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Jim Haney entertains the
crowd on banjo, walking the
streets at Clifton Day 2013.
This year’s festival is set for
Sunday, Oct. 12.
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See Transportation,  Page 9

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

W
hat You Need to Know
about Transportation in
Five Min-utes or Less”
was the working title of

this year’s Northern Virginia Transportation
Alliance (NVTA) seminar and reception held
on Sept. 30 at Capital One’s auditorium in
McLean. With the often confusing alphabet
soup of Virginia’s transportation-related
agencies, organizations, alliances, boards,
and commissions it was good that the NVTA
meant five minutes per speaker. No one
could make sense of the Commonwealth’s
transportation current state of affairs, its
history, or plans for the future in 300 sec-
onds.

Thankfully, the NVTA gathered the key
players from those various organizations
and gave each five minutes to make a pre-
sentation in keeping with the theme of their
10th Annual Seminar – “Regional Priorities
and Prioritization.” The speakers were all
recognized authorities on the subject and
stayed on point with materials and com-
ments that were accessible to audience
members less in-the-know on all of the de-
tails of each agency and the projects they
impact, as well as the most subject-knowl-
edgeable in the audience. Bob Chase, presi-
dent of the NVTA, in his role as moderator,
for the 10th time, made the introductions,
kept the speakers within their time budgets,
and directed the Q & A session following
the presentations.

According to the NVTA members, the
seminar title was carefully chosen. Chase
made reference during his opening remarks
to a document published earlier this year
by the National Capital Region Transporta-
tion Planning Board titled “Regional Trans-
portation Priorities Plan” that “listed no
actual priority projects. I’m not sure how
we get to solving problems if we have no
priorities,” said Chase. “The good news is
that efforts are underway in Virginia to ad-
dress this deficiency.”

ANOTHER REASON why prioritization of
projects is critical and was a key focus of
the seminar is the passage of HB 2 by the
Virginia Legislature earlier this year and HB
599 which addresses prioritization for
projects funded through the Virginia De-
partment of Transportation (VDOT). As a
follow-up to the historic bi-partisan passage
of HB 2313 in 2013, which provided sig-
nificant state funds for transportation for
the first time in 27 years, HB 2, “Provides
for the development of a prioritization pro-

cess for projects funded by the Common-
wealth Transportation Board … that shall
weigh factors such as congestion mitigation,
economic development, accessibility, safety,
and environmental quality.” With real
money on the table with which to proceed,
and a “wants and needs” list for each lo-
cale that far outweighs the funds currently
or foreseeably available, some scoring
method needs to be developed and imple-
mented to ensure that the state gets the best
“bang for the transportation buck” from
every project chosen. As speaker Aubrey L.
Layne, Jr., the Virginia secretary of trans-
portation said, “Accountability was missing
from the process.” By scoring each proposed

project and benchmarking it to the require-
ments of HB 2, Layne noted that the selec-
tion process would be fairer and more trans-
parent. According to Layne, even projects
already underway and those that are ex-
empt from HB 2 should still be examined
and scored.

Nick Donohue, Virginia deputy transpor-
tation secretary, provided more detail on the
HB 2 Process, praising the “remarkable,
unanimous, bi-partisan vote” that led to the
bill which took effect on July 1. “The pro-
cess will be developed over the next 12
months by the Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Board,” said Donohue, and applied to
“projects based on the (planning document)

VTrans 2040 needs assessment toward the
drafting of a six-year improvement pro-
gram.” Donohue, as well as several other
speakers, also reminded the audience that
many of Northern Virginia’s transportation
plans had to also take into account emer-
gency evacuations from the District. “It’s just
one more of the realities our region faces.”

While there was much discussion regard-
ing future transportation needs for a region
that has grown from two million people in
1970 to more than five million today — with
growth projections reaching almost seven
million by 2040 — a number of the speak-
ers addressed the status of recent projects

Focus on Transportation Priorities
Northern Virginia
Transportation
Alliance presents
regional priorities
at 10th annual event.

The panel participates in the question and answer session after each gave a presentation to the attendees
of the “What You Need to Know about Transportation in Five Minutes or Less,” seminar. From left are
Charlie Kilpatrick, commissioner VDOT; Nick Donohue, Virginia deputy transportation secretary; Doug
Allen, CEO VRE; Aubrey L. Layne, Jr., Virginia secretary of transportation; Camelia Ravanbakht, interim
executive director, Hampton Roads Transportation Planning; Renee Hamilton, NoVa District deputy admin-
istrator, VDOT; Hal Parrish, mayor, City of Manassas and Northern Virginia Transportation Authority board
member; Richard Sarles, out-going CEO/general manager, WMATA, and Helen Cuervo, NoVa District admin-
istrator, VDOT.

Enjoying the moment before getting down to business are, from left,
David Birtwistle, CEO of the event’s organizer, the Northern Virginia
Transportation Alliance, and NVTA President Bob Chase, who also served
as the event moderator.

Virginia Secretary of Transporta-
tion Aubrey L. Layne, Jr. was the
final speaker of the evening.
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Q: What are some of your favor-
ite restaurants in your district?
A: “We love The Old Brogue in Great
Falls. It’s like Cheers, where everybody
knows your name. Also The Tavern in
Great Falls and J. Gilberts in McLean.”

Q: What personal qualities do
you have that make you the best
candidate for this position?
A: “All of my bosses would tell you this.
I work very hard. As a woman in law and
politics, sometimes I’ve had to work twice
as hard as my male counterparts. Also, I
am a problem-solver. When we were out
campaigning, Congressman Wolf would
introduce me to voters as a problem-
solver, someone who can get things
done.”

Q: What are you most proud of?
A: “Obviously my three children. They
are all doing well, and it’s really fun to
see your children succeed. Dan is a 2005
graduate of University of Virginia; Peter
is a 2007 graduate of Virginia Tech, and
Caity graduated from Villanova Univer-
sity in 2010 and George Mason in 2012.
Peter is now helping me with my cam-
paign; Caity is a scientist who performs
DNA analysis on rape kits. She was mar-
ried last spring, so she is Caity Roller now,
and I’m excited to say she is now expect-
ing her first child and our second grand-
child.”

Q: What would you tell
young women who are
considering a career in
politics?
A: “Jump in! Believe in yourself,
give it your all and ‘lean in.’ You
can make a difference.”

Q: What are your top
priorities if you become
the next 10th district
representative in the U.S.
House?
A: 1. Pass legislation increasing
the child tax credit from $1,000
to $2,000.

2. Work to repeal and replace
ObamaCare which already has
caused millions of hardworking Americans
to lose their health insurance and have
their wellbeing and financial health threat-
ened.

3. Pass meaningful tax relief for families
and small businesses to encourage job cre-
ation in Northern Virginia.

4. Protect our national security and pro-
tect our defense and national security in-
frastructure as well as the salaries and re-
tirement of our dedicated military

Q: What do you consider your
major accomplishments as a Vir-
ginia legislator?
A: ❖ Virginia’s laws cracking down on Hu-
man Trafficking

❖ Virginia’s Competitive Bidding Law
Saving Hundreds of Millions

❖ Virginia’s First Lyme Disease Legis-
lation

❖ Virginia’s Law to allow for Offshore
Exploration of Energy

❖ Virginia’s Research and Develop-
ment Tax Credit to promote Tech Jobs

❖ Virginia’s Tax Incentives to Promote
Data Centers and Tech Jobs

Q: What is something people
might be surprised to learn
about you?
A: “My mother was a ‘Ted Kennedy Girl.’
My family campaigned for Kennedy. We
were Democrats.”

Q&A with Barbara Comstock

Republican candidate Barbara Comstock
surveys a construction site in Loudoun
County with longtime U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf
(R-10) last spring. Wolf’s retirement
announcement paved the way for
Comstock’s congressional run.

Election 2014:

Candidate profiles

See Comstock,  Page 5

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

Second in a series of candidates’ profiles.

I
t’s just weeks before Election Day, and
the contest to replace retiring Repub-
lican Congressman Frank Wolf in
Virginia’s 10th Congressional district

has become one of the most watched, most
expensive and most contentious races in the
country.

But on this crisp fall October morning,
Republican candidate Barbara Comstock is
in her comfort zone.

She is campaigning door-to-door with
Wolf, whom she counts as a longtime friend
and mentor, in McLean, her hometown for
the past 30 years, which she has represented
in the Virginia House of Delegates since
2010.

“I’m feeling great about the race,” said
Comstock, her voice a little hoarse from
non-stop campaign events.  “I thoroughly
enjoy meeting people from every walk of
life. I’ve been particularly touched by the
reaction I get from young women. They
notice a woman is out here campaigning.”

Comstock is making a point.
She is aware of the criticism leveled by

Democrats who assert that she is part of the
GOP’s “War on Women,” noting Comstock’s
vote in favor of the controversial “trans-
vaginal ultrasound” bill in the Virginia leg-
islature.

And while Comstock makes no apologies
for her strong conservative presence in Rich-
mond, she said she finds it ironic that any-
one would label her “anti-woman.”

“Really, when I hear that, I think about
the fact that I grew up ... surrounded by
strong women,” Comstock said. “I think of
my grandfather, who had four girls. He was
a real feminist. I remember him telling us
‘Don’t let any man keep you down. You can
do anything if you work hard enough.’  He
lived through the Depression, and was a
very proud man. He was never able to go
to college, but he was the smartest man I
knew.”

Comstock said she was inspired to estab-
lish a Young Women’s Leadership Program
in January 2013 after reading Sheryl
Sandberg’s 2013 book “Lean In: Women,
Work, and the Will to Lead.” In the book,
Sandberg, the chief operating officer of
Facebook, advises women to seek mentors
in the workplace and be more assertive with
respect to their careers.

AFTER READING THE BOOK, Comstock
said, “I wanted to start a program that pro-
vides young women, middle and high school
girls, to meet and connect with professional
women from a variety of sectors.”

She remembers sitting in the historic
Capitol building — in the town where
Jefferson studied law with George Wythe
— and thinking for the first time that she
could be a lawyer too.

“I think that was the first time I wanted
to be a lawyer … I was struck by how these
ordinary people did such extraordinary
things.”

The trip was typical of the influence of
her mother, Sally Burns, a long-serving
teacher and school administrator.  “We
would read biographies and then go visit
the places we read about,” she said.  “I de-
veloped a real sense of history.”

Comstock says her mother has been the
most influential person in her life.  “My
mom is definitely my best friend, that’s been
one of the great parts of my life.”

Burns introduced her daughter to politics

Bio
Virginia Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34) grew up

in Springfield, Mass. She earned her B.A. in politi-
cal science from Middlebury College in 1981 and
her law degree from Georgetown University Law
Center in 1986. She is an attorney and founding
partner of Corallo Comstock.

At the beginning of the 2014 legislative session,
Comstock served on the following committees:
❖ Commerce and Labor
❖ Science and Technology, Chair
❖ Transportation
Prior offices: McLean Community Center

Governing Board - 1993-1996
Personal: She lives in McLean with her husband,

Chip. They have three children, Dan Comstock,
Peter Comstock and Caity Roller.

GOP candidate Barbara Comstock
believes a woman’s place is in the
House ... of Representatives.

Comstock’s Comfort Zone

Photos contributed

Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34) campaigned with
husband Chip and daughter Caity Roller in McLean
last month.

Since the leadership
program began, ap-
proximately 60 girls
throughout McLean,
Great Falls, Vienna
and Loudoun County
have participated,
meeting professional
women such as Donna
Brazile, CNN political
commentator and
Democratic strategist;
Erin Egan, chief pri-
vacy officer for
Facebook, and Bobbie
Kilberg, president and
CEO of the Northern
Virginia Technology
Council.

The program was “incredible and unfor-
gettable” said Danielle Hayden, a junior at
Potomac Falls High School in Sterling. “This
program reassured me that there is oppor-
tunity everywhere you go in many fields,
whether it is government service, running

a small business or working for a govern-
ment agency like NASA.”

Comstock grew up in Springfield, Mass.,
but remembers the influence of her first visit
to Virginia, a third grade family trip to Co-
lonial Williamsburg.

Lorton/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com
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By Tim Peterson

The Connection

A
t 10:01 a.m. on Oct. 6,
Cathy Baskin of
Ravensworth Baptist
Church in Annandale

received her usual New York Times
set of alerts. “I read it 15 times,”
said Baskin. “This can’t be true.”

Around 11:30 a.m., the Rev.
Laura Horton-Ludwig of the Uni-
tarian Universalist Congregation
of Fairfax started seeing social
media alerts as well. And she re-
ceived an email blast from People
of Faith for Equality in Virginia, the
Richmond-based group that’s been
organizing clergy members
around the state to be prepared for
this moment.

The U.S. Supreme Court had
announced it would not review
five cases that sought the freedom
to marry. The decision effectively
allows rulings supporting same sex
marriage to take effect in the
Tenth, Seventh and Fourth Circuit
courts, and rejects bans on gay
marriage in Colorado, Indiana,
Kansas, Oklahoma, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Virginia,

West Virginia, Utah, Wisconsin and
Wyoming.

Virginia’s Fourth Circuit made
the formal mandate at 1 p.m. on
Wednesday, meaning marriages
could commence immediately.

“A new day has dawned,” Attor-
ney General Mark Herring said in

a statement, “and the rights guar-
anteed by our Constitution are
shining through.”

“I’m glad; I would’ve preferred
that they actually take a case and
settle the law,” U.S. Rep. Gerry
Connolly (D-11) said in an inter-
view just after the mandate was

announced. “Equal protection un-
der the law means just that.
Whether you’re gay or straight,
you’re entitled to equal protection.
I think that’s what this is all
about.”

Horton-Ludwig didn’t have any
other appointments after the

morning, so she made the short
drive from their church to the
Fairfax County Courthouse. “It was
obvious to all of us whoever could
get over the courthouse should do
that. It was very fortunate,” she
said.

In her robe and stole, Horton-
Ludwig saw a couple getting their
license. Then, she said, “I just went
up to them and said ‘Excuse me, I
wanted to wish you congratula-
tions. I’m here if there’s anything
I can do for you.’ They decided
they did want to get married to-
day. That was just a joy.”

The first couple at this court-
house was Yvonne Landis and
Melodie Mayo of Falls Church.
They were going to do the cer-
emony in front of the building
until a staff member suggested
they use the central courtyard.

“It was a huge honor, very ex-
citing,” said Horton-Ludwig. “This
is a day that a lot of us have been
working very hard for for a long
time. It’s just incredibly joyful that
we finally have marriage equality
in Virginia, that we can honor and
recognize that legally. It was re-
ally powerful.”

‘A New Day Has Dawned’ Same sex marriage
goes forward in Virginia.

From left: George Mason University freshman Megan Crenshaw, GMU freshman Emily
Simpson, GMU freshman Evan Baines, the Rev. Dr. David Lindsey of Little River United
Church of Christ in Annandale, the Rev. Hank Fairman of Little River United Church of
Christ, Jon Fleming of Centreville, Cathy Baskin of Ravensworth Baptist Church in
Annandale and Patricia Burton of Reston all came out to the Fairfax County Courthouse
to support the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to turn down same sex marriage ban
appeals on Oct. 6.
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ADMISSION $9.00 M-F; $13.00 SAT/SUN & Oct. 13 • WEEKDAY GROUP TOURS • SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE

(703) 323-1188

9401 Burke Road
Burke, VA 22015

For More Information Call: SPECIAL EVENTS
SAT - SUN 10–5

LOTS OF FAMILY FUN

GIGANTIC
SELECTION OF

FACE PAINTING
Additional Fees for these Events:

BALLOON ANIMALS $2
WOBBLE WAGON $2
 MOON BOUNCE $2

 PONY RIDES $5

PUMPKINS • CORN STALKS
CIDER • JAMS & JELLIES

APPLES • HALLOWEEN DECORATIONS
CABBAGE & KALE • WINTER PANSIES

CHRYSANTHEMUMS

SPOOKY HAY RIDES • MONEY
MOUNTAIN MINERS MOUNTAIN SLIDE
WIZARD OF OZ SLIDE W/ADDITIONAL

SLIDE • MINI CAROUSEL
WESTERN TOWN • GRAVE YARD
AIRPLANE • MERRY-GO-ROUNDS

 INDIAN TEE-PEE • TUMBLING TUBES
PHONE TUBES • GHOST TUNNEL
SLIDE PUMPKIN FORT • FARM

ANIMALS • MECHANICAL RIDES
PIRATE SHIP AND PIRATES CAMP
GHOST TRAIN • SPOOKY CASTLE

FIRETRUCK• MONSTER TRUCK SLIDE

FALL FESTIVAL
& Pumpkin Playground

Fall is a great time to plant. Visit
our Nursery for trees, shrubs and
all your garden needs!

Featuring

Presents Our 20th Annual

MARY APONTE
Cherokee Story

Teller, 9–12
Weekdays

October 1
thru October 31

www.pumpkinplayground.comwww.pumpkinplayground.com

Daily 9am - 8pm
(Weather Permitting)

Garden Centre
is open daily 8-7

Election 2014:

Candidate profiles

From Page 3

as well as history, but from the opposite side
of the aisle from where Comstock currently
sits. “My mom was a Ted Kennedy girl —
back when Rose Kennedy was doing teas”
for campaign events, said Comstock.

Now Burns supports her Republican off-
spring.  “My mom has been very active since
my first campaign. My parents live with us,
and the fun thing is that our whole family
campaigns together.”

Comstock’s politics are much different
than those of the unabashedly-liberal
Kennedy.

She worked for two terms as an aide to
Wolf, and headed the public-affairs branch
of President George W. Bush’s Justice De-
partment.  The National Review, in its en-
dorsement of Comstock, said, “Comstock’s
strong conservative presence in Richmond
has earned her high marks from, among
others, the National Rifle Association, the
Family Foundation of Virginia, and the Vir-
ginia Chamber of Commerce, which
awarded her its 2012 Free Enterprise
Award. She has also received the endorse-
ment of pundits such as Mark Levin and
Sean Hannity.”

Pat Herrity, a Republican member of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, said,

“Barbara is exactly the type of common-
sense conservative leader we need to pull
the party and district together and win this.”

But despite her conservative credentials,
Comstock seeks to emphasize her willing-
ness to reach across the aisle and work with
Democrats.  She points to her work on hu-
man trafficking issues, where her bills
toughening criminal penalties and increas-
ing support for victims received near-unani-
mous support in the Virginia General As-
sembly.

Kate O’Beirne of McLean, a former Wash-
ington editor of the National Review and
co-chair of the Catholics for Comstock Coa-
lition, said, “While seeking common ground
for the common good, Barbara has re-
mained deeply committed to her strong
values. She is a staunch supporter of work-
ing to create a culture of life and has led
the fight on behalf of victims of human traf-
ficking.”

Comstock has the endorsement of the
outgoing incumbent, who was out knock-
ing doors with her on the first Saturday in
October.

“No one will work harder for the 10th
District than Barbara Comstock,” Wolf said.
“She’s honest, ethical and her energy and
ability to get results will make her a great
congresswoman.”

Comstock
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

5911 Fairview Woods Drive
Fairfax Station, Virginia 22039

PHONE: 703-503-9210

    www.stpetersinthewoods.org

Pumpkin Patch Sale
October 11th–31st

Pumpkins of all sizes will be available.

Fall Festival October 18th
10 am–2 pm • Free Admission

Community Groups, Moon Bounce, Music,
Food, Raffle, Games & more!

Safeway Pharmacy flu & pneumonia shots!
All proceeds help support our

mission and outreach activities.

Twinbrooke Centre • 9565 Braddock Rd.
Open 7 Days • 703-425-1855 • See us on Facebook

Brighton has created an exclusive 2014
Power of Pink Bracelet. For each bracelet
purchased, we will donate $5 to support
Breast Cancer Research and Awareness.

Limited quantities, while supplies last.
Power of Pink Bracelet $60

Republican Women of
Clifton To Discuss
‘Vote for the Constitution’

On Oct. 15, the Republican
Women of Clifton will welcome
David J. Bobb, Ph.D, president
of the Bill of Rights Institute for
its October meeting. Bobb will
present a discussion titled
“Vote for the Constitution,”
where attendees will gain an
understanding of how the Con-
stitution relates to daily life and
how to motivate elected offi-
cials to heed its principles. “With 2014 elections just
around the corner, this presentation is sure to in-
spire and equip citizens with the necessary tools to
understand and explain the Constitutional principles
so vital to our nation’s survival,” said Alice Butler-
Short, President of the Republican Women of Clifton.

Bobb joined the Bill of Rights Institute as presi-
dent in December 2013.

Attendees are invited to contribute $5 at the door
for TAPS - the Tragedy Assistance Program for Sur-
vivors of our fallen heroes.

Visit www.CliftonGOP.com.

Residents Invited
To Education Meeting

Mount Vernon District School Board member Dan
Storck is hosting an Education Town Hall on Wednes-
day, Oct. 15, 7-9 p.m. in the South County Middle

School lecture hall. Fairfax County Public Schools
Deputy Superintendent Steven Lockard and Region
4 Assistant Superintendent Angela Atwater will at-
tend to listen to residents’ comments on the public
schools.

Farmers Market
on Thursdays

Each Thursday, from 3-7 p.m., the Fairfax County
Government Center hosts a farmers market in its
parking lot. The Government Center is at 12000
Government Center Parkway, in Fair Oaks. The next
markets are slated for Oct. 9 and Oct. 16.

Needed: Used Laptops
Our Daily Bread is in need of a few gently used

laptops no more than three years old. They’ll enable
Our Daily Bread to have more office volunteers dur-
ing the busy fall and holiday season. Anyone who
would like to donate a laptop in good condition
should contact Mila Cobos at 703-273-8829.

K-9 Krawl 5K is Oct. 18
The Fairfax County Police Department’s annual K-

9 Krawl 5K is set for Saturday, Oct. 18, at the county
Government Center’s parking lot C. Check-in begins
at 8:30 a.m., followed by a K-9 demonstration at 8:45
a.m. and the 5K walk at 9 a.m.

This event was created to bring awareness to the
connection between animal cruelty and the link to
domestic violence, and people are welcome to walk
with their dogs. Register at www.surveymonkey.com/
s/FCPD2014K9KRAWL.

Area Roundups

David J. Bobb
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50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery

606060
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

Just Arrived: Pansies and Mums!
Pansies $1.29

Just Arrived: Pansies and Mums!
Pansies $1.29

Just Arrived: Pansies and Mums!
Pansies $1.29

Just Arrived: Pansies and Mums!
Pansies $1.29

Just Arrived: Pansies and Mums!
Pansies $1.29

Hosta Special!
25% Off All Varieties
Hosta Special!

25% Off All Varieties
Hosta Special!

25% Off All Varieties
Hosta Special!

25% Off All Varieties
Hosta Special!

25% Off All Varieties
Free Estimates

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Landscaping & so much more!

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$24.99 cu. yd.

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

Burke Centre Shopping Center
5765-S Burke Centre Pkwy., Burke, VA 22015

703-239-1300
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-5

Closed Sun & Mon.

Five Star Jewelers

Visit our web site: www.fivestarjewelers.net

20%
Off

*some exclusions apply

At final payment
of layaway
receive a $25
Gift Card towards
your next purchase.

Put Christmas
on Layaway!

Ticketed Items*

Through October 31 2014

9000 Lorton Station Blvd., Lorton, VA
703-372-1923 • firesidegrillva.com

Enjoy Our Oyster Bar
New Varieties Arriving Weekly

& Our Famous Crab Cakes
Thursday—Saturday 4-9 P.M.

Proudly serving locally grown produce
and Premium House Aged Angus Beef

Celebrate Oktoberfest
during our annual celebration

with German food and
beer specials!

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline for submis-
sions is the Friday prior to publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 15
Impact of Dementia on the Family.

1:30 p.m. Insight Memory Care
Center, 2812 Old Lee Highway Suite
210, Fairfax. Join us for this free
educational program. Dementia
affects the entire family –
expectations and relationships can
change family dynamics. Join us for
this discussion on how to handle
these changes. Call 703-204-4664 to
RSVP and for more information.

SATURDAY/OCT. 18
Healthy Aging. 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Antioch Baptist Church, 6525B Little
Ox Road, Fairfax Station. Keynote
speaker Margaret Pressler,
Washington Post reporter and author
of Cheat the Clock, a book on the
science of aging. Lots of exhibits,
demonstrations and excellent
presentations as well. Lunch
included. For more information and
to register, visit www.antioch-
church.org or call 703-590-6562.

Genealogy Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-3
p.m. Anna Maria Fitzhugh Chapter,
National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution, will sponsor a
genealogy workshop for DAR
membership at King’s Park Library,
9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
Everyone is welcome. For more
information contact Judy Korfonta,
703-451-3930.

SUNDAY/OCT. 19
Democratic Women of Clifton. 3-

3:30 p.m (members) and 3:30-5 p.m
(public). Clifton Town Meeting Hall,
12641 Chapel Road, Clifton. Hear
Fairfax County Sheriff Stacey Kincaid
and her staff speak about personal
safety. Their program will be titled,
“Situational Awareness: Don’t Be a
Victim.” cliftonwomendems@aol.com.

MONDAY/OCT. 20
Library Tech Help. 11 a.m. City of

Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Get library-related
electronic resources questions
answered. Includes help with eBooks
and compatible devices. Adults. Bring
library card, eBook reader and
laptop. 703-293-6227.

English Conversation Group. 7 p.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Adult. Gloria
Monick, gsmonick@aol.com 703-250-
0877

TUESDAY/OCT. 21
Library Tech Help. 2 p.m. City of

Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Get library-related
electronic resources questions
answered. Includes help with eBooks
and compatible devices. Adults. Bring
library card, eBook reader and
laptop. 703-293-6227.

English Conversation Group. 7 p.m.
Richard Byrd Library, 7250
Commerce St., Springfield. Practice
and improve English conversation.
Adults. 703-451-8055.

English Conversation Group. 7 p.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North St., Fairfax. Practice
speaking English with others and
improve skills. Adults. 703-293-6227.

THURSDAY/OCT. 23
Using Online Resources. 1 p.m. City

of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Learn to use the
library’s online databases. Journals,
magazines and encyclopedias can all
be accessed from home with alibrary
card. Patrons may bring a tablet or
laptop along. Adults. 703-298-6227.

Bulletin Board
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Opinion

T
here is plenty to be fearful about.
Local outbreaks of whooping
cough, due to some parents opting
out of vaccines; whooping cough

can be deadly for infants. Enterovirus, an up-
per respiratory illness mostly affecting chil-
dren, which can become very serious very
quickly for some children. The spectre of ebola
killing thousands of people in West Af-
rica, and also possibly arriving via any
international airport.

But there are a few things you can do
to protect yourself and those around you from
likely the biggest infectious health threat in
your neighborhood, influenza.

The flu will kill thousands of people in the
United States this flu season, ranging from
October to May. Over 30 years, the average
number of deaths was more than 20,000 an-
nually according to the CDC, although the
number ranged from 3,000 to 48,000.

Flu vaccination is cheap, easy and effective.
Getting vaccinated was associated with a 71

percent reduction in flu-related hospitaliza-
tions among adults of all ages and a 77 per-
cent reduction among adults 50 years of age
and older during the 2011-2012 flu season.

Get a flu shot. Make sure everyone in your
family gets a flu shot. Most people with health
insurance can get the vaccination without pay-
ing anything for it. Getting vaccinated doesn’t
just protect you, it also protects the people
around you who might be more vulnerable,
including young children, people over 65, preg-
nant women, people with other health condi-
tions like being in cancer treatment or with

chronic upper respiratory problems.

Quoting the CDC:
“Influenza is a serious disease that

can lead to hospitalization and sometimes even
death. Every flu season is different, and influ-
enza infection can affect people differently.
Even healthy people can get very sick from the
flu and spread it to others. Over a period of 31
seasons between 1976 and 2007, estimates of
flu-associated deaths in the United States range
from a low of about 3,000 to a high of about
49,000 people. During a regular flu season,
about 90 percent of deaths occur in people 65
years and older. “Flu season” in the United

Ebola? Whooping Cough? Enterovirus?
Wash your hands,
get your flu shot. More on Flu

and Flu Vaccines
Centers for Disease Control

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm

Fairfax County
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/flu/

Editorial

States can begin as early as October and last
as late as May.

“During this time, flu viruses are circulating
at higher levels in the U.S. population. An an-
nual seasonal flu vaccine (either the flu shot
or the nasal spray flu vaccine) is the best way
to reduce the chances that you will get sea-
sonal flu and spread it to others. When more
people get vaccinated against the flu, less flu
can spread through that community.”

h t t p : / / w w w. c d c . g o v / f l u / p r o t e c t /
keyfacts.htm

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

By Kerrie B. Wilson

Chief Executive Officer

Cornerstone

W
hy do you live
where you live
today? Is it con-

venience to work or good
schools?  Access to attrac-
tions? Does the housing cost
fit your budget?

For most people, finding the per-
fect home often comes down to a
family’s values and priorities for
the stage of life they are in, choos-
ing what’s most important if you
can’t get everything in one home.

Yet, for many families and indi-
viduals in Fairfax County, there are
only hard choices and tradeoffs
that no person would willingly
accept for their family. To afford a
2-bedroom apartment in our area
at fair market rate of $1,469 re-
quires an annual household in-
come of $56,480. For a minimum
wage worker that equates to 132
hours of work per week.  In Fairfax
County, nearly 1/5 of households
earn less than would be required
to pay that rent without some tem-
porary or ongoing support. Do you
move out miles and add hours and
cost to getting to your job? Do you
sacrifice housing safety or time
with your children to work two or
more jobs to pay the bills? The
stress on those with limited in-
comes or ability to earn a “hous-

ing wage” hurts
everyone in com-
munity.

R e c o g n i z i n g
this, the Fairfax
County Board of
Supervisors priori-
tized “livable, car-
ing and affordable
communities” that

reflect the options families value.
Despite the headline goal, we have
not kept pace with housing pro-
duction and preservation needed
to support affordable living oppor-
tunities. Huge increases in con-
struction and land costs have out-
stripped growth in household in-
come, compounded by the reduc-
tion in government subsidies now
available to bridge those gaps.

At Cornerstones, we understand
the consequences for those who
fall into this affordability gap and
we are working on many levels to
address the challenge.

Consider, the Brown family who
entered the Embry Rucker shelter
with their children this summer.
Shaken by the reality of shelter liv-
ing, they are willing to make
changes. It won’t be an easy road.
Mr. Brown is unemployed and
never completed high school.  Mrs.
Brown is an administrative assis-
tant in a Reston-based business
earning $36,000. They have two
elementary age children who have
made friends and feel at home at

a local elementary school. The
Browns’ total household income
means they earn too much for
some benefits, but not enough to
support their family. A short-term
solution is a transitional housing
program that emphasizes educa-
tional attainment and job training
for people willing to work hard to
increase earning potential in ex-
change for time-limited rent sup-
port.

Will the Browns’ make it? They
have a lot going for them, but will
still join thousands of other fami-
lies in Fairfax County who are on
waiting lists for housing vouchers
or other affordable rental subsidies
essential to surviving this chapter
in their life.

Long-term, the only sustainable
solution requires a community in-
vestment.  Cornerstones has
worked in our community for
more than 40 years to preserve
affordable housing and give fami-
lies like the Browns realistic hous-
ing options.

This month—after a long jour-
ney aided by our supporters and
partners like Bozzuto, Wells Fargo,
Fairfax County, Virginia Develop-
ment Housing Authority, Freddie
Mac and the Greater Reston Cham-
ber of Commerce Best of Reston
partnership—Cornerstones will
purchase and assume sole owner-
ship responsibilities for The Apart-
ments at North Point in Reston’s

desirable North Point community.
Walkable to shopping, on the bus
line, and just miles from the Sil-
ver Line metro, these attractive,
accessible garden style apartments
are available at below market
rents—expanding the choice of liv-
ing and working in a community
rich with opportunities for service,
great schools, and access to open
space and recreational opportuni-
ties.

Who are these neighbors? North
Point residents include teachers,
government employees, retired
individuals and students, and for-
merly homeless families like the
Browns.  Annual household in-
come for our tenants range from
$15,000 to $70,000 per year.

The permanent subsidy required
for Cornerstones to guarantee
affordability can be as much as
$25,000 per unit per year, depend-
ing on the situation of the indi-
vidual tenant.  As tenant income
grows, so too will the amount paid
towards rent and the equity we re-
invest to keep homes affordable
for all.

 While the 100 units we own and
manage are part of the solution,
Fairfax County is still far short of
the overall number of homes
needed to support a healthy, thriv-
ing community; a minimum of
1,650 units are still needed just to

Home Values on the Rise

See Wilson,  Page 9
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From Page 8

Wilson

meet the goals established under
the 10-Year Plan to Prevent and
End Homelessness.

We are often asked to enumer-
ate the benefits of our work. Ev-
ery dollar spent on affordable
housing production or subsidy
helps revitalize family incomes,
business bottom lines and govern-
ment revenues.  Housing recipi-
ents benefit from reduced risk of
homelessness, safer neighbor-
hoods, improved physical and
mental health and raising moti-
vated children who succeed at

school and in life. The most sig-
nificant short-term economic im-
pact from housing development is
on employment. Each job sup-
ported or created through afford-
able housing projects generates
another one or more at the local
level. Every $1 in rental income
generates over $2 in economic ac-
tivity for local economies. It all
adds up.

Cornerstones is proud to be part
of this equation, working locally
to build thriving communities.

At the same time we will engage
in today’s important values conver-
sations, talking now with the Fairfax

County Economic Advisory Com-
mission as it creates a strategic plan
that recognizes the role that hous-
ing and workforce development
play in economic development
(http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
success/).  We have joined the
county’s Affordable Housing Advi-
sory Committee in calling for rev-
enue bonds for affordable housing
(join the conversation on Twitter
#FFXBonds4Home).

Home values are on the rise, in
North Point and Fairfax County.
Prioritize housing choice for your
neighbors; it’s a community value
we can live with.

Letters

Meeting ID Requirements
To the Editor:

Thank you for your informative editorial about the
new Photo ID requirement (“Does the Change in
Voter ID Laws Matter?” Connection, October 1-7,
2014) and the opportunity for those who do not have
acceptable Photo IDs to obtain free ones for voting
purposes from any general registrar’s office.

The Fairfax County Office of Elections is not ar-
ranging transportation for people to get to the of-
fice, though some organizations may be. The county
is taking the photo ID equipment out to libraries,
government centers, in-person absentee voting sites,
and other locations to enable citizens to get the IDs

more easily. The schedules of locations and times are
on the Office of Elections website.

People who apply for a Photo ID too late to receive
it in the mail can ask for a temporary photo ID. It
will be accepted as a valid ID for voting.  Registered
voters going to the polls on election day who do not
have an eligible photo ID can vote a provisional bal-
lot and then go to the Office of Elections by noon on
the Friday after election day, obtain a temporary
photo ID, and have their provisional ballot counted.

Sidney Johnson
Voter Service Director

League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area

See Something, Send Something: This app is a nation-
wide suspicious-activity reporting tool to help fight terrorism and
criminal activity. It does not replace 911 for emergency situa-
tions. This app allows people to send suspicious activity as a photo
or text directly to the Virginia State Police. Visit
www.vsp.virginia.gov/FusionCenter/mobileApp.shtm.

Child Safe Kit: This site provides a free Child Safe Kit, deliv-
ered to people’s doors. They may record vital statistics and ur-
gent medical information in case it’s needed quickly by authori-
ties. Visit www.childsafekit.com/.

FBI Child ID: This application provides a convenient place to
store vital information about a child. Allows quick emailing of
the information and provides safety tips. Visit www.fbi.gov/news/
stories/2011/august/child_080511.

Alert ID: A site for keeping up-to-date on what’s happening
around home/work. People will get email notifications when cer-
tain offenses occur within the chosen radius of an address. This
site also offers other information, such as weather updates, and
is a social network too. People may use it to have discussions
with neighbors and meet new neighbors. Visit www.alertid.com/
.

Before using the following two apps, people must check to see
if their specific campus has this program. Students may use it to
stay up-to-date about campus emergencies:

Campus Alerts: http://www.campusalerts.com/webcorp/
default.html.

Live Safe: http://www.livesafemobile.com/.

Safety Apps are
Now Available
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REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2014-2015 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

News

F
or the seventh straight year,
more than 70 restored and
modified icons of American

motoring history rumbled into the
parking lot at Hayfield Plaza Shop-
ping Center. But for the first year,
the funds raised by the Hayfield
Days Car Show aren’t just support-
ing Hayfield Secondary’s Auto
Tech Program.

To honor former Hayfield prin-
cipal Dave Tremaine, who died of
colon cancer in June, a portion of
the show’s proceeds from registra-
tion and raffles will go to the David
S. Tremaine Charitable Fund.

“The scholarship is for any stu-
dent, those who emulate Dave,”
said past PTSA president and
Lorton resident Liz Dunn. “Every
student was recognized for who
they were as an individual. No stu-
dent was left out while Dave was
there.” Tremaine’s wife Robyn, son
Grant and daughter Parker were
on hand to make a “principal’s
vote” for the show.

“The fund will benefit the Bob
Pass Tennis Foundation as well as
scholarships for multiple Hayfield

seniors,” said Robyn. “They don’t
have to be attending college, just
have any post-graduation plans.
Dave wanted everyone to have an
opportunity, whether it was auto-
motive technology or HVAC train-
ing or college. That was his
mindset in education.”

David Tremaine came to the car
show each year he was at Hayfield
and favored Chevrolet Camaros,
according to Hayfield Auto Tech
teacher, golf and JV baseball coach
John Terrien.

“He was the best,” said Terrien.
“Not only was he a great friend,
but he was a friend to everyone.
He’s deeply missed.”

“There’s a big void because he’s
not there,” said Dunn. “No one will
fill his orange shoes. It was so
touching to see every kind of stu-
dent at his memorial in June.
Name a stereotype of high school
student.”

The event is sponsored by Prince
William Cruisers. Last year it
raised about $1,000.

— Tim Peterson

(From left) John Fraumeni, Hayfield senior; Moria Lemay,
South County junior; Lauren Dost, South County junior;
Alayna Cotton, Hayfield junior; and Logan Thomas,
Hayfield senior. Members of the JROTC collaboration
between Hayfield Secondary School and South County
High School present the colors to open the car show.

Car Show Honors
Former Principal
Hayfield Days Car Show
benefits Auto Tech and
David S. Tremaine Charity.
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News

G
eorge Mason University held it’s
third Annual Intercollegiate
Golf Invitational on Sept. 27-29

at Laurel Hill Golf Course in Fairfax. Sev-
enteen college teams accepted George
Mason’s invitation and fielded a total of
104 players.

The event was held at Laurel Hill Golf
Course, the site for the U.S. Amateur Pub-
lic Links Championship hosted in 2013.

Each collegiate team fielded five mem-
bers. Individual scores were used to tabu-
late first and second place team finishes.
Additionally, individual scores were used
to award first and second place finish.

After a practice round on Saturday to
acquaint the golfers to the Laurel Hill

course, the participants played 36 holes of
golf on Sunday. The rules of the competi-
tion require that each golfer carry their
clubs and walk the course. The result is that
most players are rather tired after 7-8 hours
of play and walking Laurel Hill — a long
and hilly course of 7,010 yards in length.

The event concluded on Monday with a
final 18 holes of play around 4 p.m. After
tabulating the scores first place was
awarded to the University of Missouri team
with a combined team score of 851 and
Marshall University came in second at 854.

Ryan Zech from Missouri won the award
for best individual score shooting four un-
der par. Christopher Crawford from Drexel
and Clark Robinson from Marshall were tied

George Mason Holds 3rd Patriot
Intercollegiate Golf Invitational

George Mason Patriot’s Golf Team

for second place each scoring three under
par. The results of this event will be used
for NCAA rankings to determine invitations

to the NCAA Regional events planned for
spring 2015.

— Terrance Moran
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By Tim Peterson

The Connection

T
he characteristically humble
Jean Packard allowed just a
little egotism at the idea of see-
ing her name on a new center

at Occoquan Regional Park.
“It’s wonderful, I’m delighted,” said

Packard. “To think the regional park author-
ity thinks I deserve this honor is really ic-
ing on the cake.”

Packard, the first female Chairman of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and
trailblazer for women in county politics,
more often cites the help she’s received be-
fore accepting recognition.

“You would never know that she had been
Chairman, that she had run for county of-
fice,” said current Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova.
“She’s a person who will roll up her sleeves
and get dirty picking up trash or pulling out
invasive weeds.”

But at the Sep. 27 groundbreaking of the
Jean R. Packard Occoquan Center, part of a
massive facelift to the entire park, she was
the center of attention.

“It’s a real privilege for us to be able to
honor our long-time colleague and friend
Jean Packard,” NOVA Parks Chairman Brian
Knapp said at the ground-breaking. “She’s
done so much for Fairfax County and, in
turn, for NOVA Parks. This is a wonderful
reminder to the region what a great leader
she’s been.”

Packard’s sizeable list of public and envi-
ronmental service roles and accomplish-
ments spans five decades.

She was also the first woman elected to
the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation
Board, president of the Northern Virginia

Conservation Trust and served 24 years as
Fairfax County representative on the North-
ern Virginia Regional Park Authority (now
NOVA Parks) before stepping down within
the past few months.

“Sometimes, people serve as Chairman
and then go off and do other things,” Bulova
said, addressing and honoring Packard at a
recent board meeting. “Jean has stayed in
Fairfax County and been involved in just
about every substance. Just to keep her ex-
pertise involved, in a positive way, that re-
ally is exceptional. You’ve really left a tre-
mendous legacy for us here.”

THE NEW BUILDING bearing Packard’s
name and legacy will be a multi-use focal
point in the park, among other renovations
that include landscaping at the park en-
trance, a new 3.1-mile trail encircling the
park, a group rental center, roads and park-
ing areas.

A key component of the Packard Center
will be a historic/environmental education
area that highlights the park’s New World
history with Captain John Smith coming up
the Occoquan River, as well as its signifi-
cance to the 20th century Suffragist move-
ment: the 1917 imprisoning of women pro-
testing in Washington for the right to vote
in the Occoquan Workhouse. The Center is
the future site of a Suffragist memorial.

“It makes sense to celebrate what hap-
pened right there,” said founder of the Turn-
ing Point Suffragist Memorial Jane Barker.
“It was Jean’s vision to include the Suffrag-
ists’ story in the park there.”

“We have a chance to honor them,” said
Packard. “I think that is very great. It
seemed like such a logical tie in.”

“In terms of the environment, the Suffrag-
ists were very concerned about the world
around them,” said Clifton resident and
Fairfax County History Commission mem-
ber Lynne Garvey Hodge, “for that world
to be a healthy world. Jean’s focus, I think
is a very strong reflection of that Suffragist
theme.”

The Jean Pool
Packard honored
through Occoquan
Regional Park facelift.

(From left) NOVA Parks Chairman Brian Knapp; NOVA Parks board
member Laura Grape; Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors Sharon Bulova; Jean R. Packard; U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly;
founder of the Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Jane Barker; and
NOVA Parks Executive Director Paul Gilbert broke “virtual ground” on
Sept. 27 at Occoquan Regional Park. Actual ground won’t be broken
for several months.

A rendering of the Jean R. Packard Occoquan Center, the primary
part of a huge renovation to Occoquan Regional Park.
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5631-B Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA  22015

4600 John Marr Dr., Suite #401
Annandale, VA  22003

• Free Initial Exam
• 40+ Years Experience
• Two Board Certified Orthodontists
• In Network Providers for MetLife,
   Delta Dental & United Concordia

703-750-9393
www.dutson-ellisortho.com

Met Life, Delta, BCBS/Carefirst

and United Concordia Provider

Weekdays • Saturdays • Evenings

24 Hour Emergency Care

8998-E Lorton Station Blvd.
Lorton, VA  22079

To advertise, please call
Steve Hogan at 703-778-9418

BURKE PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
The Corner of Rt. 123 (Ox Rd.)

& Burke Centre Pkwy.

News

The 10th Annual Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance Seminar and Reception
focusing on “Regional Priorities and Prioritization” played to a packed house in the
two-level auditorium of Capital One in McLean.

Transportation Priorities Discussed
From Page 2

and those currently in progress, like Helen Cuervo,
Northern Virginia District administrator for VDOT.
Cuervo reported on the opening in August of three
eastbound lanes as part of the Route 50 widening
project, with the three westbound lanes on schedule
to open in spring of 2015. FY2014 saw more than
670 lane miles paved in our region, with another
826 lane miles scheduled for paving in FY2015. Ex-
press Lanes on 95 were also reported to be on sched-
ule for a late 2014/early 2015 opening, running from
Edsall Road in Fairfax County for 27 miles to
Garrisonville Road in Stafford County. Cuervo also
provided updates on improvements for Route 7 and
work on interchanges along Route 28 and other
highly congested byways. The Express Lane project
and other projects noted by Cuervo that extend well
into Loudoun and Prince William counties from
Fairfax, Arlington and Alexandria all served as prime
examples of the “regional” cooperation that the NVTA
believes essential to effectively address the transpor-
tation woes of Northern Virginia.

Mayor Hal Parrish of the City of Manassas repre-
sented the Northern Virginia Transportation Author-
ity, the body created by the General Assembly in
2002. Embracing the counties of Arlington, Fairfax,
Loudoun and Prince William, and the cities of Alex-
andria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas and Manassas
Park, the authority is responsible for preparing a re-
gional transportation plan and has the power to
implement transportation facilities in the plan, ac-
quire land for transportation facilities, and contract
to provide, or operate transportation facilities.

Parrish reported that the authority has already
approved 34 projects. The first year of approved
projects are valued at $209,793,000. He noted that
70 percent of available funds would be utilized for
regional projects included in the TransAction 2040
Plan that have been evaluated by VDOT for conges-
tion mitigation or emergency evacuation as called
for in HB 599, as well as mass transit capital projects
(30 percent would be designated as local funds and
distributed to the individual localities for their spe-
cific needs). To receive full funding, the localities

would be required to enact the local Commercial and
Industrial Property Tax at $0.125 per $100 valua-
tion, or dedicate an equivalent amount to the trans-
portation fund.

Other speakers included outgoing WMATA CEO
and General Manager Richard Sarles, who was
awarded with applause from the crowd when he
spoke of Metro’s “Eight Car Train Initiative” to add
to the current train length and increase ridership sig-
nificantly. CEO Doug Allen outlined the plans for
Virginia Railway Express’s growth, particularly along
395, 95, and I-66.

SPEAKING OF I-66, no discussion of transporta-
tion in Northern Virginia could be complete without
someone addressing the problems on the highway
that many consider the most congested in the entire
region. Charlie Kilpatrick, commissioner of VDOT,
presented “I-66: What’s the Fix and When?” Although
the plans do seem to take aim at the goal to “im-
prove multimodal mobility along the I-66 corridor
by providing diverse travel choices and to enhance
transportation safety and reliability,” most of the
proposed works from the Beltway to Haymarket will
still be a long time coming. Kilpatrick described the
vision of I-66 with two express HOV-3 lanes, three
non-tolled general lanes, ramp-to-ramp connections
and a Rapid Bus Service with direct access opportu-
nities from Park-and-Ride lots to Express Lanes. But
even with much planning and preparation already
underway, no construction on this project seems
likely before 2017 at the earliest.

The Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance
(NVTA) is a private sector organization focused on
collaboratively developing ways to make better trans-
portation a reality for the region’s citizens and busi-
nesses. It leads a coalition of more than 20 major
Northern Virginia business organizations, aimed at
supporting transportation investments of the great-
est regional significance. The presentation materi-
als of the seminar’s speakers are available on the
website www.nvta.org, which also contains informa-
tion on all aspects of transportation in the region
and links to related sites for further information.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

W
hen Mike Belote of
Manassas first
brought his Ryder

truck full of Pappy’s Wooden
Dreams to Clifton Day more than
10 years ago, he almost didn’t
make it out.

The truck got stuck in mud be-
hind the house where Belote had
set up his vendor tent. That’s when
he said residents came to his res-
cue. “Everybody there helped me
get out,” said Belote, “even the
mayor.”

“That’s the kind of help they’ve
always given,” Belote added.
“They were there to help the
people visiting.”

A retired Army veteran and gov-
ernment subcontractor, Belote has
been making toys and furniture
out of local yellow pine for 22
years. And he’s come back to
Clifton Day each year since his first
time.

Belote will be one of somewhere
between 175 and 200 vendors at
the 47th annual Clifton Day com-
munity festival on Sunday, Oct. 12
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CLIFTON DAY CHAIRMAN,
and 14-year Clifton resident, Bar-
bara Hutto said the final vendor
list is still getting sorted, but that
“there’s always a different mix.”
Visitors should expect plenty of
jewelry, pottery, toys and more.

For those who haven’t attended
in a few years, Hutto said with new
Clifton businesses represented,
“people wouldn’t recognize it any-
more.” Two of the most recent
additions to the real estate are Ital-
ian restaurant Trattoria Villagio
and self-explanatory Cupcaked
Bakery.

Each of the two Clifton culinary
destinations opened within the
past year.

Annual favorite activities such as
horseback rides, a Civil War reen-
actment and a main music stage
with everything from Irish danc-
ers to rock bands will all be back,
as well as craft demonstrations
and educational vendors in the
town square.

Visitors will be able to spin wool,
make pottery and even stomp
grapes while learning about the
winemaking process from Paradise

Springs Winery. “It was new last
year and we got rave reviews, so
they’ll be back,” said Hutto.

Peggy Stevens is executive direc-
tor of the Northern Virginia Con-
servation Trust, which will share
one of the educational vendor
booths with the Audubon Society
of Northern Virginia. If the
weather cooperates, she plans to
offer walking tours of protected
land in the center of Clifton.

“We’ll identify plants, native and
invasive, and talk about the impor-
tance of repairing, buffers along
rivers,” said Stevens.

Last year was the first time the
Trust participated in Clifton Day.
It was also a first for Stevens, who
just moved to West Springfield the
previous August.

“I found the crowd to be pretty
open, which I liked,” Stevens said.
“It was easy to meet people. It re-
ally shows a tremendous amount
of community focus, support and
energy.”

Despite continuing to grow in
size, that warm community feel-
ing is something Hutto said will
never go away.

“It’s such a small, little hamlet
here,” she said, “It doesn’t feel like
a big sprawling event. It still feels

very community-oriented: a really
big block party in this old historic
area.” Though with thousands of
people expected to attend from
around the Washington, D.C. met-
ropolitan area, Hutto said parking
will be at a premium. The main
street will be closed and all Clifton
entrances will have parking lots
($5 per car in outer lots, $10 closer
to the city center).

ALTERNATIVELY, organizers are
encouraging people to take the
VRE train, which will run con-
stantly from Manassas to Clifton
to Rolling Road during the Clifton
Day hours. Approaching Clifton is
free and the return trip is $5. For
the full list of train stops and times,
visit www.cliftonday.com/con-
tent/getting-clifton.

The Clifton Betterment Associa-
tion hosts the free event, with help
from sponsors including: The
Peterson Family Foundation,
Ourisman Fairfax Toyota, Repub-
lic Services, Concise, LLC, the VRE
and Norfolk Southern.

All proceeds will go to Girl and
Boy Scouts, the Clifton Lions Club,
the Clifton Betterment Associa-
tion, Acacia Lodge and Clifton
Presbyterian Church.

Clifton Day Turns 47
Festival returns
with 200
vendors, crafts,
food and music.

A drizzly morning couldn’t keep the crowds away from
Clifton Day 2013.

Between 175 and 200 craft and food vendors are ex-
pected at this year’s Clifton Day community festival.
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Cats benefit from being in a foster
home. We need long- and short-term

fosters for cats of all ages, mothers
with litters and kittens on their own.

Email cats@lostdogrescue.org.

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer at
www.lostdogrescue.org

Consider
Fostering

You Can Make a Difference

visit the website, cl ick on Participate
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By David Siegel

The Connection

T
he “edgy, fresh, bold, and daring” Unquiet
Theatre is giving audiences a Halloween trick
and treat with its production of the delight-

fully screwball musical “The Rocky Horror Show.”
“Rocky Horror” is “all about campy, over the top

antics,” said Katy Chmura, director of the show.
The cast of characters remains fresh and youthful

even as “The Rocky Horror Show” approaches its 40th
anniversary. “The aesthetic of the show is 1940s
glam,” said Chmura. “And just a touch of sophistica-
tion.” “Rocky Horror” has been a long-time live stage
favorite of theaters across the United States as well
as having a devoted, midnight movie following. With
book, music, and lyrics by Richard O’Brien it is a
send-up of all things science fiction

For those not familiar with the show, it begins as
two very innocent young adults find themselves need-
ing shelter on a dark and stormy night. Soon enough
they find themselves at a mysterious old castle where
they come across sights, sounds and rather bizarre
situations. There is a rather unusual Dr. Frank-N-
Furter, his “perfect” creation Rocky, and an assort-
ment of extraordinary creatures. And everyone sings.

“The music for this show rocks. If you’re not want-
ing to get up from your seat dance, jump or tap your
foot, you should probably check your pulse to see if
you’re still breathing!” said Matthew Scarborough,
music director. Timothy Macdonald plays Frank N’
Furter. “Frank-N-Furter is the main antagonist and
also happens to be the main character as well. He is
a childish, lustful sociopath and everything he does
is for personal gain of some sort. That being said, he
is charming and persuasive and can bend nearly any-
one to his will.”

Aaron Ware who plays the Criminologist indicated
that the production is full of “comedy and sass” as
well as being “full of energy,” while James Maxted
who plays Riff Raff said it will be a “one of kind the-
atre experience” for the audience.

For those who know the musical or for those new
to it, according to Chmura, “if you’d like to dress up
[as characters] any of the nights, that’s totally cool!”
There will be several call-out nights. “We’ll be giving
the audience a script to follow along with and they’ll
be able to purchase prop bags.”

“The Rocky Horror Picture Show” is anticipated to
be a singular experience from the intrepid folk of
Lorton’s Unquiet Theatre.

Entertainment

Delightful Trick and Treat
‘The Rocky Horror Show’
at the Workhouse Arts
Center.

Where and When
Unquiet Theatre Company presents “The Rocky Horror

Show” at the Workhouse Arts Center, Theatre W-3, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Performances: Oct. 17-Nov. 1, 2014. Friday and
Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. Tickets: $15- $25. For tickets and
information call 571-402-5328 or visit www.unquiet-
theatre.org.

Katy Chmura (Director) and Timothy Macdonald
(Frank-N- Furter).

From left: Josh Bartosch (Brad) and Timothy Macdonald
(Frank-N- Furter).
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416. Deadline is Fri-
day. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to
the event.

Are You 50 or Better?  Please
join us for the next Lunch N’ Life spon-
sored by the Shepherd’s Center of
Fairfax-Burke on Thursday, Nov. 20,
2014 (12-2 p.m.) at Lutheran Church
of the Abiding Presence, 6304 Lee
Chapel Rd, Burke.  The Program will
feature Jari Villaneuva, a Bugler,
speaking on The History of Taps. For
reservations, call Faye Quesenberry,
703-620-0161, by Nov. 14.  The cost

is $10; checks payable to SCFB.  If
transportation is needed, call the SCFB
office 703-323-4788.  See
www.scfbva.org for more information.

First Baptist Church of
Springfield offers Sunday school at
9:15 a.m., followed by a 10:30 a.m.
worship service at 7300 Gary St.,
Springfield. 703-451-1500 or
www.fbcspringfield.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church,
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton, offers
Sunday worship services at 8:30 a.m.
and 11 a.m. Nursery care is pro-
vided. Christian education for all
ages is at 9:45 a.m. 703-830-3175.

Faith Notes

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

THROUGH WEDNESDAY/DEC. 31
War on the Doorstep: Fairfax

Militia in the War of 1812.
Exhibition. The Civil War Interpretive
Center at Historic Blenheim, 3610
Old Lee Highway. Open Tue.-Sat. 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Free tours at 1 p.m.
703-591-0560.

THROUGH SUNDAY/FEB. 8, 2015
Dressing for the Occasion: An

Exhibition of Costumes and
Textiles Representing Fairfax
Personalities and Events.
Exhibition. Fairfax Museum & Visitor
Center, 10209 Main Stree, Fairfax.
Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 703-385-
8414.

THROUGH THURSDAY/OCT. 23
Drawing and Painting Lab. 1:30-

3:30 p.m. Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Rd, Alexandria.
Every Thursday of October, explore
drawing and painting techniques.
Students should bring a 9”x12”
watercolor pad, graphite pencils, fine
Sharpie or Pitt pen, a set of colored
pencils, a set of watercolors, brushes
#4 and #6 and a flat brush for
washes and blending. Admissions:
$74/person. Register at
www.fairfaxcountygov/parks/
greenspring using code 290 430 3501
or call 703-642-5173. For adults.

THROUGH SUNDAY/OCT.19
Earth and Fire Ceramics

Exhibition. Workhouse Arts Center,
9601 Ox Road, 22079 Lorton. An
exhibition featuring the works of 35
leading ceramic artists from the nine
nations: Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia and
Myanmar. http://workhousearts.org

THROUGH SUNDAY/OCT. 12
Edgar Allan Poe’s Nevermore.

Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.,
Sunday at 5 p.m. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Rd, Lorton. Take a
musical journey into the heart and
soul of Edgar Allan Poe, America’s
first truly visionary poet. Lyrics are
adapted from Poe’s writings.
Admissions: $15.
www.workhousearts.org. 703-584-
2900.

THROUGHT SATURDAY/OCT. 25
40 Years of Potomac Valley

Watercolorists Public Opening
Reception. 7-9 p.m. Workhouse
Arts Center, 9601 Ox Road, 22079
Lorton. This exhibit of 100
watercolor painting celebrates the 40
year anniversary of the Potomac
Valley Watercolorists. http://
workhousearts.org

THROUGH FRIDAY/NOV. 3
Adventures in Learning. 9:30 a.m.-

2:45 p.m. Lord of Life Lutheran
Church, 5114 Twinbrook Road,
Fairfax. This program is open to all
adults age 50 or better. Registrants
bring a bag lunch and stay for a full
day of classes/activities and
socializing, or pick and choose the
classes that interest them the most.
$30. www.scfbva.org or 703-323-
4788.

THROUGH FRIDAY/OCT. 31
Pumpkin Patch. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Messiah United Methodist Church,

6215 Rolling Road, Springfield.
Pumpkins are available from 10 a.m.
– 8 p.m. daily until Oct. 31, when the
patch closes at 6 p.m. 703-569-9862.

FRIDAY/OCT. 10
Ancestors 101: Library Edition. 1

p.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. FCPL’s
Virginia Room’s Elaine McHale shares
wealth of genealogical data available
on Ancestry, including census,
immigration, military, and vital
records. Adults. Free. 703-249-1520.

Late Night in the Virginia Room. 6-
11 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional
Library, 10360 North St., Fairfax.
Join fellow researchers and
genealogists for after-hours research
in the Virginia Room. Attendees must
be in the library before 6 p.m. and
may leave at any time. Adults.
Registration is required. 703-293-
6227.

Researching the History of Your
Fairfax County House. 6 p.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North St., Fairfax. Learn how
to research the history of your Fairfax
County home and property. Discover
more about the former owners of
your land. This class is offered during
“Late Night in the Virginia Room.”
Attendee must also register for “Late
Night in the Virginia Room” and must
be in the library before 6 p.m. Adults.
703-293-6227.

Introduction to Ancestry Library
Edition. 7:30 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North St.,
Fairfax. Come learn about the wealth
of genealogical data available on
Ancestry, including census,
immigration, military and vital
records. Attendee must also register
for “Late Night in the Virginia Room”
and must be in the library before 6
p.m. Adults. 703-293-6227.

Amici Vocal Ensemble – An
Evening of Opera Arias. 8 p.m.
Old Town Hall, 3999 University
Drive, Fairfax. The Amici Vocal
Ensemble is made up of Jeongseon
Choi (piano), Jennie Yeonjin Kim
(soprano), and James Jongsik Joo
(tenor). They present “An Evening of
Opera Arias,” which consists of love
songs and love duets from major
operas by Verdi, Puccini and Gounod.
For more information, visit
www.fairfaxarts.org or call 703-352-
ARTS.

Bonita Lestina Old Town Hall
Performance Series. 8 p.m. Old
Town Hall, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. Occurs 2nd and 4th Fridays
of the month, except during
government holidays. Will feature 12
performances by groups playing
music ranging from classical and
opera to Latin and jazz.
www.fairfaxarts.org.

Late Night in the Virginia Room. 6

- 11 p.m. The Virginia Room, City
of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Amateur
genealogists and local historians
are invited to a special “night
owl” research night. Participants
can do independent research or
attend classes and drop- in
sessions on topics that include
house and property history, on-
line genealogy, researching at the
National Archives and cemetery
research. Light refreshments will
be provided. Must arrive before 6
p.m. 703-324-8380.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/
OCT. 11 – 12
“Sweeney Todd – The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street.”
Saturday: 8 p.m. Sunday: 2 p.m.
George Mason University, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Award-
winning musical thriller about
revenge, murder and meat pies.

SATURDAY/OCT. 11
Fall Festival in Old Town

Historic Fairfax. 10209 Main St.,
Fairfax. What started out as a small
market for artisans has grown to a
festival with over 400 arts, crafts and
food vendors, children’s activities and
entertainment for all ages. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/about-us/special-
events/fall-festival.

Girl Scout Daisies. 10-11:30 a.m.
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Rd, Alexandria. Want to work
towards your Earth & Sky Journey?
Join us and complete activities that
satisfy the requirements. Admissions:
$10/child. Register at
www.fairfaxcountygov/parks/
greenspring using code 290 474 6601
or call 703-642-5173.

Girl Scout Juniors. 1-3 p.m. Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Rd, Alexandria. Want to work
towards your Flowers badge? Join us
and complete activities that satisfy
the requirements. Admissions: $12/
child. Register at
www.fairfaxcountygov/parks/
greenspring using code 290 474 4401
or call 703-642-5173.

Dog Adoption. 12 -3 p.m. Petco,
Greenbriar Towncenter, 13053 Lee
Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax.
Call 703-817-9444 or visit
www.hart90.org/

Burke History Day. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Burke Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Department, 9501 Old Burke Lake
Road, Burke. This year’s Burke
History Day will feature exhibits,
activities, presentations, and
children’s activities about the diverse
types of transportation that have
played a role in the settlement and
day-to-day life from pre-Colonial to
present time. Visitors will learn about
railroads and steam engines, bi-
planes and jet runways, buggies and
early automobiles, subways and canal
boats.

Genealogy Help Desk. 2 p.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Bring family
history stumpers to the experts.
Accomplished genealogists and
library staff will be on hand to assist.
Ask at the Virginia Room desk or call
703-293-6227, option 6. Adults,
Teens. 703-293-6227.

Art Exhibition Opening Reception.
8 p.m.-12 a.m. Epicure Cafe, 11104
Lee Highway, Fairfax. A new art
exhibition, “Fallen,” curated by The
Bunnyman Bridge Collective, brings
together eight local artists from
across the DMV. Exhibit will run
through Dec. 5. 703-789-6144.

SUNDAY/OCT.12
Taking Tea: Teatime Across the

Centuries. 2 p.m. Fairfax Museum,
10209 Main St, Fairfax. Tastings of
hot tea, scones, teacakes, and
shortbread will follow a presentation
on the history of tea. $8. 703-385-

Entertainment

Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

The Unicycle Lady entertains at
Clifton Day last year. This year’s
Clifton Day will be on Oct. 12.

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center
“Experience the Difference”

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

bb

To Advertise
Your Community

of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.
703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM
 Worship Service

10:30 AM

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

R
obin Wallin of Alexandria has been
training for this day at Cameron
Run Regional Park for three

months. She and sister-in-law Carolyn Wiser
of Baltimore used a seat-to-5K app on their
smartphones to prepare for the Oct. 4 race,
encouraging each other through Facebook
messaging.

But much more than for the exercise,
Wallin was here to support her friend of 17
years and fellow Alexandria City nurse
Robin Thompson. Thompson’s daughter
Ashley Renee Thompson died in a car crash
on June 10, 2003.

“Anybody who has a teenager who’s learn-
ing how to drive knows the anxiety of the
parent,” said Wallin. “And I certainly walked
through that with Robin too.”

Ashley was a sophomore at Lake
Braddock Secondary School: a strong stu-
dent, dedicated competitive gymnast and
licensed driver. One day she borrowed a
friend’s car to drive home from school, lost
control of the vehicle within a mile of her
house and slammed into a tree. She died
on impact.

CRASH INVESTIGATORS ruled out al-
cohol, speed, phone and other passengers
as contributing factors. Ashley was a skilled
driver, but her training and experience
hadn’t prepared her to regain control of an
unfamiliar vehicle.

Robin Thompson created an awareness,
training and advocacy organization in
honor of Ashley called The Art of Driving.
She’s spent the last decade on a mission to
elevate conversation that youth crashes are
both predictable and preventable.

That’s where the “Survive the 5” in the
race’s title comes in. It’s a reference to the

top five reasons for teen crashes and inju-
ries: Driver inexperience, driver distrac-
tions, excessive speed, not wearing a
seatbelt and alcohol and illegal drugs.

“It’s not a topic a lot of people want to
talk about,” said Thompson, buzzing around
her organization’s first annual 5K like a
master hostess. “Getting people to under-
stand just how serious a problem is, that it
is truly an epidemic. This is not a transpor-
tation issue; it’s a public health issue.”

Where previously the CDC had listed car
crashes as the leading killer of adolescents
aged 15-19 (between 3,000 and 4,000
deaths annually), that figure was updated
last month to show crashes are the single
leading cause of death and injury among
all youth.

Thompson had wanted to do a 5K for
years to help raise awareness of the issue
and increase the reach of The Art of
Driving’s program of awareness responsi-
bility training for teenage drivers and their
parents, and work with school groups and
civic organizations. Finally a year ago, Th-

ompson began attending 5Ks and simply
taking notes.

“I just started putting it together, piece
by piece,” Thompson said, “and I have an
awesome community behind me that be-
lieved in the cause. I think from the looks
of this morning, we did it.”

267 RUNNERS AND WALKERS of all
ages, shapes, sizes and dog breeds came out,
including a strong contingent of teachers
and students from George Mason Elemen-
tary School. “She took such a personal and
tragic thing in her life and turned it into a
positive,” said Laura Aristizabal of Fairfax.
“Her daughter is still living. How many lives
is Ashley going to touch through her mom?
It’s incredible.”

“If by keeping Ashley’s memory alive to-
day I just keep one child alive, then it’s all
worth it,” said Thompson. “That’s what this
is all about. Keeping our children safe.”

For more information about Ashley’s story
and The Art of Driving programs, visit
www.theartofdriving.org.

George Mason Elementary
School teachers past and
present came out to sup-
port the Survive the 5 5K:
(From left, top) Julie
Westcott of Alexandria,
Katie Rudolph of Arlington,
Laura Greeson of Fairfax,
Laura Aristizabal of Fairfax,
Leanne Dellibovi of Burke,
Elizabeth Wood of Alexan-
dria, Mary Lu Mahoney of
Arlington, Caroline
Doughtey of Arlington,
Meagan Carrick of Arling-
ton, and (bottom) Robin
Thompson.

Young, eager runners pushed to the front of the first annual Art of
Driving Survive the 5 5K on Oct. 4.

Pounding the Pavement
First annual 5K raises
awareness of teen
driving safety.

Community
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Falls Church AntiqueS
Best Kept Secret of The Metro Area!

Falls Church Antique Co.
250W. Broad St. Falls Church, Va • 703-2419642

Unique collection of antiques and collectibles,
including furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery,

sterling silver, paintings, prints and more!
Fun home and gift ideas!

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net
Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

Accountant
A small tax and financial services firm in 

Northern Virginia is seeking a permanent, 
part time tax preparer.  The ideal 

candidate must have a good 
understanding of individual tax 

preparation and work independently.  
Good people skills.  Five years 
experience/EA/CPA preferred. 

Competitive wage and very flexible hours.  
A good place to work.  Send resume to:  

HR, PO Box 2544, Springfield, VA 22152

Drivers: Home Nightly!
Fredericksburg Van Runs. 

CDL-A w/1yr Exp. Req.  
Estenson Logistics. 

Apply: www.goelc.com 1-866-336-9642

HUGE Yard/Bake Sale
3rd annual sale to benefit 
Lost Dog & Cat Rescue, 

October 11, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
2355 Bedfordshire Circle, Reston.
LARGE selection. No early birds, 

please. Student service hours available 
1:30-4 p.m., email cct17@verizon.net 
or lostdogjean@gmail.com for details.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein
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Lee Field Hockey Falls to
West Potomac

After a 4-1 start, the Lee field hockey team dropped its seventh
straight game on Oct. 6, falling to West Potomac, 4-0.

The Lancers opened the season by winning three of four at
their own “Under the Lights” tournament, finishing runner-up in
their bracket. Lee followed with a 4-0 win over Hayfield on Sept.
3, but as struggled since, including five one-goal losses.

Lee will travel to face Edison at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 10.

Lee Hires Wrestling,
Gymnastics Coaches

Robert E. Lee High School hired Daniel Malcolm as its new
wrestling coach, the school announced recently.

Malcolm is a resident of Prince George’s County, Md. He is origi-
nally from Brooklyn, N.Y., where he lettered in varsity football
and wrestling and then later played football at Bowie State Uni-
versity on a scholarship. Malcolm has been coaching wrestling
since 2006, both as an assistant and a head coach at Bladensburg
and Northwestern high schools.

Lee also hired Diana Edgell as a gymnastic coach. She is a 2003
graduate of West Springfield, where she participated in gymnas-
tics and competitive cheer. She has been coaching gymnastics
and cheer for the last 12 years at Robinson and West Potomac.

Football Schedule
Many of the area football teams are returning to action at 7:30

p.m. on Friday, Oct. 10, following a bye week.
The undefeated Robinson Rams (5-0) will host Madison for

homecoming. Fellow unbeaten South County (5-0) will host T.C.
Williams in a rematch of last season’s 6A North region first-round
playoff matchup.

Lake Braddock (4-1), which won back-to-back games after suf-
fering its lone loss to Robinson, will travel to face Woodson (2-
3), which has won two straight.

West Springfield (3-2) will host West Potomac. Lee (1-4) will
travel to face Annandale.

Fairfax High defeated Thomas Jefferson 41-28 last week (Oct.
2), improving to 2-3. The Rebels will host Langley at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, Oct. 10. Hayfield earned its second straight win last
week, beating Wakefield 37-10 on Oct. 2. The Hawks (2-3) will
host Yorktown.

Edison (1-4) will play on Saturday, traveling to face Herndon
at 2 p.m. on Oct. 11.

Vicki Baez
(12) and the
Lee field
hockey team
lost to West
Potomac, 4-0,
on Oct. 6.

Sports Roundups

Photo by Louise Krafft/The Connection

Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

C
hantilly field hockey coach Ralph
Chapman felt the Chargers outplayed
Robinson during the teams’ 2013 regu
lar-season meeting, but the Rams

pulled out a victory in strokes.
One year later, it was Robinson that came out on

the short end of the stick.
Chantilly forward Victoria Iturbe scored the game

winner with 37 seconds remaining on Tuesday, Oct.
7, as the Chargers pulled out a 1-0 victory over
Robinson on senior night at Chantilly High School.

The Chargers earned a penalty corner late in regu-
lation, and after forward Bryndie Ballam dribbled
through the Robinson defense, Iturbe found the back
of the cage, keeping Chantilly alive for one of the
top seeds in the Conference 5 tournament.

“It’s definitely a relief because if you don’t score in
[regulation] time, you go to overtime and overtime
is really tricky because it’s only [7-on-7],” Iturbe said,
“so it’s just a lot of relief to just be able to get the
game over with fast.”

Robinson head coach Lindsay Arnsmeyer, a former
Chantilly player and assistant coach under Chapman,
said her team played well before surrendering the
game’s lone goal in the final minute.

“I think [we] played very strong,” Arnsmeyer said.
“I think they caught us watching toward the end, so
that’s why they capitalized at the end.”

How frustrating is it to lose a game in that fash-
ion?

“Very frustrating,” Arnsmeyer said. “There were 37
seconds left in the game.”

Chapman had fun with his former pupil after the
game.

“I said, ‘Lindsay, this is payback from last year,’”
Chapman said. “She started laughing.”

The victory improved Chantilly’s record to 10-2,
including 2-1 in Conference 5. The Chargers have
games against Centreville and Herndon remaining,
with a chance to earn a top-two seed in the confer-
ence tournament.

“I’m proud of my girls,” Chapman said. “I’m a little
upset that they didn’t play their best, but they found
a way to win when they didn’t play their best. Hope-
fully, we’ll go back to playing our best.”

Robinson dropped to 11-3, including 1-3 in the
conference. The Rams defeated Centreville, and lost
to Westfield, Herndon and Chantilly. Robinson will
travel to face Oakton at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
Oct. 15.

“I think the competition is definitely stiffer in our
conference, but I think [during the] Westfield and
Herndon [games], we started off very slow,”
Arnsmeyer said. “Today, we played very strong. I
think [we] moved the ball very well [and] I think
[we] dominated for I would say 80 percent of the
game until the end.”

Rams’ Arnsmeyer comes up
short against former coach.

Strong Play Doesn’t Translate to
Victory for Robinson Field Hockey

Robinson’s Addie
Walsh, right, and
Chantilly’s Bryndie
Ballam battle for the
ball during Tuesday’s
game at Chantilly
High School.

Gwen Carsten (4)
and the Robinson
field hockey team
lost to Chantilly, 1-0,
on Oct. 7.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 5:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

Top Producer
www.AmandaScott.net

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-473-1803, 703-309-8948

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

www.HeritageHuntHomes.com

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

Alexandria Kingstowne $549,900
Beautiful 3-lvl brick TH, 3BR,3.5BA, Updtd Baths, new paint, Fin W/Out LL
w Fpl, Kit w gran & St St apps, Fam rm off Kit, MBR w vault ceilg, new win-
dows, 2 car Gar, close to schools, stores & Metro MOTIVATED SELLER

Gainesville Heritage Hunt 55+ ( 50+ ok) $599,900
Pristine 3 lvl ‘Yardley’ – water & mountain views! 3BR, 3.5 BA, HDWDS, Main
lvl MBR, Grmt Kit w islnd & Silestone,  Liv, Din, Brkfst, Fam, Scrnd porch,
Storage, wrp/ arnd Deck, 2 car Gar, HOA inc PH/Intnt/Cable/Trash & Fitness.

Burke Centre
$615,000

Long-time owners
have babied this
lovely home!
Nothing left to do
but move in.
Stunning rear
sunroom addition

overlooking park-like setting. So many improvements to
incl remodeled kitchen, baths, roof, windows, siding,
HVAC, HWH, carpet, paint & more.  Expansive eat-in
kitchen w/adjoining family room. Grand MBR suite
w/custom W/I closet. Gorgeous Hdwds. Fin Bsmt. Green
space galore. A “10.”

Ann Witherspoon, CRS
Associate Broker

703-503-1836
ann.witherspoon@LNF.com
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Life Member NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

BURKE
Longwood

Knolls
$624,900

Fall In Love
With A
Winner!

Fully renovated
Kitchen w/SS
Appliances &

Granite Counters – All Baths Renovated w/Granite Counters –
New HW Flooring Thruout – New Marble FP Surround & Hearth
+ Gorgeous New Mantle in Huge Rec Rm – OPEN LAYOUT –
Freshly painted – New HVAC Air Handler – Sited on Quiet Cul-
de-Sac in Sought after area – LIKE NEW – MUST SEE!

Fairfax/Kings
Park West
$685,000

Spacious
center-hall
Colonial with
quality fin-
ishes! Well-
designed addi-
tion creates

open floor plan. Kitchen is fully remodeled with a breakfast
room & opens to amazing family room w/cathedral ceilings.
UL has four large BRs + a den Master & hall bath have
been expanded, both w/dual sinks. Great finishes on LL
with legal egress. Close to schools, VRE & Metrobus.

Remington
$300,000
Historic
Victorian
Colonial

Beautiful home
in the historical
district! 4
bedrms, 4 baths,

huge oversized 2 car garage, remodeled eat-in kitchen w/
granite and SS, library on 1st level, tin roofed screened porch,
2 floor to ceiling bay windows, winding wood staircase, mir-
rored mantel surrounds, hardwood floors, and there is a sepa-
rate apartment unit above garage with separate entry and util-
ity meters! Call Steve Childress NOW!  703-981-3277

Centreville
$539,900

Fabulous Colonial
nestled on a richly
wooded lot on
quiet cul-de-sac
street. This beauty
features remod-
eled kitchen w/all
the bells & whis-

tles, Breakfast Rm offers space for huge table,1st floor FR w/brick
FP, Deck perfect for entertaining, MBR Bath remodeled w/his & her
sinks, ceramic shower & much more. Walk out LL Family Room.
Backs to wooded open common ground.

Call Sheila for appt. 703-503-1895

John & Jennifer Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

Burke $615,000
Classic Colonial

Spacious 5 BR, 3.5 BA with finished LL Rec Room.
Updated kitchen and baths with granite counters.
Hardwood floor in Foyer, Kitchen & Breakfast Rooms.

Clifton
$1,690,000
Castle Hill

Farm
Own a
piece of
Clifton his-
tory!  18+
acres with
c1840
farmhouse,

barn, horse pastures, and separate 1BR, 1 BA guest
house.  Some of the prettiest land in Clifton! So many
options including family compound, B & B, horse
property, or subdivision possible.

RE
DUC

ED

Jim Fox
703.503.1800
jim.fox@LNF.com

Clifton - $950,000
Gorgeous colonial on beautiful 5+ acres

Clifton - $699,00
Light, bright raised rambler on pristine 5.5 acres

Alexandria $375,000
Move in ready, just bring your boxes. Gorgeous Large Sunroom, Upgraded
Eat in Kitchen, New Hdwd Floors, New Carpet, Fresh Paint, Fenced Rear Yard,
Easy access to all major commuting routes and 2 Metro Stations.
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Alexandria  $939,900
Charming Belle Haven Old English style stone home set
amidst exquisite English gardens with views of the Potomac
River and National Harbor. Four bedrooms include a Lower
Level nanny or guest suite. Many updates.
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COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center

Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

A
s the air turns crisp and we
settle into fall, the time is
ideal for creating a cozy

setting, whether it’s elegant or rus-
tic or modern. Many people have
adapted part of their landscape as
an outdoor room.

“Outdoor porches whether
screened or just covered with a
roof are great fall spaces,” said
Susan Matus, a Potomac, Md.-
based architect. “One can cozy
them up with pillows and throws
and outdoor lights, such as deco-
rative twinkle lights or candles can

Fireplaces
Warm
Outdoor
Spaces

See Outdoor Room,  Page 7
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By John Byrd

N
eighbors help each other.
That’s what communities
have always been about.
Long-time Clifton resident

Bob Gallagher is rallying his friends and
peers to help his neighbor Elsa Armendaris.

Armendaris, a mother of seven, needs
funds to repair the badly deteriorated drive-
way to her home, which is also a local day
care center. To help out, Gallagher, who is
a principal at Sun Design Remodeling, has
organized a tour of three newly remodeled
Clifton homes, each the handiwork of a dif-
ferent remodeler.

“The homes are all pretty spectacular in
their own right,” Gallagher says. “We’ve
found that homeowners really enjoy see-
ing what their neighbors are doing. But this
is also about helping a local person in need;
that’s the sense of community which Clifton
has always exemplified.”

In addition to showcasing a home recently
renovated by Sun Design Remodeling, the
tour will feature recent work by Daniels
Design and Remodeling and Kohlmark
Group Architects and Builders, all active in
Clifton and environs for years.

Tim Reed of Tibbs Paving will be donat-
ing the labor, equipment and trucking
needed for the driveway re-paving.
Armendaris has also raised several thousand
dollars for the project.

ARMENDARIS’ STORY IS ONE of quiet
determination in pursuit of the American
Dream.

convenient to nearby Clifton Elementary,
parents would leave their children with
Armendaris before and after school. Many
of the children at the center were friends
with her own children

But when Clifton Elementary closed in
2010, the day care center lost more than
half its students. Not long after that, the
winding asphalt driveway leading to the
house began to seriously deteriorate.

Armendaris says that she and her children
with the help of a friendly neighbor have
been patching the drive for years. However,
it eventually become obvious that her own
fix-up efforts wouldn’t be enough.

Soon she began soliciting bids from pro-
fessional pavers, some of whom were sim-
ply working the neighborhood.

“I wasn’t sure what I really needed, or
who was reliable,” she recalls. “But what
really slowed the process was the cost.”

That’s when her friend, Christina
Gallagher, whose children had attended the
day care center, offered to ask her husband,
Bob, for ideas.

“I just thought there must be a way that
a community as old and close-knit as Clifton
could help one of its own,” said Bob
Gallagher, who grew up in Clifton where
his father practiced medicine. “My company
has learned a lot from doing our own home
tours, so a coalition of remodelers already
active in Clifton seems like a logical way to
reach out to the community.”

Clifton residents to
hold open-house tour
of newly remodeled
homes for the benefit
of local widow.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

See Neighbors,  Page 4

Details
Remodeler’s Charity Home Tour, Nov. 15, 10

a.m.-4 p.m. Visit
www.RemodelersCharityHomeTour.com or call
703-425-5588 for more.

A native of El Salvador, Armendaris lost
her husband, David, to leukemia six years
ago and, as the sole means of her family’s
support, decided to set up her home as a
day care center.

With its tree-shaded lot and sizable liv-

ing and family rooms, the house provided
a perfect setting. Among other features, the
two-level structure is off the main road,
down a winding driveway. A safe place for
kids.

Initially, the center did well. Since it was

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

A
s the first few weeks of fall unfold,
carrying with them the promise of
rich and vibrant colors, many local

residents are starting to plan their fall gar-
dens, both ornamental and edible. Pruning
and and overall garden cleanup will make
way for fall plants. In fact, this is the per-
fect time to clear away summer foliage and
plant, horticulture gurus said.

“Because the ground is still warm and air
is cool, there is less transplant shock for
plants when you take them out of the con-

tainer to plant them,” said Kelly Grimes of
Good Earth Garden Market in Potomac, Md.
“Now is a great time to put in a landscape.”

The first step is preparing the ground.
“You have to amend the soil; that is mixing
in compost and soil so the plants’ roots can
grab a hold of the soil with compost,” said
Grimes. “That really helps any planting.”

Katia Goffin of Katia Goffin Gardens in
McLean, Va., likens planning a garden to
putting together a puzzle. “Everything has
to [look] like it belongs,” she said. “It’s
about designing your bed line so it enhances
your property, versus ‘I stuck this in my gar-
den and doesn’t it look good?’”

Take a few minutes and actually plan out
your garden because no matter what you
decide to plant for fall, an aesthetically ap-
pealing garden starts with an effective strat-
egy. “It is getting a good plan together,”
Goffin said. “It is a question of scale and
putting it together right. You have to look
at your plot of land and decide where you
want plants to go and how you want it to
look.”

FOR DECORATIVE GARDENS and
yards, mums and pansies are among fall’s

Planning your autumn garden and yard.Planting for Fall

See Planting,  Page 8

Photo courtesy of Home Fronts News

LEFT: Granite surfaces, marble tile
wall covering, a coffered ceiling
are among the finishwork details
distinguishing the Layfield kitchen
by Sun Design Remodeling.
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THE TOUR
The tour has been conceived to provide a

close-up look at how Clifton residents live
today, and to profile several design trends
now being applied to local homes. It also
will reflect some of the community’s varied
demographics — which range from young
families to retirees retrofitting their house
to age-in-place.

MAKEOVER IN COLCHESTER HUNT
In Clifton’s Colchester Hunt section, Steve

and Maureen Landry are putting the finish-
ing touches on a forward-looking retrofit
executed by Tom Flach at Kohlmark Archi-
tects. The Craftsman-style architecture em-
braces an open floor plan which the Landrys
see as perfect for a host of regular social
pursuits such as book clubs and after-church
gatherings.

Referring to the house as “his last home,”
Steve Landry, 65, says he and his wife actu-
ally looked for a larger house “further out”
before deciding that improving what they
had was their best option.

“It was Tom Flach’s clever ideas that were
the deciding factor,” Maureen Landry said.
The plan included needs for the immediate
future, and also elements that might be
needed to age in place over extended time.

For instance, the former 400-square-foot
garage has been converted into a well-ap-
pointed master suite complete with 14-foot
cathedral ceiling, a full bath and an 8-foot
wall of windows focused on the garden and
two-tiered pond. While the couple’s initial
plan is to use the new space as a reading
room, Maureen Landry said that the suite
is a nod to an aging-in-place strategy that

calls for frequently used spaces to be on the
same floor.

“We’ve even got ideas and costs for an
elevator, should we need one,” she said.

Meanwhile, a new two car garage has
been added to the home’s front elevation.
The eye-catching period facade incorporates
“mesa red” windows, a new entrance por-
tico articulated in cedar truss beams and
French doors that open directly onto a front-
facing patio,

With the former powder room absorbed
into the new suite, and interior walls re-
moved, the architect developed the new
open floor plan.

The kitchen and dining zone is now
formed into a 600-square-foot family
kitchen that revolves around a two-tier food
preparation island and dining counter.
Mounted on a cherry wood base, the island
is surfaced in both walnut butcher block and
Vermont soapstone.

Adjacent to the kitchen/dining area, de-
lineated by a peninsular fireplace, the 300-
square-foot family room/sitting room pro-
vides ample space for an enlarged social
gathering. The 225-square-foot sunroom,
now mainstreamed into the home’s HVAC
system, is a gathering spot with a panoramic
view of the wooded surroundings.

KITCHEN SUITE IN ELEGANT
TRANSITIONAL STYLE

Not too far away in Clifton Heights, Rick
and Kelly Layfield are reveling in a new fam-
ily-friendly kitchen and outlier zones cus-
tom-designed for their active daily house-
hold needs by Jon Benson, lead designer at
Sun Design Remodeling.

“We have three children under age 12,”
Kelly said, “so we wanted a plan that would

make it easier for everyone to interact, and
that also offered sightlines from the kitchen
to the backyard where the kids play.”

That meant re-working a course of win-
dows on the rear elevation, making it easier
to access the outside from several directions
and introducing a floor plan more condu-
cive to free-flowing traffic.

The starting point, however, was the of-
fending two-tiered ceiling, a reminder of the
fact that the back half of the kitchen has a
separate roof unconnected to the structural
supports in the first half of the kitchen
which are busily engaged in holding up the
home’s second floor.

“Structurally, the existing plan is perfectly
logical,” Jon Benson said. “Aesthetically, it
was a strange effect ... one that Kelly
Layfield wanted to change.”

Benson proposed a coffered ceiling. The
end product unifies the room visually and
reintroduces the classical design elements
found in the home’s formal front rooms that
had been curiously missing in its kitchen.

The ceiling also set the tone for a much
more refined and elegant plan featuring
several of Benson’s original built-ins.

There is a new granite-surfaced island and
dining counter. While the kitchen also for-
merly provided a spot for family breakfasts,
Kelly Layfield said it mostly seemed space
restricted.

Benson created a larger exit door in the
middle-of the kitchen’s rear wall, allocat-
ing expanded corner space for a L-shaped
window bench which will provide built-in
seating for the breakfast table as well as
handy storage. There is also now a door
from the family room to the screened porch.

Benson added a grilling deck next to the
screened porch and just outside the new kitchen door. Rick Layfield, who is the

family’s grilling chef finds it a great place
to interact with friends and family while
pursuing a favored recipe.

FAMILY HOME ON HUNTING
HORSE DRIVE

Those who know their way around Hunt-
ing Horse Drive sometimes might wonder
what happened to the circa-1970s Colonial
style house that used to be perched up on
the overlook. Clearly, the sprawling manor
house there now is an entirely different
home, but how did it get there?

Owner and professional remodeler Ted
Daniels says the makeover was the result
of an inspired plan to create an environ-
ment that would work better for himself,
wife Gayle and their two children.

Purchasing the 4,400-square-foot produc-
tion house in 2000, Daniels initially thought
the house adequate for raising a family, and
focused on the serious business of renovat-
ing other people’s homes. Certainly, the five-
acre wood lot had everything to offer in the
way of a lovely bucolic setting.

But after living in the house for a while,
Daniels developed a growing list of possible
improvements, which prompted a decision

to add 2,000 square feet to the rear of the
house, and gut the entire first and second
floors almost down to the studs.

“For starters, I didn’t like the way the first
floor was configured,” Daniels says. “The
kitchen and family room were partitioned
in a way that inhibited traffic, and the inte-
rior was really dated. I wanted a quiet first
floor place where the kids could do their
homework. Also, there wasn’t enough stor-
age.” He also wanted better lines-of-sight.

Upstairs, the master bedroom was too
small. The sitting room, which offered the
best view, also became a kind of clutter-
prone foyer between the walk-in closet and
the master bath.

“It was as if we were living in someone
else’s house,” Daniels said. “I wanted a plan
that would really support a whole spectrum
of daily family requirements.”

With substantial new square footage now
extending out the rear of the existing struc-
ture, Daniels generously reconfigured floor
plans on the first and second level, concen-
trating on how his family would use the new
space.

The 396-square-foot kitchen segues eas-
ily into a rear-facing great room that fea-
tures floor-to-ceiling windows flanking a

Neighbors Helping Neighbors: Clifton Home Tour
From Page 3

Photos courtesy of Home Fronts News

Remodeler Ted Daniels added 2,000 square feet to his personal residence on Hunting Horse Drive and reconfigured the first
floor to include a comfortable family room adjacent to a large gourmet kitchen. Daniels had purchased the cherry wood
mantle years before he knew where he would use it.

central French door. The many original built-
ins include a food preparation island and
knee-high walnut cabinets which provide a
space divider between two primary activity
zones. The inside corner of the kitchen ac-
commodates a family dining nook.

The primary focal point of the family
room is a hand-carved cherry wood mantle
piece Daniels bought years ago, having no
idea when or where he would use it.

“It’s comforting to see an impulse buy
become a real focal point,” he said.

Upstairs, Daniels built a 715-square-foot
master bedroom suite that opens directly
to a sprawling balcony with views in three
directions.

“This is the spot where we can have some
privacy and still keep an eye on the kids,”
Gayle Daniels said. “It’s quite romantic.”

The luxury bathroom and large walk-in
closet are now sensibly positioned on either
side of the suite’s entrance foyer. The mas-
ter bath includes a soaking tub, a spacious
walk-in shower and a private closet for
Gayle’s vanity.

The formal living room and dining room
are on the right side of the first floor, segre-
gated by a fully-wired well-appointed room
the kids use for homework.

The fireplace hearth in the Layfield den was completely remade in the
plan executed by Sun Design Remodeling.

In Clifton’s Colchester Hunt section, architect Tom Flach
at Kohlmark Architects checks plans for Steve and
Maureen Landry’s Craftsman-style renovation, now
getting its finishing touches.

Details
Remodeler’s Charity Home

Tour, Nov. 15, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
www.RemodelersCharityHomeTour.com
or call 703-425-5588 for more.

The Layfield
kitchen re-

modeled by
Sun Design

Remodeling
includes

granite sur-
faces, marble

tile wall
coverings and

a coffered
ceiling.
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Address .................................... BR FB HB .... Postal City ...... Sold Price ... Type ......... Lot AC . PostalCode ...... Subdivision ........ Date Sold

1  11900 CUSTIS ACRES DR .......... 5 .. 5 .. 0 ........ CLIFTON ....... $1,380,000 .... Detached ..... 8.22 ........ 20124 ...... TOWERING OAKS ...... 08/01/14

2  9402 OLD RESERVE WAY .......... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ......... FAIRFAX ....... $1,345,000 .... Detached ..... 0.25 ........ 22031 ..... PICKETT’S RESERVE .... 08/25/14

3  5152 PLEASANT FOREST DR ..... 5 .. 4 .. 1 .... CENTREVILLE ... $1,165,000 .... Detached ..... 1.06 ........ 20120 ...... PLEASANT VALLEY ..... 08/28/14

4  6150 REZA CT ......................... 6 .. 5 .. 2 ..... SPRINGFIELD .... $1,100,000 .... Detached ..... 0.24 ........ 22152 ..... CARDINAL ESTATES .... 08/29/14

5  6297 CLIFTON RD .................... 4 .. 3 .. 2 ........ CLIFTON ....... $1,050,000 .... Detached ..... 5.00 ........ 20124 ...... CLIFTON DOWNS ...... 08/07/14

6  10107 WATERSIDE DR .............. 5 .. 4 .. 1 ......... BURKE ........ $1,050,000 .... Detached ..... 0.73 ........ 22015 .......... EDGEWATER ......... 08/22/14

7  9812 PORTSIDE DR .................. 4 .. 3 .. 1 ......... BURKE ........ $1,035,000 .... Detached ..... 0.94 ........ 22015 .......... EDGEWATER ......... 08/25/14

8  13749 BALMORAL GREENS AVE ... 4 .. 5 .. 1 ........ CLIFTON ....... $1,030,000 .... Detached ..... 1.20 ........ 20124 .... BALMORAL GREENS .... 08/29/14

9  4004 WOODBERRY MEADOW DR . 4 .. 4 .. 1 ......... FAIRFAX .......... $960,000 .... Detached ..... 0.17 ........ 22033 ... KENSINGTON MANOR .. 08/28/14

Copyright 2014 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of September 15, 2014.

Local REAL ESTATE
Top Sales in August, 2014

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

2  9402 Old Reserve Way,
Fairfax — $1,345,000

3  5152 Pleasant Forest Drive, Centreville —
$1,165,000

6  10107 Waterside Drive, Burke —
$1,050,000

5  6297 Clifton Road, Clifton —
$1,190,000

7  9812
Portside
Drive,
Burke —
$1,035,000

8  13749
Balmoral
Greens
Avenue,
Clifton —
$1,030,000
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create great ambiance.”
Local designers reveal their favorite ac-

cessories and ideas for outdoor rooms and
screened porches to help welcome the new
season with style.

An outdoor fireplace commands attention
and can offer a warm place for reading,
napping or chatting with friends, and makes
it comfortable to sit outside on a chilly
evening.

“I just built a stunning fireplace in a
screened-in porch that transformed the
space into a three-season room just in time
for fall,” said Robert Kalmin of Skill Con-
struction and Design, LLC in Fairfax, Va. “In-
door-outdoor rugs and seating in fall col-
ors make the space great for entertaining.”

When it comes to outdoor fireplaces, how-
ever, there are a few caveats: “If it is a
screened in porch, be careful of your venti-
lation. Whether you have a gas or wood-
burning fireplace you have to have noncom-
bustible material for the mantle and it needs
to back discharge for smoke,” said Kalmin.
He says such fireplaces can be added to an
existing space in one-to-two weeks.

Accessories in warm, vibrant colors can

From Page 2

Warming Outdoor
Rooms for Fall

help can transform an outdoor room from
summer to fall. “Adding some cozy throw
blankets to outdoor sofas allows you to stay
outside on chilly nights,” said Kerra Michele
Huerta of Apartment Envy. “Also, as it gets
darker and cooler earlier in the day, candles
are a perfect accessory, adding both warmth
and light.”

In fact, lighting can transform a screened
porch or outdoor room. “To a screened
porch, you can add a ceiling fan with a down
light and an up-light,” said Kalmin. “The
higher light can give you general lighting
and the lower lights can create ambient
lighting, and can be moved in different di-
rections for setting a mood. There is also a
mono-rail track system lighting, where you
can install different types of lights depend-
ing on the mood you want to create.”

Fall produce can also add a seasonal touch
to an outdoor room or screened porch, par-
ticularly on the mantle or around the
hearth. “You can add faux pumpkins, gourds
and berries,” said Brown.

Matus suggests a finishing touch: “An-
other option is to hang drapery to create
not only a more interior feeling but also
drapery can be used to shield from the wind
as a thermal barrier.”
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best flowering plants. “Mums need full sun-
light to open and come in obvious, bold fall
colors,” said Grimes. “Pansies will take part
sun, are a great color and will continue to
bloom through spring.”

Yarrow, asters, sedums, Lenten roses, and
coral bells are among the fall plants that
Jonathan Storvick, natural resource man-
ager at the Office of Sustainability at George
Mason University in Fairfax, Va., recom-
mends.

“Fall is a great time to plant larger-sized
perennials and container shrubs,” said
Storvick. “It also happens to be the time of
year when nurseries are trying to get rid of
a lot of their stock, so you can find some
great deals.”

For example, said Joel Cook of Merrifield
Garden Center, in Fairfax, Merrifield and
Gainesville, Va., “Burning bushes have beau-
tiful fall colors like orange and fire red. As
far as trees, maples like Japanese maples,
sugar maple or black gum maple have beau-
tiful colors.”

Another eye-catching option is the yellow
twig dogwood. Its “bright yellow branches

and twig color … are also fantastic for win-
ter,” said Mark White of GardenWise in Ar-
lington, Va. “This shrub develops in great
clumps and is a wonderful contrast against
any red twig. Oval-shaped green leaves turn
to orange-red in fall, followed by white fruit
tinged with green.”

Grasses, added Katia Goffin, are ideal for
fall and can be mixed with other foliage.
“You can put evergreens in your yard and
add some grasses. There are tons [of
grasses] that are flowering and look [good]
with evergreens.”

One plant that is often associated with
cooler weather is a holly tree, but Eric Shorb

of American Plant in Bethesda, Md., offers
a caveat.

“As we get closer to the end of November
and the beginning of December you want
to careful about planting such broadleaf
evergreens,” he said. “If they haven’t had
time to develop a sufficient enough root
system they can become susceptible to wind
burn because the roots will not be able to
absorb moisture.”

Instead, he recommends deciduous trees
and fine leaf evergreens. “A Leland Cyprus
or an Arborvitaes that don’t need as much
moisture will survive better as the weather
gets colder.”

Planting for Fall




