Old Town Theater, 815 1/2
King St. A 90 minute review of the
world’s top female legends with a Las
Vegas/Atlantic City feel featuring
impersonations of Tina Turner,
Beyonce and more. $20-$30. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com for
more.

MONDAY-TUESDAY/JUNE 23-24
Open House for the Public Art

Master Plan. Monday, 6-8 p.m. at
the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
St. Tuesday, noon-2 p.m at the
Beatley Branch Library, 5005 Duke
St. The City of Alexandria invites the
public to attend an informal Open
House for the Public Art Master Plan.
Contact Diane Ruggiero at 703 746-
5590 or
diane.ruggiero@alexandriava.gov.

TUESDAY/JUNE 24
Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the

Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Joe Henry. $25. Visit
www.joehenrylovesyoumadly.com,
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 25
Author Discussion. 7:30 p.m. at the

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. The
Alexandria Historical Society will
host authors Char McCargo Bah,
Christa Watters, Audrey P. Davis,
Gwendolyn Brown-Henderson and
James E. Henson Sr. who will discuss
their book “African Americans of
Alexandria, Virginia: Beacons of
Light in the Twentieth Century.” Visit
www.alexandriahistorical.org.

WEDNESDAYS/JUNE 25-AUG. 27
Cool Yoga. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Del Ray,

1900 Mt. Vernon Ave. Outdoor yoga
classes. Free. Call Maureen Clyne at
703-967-8884 or visit
www.prasadayoga.com for more.

THURSDAY/JUNE 26
Live Music. 6-8 p.m. at Magnolia

Terrace at the Carlyle House, 121 N
Fairfax St. A part of the War of 1812
Bicentennial Commemoration. The
Ship’s Company Chanteymen will
perform sailor songs from the 18th
and 19th centuries. Free. Call 703-

549-2997 or email carlyle@nvrpa.org
for more.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/JUNE 26-28
Chamber Dance Project. 7:30 p.m.

Thursday-Friday; 2 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. Saturday. The John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, 2700
F Street NW, Washington, D.C.
Mount Vernon resident Diane Coburn
Bruning, Arts Council of Fairfax
County and Arts Commission of
Virginia award-winning
choreographer, and her Chamber
Dance Project will be performing
“Contemporary Ballet with an Edge.”
Tickets $40-$50. Visit kennedy-
center.org or call 202-467-4600.

FRIDAY/JUNE 27
Live Music. 8 p.m. at The Old Town

Theater, 815 1/2 King St. Blues
guitar player and singer Bob
Margolin performs original music.
$14-$20. Visit www.theoldtown
theater.com for more.

SATURDAY/JUNE 28
Alexandria Archaeology’s Family

Dig Days. 1:30-3 p.m. Alexandria
Archaeology Museum, 105 N. Union
St., #327. Help archaeologists screen
excavated soil from a real dig on the
grounds of the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial. Space is
limited and reservations are required.
All necessary equipment will be
provided. $5 per person. Contact
archaeology@alexandriava.gov to
register, or call 703-746-4399.

SUNDAY/JUNE 29
Photography Reception. 2-4 p.m.

Multiple Exposures Gallery, Torpedo
Factory Art Center #312, 105 N.
Union St. The opening reception for
“Frozen Music,” a photography
exhibit featuring new works by Alan
Sislen. Call 703-838-4565 for more.

Lyceum Summer Chamber Series.
3 p.m. The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Violinist and pianist
perform Beethoven. Free, donations
accepted at the door. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org or call 703-
799-8229 for more.

Anita King. 4 p.m. Meade Memorial
Episcopal Church, 322 North Alfred
St. Anita King and her jazz quartet.
$15, parking is free. Call 703-549-
1334 or email
jazzatmeade@meadechurch.org.

Art Reception. 4-6 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Mixed
media artist Francie Hester opens her
gallery featuring pieces that draw
from the ordering principles of
mathematics and science. Exhibition
continues through Aug. 3. Call 703-
548-0035 or visit www.nvfaa.org.

MONDAY/JUNE 30
History Lecture. 7 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Learn
how to distinguish between “the
good, the bad and the ugly” of
historical films and TV shows from
“Gladiator” to “Cleopatra.” Call 703-
548-0035 or visit www.nvfaa.org for
more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Andrew Ripp and
Brendan James will open for Andy
Grammer. $20. Visit
www.andrewripp.com,
www.brendanjames.com, or
www.Birchmere.com for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 3
Live Music. 6-9 p.m. Mount Vernon

Inn restaurant, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. The Kevin Kline
Band performs covers of many
familiar Billy Joel, Elton John and
Bruce Hornsby tunes. Free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/Inn for more.

Entertainment
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Lyceum Summer Chamber Series. 7:30 p.m.
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. The
Kalorama trio performs. Free, donations
accepted at the door. Visit www.wmpamusic.org
or call 703-799-8229 for more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. Delbert McClinton performs.
Rescheduled from April 25; tickets honored and
refunds available at place of purchase. $45. Visit
www.delbert.com, www.birchmere.com or call
703-549-7500.

FRIDAY/JULY 4
Independence Day Event. 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

George Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway. Features
fireworks, naturalization ceremony for 100 new
citizens, military reenactments, wreathlaying
ceremony, and birthday cake (while supplies
last.) Events included in Mount Vernon ticket
price. Tickets $8-$17. Visit mountvernon.org.

SATURDAY/JULY 5
Burlesque-a-pades Star Spangled Revue.

7:30 p.m. The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.
The Pontani Sisters perform a patriotic
burlesque and variety revue. $29.50. Call 703-
549-7500 or visit www.birchmere.com for more.

SUNDAY/JULY 6
Lyceum Summer Chamber Series. 3 p.m. The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. The Rusticway
Chamber Ensemble performs. Free, donations
accepted at the door. Visit www.wmpamusic.org
or call 703-799-8229 for more.

MONDAY/JULY 7
Ballroom Dancing. 7-9 p.m.The Athenaeum, 201

Prince St. Learn the foxtrot, waltz, tango, swing,
salsa, merengue, rumba, cha-cha and samba.
Come with or without a partner. $15. Call 703-
548-0035 or visit www.nvfaa.org for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 9
Live Music. 7:30 at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount

Vernon Ave. Leela James performs. $35. Visit
www.leelajames.com/ or www.birchmere.com.

THURSDAY/JULY 10
Live Music. 7:30 p.m. in the Music Hall at the

Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria
Pokey Lafarge. $20. Visit www.pokeylafarge.net
or www.Birchmere.com for more.

SATURDAY/JULY 12
Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in

Colasanto Park, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Local
artists will perform. Browse artwork by local
artists and more. Visit www.TheDelRay
Artisans.org/ArtMarket for more.

USA & Alexandria Birthday Celebration.
7:30-10 p.m. at Oronoco Bay Park, 100 Madison
St., Alexandria. Enjoy a concert by the
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra, birthday cake,
food and fireworks. The evening culminates in
Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture.” Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov for more.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/JULY 12-13
Fort Ward Civil War Reenactment. Saturday

10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Fort
Ward Museum and Historic Site, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. Reenactment weekend will
commemorate the 150th anniversary of the
Battle of Fort Stevens, the only battle fought in
the Defenses of Washington. Suggested donation
$2 adults, $5 families. Call 703-746-4848 or
visit www.AlexandriaVA.gov/FortWard.

SUNDAY/JULY 13
Lyceum Summer Chamber Series. 3 p.m. The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Synergy, a group
composed of a flutist, clarinetist, oboist and
pianist perform. Free, donations accepted at the
door. Visit www.wmpamusic.org or call 703-
799-8229 for more.

Entertainment
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News

Multiple Strategies Address Homelessness
From Page 3

ginia forever. That’s why the Arlington
County Board started requiring developers
to set aside at least 10 percent of their floor
space for affordable housing. Developers
sued, and the program was declared uncon-
stitutional.

“The way Northern Virginia jurisdictions
have gotten around this is by creating con-
ditions for redevelopment,” said Krocker
“So if you come in for a rezoning, there are
expectations that you will address certain
community benefits, affordable housing
being one of them.”

The boom and bust of the housing mar-
ket set the stage for the patchwork of ap-
proaches taken by jurisdictions in Northern
Virginia, where elected officials and gov-
ernment leaders have taken a variety of
strategies to work against losing its racial
and ethnic diversity. Nowhere has the shift
been more dramatic than Fairfax County.
At the height of the bubble in 2005, mem-
bers of the Board of Supervisors created a
dedicated source of revenue for affordable
housing — one penny out of the tax rate,
essentially setting aside about $20 million
every year. But when the market came
crashing down, they slashed the program
in half to balance the budget. Critics say
elected officials in Fairfax chose to priori-
tize redeveloping Tysons Corner over pre-
serving affordable housing.

“The politics is huge,” said Mel Jones,
research associate at the Virginia Center for
Housing Research at Virginia Tech. “If you
can’t get the politics behind doing this stuff,
it’s not going to happen.”

DEDICATED SOURCES of revenue have
been a controversial tool for raising money
to preserve affordable housing. In May
2005, members of the Alexandria City
Council passed an ordinance dedicating one
cent of the property tax value to develop
and preserve affordable housing in the city.
Since that time, the political will to main-
tain that funding has been steadily dimin-
ishing. Council members voted to reduce
the dedicated source of funding to 0.7 cents
in 2009, and then sliced it again to 0.6 cents
in 2008. Last year, City Manager Rashad
Young removed it altogether when the bud-
get was adopted although several council
members later said they didn’t know that

was part of the final budget agreement.
“It was not an accidental thing in my opin-

ion,” said Smedberg, who has argued
against using a dedicated source of fund-
ing. “People need to start paying attention
and listening.”

Council members later went
back and added the dedicated
source of funding back, restor-
ing the 0.6 cents out of the tax
rate for affordable housing. A
few months later, the city man-
ager found himself in the
midst of yet another firestorm
over affordable housing, this
time when he waived a $1 mil-
lion contribution to the Afford-
able Housing Trust Fund to
lure the National Science
Foundation from Arlington.
City Council members later
said they didn’t know the in-
centive was part of the pack-
age until it was too late.

“It was my oversight,” said
Deputy City Manager Mark
Jinks. “I take full responsibil-
ity.”

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY
for affordable housing has
been a risky proposition in re-
cent years. Since the global
economic crisis brought home
values crashing down in most
of Northern Virginia, the po-
litical will to fund affordable
housing programs has steadily
diminished. When budgets got
tight in Fairfax and Alexan-
dria, leaders in both commu-

nities cut back on their dedicated source of
revenue for affordable housing. And some
elected officials in Alexandria are still call-
ing for an end to setting aside any portion
of the tax rate for affordable housing or any
other priority. Advocates for affordable

housing say that would undermine the con-
cept of having a trust fund in the first place.

“If we commit an ongoing revenue source,
then we can be creative and consistent in
addressing those needs and it just fits bet-
ter with how development happens,” said

Mary Brooks, director of the Cen-
ter for Community Change. “And
to have a consistent and reliable
source of revenue enables the de-
velopment community to be
smarter about how they invest
that.”

Many affordable housing advo-
cates in Northern Virginia see Ar-
lington as a model that other lo-
cal governments should emulate.
Despite that fact that Arlington
does not have a dedicated source
of revenue for affordable hous-
ing, elected leaders there have
shown a consistent willingness to
invest in the Affordable Housing
Investment Fund. Last week,
County Manager Barbara
Donnellan identified several
county-owned parcels that could
be considered for future afford-
able housing and public school
developments within the next
several years.

“Their political leadership has
identified that as a strong prior-
ity just like the leadership in Al-
exandria has identified building
a Metro station at Potomac Yard
as a strong priority,” said Krocker.
“The main answer is money, but
the money flows from the priori-
ties of the leadership and the vi-
sion of the leaders.”

Patchwork of Approaches
❖ The City of Alexandria has the Housing Opportunities Fund, which

was created in 1992 and is administered by the Office of Housing. Most
of the fund comes from developer contributions, although it also includes
some money from the city’s general fund as well as federal funds from
the HOME Investment Partnership Program of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development. City officials estimate that the fund
will receive $3.1 million in developer contributions over the next three
years, which is expected to create or preserve about 25 units of afford-
able housing each year. In addition to money in the fund, the City Council
also dedicates six-tenths of one cent of the tax rate for affordable hous-
ing. That produces about $2.1 million a year, most of which is used to
pay for debt service bonds. The remaining funds generate about 10 units
each year.

❖ Arlington has the Affordable Housing Investment Fund, which was
created in 1988 and is administered by the Department of Community
Planning, Housing and Development. The fund is made up of local and
federal money as well as loan repayments and developer contributions,
all of which totaled about $20 million in 2013. Since it was created, the
fund has produced about 6,500 affordable rental units and more than
$200 million in loans have been granted. In conjunction with the county’s
Affordable Housing Ordinance, the revolving loan fund provides incen-
tives for developers through low-interest, secondary loans for new
construction, acquisition and rehabilitation of affordable housing. For
every $1 of public funds, $3 in private funds are invested.

❖ Fairfax County has the Penny for Affordable Housing Fund, created
in 2005 to replace the Housing Flexibility Fund, which was created in
1990. The fund, which is administered by the Department of Housing
and Community Development, is composed of county contributions,
developer contributions and federal funding. In 2005, the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors adopted a budget that dedicated one penny of the
real estate tax to preserving existing affordable housing, which produced
about $20 million a year. The fund raised $80 million and preserved
2,500 units of affordable housing until 2009. When the global economic
crisis created a scramble for money, the Board of Supervisors voted to
reduce funding to the program by 50 percent. Since that time, the fund
has provided $154 million for affordable housing in Fairfax County. On
average, for every $1 of Housing Trust Fund money, $7 is leveraged from
outside sources to create and preserve affordable housing.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

NOVA SENIOR OLYMPICS
Registration for the senior

olympics will open in mid-June for
the 10 day of competition from Sept.
13-24. Events include track and field,
tennis, handball, dominoes and
more. Registration is $12 which
covers multiple events. Participants
must be 50 by Dec. 31, 2014. Online

registration opens July 1 at
www.nvso.us. Call 703-228-4721.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Fairfax County needs volunteers to

drive older adults to medical
appointments and wellness
programs. Call 703-324-5406, TTY
711, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and link to Volunteer
Solutions or e- mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Kingstowne Senior Center
needs instructors for classes in art
and bridge as well as an experienced
boater to discuss boating. Call 703-
324-5406, TTY 711, visit

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and
link to Volunteer Solutions or e-mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Mount Vernon Adult Day
Health Care Center needs a
volunteer assistant from 11 a.m.-
noon. on Tuesdays to assist with
activities and on Wednesdays from
11 a.m.-noon. Call 703-324-5406,
TTY 711, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults
and link to Volunteer Solutions or e-
mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Wakefield Senior Center in
Annandale needs Spanish speaking
interpreters, Tuesday-Friday, 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Call 703-324-5406, TTY

711,visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and link to Volunteer
Solutions or e-mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Respite Care volunteers give family
caregivers of a frail older adult a
well-deserved break so they can go
shopping, attend a doctor’s
appointment or just have coffee with
a friend. Volunteers visit and oversee
the safety of the older adult for a few
hours each month. Support and
training are provided. Contact Kristin
Martin at 703-324-7577, TTY 711, or
Kristin.Martin@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Mount Vernon Adult Day
Health Care Program needs a
volunteer to greet people and answer

phones Mondays-Fridays from 9:15-
9:30 a.m. to start as soon as possible.
Contact Fairfax County’s Volunteer
Solutions at 703-324-5406, TTY 703-
449-1186,

VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov,
or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices and click on
volunteers.

Fairfax County’s Meals on Wheels
needs drivers and a coordinator.
Contact Fairfax County’s Volunteer
Solutions at 703-324-5406, TTY 703-
449-1186,
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov
or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices and click on
volunteers.

Bulletin Board
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ters into their own hands to create a bet-
ter environment for their children, Peña
said.  Thus began the journey with VOICE.

“As part of VOICE, we have learned to
have a voice in our community,” Peña said
through a translator.

In addition to celebrating new recreation
space for their children, residents also spoke
about other issues in their community. Com-
munity members held signs with messages
such as “more respectful treatment from the
office staff,” “no towing during the daytime”
and “no rent increases.”

The neighborhood is quite large, Peña
said, with 711 trailers and more than 1,500
children, one of the most densely populated
areas with children in Fairfax County. Each
family owns their own trailer in the
Audubon community.

“In addition to paying the price of the
trailers, we also pay rent for the land, and
utilities on the side,” Peña said.

Peña and other community leaders say
rent prices have continued to increase, and
they’re hoping management will put a stop
to it. Tara Edmonds, regional manager of
Hometown America, the company that
owns Audubon, was scheduled to speak at
the event, but VOICE leaders said she had
to cancel when she found out media would
be there, as she said it is against company
policy to speak in front of the media.

Still, residents are pushing for continued
change. Carla Claure, a resident of
Audubon, told the audience gathered at the
event that management is open to talking
about some of the issues continually faced
by those in the community.

This includes the issue of towing. Accord-
ing to Claure and other leaders, the towing
company is often predatory and is towing
cars 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Residents hope this will change, as they
cannot afford the fees associated with this

Audubon Residents Celebrate New Athletic Fields
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Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay and Rick Genaurio speak in front of
over 200 residents of Audubon Mobile Home Park celebrating the instal-
lation of new fields for their children at an event on June 16.

At a gathering celebrating new fields in their community residents of
Audubon Mobile Home Park also advocated for no towing during the day
time and for rent to stop increasing.

From Page 1

VOICE advocates gather at Audubon Mobile Home Park on June 16.

towing.
There’s also a concern that some areas of

the neighborhood are still somewhat dan-
gerous, but leaders recently met with the
Mount Vernon Police Station and there will
now be a greater effort by police to patrol
the neighborhood.

Despite some of the obstacles, residents
say Audubon is a nice place to live. The
speakers were optimistic about the future
of the Richmond Highway corridor.

Before, the Mount Vernon and Lee dis-
tricts didn’t have any synthetic turf fields,
Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay said at
the event. McKay helped the community
secure funding for the turf fields.

“Now, we have four, and will be in the
double digits soon,” he said.

Children of
Audubon

Mobile
Home Park

say thank
you for the
community

support
regarding
new fields

in the com-
munity.
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❖ If the board decided to approve a ref-
erendum, the money should be dedicated,
meaning that voters should know how the
money will be spent.

Bulova has said that a four-percent tax
on meals and beverages at the county’s
nearly 3,000 restaurants would generate ap-
proximately $90 million in new revenue for
schools, public safety, parks, libraries and
human services.

After the short presentation by Hanley
and Davis, Bulova made it clear to that she
would “not entertain
motions” on the re-
port during
Tuesday’s meeting.

“The board just re-
ceived the report,
and we need time to
digest it,” she said,
opening up the issue
for brief comments
and questions from
the board.

“Is it persuasive to
voters, in your opin-
ion, that we are not
treated as cities in
our ability to raise
revenue?’” asked Su-
pervisor Gerald
Hyland (D-Mount
Vernon). “Do you
think we should raise
the issue that this tax
will get us away from
the reliance of real
estate tax? Will that
be persuasive to vot-
ers?”

Hanley and Davis
said the task force
did not provide ad-
vice on how to sell
the tax to voter.

“Many issues here
continue to confuse
voters,” Hanley said.

Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill) said she was

concerned about the “enormous
lack of information regarding what
our constituents know about (our
taxing authority).”

“Our legislative agenda has al-
ways been that we need the author-
ity to tax in this situation. And that
piece is not often discussed,”
Hudgins said.

Counties in Virginia are histori-
cally restricted in their authority to
levy many local taxes, including a
meals tax, without a referendum.
Cities and towns, on the other hand,

are given
more lee-
way by the
V i r g i n i a
state code.

The City
of Alexandria
(1975), the City of
Fairfax (1985), the
City of Falls Church
(1977), the Town
of Herndon
(2003), the City
Manassas (1988)
and the Town of
Vienna (1989)
have all enacted a
meals tax by local
ordinance. Mean-
while, Arlington
County is one of
the few counties
that has received
authority from the
Virginia General
Assembly to enact a
meals tax by unani-
mous vote of its
County Board.

That’s something
that won’t happen
in Fairfax County,
said Supervisor Pat
Herrity (R-Spring-
field), who de-
clared Tuesday
there would be no
“unanimous” deci-
sion when the

Fairfax County board casts its vote on a
meals tax referendum.

“It’s a tax that targets a single industry,”
Herrity said in explaining why he would not
consider voting to put a referendum on the
ballot. “It would increase the tax on pre-
pared foods by 67 percent, and Fairfax
County residents will overwhelmingly
shoulder this burden, the same county resi-
dents that have seen their homeowner taxes
rise by 14 percent in the last three years
alone.”

Across the state, a meals tax has met with
mixed reaction from voters. Loudoun and
Prince William county officials recently re-
jected the idea of a meals tax after restau-
rant groups successfully argued the tax
would unfairly target an industry that is
facing pressure to increase the minimum
wage while still struggling to recover from
the 2008 recession.

But voters in Henrico County, which sur-
rounds the City of Richmond, narrowly ap-
proved a 4 percent meals tax last Novem-
ber.

Political analysis’s concluded the success
of that referendum was due, in large part,
to an avid public awareness campaign that
reminded voters funds generated from the
tax — about $18 million each year — were
dedicated to Henrico County Public Schools.

While much has changed in Fairfax
County since 1992, the mere mention of a

meals tax still stirs up vehement re-
actions.

“I think it is a bit disingenuous to
suggest libraries, schools and parks
would be the primary beneficiaries of
meals tax revenues,” said Herndon
resident Walter Hadlock in an email
regarding the tax. “There are those
of us, i.e., retirees, people with no
children at home ... who don’t get any
direct benefit from the bulk of county
services .…”

“The board has once again put off
making a decision on whether to
place this burden on our residents,
caterers, grocery stores, and restau-
rants,” Herrity said.

ON THE OTHER SIDE of the de-
bate, Josh Israel of Fairfax said that,

although he has no children, he would be
“absolutely fine with paying more to make
sure that our county has even better schools,
sufficient funds for infrastructure, and is
able to offer more programs to make our
county a better place for everyone to live.”

Therese and Bernard Martin of Reston
agreed with Israel.

“Fairfax County has tried, without suc-
cess, to find sources other than the prop-
erty tax to pay for schools, public safety and
other services desired by its citizens,” the
couple wrote in a June 6 email to the task
force.

“I bet that the long lines of people wait-
ing to get into restaurants at places like the
Reston Town Center won’t be tempted to
get back in their cars and drive to Loudoun
or Prince William County to save 4 cents
on every dollar that they spend. I think the
restaurant industry is ‘crying wolf,” Therese
Martin said.

After the report by Hanley and Davis,
Bulova thanked the task force but did not
say when the board would vote on the re-
port.

“What’s missing (in the report) is how we
discuss this with the community,” added
Hudgins.

“This is still in our lap and we have to
decide what we want to do with it.”

To view the report, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mealstax/

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

THRIFT STORE MOVE
Due to United Community

Ministries’ Back Porch Thrift
Store moving to a new location by
early July, there are special donation
instructions for the month of June.
Now through Monday, June 16, the
store will not be accepting any
donation drop-offs or picking up
large donations. Beginning Tuesday,
June 17, donations will be accepted
at the new location at Sacramento
Shopping Center on a limited
schedule of Thursday-Saturday 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Once the new location

Bulletin Board

opens, donation hours will resume as
usual Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5
p.m.

THURSDAY/JUNE 19
Health Screenings. 4-8 p.m., at West

Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road. Free heart health screenings
for high school students. Visit
www.ryanlopynski.org.

THURSDAY-FRIDAY/JUNE 19-20
Mental Health First Aid. 8:30 a.m.-

1:30 p.m. at the South County
Center, 8350 Richmond Hwy.,
Alexandria. Public education
program from the Fairfax-Falls
Church Community Services Board
Wellness and Health Promotion. Over
a two-day course, certified instructors
help people learn to assist someone
developing or experiencing a mental
health problem or crisis. $25. Visit

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/
ereg/Registration.aspx?groupID=47.

TUESDAY/JUNE 24
Blood Drive. 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. General

Fund Enterprise Business System,
5911 Kingstowne Village Parkway,
Alexandria. Visit
www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-
800-RED CROSS for more or to make
an appointment.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 25
Fairfax County Extra School Day.

The Fairfax County School Board has
voted to add a day to the end of the
2013-14 school calendar as a makeup
day for a missed day due to weather.
This is the last day of the 2013-14
school year.

THURSDAY/JUNE 26
Bone Marrow Donor Drive. 9 a.m.-6

p.m. at Inova Fairfax Hospital, Inova
Fairfax Medical Campus, Heart and
Vascular Institute Atrium, 3300
Gallows Road, Falls Church. Register
to be a potential donor for someone
in need — a simple cheek swab can
help save a life. Young people of

diverse racial and ethnic heritage are
needed to help patients searching for
a match. Doctors request donors in
the 18-44 age group more than 90
percent of the time. For more
information and transplant stories,
visit www.inova.org/bonemarrow or
contact Donna Eichna at
donna.eichna@inova.org or 703-970-
3180.

Upcoming NVSL Meets
The Mount Vernon Park Gators swim team will open the North-

ern Virginia Swim League season with a Division 3 meet at
Donaldson Run at 9 a.m. on Saturday, June 21.

In Division 7, Mansion House will travel to Great Falls, and
Waynewood will host Greenbriar.

Sports Brief

From Page 20

Supervisors Digest Task Force’s Final Report
News

Meals Task Force Referendum co-chairs Kate
Hanley (left) and Tom Davis (right) discuss
talking points with James Parmelee (far
right), with the Fairfax County Republican
Committee and one of the 44 members of the
task force.
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About a Meals Tax
What effect would the meals tax have on
an average resident at a 4 percent tax rate?

❖ On a $5 “fast food” meal, tax would be 20
cents

❖ On a $50 meal at a “nice restaurant,” tax
would be $2

Who would pay the meals tax?
❖ County residents who choose to dine out.
❖ Commuters, travelers and tourists who visit

Fairfax County

What about tourists? How much do tour-
ists spend on dining out in Fairfax County?

❖ According to the Virginia Tourism Corpora-
tion, tourists spend an estimated $631.4 million
eating out in Fairfax County annually.

❖ Approximately 28 percent of meals expendi-
tures in Fairfax County are generated by
non-county residents.

❖ If Fairfax County voters approve a 4 percent
meals tax, revenue generated from tourists is ex-
pected to be about $25.3 million annually.

Who else has a meals tax in Northern Vir-
ginia, and how much revenue does it raise?

❖ Alexandria has a 4 percent MTR (meals tax
rate) that is expected to generate an estimated
$17.6 million in 2014.

❖ Arlington has a 4 percent MTR that is expected
to generate an estimated $34.7 million in 2014.

❖ Falls Church has a 4 percent MTR that is ex-
pected to generate an estimated $2.7 million in
2014.

❖ Fairfax City has a 4 percent MTR that is ex-
pected to generate an estimated $5.4 million in
2014.

❖ Herndon has a 2.5 percent MTR that is ex-
pected to generate an estimated $2 million in 2014.

❖ Vienna has a 3 percent MTR that is expected
to generate an estimated $1.9 million in 2014.

❖ The District of Columbia has a 10 percent MTR
that is expected to generate $331.31 million in
2014.
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Limited
Fall Openings in

Preschool!
Call today!

703-539-5067
www.graceschoolalex.org
3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA

Grace
Episcopal

School

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

A
fter graduation comes off-to-college
season. Often this means parents
making design choices for their chil-

dren or parents and their soon-to-be-college
freshmen search-
ing for supplies
that will serve
dual purposes,
particularly when
it comes to stor-
age.

For those who
find themselves in
a dorm room de-
sign conundrum,
local organizers
offer tips and
tools for creating stylish yet space-saving
designs for new college students.

“Most kids will have a roommate or room-
mates,” said professional organizer Paula
Lettice, owner of Gal Friday Associates in
Mount Vernon. “The first thing to do is to
contact your roommate to find out what you
can share. You don’t want to show up with

After Graduation: Dorm Room Set-Up
Local organizers show how to maximize
storage in small spaces.

duplicates. You can cut down on the amount
of space and the cost of things that have to
be purchased.”

“First of all, when packing for college,
since there is in most cases very limited
space, students should really think seriously
about what they will actually need and only

take those
items,” said
Susan Unger of
C lu t te rSOS ,
LLC in Vienna.
“ H o w e v e r ,
there are items
and things to
consider to
maximize the
space when ar-
ranging the
room.”

Lettice also suggests taking only the es-
sentials and leaving everything else at
home. “Only take what you absolutely think
you need for two months, not for the entire
school year, and then figure out what you
can live with or can’t live without,” she said.

Because space is limited in dorm rooms,
organizers say to bring items that serve mul-

tiple purposes: “Choose something that can
be used as a table, but can also be used as a
storage space,” said Lettice.

Organizers also advise being creative
when it comes to finding storage. “Behind
the desk [put] a multi-function message
board that is cork to tack things up, dry
erase to write notes, magnetic or ribbon to
display photos,” said Arlington-based pro-
fessional organizer Jody Al-Saigh of Picture
Perfect Organizing.

Unger suggests thinking vertically rather
than horizontally: “Buy a taller laundry
basket rather than a short wide one,” she

said. “Consider the backs of doors as useable
storage areas. Over-the-door hanging shoe
organizers can be used not only for shoes,
but for toiletries, school supplies or snacks.”

“Use [an] over-the-door shoe bag for
things other than shoes [like] scarves, elec-
tronic devices, school supplies, dry goods/
packaged snacks,” Al-Saigh said.

Also use the storage space under the bed.
“Putting the bed up on risers, if that is al-
lowed, is the best way to maximize storage
space,” Al-Saigh said.

Unger said, “Bed risers also allow for
deeper storage bins to be put under the bed
for items such as extra linens and off-sea-
son clothing that don’t need to be accessed
on a daily basis.”

Unger also advises using “a double hang-
ing closet rod that can give you twice the
amount of hanging space.”

When buying supplies, downsize as much
as possible. “Consider a small steamer in-
stead of an ironing board and iron,” said
Unger. “Magnetic storage bins can be placed
on the refrigerator for pens, pencils and
other office supplies.

“A shower caddy can house all your bath-
ing products in one place when sharing a
bathroom with others,” Unger continued.
“A clip-on bed lamp will not take up any
table space and should also not interfere
with your roommate’s sleep.”

Under-bed storage is a great solu-
tion for extra linens and out of
season clothing.

“Only take what you absolutely
think you need for two
months, not nine months, and
figure out whether or not you
can live with those items.”

—Paula Lettice

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

A
fter the tassels have been turned and
the diplomas received, it is usually
time for a graduation celebration.

Whether you’re shopping for someone who
is heading to college or venturing out into
the workforce, choosing a present for the
graduate in your life can be perplexing, but
local tastemakers are here to help, offering
suggestions for graduation presents that
range from the practical to the sentimen-
tal.

Frames for displaying graduation photos

Gifts for New Grads Local tastemakers offer suggestions from the sentimental to the practical.

or family photos that remind graduates of
home can make great gifts. “We have gor-
geous, heirloom-quality frames by Elias
Artmetal that are made in the U.S.A. by an
old established company,” said John Brown,
owner of J. Brown and Company in Old
Town Alexandria.

Leather goods, such as a well-made key
chain, journal or passport holder are also
gifts that will not only be treasured, but will
come in handy long after the pomp and cir-
cumstance of the big day are over.

Reminders of the college the graduate
Photo courtesy of The Picket Fence

Personalized jewelry can serve as a
reminder of a graduate’s special
day.

Photo courtesy of The Picket Fence

Backpacks, overnight bags and
totes make practical gifts for new
graduates. See gifts,  Page 23

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
M

a
r
i
l
y
n

 
C

a
m

p
b
e
l
l



22  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  June 19-25, 2014 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

EmploymentEmployment

DRIVER NEEDED 
for Busy NOVA/DC/Baltimore Courier 
Co. Exp. Preferred. Must have own car, 

Good driving record, For details call 

703-880-1913

Drivers – Local Combo P&D 
Drivers/Dock Workers 

Needed.
FT/PT. Excellent Hourly Rate, Home 

Daily, Fully Paid Medical Benefits CDL-
A w/XT or HTN req. Call 855-378-4972. 

YRC Freight is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer Minorities/Females/

Disabled/Protected Veterans 

Grace Episcopal School seeks a
Facilities Maintenance Supervisor

30 to 35 hours/week
Qualifications:

Minimum of 3 years experience in build-
ing maintenance with basic knowledge of 

repairs & maintenance and cleaning 
methods & products.  Experience with 
hand tools, power tools, floor buffer/

stripper/waxer, carpet cleaner/extractor, 
chemicals and solutions.  A high school 
diploma, valid Virginia driver’s license 

and CPR & First Aid certifications.
Submit cover letter and resume to:

Human Resources 
Grace Episcopal School 

3601 Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22305 
recruitment@graceschoolalex.org 

Fax 703-549-9545

Music Teacher for Fall 2014
Days: Tuesday through Friday Mornings

Times:   9:30 to 12:00
Qualifications: Experience teaching music

Prefer Orff or Kindermusik Training
E-mail qualifications and salary 

requirements to:
preschool@saintchristophers.net

Patient Access Manager
Dominion Hospital in Falls Church, Virginia

We are seeking an individual who has previous healthcare or
business management experience with a minimum of 3 years
direct employee supervision.

We provide inpatient and outpatient treatment options to
patients in need of emotional wellness intervention.

As Patient Access Manager, you will be responsible for:
• Overseeing the daily activities of the registration area
• Maintaining quality assurance standards
• Payroll and employee scheduling
• Hiring and coordinating training of new employees
• Developing and implementing policies and procedures
• Assessing and improving departmental performance
• Ensuring orientation and continued education for

departmental staff
If you are a Leader who enjoys working with people and has a

desire to help others, please apply at www.parallon.com/careers
We offer a convenient location, free parking, training support,

competitive compensation, and excellent benefits that include
several insurance packages to choose from, paid time off for
vacation, sick leave and holidays, company matching 401K. Equal
Opportunity Employer.

PSA Healthcare - 

Clinical Care Manager, 
RN Northern VA 

Provide case management for assigned 
case load.  Perform on site supervisory 

visits to assess nurses, patients, and 
families.  Active role in clinical education, 

skills assessments, and hiring of our 
field nursing staff.

Requirements: At least 1 yr nursing 
experience, home care and/or peds 

trach/vent preferred; RN licensure in 
state; Degree in nursing from state 

accredited RN program.  Desire and 
ability to travel within the market area 

and to provide direct patient care.
Apply online at www.psahealthcare.com.

ClassifiedClassified

OBITUARY
Barbara Jean Rice, 83, 

passed away on June 9, 2014, in Shallotte, North Carolina.
A native of Alexandria, Virginia, Barbara (Bobbie) was born 
to Archie J. and Lillian V. Millan on February 25, 1931. She 

was a graduate George Washington High School and retired 
from the Alexandria Gazette with more than 15 years of 

service. Barbara was preceded in death by her beloved son 
Paul Wayne Rice. She is survived by her daughter Donna 

Gaulke and son-in-law Gary Gaulke of Redmond, Washing-
ton, her devoted son David Rice and daughter-in-law Karen 
Rice of Holden Beach, North Carolina, three grandsons and 

their wives, Ian and Kristin Freret, Kevin and Nicole Rice 
and Keith and Brigid Rice and seven great grandchildren, 
Cole, Sam, Anna, Noah and Brennan Rice, Peyton and 

Collins Freret.
Grave site service and burial was at Mount Comfort Ceme-
tery . Donations may be made to SECU Hospice House of 
Brunswick/Lower Cape Fear Hospice & Life Care center, 

955 Mercy Lane SE, Bolivia, NC 28422.

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as
6562 Yadkin Court, Alexandria, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Lorrie A. Carpen-
ter, dated July 30, 2007, and recorded July 31, 2007, in Deed 
Book 19486 at page 1209 among the Land Records of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, the undersigned substitute trustee will offer 
for sale at public auction at the front entrance of the Judicial 
Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, 
Virginia, on

Tuesday, July 1, 2014 at 9:30 a.m.

the following property being the property contained in said 
Deed of Trust, described as follows:
Lot 149, Section 2, Franconia Commons as the same appears 
duly dedicated, platted and recorded in Deed Book 3788 at 
page 582, among the Land Records of Fairfax County, Virgin-
ia. Commonly known as 6562 Yadkin Court, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia  22310.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $30,000.00 or ten percent 
(10%) of the sale price, whichever amount is less, in the form 
of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser at the 
time and place of sale; the balance of the purchase money be-
ing due and payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, time ex-
pressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 2.875 
percent per annum from date of sale to date of settlement. 
Provided, however, that if the holder of the secured promissory 
note is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash deposit shall 
be required, and part of or the entire indebtedness, including 
interest and costs, secured by the Deed of Trust, may be set 
off against the purchase price.

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and stand the 
risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements and re-
strictive covenants as the same may lawfully affect the real es-
tate.  Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or material-
man's liens of record and not of record.  The property will be 
sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restrictions, rights of 
redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agree-
ments of record affecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to convey to the 
purchaser good title, then purchaser's sole and exclusive rem-
edy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the time of 
sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will be sold 
in "as is" condition without warranty of any kind.  Purchaser 
shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zoning code 
violations whether of record or not of record, as well as for all 
unpaid and enforceable homeowners' or condominium owners' 
association dues and assessments, if any.  Purchaser also 
shall be responsible for obtaining possession of the property at 
his/her expense.  Purchaser shall assume the risk of loss and 
shall be responsible for any damage, vandalism, theft, destruc-
tion, or the like, of or to the property occurring after the time of 
sale.  Conveyance will be by special warranty deed.  Convey-
ancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, examination of ti-
tle, state stamps, and all other costs of conveyance are to be 
at the expense of purchaser.  State and local taxes, public 
charges, and special or regular assessments, if any, shall be 
adjusted to the date of sale and thereafter shall be assumed by 
the purchaser.

Sale is subject to post-sale confirmation that the borrower did 
not file for protection under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to 
the sale, as well as to post-sale confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not limit-
ed to, determination of whether the borrower entered into any 
repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan prior to 
the sale.  In any such event, the sale shall be null and void, 
and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the 
return of his deposit without interest. Additional terms may be 
announced at the time of sale.  This is a communication from a 
debt collector and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.

DAVID N. PRENSKY
Substitute Trustee
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.  #500
Washington, D.C.  20015
(202) 244-4000

OBITUARY
Dr. Robert Adeson

passed away on May 31, 2014 at the Cohen-Rosen House in 
Rockville, MD.  Dr. Adeson was born in Pittsfield 

Massachusetts in 1931. He attended Pittsfield high school 
where he played baseball and basketball as a sophomore 

then transferred to Berkshire Preparatory School in Sheffield, 
Massachusetts where he played baseball, football and bas-
ketball until graduation in 1948.  In 1949 he played first base 
and pitched for the Pittsfield Brass Rail baseball team, which 
won the All-American Amateur Baseball Association cham-

pionship in Johnstown Pennsylvania.  He pitched the 
semifinal game against Pittsburgh.  He attended Yale Col-

lege where he was allowed to select a curriculum, unusual in 
those days, which included constitutional law, religion, 

American studies and premedical courses.  He remained 
grateful to great teachers at Berkshire and Yale who taught 
him. He played freshman baseball and varsity basketball at 

Yale until he dropped sports his junior year to concentrate on 
his studies.

After graduation in 1952 he enrolled at Tufts University 
School of Medicine and graduated in 1956. He interned at 
the graduate hospital of the University of Pennsylvania and 
then did his surgical residency at the New England Medical 

Center hospital and the Floating Hospital for Infants and 
children.  He continued to work there until he enlisted in the 
Navy in October 1961 where he oversaw the dependents 
wing (women and children's surgery) at the Portsmouth 

Virginia Naval Hospital.  He was one of the first to do repairs 
of omphalocele (a fetal abnormality where part or all of the 
baby's abdominal organs are contained in a membrane that 
protrudes outside the baby's abdomen at the naval) using 

successive closures with mesh to close the abdominal wall.
Dr. Adeson was assigned to the aircraft carrier Independ-
ence on which he served as a general surgeon during the 

Cuban missile crisis in 1962.  He gained great respect for the 
Navy, for its officers and men, who fly on and off the 

carriers and he loved the experience.
Dr. Adeson started his surgical practice in Alexandria, 

Virginia in October 1963 where he did pediatric and adult 
general surgery.  He served as Chief of the Section of Gen-

eral Surgery, as Chief of the Department of Surgery, as 
President of the Medical Staff, as a member of the Board of 

Directors, and of the Parent Board of Directors of the 
Alexandria Hospital.

He was a member of the American College of Surgeons and 
served as an examiner for admittance to that body of 

surgeons in Virginia. He brought into his practice Dr. Alan 
Deutsch and Dr. Michael Nigro with whom he practiced until 

his retirement in 1997.
Dr. Adeson was a strong supporter of the Alexandria Hospital 
Nursing School and was pleased to deliver commencement 

addresses to three classes of graduates. He strongly 
opposed closure of these nursing programs around the 

country. Dr. Adeson valued the excellent clinically oriented 
nurses who graduated from these programs.  It appears now 
that the nursing profession may have finally seen the light as 

some of these programs were reinstated.
In 1984 with State Senator Richard Saslaw, Dr. Adeson 
wrote and testified for passage of the bill which codified 

informed consent for breast cancer patients.  The law was 
designed to ensure that valuable information was 

communicated to women and to ensure that no procedure 
was done without the patient's consent. 

Dr. Adeson remained an avid lover of sports through his 
adult years.  He won singles and doubles tennis champion-

ships at Westwood Country Club and enjoyed golf since 
1968.  He hit three holes in one and after several near miss-

es shot one under his age with a 75 at the Highland golf 
course in Massachusetts on Cape Cod in 2007.

Dr. Adeson loved music, played the clarinet and was diligent-
ly learning to play the violin.  He enjoyed trips to Italy and 
Spain with friends and family, and to Eastern Europe for a 

Jewish studies program. 
In 1999 he worked with others to develop the learning center 
at Beth El Hebrew Congregation in Alexandria and enjoyed 

seeing and helping this project come to fruition.
Dr. Adeson’s wife of 57 years Andrea passed away in 2012.  
They went to Cape Cod for many years and since 1995 had 
a summer home there. He leaves daughter Jodi Morrocco 

and her husband Jack of Framingham, Massachusetts, son 
Peter Adeson and his wife Beth of Fairfax, Virginia, daughter 
Amy Bernhard and her husband Darren of Potomac, Mary-
land and daughter Gretchen Haimes and her husband Yosi 

of West Hartford, Connecticut, and nine wonderful grandchil-
dren (Casey, Michael, Julie, Jane, Lewis, Emily, Gabriel, 

Zachary and Rachel). He had a helluva good life!

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net
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Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORSconnectionnewspapers.com

“Nest Fragrances has a
line of scents that young
people love … especially
beach and bamboo.”
— John Brown, owner of J. Brown and

Company in Old Town Alexandria.

Gifts

Photo courtesy of J. Brown and Company

Heirloom-quality frames, such as
these by Elias Artmetal, can make
ideal graduation presents.

From Page 21

attended or will attend can make cheer-
ful presents. “Collegiate products make
great gifts,” said Randyl Fabian, manager
of The Dandelion Patch in Reston Town
Center and Vienna. “There are platters, wine
glasses and koozies for not only Virginia
colleges, but a lot of schools outside of Vir-
ginia. They could be a commemorative item
for a college graduate or a gift for someone
who is heading off to college.”

Another option is a scented candle or dif-
fuser, which can add a touch of elegance to
adorm room. “Nest Fragrances has line of
scents that young people love … especially
beach and bamboo,” said Brown.

Backpacks, overnight bags and totes make
practical gifts for new graduates, perfect for
a quick trip home or a first business trip.
“Fun graphic totes are a great gift for grads,”
said Courtney Thomas of The Picket Fence
in Burke. “Perfect for travel, the gym or tot-
ing things around campus, they are some-
thing every grad can use.”

Fabian said that Scout bags
(www.scoutbags.com), which come in an
array of colors, sizes and styles, are easy to
clean and appropriate for a wide variety of
lifestyles.

Don’t forget jewelry, which can last for a
lifetime: “Personalized items like our ini-
tial pendant necklaces make a great gift and
can serve as a remembrance of the
graduate’s special day,” said Thomas.

For high school graduates, consider warm
pajamas or cozy throws for chilly dorm
rooms. Also, “Kate Spade makes nice desk
sets that are a bit jazzier than your average
desk, and would add a nice touch to a dorm
room,” said Fabian.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

6/30/14.

6/30/14.
6/30/14.

6/30/14.
6/30/14.

6/30/14. 6/30/14.

6/30/14.

6/30/14.6/30/14.

6/30/14.
6/30/14.

6/30/14.


