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Congratulations to all of the Outstanding
Principals listed below.

They have been rated highest by our memberships in those schools

Fairfax County Federation of Teachers
Teachers Care!

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: MIDDLE SCHOOL.: HIGH SCHOOLS:

Bonnie Glazewski Penny Gros (Glascow) Teresa Johnson

(Oak View) viw'w (Chantilly)

Jesse Kraft | A/ Nardos King

(Providence) (Mt. Vernon)

Michael Macrina Michael Yohe

(Island Creek) (Falls Church)

Suzanne Montgomery Jeff Yost

(Laurel Hill) (Woodson)

Lindsay Trout

(Terraset)

THANK YOU TO ALL

OF OUR MEMBERS WHO
RETURNED THE SURVEY

Save up to $15,0000 Sove up to $22,5000

Coming Soonl

WESTEND AT WESTEND AT WESTEND AT
STONE RIDGE STONE RIDGE STONE RIDGE
TOWNE CENTRE CROSSING CEDARWOOD CENTRE PARK
2-Lavve] Villas Single Family Homes featuring Luxury Elevator Garage Condos from
from the Low $400's 1-Level Living the Low $300'

7037645492 703-764-5482 T03-764-5487

Sove up to 515, G'EHZH

Save up to 5250000

L " :: 1 5 i
X . Save up to 517,5001
g

BROADLANDS ERAMBLETON ESTATES AT BULL RUN

!l THE VILLAGES SOUTHBEND AT GOLF CLUB
AT BROADLANDS EMERALD RIDGE Single Family Homes featuring
# 50+ Active Adult Living Z2-Level Villas 1-Level Living
from the Mid S8300' fram thie Mic S400' from the Mid $700's
F 41}(_. RAFTED Hp Meg 703-764-5482 703-744-5433 703-744-5443

Uﬂ-ﬂ 0’@: _ www.VanMetreHomes.com

~sivce wss—" & TEOEO:M
2
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FAIRFAX CONNECTION EDITOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC
703-778-9414 OR SOUTH@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Express Lanes, Transit Planned for I-66

Improvements
will be made
from Capital
Beltway to
Haymarket.

By JANELLE GERMANOS
THE CONNECTION

xpress lanes and rapid-
bus transit could be-
coming to Interstate 66,
Virginia Governor Terry
McAuliffe announced on July 17.

“Interstate 66 is broken. Com-
muters are stuck in traffic, limited
in the travel choices they can make
and unable to predict how long
their trip will take on any given
day,” McAuliffe said. “Giving Vir-
ginians more choices and a better,
safer travel experience on I-66 is
one of my top priorities, and to-
day I am proud to announce the
beginning of that effort.”

The plan, which includes three
regular and two express lanes in
each direction, bus service, and
improved commuter parking,
would be implemented from the
Capital Beltway to Haymarket

“Today’s announcement that we
could be starting construction by
2017 on Express lanes like solu-
tion to I-66 congestion is outstand-
ing news. I-66 is our most con-
gested corridor and this gives me
great hope that we can improve
the quality of life for all Northern
Virginians,” said Supervisor Pat
Herrity (R-Springfield.)

The project, which spans 25
miles, will cost an estimated two
to three billion dollars. The ex-
press lanes would operate similar
to those on Interstate 495 and
those being constructed on Inter-
state 95, which base the cost of the
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toll on time of day and congestion.
“I have been a longtime advo-
cate for an ‘Express Lanes’ like so-
lution for I-66 which would open
this corridor up to reliable time
advantaged mass transit and
carpooling, extend a growing net-
work of lanes dedicated to mass
transit and carpools, and ease con-
gestion on 1-66 and surrounding
roads like Route 50, Route 29 and
Braddock Road,” Herrity said. “I
want to thank Transportation Sec-
retary Layne for continuing to
keep this project a priority for the
Commonwealth of Virginia.”
Officials announced the plan at
a meeting at VDOT’s Fairfax office
on July 17.
L “Over the last couple of months
| the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation has worked closely with
the Department of Rail and Public
Transportation, the Office of

made along Interstate 66.

PHOTO BY JANELLE GERMANOS/THE CONNECTION
The proposed express lanes for Interstate 66 would be similar to those on Interstate
495 and those being constructed on Interstate 95 in Springfield, pictured here.

PHoTto CourTEsy oF VDOT
This map demonstrates the area where express lanes and other improvements will be

Transportation Public-Private Part-
nerships and Fairfax and Prince
William counties to devise a plan
that will reduce congestion on I-
66 by increasing capacity and giv-
ing travelers more choices. Today
we kick off 17 months of rigorous
environmental study and robust
community involvement. By the
end of 2016 our plan is to com-
plete environmental work, identify
funding sources, receive federal
approval, and move forward on a
plan to turn I-66 into the efficient,
multi-modal corridor that
Virginia’s economy needs,” said
Virginia Secretary of Transporta-
tion Aubrey Layne.

Express lanes on Interstate
95, which will run from
Stafford County near
Garrisonville Road up to 395
near Edsall Road, are expected
to open in early 2015. All driv-
ers will be required to purchase
E-ZPass or E-ZPass Flex in or-
der to use the lanes, and only
vehicles with three or more
passengers can ride toll free.
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Send notes to the

Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-

MONDAY/JULY 28
Library eBook Tech Help. 11 a.m. City of

Genealogy Help Desk. 2-3 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.

Lorton. Practice your English conversation
skills. 703-339-7385.

778-9416. The deadline for submissions is the
Friday prior to publication. Dated announce-
ments should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

FRIDAY/JULY 25

English Conversation Group. 10 a.m.-12
p.m. Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. Practice your English
conversation skills. 703-978-5600.

Basic Computer Skills Training. 1-2 p.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. Learn basic computer skills with our
one-on-one technology volunteers. Register
at http://www fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/kp/ under “Events.”

Bring your family history stumpers to
genealogists and library staff. 703-293-6227.

SATURDAY/JULY 26

Genealogy Help Desk. 2-3 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Bring your family history stumpers to
genealogists and library staff. 703-293-6227.

SUNDAY/JULY 27

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 1-4 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. The Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association gives tips and advice. 703-644-
7333.

Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North Street,
Fairfax. Learn to use the library’s eBook
collection and compatible devices with a library
staff member; please bring your library card,
eBook reader and laptop. 703-293-6227.

Red Cross Blood Donation. 1:30-7 p.m. Truro

Anglican Church, 10520 Main Street, Fairfax.
The American Red Cross encourages all eligible
blood donors to make an appointment to donate
blood soon to help prevent a shortage. To make
an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org or call
1-800-RED CROSS.

TUESDAY/JULY 29
English Conversation Group. 5:15-6:15 p.m.

Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond Highway,

English Conversation Group. 7-8:30 p.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North
Street, Fairfax. Practice speaking English
with others and improve your skills. 703-
293-6227.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 30

English Conversation. 10:15-11:30 a.m.
Kingstowne Library, 6500 Landsdowne
Centre, Alexandria. Conversation group for
people learning English. 703-339-4610.

English Conversation Group. 10:30 a.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North
Street, Fairfax. Practice speaking English
with others and improve your skills. 703-
293-6227.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Select your products
from our Mobile Showroom
and Design Center

Handyman Services
Available:
Call 703-999-2928

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Est. 1999

Trust our award-winning care to suit =

PEFL 1
Liva-tn
Core A

B

your family’s needs. We're the best!

g S

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable
price despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers
Cognitive Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes
brain health and vitality in cur clients.

Washington D.C's Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience
and undergoes extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background
check, drug test and proprietary psychological exam designed to test for
honesty and conscientiousness.

Call a Nurse Care Manager today for your free consultation!

Maura Barillaro, RN

301-276-5353
7950 Norfolk Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814

Howe (are

Sally Fauber, RN

703-356-4333
6723 Curran Street
McLean, VA 22101

Michelle Misleh, RN, MSN

703-746-8084
3903Q Fair Ridge Dr.
Fairfax, VA 22033

www.HomeCareAssistance.com

AS5ISTANCE
1-866-4-Liveln®

4 <+ FAIRFAX CONNECTION < JuLy 24-30, 2014

NEWS

Brother’s Brother
Celebrates

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Regular
volunteers
Jack
. Murphy and
iy | 'Gene
"¢ Barksdale
¥ help process
medical
supplies at

Brother’s
Brother
Foundation
“warehouse.

Anniversary

Charity uses
local resources,
volunteers to
reach overseas.

By ALExIs HosTicKkA
THE CONNECTION

ith a mission to
serve overseas,
Brother’s Brother
Foundation is uti-
lizing Fairfax and the D.C. area as a
second home-base for its operations.

Brother’s Brother Foundation is
originally based in Pittsburgh and
opened its Fairfax location in May
2013. On July 26 from noon-2
p.m., they are celebrating over a
year of success with an open house
at the warehouse featuring a key-
note speaker, a cake cutting and
heavy hors d’oeuvres

According to Debbie Baucom,
National Capital Area Office Co-
Director, the event is open to the
public and she invites anyone in-
terested in finding out more about
or getting involved in the work
that Brother’s Brother does.

Brother’s Brother is non-profit
organization founded in 1958 that
sends medical and educational
supplies overseas to countries and
people in need. The organization
works primarily by collecting sup-
plies that hospitals can no longer
use or no longer need.

“Supplies comes to us and there
can be very good stuff that comes
to us and items that were parts of
kits or surgical packs,” Brother’s
Brother president Luke Hingson
said. “Or you have hospitals that
are donating wheelchairs or IV
poles and part of the reason for
that is that they want to standard-
ize.”

Another reason that Hingson
pointed out that hospitals can no
longer use perfectly good equip-

ment is new weight capacities for
U.S. hospitals. This type of equip-
ment is great for Brother’s Brother.

“For example they could give a
wheelchair to us because it could
hold 200 pounds but now they
need to be able to handle a larger
person, but it’s not worn out, it just
doesn’t have the right capacity,”
Hingson said.

To collect, sort, organize, and
pack the equipment from various
locations, Brother’s Brother uses
the help of many volunteers.

“We need lots of volunteers,”
Baucom said. “We often get mixed
supplies from hospitals. We have
a big truck and it will all be mixed
up and our volunteers will go
through these boxes of supplies
and rebox them with like items.”

Much of what Brother’s Brother
receives is operating room packs.
These packs often come with
pieces missing or with pieces not
compiled and hundreds of items
must be sorted through. Ruth
Anderson, National Capital Area
Office Co-Director, said there are
also volunteer opportunities in a
more managerial way.

“There are people who help with
publicity and management and
event planning,” Anderson said.
“We love when volunteers join our
event planning teams. (Volunteer-
ing with Brother’s Brother) sup-
ports this global mission that we
have whether it’s an event plan-
ner or sorting medical supplies, it
all supports the mission.”

Anyone interested in helping
Brother’s Brother in some way can
contact Anderson directly at
randerson@brothersbrother.org.

“We couldn’t function without
our volunteers. They are the back-
bone of the organization,” said Dr.
Barry Byer, a board and trustee
member for Brother’s Brother. “We
need them to provide the man-
power to do the sorting inventory

See CHARITY, PAGE Il
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WEEK IN
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Farmers Market
on Thursdays

Each Thursday, from 3-7 p.m.,
the Fairfax County Government
Center hosts a farmers market in
its parking lot. The Government
Center is at 12000 Government
Center Pkwy. in Fair Oaks, and the
next markets are slated for July 24
and July 31.

Public Safety
Training Event

The City of Fairfax Police and
Fire departments is continuing its
joint training event, July 24-25,
from 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m. each day,
at Fairfax High, 3501 Rebel Run
between Fairfax Boulevard and
Old Lee Highway. As a result, part
of the high school and surround-
ing parking areas will have re-
stricted access and people may see
multiple emergency vehicles in the
area.

Main Street
Community
Band Concert

Live music will fill the air this
Thursday, July 24, at 8 p.m.
(weather permitting), at Veterans
Amphitheater, outside Fairfax City
Hall, at 10455 Armstrong St. Per-
forming will be the Main Street
Community Band, an ensemble of
the City of Fairfax Band Assn. The
program will be music for the
whole family.

Rock the Block!

Free, live music concerts and
block parties will be held on Uni-
versity Drive in Old Town Fairfax,
from 6-9 p.m., on the fourth Fri-
days of the month in July, August
and September — July 25, Aug.
22 and Sept. 26. Rock the Block!
will feature popular, local bands
playing covers of favorite hits,
beginning July 25 with Gonzo’s
Nose. City restaurants and mer-
chants will offer food, a beer gar-
den, games and more. Attendees
are advised to bring their own
chairs.

Child Carseat
Checks

City residents may have their
children’s carseats checked or in-
stalled by the City of Fairfax Fire
Department. For an appointment,
call 703-385-7830.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

SUN DESIGN INVITES YOU
TO AWHOLE HOUSE HOME TOUR
IN VIENNA!
Saturday, August 9th, 12pm-4pm
1333 Vanetta Lane, Vienna, VA 22182

REINVENT YOUR HOME TO ENRICH YOUR LIFE"

Why add more square footage when, with careful consideration
and armed with a umique design, you can accomplish much more
with less? Come see first hand how redesigning existing space
created better function, flow, and light in this remodeled home.

SUN DESIGN

design/build | additions | kitchens | baths | basements | cutdoor spaces
703.4255588 SunDesigninc.com info@SunDesigninc.com

hrist
(hristmas

30% Off

Ticketed Items*

*some exclusions apply
Sale extended
through 8/16/14.

Five Star Jewelers

Burke Centre Shopping Center
5765-S Burke Centre Pkwy., Burke, VA 22015

703-239-1300

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-5
Closed Sun. & Mon.

1/5 yearly SALE

NOW EXTENDED THRU JULY 31°"!

Visit any of our communities through July 31st, and your NEW HOME purchase will now
include any package that best suits your lifestyle!’ PLUS, GET UP TO $25,000 IN SAVINGS!

TRUGEE

www.VanMetreHalfYearly.

com

AANDCRAFTED Koy,

_ua,_ Ht’

v I'|hl|" | G55 =

*Crifer valid on contracts written betwaeen June 2 - July 31, 2014, Ne adustments on previows contracls. Soma restrictions spply. Select options may not be svailable at
W, 2l communities and may not be available en quick meve-in homes, Ths offer is not redesmable for cash or cash squivalent. Cannat be combingd with other offers or
w dmcounts, Offer and prices subject to change at any time without natice. For specifics on thie Van Metre ¥ Yearly Sale, see Sales Manager for details. **Mac® 5 a regmtered
B trademark of Apple Compater, inc. All rights reserved. Apple is not a participant o spanser of this promation. Offer expires 773114,
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OPINION

Tragic Consequences

Money lost by refusal to expand health coverage,
but also life, health and livelihood.

he Virginia General Assembly’s re-

fusal to expand Medicaid, extend-

ing health coverage to as many as

400,000 Virginians has resulted in

the loss of about $1 billion in direct payments.
But that understates the loss, failing

to calculate the cost of the lost health EpiT ORIAL

of thousands of Virginians.

Consider one relatively young man,
treated by the Health Wagon, who is losing his
vision to untreated diabetes because he has no
health coverage, his diabetes went undetected
for years and can’t afford monitoring or medi-
cine. Once diabetes begins to take its toll, it
cannot be reversed. Once the man is blind and
unable to work, he will likely be covered by
Medicaid because he is permanently disabled.

The Centers for Disease Control says chronic
illnesses are “the nation’s leading causes of
death and disability, leav[ing] in their wake
deaths that could have been prevented, life-
long disability, compromised quality of life, and
burgeoning health care costs. ... Heart disease,
stroke, cancer, diabetes, obesity, and arthritis
are among the most common, costly, and pre-
ventable of all health problems.”

Consider the hundreds or thousands of Vir-
ginians who are not receiving routine care or
screenings of any kind, whose cancer or high
blood pressure or heart disease or diabetes, or
even mental illness, rob them over time of their
ability to work, to care for themselves
or their families. Many will die of ill-
nesses that could have been prevented
or treated. The human toll is incalcu-
lable, unbearable and unnecessary.

It is unfair that health coverage depends on
what state you happen to live in, that an ideo-
logically driven General Assembly can deter-
mine your fate. If you are poor and live in a
state that has chosen to accept expansion of
health care with Medicaid, you have health
insurance, for example in the bordering states
of West Virginia, Kentucky and Maryland. But
if you are poor and live in Virginia, or one of
the other states that has refused to expand
Medicaid, you are out of luck, out of health
and possibly out of life.

Business groups and chambers of commerce
around Virginia, including the Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce, support the expansion
of Medicaid in Virginia under the Affordable

Care Act. One persuasive factor for the busi-
ness community is that expansion would cre-
ate an estimated 30,000 jobs and pump hun-
dreds of millions of dollars into Virginia’s
economy. Hospitals support expanding Medic-
aid which would offset many of the costs of
caring for uninsured populations.

In Virginia, Medicaid eligibility for adults
without disability is almost nonexistent, lim-
ited to parents with incomes below 51 percent
of poverty, or about $11,900 a year for a fam-
ily of four, according to the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. Adults without dependent children re-
main ineligible regardless of their income.

Under the Affordable Care Act, people with
incomes 100 - 400 percent of poverty qualify
for subsidies on their health insurance premi-
ums when they purchase coverage through a
Marketplace. Because the Affordable Care Act
envisioned low-income people receiving cov-
erage through Medicaid, people below poverty
are not eligible for Marketplace subsidies. As
many as 400,000 adults in Virginia fall into
the coverage gap because they don’t qualify
for Medicaid under Virginia’s rules, among the
most stringent in the nation, but earn less than
the poverty rate, so not enough to qualify for
subsidies.

— MARY KiMM,
MK[MM@CONNECT]ONNE\X/SPAPERS,COM

‘Living Wage’ Tough to Achieve in Northern Virginia

Housing and job
oppor tunities
needed to
relieve poverty.

By MARY AGEE
NORTHERN VIRGINIA FAMILY
SERVICE PRESIDENT AND CEO

n the surface, Martha

Ordon is living the typi-

cal Northern Virginian
life. She works as a medical recep-
tionist at a doctor’s office in
Fairfax, and talks proudly about
her 16 year-old daughter, a so-
cially-active junior who plans to
study business in college when she
graduates. The reality is a little bit
more complicated.

Martha and her daughter moved
to Fairfax in 2008 from Louisiana.
Her friend had urged her to make
the move to Northern Virginia,

o

Training Future

s is a free program for adults who are determined to gain the skills to
excel in professional, administrative roles.

telling her about the fantastic
quality of life: the great schools,
the strong job market and the
sense of community. What her
friend hadn’t mentioned was the
high cost of living. In Louisiana,
Martha had worked as a cook in a
Catholic school and always made

enough to pay her bills. In Fairfax,
she took a full-time job as a cook
making $10.50 an hour and a part-
time job as a retail sales associate
making $8 an hour. With two jobs,
Martha could pay her bills, but she
rarely got to see her daughter. When
Martha lost her job as a cook, she

G < FAIRFAX CONNECTION < JuLy 24-30, 2014

began working retail full-time but
could no longer make ends meet.
In 2012, Martha and her daugh-
ter were evicted from their apart-
ment. They lived in a hotel until a
space became available at a local
family shelter. Martha recognized
that in order to pull her life back

together and provide a stable
home for her daughter, she would
need a living-wage job. She also
realized that her previous experi-
ence as a cook was not going to
help her rise above the poverty

SeEe OPPORTUNITIES, PAGE 14
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NEWS

Realtors: Numbers Indicate
Stable Housing Market

June home
listings climb,
with slight dip in
sales.

he Northern Virginia mar-
ket recorded increased in-
ventories, providing buy-

ers with more choices. Nonethe-
less, buyers are challenged by
affordability and accessing credit.

The June market in Northern
Virginia continues the trend of
sales numbers coming in just un-
der those from one year ago at this
time, but the signs of a stable mar-
ket have led to an increase in sell-
ers planting signs on their lawns.

“It is all about managing expec-
tations,” said Lorraine Arora, Man-
aging Broker at Long & Foster Real
Estate in Springfield. “Some buy-
ers are nervous. When houses are
priced correctly, homes will sell.”

Arora explained that since there

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

was no activity in winter months,
there was pent up demand for this
region’s early spring season. Now,
she explained, prices are higher
but not all sellers are getting their
full price. Buyers are less willing
to engage in bidding wars.

The housing affordability may
continue to be a challenge in the
region, said Mary Bayat, 2014
chair elect of the Northern Virginia
Association of Realtors. “While the
slightly rising home prices indicate
an improving market, people are
just not making quick decisions to
buy.” Bayat, a broker/owner of
Bayat Realty in Alexandria, also
noted that the current tight mort-
gage regulations have been a drag
on buyers’ loan process. She noted
that mortgage standards are un-
der scrutiny by industry and hous-
ing groups at this time.

The Northern Virginia Associa-
tion of Realtors reported on June
2014 home sales activity for
Fairfax and Arlington counties, the
cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and
Falls Church and the towns of

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

SENIOR OLYMPICS

20’ SEPTEMBER 13-24

Adults 50+ Register by Aug. 29 (Mail); Sept. 5 (Online)
No Onsite Registrations ~ Over 50 Events:
Everything from Track to Scrabble!
Registration fee: $12 (covers multiple events)
Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals Awarded
Opening Ceremonies: Saturday, September 13, 9:00 a.m.
Thomas Jefferson Community Center
3501 S. 2nd St., Arlington
Check Website for daily schedule & to register: www.nvso.us
Information: 703-228-4721 or nvso1982 ail.com

Sponsored by:
Arlington, Fairfax, Fauquier, Loudoun & Prince William Counties;
Cities of Alexandria, Fairfax & Falls Church.

Vienna, Herndon and Clifton.

A total of 2,174 homes were sold in
June 2014, a 12.90 percent decrease
below June 2013 home sales of 2,496.

Active listings continued to
show an increase this month com-
pared with 2013. Listings were up
47 percent over last year, with
4,777 active listings in June, com-
pared with 3,247 homes available
in June 2013. The average days on
market for homes in June 2014
was 30 days, an increase of 25
percent compared to the 24 days
on market for homes in June 2013.

Average home sale prices in-
creased slightly this June to
$580,013. This is up 3 percent
compared to June 2013, when the
average price was $563,223.

The median sold price of homes this
June, which is $505,000, rose by 1
percent compared to the median price
of $499,900 in June 2013.

The 2,047 new pending home
sales in Northern Virginia in June
is a decrease of 9.62 percent com-
pared with 2,265 contracts that
were pending in June of last year.

Surf & Turf Sala

= ~Dine in or Carry out~

Live Entertainment
Mon. thru Sat.

703-281-0070
132 Branch Road, S.E. * Vienna, VA

Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials
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THE VILLAGES AT BROADLANDS LUXURY
ELEVATOR GARAGE CONDOMINIUMS ARE
ASHBURN'S 50+ ACTIVE ADULT
PREMIERE DESTINATION!

75% Sold - Final Phase Now Selling from the Mid $300's.

* 5-star Amenities ®* 3BR or 3BR + Den * Low-maintenance Living

* Walk to Shopping & Dining at the Marketplace
* Near Dulles Airport and the Silver Line Metro
* Buy Now For 1/2 Yearly Sale Extra Savings!’

Model & Sales Gallery: 43138 Stillwater Terrace, Ashburn, VA 20148 « Phone: 703.764.5482

www.VanMetreHomes.com

el o [w 5 £ EAER

Check out our new VM Digital Sherts!
*Oiffer and pricss subject 1o chanae withaut notice. See Sshes Manaoer for detads. 1/2 Yeadly Sale svadable now through 731714 ﬁ
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THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE

Demaine Funeral

Home family.

Demaine Funeral Homes will proudly
weleame Everly Funeral Home of Fairfax into the Demaine
family of firms. As Dignity Memorial® providers,
these trusted locations guarantee your family the highest

r{u.‘l!:'i-,' service and care,

* Personalized tributes * Pre }l]nnning options

> Cmnlmﬁxiuu l [L'ile'uE" > 100% Service Guarantee

Digni

il TR 1AL

DEMAINE

FuneralL HOMES

ALEXANDRIA
(703) 549-0074

[}I‘I“u‘l‘lﬁl" F'u1|rr:||.H-:|||1|-\.|'r:u|||

SPRINGFIELD
(709) 941-9428

DemaineFunerals.com

FAIRFAX
(7o3) 385-1110

Fairfax $839,900
Stately Colonial on 1.39 acres * 4,000+ sq ft
Woodson High School
Stately Brick Colonial on 1+ acres with a circular driveway and 2 car garage.. Beautiful
area. Park and trees. No HOA. 4 BR 3.5 BA + 2 basement bonus rooms. 4,000+ sqft with
updates everywhere!! Gourmet kitchen, HW floors, Home Office, MBR Suite, Spa BA.
Great Room and Breakfast Room addition. Workshop. Lots of closets and storage. Veggie

Garden. Quiet 8 home subdivision on a cul-de-sac. Privacy at its best! Woodson High
School, FX8383083. YouTube Tour 4929 Novak Lane.

Falls Church  $395,000 [
2 Level Cape Cod :
3 Miles to Metro
Quiet street in Bel Air. Main level
bed and bath. 14 ac + next to the
Park and trails. 2/3 BR. 1 full
ceramic bath. Gas central heat and
cooking. Freshly painted and
updated. Hardwood floors, brick
wood/fpl main level. New paint and
carpet upstairs. Rear Porch.
More pictures
YouTube3231Holloway Road.

——— .
R Eileen M DuBose
‘Above GRI ABR CRS e-Pro SFR CNE MRP
i ‘'“‘{_‘,['(}‘l‘,‘i.u’[:l!ﬁ Associate Broker Sales, Rentals and New Homes .'

RWK " Life Member NVAR Million Dollar Sales
Allegiance 703-403-6030
Northern Virginia EileenD.com @ [E

Call Or Text To See These Homes Eileen Dubose 703-403-6030

R
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NEWS

Tax and Wire Fraud:
Three Years Prison

Fair Oaks tax
preparer filed false
returns with the IRS.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

Ithough she received a sentence

below the state guidelines, a

former Fair Oaks tax preparer

will be spending the next three
years in prison. She is Thuy Tien Le, 40,
who learned her punishment last Friday,
July 18, in U.S. District Court in Alexan-
dria.

She’d pleaded guilty April 30, 2014, to
preparing false income tax returns and com-
mitting wire fraud. Le admitted to commit-
ting these crimes while running her Fair
Oaks-based, tax-return preparation business
called T2 Advantage Services LLC.

“Over 100 clients of hers were victims,”
said Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul
Nathanson. “And they were particularly
vulnerable because they didn’t speak En-
glish. She caused them pain and stress that
will continue as they try to straighten out
their finances.”

In a statement of facts filed with her plea
agreement, Le, now of Sterling, admitted
that, from 2005 through 2013, she owned
and operated her business out of her home
on 12808 Madeley Court in Fairfax. She
prepared federal income-tax returns for her
clients and led them to believe she’d elec-
tronically filed legitimate returns with the
IRS, according to the statement. But before
filing these returns, she altered them by add-
ing false itemized deductions so she could
generate large income-tax refunds. But in-
stead of this money going to her clients, it
instead went into her own pockets.

Le told federal authorities she’d prepared
and filed the false income tax returns with-
out her clients’ knowledge or consent and
that she had their refunds deposited electroni-
cally into her own bank accounts. She fur-
ther admitted that the IRS sustained $454,455
in losses because of what she’d done.

The investigation into her suspected
criminal activities began in early July 2013
when Fairfax County police received a re-
port from a resident that Le had prepared
their income taxes. That person received the
prepared documents, including a statement
indicating exactly what federal and state
refunds to expect.

Shortly thereafter, say police, the resident
“was in the process of refinancing a mort-
gage and discovered that the tax documents
the mortgage company obtained from the
Internal Revenue Service were different
than the ones Le provided to [him or her].”

Detectives, working with IRS special
agents, eventually pieced together the de-
tails and extent of Le’s illegal actions. Po-
lice arrested her Aug. 6, 2013, later turn-

Thuy Tien Le

ing over her case to federal authorities.

In court Friday, defense attorney Richard
MacDowell said Le told him she “[allegedly]
suffered from domestic abuse from her mi-
nor son’s father” and her mother is unable
to take care of that son, who’s 8. So he asked
U.S. District Court Judge Claude Hilton to
consider giving his client a sentence below
the 57-71 months guidelines or probation.

“Le’s acts were done in part to flee do-
mestic violence and to keep the family’s fi-
nances together,” said MacDowell. “She’s
already been punished. In 2007-08, they
were victims of a Ponzi scheme and lost over
$250,000. She’s had to file bankruptcy and
lost properties.”

He also said paying restitution will be a
“huge burden” for her in the future. “Pay-
ing $23,000/year, without interest, will take
her 20 years,” said MacDowell. “She’s lost
so much already. For her son’s welfare, she
asks for probation or house arrest.”

But, countered Nathanson, “She has a
history of recidivism. She committed fraud
in the 1990s against the Fairfax County Fed-
eral Credit Union and [later] against the
Fairfax County welfare program. And all the
fraud proceeds [from her most-recent of-
fenses] went into her bank account.”

Before sentencing, Le stood and apolo-
gized, saying, “I'm sorry for all the pain and
stress I caused my family and clients, and
for defrauding the government.” She then
asked Hilton to consider letting her stay
home to take care of her son.

But he declined to do so and, instead,
sentenced her to prison. For preparing false
income tax returns, he sentenced her to 36
months incarceration, followed by one year
of supervised release. For the wire-fraud
charge, the judge gave her another 36
months, plus 3 years supervised release.

Hilton then ran the sentences concur-
rently, for three years total to serve, on the
condition that Le make $200/month resti-
tution payments, beginning 60 days after
her release. “I'll waive the interest,” he said.
‘And I'll recommend a [penal] facility near
Northern Virginia.”

Afterward, MacDowell called the sentence
“understandable, under the circumstances.”

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



ENTERTAINMENT
University Mall Theatres

Fairfax * Corner of Rt. 123 & Braddock ¢ 703-273-7111

SUMMER CINEMA CAMD!

10 A.M. Shows Monday—Friday

All Seats $2.00, 10 for $15 or Season pass (10 wks for $10)

JULY 28-AUGUST 1...................HORTON HEARS A WHO (G)
AUGUST 4-AUGUST 8

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

CITY EFAIREAX THEATRE COPANY & TRURO ANGLICAN CHURCH
presesl_= 7 - E

TUESDAY/JULY 22- AUG. 19

The Bodzin Art Gallery “Fine Arts
Open Exhibition.” Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. This annual show spotlights
the many talents our own members,
staff and creative community through
the display of a variety of media.
www.jccnvarts.org.

AUGUST 25—-AUGUST 29.WALKING WITH DINOSAURS (PG)
Attendees will receive a coupon for a dollar ($1.00) Off
a cup of frozen yogurt from YOGURTINI FROZEN YOGURT.

ol

FRIDAY/JULY 25 i -\

¥
|
\ \ -
“Pippi Longstocking: The Family /“ 25
Musical.” 7:30 p.m. Lanier Middle ' f L!ﬁ.flzﬂ
School, 3801 Jermantown Road, | T!{ID!DLE
i

Fairfax. A family-friendly musical
comedy for all to enjoy. For ticket

A Private Kindergarten

information, visit A . .
www. fairfaxcitytheatre.org. Huilu HL ~ Palm to ngh School in
S.T.E.M. Storytime. Burke Centre Tree School Fairfax County

Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Science, Technology, Engineering,
Math (S.T.E.M.) Each month we will
focus on one of the STEM subjects
with stories, songs, and activities for
preschoolers. Age 4-5 with adult.
Fun Flicks. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Watch movies based on
children’s books. Register at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/po/ under “Events.”
Keeping Up With Kids—Learn
About Flickr, Facebook,
YouTube, Twitter, and Skype. 2-
3 p.m. Kings Park Library, 9000
Burke Lake Road, Burke. Learn the
basics with our one-on-one
technology volunteer about the social
networking tools that can help you
stay in touch with your kids and
grandkids. Register at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/kp/ under “Events.”

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS

The Palm Tree School admits students of any race, color, national
and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activi-
ties generally accorded or made available to students at the school.
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and eth-
nic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other
school-administered programs.

PALM TREE SCHOOL
8900 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22031 ¢ 703-665-9915

Grab your hat and join the fun as pirates, circus enter-
tainers, a few cops and robbers, and the world’s most
popular whippersnapper come to life this summer in the
City of Fairfax Theatre Company (CFTC) and Truro Angli-
can Church’s rollicking and whimsical Pippi
Longstocking: The Family Musical, running July 25-26 at
Lanier Middle School.

Looking for a New
Place of Worship?

FRIDAYS/JULY 25-AUG. 29
Braddock Nights Concert Series.

7:30-8:30 p.m. Royal Lake Park,
5344 Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax.
Listen to musical performances in the
great outdoors. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/ for location and
schedule.

SATURDAYS/JULY 26-AUG. 23
Burke Arts in the Parks. 10 - 11 a.m.

Burke Lake Park Amphitheater, 7315
Ox Road, Fairfax Station. Entertain
children, teach them the importance
of protecting our natural resources,
introduce them to live entertainment
in an informal kid friendly
atmosphere, and forge a connection
between kids and parks. Call 703-
323-6601.

Road, Springfield. Broadway actress
and singer Jeri Sager will offer a free
concert to the public as part of the
celebration of the church’s 50th year.
703-451-5120.

“Pippi Longstocking: The Family
Musical.” 7:30 p.m. Lanier Middle
School, 3801 Jermantown Road,
Fairfax. A family-friendly musical
comedy for all to enjoy. For ticket
information, visit
www.fairfaxcitytheatre.org.

SUNDAY/JULY 27

Sunday Farmers Market. 10 a.m.-2
p.m., at the parking lot at the
intersection of West and Main Streets
behind Wells Fargo Bank in Fairfax.
Every Saturday there is fresh
produce, goods and wares at the
market. church@sovgracefairfax.org

library card, eBook reader and
laptop. 703-293-6227.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 30

Diggers. 7-7:45 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North
Street, Fairfax. Tracey Eldridge
presents this interactive musical
celebration of the creatures who
sleep under our feet. Register at
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/fx/ under “Events.”

THURSDAY/JULY 31

Chairman Sharon Bulova’s
Evenings on the Ellipse
Summer Concert Series. 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Fairfax County
Government Center “Ellipse” (green
lawn behind the building), 12000

Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.

Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

SATURDAY, JULY 26

Master Gardeners Plant Clinic. 10
a.m.-12 p.m. Kings Park Library,
9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
Masters Gardeners from the Fairfax
County Cooperative Extension will
your gardening questions. 703-978-
5600.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional
Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Master Gardeners provide
horticultural tips, information,
techniques and advice to home
gardeners. 703-293-6227.

Dog adoption event by Homeless
Animals Rescue Team. 12-3 p.m.
PETCO, Greenbriar Towncenter,
13053 Lee Jackson Mem. Hwy.,
Fairfax. Come adopt a furry friend.
Hart90.org.

Jeri Sager Concert. 7 p.m. Westwood
Baptist Church, 8200 Old Keene Mill

No matter what kind of music you
like, bring your lawn chairs, blankets,
families and dates. 703-324-7329.
Preschool Storytime. 10:30-11 a.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North Street, Fairfax. Build
your child’s early literacy skills while
enjoying stories, songs and activities;
ages 3-5 with adult. Register at http:/
/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/fx/ under “Events.”

SATURDAY/AUG. 2-SUNDAY/SEPT. 7

4" Annual Workhouse Clay
National. Workhouse Arts Center
W-16 McGuire Woods Gallery, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. This
exhibition represents the depth and
breadth of contemporary ceramic
artworks being created throughout
the country. 703-584-2900.

or www.FairfaxSundayMarket.com.

All Are Welcome!

Sunday Worship 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

MONDAY/JULY 28

Walk-in eBook Clinic. 7-8:30 p.m.
Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Help with
downloading library eBooks. Bring
your device and its account ID and
password. 703-644-7333.

Pohick Prose Society. 7-8:30 p.m.
Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Teens
talk about books. 703-644-7333.

Rev. Dr. Marshal L. Ausberry, Sr., Senior Pastor

Antioch Baptist Church
6531 Little Ox Road
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-425-0710  www.antioch-church.org

TUESDAY/JULY 29

Library eBook Tech Help. 2-3 p.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North Street, Fairfax. Learn to
use the library’s eBook collection and
compatible devices with a library
staff member; please bring your
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Cactus 25% Off
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A& apanese Maplest

Over 150 varletles

Playground Chips Bulk
& Organic Compost Mulch

$29 cu. yd. ($924.99 .y,

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of 1-495 on Rt. 50.

1 mile from 1-66 (Vienna Metro)

/£5703-573-5025
L’ Open 7 days a week

Visit our new Web site:
|| Iy www.cravensnursery.com

HITW7 Zns

—L—H‘I QO
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Pott lery

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

! Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church! N,qme G,_,

All Are Welcome!

Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

703-425-0710 » www.antioch- church org

N 6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039 p

To Advertise
Your Community
of Worship,
Call
703-778-9422

“Experience the Dj
Realtime Worship - Sunday 8: 45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sunday Evening - Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Call for our Home Life Group schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170
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Novus Fairfax Gateway: Artist’s rendering of the view from Fairfax Boulevard.

Apartments, Retail Planned:
Kamp Washington Triangle

Fairfax City
Council
concerned about
density,
affordability.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

t's still a work in progress,

but Novus Fairfax Gateway

LLC hopes to transform part

of the Kamp Washington tri-
angle between Fairfax Boulevard
and Lee Highway into a modern,
community-serving, mixed-use
project.

Proposed on the 8.33-acre site
are 423 multifamily apartments,
25,000 square feet of retail uses —
including 12,000 square feet of
first-floor retail and amenities for
the residents, plus a 5,000-square-
foot restaurant — and a 4,000-
square-foot office space for use by
a nonprofit.

The design includes a road net-
work that could mesh with the
future redevelopment of the rest
of that triangle, while adding traf-
fic-calming elements to reduce
cut-through traffic in the nearby
Fairchester Woods neighborhood.

Details were presented and dis-
cussed during a July 8 joint work
session of the Fairfax City Council
and Planning Commission. And
while the project is impressive,
City officials have several, serious
concerns and say it’s not yet ev-

erything they want it to be for that
area and for Fairfax residents.

AT THE OUTSET, Community
Development Division Chief Jason
Sutphin said the City fire marshal
is worried about “fire access to the
backs of the buildings at the cur-
rent plan configurement. “The
plans don’t show turn or vehicu-
lar movements,” said Sutphin.
“And the central traffic circle
[roundabout] may have to be
shifted to allow for traffic stack-
ing.”

Then attorney Lynne Strobel,
representing Novus, gave specifics
of what’s proposed and said the
applicant was there to elicit City
feedback and listen to the re-
sponse. She said four parcels were
consolidated and a maintenance
endowment was established for
the nearby, historic cemetery.

“We’ve developed a pedestrian-
oriented, mixed-use project intro-
ducing high-quality residential to
Kamp Washington,” she said. “The
site currently is a car-storage lot
for Ted Britt Ford, generating
$90,000/year to the City. But
when developed, tax revenue
alone will be closer to $2 million/
year.”

Developer Rob Seldin, of Cafritz
Interests, said the apartments are
needed because “when GMU stu-
dents graduate, there’s currently
no place for them to live nearby
where their friends are.” And
Strobel said they’ll continue work-
ing on the proffers and will ad-
dress the fire marshal’s concerns.
“It’s still a conceptual plan,” she
said.

The commercial space and

three- and four-story buildings
would front on Lee Highway and
Fairfax Boulevard. Five-story
buildings would be central to the
site, and a seven-story parking
garage would have a half-story on
top for a pool.

Planning Commissioner Janet
Jaworski asked if there are plans
to screen that pool, and Strobel
said that detail will be worked out
later in the design process. She
also noted that the amenities for
the apartment residents would be
things such as a fitness center and
a business center.

“I'd like the impacts of the 423
multifamily units considered on
the two closest parks, when you’re
making proffers,” said Planning
Commissioner Joe Harmon. Col-
league Tom Armstrong asked if
they’d considered LEED certifica-
tion, and Strobel said the build-
ings would include sustainable
features.

“It’s about 20 percent of the tri-
angle site,” said Councilman
Michael DeMarco. “It would be
nice to incorporate more commer-
cial office space. You should con-
sider providing shuttle buses to the
Metro station for the residents.
You need to be innovative in ad-
dressing affordable housing, and
energy efficiency and stormwater
management are important.”

Councilman Jeff Greenfield said
he believes 423 housing units at
this location are too many. “Why
would somebody want to be here,
when they could be at Fairfax Cor-
ner and walk to restaurants, mov-
ies and grocery stores?” he asked

SEE TRIANGLE, PAGE 1l
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Artist’s rendering of the Novus Fairfax Gateway development from Lee Highway.

Triangle Changes Discussed

From PAcE 10
the developer.

FURTHERMORE, said
Greenfield, “I encourage you to
submit a traffic plan showing
you’ll reduce the number of cars
on the street — this seems to add
to that number. What are you do-
ing for inside bike parking?”

He also asked Novus to consider
providing subsidized CUE fare
cards or Metro bus shelters on
Fairfax Boulevard or CUE bus shel-
ters on Route 29. Greenfield said
he hoped the developer will “take
these suggestions to heart and
come back with a substantive
plan,” and Strobel said they’d be
addressed in the proffers.

Councilman David Meyer said
residents want “high-quality retail
in close proximity” to their homes,
but the nearby Kamp Washington
retail doesn’t fulfill that need. And
he said traffic should be prevented
from traveling through the
Fairchester Woods and Westmore
neighborhoods. “I want this site to

have enough breathe-ability to
accept new projects, either to the
west or east,” said Meyer. “And I'm
also concerned about its density.”

Councilwoman Nancy Loftus
asked if the required amount of
parking for the restaurant would
be provided, and Strobel said
they’re only requesting a reduction
in the number of residential park-
ing spaces they have to provide.

Councilwoman Ellie Schmidt
wanted more information about
the project’s fiscal impact, and col-
league Janice Miller asked why
there are so many residential
units. “We’re trying to achieve the
goals of the Fairfax Boulevard
Master Plan — retail with housing
above,” replied Seldin. “We see it
as a key opportunity for urban
growth.”

Still, said Miller, “I have serious
concerns with this project’s den-
sity.” Noting that the streetscape
proposed along Routes 29 and 50
will encourage walk-ability, she
asked Seldin to work with the
Route 29/Jermantown Road shop-

ping center so residents would feel
more comfortable walking there.

Miller said two-bedroom units
would attract children in elemen-
tary school and there wouldn’t be
adequate space for them in the
schools. And, she added, “I'm also
concerned about affordability, plus
accessibility for senior citizens or
disabled veterans.”

“I'm also concerned about the
size and scope of this project,” said
Mayor Scott Silverthorne. He, too,
worried about affordability. “This
entire triangle area could be so
much better than what’s proposed
here, in my view,” he told the de-
veloper. “We might want to have
an additional work session after
you refine this thing.”

Strobel said the feedback was
helpful and they’d work with City
staff on their proffers. “I'm con-
cerned about the lack of retail — it
should be Dbolder,” said
Silverthorne. “Lowe’s is coming
there soon, so when I hear there’s
not an appetite for retail, I don’t
think that’s necessarily true.”

Charity Marks One Year in Fairfax

FrRoM PAGE 4

and packing at the warehouse. We
love them and they mean so much
to the organization.”

Byer became a part of Brother’s
Brother after being a part of Cross
Link, a smaller organization in the
D.C. area that did similar work.
When Brother’s Brother started the
new location in Fairfax, it took over
Cross Link to create a bigger and
even more effective organization.

In addition to helping with work
stateside, Byer is a physician and
travels overseas to do hands-on
medical work with his team.

“With the supplies and equip-

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ment (Brother’s Brother) provides
we're able to do surgeries, some
of which are life changing,” Byer
said. “My team has done cleft lips
and palates. We've been doing chil-
dren with crossed eyes who are a
year to three or four years and they
come in with their eyes crossed
and the surgery takes 30 minutes
and they leave with their eyes
straight. That isn’t life saving but
it sure is life changing.”

Byer takes two-three trips a year
to Honduras and has been doing
so for about 15 years. Through
those many years and surgeries,
Byer has an image that always
stayed with him.

“What has stuck with me is that
you have the mother coming in
holding the child; the mother is
very concerned and the child is
just looking around the room,”
Byer said. “And after the surgery
the mother sees (her) child’s eyes
and the child is typically crying but
their eyes are straight. But the
mother is beaming, she is elated.
From those mothers we get these
thank you’s over and over and how
much they appreciate us.”

Visit the Brother’s Brother Foun-
dation website at
www.brothersbrother.org for more
information about the organiza-
tion.

Lotion
Packets
FREE with

Special
Exp. 7/31/14

Present this ad
buy a tan,-
get another FREE

How TO GET YOUR
ORGANIZATION’S SPECIAL
EVENTS IN THE CONNECTION

Calendar Listings

The Connection Newspapers contain a Calendar of
Upcoming Events every week. While we cannot guarantee
that every event we receive information about will be
listed, here is the information we need for your upcoming
event to be considered for the Calendar. We welcome
photographs of similar events held previously, which
sometimes appear with Calendar items.

Name of Event:

Day of the Week, Date and Time:

Name of the Place Event will Be Held:

Address of the Place Event Will Be Held:

Name and Phone Number for More Information:
Three Sentences Describing the Event:

Please submit your calendar information at least
two weeks before your event. Clear photographs from
similar previous events are always welcome.
All events should be open to the public. We give
first priority to free events. E-mail listings to:
fairfax@connectionnewspapers.com
or mail to:
Calendar, Connection Newspapers
1606 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314.

For more information, call 703-778-9410.

CBNECTION
to your community
www.connectionnewspapers.com
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SPORTS
WSHS Grad Berglund to Play at Northwestern-St. Paul
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Q&A: Sharpshooting
guard fan of
Minnesota Vikings,

Twins.

A standout sharpshooter for one of
the top high school girls’ basket-

ball programs in Virginia.

As a freshman, Berglund received all-dis-
trict honorable mention and helped West
Springfield win the Patriot District title and
reach the state semifinals. As the years went
by, the accolades grew: second-team all-dis-
trict as a sophomore, first-team all-district
as a junior, and, eventually, first-team all-
state and conference Player of the Year as a
senior.

During her senior campaign, Berglund
surpassed the 1,000-point milestone for her
career and eventually finished second on
the program’s all-time scoring list. In a game
at West Potomac, Berglund made 13 of 14
field-goal attempts for a career-high 30
points. The Spartans beat T.C. Williams to
win the Conference 7 championship and
advanced to the state tournament with a
region runner-up finish.

Berglund, a 2014 West Springfield gradu-
ate, will continue her basketball career at
the University of Northwestern-St. Paul.
Berglund recently participated in a Q&A via
email with The Connection.

*Connection: What made University of
Northwestern-St. Paul the right fit for you?

Berglund: All my family lives in Minne-
sota so I will be extremely close to them,
the strong academics that also integrate
faith/Christianity into the learning and
the experience, and I loved the basketball
program there with an amazing group of
girls and coach. My parents approved
since they got married at the chapel on
campus.

*Connection: What will your major be?

my Berglund was a four-year

What position will you
play?

Berglund: I plan on ma-
joring in kinesiology with a
minor in biblical studies and
possibly business. I will be
playing the 2/3 guard.

*Connection: At what age
did you start playing basket-
ball? When did you realize
playing college basketball
was a possibility for you?

Berglund: I started play-
ing around with basketball
at age 6, following in the
footsteps of two older
brothers who played. Ever
since I can remember, I
dreamed of playing college
basketball, but my ninth-
grade year was when I real-
ized it was something I
could really accomplish.

*Connection: Did you
play any other sports at
West Springfield?

Berglund: I played la-
crosse my senior year and
it was an awesome experi-
ence with great coaches and
teammates!

*Connection: What is your
favorite memory of playing
high school basketball?

Berglund: Meeting and
competing with my best
friends. Also, winning the
Patriot Conference my senior year, because
no one would have picked us to win it at
the start of the season. Our team was so
close off the court that we all played with
amazing chemistry on the court.

*Connection: If you could change one
thing about your high school athletic ca-
reer, what would it be?

Berglund: The only thing I would change
is that it could have gone by slower because
it was the best part of my high school experi-

Springfield.
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Amy Berglund surpassed the 1,000-point mile-
stone during her four-year career at West

ence and I already miss being a Lady Spartan.

*Connection: What kind of traits, physi-
cal or mental, does it take to be a good pe-
rimeter shooter?

Berglund: Physically, I think a good
shooter needs to have running endurance
and a lot of leg strength so by the end of
the game they have enough left in them to
get a good jump for the shot. Mentally, a
good shooter needs to have the confidence
to keep shooting even if the shots aren’t

going in at first and the focus to keep mak-
ing shots when they are hot during a game.

*Connection: Did you have to put in a lot
of work to become a good perimeter
shooter, or did it come naturally?

Berglund: It did take a lot of work and
hours of repetition to become a good
shooter but it is what I love doing so I did
not mind. I was lucky to have parents who
would spend hours standing under a hoop
rebounding for me.

*Connection: What is your personal best
for consecutive 3-pointers made?

Berglund: I recently made 31 3-pointers
in a row when [ was practicing with the goal
to make a lot of them in a row.

*Connection: What is your career high for
points in a game at any age?

Berglund: My career high for points in
high school was 30 which came during my
senior season. I ended up shooting 13-14
that game and I missed my last shot which,
ironically, was the easiest shot of the game,
a layup.

*Connection: Who is your favorite music
artist? Why?

Berglund: Tim McGraw, because I love his
voice and he has so many great songs.

*Connection: What is your favorite
movie? Why?

Berglund: ‘Miracle on Ice,’ because it is the
greatest sports movie ever and so inspirational.

*Connection: What is your favorite food?

Berglund: Cheeseburger.

*Connection: What is your favorite hobby
outside of basketball?

Berglund: I like to hike and camp.

*Connection: What location is the farthest
you have traveled from the Washington,
D.C. metro area?

Berglund: The farthest I have been from
D.C. was during a trip to Colorado.

*Connection: Are you a pro sports fan? If
so, who are your favorite teams?

Berglund: Minnesota Vikings and Minne-
sota Twins!

— JON ROETMAN

On Sunday, July 13, the South Run
Community Pool held their annual Swim-
a-Thon charity event to raise funds and
awareness for cancer, a cause that runs
deep through this close-knit neighbor-
hood community. On what felt like the
hottest day of the summer thus far, par-
ticipants gradually streamed in to par-
take in the 7th iteration of the Swim-a-
Thon, which was coordinated this year
by friends Ryan Kelly, Liam Kelly, Nick
Porter, Michael Murphy, and Jordan
Krug, all members of the South Run swim
team.

With a tent and table set up in the cor-
ner of the pool deck to collect donations,
dozens of people blanketed the pool,
swimming laps “for the cure,” with pro-

Swimming for a Cause at South Run Pool

ceeds going to INOVA hospital’s “Life with
Cancer” program.

After people finished swimming, they re-
corded the number of laps they swam, and
helped themselves to a snack and a cold
beverage.

This year, 31 people swam a total of 1,270
laps, and donated almost $1,500 on the day
of the event, with money still being col-
lected.

Swim-a-Thon was created as a way to
engage the community in the fight against
cancer; a fight that has deeply affected
many South Run families over the years.
Given another successful iteration of this
event, the South Run community seems to
be keeping that fight alive one stroke at a
time.

From left: Ryan and Liam Kelly,

Christina Moneyhun, Michael Murphy,
Nick Porter, Andrew Peter and Chloe Shudt.
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NEWS

Paycheck Gender Wars?

Across Northern
Virginia, men pull
larger paychecks
than women;
disparities larger than
national average.

By MIcHAEL LEe PoPE
THE CONNECTION

hen Lola Arce de Quintela

first moved to Oakton 20

years ago, she noticed

something about the way
men and women arranged their professional
careers around their family lives in North-
ern Virginia. Men took high-powered jobs
with large paychecks, while women often
dropped out of the workforce to take care
of growing families. If women had full-time
jobs, she says, they would often select posi-
tions that were not as demanding so they
could focus their time and attention on their
children while husbands and fathers pulled
in six-figure salaries.

“The other women who live on my block
are teachers,” said de Quintela, a freelance
translator. “Their husbands are attorneys or
they work for the World Bank.”

On a national basis, women make 77
cents for every dollar men make. But here
in Northern Virginia the disparities are
greater, especially in wealthier areas. No-
where is this trend higher than 22124, the
suburb of Oakton, where the average me-
dian income for full-time female workers is
$77,000. The men in that ZIP code pull in
almost $130,000. That means women who
live in Oakton and are full-time, permanent
workers earn 60 percent of what men earn.

“It’s very difficult to have a family and
raise kids when you have two people with
high-powered careers that demand a lot of
time and attention,” said de Quintela. “So
a lot of women tend to find work that’s more
flexible and not as demanding, which
means they earn less money. It’s a trade off.”

CENSUS RECORDS show disparities tend
to be greatest where people earn the most
money. In the Fairfax Station ZIP code
22039, for example, the average annual
male median salary is $134,000. That’s one
of the highest in Northern Virginia. By con-
trast, women in this area earn $86,000 a
year. That’s still a high salary for the region,
but women who live in Fairfax Station earn
64 cents for every $1 the men who live there
make.

Demographers say some of this may be
explained by a concept they call “labor force
attachment,” which essentially means that
women are less attached to the labor force
than men.

“Given the traditional understandings
about who cares for children or aging par-
ents, what we often see is that women take

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

zip code location median female salary median male salary percentage women's median salary is of men's
22124 Oakton 577,421 $128,808 60%
20171 Herndon $63,577 $104,495 61%
22205 Arlington 570,755 $115,729 61%
22152 Springfield $57,177 593,125 61%
22039 Fairfax Station 586,085 5134,133 64%
20170 Herndon $49,325 574,714 66%
22102 Mclean 571,113 $105,995 67%
22182 Vienna 586,875 $127,994 68%
22307 Alexandria 565,243 593,883 69%
20194 Reston $78,398 $111,942 70%
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“If you're looking at why men are earning more, it’s
because in those cases women who might have a
higher earning potential are not in the labor force,
they are staying home to raise a family.”

—David Versel, senior research associate at the Center for Regional Analysis

on those roles,” said Annie Rorem, policy
associate in the demographics research
group at Weldon Cooper Center for Public
Service at the University of Virginia. “We
often see differences in female and male
earnings that are related to, although I
would not necessarily say caused by, family
structure.”

This trend is less evident in ZIP codes
where salaries are lower, and the roles are

even reversed in some of areas with the low-
est salaries. In Bailey’s Crossroads, for ex-
ample, women earn $59,000. But men earn
$46,000, the lowest salary of any Fairfax
County ZIP code. That means men earn
about 22 percent less than women here, a
phenomenon that indicates workers here
are attached to the labor force in a way
that’s different from people at the top of
the earnings scale.

“What we are probably seeing in Bailey’s
Crossroads is women who are nannies of
families that make a lot of money,” said
Veronique de Rugy, a senior research fel-
low at the Mercatus Center at George Ma-
son University. “They make a lot more
money than their male counterparts who
are working in construction or putting up

drywall.”

ACADEMICS WHO look at these numbers
say the imbalance of salaries between men
and women can be explained by looking at
how the genders participate in the labor
force differently. A recent study by the
George Mason School for Regional Analy-
sis concluded that Arlington County has the
highest labor force participation rate for
women in the region while the District of
Columbia has the lowest. Meanwhile, sub-
urban areas of Fairfax County have much
lower female participation rates than urban
areas such as Arlington or Alexandria.

“If you're looking at why men are earn-
ing more, it’s because in those cases women
who might have a higher earning potential
are not in the labor force, they are staying
home to raise a family,” said David Versel,
senior research associate at the Center for
Regional Analysis. “That’s obviously less
true than it was a generation or two ago,
but that’s the easiest way of looking at this.”

Although the disparity between salaries
earned by men and women are glaring, re-
searchers who look at the data warn not to
jump to conclusions about gender inequal-
ity. These numbers show that men and
women who live in the same ZIP codes earn
different salaries, it does not say that they
receive different salaries for doing the same
work. They probably say more about how
women and men approach the labor force
differently than how employers choose to
compensate their employees.

“This doesn’t necessarily mean that we
are talking about any active gender inequal-
ity in the sense of discrimination or men
and women being paid different amounts
for the exact same labor,” said Rorem. “One
thing that’s important to keep in mind when
you are looking at all full-time year-round
workers is that one thing you don’t pick up
is experience between workers.”

Eight FCPS Students Win College-Sponsored Merit Scholarships

Eight Fairfax County Public Schools
(FCPS) graduates from the class of 2014
have been named winners of college-
sponsored scholarships by the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC).

Recipients of college-sponsored schol-
arships from the NMSC, with their prob-
able career fields in parentheses, are:

% Celia Islam of Vienna, Marshall High
School (medicine), National Merit
George Washington University Scholar-
ship.

< Brian Clark of Burke, Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and

Technology (TJHSST) (engineering), Na-
tional Merit Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity Scholarship.

% Adam Friedman of Fairfax, TJHSST
(environmental science), National Merit
Emory University Scholarship.

< Nicholas Jones of Round Hill, TJHSST
(aerospace engineering), National Merit
University of Central Florida Scholarship.

< Thomas Lunn of Potomac Falls, TJHSST
(international relations), National Merit
Bowdoin College Scholarship.

% Timothy Ruiter of Centreville, TJHSST
(biomedical engineering), National Merit

FAIRFAX CONNECTION <+ JuLy 24-30, 2014

University of Georgia Scholarship.

« Vishal Talasani of Alexandria,
TJHSST (economics), National Merit
University of Chicago Scholarship.

« Tony Xiao of Herndon, TJHSST (film
production), National Merit Vanderbilt
University Scholarship.

College-sponsored Merit Scholarships
provide between $500 and $2,000 an-
nually for up to four years of undergradu-
ate study at the institution financing the
scholarship. Nationwide, approximately
7,600 students have won Merit Scholar-
ship awards in 2014.
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BUSINESS OPP

TELEPHONE | Never think

A great opportunity to of the future.

WORK AT HOME! It comes soon
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

enough.
-Albert Einstein

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900
T T Weekdays 9-4 T

BUSINESS OPP BUSINESS OPP

Video Gametruck
franchise for sale

Prince William, Stafford & F’burg
Profitable, busy. $145k

703-946-5088
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$#o07 LIFETIME =
METAl ROOFING

1-800-893-1242

www.metalroofover.com
VaCarolina Buildings - Licensed & Insured - Free Inspection

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

THE

Newspapers & Onling

CLASSIFIED

DEADLINES
Zones 1,5,6 Mon @ noon
Zones 2,3,4 Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

DEADLINES

Zones 1,5,6 Mon @ noon

Zones 2,3,4 Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified @connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES

Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection
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26 Antiques

ABC LICENSE
A Kader Enterprises, Inc trad-
ing as Deli Mall Cafe & Kabab,
6553 Loisdale Ct, Springfield,
VA 22150. The above estab-
lishment is applying to the
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) for a Beer
off Premises license to sell or

We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

manufacture alcoholic bever-

ages. Abdul Kader, President

NOTE: Objections to the issu- One man
ance of this license must be .

submitted to ABC no later that Wlth cou rage
30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required makes a

newspaper legal notices. A

objections should be regis- majorlty'

tered at www.abc.virginia.gov | -Andrew Jackson

or 800-552-3200.

101 Computers 101 Computers

H DI Computer SoLuTIONS

JENNIFER SMITH ¢
> Speed up Slow Computers
> Troubleshooting

> Virus Removal

> Computer Setup

(571) 265- 2038

jennifer @HDIComputerSolutions.com

> Serving the Area Since 1995
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN IMPLEMENTATION FOR
AN UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK (UST) SITE
JUNE 23. 2014

There has been a release from an underground storage tank
system at:

Fairfax County Department of Vehicle Services
Newington Maintenance Facility

6900 Newington Road

Lorton, Virginia, 22079

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) has
worked with Fairfax County to develop and implement a
Corrective Action Plan toaddress cleanup of petroleum hydro-
carbons at the site. If you have any questions regarding the
cleanup please contact:

Randy Chapman, Environmental Specialist Senior Project
Manager Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Northern Regional Office

13901 Crown Court

Woodbridge, VA 22193

703-583-3808

Randy.chapman@deq.virginia.gov

www.deq.virginia.gov

As part of the corrective action process a Corrective Action
Plan was submitted to the Northern Regional Office of VDEQ
on September 6, 2013. The Corrective Action Plan consisted of
measures to be undertaken during the installation of storm
sewers and other utility structures associated with site renova-
tion activities at the Newington bus maintenance

facility in Lorton, Virginia. The Corrective Action Plan was
essentially composed of the following measures:

1. Petroleum-impacted soil encountered during site
development activities was excavated, removed from the site,
and properly disposed of;

2. Utility trenches located within petroleum impacted soils
were lined with a polyethylene barrier to prevent petroleum
migration into the utility trench or bedding gravel;

3. Confirmatory soil samples were collected at the base of the
utility trench excavations and submitted to the VDEQ for
review.

The Corrective Action Plan implementation was carried out
between September 7, 2013 and December 7, 2013. If you
would like to review or discuss the implementation of this
Corrective Action Plan with the staff of VDEQ, please feel free
to contact Randy Chapman who is listed above.

You may also contact:

Kenneth Lim, Project Manager or Christopher Elliot
Department of Public Works and ECS Mid-Atlantic, LLC,
Environmental Services Consultant for Fairfax County
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 449 703-471-8400
Fairfax, Virginia 22035-0052
celliott@ecslimited.com
(7083)-324-5826 www.ecslimited.com
Kenneth.lim@fairfaxcounty.gov

VDEQ Northern Regional Office will consider written comments
for a period of thirty days from the first date of this notice re-
garding the Corrective Action Plan implementation and may
decide to hold a public meeting if there is a significant public in-
terest. Written comments should be sent to the VDEQ at the
address listed above. VDEQ requests that all written com-
ments should reference the tracking number for this case; PC
#2014-3041.
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OPINION

WEFCM Still Operating, Closing Thrift Store

To the Editor:

An open letter to the community

Dear Partner in Service:

For 27 years, Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries has provided life-essential sup-
port to individuals and families in our com-
munity with the assistance of hundreds of
volunteers, churches, donors, and partner
organizations. In 1998, WFCM started sell-
ing clothing to the local community as a
way to generate revenue to support the vi-
tal ministries we offer — this was the nexus
of what has grown into our current thrift
store.

Over the years, the community has been
generous with their donations of time,
clothing, and household goods to keep the
thrift store running. We are immensely
grateful for this support. Not only has the
thrift store provided low-cost, quality goods
for our customers, it has also allowed us to
meet the clothing and household needs of
our clients seeking assistance.

For the past couple of years, however, the
thrift store has not generated enough rev-
enue to cover the costs of its operation. A
change in location presented challenges to
the ministry. After months of prayerful con-
sideration, the Board of Directors has de-
termined that operating the thrift store is

no longer the right choice financially for
WEFCM. The thrift store will close Aug. 15.

This is a season of change for WFCM. The
thrift store has been an important part of
our ministry and we are grateful for your
partnership. We know that needs still exist
in our community for assistance with cloth-
ing and household goods. We know that a
need also exists for our donors who desire
to help others by contributing their used
items. And, we will continue to work to
meet those needs.

WEFCM is developing partnerships with
churches and organizations in our commu-
nity with clothing closets who will be able
to serve our clients and receive in-kind do-
nations. We will distribute details on this
new process when they are finalized.

We have enclosed a document to help
address questions you may have, but please
contact us if you have other questions or
concerns.

Although the doors of the thrift store will
be closing, WFCM is expectant to see what
God has in store for us in the future as we
seek to be an extension of God’s love in this
community.

Jeff Robertson
President, for the WFCM
Board of Directors

Creating Opportunities

FrROM PAGE 6

line. During her shelter stay, Martha dis-

covered Training Futures, the nationally-
recognized, workforce development solu-
tion of Northern Virginia Family Service.

Training Futures is a free program for
adults who are determined to gain the skills
to excel in professional, administrative
roles. The 6-month curriculum not only
teaches college-level administrative skills
such as the Microsoft Office Suite, customer
service, records management, medical ter-
minology, business English and business
math, but also through a partnership with
Northern Virginia Community College, of-
fers eligible trainees the opportunity to earn
up to 21 college credits and a Career Stud-
ies Certificate in Business Information Tech-
nology.

Trainees come to Training Futures Mon-
day - Friday, 9 a.m. — 2 p.m., and often ar-
rive early and stay late to master course
work. They are outfitted in the Training
Futures Clothing Closet and expected to
wear business professional clothes every
day. Each trainee reports to a “supervisor,”
or staff member, who coaches them around
attitude and business habits, encourages
them and above all else, holds them to high
“corporate” expectations. When trainees arrive
for their first day at their new professional, ad-
ministrative job, they not only have the skills to
add value, but also look and act the part of an
excellent employee. Martha knew she had
found the pathway to the life she imagined
for herself and her daughter. Within five
weeks of graduating from this exciting pro-
gram, Martha landed her position as a medi-
cal receptionist, making $14 an hour.

While at the shelter, Martha was also re-

ferred to the Bridging Affordability Pro-
gram. Bridging Affordability is administered
by Northern Virginia Family Service in part-
nership with Fairfax County Department of
Housing & Community Development. The
program combines rental subsidies and case
management supportive services with the
intent of moving families forward toward
self-sufficiency. Bridging Affordability has
given Martha the time and financial breath-
ing room to attend Training Futures and
work towards a living wage. As Martha
nears the end of her time in Bridging
Affordability she is paying down debt which
will allow her to purchase a car and further
broaden her housing options. She has in-
creased her income 57 percent since start-
ing the program, thanks to the training and
subsequent employment she found follow-
ing Training Futures, but still needs to con-
sider affordable housing options, which are
rare in this area.

The comprehensive nature of NVFS pro-
grams, including Workforce Development
and Housing Services, provide clients with
a unique opportunity to achieve several
substantial goals at one time. NVFS has
made the investment to ensure that when
clients who seek our services for one issue
may access the full range of our programs
to increase the odds of achieving self-suffi-
ciency. In the community, NVFS has been
working with partners in both the nonprofit
and government sectors who recognize the
cross section between these two service ar-
eas. Families will not be able to maintain
stable housing without living wages, and
our efforts to solve the housing program in
Northern Virginia are contingent upon ho-
listic solutions that address both of these
issues, together.
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involved and more.

Great Marketing for:

for Students

e Professional Services
e And Much More

e e el

* Alexandria Gazette Packet

* Arlington Connection

* Burke Connection

« Centre View

* Chantilly Connection

« Fairfax Connection

« Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton
Connection

© LOCAL MEDIA CONNECTION, LLC

It Works!¥&xe
SPECIAL PuLLOUT TAB

Community &

Newcomers Guide
August 27, 2014

The annual Newcomers and Community Guides
for each of our 15 communities with inside facts
on what makes each community special, their
secret places, the real power players, how to get

* Malls, Shopping Centers

Including the history, schools, parks, libraries,
local people, elected officials, county/city offices,

how decisions are made, a calendar of events and
other vital community information.

Due to the popularity and long shelf life of this
issue, an overrun of the publication is made to
meet demand. Extra copies are delivered to select
Chambers of Commerce, Realtors, Citizens’
Associations and local government.

* Hospitals, Healthcare, Wellbeing
* New Homes, Realtor Remodels
* Schools, Camps, Services
Award-Winning
Special Section

Space Reservations Due: Thursday, August 21
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com
for more information.

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households

* Great Falls Connection

* McLean Connection

* Mount Vernon Gazette

* Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
* Potomac Almanac

* Reston Connection

* Springfield Connection

« Vienna/Oakton Connection
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703-917-6400

ZONE 2 AD DEADLINE:
TuespAy NooN

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HAULING

» Good Rates
D Experienced

703-971-2164

» Small Home Repairs

RCL HOME REPAIRS

Handyman Services
Springfld - Burke « Kingstowne
Light Electrical « Plumbing °
Bathroom Renovation « Ceramic Tile -
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190

LIC. www.rclhomerepairs.com INS.

IMPROVEMENTS § IMPROVEMENTS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

—

+BASEMENTS ¢+BATHS ¢KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
4+Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096

R&N Carpentry

IMPROVEMENTS j IMPROVEMENTS

The HANDYMAN

A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL, ‘k%
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE
You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.
We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811 =

Licensed
Insured

8

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens © Basements

o FREE Estimates Exterior © Interior Repair,

o FAST © Refiabie se . .

. EASY o ;;: i . Painting, Carpentry, Wood Rot,
» NO $38 DOWN!

Drywaﬂ: All Ffom*ing, Decks

Handyman Services “If it can be done, we can do #” g

i B
Available Licensed — Bowded — Tusured 2,

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting Py
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded © Free Estimates * Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com
www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS j IMPROVEMENTS

Picture Perfect Home Improvements
(703) 590-3187  www.pphionline.com

K& D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL /| RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting

Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabeling Office  703-335-0654

Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

GUTTER CLEANING £

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs * Gutter Guards J

Mabile  703-499-0522

b/ email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
P web: lawnsandgutters.com
g? Y Friendly Service with a Friendly Pric

] AN TR
LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

y Service for a Friendly Price

IMPROVEMENTS j§ IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

¢ All Concrete work
* Retaining Walls * Patios e
¢ Decks  Porches (incl.
screened) ¢ Erosion &
Grading Solutions
¢ French Drains ® Sump Pumps
¢ Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

MASONRY MASONRY

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info

Repairs & New Installs*All Work Guranteed

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
s removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,
d retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.
25 years of experience - Free estimates

N =¥ 703-868-5358
24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

Light tomorrow with today!.
-Elizabeth Barret Browing

% LANDSCAPING

Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris
Low Rates NOVA
703-360-4364
703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

Junk Trash Removal,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Garage/Base- !
ment Clean Out,
Furniture & Appl.

703-582-3709
240-603-6182

HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING

Yard Debris Decks
Furniture Sidewalks

Interior-Exterior
Deck Staining
Appliances Houses  Gutter Cleaning
Concrete efc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting * Mulching * Sodding
Patios + Decks ¢ Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt * Retaining Walls
Erosion Control * Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

JUNK HAULING

Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,
Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,
General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

J oseph Sealcoating
Specialist

PAVING

35 Years

Experience! F ree
D Estimates!

703-494-5443

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL
Brush & Yard Debris g

.
Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

240-603-6182

An expert

is someone

who knows

some of the
worst mistakes

that can be

made in his
subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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FAITH NOTES

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at
the corner of Fairfax County
Parkway and Burke Lake Roads,
holds a bible study fellowship
at 9 a.m. Sundays followed by
a 10 a.m. worship service.
Nursery care and children’s
church also provided. 6401
Missionary Lane, Fairfax Sta-
tion, 703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

You get the windows,

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist
Center, 10875 Main St., Fairfax
City provides free classes to
both newcomers and advanced
practitioners of Tibetan Bud-
dhism. The center emphasizes
working with the mind and
learning how to understand the
workings of the mind, overcom-
ing innner causes of suffering,
while cultivating causes of hap-
piness. Under the direction of
Lama Zopa Rinpoche, the cen-
ter is a place of study, contem-
plation and meditation. Visit
http://www.guhyasamaja.org
for more information.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers
services at two locations, in
Fairfax at 5114 Twinbrook Road
and in Clifton at 13421 Twin
Lakes Drive. Services in Fairfax
are held on Saturdays at 5:30
p.m. and Sundays at 8:30 and 10
a.m. Services in Clifton are held
on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:30
a.m. 703-323-9500 or
www.Lordoflifeva.org.

Clifton Presbyterian

Church, 12748 Richards Lane,
Clifton, offers Sunday worship ser-
vices at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Nursery care is provided. Christian

we pay the interest

The problems with plastic, vinyl windows:
e Even through normal temperature changes, vinyl

windows and patio doors can expand, contract,

warp and leak.

e [f their seals break and the insulating gas escapes,

your energy efficiency goes out the window.

The solution is our Fibrex® window:
s\We're the replacement window division of

Andersen, and they developed our Fibrex
material to meet their superior standards.

e Fibrex is so strong it helps prevent glass
movement, seal failure, and discomfort

in your home.

¢ Our exclusive Fibrex material is
twice as strong as vinyl, and—
unlike wood — requires
virtually no maintenance.*

> This special ends
August 17th!

The people who want these
windows and patio doors later
simply won’t get this deal!

education for all ages is at 9:45
a.m. 703-830-3175.

First Baptist Church of
Springfield offers Sunday school
at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10:30
a.m. worship service at 7300 Gary
St., Springfield. 703-451-1500 or
www.fbespringfield.org.

St. Andrew the Apostle
Catholic Church, 6720 Union
Mill Road, Clifton, conducts Sun-
day masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:45
a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
It also offers a Saturday vigil at
5:30 p.m. and a Thursday Latin

mass at 7 p.m. 703-817-1770 or
www.st-andrew.org.

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, 8304 Old Keene Mill
Road, Springfield, offers casual
worship services on Saturday
evenings at 5:30 p.m. featuring
contemporary music. More tra-
ditional services take place on
Sunday mornings at 8:15 and
11 a.m. Sunday School is from
9:45-10:45 a.m. for children
and adults. The church also of-
fers discussion groups for
adults. 703-451-5855 or
www.poplc.org.

SAVEM

on windows, patio doors AND installation’

JresAwelareldiscountingJALATHREE!

With our Instant Product Rewards Plan. Offer expires August 17, 2014

Renewal

byAndersen.

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

"Restrictions and conditions apply, see your local representative for details. Cannat be combined with proe purchases, other offers, or coupons. No adjustments to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, 20% discount applied by retailer representative attime of contract

an Andersen Company

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

1-703-775-2256

of 4 or more

and apples o

windaws and/ar patia doors, Offer does not include baybow windows or any upgrades considered non-standard aptions. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be present and must purchase during the initial visit to qualify. To quality for 200 discount offer, initial contact for a free Wlndnw Diagnosis must be
made and documented on or before §17/14 with the appointment then occurnng no more than 10 days after the initial contact 0% APR for 8 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only, Not all customers may qualify. Hvuhet rates apply for customer with lower creditratings. Financing not valid wath other offers or prior

purchases. NoFinance Charges will be assessed if prome balance is paid in full in 60 months. Renewal by .ﬂndelsemetal!ers are independently awned and Olmated retailers, and are neither hrulseds nor lenders. Anv fmance terms advertised are esti
Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credr
i retailer VA Lic.# 27010307644, DC Lic.# 420212000031, “Renewal by Andersen” and nII other marks where denoted are marks of A

is a mdependently ovned and op

mly and a|| ing is provided b\rdmd party I:.ndersunamlnateu with Hsﬂewal by
. Renewal by A retaflers do not assist wnh ather 'Ihan idi Iender This Ry | by
| 2014 And C jon. All ngh ved @?OI-!Lead Suruo LLC. All rights reserved, "See Iumuzd warranty for details.
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Top and bottom: Baby pﬁotos of future assistance dogs

Puppies Destined for Important Work

red, donated and/or rescued for
assistance dog training by
paws4people.org, these “baby pic
tures” will be shared with the chil-
dren and veterans matched with each dog.
But until then, the puppies will receive
comprehensive training. Training begins at
the Training Center in Wilmington, Del. The
specific training is proprietary, but includes
learning how to navigate different surfaces
and challenges and how to handle stress.
At around six weeks, they curl up in a trans-
port van and make the drive to the Puppy
Development Center, currently in Georgia.
There, they continue with socialization
training as they work students who are au-
tistic at the Lionheart school, with both
puppies and students getting more comfort-
able with new situations and people.
At 16 weeks, they pile back into the van
and are met by inmate trainers at Lakin
Correctional, in West Virginia. It is here that

Each dog will learn 110 commands before
being matched with a “client.”

After 12 - 15 months of socialization and
command training, they will each be
matched with either a child or a veteran.
From that point, the puppies will be trained
specifically to meet their new “handler’s”
needs.

During that specialized training, the dogs
remain in prison. These pictures will help
the newly matched children and adults get
through that initial separation.

Read more about paws4people assistance
dogs at joanbradyphoto.wordpress.com

— JoAN BRADY

Joan Brady is a professional photogra-
pher; mentor and advocate for current and
former foster children; volunteer with
paws4People, Fairfax Families4Kids, and
others; and a resident of Great Falls. Reach

the core of “command set” training happens. i \ . g her at joan@joanbradyphotography.com

- b

PHOTOS BY JOAN BRADY/JOANBRADYPHOTOGRAPHY.COM
Joan Brady photographs an assistant dog at work with a college student
in West Virginia.
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Becky and LulLu: A Special Bond |

he relationship between dog and girl is

strong, the bond never to break. I, per-

sonally, grew up — and am still growing

up with — wonderful dogs. First, there
was Leroy. I was born into the middle of his reign on
the Randolph household kingdom, and he helped to
raise me, the princess of his kingdom. I don’t remem-
ber much of his life, because

he only lived to age 8, and he only spent six years
with me. Leroy was an amazing part of the family.
He was helpful, strong, and loving.

Once, I tried to ride him like a horse, and you re-
ally can’t blame me — here I was, only about 3 years
old, with a German shepherd Hound mix whose head
still came above mine. Luckily, he tolerated me until
my mom rescued him. I bet he couldn’t thank her
enough!

Next came Lacy, who was welcomed to the family
when Leroy was about five and I was three. As a
pup, this yorkie-bichon mix was a tiny little thing.
When she was two, I would crawl around pretend-
ing Leroy was the daddy, I was the mommy, and Lacy
was our little pup. Now at 7 years old, she still acts
like a little puppy dog, and I honestly still remember
the day we got her — all the pups in the breeder’s
pen, and

driving home with her snuggled in my lap the
whole way home.

Now, LuLu is my most recent addition to the house-

Have all the
visitors you want.

PetProtect™

is easy to clean.

hold. We got her when I was eight, almost nine, and
now she’s two, and I'm ten, almost eleven.

We got her on my parent’s anniversary. My mom
claims that LuLu is her dog, but I think she might be
mine. However, I guess we share her. She and I train
together at Krazy for K9s 4H club at Frying Pan Farm
Park.

We do competitions and work together to solve
problems. She and I run around in our backyard,
play, watch TV, celebrate, eat, bake, and so much
more together. I've even developed a cupcake tradi-
tion on her birthday. Sadly, little Lacy has to wait to
celebrate her birthday — she

gets her party the same day as LuLu’s.

LuLu and I share a special bond. Not any more
special

than the bond I have or have had with any other
of my dogs, but a bond all the same. I hope to ac-
complish a lot in the training field with her, because
dogs deserve to go farther than just the end of your
fence. But, I'm still working on her show name.
Should it be Super Spot? Fluffy Spirit? I don’t know.
But we won'’t settle for just that — we want titles

at the end of our show name! We want our names
in the headlines! And we want everybody to point at
us and say, “Hey, look, there goes that bonded dog-
girl pair!”

— REBECCA RANDOLPH

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Rebecca Randolph, of Fairfax, with her dog, LuLu, at the
2013 4H fair costume contest.

Featuring STAINMASTER

Center Stage $3.50 per sq. ft. installed!
Hearts Content $3.99 per sq. ft. installed!

TVERY TIME
THE DOORBELL RIVES,

T TINKLE.
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Lavato $5.30 per sq. ft. installed!
Present this ad for a free upgrade to
STAINMASTER® cushion

Hurry—on sale NOW! Sale ends July 31.

Pet stains are no problem with new

Pet Protect™ carpet by STAINMASTER®.

Get exclusive warranties only at
Kemper Carpet, a chosen
STAINMASTER?® flooring center.

Carpet & flooring

Quality, Value and Service since 1972
Woman-Owned Business

3891 Pickett Road ¢ Fairfax, VA 22031
703-978-9001

www.kempercarpet.com
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Becoming Best Friends

rodo and Sam have become best

friends — sort of. My husband and

I adopted Frodo from Home Alone

Cat Rescue several years ago. He
is part Maine Coon and part American Bob-
tail, with a funny short tail. He may have
been mistreated by a previous owner be-
cause he is afraid of everything, especially
ceiling fans. He quickly became comfortable
in our home as an “only cat.”

We adopted “Sam” in September of 2012.
She was an adorable tabby kitten, part of a
feral litter living outside of a restaurant in
Washington D.C. Lee District School Board
Member Tammy Kaufax and her two high
school aged kids, Halle and Matthew, were
fostering the litter as part of a school project.

Tammy showed me a photo of the kittens
in August of 2012 during the Springfield
Bridge Walk and I fell in love with the small-
est kitten with tiger markings. As soon as
Sam had gained enough weight to be
adopted we brought her home as a com-
panion for Frodo.

It took a few weeks for the two cats to get
used to each other, but now they play to-
gether and chase each other around all the
time. They are so cute together, especially
when Sam hides behind the bedroom door
and ambushes Frodo when he walks into
the room. Animals add so much to your life!

— SHARON BuLovA, CHAIRMAN,
FAIRFAX COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

- &
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PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Sharon Bulova with her cats: “Animals add so much to your life!”

By JANELLE GERMANOS
THE CONNECTION

ven for those pet lovers who

pay close attention to the

health and well-being of their

pets, it’s not uncommon for
owners to be unaware of when their pet
is reaching the point of becoming a se-
nior.

Because the lifespan of pets can vary,
it’s important to do extensive research,
and to take pets to the vet at least once a
year.

Generally, smaller dogs are considered
seniors when they reach ages seven or
eight, and larger dogs are considered
seniors around age five or six, said Ja-
son Overman, veterinarian and medical
director at Springfield Animal Hospital.

“For dogs, it can vary depending on the
breed,” he said.

Common health problems for older
dogs include arthritis, dental disease,
kidney problems, cancer, heart problems
and more.

“It’s important to look out for a change
in appetite and water consumption, and
generally any behavior they may be do-
ing that they typically haven’t before,”
Overman said.

Dental diseases are common among
dogs, so it’s important for owners to start
using dental products on their dogs as
soon as possible.

“Most people don’t really think about
what’s going on in their dog’s mouth.
They really don’t ever look at it until we
show them here at the vet. They’re usu-
ally very surprised,” Overman said.

Cats are generally considered seniors
around age 7. Common problems in
older cats include hyperthyroidism, kid-
ney disease and arthritis.

According to Overman, there are sev-

Caring for Aging Pets

PHOTO BY JANELLE GERMANOS/THE CONNECTION

Springfield Animal Hospital Medical Director Jason Overman, who
has been working at the hospital since 2010, advises pet owners on

how to care for an aging pet.

“For dogs, it’s important to put down rugs on any
hardwood floor areas, and on stairs, putting down

runners is helpful.”

— Jason Overman, Springfield Animal Hospital

Jason Overman of Springfield Animal
Hospital shares some best practices.

eral things pet owners can do to help
assure that their older pets are comfort-
able.

“For dogs, it’s important to put down
rugs on any hardwood floor areas, and
on stairs, putting down runners is help-
ful,” Overman said.

For cats, comfortable and heated beds
can be helpful. Both dogs and cats ap-
preciate a high-quality bed, Overman
said. Overman also advises pet owners
to avoid giving their pets any over the
counter medications without first con-
sulting a vet, and to avoid any human
medications. “Cats can be very sensitive
to these and it can lead to other prob-
lems,” Overman said.

Pet insurance is also crucial for pets,
as it can be more difficult to get insur-
ance when pets become older. Fish oil
supplements are also helpful for pets as
they get older.

Nutrition can help dogs and cats live
healthier lives, said Nikki Logan, man-
ager at natural pet food store Felix &
Oscar in Springfield. “A lot of senior pets
are overweight. Foods that are higher in
fiber and have less artificial ingredients
can help keep a pet’s weight to a mini-
mum,” Logan said.

Matt O’Leary, a longtime pet owner and
employee at Felix & Oscar, stresses that
when it comes to caring for an older pet,
knowledge is power.

“The more you know about the food,
the better off your pet will be. A lot of it
has to do with genetics, but making sure
the pet is eating well is a great way to
prolong a happy and healthy life,” he
said.

Overman advises pet owners to visit
websites like the American Animal Hos-
pital Association at www.aahanet.org to
read more about caring for pets at ev-

ery age.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Meet Best Friends

of Fairfax

Canine companions bring happiness

into owners’ lives.

By CAITLIN BARBIERY
THE CONNECTION

lose friends and

neighbors, Judy

Schnoeblen and

Laura Gunson of

Fairfax, only become closer

through their dogs, Hunter and

Archie, who are also very close
companions.
Goldendoodle
Hunter, a

“They always play together.”

A very smart dog, Archie per-
forms tricks and is a fast learner.
Tricks ranging from a simple sit to
a Namaste Bow are some of Arches
many talents. “Archie is more of a
guard dog, smart with a loud
bark,” says Laura.

Both dogs are well behaved and
good natured and love to travel.
In the car Hunter will get as close

to the driver’s
seat as pos-

large, fluffy, “When they were SmaH sible, “he is

black dog,

. husband’
with a kind HUNter let Archie drag f:rgl,)ﬂ:)ltsir?nthz

face belongs

o & him across our front
Schnoeblen yard by hiS lip”

family, and
Mutt Archie, a
large dog with
brown and white hair is a mem-
ber of the Gunson family. These
two families have known each
other for years, consequently
Hunter and Archie have been
friends since they were puppies.
“When they were small Hunter
let Archie drag him across our
front yard by his lip,” says Judy.

car,” says
Judy. Archie,
avery curious
dog, often

— Judy Schnoeblen finds himself

in unusual
places. “Once on vacation he had
jumped on to a jet ski,” says
Laura.

These two families spend a lot of
time together and never forget to
include Hunter and Archie. Great
companions to each other and their
owners, these two dogs lead full
lives alongside their families.

Meme Joins Family

Frantically running every-
where and eager to explore be-
yond the confines of her leash,
Bichon Frise puppy Meme is a
handful for her owners Maria
and Fred
Ingham  of

the mailman.

“We still have a long way to go,”
says Fred as he struggles to re-
strain the little dog.

Although little Meme is a big re-

sponsibility
her owners

Fairfax. Intro- ‘AS S00n as i Saw her I find pleasure
ducing 2 knew she was my little nherdayto

puppy into a
home is never dog”
easy but
Maria and
Fred are a
long-time dog owners.

“She is trying to learn and that
is what'’s really important,” says
Maria. They had owned their pre-
vious dog Coco for many years
before she passed away. “Coco was
a good dog who never barked and
loved people. We know that with
time Meme will get there too,”
says Maria. With more energy than
a toddler, Meme is still learning to
not jump on strangers or bark at

day activi-

ties. Going

. on walks and

— Maria Ingham , goggie

training

classes Meme keeps her owners
very busy.

Meme keeps Maria and Fred
occupied and has found her place
in the family. As a retired Spanish
teacher Maria likes that about
Meme. “She keeps me active and
provides a challenge,” says Maria.
“As soon as I saw her I knew she
was my little dog,” says Maria with
a smile on her face and Meme in
her arms.

4 < FAIRFAX CONNECTION < PET CONNECTION, SUMMER 2014
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Struggling to keep her puppy Meme still, Maria Ingﬁam of

Fairfax lovingly holds her.

PHOTO B.Y-AITL-IN BARBIERY/THE CONNECTION
Neighbors, Judy Schnoeblen (left) and Laura Gunson- of
Fairfax - walk their dogs Hunter and Archie after a large

v

Ferreting for Fun

Local ninth grader
appreciates playful

nature of Steve
and Skippy.

By THOMAS FRIESTAD
THE CONNECTION

ommonly known for
their playfulness and
pungence, ferrets

have earned themselves the
moniker of “the clowns of the
animal kingdom” from sources
like Animal Planet. City of
Fairfax resident Brandon Henry,
13, of Robinson Secondary has
greatly enjoyed this aspect of
his two ferrets, Steve and
Skippy, for the past two years.

“I asked for them two years
ago for Christmas, and ended
up receiving them as a gift from
my parents,” Henry said. “At the
time, my sister always called
random things ‘Steve,” so I de-
cided to name one of the fer-
rets ‘Steve,” and the other one
was always hopping around, so
I named it ‘Skippy.”

Henry said his expectation
prior to receiving the ferrets
that they would be difficult to
raise was proven wrong.

“I expected raising them
would be a lot harder than it
actually is,” Henry said. “Tak-
ing care of the ferrets is also a
lot more fun than I originally
thought. I enjoy having them
because they’re not exactly like
a normal pet; they're not like
cats or dogs. The way they
walk, the noises they make, the
way they play. . .it’s just really
funny any cool.”

Henry said his favorite thing
about taking care of two ferrets
was how funny they are as
household companions.

“They always hop around,
making funny noises, and run
away with stolen socks, al-
though I don’t know where
they're taking them or why,”
Henry said. “You can take them
out of their cage and sit in a
room with them, or let them
explore the whole house, just
so long as they don’t go any-
where they’re not supposed to
or chew on furniture and
cords.”

Henry said he must keep an
eye on his ferrets, or else their
funniness might lead to them
getting lost.

“One of them escaped outside
into the yard once, and later,
the same one got into an air
vent,” Henry said. “We had to

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

PHOTO BY BRITTANY HENRY
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Brandon Henry holds up one of his ferrets

after giving it a bath. Henry said, despite
popular belief, the ferrets do not smell all
that bad, so long as they are bathed regu-

larly.

shoulder.

make clicking noises, like the way
you would attract a cat, to get him
back to us.”

Henry said, oftentimes, when he
tells friends he owns Steve and
Skippy, his friends think his pets
are weird at first, but later come
to understand them as unique, in-
teresting creatures.

“When I tell people at school
that I have ferrets, a lot of the time,
they’ll say it’s weird,” Henry said.
“They’re a different sort of pet, but
it’s fun owning a different sort of
pet. When my friends meet Steve
and Skippy, they usually change
their minds and enjoy playing with
them. They learn that they’re

PHOTO BY KiM HENRY
Kirstie Henry, 15, of Robinson Secondary
smiles as one of the ferrets climbs her

pretty cool animals, they don’t re-
ally smell so long as you bathe
them and clean their cage, and
they’re really slinky-like as well.”
Henry said he used to own a
special ferret leash that he could
attach to one of his ferrets’ small
collars to walk them like a dog.
“We used to walk the ferrets be-
fore we lost their leash; they en-
joyed going outside and seeing all
of the new stuff,” Henry said.
“Walking a ferret is much differ-
ent from walking a dog because
you can'’t tell a ferret to ‘come’ or
anything like that. You have to tug
on them so they know where to
move, but you have to be more

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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PHOTO BY KIM HENRY
From inside their cage, Steve and Skippy
sip from their specialized water bottle.

PHoTO BY KiM HENRY
Swim Coach Brittany Henry of Fairfax
facilitates a playdate between ferrets
Steve and Skippy and Samson the dog.

gentle with them as well be-
cause it's a smaller creature.”

Henry said his experiences
with Steve and Skippy at a
young age increase the likeli-
hood of him experimenting
with other unorthodox pets in
the future.

“I think I see myself getting
more ferrets later on because of
how much I enjoy my two fer-
rets right now,” Henry said.
“They have made me more in-
terested in looking into weirder
pets as well, because they've
shown me that they can be just
as entertaining to keep as regu-
lar ones.”

Barkin' Good Treats for Pooch
Dogs will bark and wag their appreciation when they
taste our all-natural, 100% whole wheat, hand-shaped
dog treats. They’re barkin’ good!

Great Harvest Burke & Lorton
6030-G Burke Commons Rd., Burke
9000-5 Lorton Station Blvd., Lorton
B-703-249-0044 1.-703-372-2339
greatharvestburke.com

Facebook.com/BurkeGreatHarvest

CARDIOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

EMERGENCY/
CRITICAL CARE

INTERNAL MEDICINE
NEUROLOGY
ONCOLOGY

RADIATION
ONCOLOGY

RADIOLOGY

REHABILITATIVE
THERAPY

SURGERY

RADIOCAT

Centers for The
Treatment of Feline
Hyperthyroidism

6651 BACKLICK RD.
SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150

703.451.8900

WWW.VETREFERRALCENTER.COM
OPEN 24 HOURS 365 DAYS A YEAR
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Joy of ‘Hide and Seek

Walking down the street, be- :
ing dragged in opposite direc-
tions by her dogs Sandi and
Bella, Jackie Louie of Fairfax is
an adamant animal lover.

“They are always there ready
to play,” says Jackie, who enjoys
spending time with her two dogs
and one cat. Her husband and
children also have fun with the
pets and consider them members
of the family. Loyal and kind
Sandi and Bella are full of en-
ergy and bring excitement to the
house.

“Whenever someone new
comes to the house they love to
play ‘hide and seek’ to impress
them,” says Jackie, “it is hilari-
ous to watch.” Jackie explained
that Bella, a much smaller dog
than Sandi, can fit into smaller
spaces, and despite Sandi’s size
she will still attempt to hide with
Bella. Clearly the two | dogs,
though different breeds and
sizes, are close companions.

Jackie views her pets as great
stress relievers. They make her
life more fun and bring happi-
ness to her every day.

“I believe you can’t ever be unhappy with
pets,” says Jackie. Having pets and being
part of the community of pet owners also
introduces people to others with similar
interests.

Loyal, Fun and Friendly

Working from home in a
little yellow house with a
picket fence, Christopher
Ekvall of Fairfax is constantly
surrounded by his closest
companions, his three dogs
Basil, Winston and Esther.

Small, slow moving dogs,
with ears that hang low Ba-
sil and Winston are both Bas-
set Hounds and Esther, a
lively, light colored dog, is a
Beagle. Ekvall can almost al-
ways be found out with the
dogs, either playing in the
yard or out on a walk.

“They are my exercise and
my daily fun,” says Ekvall.
“Bassets and Beagles are
great dogs that I think every-
one should have.” The dogs
provide Ekvall with uncondi-
tional companionship, which
is what he values most. Ba-
sil, Winston and Esther are
part of Ekvall’s family and
never fail to improve his day.

“They are always playing
and happy and they make me
happy,” says Ekvall. Every
day for Ekvall and his dogs
is exciting, they provide entertainment, pro-

Just finishing up an early morning walk,
owner Jackie Louie, of Fairfax, is ready to
start the day with her dogs Bella (left) and

“T have never had a close friend that does

not own a pet” says Jackie. According to
Jackie, dog owners have the best compan-
ions and also make for the greatest friends.

— CAITLIN BARBIERY

Basil (front), Esther (middle) and Winsfon
(back) are eager to continue their walk with
their owner Christopher Ekvall of Fairfax.

never a dull moment, they are loyal, fun,

tection and “they are fun to look at.” Living  friendly dogs and lifelong companions for

with his Basil, Winston and Esther there is

Ekvall.
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PHoOTOS BY LOUISE LEWIS

Daniel Tomlin, a family friend, gazes at Cory the corn snake.

Snake? Snake?!

Lewis family
cares for female
corn snake.

By THOMAS FRIESTAD
THE CONNECTION

slithering serpents all that

much, but the Lewis family, on
the other hand, welcomed corn
snake Cory into the house 10 years
ago, and has been caring for her
ever since.

“When we got her, she was the
size of a pencil,” teacher Louise
Lewis of Fairfax said. “Now, she’s
about four feet long.”

Lewis said Cory was originally ac-
quired from a reptile show in Mary-
land, after which she was used to
help her son Jamie complete a re-
quirement for the Reptiles and Am-
phibians Boy Scout merit badge.
She said Cory quickly became estab-
lished as a permanent fixture in the
household not long afterward.

“For the merit badge, you’re supposed
to care for a reptile or an amphibian for
30 days,” Lewis said. “We could have just
borrowed someone’s turtle or frog, but I
never bothered to read the requirements.
[The family] grew attached to this snake.
They had planned all along to get and
keep a snake, they just didn’t tell me that
plan.”

Lewis said Cory is an appealing pet to
keep because of her low-maintenance
nature, as well as her captivating move-
ments.

“You defrost a mouse a couple of times
a week and feed her, and that’s about it,”
Lewis said. “When she comes out, she’s
really pretty and kind of cool, the way
she moves around and holds herself up.
We’ve got some branches and a fake
hippo doll in the cage, and she coils and

] ndiana Jones may not enjoy

Daniel Tomlin reaches into Cory’s
cage to pick her up.

wraps around those as well.”

Lewis also detailed the interesting na-
ture of the Cory’s feeding process.

“You defrost the mouse, then you wave
it in front of her like a live thing, so she
attacks it and swallows it, working it
down in big gulps,” Lewis said. “The jaw
comes apart and swallows this huge
thing, bigger than her head; it’s fascinat-
ing, how she gets her jaws apart and pulls
it down.”

Lewis said her family may look into
getting other reptilian pets like Cory
sometime in the future.

“We probably will [get other reptiles]
because Cory’s very low maintenance,”
Lewis said. “We’ve had parakeets that
have died, hamsters that have died, a
mouse that had a seizure, a dog that got
sick and died, a cat I got allergic to. We've
kind of had psycho pets, and a snake
seems to fit right in.”

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Princess
Diana

This is me and
my newly-
adopted spaniel,
Princess Diana. I
fostered her for a
year before giving
in and adopting
her from the Lost
Dog and Cat
Rescue Founda-
tion.

— MARCIA
TIERSKY,
FAIRFAX

- A
This is my father and I, with my three foster failures (fostered dogs that
I adopted) from the Lost Dog and Cat Rescue Foundation. The little black
furball on the left is Zorro, Princess Diana is on Dad’s lap and Gryphon
is my right-hand dog.

This is Zorro and
Gryphon, both

adopted from the
Lost Dog and Cat
Rescue Foundation. i
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WALKING THE DOGS, LLC

DAILY DOG WALKS
VACATION PET CARE-ALL SMALL ANIMALS

*Local Moms, Professional Pet Sitters
* We Make Owning Pets Easier
* Bonded ¢ Licensed ¢ Insured

www.walkingdogsva.com
Call Felicia at (703)473-9768 or Felicia@walkingdogsva.com
www.facebook.com/walkingthedogs

The art of '
. . , Fairfax

living lies CONNECTION
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troubles. chLs 708750451 on pwAL
—Bernard M. Baruch SALES@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Compassion is our practice. [~ D
\ BURKE ANIMAL
\_ CLINIC /

Wellness is our goal.

Medical & Surgical Services

Wellness Exams and Vaccinations (703) 569-9600

Sick Exams and Urgent Care 6307 Lee Chapel Road
General Surgical Procedures Burke, VA 22015
Dental Cleanings and Extractions www.burkeanimal.com

Ultrasound & Digital X-ray
Behavioral Consultation
Puppy and Kitten Visits

Progressive Healing Programs
Acupuncture

Cold Laser Therapy

Veterinary Orthopedic Manipulation
Stem Cell Therapy

Active Release Therapy
Homotoxicology
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"N'J/.(,/( Tm/W 3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.

Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-

www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

TOYOTA

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota
a Toyota

You Have Saturdays Off

That's Exactly Why We Don’t!

OIL & FILTER S-ER\"ICE SPECIAL

5% OFF

Inclides: Changa o, imstall Gorune Toyola ol e,
Irpeiecd & kst il Nukd kewwls. whcd complimentany
ot point iInspeciion with print oo

IO ALID W RATY CTHEN OFTEN O OOUROR T00TA VINSCLDS (MY CRFEN
DOPEES B e OOUPDN WUTT BE FREBENTLD 4T TRl 08 AT
TOSOITA

TOYDTA GENLUINE SERVICE

BRAKE SPECIAL

$9995

PADS

Includes: Install Genuine Toyota front
brake pads, inspect front & rear rotors
& drums, check tire condition and inspect
all hardware. Pads only,

MACHINE ROTORS AN ADDITIONAL $199.95,

DOES BOT APPLY TO ALL WEHICLES PLEASE SEE SERVICE ALVISOR FOR

CHETARE. hOT WALID WITH ANV OTHER OFFER DR COUPOH, TOVDTA VEH:

CLER ONLY. OFFER EXPIRES 8N4, COUPON MUST BE FRESENTED AT

TIME GF WIITEAUP vadiD ONLY AT ALEXANTRLA TORTITA. TAX AND SHO
SUFFLIER ADDTIChAL

U o o

VENTILATION SPECIAL

57995

Includes: Claan condaensor fins, chack
AIC performance, inspect drive belts for
mmmm“ fifter.

n:r“u-rlﬂ SR TOVO VEMCLES CALT DFFER
AT N FREAINTT & Vil OF WP E P
T ALEAADTL T

u--u-ﬁu-—---n--u--
LD Ll e ]

WE WILL

MEET OR BEAT

ANY LOCAL TOYOTA DEALERSHIP'S
CURRENT ADVERTISED SERVICE
SPECIALS

AR AL WATHL AN STWER DFFER, O DCRPOM | TODTA VEMICLES ORLY OFFER:
ENFRERETI Y GO Ll b PREETR IO A PR OF mRTE e
LN Ry AT A RN PR

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA/SCION
3750 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY. | ALEXANDRIA, VA 22305

1-866-616-8420 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM
JUST MINUTES FROM REAGAN NATIONAL AIRPORT!

ALEXANDRIA

TOYOTA / SCION

8 <« FAIRFAX CONNECTION
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T VALED WITH ANY CITHER DFFER O COUSON
EXPINLS 01 4. COURCR WOAT B PRESENTID AT Tasl OF WAITELS WALID

CHOTA GENLINE SERVICE
30000 MILES FACTORY
RECOMMENDED
SERVICE

$1 5999

Syntheic $10 More

Includes: Change angine oil & fitter (up to 5 qis),

rotate tires, inspoct wear and adjust prassura,
measure brake pad thicknass & rolor runout,

replace cabin air filler {if equipped), replace engine

air fiter, reset maintanance reminder light

(it applicable) and mulli-point vehicle inspection.

RN WAL WITH ANT OTHER OFFER OR O0UPCR. TOTOTA VEHCLES ORLY. OFFER
Fm'ﬁlﬂﬁ'l COUPTR WST BE PRESENTED AT TIME: OF WRTELF WD (el
AT AN TOWOTL

TAN AMD SHOP SUPPLIES ADCTTICMAL

TRUE S5TA RT BJ\TTF.RY SPECIAL

*139°

INCLLRDES BATTERY INSTALLATION

includes: 84 month wamanty, 24 month FREE mplacemant,
24 month FREE roadside assistance, 60 month proration,

PLUS we'll check all battery cables & connechons.

e agery I Mgband e
Iﬂ'l1'| )
14 CALE ] T PRI N
g e, IO T

Hﬂﬂll- H

TOWOTA GEMLUANE SEFICE

COMPLIMENTARY
MULTI-POINT INSPECTION

Includes: Inspect tires, brakes, wipers, lights,
bedls & hoses & fluid levels

DACY AT AUFNAMTREA TOVDIT TAN AND S0P GUPPLE R ADDTIONAL
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| TONOT YRMICLES OMLY. GFFER

GLEBE RD.

AI.E)(ANI]HIA
TOYOTA

0710

MONROE AVE.

JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY.

POTOMAC

POTOMAC
YARD
SHOPPING
CENTER

N
DUKE ST.

@ TOYOTA

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS
HONOR

TayotaOwnersOnline.cam

TOWOTA GENANE SERWCE

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

79"

Your car's alignment sulfors, snd can cause unevon lire
waar, sleering probloms and decreaned luel sconomy.
INCLUDES: Inspoct suspension, ball joins,
sl & shocks, fi condition and sef Bre pinssu
WOT WALID ST AT OTHEN OFFER DA COUSDR  TOW0TE,

EAFPES i COUPCR MUTT BE PRISENTED AT Thil OF WRITE-LP, Wis
ALY AT AL AR, TENEE, TRN KNG S0P SUPPLES ADIRTIORM,

WESOLES DMLY ORPER

........ av .

BASIC MINOR SERVICE
PERFORMED EVERY 5,000 MILES OR & MONTHS
WHICHEVER COMES FIRST

$7900

2003 & NEWER
Synthetic $10 More

Ty

rotate tires, inspect wear and adjust pressure,
inspect brakas, top off under hood fluids, reset
mainfenance remindar light (il applicabla)
and multi-point vehicle inspection.

A ETITE Y ETRN LT TLETA RO FOIMCLEN EREY eI VA
CAANUS AR AT B P BT L WHTT P S Y ples iyl
W o ST ATTATR

BUY 3 TIRES AND GET
4TH FOR

GOT TIREST N0 CHARGE ROAD HATARD PROTECTION, TIE
WARAANTY, AMD FREE COURTESY MULTIPOINT INSPECTEIN.

PRICE MATCH OUARANTEL SEE SERNCE ADWGECH FOR DETALS
LR LI
=T

ROTATE & BALANCE SPECIAL

$5995

Includes: Rotate and balance all
4 wheels and inspect brakes and tires.
MO SALED WITH ANY OFHEN CFFEN Ol COURDH POV VESSCLEY DM CFFEN

NP S7114 OOUPCH WRST I PRESENTID AT T OF WRE-L8
AL G AT ALENARESE TONV

| -

Includes: Change engine oil & fiter (up 1o 5 gis),

TOYOTA

TOYOTA

Mufflers*Exhaust Pipes*Shocks*Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

TOYOTA

Let’s Go Places

SUMMER DF I‘ML SPECIAL

311995

Prepars your cars paint lor (he hamsh winter road
conditions. A Al exiarior bulling, paint saalant and

wax, along wilh a vacuuming of the interion
Vans & SUVE add 530.00.

OF VoA T A ST OFFRF 0 SCUROR. TS VEMCLER Oee
PR ERFRRS W14 GOSN VAT BE PRESENTED £ TR g
WAL CINLY AT A IEAHEVRA TOROTA

TOVOTA GEMLEME SEFVICE

DETAIL SPECIALS
53095

Wash & Vacuum

513995

Hand wash, wax
& Interior cleaning

295"

Full premium detail

| NOT WALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON. TOWOTA
] VEHICLES CMLY. OFFER EXPIRES 82U - COUPCN MUET
BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRITE-UR WALED DNLY AT
ALEXANDRLA TOVOTA

HEADL IGHI RES'I ORATION
SPECIAL

58995

j Plastic lensas can

1 yellow with age,

j reducing the vehi-

1 cha's markel value.

I Headlight brightness

I & the overall safety

I during nighilime

I driving. The headlight

! jans restoration

from us allows you

i to shine and restore
haadlights 1o Boe-

§ new conditions.

WP WALIC IWTTH AN OTHSEM ORI O CODPDN  TOVD, WEMICLES DALY
CAVER DIPEES S3114. CURON LA BE PRERENTED A1 TRAI OF
ALETARDITE Firerts

I Let’s
Go
Places
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