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Vienna Oktoberfest
Under Blue Skies

News, Page 3

Vienna
and Oakton

Vienna
and Oakton Burgermeister Greg Bernhard pledged to protect Vienna’s Oktoberfest as

he was sworn in. Burgermeistersohn Gregor, 5, cheered his father on.

Residents Receive Community
Enhancement Awards
News, Page 4

Seeing Red and Blue
News, Page 2
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Enhancement Awards
News, Page 4
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Q: What do you think are your
top three accomplishments in
office?

A: ❖ The Silver Line. I wasn’t alone,
but I’m very proud of my championship
of the Silver Line and the fact that it’s
up and running and succeeding. It took
19 years to sort of get people to
reimagine it and get it built. It was a
long, tough struggle.

❖ My environmental record: I got the
first comprehensive environmental plan
adopted in the history of the county. Out
of that grew lots of different things, one
was the cross-county trail.

❖ My work in IT. I’ve worked a lot with
our business community to promote high
tech. At the federal level, I’ve co-
authored the first major comprehensive
rewrite reform of how the federal gov-
ernment procures IT (FITARA). That
would’ve been an obscure topic for us,
except for the roll out of the health care
website, right?

Q: If you’re re-elected, what be
would your top three priorities?

A: ❖ I’m going to continue
to push my FITARA (Federal
Information Technology Ac-
quisition Reform Act) bill un-
til we succeed.

❖ I will work to make Con-
gress more functional. I’m
seeking out Republican part-
ners, working across the aisle.
Every bill I’ve introduced,
pretty much, I’ve always got a
Republican co-sponsor.

❖ As the chairman of the Sustainable En-
ergy and Environmental Caucus, I hope to
continue building on what I’ve done on the
environment.

Q: Give our readers three reasons
they should vote for you on elec-
tion day.

A: ❖ I get things done. I’m not somebody
who rests on promises. I’ve got a record.

❖ I’m a fighter for our region, our quality
of life and our economic interests.

❖ I have a vision for where I’d like to see
our country move: to stay competitive, to
reinvest in itself. We have to invest in edu-
cation, research and development and in-
frastructure. We’re giving up our future to
the competition. We’re now investing only
2.4 percent of our GDP in infrastructure. It
used to be 6 percent. In China today it’s 9

percent.

Q: How would you show
off northern Virginia to
an out-of-town friend?

A: The four new stations on
the Silver Line in Tysons. Or
the Mosaic District, to eat in
one of the restaurants there.
Or Reston, it’s such a vibrant
community with lots of good
restaurants there as well. I also

like taking people to our historic locations,
Mount Vernon, Gunston Hall or Civil War
battlefields.

Q: Tell us something you think
people would find surprising about
you.

A: I spent 20 years in the private sector
in IT, working for two companies. They were
both federal contractors in IT and defense
and life sciences, broad spectrum. It gave
me a great perspective when I look at con-
tracting issues.

Q: Who are some of your heroes?
A: ❖ Saint Thomas More, Chancellor of

England under Henry VIII, sacrificed his life
rather than give in to the idea that Henry
could break with Rome and become the
head of the Church of England. He’s a model

of great courage and principle.
❖ A Lutheran minister theologian

named Dietrich Bonhoeffer fought
against the Nazis in Germany and lost
his life in a Nazi prison because of his
involvement in the anti-Hitler move-
ment. He was one of the few voices of
courage in the church, Catholic or
Lutheran, in Germany. He saw the es-
tablishment collapse in front of this ir-
rational passion known as National So-
cialism and concluded we have to
match that passion with our own: How
passionately do you believe in what you
say you believe? It better be high if
you’re going to counter that.

❖ Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt and
Franklin Roosevelt are my three favor-
ite presidents, favorite political leaders.
They had incredible qualities of leader-
ship that got tested.

Q: How do you relax, off the
campaign trail?

A: When I had time, I used to do Civil
War tours with Ed Bearrs, who’s now
in his 90s. I love to read. And get to-
gether with friends for intimate dinners.
Once a year, I go up to my native New
England, visiting with my family in
Cape Cod.

— Tim Peterson

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

G
erry Connolly doesn’t have 20/
20 vision. His round wire-
framed spectacles and cropped
salt-and-pepper mustache have

long accessorized his look, whether sport-
ing a black pinstripe suit or a billowy navy
University of Virginia windbreaker (his
daughter Caitlin Rose is an alumna).

But when the Star-Texaco storage facility
at the Pickett Road tank farm started leak-
ing oil that seeped into groundwater near
his Mantua home, he could see with great
clarity something needed to be done.

“It was quite a drama,” said Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors chairman and
then-Braddock Supervisor Sharon Bulova.
Bulova got to know Connolly in his capac-
ity as president of the Mantua Citizens As-
sociation. “Gerry was magnificent in going
to bat for his community. He was a calm,
strong voice during that time.”

That was nearly two decades ago, before
Connolly’s career in public office began in
1995 when he was elected Providence Dis-
trict supervisor on the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors. In 1999 no one opposed him
for re-election and in 2003 he became chair-
man. He was re-elected in 2007, before
being elected to Congress the first time in
November 2008.

“He’s a pretty quick study of problems,”
said state Sen. Richard Saslaw (D-35). “He’s
a pretty bright guy, but the experience ac-
counts for a fair amount of that. There’s not

many problems he hasn’t seen.”
Friends and colleagues who’ve known and

worked with him over these years say it’s
his vision that drives his service-oriented
work. He can see a finish line and methodi-
cally goes about reaching it.

“Gerry’s not afraid to go out on a limb for
something that he thinks is right,” said Bill
Bouie, chairman of the Fairfax County Park
Authority Board and longtime friend of

News

Q&A with Gerry
Connolly

Seeing Red and Blue Colleagues say Gerry Connolly’s
vision central to productivity.

Bio
Candidate: Gerald E. Connolly
Political Party: Democrat
Current Position: Third term as 11th congres-

sional district representative. Currently serves on
the House Committees on Foreign Affairs and Over-
sight and Government Reform.

Born: March 30, 1950 in Boston, Mass.
Residence: Mantua
Spouse: Cathy
Children: Caitlin Rose, 23
Education: B.A. in Literature from Maryknoll

College. M.A. in Public Administration from
Harvard University

Previous Organizations: Served as chairman
of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (four
years), Providence District supervisor (nine years),
chairman of the Fairfax County Legislative Com-
mittee, vice-chair of the county’s Economic
Advisory Committee, chairman of the Board of the
Northern Virginia Transportation Commission
(NVTC), chairman of the Northern Virginia Re-
gional Commission (NVRC), member and chairman
of the Board of the Metropolitan Washington Coun-
cil of Governments (COG), chairman of the
regional Emergency Preparedness Taskforce,
Fairfax County representative and president on the
Board of the Virginia Association of Counties
(VaCo), a term as Mantua Citizens Association
(MCA) president and two terms as Fairfax County
Federation of Citizens Associations president.

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly meets with Diane Rice of Vienna and Brody
Rice, a third-grader at Thomas Jefferson Elementary, at Vienna’s
Oktoberfest on Saturday, Oct. 4.
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News
Vienna/Oakton Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or vienna@connectionnewspapers.com

A
 chilling wind late in the day scat-
tered many of the fairgoers at
Vienna’s 7th Annual Oktoberfest
on Saturday. But throughout

most of the sunny day, thousands of local
families stopped by the Oktoberfest grounds
along historic Church Street, listening to live
music, eating bratwurst and drinking beer
in the beer garden, browsing among the
tented booths along the route, and engag-
ing in kids’ activities.

Burgermeister Greg Bernhard opened the
celebration at 11 a.m., pledging to protect
the festival. Bernhard was accompanied by

the burgermeister assistant, Friderike “Ike”
Butler — now of Vienna — who translated
the welcome of “friendship and hospitality,”
or, as Butler summed it up, “gemütlickeit.”

For the second consecutive year, the
Vienna Business Association (VBA)
partnered with the Town of Vienna to pro-
duce a community festival that is family-
friendly and fun for children of every young
to not-so-young ages. Even the entertain-
ment was diverse.

The main stage featured a rocking “School
of Rock” band performing contemporary
sounds, the oompah-sounds of Sexton’s

German Band and the bluesy rock of Fat
Chance to close out the festival.

Over on the Town Green, which hosted
the children’s stage and free activities for
children, Rocknoceros opened the entertain-
ment at 11 a.m. Performances, from dance
to martial arts, continued on the Town
Green throughout the day.

There were quite a few dirndls and
lederhosen visible, too. Some of the wear-
ers came from Germany, others had been
stationed there. Maplewood Grill, Bazin’s
and Whole Foods offered brats, sides and
hot soft pretzels, and Pure Pasty sold a

wurst pasty.
The Vienna Business Association sold

hundreds of commemorative beer mugs and
the few remaining will be sold at Vienna
shops.

Local elected officials, from the Vienna
Town Council to Del. Mark Keam, State
Senator Chap Petersen and U.S. Congress-
man Gerry Connolly, greeted residents and
took part in the event.

Proceeds from Oktoberfest benefit
Vienna’s First Night celebration, an alcohol-
free alternative to traditional New Year’s Eve
celebrations. The family-friendly Church
Street New Year’s Eve event is free. Enter-
tainment and venues are supported by lo-
cal businesses.

— Donna Manz

Live entertainment, food and beer, children’s activities and streets of
vendors mark Church Street festival.

Sun, Blue Skies Kept Watch Over Vienna Oktoberfest

Sexton’s German band played traditional German music on the main
stage and children danced to the oompah beat.

Vienna’s Fat Chance closed out the 2014 Oktoberfest with blues and
classic rock.
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T
he Vienna Town Green rung out
with joyful sounds, from
children’s laughter to live pop

music, on Saturday, Sept. 27, as the Op-
timists of Greater Vienna hosted its 9th
Annual Family Fun Day and Fun Walk
for “Growing Hope.”

Every year, the Optimist Club of
Greater Vienna sponsors the four-hour
event to raise funds for the Optimists’
childhood cancer campaign, supporting
Growing Hope’s local efforts to provide
resources to children with cancer and
their families.

“No one should go through an experi-
ence like this without the support of the
community, friends and family,” said
Optimist, Pat Hackerson, whose Weichert
Realty colleague lost a daughter. “We
recognize the need for a cure for cancer,
especially for the children. This [finan-
cial support] is for the babies, and ba-

bies are our future. And most of us have
children and we can relate.”

Hackerson’s office has contributed more
than $4,500 to the Optimists’ childhood
cancer campaign over the past nine years.

Family-fun activities included a fun run,
bounce-house, dunk tank, local artists, face-
painting, live music, refreshments, raffle
drawings, and a live auction. Vienna resi-
dent Mark Keam, representing the 35th Dis-
trict in the Virginia House of Delegates,
volunteers 30 minutes in the dunk-tank
each year, and ball-throwers did a pretty
good job of dunking Keam on Saturday.

Donaldson’s Run performed a selection
of classic rock, songs like “Son of a Preacher
Man” and “Heat Wave.” It was enough to
draw bikers and walkers from the W & OD
trail and families walking down Church
Street.

The McKinley family was one such fam-
ily walking by. They heard the music and

dropped in for the bouncehouse and face-
painting. “This is a great event,” said
Biljana McKinley. “It made me happy to
live in Vienna.”

Local businesses donated food, raffle
and auction prizes to the Optimists.
Amphora, Foster’s Grille Vienna, Giant
Food, Costco, Manhattan Bagel, Dunkin
Donuts, Walgreen’s and Starbuck’s pro-
vided free refreshments. Again this year,
neither Donaldson’s Run nor Angela
McCall of Paint Me a Party took a fee for
their services.

Donations and raised funds stay in the
community. Seventy-five percent of the
Family Fun Day’s proceeds go directly to
Growing Hope. The remaining 25 per-
cent is donated to the childhood cancer
research program at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity & Medical Center.

For more information on the Optimist
Club of Greater Vienna or Growing Hope,
visit www.optimistclubofgreatervienna.org/
childcc2014

—Donna Manz

Live music, activities, food and fun raises
funds for families of children with cancer.

Family Fun Day for ‘Growing Hope’ Draws Big Turnout

Photo by Donna Manz/The Connection

Two-year-old Kristina McKinley
had her face painted by Angela
McCall of Paint Me a Party. McCall
volunteered her service.
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Residents Receive
Community
Enhancement Awards

On Sept. 22, the Vienna Town Council
presented Community Enhancement,
Beauty and Sustainability awards to four
sets of local residents.

News

Elizabeth Callsen of Court-
house Circle S.W. holds her

Community Enhancement
award certificate pre-

sented by Tara Ruszkowski
and Mayor Laurie DiRocco.

The DiFrancisco
family of Knoll
Street N.W.
receives its
award from (at
right) Tara
Ruszkowski and
Mayor Laurie
DiRocco.

The Favias of
Frederick
Street S.W.
with Tara
Ruszkowski
and Mayor
Laurie
DiRocco.

The Holden and
Zebrowski
family of
Marshall Road
S.W. receive a
certificate from
(on right) Tara
Ruszkowski
and Mayor
Laurie DiRocco.

The DiFrancisco
home on Knoll
Street was
honored for
sustainable
landscaping.

The Favia
house on
Frederick
Street was
recognized
for its land-
scaping.

The Holden
and Zebrowski
home on
Marshall Road
was honored
for its sustain-
able garden.

Recognized for
sustainable
landscaping
was the
Callsen house
on Courthouse
Circle.
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery

606060

Bulk
Mulch

$24.99 cu. yd.

FR
EE

 Fi
ll

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We have Citrus
Calamondin Orange

Meyer Lemon
Key Lime

Persian Lime

We Have
Pumpkins!

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,

Landscaping & so much more!

Get Your Fall Color
Pansies, Mums,
Cabbage, Kale

Get Your Fall Color
Pansies, Mums,
Cabbage, Kale

Get Your Fall Color
Pansies, Mums,
Cabbage, Kale

Get Your Fall Color
Pansies, Mums,
Cabbage, Kale

Get Your Fall Color
Pansies, Mums,
Cabbage, Kale

See Week,  Page 11

News

Town of Vienna police are reminding residents that
wild animals are not pets and shouldn’t be treated
as such. Vienna is home to numerous types of wild-
life that often wander into residential neighborhoods.
But with more contact between them and humans,
there’s a greater likelihood that wildlife will more
easily adapt to humans and lose their natural fear.

So the Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries provides the following tips to help prevent
a seemingly friendly encounter with wildlife from
turning into a dangerous situation:

1. If you are feeding wildlife, stop.
2. Don’t leave pet food outside; keep pet feeding-

areas clean.
3. Close all openings under and into buildings.

Animals look for places to den and raise their young
— don’t give them that opportunity.

4. Keep small pets inside or on a leash when out-
side; they may be viewed as prey.

5. Clear fallen fruit from around trees.
6. Wildlife may sometimes display symptoms not

considered normal behavior. They may include, but
are not limited to, stumbling, foaming at the mouth
or aggression towards humans or domestic animals.
In these circumstances, contact Vienna police at 703-
255-6366.

Warning to Residents: Wild Animals Are Not Pets

Vienna Mayor’s
Walking Group

Vienna residents are welcome to join Mayor Laurie
DiRocco’s walking group. It meets every Friday at
9:30 a.m. at the Town Hall, 127 Center St. S. The
walks are about 2.5 to 3 miles, with a different route
every Friday. The next walk is Oct 10.

Fire Station Open House
This Saturday, Oct. 11, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., the

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department will join fire sta-
tions across the region in their annual, fire- safety
open house. It’s to celebrate National Fire Preven-
tion Week and to share information about fire pre-
vention and safety. This year’s theme is “Smoke

Alarms Save Lives: Test Yours Every Month.” Vienna’s
fire station is at 400 Center St. S.W.

Vienna Farmers Market
The Vienna Farmers Market is held Saturdays, from

8 a.m.-noon, in the Faith Baptist Church parking lot
at 301 Center Street S. It will remain open during
the construction on Center Street. Customers may
access the market via Courthouse Road to Locust
Street or via Park Street to Cherry Street.

Oakton Farmers Market
The Oakton Farmers Market is held Saturdays, from

10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Unity of Fairfax Church, 2854

Week in Vienna
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Opinion

T
here is plenty to be fearful about.
Local outbreaks of whooping
cough, due to some parents opting
out of vaccines; whooping cough

can be deadly for infants. Enterovirus, an up-
per respiratory illness mostly affecting chil-
dren, which can become very serious very
quickly for some children. The spectre
of ebola killing thousands of people in
West Africa, and also possibly arriving
via any international airport.

But there are a few things you can do
to protect yourself and those around you from
likely the biggest infectious health threat in
your neighborhood, influenza.

The flu will kill thousands of people in the
United States this flu season, ranging from
October to May. Over 30 years, the average
number of deaths was more than 20,000 an-
nually according to the CDC, although the
number ranged from 3,000 to 48,000.

Flu vaccination is cheap, easy and effective.
Getting vaccinated was associated with a 71

percent reduction in flu-related hospitaliza-
tions among adults of all ages and a 77 per-
cent reduction among adults 50 years of age
and older during the 2011-2012 flu season.

Get a flu shot. Make sure everyone in your
family gets a flu shot. Most people with health
insurance can get the vaccination without pay-
ing anything for it. Getting vaccinated doesn’t
just protect you, it also protects the people
around you who might be more vulnerable,
including young children, people over 65, preg-
nant women, people with other health condi-
tions like being in cancer treatment or with

chronic upper respiratory problems.

Quoting the CDC:
“Influenza is a serious disease that

can lead to hospitalization and sometimes even
death. Every flu season is different, and influ-
enza infection can affect people differently.
Even healthy people can get very sick from the
flu and spread it to others. Over a period of 31
seasons between 1976 and 2007, estimates of
flu-associated deaths in the United States range
from a low of about 3,000 to a high of about
49,000 people. During a regular flu season,
about 90 percent of deaths occur in people 65
years and older. “Flu season” in the United

Ebola? Whooping Cough? Enterovirus?
Wash your hands,
get your flu shot.

More on Flu
and Flu Vaccines

Centers for Disease Control
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm
Fairfax County
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/flu/
Arlington
http://health.arlingtonva.us/flu/
Alexandria
http://alexandriava.gov/Flu
Montgomery County
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/resident/

flu.html

Editorial

States can begin as early as October and last
as late as May.

“During this time, flu viruses are circulating
at higher levels in the U.S. population. An an-
nual seasonal flu vaccine (either the flu shot
or the nasal spray flu vaccine) is the best way
to reduce the chances that you will get sea-
sonal flu and spread it to others. When more
people get vaccinated against the flu, less flu
can spread through that community.”

h t t p : / / w w w. c d c . g o v / f l u / p r o t e c t /
keyfacts.htm

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
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Vienna & Oakton

By Kerrie B. Wilson

Chief Executive Officer Cor-

nerstone

W
hy do you live where
you live today? Is it
convenience to work

or good schools?  Access to attrac-
tions? Does the housing cost fit
your budget?

For most people, finding the per-
fect home often comes down to a
family’s values and priorities for
the stage of life they are in, choos-
ing what’s most important if you
can’t get everything in one home.

Yet, for many families and indi-
viduals in Fairfax County, there are
only hard choices and tradeoffs
that no person would willingly
accept for their family. To afford a
2-bedroom apartment in our area
at fair market rate of $1,469 re-
quires an annual household in-
come of $56,480. For a minimum
wage worker that equates to 132
hours of work per week.  In Fairfax
County, nearly 1/5 of households
earn less than would be required
to pay that rent without some tem-
porary or ongoing support. Do you
move out miles and add hours and
cost to getting to your job? Do you
sacrifice housing safety or time
with your children to work two or
more jobs to pay the bills? The
stress on those with limited in-
comes or ability to earn a “hous-
ing wage” hurts everyone in com-
munity.

Recognizing this, the Fairfax

County Board of Su-
pervisors prioritized
“livable, caring and
affordable communi-
ties” that reflect the
options families
value. Despite the
headline goal, we
have not kept pace
with housing produc-
tion and preservation
needed to support af-
fordable living oppor-
tunities. Huge increases in con-
struction and land costs have out-
stripped growth in household in-
come, compounded by the reduc-
tion in government subsidies now
available to bridge those gaps.

At Cornerstones, we understand
the consequences for those who
fall into this affordability gap and
we are working on many levels to
address the challenge.

Consider, the Brown family who
entered the Embry Rucker shelter
with their children this summer.
Shaken by the reality of shelter liv-
ing, they are willing to make
changes. It won’t be an easy road.
Mr. Brown is unemployed and
never completed high school.  Mrs.
Brown is an administrative assis-
tant in a Reston-based business
earning $36,000. They have two
elementary age children who have
made friends and feel at home at
a local elementary school. The
Browns’ total household income
means they earn too much for
some benefits, but not enough to

support their family.
A short-term solution
is a transitional hous-
ing program that em-
phasizes educational
attainment and job
training for people
willing to work hard
to increase earning
potential in exchange
for time-limited rent
support.

Will the Browns’
make it? They have a lot going for
them, but will still join thousands
of other families in Fairfax County
who are on waiting lists for hous-
ing vouchers or other affordable
rental subsidies essential to surviv-
ing this chapter in their life.

Long-term, the only sustainable
solution requires a community in-
vestment.  Cornerstones has
worked in our community for
more than 40 years to preserve
affordable housing and give fami-
lies like the Browns realistic hous-
ing options.

This month—after a long jour-
ney aided by our supporters and
partners like Bozzuto, Wells Fargo,
Fairfax County, Virginia Develop-
ment Housing Authority, Freddie
Mac and the Greater Reston Cham-
ber of Commerce Best of Reston
partnership—Cornerstones will
purchase and assume sole owner-
ship responsibilities for The Apart-
ments at North Point in Reston’s
desirable North Point community.
Walkable to shopping, on the bus

line, and just miles from the Sil-
ver Line metro, these attractive,
accessible garden style apartments
are available at below market
rents—expanding the choice of liv-
ing and working in a community
rich with opportunities for service,
great schools, and access to open
space and recreational opportuni-
ties.

Who are these neighbors? North
Point residents include teachers,
government employees, retired
individuals and students, and for-
merly homeless families like the
Browns.  Annual household in-
come for our tenants range from
$15,000 to $70,000 per year.

The permanent subsidy required
for Cornerstones to guarantee
affordability can be as much as
$25,000 per unit per year, depend-
ing on the situation of the indi-
vidual tenant.  As tenant income
grows, so too will the amount paid
towards rent and the equity we re-
invest to keep homes affordable
for all.

 While the 100 units we own and
manage are part of the solution,
Fairfax County is still far short of
the overall number of homes
needed to support a healthy, thriv-
ing community; a minimum of
1,650 units are still needed just to
meet the goals established under
the 10-Year Plan to Prevent and
End Homelessness.

We are often asked to enumer-
ate the benefits of our work. Ev-

Home Values on the Rise

Kerrie Wilson

See Wilson,  Page 7
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ery dollar spent on affordable
housing production or subsidy
helps revitalize family incomes,
business bottom lines and govern-
ment revenues.  Housing recipi-
ents benefit from reduced risk of
homelessness, safer neighbor-
hoods, improved physical and
mental health and raising moti-
vated children who succeed at
school and in life. The most sig-
nificant short-term economic im-
pact from housing development is
on employment. Each job sup-
ported or created through afford-
able housing projects generates
another one or more at the local
level. Every $1 in rental income
generates over $2 in economic
activity for local economies. It all
adds up.

Cornerstones is proud to be part

From Page 6

Letters

Wilson
of this equation, working locally
to build thriving communities. At
the same time we will engage in
today’s important values conver-
sations, talking now with the
Fairfax County Economic Advisory
Commission as it creates a strate-
gic plan that recognizes the role
that housing and workforce devel-
opment play in economic develop-
ment (http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/success/).
We have joined the county’s Af-
fordable Housing Advisory Com-
mittee in calling for revenue bonds
for affordable housing (join the
conversation on Twitter
#FFXBonds4Home).

Home values are on the rise, in
North Point and Fairfax County.
Prioritize housing choice for your
neighbors; it’s a community value
we can live with.

To the Editor:
Thank you for your informative

editorial about the new Photo ID
requirement (“Does the Change in
Voter ID Laws Matter?” Connec-
tion, October 1-7, 2014) and the
opportunity for those who do not
have acceptable Photo IDs to ob-
tain free ones for voting purposes
from any general registrar’s office.

The Fairfax County Office of
Elections is not arranging trans-
portation for people to get to the
office, though some organizations
may be. The county is taking the
photo ID equipment out to librar-
ies, government centers, in-person
absentee voting sites, and other
locations to enable citizens to get
the IDs more easily. The schedules

of locations and times are on the
Office of Elections website.

People who apply for a Photo ID
too late to receive it in the mail
can ask for a temporary photo ID.
It will be accepted as a valid ID
for voting.  Registered voters go-
ing to the polls on election day
who do not have an eligible photo
ID can vote a provisional ballot
and then go to the Office of Elec-
tions by noon on the Friday after
election day, obtain a temporary
photo ID, and have their provi-
sional ballot counted.

Sidney Johnson
Voter Service Director

League of Women Voters
of the Fairfax Area

Meeting ID Requirements

Faith Notes are for announcements
and events in the faith community.
Send to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

The Antioch Christian
Church offers a time of Prayer and
Healing on Wednesday evenings at
6:30 p.m. for anyone wanting en-
couragement and healing through
prayers.  People are available to pray
with you or for you.  Antioch Chris-
tian Church is located at 1860
Beulah Road in Vienna.
www.antiochdoc.org

The Jewish Social Services
Agency (JSSA) offers a wide variety
of support groups for those with
emotional, social, and physical chal-
lenges. www.jssa.org/
growth-learning.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia
offers a variety of free bereavement
support groups, meeting on a weekly
basis. 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org.

McLean Bible Church Fitness
Class at Body & Soul Fitness.

Gain balance, energy and strength at
9:45 a.m. Mondays and Fridays. Free
childcare for registered students.
bodyandsoul@mcleanbible.org.

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
Church , 1830 Kirby Road in
McLean, holds a third Sunday ser-
vice every month at 10:15 a.m.
which allows children to play active
roles in the music and as greeters
and ushers. Traditional services are
every Sunday at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m.

Vienna Christian Healing
Rooms are open, every Saturday, 1-
5 p.m., at 8200 Bell Lane. A team of
Christians is available to anyone re-
questing prayer. Free and open to
the public. 703-698-9779 or
www.viennachristianhealingrooms.com.

Centering Prayer Group
meets Fridays, 9:30 a.m. at An-
drew Chapel United Methodist
Church, 1301 Trap Road, Vienna.
The hour includes a brief reading
related to Centering Prayer, followed
by a 20-minute prayer period. E-mail
Martha Thomas at
mmthomas211@hotmail.com or call
the church at 703-759-3509.

Faith Notes
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Send announcements to
north@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday for the following

week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged.

WEDNESDAYS THROUGH NOV. 12
Mommy & Me Art Escapes. 10:30-

11:15 a.m. ArtSpace Herndon, 750
Center Street, Herndon. Six-week
class. Mothers will have the chance
to “escape” into their own artwork
and create their own masterpiece at
one table while little ones are busy
diving into their own projects at their
table. $150 per session. To register
go to www.artspaceherndon.org.
703-956-6590.

THROUGH NOV. 13
Adventures in Learning. 10 a.m. on

Thursdays. Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. Seniors: come in
and learn during classes you can
attend on a variety of topics of
interest from health issues to world
affairs for all adults age 50 or older,
all taught by volunteer experts.
Tuition payment of $40 entitles you
to attend any of the classes you like
offered during the fall session. The
class schedule and registration form
will be available on: www.scov.org.
You may print the registration form
and mail it at any time during the
term with your payment.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 8
Cre8tive Art. 10 a.m.-Noon. Tysons

Corner Microsoft Store, 1961 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. The Cre8tive
series of workshops will introduce
attendees to different forms of art
using Windows 8.1. Learn how to
create art and modify images. Free.
Call the Shepherd’s Center of Oakton
Vienna (SCOV) office to register for
classes or for additional information,
703-281-0538.

The History of Great Falls
Historical Society. 7-9 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. A panel of the earliest
members and past presidents will tell
the story of the organization’s
founding, and all of the projects and
challenges it has undertaken over the
last 37 years to capture and preserve
the history of Great Falls.

Noam Pikelny & Stuart Duncan. 8
p.m. The Barns at Wolf Trap, 1645
Trap Road, Vienna. Banjo pioneer
and Punch Brother band member
Noam Pikelny teams up with the
Nashville Bluegrass Band’s, Stuart
Duncan, for an acoustic showcase.
Tickets: $25-$30. For more
information, visit www.wolftrap.org.

Pokemon League. 4:30– 6 p.m. Great
Falls Library 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Come play Pokemon with
your friends. School age 5 to 15.

Holiday Cards and Gift Tags with
Jennifer Ellefson. 7-9 p.m.
ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center St.,
Herndon. Put together four cards and
two tags. Learn basic design concepts
and craft techniques. $30 fee covers
supplies and two glasses of wine.
Registration is required with
payment in advance. Call 703-956-
6590 or go to
www.artpsaceherndon.org.

THURSDAY/OCT. 9
Loudon Wainwright III. 8 p.m. The

Barns at Wolf Trap, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. Classic blues concert from a
veteran musician. Tickets: $25-$30.
Visit www.wolftrap.org.

Great Falls Rotary Club Weekly
Speaker Series. 7:30– 8: 30 a.m.
River Bend Country Club, 375 Walker
Road Great Falls. Interested in
joining? Download the membership
form from our website.

Artists Meet for Coffee. 8:30 – 10

a.m. Feel free to drop in. Katie’s
Coffeehouse, Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Local artists meet for coffee.

Great Falls Writers Group. 11 a.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Support group for
writers.

Reading Buddies. 4:30 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Beginning readers and
teens practice reading together.

A Bailar. 7 p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Salsa, cha
cha, and more – Latin dance and
music for the whole family with
Cantare, Latin and American music.
All ages. Please sign up each child
and adult separately. 703-242-4020.

FRIDAY/OCT. 10
Playdate Café. 10 a.m. Great Falls

Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike Great
Falls. Toys and play space for
children; coffee and conversation for
grown-ups.

Drop-in Chess and Backgammon. 1
p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike Great Falls. All skill
levels are welcome.

2014 Sweet Home Virginia Gala.
6:30-9:30 p.m. Sheraton Tysons
Hotel, 8661 Leesburg Pike, Tysons
Corner. Approximately 600 business
leaders, philanthropists, and
community organizers will
participate in the gala, awards and
scholarships will also be presented.
$300. www.cfnova.org.

Simone Dinnerstein, Piano. 8 p.m.
The Barns at Wolf Trap, 1645 Trap
Road, Vienna.

Classical piano concert. Repertoire will
include works by Robert Schumann,
Johann Sebastian Bach, and Franz
Schubert.

Tickets: $40. For more information, visit
www.wolftrap.org.

Artists Meet for Coffee. 8:30– 10
a.m. Katie’s Coffeehouse,
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Local
artists meet for coffee. Feel free to
drop in.

Look at the Stars! 7:30 - 10:30 p.m.
Turner Farm Park, Springvale Road,
Great Falls. Observatory Open. Come
to the observatory park for Friday
Night viewings. For more information

visit http://www.analemma.org/.

SATURDAY/OCT. 11-SUNDAY/OCT. 12
Fine Arts Festival. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.
ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center
Street, Herndon. Showcases the
works of some of America’s top
artists and spectacular new emerging
artists. For more information call
703-956-6590 or visit
www.artpsaceherndon.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 11
Theatre IV’s “Bremen Town

Band.” 2 p.m. McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
McLean. $15/$10 MCC district
residents.

Fall Leaf Collecting and Art for
Kids. 9 a.m. Meadowlark Botanical
Gardens, 9750 Meadowlark Gardens
Court, Vienna. This children’s
program starts with a walk to collect
beautiful fall leaves and to discover
how leaves change color. Back at the
Visitor’s Center while sipping on
apple cider, the children will use
these leaves to create animal
artwork. The program fee is $5 per
child, and reservations are required.
Space is limited to 20 children.
Children younger than age 5 are
required to be accompanied by an
adult. Parents are welcome to join in
on the walk and assist with the
craft—regular garden admission
applies. For reservations, call 703-
255-3631 x103 or
jmaloney@nvrpa.org.

October Bulb Sale. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Vienna Farmers Market, Center
Street, Vienna. The Ayr Hill Garden
Club will host their annual Spring
bulb sale. This is the opportunity to
buy unique premium spring
blooming, fall planted, bulbs. Some
of the many specialty bulbs offered
include: four varieties of Alliums, the
“Pittsburgh” tulip and an “instant
garden” mix of bulbs. Sale proceeds
go to support the five public gardens
planted and maintained by Ayr Hill
Garden Club in Vienna.

“Bremen Town Band.” 2 p.m. The

Alden, 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
McLean. A menagerie of unlikely
friends, including a donkey, a dog, a
cat and a rooster, sets off in search of
musical stardom in the German town
of Bremen. The production is
appropriate for children age 4 and
older. Tickets are $15 for the general
public, $10 for MCC tax district
residents. For more information or to
purchase tickets online, visit:
www.aldentheatre.org or call 703-
790-0123.

2nd Annual Ellen’s Walk
Fundraiser. 9 a.m. Lake Anne
Elementary School, 11510 North
Shore Drive, Reston. The Walk is an
opportunity to honor the memory of
Ellen Reich, wife of Norm Reich and
friend to several OLLI members. Ellen
had a distinguished career in early
childhood education, both as a
teacher at Lake Anne and Hunters
Woods Elementary Schools in Reston.
Ellen passed away in December 2012,
after suffering for several years with
what was ultimately diagnosed as
Lewy Body Dementia (LBD). LBD is
an umbrella term for two related
diagnoses, referring to Parkinson’s
diseases dementia and dementia with
Lewy bodies.To register, visit http://
ellenswalk2014.eventbrite.com. A
donation of $35 for an individual and
$70 for a family is suggested. All
proceeds will go to the Lewy Body
Dementia Association (LBDA). If
you’d prefer to donate directly by
check, please send your check, made
payable to LBDA, to Allan Ratner
11421 Great Meadow Drive, Reston
VA. 20191. Donations may also be
made directly on LBDA’s website at:
www.lbda.org.

Newmeyer Flyer Tribute to the
Everly Brothers. 7:30 p.m. The
Barns at Wolf Trap, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. The Newmeyer Flyer
production company memorializes
the legendary Everly Brothers in
upcoming concert. Tickets: $25-$27.
For more information, visit
www.wolftrap.org.

McLean Volunteer Fire
Department Open House. 10
a.m. - 4 p.m. McLean Volunteer Fire
Department, 1455 Laughlin Avenue,
McLean. Live rescue demonstrations,
fire safety education, and other fun
activities for the whole family.

McLean Orchestra Season
Opening Concert: Russian
Flair. 8 p.m. Oakcrest School, 850
Balls Hill Road, McLean. A rich
program of Russian favorites such as
Tchaikovsky and more. Mclean-
orchestra.org/tickets.

Cars & Coffee. 7– 9 a.m. Katie’s Coffee
House. Located at 760 Walker Road
Great Falls. Gathering of antique,
custom and exotic cars.

Farmers Market. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 778
Walker Road, Great Falls. Bring
recyclable bags. For more
information visit
www.greatfallsfarmersmarket.org.

Awards and Artists Reception. 7-9
p.m. ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center
St., Herndon. The reception and
exhibit are free and open to the
public. 703-956-6590.
www.artspaceherndon.org.

SUNDAY/OCT. 12
TF Halloween Schooling Show. 9–

4 p.m. Turner Farm, 925 Springvale
Road, Great Falls. Free to spectators,
fees to participants to the horse
show: $10 office fee, and $15 per
class. For application and more
information, go to http://
www.turnerfarmevents.org/.

“Uncle” Gerry Dignan. 3 p.m. Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.,
SE, Vienna.

Music Together of Vienna brings a
concert for young children (birth–age
8) and their families. Birth-8 years
and families. Free. Toy donations will
be collected.

Benefit Concert. 3 p.m. Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer, 1545 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. Come and hear
the music of Lizabeth Flood, jazz
pianist and vocalist who performs
regularly in the metropolitan
Washington D.C. area. Gifts of Hope

is an alternative gift-giving program
that serves as an intermediary
between donors and organizations
serving individuals and families in
need. www.giftsofhopemetrodc.org.

MONDAY/OCT. 13
ArtsWeek Herndon Kids Day. 10

a.m., 11 a.m., 12 p.m., 3:30 p.m.
ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center St.,
Herndon. Robbie Schaefer, local
children’s entertainer who is part of
the noted band “Eddie from Ohio”
and Sirius XMKids Radio, headlines.
Includes free dance class, African
drumming sessions and Robbie
Schaefer’s interactive concert at 3:30
pm. Additional guests, games and
prizes are planned. Free and open to
the public. Call 703-956-6590 or go
to www.artpsaceherndon.org.

Read to the Dog. 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Great Falls Library
Meeting Room 2nd and 4th Mondays
of the Month. Call 703-757-8560 to
sign up.

TUESDAY/OCT. 14
Learn to Draw Cartoons. 4:30 p.m.

Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Learn to draw
cartoons with artist Bud Little. Ages 6
and up. Please register for this
program at 703-757-8560.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 15
Cre8tive Movies. 10 a.m.-Noon.

Tysons Corner Microsoft Store, 1961
Chain Bridge Road, McLean. The
Cre8tive series of workshops will
introduce attendees to different
forms of art using Windows 8.1. Edit,
add effects and sound to your own
movies. Free. Call the Shepherd’s
Center of Oakton Vienna (SCOV)
office to register for classes or for
additional information, 703-281-
0538.

Morning Book Group. 10:30 a.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike Great Falls. Call branch for title
of book to be discussed, 703-757-
8560.

Jaws. 1 p.m. McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
McLean. Midday movie screening at
the Alden Theater. Free.

Pokemon League. 4:30 – 6 p.m. Great
Falls Library. 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Meeting Room. Age 5 to
15. Come play Pokemon with your
friends.

An Article of Hope. ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon.
Local filmmaker Dan Cohen, director
and producer of the film will answer
questions afterwards. Free and open
to the public. Call 703-956-6590 or
go to www.artpsaceherndon.org.

Pokemon League. 4:30 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike
Great Falls. Come play Pokemon with
your friends. Ages 5-15.

THURSDAY/OCT. 16
Reading Buddies. 4:30 p.m. Great

Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike
Great Falls. Beginning readers and
teens practice reading together.

Black 47. 7 p.m. Jammin Java, 227
Maple Avenue E., Vienna. Black 47
play a uniquely Irish form of rock ‘n’
roll that touches on many social and
political issues, and yet is never less
than entertaining and riveting.
Purchase tickets at: http://
jamminjava.com/

Sam Amidon with Bill Frisell and
Shahzad Ismaily. 8 p.m. The Barns
at Wolf Trap, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. Folk artist Sam Amidon
performs with jazz guitarist Frisell,
bassist Ismaily, and rebel rock
guitarist Cy Dune. Tickets: $25-$27.
For more information, visit
www.wolftrap.org.

Evening Book Group. 7:30 p.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike Great Falls. Call branch for the
title of the book being discussed,
703-757-8560.

Book Sale. All day. Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton.
Wide selection in excellent condition

Calendar

From fabulous to creepy, children marched in the 2013
Halloween parade in Vienna. This year’s parade will be
on Wednesday, Oct. 29.
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News

See Transportation,  Page 10

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

W
hat You Need to Know about Trans-
portation in Five Minutes or Less”
was the working title of this year’s
Northern Virginia Transportation Al-

liance (NVTA) seminar and reception held on Sept.
30 at Capital One’s auditorium in McLean. With the
often confusing alphabet soup of Virginia’s transpor-
tation-related agencies, organizations, alliances,
boards, and commissions it was good that the NVTA
meant five minutes per speaker. No one could make
sense of the Commonwealth’s transportation current
state of affairs, its history, or plans for the future in
300 seconds.

Thankfully, the NVTA gathered the key players from
those various organizations and gave each five min-
utes to make a presentation in keeping with the
theme of their 10th Annual Seminar – “Regional Pri-
orities and Prioritization.” The speakers were all rec-
ognized authorities on the subject and stayed on
point with materials and comments that were acces-
sible to audience members less in-the-know on all of
the details of each agency and the projects they im-
pact, as well as the most subject-knowledgeable in
the audience. Bob Chase, president of the NVTA, in
his role as moderator, for the 10th time, made the
introductions, kept the speakers within their time
budgets, and directed the Q & A session following
the presentations.

According to the NVTA members, the seminar title
was carefully chosen. Chase made reference during
his opening remarks to a document published ear-
lier this year by the National Capital Region Trans-
portation Planning Board titled “Regional Transpor-

tation Priorities Plan” that “listed no actual priority
projects. I’m not sure how we get to solving prob-
lems if we have no priorities,” said Chase. “The good
news is that efforts are underway in Virginia to ad-
dress this deficiency.”

ANOTHER REASON why prioritization of projects
is critical and was a key focus of the seminar is the
passage of HB 2 by the Virginia Legislature earlier
this year and HB 599 which addresses prioritization
for projects funded through the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT). As a follow-up to the his-
toric bi-partisan passage of HB 2313 in 2013, which
provided significant state funds for transportation
for the first time in 27 years, HB 2, “Provides for the
development of a prioritization process for projects
funded by the Commonwealth Transportation Board
… that shall weigh factors such as congestion miti-
gation, economic development, accessibility, safety,
and environmental quality.” With real money on the
table with which to proceed, and a “wants and needs”
list for each locale that far outweighs the funds cur-
rently or foreseeably available, some scoring method
needs to be developed and implemented to ensure
that the state gets the best “bang for the transporta-
tion buck” from every project chosen. As speaker
Aubrey L. Layne, Jr., the Virginia secretary of trans-
portation said, “Accountability was missing from the
process.” By scoring each proposed project and
benchmarking it to the requirements of HB 2, Layne
noted that the selection process would be fairer and
more transparent. According to Layne, even projects
already underway and those that are exempt from
HB 2 should still be examined and scored.

Nick Donohue, Virginia deputy transportation sec-
retary, provided more detail on the HB 2 Process,
praising the “remarkable, unanimous, bi-partisan
vote” that led to the bill which took effect on July 1.
“The process will be developed over the next 12
months by the Commonwealth Transportation
Board,” said Donohue, and applied to “projects based
on the (planning document) VTrans 2040 needs as-
sessment toward the drafting of a six-year improve

The panel participates in the question and answer session after each gave a presenta-
tion to the attendees of the “What You Need to Know about Transportation in Five
Minutes or Less,” seminar. From left are Charlie Kilpatrick, commissioner VDOT; Nick
Donohue, Virginia deputy transportation secretary; Doug Allen, CEO VRE; Aubrey L.
Layne, Jr., Virginia secretary of transportation; Camelia Ravanbakht, interim executive
director, Hampton Roads Transportation Planning; Renee Hamilton, NoVa District
deputy administrator, VDOT; Hal Parrish, mayor, City of Manassas and Northern Vir-
ginia Transportation Authority board member; Richard Sarles, out-going CEO/general
manager, WMATA, and Helen Cuervo, NoVa District administrator, VDOT.

Focus on Transportation

Northern Virginia
Transportation Alliance
presents regional priorities
at 10th annual event.
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New Bridge Over
Potomac River?
From Page 9

Virginia Secretary of Transporta-
tion Aubrey L. Layne Jr. received
enthusiastic cheers when he
mentioned the need for “another
crossing of the Potomac.”
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ment program.” Donohue, as well as sev-
eral other speakers, also reminded the au-
dience that many of Northern Virginia’s
transportation plans had to also take into
account emergency evacuations from the
District. “It’s just one more of the realities
our region faces.”

While there was much discussion regard-
ing future transportation needs for a region
that has grown from two million people in
1970 to more than five million today — with
growth projections reaching almost seven
million by 2040 — a number of the speak-
ers addressed the status of recent projects
and those currently in progress, like Helen
Cuervo, Northern Virginia District admin-
istrator for VDOT. Cuervo reported on the
opening in August of three eastbound lanes
as part of the Route 50 widening project,
with the three westbound lanes on sched-
ule to open in spring of 2015. FY2014 saw
more than 670 lane miles paved in our re-
gion, with another 826 lane miles sched-
uled for paving in FY2015. Express Lanes
on 95 were also reported to be on schedule
for a late 2014/early 2015 opening, run-
ning from Edsall Road in Fairfax County for
27 miles to Garrisonville Road in Stafford
County. Cuervo also provided updates on
improvements for Route 7 and work on in-
terchanges along Route 28 and other highly
congested byways. The Express Lane project
and other projects noted by Cuervo that
extend well into Loudoun and Prince Will-
iam counties from Fairfax, Arlington and
Alexandria all served as prime examples of
the “regional” cooperation that the NVTA
believes essential to effectively address the
transportation woes of Northern Virginia.

Mayor Hal Parrish of the City of Manassas
represented the Northern Virginia Transpor-
tation Authority, the body created by the
General Assembly in 2002. Embracing the
counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun and
Prince William, and the cities of Alexandria,
Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas and
Manassas Park, the authority is responsible
for preparing a regional transportation plan
and has the power to implement transpor-
tation facilities in the plan, acquire land for
the provision of transportation facilities,
and contract to provide, or operate trans-
portation facilities. Parrish reported that the
authority has already approved 34 projects.
The first year of approved projects are val-
ued at $209,793,000.

He noted that 70 percent of available
funds would be utilized for regional projects
included in the TransAction 2040 Plan that
have been evaluated by VDOT for conges-
tion mitigation or emergency evacuation as
called for in HB 599, as well as mass transit
capital projects (30 percent would be des-
ignated as local funds and distributed to the
individual localities for their specific needs).
To receive full funding, the localities would
be required to enact the local Commercial
and Industrial Property Tax at $0.125 per
$100 valuation, or dedicate an equivalent

amount to the transportation fund. Other
speakers included outgoing WMATA CEO
and General Manager Richard Sarles, who
was awarded with applause from the crowd
when he spoke of Metro’s “Eight Car Train
Initiative” to add to the current train length
and increase ridership significantly. CEO
Doug Allen outlined the plans for Virginia
Railway Express’s growth, particularly along
395, 95, and I-66.

SPEAKING OF I-66, no discussion of
transportation in Northern Virginia could
be complete without someone addressing
the problems on the highway that many
consider the most congested in the entire
region.
Charlie Kilpatrick, commissioner of VDOT,
presented “I-66: What’s the Fix and When?”
Although the plans do seem to take aim at
the goal to “improve multimodal mobility
along the I-66 corridor by providing diverse
travel choices and to enhance transporta-
tion safety and reliability,” most of the pro-
posed works from the Beltway to
Haymarket will still be a long time coming.
Kilpatrick described the vision of I-66 with
two express HOV-3 lanes, three non-tolled
general lanes, ramp-to-ramp connections
and a Rapid Bus Service with direct access
opportunities from Park-and-Ride lots to
Express Lanes. But even with much plan-
ning and preparation already underway, no
construction on this project seems likely
before 2017 at the earliest.

The Northern Virginia Transportation Al-
liance (NVTA) is a private sector organiza-
tion focused on collaboratively developing
ways to make better transportation a real-
ity for the region’s citizens and businesses.
It leads a coalition of more than 20 major
Northern Virginia business organizations,
aimed at supporting transportation invest-
ments of the greatest regional significance.
The presentation materials of the seminar’s
speakers are available on the website
www.nvta.org, which also contains informa-
tion on all aspects of transportation in the
region and links to related sites for further
information.
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From Page 5

Hunter Mill Road in Oakton.

Police, Fire
Games Help
Needed

The 2015 World Police and Fire
Games will need upwards of 3,000
people to take on a wide variety
of roles across the National Capi-
tal Region. These include welcom-
ing visitors, transporting athletes,
joining the medical team, assist-
ing sports coordinators, helping

out behind the scenes on the tech-
nology team. For more informa-
tion or to volunteer, go to http://
fairfax2015.com/volunteer.

Want to Join
Vienna Police?

The Town of Vienna Police De-
partment is looking for people in-
terested in becoming police offic-
ers here. The salary and benefits
are competitive with other areas.
For application information, call
703-255-6350 or visit:

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/
Vienna/default.cfm.

Week in Vienna

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 8
Carfit Safety Evaluation. 9 a.m. – 2

p.m. Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department, 400 Center Street
South, Vienna. Carfit experts can
determine if your car fits you
properly for maximum safety and
suggest improvements. Mature
drivers in general are safe drivers,
but in case of accident they can have
more chance of injury if their car is
not individually fit to their needs.
Learn how to best position yourself
to maximize safety when driving your
vehicle. Free. Call 703-255-6360 to
register and for more information.

THURSDAY/OCT. 9
Candidate Meet and Greet Forum.

7 – 9 p.m. McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
McLean. Come and meet your
candidates for the 8th and 10th
Congressional Districts in an informal
setting. Learn their views on
important issues and interact one-on-
one with them. The current
congressmen for these districts are
Jim Moran (8th) and Frank Wolf
(10th).

SATURDAY/OCT. 11
State Historical Marker Unveiling.

10 a.m. 1228 Hunter Mill Road,
Vienna. Public ceremony to unveil
the new “Fields of Fire” marker,
which highlights activities of the
Union Army’s XII Corps

during the Civil War and a heat wave in
the region that afflicted marching
soldiers and made a tinderbox of
county fields and woods.

TUESDAY/OCT. 14
Chapter 1116 Vienna- Oakton of

NARFE(National Association of
Active and Retired Federal
Employees) Meeting. 1:30 p.m.
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry Street, Vienna. The speaker
will be Gayle Nelson, Blue Cross and
Blue Shield. Nelson will give updates
for the coming year’s choice for
federal employees. Meeting is open
to all members and their guests. Free.

Congressional Candidate Meet
and Greet. 7-9 p.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Meet candidates for
congressional districts 8 and 10.
Sponsored by AARP Virginia, AAUW
McLean Branch, the Coalition of
Asian Pacific Americans of Virginia
(CAPAVA), League of Women Voters
Fairfax Area, and the McLean
Citizens Association.

Book Sale Set Up. All day. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place,

Oakton. Used book sale. Wide
selection for all ages in excellent
condition.

Computer one-on-one. Noon.
Oakton Library 10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. Internet basics, email,
Microsoft Word and Powerpoint.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 15
ESL Conversation Group. 2 p.m.

Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Practice English in
this casual conversation group.

THURSDAY/OCT. 16
Great Falls Rotary Club Weekly

Speaker Series. 7:30– 8:30 a.m.
River Bend Country Club, 375 Walker
Road Great Falls. Interested in
joining? Download the membership
form from http://
www.rotarygreatfalls.org/.

SATURDAY/OCT. 18
Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Weichert

Realtors, 1760 Reston Parkway,
Reston. Clean our your unwanted
household items. A donation of $25
per space to Habitat for Humanity is
all you need to reserve your space.
Cash from all the items you sell is
yours. 703-264-0000.

Financial Fitness. 12 p.m. Old
Firehouse Teen Center, 1440 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. Lecture series
for ages 55+. $7/$5 MCC district
residents.

MONDAY/OCT. 20
Vienna/Oakton Vision Impaired

(VIP) Resource Group Meeting.
10:15 a.m. – Noon. Patrick Henry
Library, 101 Maple Avenue, Vienna.
The guest speaker is Duveen Winter,
who will demonstrate the newly
released “E-Bot,” as well as the new
24" Clearview CCTV/digital
magnifier with speech. If you need a
ride, please call The Shepherd Center
(3 day advanced notice is required)
at 703-281-0538. For other VIP
related inquiries, please contact
Chato Carter at 703-938-1533.

English Conversation. 10:30 a.m.
Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. English practice for
non-native speakers. Adults.

Computer One-on-One. Noon.
Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. Internet basics, email,
Microsoft Word and PowerPoint.
Adults.

Spanish Conversation Group. 1
p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Practice Spanish as a foreign
language in this causal conversation
group.

Bulletin Board
To have community events listed in the Connection, send to

north@connectionnewspapers.com. The deadline for submissions is the Friday prior
to publication.
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Sports
Vienna/Oakton Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

M
cLean coaches scrapped
their offensive game plan
after falling behind early in
their Oct. 2 contest against

Herndon, relying almost exclusively on the
right arm of senior quarterback Brian Maffei
to bring the Highlanders back.

Maffei completed short passes. He con-
nected with receivers down the field. He
threw four touchdown passes, including
three to receiver Patrick Dolan.

At the end of the night, the McLean foot-
ball team fell short against Herndon, 51-35
at McLean High School. Maffei’s perfor-
mance, however, was worthy of a place in
the VHSL record book.

Maffei completed 42 of 71 passes for 415
yards, with four touchdowns and two in-
terceptions. His 42 completions would set
a single-game state record, according to the
Virginia High School League Book of
Records. The previous best total of 39 was
shared by West Potomac’s Cole Walter
(2008) and Falls Church’s Adam Daly
(2013).

Maffei said he realized he set a state
record the following morning, when a
teammate’s mother posted the news on so-
cial media.

“I’m not going to lie, it felt pretty good
knowing I set a new state record,” Maffei
said, “but I was still pretty upset because of
the loss.”

Maffei, a first-year starter for the High-

landers, missed the previous three games
with an ankle injury he suffered during
McLean’s season-opening victory over
Washington-Lee on Sept. 5. The Highland-
ers went 2-1 in his absence, including wins
over Marshall and South Lakes, with re-
ceiver CJ Downey filling in at quarterback.

Maffei’s 27-yard touchdown pass to
Downey cut the Herndon lead to 44-35 with

3:27 remaining in the fourth quarter, but
the Highlanders would get no closer.

“It was a very big help getting our quar-
terback back in,” Blair said. “The Downey
kid, he played very well coming off the
bench not having any game experience at
the quarterback spot. … [Maffei has] a very
good command of the offense. … It’s been
four weeks since he’s seen action and he’s
knocking some rust off too [and] … he [led
the offense to] 35 points.”

Maffei’s first touchdown pass was a 3-yard
toss to Dolan with 2:46 remaining in the
second quarter, cutting the Herndon lead
to 17-9. Maffei’s 19-yard touchdown pass
to Dolan with 25 seconds left in the first
half made the score 24-15.

Maffei’s third touchdown pass to Dolan,
this one a 15-yarder, came with 10:20 re-
maining in the fourth quarter, cutting the
McLean deficit to 38-29. McLean’s final
points of the evening came courtesy of a
27-yard touchdown pass from Maffei to
Downey with 3:27 left.

“We obviously had a lot of success offen-
sively,” Maffei said. “We missed a couple
opportunities and we wished we had a
couple plays back. … I missed some of my
throws. I could have easily had six or seven
more [completions]. … There is always
room for improvement.”

With the loss, McLean dropped to 3-2. The
Highlanders will travel to face Stone Bridge
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 10.

McLean QB Maffei Sets State Record for Completions
Senior signal caller
completes 42 passes
in loss to Herndon.

McLean quarterback Brian Maffei completed a state-record 42 passes
during a 51-35 loss to Herndon on Oct. 2.
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T
he Flint Hill football team
dropped to 1-4 with a 24-21
loss to Bishop Ireton on Oct. 3,

but it wasn’t for a lack of effort from run-
ning back Cameron Vaughn.

The senior carried 25 times for 208
yards and two touchdowns against the
Cardinals, and caught one pass for five
yards.

Vaughn’s 24-yard touchdown run gave
the Huskies a 7-3 lead with 11:47 re-

maining in the second quarter. After
Bishop Ireton regained the lead, Vaughn
broke loose for an 82-yard touchdown
run, giving Flint Hill a 14-10 advantage.

Vaughn was the lead of a Husky offense
that totaled 359 yards, including 283 on
the ground.

Flint Hill has dropped four straight af-
ter winning its season opener against
Paul VI. The Huskies will host St. James
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 11.

P
laying physical football on defense
and a balanced offensive attack has
allowed the Vienna 100-pound

American Broncos to amass a 4-0 record.
Vienna beat Dulles South 40-12 and Gum
Springs 30-0 in the last two highly-antici-
pated matchups.

Quarterback Colin O’Connor is 9 for 17
on the season, including an 80-yard touch-
down pass to David Wallis against Dulles
South. Jared Cole has rushed for 326 yards,
including 104 yards and three touchdowns
against Gum Springs. Michael Indelicarto
has added 162 rushing yards for the sea-
son. The offensive line is anchored by Jack

Taylor at center, with Tanner Hughes,
Marvin Coon, Jack Gurley, and Michael
McMahon controlling the line of scrimmage.

The defense has been continually send-
ing 11 men to the ball in a bad mood. Joey
Murray, Justin Duenkel, and Ryan Moses all
registered sacks against Gum Springs.
Jacobs Oliver, David Hibbs, and Collin
Gardner pounded the quick Gum Springs
attack. Shutdown corners Michael Leone (1
sack) and Indelicarto did not allow a pass
of more than 7 yards to the outside, pre-
serving the shutout. The Vienna Broncos are
composed of players from Vienna, Great
Falls, Reston, Burke and Chantilly.

Vienna Broncos running back Jared Cole reaches for the end zone.

Vienna Broncos Start the Season 4-0
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Flint Hill running back Cameron Vaughn rushed for 208 yards and
two touchdowns against Bishop Ireton on Oct. 3.
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Flint Hill’s Vaughn Rushes for 208 Yards in Loss
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
 5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 10:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran, Assoc. Rector

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

News

By Reena Singh

The Connection

L
ike most McLean Citizen Association board
members, President Sally Horn is con-
cerned how new Tysons businesses will af-
fect McLean.

Members debated two Tysons rezoning resolutions
on their contribution to the urban center — stating
their hope that the money would be kept in Tysons.

“If they give this money, where are they going to
put these parks?” asked Horn. “Are they going to
Vienna? McLean?”

Much of the discussion — and amendments —
came from an application from Tysons Westpark L.C.
to use the former Westpark Hotel site at 8401
Westpark Drive for two residential buildings, a one-
story accessory building and a 300 unit hotel.

The company’s proffer — a required contribution
to the community — was to create an athletic field
off of Gallows Road if they entered into an agree-
ment with another company or $2.2 million by June
30, 2015. Another proffer was to contribute $2.2
million for a new community library to be built by
the site.

However, if the company chose to give the $2.2
million rather than use it for the field, board mem-
ber Mark Zetts said the Board of Supervisors will
make the decision on how to use the money.

Two of Horn’s three proposals on the resolution
passed — to state that MCA does not object to the
resolution rather than supports it and to urge that
the county place the athletic fields in Tysons and not
elsewhere.

“I want all 20 fields in Tysons, period,” said Zetts.
“We can talk about fields elsewhere after the 20.”

He said there is a tremendous pressure to put rec-
reation areas in Tysons Corner to give its new citi-
zens a place to play sports close to their homes and
new schools rather than come to McLean.

Although height flexibility is allowed if 20 percent
of the units were contributed to workforce housing,
many were worried it would set a precedence if the
resolution passed.

“I am really disturbed that the height is violating
the height restriction,” said board member Katherine
Probst.

She said she would rather the MCA be told before-
hand about any major zoning restrictions before the
resolution was placed before the Board of Directors
to vote on.

The resolution passed 21 to nine with three ab-
stentions.

THE RESOLUTION REZONES Amherst Property’s
six-story office building on Jones Branch Drive into
a residential building with ground floor retail also
passed.

The proffer on the resolution included a monetary
proffer for an athletic field equal to $1.81 per ground
floor area by June 30, 2013 or $2.38 per square foot
when the first occupancy permit is issued as well as
a 10-year space for the Fairfax County Fire Marshal
office in an adjacent building.

“This is a 10 year holiday for the fire marshal,”
said Bill Denk. “If we’re going to have a bunch of
proffered space, it’s eventually going to be an obli-
gation for the county.”

The location is 1/2 a mile from two Metro stations,
but a block away from a bus station.

“Long term, this whole area will redevelop,” said
Zetts.

The resolution passed unanimously with one ab-
stention, but there was a motion to reopen the reso-
lution to negotiate where the athletic field would be
placed after the discussion with the Tysons Westpark
L.C. resolution. The motion failed.

“Tysons is a very complicated issue,” Horn told
the board members. “If you’re interested about
learning about more, please go to [planning and
zoning] meetings.”

Tysons Rezoning
Consternation
MCA debates details of
proffer agreements for
two businesses.

Photo by Reena Singh/ Connection Newspapers

The vacant Westpark Hotel at the Route 7
and Westpark Drive intersection was
debated at McLean Citizens Association’s
meeting Oct. 1.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
FOR $99

731-A Walker Road
Great Falls • Virginia • 22066

973.656.3469

Email or call Tina Pecca for more details
TPecca@weichertrealtors.net

GET ENROLLED FOR
REAL ESTATE CLASSES

STARTING OCTOBER 13TH, 2014
IN THE WEICHERT, GREAT FALLS OFFICE.

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE

PROPOSAL TO CLEANUP AT UNDERGROUND STORAGE 
TANK SITE

There has been a release from an underground storage tank 
system at:

Former Exxon
9901 Georgetown Pike
Great Falls, Virginia 22066 

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is requiring 
Fairfax Petroleum Realty, LLC to develop a Corrective Action 
Plan Addendum (CAPA) to address cleanup of methyl tertiary 
butyl ether (MTBE) in groundwater at the site. If you have 
questions regarding the cleanup, please contact:

Kleinfelder 
1340 Charwood Road, Suite I 
Hanover, Maryland 21076  
(443) 925-6048

Attention: Mark Steele

The CAPA was submitted to the Northern Regional Office of 
the DEQ on October 2, 2014. If you would like to review or dis-
cuss the CAPA with the staff of the DEQ, please feel free to 
contact Alex Wardle (Alexander.Wardle@deq.virginia.gov) at 
(703) 583-3822. The DEQ Northern Regional Office will con-
sider written comments regarding the CAPA until December 5, 
2014 and may decide to hold a public meeting if there is signifi-
cant public interest. Hard copy of the CAPA will be available at 
the Great Falls Library. Written comments should be sent to 
the DEQ at the address listed below.  DEQ requests that all 
written comments reference the tracking number for this case; 
PC# 2010-3028.

Department of Environmental Quality 
Storage Tank Program 
13901 Crown Court 
Woodbridge, Virginia 22193

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Falls Church AntiqueS
Best Kept Secret of The Metro Area!

Falls Church Antique Co.
250W. Broad St. Falls Church, Va • 703-2419642

Unique collection of antiques and collectibles,
including furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery,

sterling silver, paintings, prints and more!
Fun home and gift ideas!

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE

Native Foods California, LLC 
trading as Native Foods Cafe, 

1216 W. Broad St. Falls 
Church, VA 22046. The above 

establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 

and Beer on Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-

ic beverages. Daniel Dolan, 
CEO NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license must 
be submitted to ABC no later 
that 30 days from the publish-

ing date of the first of two 
required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be 
registered at 

www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

EmploymentEmployment

AUTO DETAILING
Auto Detailers, Car Washers & Managers

Diamond Detail is expanding into the
Alexandria, VA Area Must have a valid
driver's license, clean background and
positive attitude To apply online or for

more information visit our website
WWW.DiamondDetail.com Or call our

employment line at 410-983-1008.

HUGE Yard/Bake Sale
3rd annual sale to benefit 
Lost Dog & Cat Rescue, 

October 11, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
2355 Bedfordshire Circle, Reston.
LARGE selection. No early birds, 

please. Student service hours available 
1:30-4 p.m., email cct17@verizon.net 
or lostdogjean@gmail.com for details.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

This column completes the three-week
arc which describes what I have endured
mostly successfully for approximately five
years now: chemotherapy every three
weeks – with one year off for good behavior
(not really good behavior; the year off was
to switch to a twice-daily pill, Tarceva, to be
taken at home, since the previous treatment
was no longer stemming the tide). It’s been
my experience that these anti-cancer drugs
don’t exactly work forever. Realistically
speaking, if they work at all – on/in you,
you take them until they don’t work any-
more; then you hope there’s another drug
somewhere: in the pharmacy, in the offing,
in the pipeline, that the cancer won’t recog-
nize and ignore, to give you hope that as a
patient, you haven’t run out of treatment
options. And so far, as you regular readers
know, my body’s tolerance (let’s call it
“good behavior”) has been above and
beyond; his “third miracle,” my oncologist
says.

Two weeks ago, I wrote about the weak-
week immediately following chemotherapy.
Last week, I wrote about the week-of/week
preceding the actual infusion, waiting for
the lab results and dealing with the associ-
ated anxiety pertaining to all of it. This
week, I’d like to jump ahead to two weeks
post-chemotherapy, the week after I feel
worst and the week before I feel anxious
again worrying about new results and then
anticipating the Friday infusion and the sub-
sequent post-chemotherapy discomfort to
follow. This of course is my favorite week,
my week feeling most normal, my week
when cancer is not top of mind, more so
middle of mind. But I’ll take it in the mid-
dle, that’s a significant enough displace-
ment so I don’t mind it there. (This may be
a bit of mind over matter/any port in a
storm, but when you’re in the cross-hairs,
any break in the usual action, any respite
from the incessant emotional, mental and
physical demands of living with cancer is
well worth the time it takes to get there. I
never bemoan its arrival if delayed; I cher-
ish the relief it brings whenever and how-
ever it makes its presence felt.)

Obviously, even during this third
week/week off, my disease is hardly forgot-
ten or a thing of the past. Most definitely it’s
still a thing of the present. Moreover, if it
were not for my ability to compartmental-
ize, rationalize, delude and pretend, this off
week wouldn’t be so helpful. It is part of my
process in order to try and secure a future.
Although, it is a little challenging sometimes
to maintain the illusion when my daily rou-
tine is so cancer-centric. But after five-plus
years of it, the routine has become almost
second nature and not, believe it or not, a
constant reminder that I have cancer; more
like a means not to a premature end. It’s
not even anything I think about any more.

Just like the week-of, weak-on and week-
off have become. It’s what I do. It’s who I
am. It’s how I roll. Nothing to complain
about. Something more to write about. If I
had my druthers, I’d rather not be writing
about life in the cancer lane. But since this
seems to be my permanent address, and
I’m a homebody at heart, I’ll continue to
write about what I know best. It used to be
sports and chocolate; now it’s about living
with cancer. Living being the operative
word. And you know what, it makes me
happy writing about it.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Week Of,
Weak On,
Week Off

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

If tomorrow 
were never to
come, it would
not be worth
living today.

-Dagobert Runes
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY • HAULING
• BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • POWER WASHING
• HANDYMAN • PAINTING • TRASH REMOVAL • DRYWAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero

To have community events listed in the Connec-
tion, send to north@connectionnewspapers.com. The
deadline for submissions is the Friday prior to pub-
lication.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 8
Carfit Safety Evaluation. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Vienna

Volunteer Fire Department, 400 Center Street
South, Vienna. Carfit experts can determine if
your car fits you properly for maximum safety
and suggest improvements. Mature drivers in
general are safe drivers, but in case of accident
they can have more chance of injury if their car
is not individually fit to their needs. Learn how
to best position yourself to maximize safety
when driving your vehicle. Free. Call 703-255-
6360 to register and for more information.

THURSDAY/OCT. 9
Candidate Meet and Greet Forum. 7 – 9 p.m.

McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Avenue, McLean. Come and meet your
candidates for the 8th and 10th Congressional
Districts in an informal setting. Learn their views
on important issues and interact one-on-one
with them. The current congressmen for these
districts are Jim Moran (8th) and Frank Wolf
(10th).

SATURDAY/OCT. 11
State Historical Marker Unveiling. 10 a.m.

1228 Hunter Mill Road, Vienna. Public
ceremony to unveil the new “Fields of Fire”
marker, which highlights activities of the Union
Army’s XII Corps

during the Civil War and a heat wave in the region
that afflicted marching soldiers and made a
tinderbox of county fields and woods.

TUESDAY/OCT. 14
Chapter 1116 Vienna- Oakton of

NARFE(National Association of Active
and Retired Federal Employees)
Meeting. 1:30 p.m. Vienna Community Center,
120 Cherry Street, Vienna. The speaker will be
Gayle Nelson, Blue Cross and Blue Shield.
Nelson will give updates for the coming year’s
choice for federal employees. Meeting is open to
all members and their guests. Free.

Congressional Candidate Meet and Greet. 7-
9 p.m. McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Meet candidates for
congressional districts 8 and 10. Sponsored by
AARP Virginia, AAUW McLean Branch, the
Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans of Virginia
(CAPAVA), League of Women Voters Fairfax
Area, and the McLean Citizens Association.

Book Sale Set Up. All day. Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Used book
sale. Wide selection for all ages in excellent
condition.

Computer one-on-one. Noon. Oakton Library
10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Internet basics,
email, Microsoft Word and Powerpoint.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 15
ESL Conversation Group. 2 p.m. Great Falls

Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Practice English in this casual conversation
group.

THURSDAY/OCT. 16
Great Falls Rotary Club Weekly Speaker

Series. 7:30– 8:30 a.m. River Bend Country
Club, 375 Walker Road Great Falls. Interested in
joining? Download the membership form from
http://www.rotarygreatfalls.org/.

SATURDAY/OCT. 18
Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Weichert Realtors, 1760

Reston Parkway, Reston. Clean our your
unwanted household items. A donation of $25
per space to Habitat for Humanity is all you
need to reserve your space. Cash from all the
items you sell is yours. 703-264-0000.

Financial Fitness. 12 p.m. Old Firehouse Teen
Center, 1440 Chain Bridge Road, McLean.
Lecture series for ages 55+. $7/$5 MCC district
residents.

MONDAY/OCT. 20
Vienna/Oakton Vision Impaired (VIP)

Resource Group Meeting. 10:15 a.m. –
Noon. Patrick Henry Library, 101 Maple Avenue,
Vienna. The guest speaker is Duveen Winter,
who will demonstrate the newly released “E-
Bot,” as well as the new 24" Clearview CCTV/
digital magnifier with speech. If you need a ride,
please call The Shepherd Center (3 day
advanced notice is required) at 703-281-0538.
For other VIP related inquiries, please contact
Chato Carter at 703-938-1533.

Bulletin Board
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News

Incumbent Connolly Is a ‘Calm, Strong Voice’
From Page 2

Local, state and national officials at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Silver Line July 26 this year.
Connolly (far right) was instrumental in bringing the project to completion. “Without him we wouldn’t be
here today,” said Richard Sarles, Metro’s CEO and general manager.
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Howard Springsteen (left) of the Vienna Town Council and U.S. Rep.
Gerry Connolly (right) hand out plastic fire helmets in front of a 1946
fire truck at the Oct. 4 Oktoberfest in Vienna.
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Connolly. “He’s a guy of true conviction.”
Bouie and Connolly each attended semi-

nary earlier in life, and each ended up pur-
suing a different sort of public service.

“HE’S GOT A PASSION for parks,” said
Bouie. “He uses our parks and trails. He’s
the father of the Cross County trail. It was
his vision to connect the entire county.”

More than the parks and rec centers,
Bouie said a needs assessment found trails
were the Park Authority’s most in-demand
amenity. The full trail now touches every
magisterial district in the county, “which is
no easy feat,” said Bouie.

“Gerry, along with the trail advocates,
heard that message loud and clear. He went
into action to make sure we were able to
provide such an amenity.”

Another, more expansive, example of
what Bulova said is Connolly’s “commit-
ment to getting things done” is the first
phase completion of the $5.6 billion Metro
Silver Line rail extension.

“WITHOUT HIM we wouldn’t be here to-
day,” said Richard Sarles, Metro’s CEO and
general manager, at the July 26 ribbon-cut-
ting in Reston.

Bringing the vision of the new rail to life
was a lengthy process, spanning Connolly’s
time as an elected official, across various
levels of government.

“There was period of time when the
project was in danger of falling apart again
because of funding issues and discord on
the [Metropolitan Washington Airports Au-
thority] board,” said Bulova. “Gerry moved
the Silver Line forward during a really rocky
time.”

“I had real clarity,” said Connolly, “I can’t
imagine our future without it. We have to
have this. I think it’s a transformative in-
vestment that’s going to change the Dulles
corridor and anchor this part of northern
Virginia to the core of Metro. That’s abso-
lutely essential for our economic future.”

He didn’t do it alone, but what colleagues
describe as his “personable” and appropri-
ately “light-hearted” and “serious” de-
meanor helped him engage across party
lines and public offices.

“He had a lot of interaction with Secre-
tary [of Transportation Ray] Lahood and
Congressman Wolf, in bipartisan fashion,”
said Eileen Filler-Corn, Virginia House del-
egate from the 41st district. “Just focusing
on trying to reduce the cost.”

Working together with Lahood, Wolf, 8th
District representative Jim Moran and sena-
tors Warner and Kaine, Connolly and com-
pany secured a $1.9 billion TIFIA (Trans-
portation Infrastructure Finance and Inno-
vation Act) loan from the Department of
Transportation for the second phase of the
Silver Line.

“A lot of people go into politics to make a
point,” said Filler-Corn. “I think Gerry goes
into politics to make things happen.”

“My philosophy about being in this job is
making a difference,” Connolly said, “get-
ting something done for people, for my com-

munity.”
Del. Mark Keam (D-35) jokingly said

Connolly’s constant presence around his
district makes constituents “spoiled.” “I see
him probably one to two times per week,”
said Keam. “Most people know him by
name. He’s the epitome of a representative.”

Part of Connolly’s vision philosophy de-
rives from the WWII-era Lutheran minister
and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The
minister died in a Nazi prison, having chal-
lenged the conviction of a collapsing arts,
academic and religious establishment.

“How passionately do you believe in what

you say you believe?” said Connolly. “He
had clarity about that in a very difficult
time. It took a lot of courage and he gave
his life for it. That was a profound insight
to me.”

THOUGH HE DIDN’T ENTER the clergy,
Connolly made humanitarian work an early
priority in his time on the Board of Super-
visors, committing to end homelessness in
Fairfax County. He led the adoption of a
homeless coordinator and housing initia-
tive, part of a systematic policy.

Louis Crandell was a Fairfax County waste

water lab tech before a work-related fall left
him with frontal lobe brain damage, living
on disability compensation. Crandell spi-
raled downward with substance abuse af-
ter charges filed against him in North Caro-
lina cost him his benefits. He found himself
living in a tent in the woods.

Linda Wimpey, founder of the
homelessness outreach organization FAC-
ETS, recommended Crandell meet Connolly
and ask for help.

“I tell you, it was like magic,” said
Crandell. “It’s a direct result of Mr. Connolly
that I’m not on that forest floor right now.”

Connolly and his constituent services staff
investigated Crandell’s charges (which were
ultimately dropped) and insurance situa-
tion, and helped Crandell find another job
and subsidized housing. Crandell now vol-
unteers with FACETS and at First Baptist
Church on Braddock Road.

“He was so pleased with this whole set of
initiatives that bettered his life,” said
Connolly, “that came into our office and
framed it as ‘I am a walking advertisement
for all you were advocating.’ It works.”

“He says his door’s always open,” said
Crandell. “That’s literally the truth.”

“Most people know him
by name. He’s the
epitome of a
representative.”

— Del. Mark Keam (D-35)
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Photo courtesy of Mitro Hood

In the newly designed family entertainment area, a wall-sized console with a flat
screen television stretches out in front of an L-shaped “viewing” couch. A fully
stocked beverage center is on the opposite wall convenient to an outside patio.

Home LifeStyle

By John Byrd

“A
 home is a machine for liv-
ing in,” architectural pio-
neer Eduard LeCorbusier
said in the 1930s, by which

he meant good residential design should
meet current lifestyle requirements, yet re-
tain enough flexibility to readily transition
into a place that supports newly arising
needs.

Design consultant Mindy Mitchell, con-
curs on some basic principles.

“You want a solution that fully responds
to everyday needs,” Mitchell says. “But it’s
also useful to consider how you might be
re-using key spaces from time to time, or
even a decade from now.”

This may be especially true in a “creative”
household, Mitchell adds, where the goal
is fostering an environment that organically
responds to all sorts of overlapping
projects..

Case in point: the recently re-invented
lower level plan to the Great Falls home of
Lesley and Tim Hackman, two long-term
residents now actively involved in the
community’s burgeoning art scene.

Looking around the sunny family play
space, which will be featured in the upcom-
ing remodeling home tour Oct. 17-19, it’s a
little hard to imagine that last year the
Hackmans were scarcely using the suite at
all.

Recently retired, Tim was free from pro-
fessional obligations. The couple’s two

daughters were out of the house, raising
families of their own. Like most empty-nest-
ers, the Hackmans were idly wondering
how to better use a spacious home designed
for past needs.

“We had been talking about upgrading
some rooms, but weren’t using the lower
level for much more than laundry and stor-
age,” Lesley recalls. “All the light in the en-
tire suite originated from windows and
doors on the rear [side of the house], so
the interior rooms were too dark. Still, we
hadn’t gotten too far into an actual plan.”

Then an unexpected turn brought latent
remodeling considerations to the fore: last
spring the entire lower level was flooded
by three inches of water when a sump pump
failed; it was a situation that could not be
ignored.

“One way or another, we knew we were

going to have to do something about it,”
Lesley said.

A professional organizer as well as a space
planner, Mitchell has been working with
Sun Design Remodeling for close to a de-
cade.

“I’m generally the point person and de
facto project manager,” Mitchell said. “My
job is to help owners get a clear idea of what
they’re looking for so that the design pro-
cess is focused and on-track from start to
finish.”

This is especially critical, Mitchell notes,
when the makeover needs to satisfy a di-
verse agenda.

Lesley wanted functional studio space for
her quilting and photography, but she had
also decided to babysit two of her grand-
children three days a week, a commitment
that would require work stations for arts

and crafts projects as well as
kitchenette suitable for the occa-
sional cooking lesson.

They wanted a media center
large enough for the extended
family (both daughters live in the
metro area), and places to pre-
pare and share a meal with easy
access to an adjacent outdoor pa-
tio and backyard barbecue.

On an entirely different note,
the lower level still had to perform
its duties as the family laundry
room. And it should also provide
quarters for the occasional sleep-
over guest.

“It’s when an agenda becomes

Innovative Great Falls
solution with art studio
meets needs of
three generations.

The Family That Plays Together
… Needs New Space Details

Visit the Hackmans’ remod-
eled lower level during the
Great Falls Studio Tour,
Friday-Sunday, Oct. 17-19, 1-5
p.m. daily. Visit
greatfallsstudios.com/tour.php
or www.SunDesignInc.com or
call 703-425-5588.

more specific that space planning really
needs to be thoughtful and precise,”
Mitchell says.

The existing full bath is enlarged and
upgraded into something suitable for over-
night guests while one wall of the studio
now accommodates a handsome custom
cabinet that conceals a comfortable Murphy
bed. The redesigned “all purpose room”
(laundry/kitchenette/dining table) now
features a full-sized refrigerator, microwave
and dishwasher.

Lesley Hackman says the makeover has
proven to be a perfect solution in this newly
active phase of her life.

“I can spend the morning or afternoon
working on art projects and helping the
grandchildren. Then take a hot bath. It’s a
great environment,” she said. “I’m really
glad we created it.”

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

A
s the first few weeks of fall unfold,
carrying with them the promise of
rich and vibrant colors, many local

residents are starting to plan their fall gar-
dens, both ornamental and edible. Pruning
and and overall garden cleanup will make
way for fall plants. In fact, this is the per-
fect time to clear away summer foliage and
plant, horticulture gurus said.

“Because the ground is still warm and air
is cool, there is less transplant shock for
plants when you take them out of the con-

tainer to plant them,” said Kelly Grimes of
Good Earth Garden Market in Potomac, Md.
“Now is a great time to put in a landscape.”

The first step is preparing the ground.
“You have to amend the soil; that is mixing
in compost and soil so the plants’ roots can
grab a hold of the soil with compost,” said
Grimes. “That really helps any planting.”

Katia Goffin of Katia Goffin Gardens in
McLean, Va., likens planning a garden to
putting together a puzzle. “Everything has
to [look] like it belongs,” she said. “It’s
about designing your bed line so it enhances
your property, versus ‘I stuck this in my gar-
den and doesn’t it look good?’”

Take a few minutes and actually plan out
your garden because no matter what you
decide to plant for fall, an aesthetically ap-
pealing garden starts with an effective strat-
egy. “It is getting a good plan together,”
Goffin said. “It is a question of scale and
putting it together right. You have to look
at your plot of land and decide where you
want plants to go and how you want it to
look.”

FOR DECORATIVE GARDENS and
yards, mums and pansies are among fall’s

Planning your autumn garden and yard.Planting for Fall

See Planting,  Page 7

HomeLifeStyle
is produced by

Connection Newspapers

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Local Media Connection LLC

For more information,

call 703-778-9431 or email

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Vienna & Oakton
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Address .................................. BR FB HB ... Postal City ... Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC PostalCode .......... Subdivision ............ Date Sold

1  11797 STUART MILL RD ......... 5 .. 6 .. 1 ...... OAKTON ..... $2,198,430 .... Detached .... 2.92 ...... 22124 ................... NONE .................. 08/15/14

2  3003 WEBER PL .................... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ...... OAKTON ..... $1,729,795 .... Detached .... 0.92 ...... 22124 .......... WEBER PROPERTY ......... 08/18/14

3  1359 BLAIRSTONE DR ........... 5 .. 5 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,665,000 .... Detached .... 0.46 ...... 22182 ................ MAYMONT ............... 08/27/14

4  900 GLYNDON ST SE .............. 5 .. 4 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,574,482 .... Detached .... 0.32 ...... 22180 ............. DIANE MANOR ............ 08/26/14

5  9519 FRANCIS YOUNG LN ...... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,510,000 .... Detached .... 0.36 ...... 22182 ..... FRANCIS YOUNG ESTATES .... 08/14/14

6  1862 BROTHERS RD .............. 5 .. 6 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,500,000 .... Detached .... 2.65 ...... 22182 .............. ANKER OAKS ............. 08/29/14

7  1102 WESTBRIAR CT NE ........ 5 .. 5 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,489,900 .... Detached .... 0.51 ...... 22180 ........ WESTBRIAR CC HILLS ....... 08/28/14

8  206SW CHERRY ST ................ 5 .. 5 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,415,140 .... Detached .... 0.25 ...... 22180 ....... WEST VIENNA WOODS ...... 08/28/14

9  330 SHERWOOD DR NE ......... 6 .. 6 .. 2 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,395,000 .... Detached .... 0.30 ...... 22180 ......... SHERWOOD MANOR........ 08/07/14

10  302 ADAHI RD SE .................. 5 .. 5 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,340,000 .... Detached .... 0.26 ...... 22180 ............... IRIS MANOR .............. 08/15/14

Copyright 2014 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of September 15, 2014.

Local REAL ESTATE

August, 2014
Top Sales in
Vienna and

Oakton
In August 2014, 116 homes

sold between $2,198,430-

$219,000 in the Vienna and

Oakton area.

1  11797 Stuart Mill Road, Oakton — $2,198,430

2  3003 Weber
Place, Oakton
— $1,729,795

4  900 Glyndon Street SE, Vienna — $1,574,4826  1862 Brothers
Road, Vienna —

$1,500,000
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COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center

Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.

Woman-Owned Business

3891 Pickett Road • Fairfax, VA 22031
703-978-9001

www.kempercarpet.com

best flowering plants. “Mums need
full sunlight to open and come in
obvious, bold fall colors,” said
Grimes. “Pansies will take part sun,
are a great color and will continue
to bloom through spring.”

Yarrow, asters, sedums, Lenten
roses, and coral bells are among
the fall plants that Jonathan
Storvick, natural resource man-
ager at the Office of Sustainability
at George Mason University in
Fairfax, Va., recommends.

“Fall is a great time to plant
larger-sized perennials and con-
tainer shrubs,” said Storvick. “It
also happens to be the time of year
when nurseries are trying to get
rid of a lot of their stock, so you
can find some great deals.”

For example, said Joel Cook of
Merrifield Garden Center, in
Fairfax, Merrifield and Gainesville,
Va., “Burning bushes have beauti-
ful fall colors like orange and fire
red. As far as trees, maples like
Japanese maples, sugar maple or
black gum maple have beautiful
colors.”

Another eye-catching option is
the yellow twig dogwood. Its
“bright yellow branches and twig
color … are also fantastic for win-
ter,” said Mark White of
GardenWise in Arlington, Va.

Fall Plants
From Page 3
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors Clifton residents to hold tour of re-
modeled homes to benefit widow.

N
eighbors help each other. That’s
what communities have always
been about. Long-time Clifton

resident Bob Gallagher is rallying his friends
and peers to help his neighbor Elsa
Armendaris.

Armendaris, a mother of seven, needs
funds to repair the badly deteriorated drive-
way to her home, which is also a local day
care center. To help out, Gallagher, who is
a principal at Sun Design Remodeling, has
organized a tour of three newly remodeled
Clifton homes, each the handiwork of a dif-
ferent remodeler.

“The homes are all pretty spectacular in

their own right,” Gallagher says. “We’ve
found that homeowners really enjoy seeing
what their neighbors are doing. But this is
also about helping a local person in need;
that’s the sense of community which Clifton
has always exemplified.”

In addition to showcasing a home recently
renovated by Sun Design Remodeling, the
tour will feature recent work by Daniels
Design and Remodeling and Kohlmark
Group Architects and Builders, all active in
Clifton and environs for years.

Tim Reed of Tibbs Paving will be donat-
ing the labor, equipment and trucking
needed for the driveway re-paving.

A native of El Salvador, Armendaris lost
her husband, David, to leukemia six years
ago and, as the sole means of her family’s
support, decided to set up her home as a
day care center.

Since it was convenient to nearby Clifton
Elementary, parents would leave their chil-
dren with Armendaris before and after
school. But when Clifton Elementary closed
in 2010, the day care center lost more than
half its students. Not long after that, the
winding asphalt driveway leading to the
house began to seriously deteriorate.

That’s when her friend, Christina
Gallagher, whose children had attended the

day care center, offered to ask her husband,
Bob, for ideas.

“I just thought there must be a way that a
community as old and close-knit as Clifton
could help one of its own,” said Bob
Gallagher, who grew up in Clifton where
his father practiced medicine. “My company
has learned a lot from doing our own home
tours, so a coalition of remodelers already
active in Clifton seems like a logical way to
reach out to the community.”

Remodeler’s Charity Home Tour,
Nov. 15, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Visit
www.RemodelersCharityHomeTour.com or call
703-425-5588 for more.




