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Franconia ❖ Kingstowne
Newington

SpringfieldSpringfield

Franconia ❖ Kingstowne
Newington

West Springfield’s
‘Highest Achieving

Class’
News, Page 8

Gadson, Army Honored
By Board of Supervisors

News, Page 10

West Springfield’s
‘Highest Achieving

Class’
News, Page 8

Gadson, Army Honored
By Board of Supervisors

News, Page 10

Kristan Sheppard conducts the combined choirs during the Lee High
School graduation ceremony. Lealani Saulo played the piano. Choral
pieces performed included Go the Distance, The Star Spangled Banner
Finale, and of course Pomp and Circumstance, March no. 1.

News, Page 8

Saying Goodbye
at Lee High
Saying Goodbye
at Lee High
News, Page 8
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The West Springfield Senior Class of 2014, their families, teachers,
administrators and the All Night Graduation Party committee members
gratefully acknowledge the following businesses, organizations and
individuals for their support of the PTSA sponsored alcohol and drug
free All Night Graduation Party held on June 23rd at the Lee District
Recreation Center in Alexandria. We are grateful for your generous con-
tributions and commitment to the young people of our community!

Corporate • $500 and over
Chick-fil-A

Krista Buskey
Greenspring

Spartan • $250 – $499
Courtyard by Marriott

7 Eleven Stores,
Chesapeake Division 2599

Glory Days
Anita’s

Delegate Dave Albo
Whole Foods
Papa John’s

Hannah’s Catering by Melissa
Kiddie Country

Northern Virginia Dental Associates
Williamson Home Repair

The Container Store
Bleakley Family

McDonald’s

Blue • $100 – $249
Carol Wooddell, DDS

David R. Hughes Orthodontics
Burke Lions Club

Austin Grill
Burke Professional Center

Bowl America
Dandy Restaurant Cruise Ships

Giardino
Spartans Family Restaurant

Milano’s
Victor’s Pizza
Einstein Bros.

Wegmans
Asian Grill
Hunan West

King’s Dominion
Liberty Tax

The Washington Wizards
The Women’s Club of Springfield

Massage Envy
Northern Virginia Regional

Park Authority
Potomac Nationals

Springfield Lorton Dental Group
Springfield Youth Club

D.C. United
Drs. Murphy, Staats, and Daggle

Orange • $50 – $99
Starbucks

Washington Redskins
Popeyes
Subway

First Watch Daytime Café

Martin G. Shuh
Positive Image Salon

Potomac Internal Medicine Associates
Afghan Kabob

Ledo Pizza
OM Associates

Friends of the WSHS
Class of 2014 • $1 – $49

Medford Leas Homeowners
Association

Giant Food Cardinal Forest
Giant Food Kings Park

Shoppers Food
Safeway
Costco

Burke Forest Veterinary Clinic
Dr. Joseph M. Gruberg

El Pueblo Mexican Restaurant
Delegate Eileen Filler-Corn

Krispy Kreme
Preferred Travel

Robert A. Levine, D.D.S.
Spartan’s Family Restaurant

Sherensky
Immanuel Bible Church

Baltimore Orioles

**Thank you to Boy Scout Troops
1100 and 1140 for their time and

service at our event

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
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News
Springfield Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Janelle Germanos

 The Connection

A
s president of the Friends of Ri-
chard Byrd Library, Springfield
resident Christine Peterson
spends countless hours, along

with other volunteers in the group, work-
ing to ensure the library is effectively serv-
ing the community.

The group was recognized for their ser-
vice to Springfield when they were honored
with the Volunteer Fairfax Adult Volunteer
Group award.

“When we were called, I screamed,”
Peterson said. “We never thought a library
would win against groups that help babies
and puppies.”

Jo-ann Mitchell, who lives near
Kingstowne but comes to volunteer at Ri-

chard Byrd because of its strong friends
group, knows just how excited Peterson was
that the group won the Volunteer Fairfax
award.

“She screamed in my ear,” Mitchell said.
The Friends of Richard Byrd volunteer

non-stop to share their love of reading and
learning with the community, supporting
the library in its goal of reaching out to the
surrounding Springfield area.

“I love this area. There’s a wonderful eth-
nic diversity here,” Peterson said.

The area surrounding the library has
some low-income housing and Title I
schools, which Peterson and other Friends
members say makes the library even more
important.

“There are all different types of needs,”
Peterson said. “Whether it’s learning how
to use an e-book, to taking an English con-

versation class, the library offers every-
thing.”

The Friends group even reached out to
schools in the area, giving teachers the op-
portunity to pick out free books for their
classroom at the library.

Peterson, who has been volunteering at
the library for over a decade, said the li-
brary is more important now than ever.

“It used to just be checking out a library
card and getting a book. Now, you can check
out an e-book without even going into the
library. If you want to become a U.S. Citi-
zen, you can learn how to do that at the
library,” she said.

In addition, it can save a lot of money,
Peterson points out, as all of the trips to the
bookstore can add up.

“If kids start a series, they can read all of
it at the library,” said Sandy Freund, branch
manager of Richard Byrd Library.

The library is really a great place for fami-
lies, Peterson said. From the summer read-

ing program to an August in Antarctica
event, inspired by the library’s namesake
explorer, there’s something for everyone.

Mitchell and Freund say the Volunteer
Fairfax award is a testament to Peterson’s
leadership. But Peterson says everyone in
the group works extremely hard.

“Each volunteer is just as smart and great
as the next,” Peterson said.

For other Friends groups in Fairfax County
who are looking to be as successful as those
at Richard Byrd, Peterson it’s important to
always think of the surrounding community.

“Don’t limit your vision to four walls,”
Peterson said. “The library can do so much
more than that.”

As for the Friends of Richard Byrd,
Peterson said they will continue to enable
the library in its efforts to make Springfield
a better place.

“Springfield is always improving, and I
think we mirror that in the friends group,”
she said.

The group was awarded at the 2014 Volunteer
Fairfax Awards.

Friends of Richard Byrd
Library Improve Community

The board of the Friends of Richard Byrd Library.

Christine Peterson, president of the Friends of Richard Byrd Library in
Springfield, holds the group’s Volunteer Fairfax award that they won in
April.
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Greenspring Hosts
Village Fair

On Thursday, June 19, Greenspring re-
tirement community hosted a Village Fair
that showcased over 80 of the more than
225 resident-run and resident-driven clubs
and groups on campus.

Some of the groups thriving at
Greenspring include the Greenspring Play-
ers drama club, the Wii virtual bowling
league, the yacht club, the Villager news-
paper group, the pickle ball club, the iPad
user forum group, the Tillagers garden club,
the Dogs of Greenspring group, and a vari-
ety of service groups representing each
branch of the military.

The PFLAG group was formed at Greenspring in
2011 and provides a supportive environment for
discussions on human diversity.

Members of the Nebraska Cornhuskers fan club at
Greenspring, residents Betty Griffin and Joseph
Kyle, show off their school colors.
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Fashion Show and
Auction for
Breast Cancer

Clarke Entertainment is hosting its 4th
Annual Bachelors and Bachelorettes for
Breast Cancer Fashion Show and Auction
on June 27, 7—11 p.m. at Waterford @
Springfield,

6715 Commerce Street, Springfield. This
charity event will benefit the Northern Vir-
ginia agency, HANDS, INC., an agency that
focuses on Breast, Cervical and Ovarian
cancer.

This one-night event promises a full
evening of laughs, food and fun and maybe
a few tears.  Radio personality Marc Clarke
(WHUR 96.3) will host the event heighten-
ing the crowd during the auction of the 10
eligible bachelors & bachelorettes with all
proceeds benefiting HANDS. There will also
be a fashion show with all its glitz and glam.
In addition, there will be opportunity to
advertise in the program booklet or become
a sponsor for the event.  Tickets:
www.clarkeinspiration.eventbrite.com

Van Metre
Companies Forms
Foundation

The Van Metre Companies, one of the
largest privately held and locally owned
homebuilding, development, commercial
real estate and property management com-
panies in the Washington, D.C. Metropoli-
tan Area, has announced the formation of
the Van Metre Companies Foundation, Inc.

The Foundation will be run by a group of
current employees who will serve as the
Board of Directors and Officers of the Foun-
dation, and will have full discretion for dis-
bursement of the funds of which it gener-
ates. Julie van der Vate has been named the
Chairman and President of the Foundation,

with Candy McCracken, Tom Marable,
Rebecca Gizzarelli, and Staci Cichocki, ful-
filling the remaining roles on the Board of
Directors.

The Van Metre Companies Foundation is
dedicated to improving the lives of people
in the communities where Van Metre car-
ries on its business. The Foundation will
complement and supports the interests,
values, and vision of the Van Metre Com-
panies and its employees. It will provide fi-
nancial support to qualified educational,
medical, human welfare services, and other
501(c)(e) charitable organizations.

To learn more, visit
www.vanmetrehomes.com.

VRE Earns
Security Award for
Emergency Drill at
Lake Accotink Park

The Virginia Railway Express (VRE)
earned a Gold Security Excellence Award
last week from the American Public Trans-
portation Association for a safety drill held
at Lake Accotink Park in Springfield. The
drill was a full-scale, realistic emergency
simulation of a nighttime passenger train
derailment in the heavily wooded area.

“Safety is a top priority for VRE,” said
Braddock Supervisor John Cook who serves
as Vice Chair for the VRE Operations Board.
“The Gold Award is recognition that the VRE
is leading the industry in proactive train-
ing exercises.”

The drill brought together first respond-
ers from the Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment and Fire and Rescue, and utilized the
police helicopter to locate a missing pas-
senger.

This award comes in addition to the
Transportation Security Administration’s
2014 Baseline Assessment for Security En-
hancement audit which gave VRE a “Gold
Standard” rating.

Area Roundups

D
ave Tremaine, a former prin-
cipal at Hayfield Secondary
School, died June 16.
Tremaine recently retired

from his position as principal at Hayfield,
where he has worked since 2010.

“Please know that Dave was extremely
proud of Hayfield Secondary School, the
faculty and staff and especially Hayfield
students. All of us who knew Dave are
thankful for his guiding spirit. He was
dedicated to his family and friends and
he was a dedicated educator. The fact
that Dave worked nearly until his death
demonstrates how devoted he was to
the Hayfield community,” Tracey
Phillips, interim principal of Hayfield,
wrote in an email to parents and stu-

dents on Monday.
A candlelight vigil was held for Tremaine

at Hayfield on June 16. A Facebook group,
“Hayfield Loves Mr. Tremaine,” was flooded
with posts from students and the Hayfield
community celebrating Tremaine’s life.

— Janelle Germanos

Former Hayfield Principal
Dave Tremaine Dies

Dave Tremaine,
who recently
retired from his
position as
principal at
Hayfield Sec-
ondary School,
died on Mon-
day, June 16.FCPS

Obituary
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

10 A.M. Shows Monday—Friday

3 University Mall Theatres
SUMMER CINEMA CAMP!

All Seats $2.00, 10 for $15 or Season pass (10 wks for $10)

Attendees will receive a coupon for a dollar ($1.00) Off
a cup of frozen yogurt from YOGURTINI FROZEN YOGURT

JUNE 30–JULY 4...ICE AGE 4: CONTINENTAL DRIFT (PG)
JULY 7–JULY 11 ...... ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 2 (PG)
JULY 14–JULY 18......ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 3 (G)
JULY 21–JULY 25..............................................EPIC (PG)
JULY 28–AUGUST 1.............HORTON HEARS A WHO (G)

Fairfax • Corner of Rt. 123 & Braddock • 703-273-7111

The Wasinger & Co. team is proud to announce our
newest listing in Springfield, VA and would like to
invite you to an open house this weekend, hosted by
our team and DCSuburbia.com. Join us at 8609
Woodview Drive in Springfield this Sunday, June
29th from 1 to 4 to tour this property.
Free lunch for the first 50 people at Chef José Andrés’
famous food truck, Pepe, that brings you famous flauta
sandwiches, bocatas and select tapas from José’s native
Spain. With fresh-baked bread, each sandwich is made
on the spot, and
includes such flavorful
selections as the buti-
farra “burger” (fresh
pork, roasted peppers
and alioli), pollo frito
(fried chicken), escali-
vada (Spanish-style
roasted vegetables),
jamon Serrano y queso
Manchego (the classic
Spanish ham and
cheese) and many
more. Jobin Realty: 703-913-3017

WWW.WASINGERCO.COM

Distinguished Representation,
Exceptional Service.

Presented Exclusively by

Meghan Wasinger
Direct: 703-828-5660

info@wasingerco.com

You’re Invited!
Open House with Food Truck this Sunday!

O
P
EN

S
U
N
D
AY

 1
–4

Letter to the Editor

To the Editor:
There’s been some commentary

on Fairfax County school budget
issues and a total misuse of the
term “underfunding,” including
the false claim that the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors
underfunded the school system.
My reaction to this is more than
academic—it’s personal. Not only
am I a proud K-8 product of FCPS,
but I’ve also got a daughter in our
school system and a son just a few
years behind.

Looking around for someone to
blame is a time-honored ploy to
shift responsibility from where it
belongs. This is the reality. Fairfax
County funds almost 70 percent of
the FCPS budget and on top of that
we also pick up the costs for other
school services such as school re-
source officers, health nurses,
crossing guards, and SACC. We
dedicate two thirds of our bond-
ing capacity to the schools and this
year we adopted a plan to allocate
an additional $13 million to the
schools for their capital needs.
That’s about another $80 million
a year combined. In fact, the bud-
get we just adopted includes a 3
percent increase in funding to
FCPS through a half-cent increase

in the real estate tax, schools be-
ing the only reason we passed a
rate increase.

The elephant in the room is the
State funding formula inequity.
Fairfax County is a donor jurisdic-
tion, sending more dollars to the
state than it recoups—about 21
cents on the dollar.

FCPS’ state per pupil funding
suffers in comparison to other Vir-
ginia localities. In FY2012, the
state provided $2,764 per pupil
while the County provided $9,905
per pupil in local funding. In con-
trast, neighboring Prince William
County received half its per pupil
funding from the state. These fig-
ures may have been OK in the past,
but today’s school needs have far

outpaced our local ability to pay.
Other school districts are able to
fund their needs with our tax dol-
lars while here in Fairfax County
we struggle to meet our own
needs.

We all need to work together—
School Board, County Board,
PTAs, and citizens. We need to fol-
low our kids’ example when they
work together in the classroom to
solve problems. We owe it to them
to stop the finger pointing and
work together to tackle the root
of our school funding problem—
the state’s unfair and antiquated
funding formula that discriminates
against Fairfax County.

Jeffrey C. McKay, Supervisor
(D-Lee District)

False Claims on ‘Underfunding’

The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: south@connectionnewspapers.com

Write
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Springfield
Opinion

I
ndependence Day is a national celebra-
tion, and for many, that celebration in-
cludes alcohol. The summer overall and
July 4 in particular are times of greater

risk for drinking and driving.
Make a plan. Plan to celebrate with access

to public transportation. Plan to have a desig-
nated driver. Plan to celebrate
in a place safe and comfort-
able to spend the night.

But in case those plans go
awry, here is a safe alternative.

The Washington Regional Alcohol Program
will offer free taxi rides home (up to $30) be-
ginning 10 p.m. the night of July 4 for six hours
until 4 a.m. the morning of July 5. Participants
must be at least 21. Call 1-800-200-TAXI.

On July 4, 2013, nearly 300 people used
WRAP’s SoberRide service rather than possi-
bly driving home impaired.

In summer, 44 percent of all U.S. traffic
deaths are caused by alcohol-impaired drivers,
according to statistics provided by WRAP.
SoberRide is a way to help keep local roads
safe from impaired drivers during this tradi-
tionally high-risk holiday.

For parents of young adults who may be liv-
ing at home and parents of those under 21,
this is time to talk. Ask about plans, ask spe-
cifically about getting home. Remind those
over 21 to take the WRAP phone number with
them.

While you hope that young adults under 21
aren’t drinking — because there are lots of
dangers to binge drinking beyond drinking and
driving — you know that many of them will
be drinking. Let your younger family members
know that you would much rather pay for a
cab or come get them yourself than run the
risk of losing them.

Since 1993, WRAP’s SoberRide program has
provided 60,565 free cab rides home to would-
be drunk drivers in the Greater Washington
area.

For more information, visit
www.soberride.com.

—Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Call for Pet Connection
The Pet Connection, a twice-yearly special

edition, will publish on July 23, and photos
and stories of your pets with you and your fam-
ily should be submitted by July 16.

Our favorite pictures include both pets and
humans.

We welcome short stories about how you got
your pet, a noteworthy talent or anecdote
about your pet, tales of the bonds between your
family and your pet, plus drawings, paintings
or other artwork of your pet by children or
adults Please tell us a little bit about your pet,
identify everyone in the photo, give a brief de-
scription what is happening in the photo, and
include address and phone number (we will
not publish your address or phone number, just
your town name).

We welcome short stories about how you got
your pet, a noteworthy talent or anecdote
about your pet, explanations of the bonds be-
tween your family and your pet, plus draw-
ings, paintings or other artwork of your pet by
children or adults.

Email to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com. For ad-
vertising information, email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com.

Safe Fourth
Talking and planning
are the best safety
measures; SoberRide
offers a safety net.

Editorials

By Maura Williams

Interim Executive Director/

FACETS

S
andara was scared of her
spouse so she fled and left
her life and job behind.

Tom suffered from an undiag-
nosed disease that cost him his job,
home and life savings.  These un-
fortunate events led to both be-
coming homeless and living in the
woods of Fairfax County. That’s
where on a cold winter morning
volunteers organized by FACETS
and other local nonprofits found
them while participating in the
100,000 Homes Fairfax: A Home
for All Campaign, which is part of
the national 100,000 Homes pro-
gram, which counts, photographs,
and interviews the chronically
homeless in an effort to end
homelessness.

Fairfax County has nearly 2,900
people who are homeless—14 per-
cent of whom are chronically
homeless. Over the course of three
mornings, our volunteers met and
interviewed more than 400 people
who are chronically homeless. The
findings were used to create pro-
files of people to ensure that each
individual experiencing
homelessness is counted and that
their progress in finding housing
and services can be better tracked.

Supporting the County’s 10—
year plan to end homelessness, the
100,000 Homes Campaign is fo-
cused on building efficient local
systems that target resources to
individuals who are most vulner-
able. Campaign partners are com-
mitted to getting half of the people
most vulnerable who are chroni-
cally homeless in supportive hous-
ing in three years—which will save
money and possibly lives.

Already we have seen success.
With the data collected by staff
and volunteers, we were able to
connect Sandara and Tom with
services that have helped them

regain their lives, safety, and dig-
nity.  Less than a year later, we
celebrated with each of them and
16 others at a housewarming cel-
ebration, hosted by FACETS, a
nonprofit that opens doors by
helping those who suffer the ef-
fects of poverty in Fairfax County.

During the housewarming, we
welcomed these neighbors expe-
riencing homelessness into their
own apartments through our new
program called TRIUMPH II Hous-
ing, which also provides support-
ive services. These recent suc-
cesses have propelled the commu-
nity to meet our goal of 50 people

housed in a year—and we still
have two years to go for this cam-
paign with a goal of housing 50
people each year!

We also had the chance to cel-
ebrate the program’s nationwide
success.  Last week, I attended an
event in DC with Becky Kanis, the
director of the national 100,000
Homes program, to announce a
major milestone as the 100,000th
person—a vet who has been
homeless from Arlington, Va.—
moved into housing through this
ambitious effort. In announcing
the milestone, she emphatically
declared: “We can forever dispense
with the Neanderthal view that
people don’t deserve or aren’t
ready for housing.”

Although the “100,000” number
sounds big, it’s the people part that
makes it special.  Through this
campaign, we are able to put a
local face on homelessness with
real stories about real people.
Some are grandmothers, fathers,
sons, daughters, and friends.
Many work and others have pro-
tected our nation.  When we met
them, they lived in cars, encamp-
ments or on the streets, but they
continued to smile and seemed
hopeful that our caring commu-
nity would help find them a home.
And for 100,000 of them and
counting, we have.

100K Reasons to Find People Homes

Maura Williams
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The Heat Is On
For Summer Savings!
Huge Selection of Annuals in Stock

• Excellent selection of trees and shrubs
• Annuals, Perennials, Herbs
• House Plants and Gift Items
• Landscape Services
• Wild Bird Supplies
• Mulches, Soils and Seed

Fertilizing, Seeding, Aeration,
Tree & Shrub care.

703-323-5544

9401 Burke Road • Open Mon-Sat. 8-8, Sun 8-7
www.burkenursery.com

One coupon per customer, per day. Not valid with any
other offers. Not valid on sale items or landscape

design services. Offer expires 7/13/14.

20% OFF
ALL HYDRANGEAS

No limit. Not valid with any other offers.
Not valid on sale items or landscape design

services. Offer expires 7/13/14.

Any Hanging Basket

$500 OFF
c

703-323-1188

c
Does not include Fountains. Not valid with

any other offers. Offer expires 7/13/14.

All Pottery & Statuary
20% OFF

50% OFF Market Packs: Reg. $2.49, Now $1.25!
While Supplies Last

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
springfield@connectionnewspapers.com or complete

our online form at springfieldconnection.com
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is July 17.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in July

By Janelle Germanos

 The Connection

T
his year’s graduating class
from West Springfield High
School is one of the most

high-achieving classes in the school’s
history.

That’s what Mark Greenfelder,
principal of West Springfield High
School and graduate of the school’s
class of 1987, said at the Class of
2014’s graduation ceremony on
June 23 at the Patriot Center.

“The Class of 2014 is the highest
achieving class I’ve had the privilege
to be associated with,” he said.

The Class of 2014 at West Spring-
field has a collective grade point
average of 3.3. Additionally, there
are 186 students with an average of
3.7 and higher, and 102 honor graduates with an
average of 4.0 or higher. They’ve been awarded
6.9 million dollars in scholarships and have three
national merit finalists, Greenfelder said.

Greenfelder told the graduates to pursue their
passion, but to remember that pursuing a passion
can be difficult at times.

“Find that intersection of what you love
to do and what you’re naturally good at,
and be relentless in pursing it,” Greenfelder
said.

Keynote speaker Duke Baird, a
math teacher at West Springfield
and a former officer in the Marine
Corps, encouraged the students to
learn from their failures, which will
propel them to greatness.

“Most of you will figure out how
to handle success, but it is during
life’s shortfalls when you must be
your strongest. You must be pre-
pared to deal with failure,” he said.
“Failure is often looked at as a nega-
tive thing, especially in the world of
education. I completely disagree.”

He also encouraged the students
to stop spending so much time on
their smart phones.

“Find the closest body of water
and throw your smart phone in it,”
he said. “Life will pass you by if your
head is always down looking at a
screen.”

Nikola Marcich delivered the
honor graduate address, and

thanked the teachers and parents who have sup-
ported the Class of 2014 in their journey. He spoke
about each year’s story and the story they have yet
to live.

“Although we complain about all these books
we’ve been assigned, they all have important sto-
ries,” he said.

‘The Highest Achieving Class’
West Springfield Class of 2014
told to ‘follow
dreams, learn.

Duke Baird, a math
teacher at West
Springfield and a
former officer in the
U.S. Marine Corps,
delivers the keynote
address.

Graduates of
West Spring-
field High
School prepare
to throw their
caps during
the school’s
graduation
ceremony on
June 23.

The West
Springfield
High School
Madrigals
perform at the
Class of 2014’s
graduation
ceremony on
June 23.

Photos by Janelle Germanos/The Connection

Justice Junkins, Allan Jordan Hernandez, Carson Jones, Chloe Jones
proudly pose with their new diplomas.

Aaron Jenkins, Program Director for Operation Understanding DC, com-
bined humor, selfies, and Dr. Seuss inspiration during his commencement
address to the new graduates.

Saying Goodbye
At Lee High

I
 feel amazing,” began Aaron
Jenkins, the commencement
speaker for Robert E. Lee
High School. He then pro-

ceeded to take a selfie from the
stage with the more than 350 se-
niors in the background. Jenkins
thanked all the families, friends,
and significant others who helped
the graduates get to this moment.
He told the audience of eager
graduates, “I see the world when I
look at you,” and urged them to
wear their robes and caps all day
long in celebration. Jenkins, the
program director of Operation
Understand D.C., asked the captive
audience “who are you? Who do
you want to be? Make a choice,

choose the road, and keep stand-
ing out.”

Student speakers recalled their
first food fight, pep rallies, and the
multiple snow days in the last year.
But above all, the friends are the
things they’ll miss the most from
the class of 2014. The class presi-
dent Vincent Zhao said goodbye to
the school and handed his marshal
baton to the next generation. Ben-
jamin Lobo gave the graduate ad-
dress and as the Grand March by
Clare Grundman played, the new
graduates exited the Patriot Cen-
ter towards the next phase in their
lives.

—  Veronica Bruno

“

Viewpoints
Lee High Graduates: Where Do You See
Yourself in five to 10 Years From Now?

New graduate Kelsey Bush walks with confidence after receiving her
diploma. Mikael Mulatu waves to the crowd as the class of 2014 exits the building.

“I see myself working as a soft-
ware engineer for a well-known
company.”

— Nadia Abdikarim

“I see myself getting my Master’s
degree.”

— Meron Aklilu

“I plan on opening my own cloth-
ing store.”

 — Fernanda Moco

“I plan to attend the Graduate
School of Dentistry.”

— Nohamin Gebremichael

“I would like to be a psycholo-
gist, specifically criminal psycholo-
gist. I also hope to have my own
family with two kids.”

— Brenda Hidalgo

“I plan on going to medical
school. I would like to be an endo-
crinologist.”

— Elda Abraham

Photos by

Veronica Bruno

The Connection

—  Veronica Bruno

Graduations 2014
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News

By Janelle Germanos

 The Gazette

F
or his work in strength
ening Fort Belvoir’s rela-
tionship with Fairfax
County and for serving

as a community leader, Colonel
Gregory D. Gadson was honored
with a proclamation from the
Board of Supervisors as he departs
Fort Belvoir on June 25.

“He’s been wonderful to work
with, and I would especially like
to recognize the partnership ef-
forts that we’ve made between
Fort Belvoir and the Army in find-
ing things that we can do together.
You have personally invested your
own time and efforts into that pro-
cess,” said Sharon Bulova, chair-
man of the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors.

The motion was requested by
Supervisors Pat Herrity, Jeff McKay

and veterans through the
Wounded Warrior Project.

“You are an inspiration.
Just when I thought our
relationship with Fort
Belvoir couldn’t get any
stronger, you led an effort
to see where we could
work harder together, and
it’s been a very successful
effort. It’s been recognized
by our community too,”
Herrity said.

McKay thanked Gadson
for his service and recog-
nized his ability to work
together with Fairfax
County.

“From day one, when I
met Colonel Gadson, he
made it clear that the
doors of Fort Belvoir were
open to the community,”
McKay said.

Donald Carr, director of
public affairs at Fort
Belvoir, was also recog-
nized for his service by the
Board of Supervisors.

McKay said of Carr that there
hasn’t been a major effort at Fort
Belvoir that Carr hasn’t been in-

Gadson praised for strengthening
relationship between Fairfax County
and Fort Belvoir.

Gadson, Army Honored by Board of Supervisors

and Gerry Hyland, calling him an
“outstanding leader and asset to
the community,” and came during
June 13-21, a week Fairfax County
designated as Army Week.

Gadson has been garrison com-
mander of Fort Belvoir since June
2012.  He has served in active duty
in every major conflict in the last
20 years, including Operation
Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and has received three
bronze stars and a Purple Heart.

Gadson was applauded by the
board for working together with
Fairfax County, including the wid-
ening of Route One, for which he
was named the 2013 Mount
Vernon-Lee Chamber of Com-
merce Citizen of the Year and the
2014 Lord Fairfax from the Mount
Vernon District.

Herrity recognized Gadson’s “ca-
reer full of accomplishments,” in-
cluding his work for Fort Belvoir

and said he was humbled
by the recognition. He was
also thankful for Fairfax
County declaring June 13-
21 as Army Week.

“I have never heard of
any kind of government
going through this mea-
sure in recognizing the
army,” he said.

Gadson called the part-
nership with Fairfax
County a “vital relation-
ship.”

“Our relationship with
you has really been about
a partnership. It is about
a true relationship, it goes
well beyond social nice-
ties, but a deep concern
for what we both have at
stake, and that’s why I be-
lieve our partnership of
what we’ve been able to
accomplish has been pro-
found and why we all
have optimism as we go
forward,” Gadson said.

Gadson said he is proud
to settle in Fairfax County, some-
thing the board members were
happy to hear.

Photo by Janelle Germanos/The Connection

Colonel Gregory D. Gadson was recog-
nized for his work in improving the
relationship between Fort Belvoir and
Fairfax County as he departs from his
position on June 25.

volved in, and Hyland called him
a true friend of Fairfax County.

Gadson expressed his thanks
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Select your products
from our Mobile Showroom

and Design Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Est. 1999Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

Handyman Services
Available:

Call 703-999-2928

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

To Advertise Your Community
of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

Kids’ Bible Camp

You’re Invited!
Join the kids of St. Andrew’s

in God’s Big Backyard!

Ages 31⁄2 –8 years
703-455-2500 • vbs@standrews.net

6509 Sydenstricker Rd., Burke, VA 22015
July 7–11

8:45 a.m.–12 p.m.

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

Fountains,
Benches &

Statues 25% Off

Fountains,
Benches &

Statues 25% Off

Fountains,
Benches &

Statues 25% Off

Fountains,
Benches &

Statues 25% Off

Fountains,
Benches &

Statues 25% Off

Bonsai,
Orchids &

Cactus 25% Off

Bonsai,
Orchids &

Cactus 25% Off

Bonsai,
Orchids &

Cactus 25% Off

Bonsai,
Orchids &

Cactus 25% Off

Bonsai,
Orchids &

Cactus 25% Off

FREE Fill50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

Bulk
Mulch
$24.99 cu. yd.

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and so much more!FREE ESTIMATES!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining
Walls, Landscaping
and so much more!FREE ESTIMATES!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining
Walls, Landscaping
and so much more!

New Shipments
Annuals & Perennials,

Hanging Baskets!

New Shipments
Annuals & Perennials,

Hanging Baskets!

New Shipments
Annuals & Perennials,

Hanging Baskets!

New Shipments
Annuals & Perennials,

Hanging Baskets!

New Shipments
Annuals & Perennials,

Hanging Baskets!

FRIDAYS/JUNE 27-AUG. 29
Braddock Nights Concert Series.

7:30-8:30 p.m. Lake Accotink Park,
7500 Accotink Park Road,
Springfield. Listen to musical
performances in the great outdoors.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/ for location and
schedule.

FRIDAY/JUNE 27
 Careers with Beers. 3-7 p.m.

Shooters Sports Bar, 7052 Spring
Garden Drive, Springfield. Come grab
Happy Hour drinks made by Danny
Tung, CORE volunteer, and
appetizers as you take in career tips,
volunteer opportunities and more. A
portion of the proceeds will be
donated to CORE.

Tiny Tots Music. 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Develop your
child’s language skills with music,
songs and play. Ages 1-2 with adult.
Register at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/ under “Events.”

Explore It with the Smithsonian’s
Spark! Lab. 2-2:45 p.m. Richard
Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce Street,
Springfield. Create a musical
instrument. Ages 6-12. Register at
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/rb/ under “Events.”

Keeping Up with the Kids — Learn
about Flickr, Facebook,
YouTube, Twitter, and Skype. 2-
3 p.m. Kings Park Library, 9000
Burke Lake Road, Burke. Learn the
basics with our one-on-one
technology volunteer about the social
networking tools that can help you
stay in touch with your kids and
grandkids.º703-978-5600.

4th Annual Bachelors and
Bachelorettes for Breast Cancer
Fashion Show and Auction. 7 –
11 p.m. Waterford Springfield, 6715
Commerce Street, Springfield. Clarke
Entertainment is hosting its 4th
Annual Bachelors and Bachelorettes
for Breast Cancer Fashion Show and
Auction. Come enjoy the evening
while bidding for a date with local
supporters.

SATURDAYS/JUNE 28-AUG. 23
Burke Arts in the Parks. 10 - 11 a.m.

Burke Lake Park Amphitheater, 7315
Ox Road, Fairfax Station. Entertain
children, teach them the importance
of protecting our natural resources,
introduce them to live entertainment
in an informal kid friendly
atmosphere, and forge a connection
between kids and parks. Call 703-
323-6601.

SATURDAY/JUNE 28
Workshop: DIY Painted Garden

Flags. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Green Spring

Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Horticulturalist Nancy
Olney leads you through this
summer-fun project with dyed fabric,
fabric paint, adhesive and templates
provided. $45. Register at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or 703-642-5173.

Workshop: Ikebana Flower
Arranging. 10-11:30 p.m. Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road, Alexandria. Learn the rich
symbolism and fundamentals of
Japanese flower arrangement and
take home your own arrangement.
$55. Register at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or 703-642-5173.

Storytime and Rhyme. 10:30-11:15
a.m. Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke.
Storytelling, music and movement
with Wolf Trap teaching artist Kofi
Dennis. 703-644-7333.

Classics Book Reading Group. 12-2
p.m. Richard Byrd Library, 7250
Commerce Street, Springfield. Join
Professor Roger Lathbury and explore
classics in literature in a casual
setting. This month’s title: Ethan
Frome by Edith Wharton. 703-451-
8055.

Teen Author Elisa Nader and
Cover Art Contest. 2:30-3:30 p.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. Elisa Nader, author of
teen thriller Escape from Eden and a
graphic and user experience
designer, discusses her book and
shares design tips for creating teen
book covers. Age 12-18. 703-978-
5600.

Saturday Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-1
p.m., at the parking lot at the
intersection of West and Main Streets
behind Wells Fargo Bank in Fairfax.
Every Saturday there is fresh
produce, goods and wares at the
market. church@sovgracefairfax.org
or
www.FairfaxSaturdayMarket.com.Saturday/

JUNE 28 – WEDNESDAY/JULY 2
 Arts from the Turkic World

Exhibit. 3950 University Drive,
Fairfax. The exhibition will feature a
collection of works from various
Turkic countries and territories as
well as the works of featured artists
of Turkic descent.

SUNDAY/JUNE 29
Walkathon. 8 a.m. Burke Lake Park,

7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station. This
Walkathon benefits the INOVA
Children’s Hospital and BAPS
Charities.  BAPS Charities is a
501(c)(3) registered nonprofit
international charity organization
committed to sincerely serving the
world by caring for individuals,
families, and communities. BAPS
Charities has amassed over 50 years
of firsthand experience in initiating,

managing, and sustaining
humanitarian operations throughout
the world.

Sunday Farmers Market. 10 a.m.-2
p.m., at the parking lot at the
intersection of West and Main Streets
behind Wells Fargo Bank in Fairfax.
Every Saturday there is fresh
produce, goods and wares at the
market. church@sovgracefairfax.org
or www.FairfaxSundayMarket.com.

MONDAY/JUNE 30
Let’s Grow Garden Club. 10:30 a.m.-

12 p.m. Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Every-other-Monday meetings to keep
3-8 year old minds active for hands-on
gardening, crafting, natural science
lessons and nature walks. $75.
Register at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/greenspring or 703-642-5173.

THURSDAY/JULY 3
 Workhouse Farmers Market. 3-6

p.m., at the Workhouse, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Every Thursday on the
quad is a producer-only market for
discerning shoppers featuring locally
grown fruits and vegetables, locally
raised meats and poultry and local
foods from breads to salsas and
sausages. www.smartmarkets.org.

FRIDAY/JULY 4
City of Fairfax Independence Day

Parade. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 4100 Chain
Bridge Road, Fairfax, around Historic
Old Town Fairfax and passing the
Reviewing stand on Armstrong
Street. Come see eight high school
marching, large inflatable parade
balloons, horses and clowns. http://
www.fairfaxva.gov/about-us/special-
events/independence-day-
celebration.

Evening Show and Fireworks. 7
p.m. Fairfax High School, 3501 Rebel
Run, Fairfax. Music and dancing to
rock & roll favorites; the City of
Fairfax Band will play the 1812
during the fireworks display at 9:30
p.m. Rain date: July 5. http://
www.fairfaxva.gov/about-us/special-
events/independence-day-
celebration.

Lorton’s Fourth of July Parade. 11
a.m.-2 p.m. VRE Parking Lot, 8990
Lorton Station Blvd., Lorton. Lorton’s
fourth annual Independence Day
parade.

SATURDAY/JULY 5
Trackless Train Ride. 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

and 12:30-1:30 p.m. Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. For ages 3-adult, take a
trackless ride to the Historic House
and ponds of Green Spring Gardens.
$3. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring.

Send notes to the Connection at south@connectionnewspapers.com
or call 703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday prior to the next
paper’s publication. Dated announcements should be submitted at least
two weeks prior to the event.

Entertainment
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

*Waynewood School District, Fort Hunt, Five 
miles south of Old Town, off Parkway*

* Walk, jog or bike to river, Hollin Hall shopping center, 
private pool parks, public parks playgrounds, tennis courts*

*Drive, metro or bike to work*

$2950/mo with bank wire, negotiable lease term, available 
7/22, one mo deposit, credit check, house trained dog 

considered with deposit, no cats due to allergies.

4BR/3BA/Country kitchen/Family room, double garage & 
patio room with swingset behind privacy fenced back yard
Partially finished basement with private entrance, updated 

bath, sink, small fridge and microwave, Modest brick exteri-
or on wooded and fenced 3/4 acre lot disguises roomy 

interior with many unique features

. Located in the heart of the Fort Hunt section of Alexandria. 
4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, country kitchen, family room with 
fireplace, hardwood floors and ceiling fans throughout, gas 

radiator heat, ac, covered porches front and rear, plus 
basement with updated 3rd bath, sink, small fridge, 

microwave and private entrance, washer/dryer, privacy yard 
with swing set off patio room and double garage separated 

from house with breezeway. Storage plus in attic, 
basement, garage, patio room.

Easy drive, bike or metro to Old Town Alexandria, 
Fort Belvoir, Pentagon, Fort Myer, Navy Yard and DC. 

Conveniently located less than a mile from
the George Washington Parkway for easy access to 495, 

Old Town Alexandria, Reagan National Airport, and 
Arlington.

*Call 703-862-7240 

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF CLIFTON

JULY 1, 2014

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Clifton Town Council 
and Planning Commission will hold a joint Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, July 1, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Clifton Community 
Hall, 12641 Chapel Road, Clifton, Virginia. The purpose is to 
consider amendment and revision of the Signs regulations 
within the Zoning Ordinance, found in Chapter 9, Article 2 Gen-
eral Regulations, Section 9-14 of the Code of Town of Clifton, 
Virginia.  
The proposed revision is available for review on the Town web-
site http://clifton-va.com under the Town Council – News from 
the Council drop-down menu.   
A hard copy may be examined at the Clifton Post Office, 12644 
Chapel Road, Clifton, Virginia.  All interested parties are en-
couraged to attend the Public Hearing to express their views 
with respect to the proposed amendment and revision of the 
Signs section of the Zoning Ordinance.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

fsaTECH
Computer Repairs and Upgrades (PC + MAC)

• Wired & Wireless Networks
• Virus/Spyware Removal and Prevention
• Laptop, iPad, Broken Screen Replacement

(571) 527 9365
Service@fsatech.com

Fayyaz Khan

Open 7 Days
a Week

Microsoft Certified System Engineer + Internet
Cisco Certified Network Professional
CompTIA A+ and CompTIA Security +

101 Computers 101 Computers

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE

A Kader Enterprises, Inc trad-
ing as Deli Mall Cafe & Kabab, 
6553 Loisdale Ct, Springfield, 
VA 22150. The above estab-

lishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Beer 
off Premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Abdul Kader, President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Maggiano’s Holding 

Corporation, trading as 
Maggiano’s Little Italy, 6500 

Springfield Mall (in Springfield 
Town Center), Springfield, VA 
22150. The above establish-

ment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 

and Beer On; Mixed Beverage 
(seating capacity 151 seats or 
more) license to sell or manu-
facture alcoholic beverages. 

Bryan D. McCrory, 
President/Treasurer/Secretary
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Yard Sale  8320 Oakford Dr.
Springfield,  8am Sat 6/28

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

EmploymentEmployment

Nysmith School
for the Gifted Herndon, VA

Nysmith School Preschool through 8th Grade
Hiring for 2014-2015 academic year

College Degree Required:
• Preschool Co-Teachers – $26.67
• Middle School Co-Teachers

• Part time 7th Grade Earth Science
(7.5 hours per week)

• Latin
• Spanish
• French

Extended Care Counselors:
Bachelor Degree preferred/Min. high school
diploma plus 6 months childcare experience.
$8-$11/hr. based on experience.
Flexible after school hours
Join our Playground Team!
Looking for several people to assist teachers in
monitoring children at recess on the playground. Fun
and friendly environment – Flexible Hours. $12/hr.

Send resumes to resume@nysmith.com
Fax: 703-713-3336

Drivers – Local Combo 
P&D Drivers/Dock 
Workers Needed.

FT/PT. Excellent Hourly Rate, Home 
Daily, Fully Paid Medical Benefits CDL-
A w/XT or HTN req. Call 855-378-4972. 

YRC Freight is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer Minorities/Females/

Disabled/Protected Veterans 

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. The deadline for submissions is the Friday prior
to publication. Dated announcements should be sub-
mitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

FRIDAY/JUNE 27
English Conversation Group. 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. Practice your English conversation skills.
703-978-5600.

Basic Computer Skills Training. 1-2 p.m. Kings
Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
Learn basic computer skills with our one-on-one
technology volunteers.º703-978-5600.

Genealogy Help Desk. 2-3 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Bring your family history stumpers to the experts.
Accomplished genealogists and library staff will
be on hand to assist you. Ask at the Virginia
Room desk or call 703-293-6227.

SATURDAY/JUNE 28
Master Gardeners Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. Masters Gardeners from the Fairfax
County Cooperative Extension host plant clinic to
answer your gardening questions.º703-978-5600.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. City
of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North Street,
Fairfax. Master Gardeners provide horticultural
tips, information, techniques and advice to home
gardeners. 703-293-6227.

Genealogy Help Desk. 2-3 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Bring your family history stumpers to the experts.
Accomplished genealogists and library staff will
be on hand to assist you. Ask at the Virginia
Room desk or call 703-293-6227.

Books — Magic is Real. 2:30-3:15 p.m. Richard
Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce Street, Springfield.
Magician Joe Romano magically brings books to
life. Ages 6-12. Register at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/rb/
under “Events.”

Spanish Class for Children. 3-4 p.m. Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke. Spanish
conversation class for children. Age 7-13. 703-
978-5600.

Dog Adoption. 12 – 3 p.m. PETCO, Greenbriar
Towncenter, 13053 Lee Jackson Memorial
Highway, Fairfax.

SUNDAY/JUNE 29
 Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 1-4 p.m. Pohick

Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. The Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association gives tips and advice.º703-644-7333.

English Conversation Group. 7-8:30 p.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Practice and improve your English. 703-249-
1520.

MONDAY/JUNE 30
Library eBook Tech Help. 11 a.m. City of Fairfax

Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Learn to use the library’s eBook collection and
compatible devices with a library staff
member.º703-293-6227.

Walk-in eBook Clinic. 7-8:30 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. Help with downloading library eBooks.
Bring your device and its account ID and
password. 703-644-7333.

ONGOING
Singers Wanted for the Celebration Singers.

The women’s show choir is interested in new
talent to perform at various Northern Virginia
community sites. Practices are Wednesdays 10:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. in Burke. Contact Gayle Parsons,
703-644-4485 or email gparsons3@cox.net.

Online Scavenger Hunt. Visit Fairfax tasks those
interested in becoming “citizen ambassadors” to
the county (those informed on fun, creative
weekend outings in the area) to find two Fairfax
County Ambassador icons hidden throughout the
fxva.com website in order to join the ambassador
team; those who find all five hidden pins will
receive a complimentary gift. www.fxva.com/
online-ambassador.

Senior Fall Prevention Classes. 1:30-2:30 p.m.,
at the Woodlands Retirement Community, 4320
Forest Hill Drive, Fairfax. Tuesday and/or
Thursday classes in a heated pool designed to
work on balance and core muscles for injury
prevention. $10. 703-667-9800.

Bulletin Board
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he 2013-14 high school sports
season was full of memorable
moments and accomplishments.
The following is a look back at

some of the highlights from around Fairfax,
Fairfax Station, Lorton, Burke and Spring-
field.

Spring Sports
The South County softball team won the

program’s first state championship, beating
previously undefeated Cosby 4-1 in the 6A
final. Stallions pitcher Rebecca Martin fin-
ished her high school career with another
gem in the circle, tossing a complete-game
three-hitter while striking out 10. Catcher
Haylea Geer hit a momentum-swinging solo
home run in the fourth inning.

“She’s been clutch from Day One,” South
County head coach Gary Dillow said about
Martin. “She came in as a freshman and won
that 12-inning game against [West
Potomac] for our first conference champi-
onship with this group. Nothing fazes her.
She’s always relaxed. She’s pitched every
clutch game for us the last four years and
usually when we lose, it’s because we don’t
score, it’s not because she hasn’t pitched
well.”

The Stallions finished with a 26-3 record.
South County was runner-up in Conference
7, but responded by winning 6A North re-
gion and state titles. Prior to 2014, South
County’s last trip to the state tournament
came in 2009.

The Lake Braddock softball team also had
a strong season, finishing with a 25-3 record
and reaching the state playoffs. The Bruins
won their second straight Patriot District/
Conference 7 championship and qualified
for states with a 3-2 win over Langley in
the region semifinals. However, Lake
Braddock dropped its final two games of
the season, losing to South County in the
region final and Cosby in the state semis.

Lake Braddock will lose all-region pitcher
Ashley Flesch to graduation, but the Bruins
figure to return all but two members of this
year’s team.

“We’re good,” Lake Braddock head coach
George Rumore said. “We’re going to lose
Ashley and we’re going to lose Amanda
Patterson, but we have pitching. … We’re
fine. The future still looks good.”

In baseball, West Springfield won its first
conference/district championship since
2009. The Spartans advanced to the region
semifinals, where they lost to Chantilly. West
Springfield finished the season with an 18-
7 record and one win shy of the state tour-
nament.

West Springfield’s conference-champion-
ship season came one year after failing to
qualify for regionals with a loss to Lee in
the opening round of the 2013 district tour-
nament.

“In our locker room, we believed in each
other and we knew we had a pretty good

Braddock 66-56 in the region final. The
Cavaliers had lost their previous three
matchups with Lake Braddock by a com-
bined eight points.

“[I’m] really happy for our kids, really
happy for our school community,” Woodson
head coach Doug Craig said. “This was a
very difficult week. The fact that our Cav-
alry (student section) was out in such great
numbers says a lot about the school com-
munity. To give them an hour-and-a-half,
hour-and-45-minute distraction tonight,
something to feel good about, that’s what
sports is supposed to be about at the high
school level.”

The Lake Braddock boys’ basketball team
repeated as Patriot District/Conference 7
champions. The Edison girls’ team won the
5A North region championship, the Eagles’
second consecutive region title. The West
Springfield girls’ team won the Conference
7 title and reached the state tournament for
the fourth time in five years.

The Paul VI boys’ and girls’ basketball
teams each won WCAC and VISAA champi-
onships.

In wrestling, Robinson won its third state
championship in four years. Rams’ heavy-
weight Jake Pinkston won his fourth con-
secutive region championship, reached the
state final for the fourth straight year and
won his second state title. Lake Braddock
finished third in the state and had three
individuals reach their respective state fi-
nals, with Darius Wiles winning the 113-
pound title. South County’s Hunter Manley
won the 132-pound state championship.

In gymnastics, South County’s Collea Bur-
gess won the 6A North region all-around
title. Hayfield’s Molly Overstreet won the
individual bars state championship.

In swimming, the Robinson boys’ team
took home a state championship.

Fall Sports
The Lake Braddock football team won its

first 12 games of the 2013 season, winning
the Conference 7 championship along the
way. But the Bruins failed to hold a 13-point
fourth-quarter lead against Westfield in the
6A North region semifinals, and ended their
season with a 19-16 loss.

The South County and Robinson football
teams reached the region quarterfinals.

In field hockey, Fairfax and South County
reached the 6A North region semifinals.

In cross country, West Springfield senior
Caroline Alcorta won the 6A girls’ individual
state title with a meet-record time of 17
minutes, 13 seconds at Great Meadow.

“I was just hoping to win,” Alcorta said.
“I didn’t expect to get the course record.”

Lake Braddock’s Hannah Christen placed
second and Katy Kunc was third, leading
the girls’ team to a third-place finish. The
boys’ team finished state runner-up, led by
Alex Corbett’s second-place finish.

In volleyball, South County reached the
region semifinals before losing to eventual
state champion Langley.

squad and we knew we had a lot of talent,”
West Springfield head coach Jason Olms
said. “We just had to put it all together and
go out and compete.”

In lacrosse, the Robinson boys’ team won
its first state championship since 2007. The
Rams started the season 1-3, but closed with
17 consecutive victories, including a 9-7 win
over Langley in the state final. Robinson also
won Conference 5 and 6A North region
titles.

“I knew we had what it took,” Robinson
sophomore Johnny Daniel said about reach-
ing the state final. “In the beginning of the
year, I doubted it for a second. We definitely
stepped it up after we lost to Landon. …
We promised to Coach [Matt] Curran that
we wouldn’t lose any more games, because
that’s the worst feeling you can possibly
have. We just stuck to our word and did the
best that we could.”

In tennis, the Lake Braddock boys’ team
won the 6A state title, defeating Langley in

the state final and wrapping up an unde-
feated season. Lake Braddock’s Jacob
Daugherty and Long Huynh won the boys’
doubles title.

The South County girls’ track and field
team finished state runner-up, and the Lake
Braddock girls’ soccer team reached the re-
gion semifinals.

Winter Sports
 Members of the W.T. Woodson boys’ bas-

ketball team dealt with the death of two
classmates during the 2014 6A North re-
gion tournament. While the tragedies af-
fected the emotions of several Cavaliers, the
team found a way to continue winning and
eventually captured the program’s second
consecutive region title.

Woodson secured a berth in the Virginia
state tournament by defeating Herndon 63-
62 in overtime in the region semifinals. The
following evening, Woodson defeated Lake

High School Sports Season Produces Memorable Moments

Photo by Louise Krafft/The Connection

Members of the South County softball team celebrate with Haylea Geer
(2) after the catcher hit a solo home run in the fourth inning of the 6A
state final against Cosby.

Connection File Photo

Members of the Woodson boys’ basketball team and Cavalier fans cel-
ebrate the team winning the 6A North region championship.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

6/30/14.

6/30/14.
6/30/14.

6/30/14.
6/30/14.

6/30/14. 6/30/14.

6/30/14.

6/30/14.6/30/14.

6/30/14.
6/30/14.

6/30/14.
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# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service: www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Clifton $1,260,000
Estate living close in! Privacy on .9 acre. 4 BR, 5.5 BA,
Entry and back stairways, Gourmet Kitchen, Media
Room, Dry Sauna, $80K remodel MBR BA, English pub
bar, Pool/spa, Deck, Hardscape patio and walkways. Backs
to parkland.

Melody Elliott 703-963-8074

Alexandria $599,900
Kingstowne Beauty! Brick end TH, 3 BR, 3.5 BA, Kitchen
with Stainless Steel appls & granite, Living, Dining,
Family, cathedral ceilings, newer windows, 2 decks, Braz
Cherry HDWDS, Rec room Gas Fireplace, 2-car Garage.

Amanda Scott 703-772-9190

Centreville $358,000
Charming, roomy end unit TH with 3 perfectly finished
lvls! Fabulous deck and flagstone patio backing to com-
mon ground. Best lot in the community! Bright spacious
kitchen with hardwood floors, huge rec room with fire-
place, new carpet and paint. Move-in Ready!

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Burke $227,000
Welcome home!
This lovely 2 BR,
1 BA one-level unit
is clean, bright, and
cheerful. Eat-in
kitchen w/walkout
to manicured gar-
den/patio. LR fire-
place & built-in
bookshelves.
Beautiful HW
floors. Walking dis-
tance to bus, shops,
restaurants, nature
trails.

Mary
Schlesinger
703-403-6164

Fairfax $649,500
Vacation at home in your in-ground pool! Spacious,
updated home sits on 0.9 flat and sunny acres! So many
updates including wood floors, replacement windows,
granite kitchen, and remodeled pool! Two zone gas heat,
unbelievable room sizes. Sought-after Colchester Hunt
neighborhood! Robinson Schools!

Marsha Wolber 703-618-4397

Fairfax $625,000
Lovely, well-maintained 5 BR, 2.5 BA Colonial in Kings
Park West. Updates include new HVAC, driveway, walk-
way, porch, windows, washer/dryer, stainless appliances
& more. Spacious master suite w/sitting area. Large fin-
ished basement w/rec room, work bench, & plenty of stor-
age. It is just minutes from Metrobus, VRE, GMU, and
top-rated schools!
Mary Hovland 703-946-1775•Cathy DeLoach 571-276-9421

Springfield/Franconia $574,900
Location, Location! 3-Level Colonial. 5 BR, 2.5 BA, car-
pet, tile, hdwds, new paint, upgraded kitchen, family
room with fireplace, large living room, dining room. 2 car
carport. Close to shopping (Springfield Mall), transporta-
tion, schools.

Buzz Jordan 703-503-1866

Lake Anna $879,900
Fabulous Lake Anna Views! 5 BR, 3 BA waterfront home
close to Timm's Restaurant! Home features hardwood
flooring, fenced back yard, outstanding water views!
Screened-in porch on deck and dock.

Liz Wilson 540-226-6475

Fairfax $569,000
Enjoy life in this stunning contemporary sited on a cul-
de-sac, just a 5 minute walk to the pool, park, tennis
courts & Woodglen Lake! Inside delights include 3 large
& sunny bedrooms (room for 4), 3.5 baths, a kitchen with
Corian counters and seamless sink; a gorgeous glass
walled family room; a finished Rec Room & a private
master suite with picture windows and huge master bath.

Catie & Steve Morales 703-278-9313

Lorton $595,000
Beautiful, elegant home! 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath with sweep-
ing open floor-plan. Dramatic 2-story foyer. Large
kitchen, bright morning room, huge fully finished base-
ment are some of the features that make this home
outstanding!

Karen Schiro 703-509-3888

Haymarket $635,000
NEW LISTING in REGENCY 55+ active adult golf & coun-
try club community at Dominion Valley. 4BR/3 bath,
gourmet kitchen with granite & gas cooktop. Master &
2nd BR, office, sunroom on main. Loft with 2 more BRs
& den. Screened porch & views to treed common area.
Close to clubhouse, pools, fitness & activities. See photos
& more www.marylaroche.com.

Mary LaRoche 703-919-0747

Gainesville $599,900
Heritage Hunt 55+. Live on the golf course! 4 BR, 3 BA,
Main lvl MBR, Gourmet Kitchen with 42" cabinets &
Corian, HDWD, Living, Dining, Family, Breakfast,
Sunroom, finished W/O Lower Level with Rec room &
wet bar, Den, Deck, BR, 2-car Garage. Views!

Amanda Scott 703-772-9190

Lake Anna $1,499,900
Gated Waterfront Compound! 4 bedroom, 31⁄2 bath,
including guest quarters, on 4.72 acres, with huge boat-
house with screen room, lift & much more.

Toni McQuair 703-795-2697

Fairfax $699,850
Ridges of Glendilough. Updated and upgraded on a beau-
tiful lot bordering on community common ground and
Popes Head Creek. Dazzling kitchen with Granite and
stainless and custom cabinets. There is so much more in
this 3 level home on a 1/2 acre. Woodson HS.

Ellie Wester 703-503-1880

Clifton $1,325,000
Immaculate 6 BR, 6.5 BA, 3-car garage custom home.
Sited on 5 acres with pool, 2 tiered deck and sports court.
Gourmet kitchen, morning room, grand family room and
much more! Beautifully decorated. Perfect in every way!

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Clifton $2,000,000
Over 20 acres with 4 gorgeous buildable 5 acre lots with a
1900s farmhouse. Many options for this flat open land
surrounded by stately trees! Soils studies have been done.
Private yet convenient location.

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Fairfax Station/Crosspointe $799,900
Over 5,000 SF Manchester model with wing extension!
Plantation shutters, custom built-ins, 2 home offices,
huge master BR suite w/ elegant new bathroom! Finished
walk-out basement. Oversized garage for 2 large vehicles!
David Billups & Virginia Clark-Billups 703-690-1795

Falls Church $899,000
Beautiful Colonial of superior quality, built in 2009,
located in Falls Church on half acre lot offers open
floor plan, huge family room w/gas fireplace, office,
center island chef’s kitchen & 5 BRs to include
fabulous master suite & LL Au pair suite. Close to
D.C., Mark Center – Alexandria, Pentagon, all major
routes & Reagan Nat’l Airport. Enjoy golfing at
close-by Army Navy Country Club as well!
Mary Hovland 703-946-1775•Cathy DeLoach 571-276-9421

Fairfax $675,000
Well-maintained, stately 4 BR/3.5 BA Colonial has
exceptional finishes throughout. Replaced every-
thing & upgraded all. Offers hardwood floors,
kitchen w/granite & SS appliances, built-ins, walk-
out LL to paver patios overlooking amazing gardens
& 2-car garage. Close to schools, Metro bus, VRE,
GMU & shopping. This is a special home!
Mary Hovland 703-946-1775•Cathy DeLoach 571-276-9421

Springfield $500,000
Expanded Georgetown model w/family rm & storage room
rear bump-out. Many improvements past 5 yrs incl gor-
geous hdwd floors, carpeting, fresh paint, granite in kit &
baths, HWH, vinyl siding, gas conversion & more. Eat-in
Kit w/adjoining laundry rm. Fam rm off kit. Formal LR &
DR. Four good-sized bedrooms up. 2-car garage. Steps to
Huntsman Lake, shopping, buses. Close to VRE & Metro.
1 yr warranty.   Jim Fox 703-503-1800


