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Great FallsGreat Falls
By Ashley O., grade 4, Great Falls Elementary School.
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Great Fall Office | 703.759.6300 | 731-A Walker Road | Great Falls, VA 22066

A Great Falls tradition for over 25 years

Our Tradition of greatness continues! To buy or sell your home, contact us today!

Casey Thompsoy

708 Seneca Road $975,000
Great Falls, VA  22066

701 Clear Spring $2,500,000
Great Falls, VA  22066

10418 Shesue Street $799,000
Great Falls, VA

11576B
Cavalier Landing

$390,000

Fairfax, VA
All my transactions benefit
the Leukemia/Lymphoma

Society and the Make-A-Wish
Foundation

~ in memory of my daughter ~
Elizabeth, 3/24/93 - 2/25/07.

 B.A., M.Ed., GRI
#1 Solo Agent

Weichert/Great Falls 2013

www.carolellickson.com
www.carolellickson.listingbook.com

Top 5% of Realtors
Nationwide

731 A Walker Road
Great Falls, VA 22066

703-862-2135

Falls Church $565,000
Spacious home with great curb appeal. Updated
and enlarged with 24 x 15 family room plus finished
basement. Gorgeous lot and minutes
from Beltway. 7902 Freehollow Drive.

Casey Thompson GRI, CRS
703-795-3852 Cell
caseythompson@weichert.com

FOR SALE
10423

Artemel
Lane

Great Falls
$699,995

Bright &
spacious 4
BR, 3 BA
home in

Lexington Estates located on .70 acre lot.
French doors opening to expansive deck
from both dining room & master bedroom.
Two fireplaces make the home warm & cozy.
Minutes to Great Falls Village Centre & Wiehle
Station Silver Metro Line.
Bonnie Wolfe
703-930-5692
Bonnie@BonnieWolfeRealty.com
www.BonnieWolfeRealty.com

Happy New Year
Call Top Producing Realtor Deneen Davis today
at 703-582-1219 or e-mail Deneen at deneendavis
@weichert.com with your real estate needs, from
estates to condos. Licensed in VA & MD.
www.deneenhomes.com Deneen also helps clients
with Investments, foreclosures, short sales, First
Time home ownership, Residential &
Corporate sales. Specializing in Listing
your home & helping buyers get their
dreams.
703-759-6300 x336
or 703-582-1219
deneendavis@weichert.com

Sheila Cooper
703.626.1033

SheilaCooper@weichert.com
www.SheilaKCooper.com
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Children’s Connection
Great Falls Connection Editor

Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

D
ear Readers:

This week, the Great Falls
Connection turns over its pages
to the youth and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2015 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
school pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
north@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

— Editor Kemal Kurspahic

Welcome

By Abigail Paredes, 12, of Great Falls.

By Morgan Billingslea, grade 7, Cooper Middle School, Great Falls.

By Zach G.,
grade 2,
Great Falls
Elementary.

By Tiffany,
grade 1,
Great Falls
Elementary.

“Fruit Bowl”
by Phin Curlin
of Great Falls,
grade 6
homeschooler.
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Kyle Knight Ins Agcy Inc
Kyle Knight, Agent
11736 Bowman Green Drive
Reston, VA 20190
ACROSS FROM RESTON TOWN CTR.
WWW.KYLEKNIGHT.ORG
703-435-2300

Children’s Connection

Drawings by Victoria Cho, of Great Falls, grade 9, Langley
High School.

By Abigail
Paredes, 12,
of Great Falls.
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SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

JANUARY
1/7/2015............................Wellbeing, Renewal, Resolutions
1/14/2015........................................................HomeLifeStyle
Martin Luther King Jr. Day is Jan. 19
1/21/2015.............................................A+ Camps & Schools
1/28/2015..........................................Neighborhood Outlook
1/28/2015...........Winter Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment;

Valentine’s Preview
FEBRUARY
2/4/2015....................................Valentine’s Dining & Gifts I
2/4/2015................Wellbeing – National Children’s Dental

Health Month
2/11/2015........................................................HomeLifeStyle
2/11/2015.................................Valentine’s Dining & Gifts II
Valentine’s Day is Feb. 14 • Presidents Day is Feb. 16
2/18/2015.............................................A+ Camps & Schools
2/25/2015..........................................Pet Connection Pullout
MARCH
3/4/2015...................................................................Wellbeing
3/11/2015 ......................HomeLifeStyle Real Estate Pullout
3/18/2015.............................................A+ Camps & Schools
3/25/2015.............Spring Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
FCPS Spring Break 3/30-4/3
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

Children’s Connection

By Abigail Paredes, 12, of Great Falls.

“Front Porch Chair” by Katie Anne Curlin, of Great Falls, grade 3
homeschooler.

By Hannah Everette, grade 4, Chesterbrook Elementary.



Great Falls Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2014 - 2015  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



8  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2014 - 2015 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

1616 Anderson Road • McLean, VA 22102

As You Make Your End-of-Year
Charitable Donations…

Please consider children in need of medical and dental
care right here in Fairfax County.

Each year, the Medical Care for Children Partnership
(MCCP) Foundation provides care to thousands of children in
low-income working families right in our own community.
These children do not qualify for government programs or
private insurance, and without MCCP, they would have
nowhere to go.

To learn more and to
donate, please go to
www.mccpfoundation.org or
call 703-286-0881.

Thank you for joining your
neighbors in supporting this
cause so that all our local
children can go to school in
good health!

Special Thanks to The Connection Newspapers
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$24.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060 Select your

products from
our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Sights
By Emilie Kim

Grade 5, Churchill Road

Elementary

It was a winter night, bone-chilly
and the ground was covered with
milky white snow. A wavy, steep
slope awaits the people who were
going to go sledding or skiing the
next day. At ten o’clock p.m, any
five year old kid would be fast
asleep, but not me. I was going to
go animal watching with my
father. My stomach was filled with
butterflies and they seemed to kick
my stomach very harshly. My heart
was thudding with an unusually
fast pace. As I was wide awake, I
waited as my father was coming in
my room. We were going to go
animal watching.

As my father and I stepped out
into the moonlight, the grass
crunched and made beautiful,
ruffling sounds. I stared at the
moon for a few seconds. Enchanted
by its radiant light, I stepped
forward. The moon was magnifi-
cent and mysterious to me as I
moved closer and closer. The stars
seemed to dance around me as I
glanced away from the moon. My
misery had suddenly vanished. It
was replaced with hope. I think it
is from the amazing moon and
stars. Then, I remembered why I
was outside with my father. As a
frightening cloud had stolen my
moon, I sprinted across my yard
and I leaped into my father’s
awaiting arms after a quick glance
at the shining moon and stars.

I grasped my dad’s navy blue
shirt and I ran to our small, but
pretty, stone pond. I gasped as I
saw that the moon was on the
pond.

My father said reassuringly, “It
is just the moon’s reflection on the
pond. The water acts like a
mirror.”

I understood, and I went toward
the pond. I was silent as a shadow
as I scurried across the lawn.Then,
a gust of wind blew me off course,
and it took away my courage as it
flew past me. I ran with all my
might to my father.

He asked, “Are you okay?”
I nodded silently and we

continued our sightseeing for
animals.

My father and I were filled with
joy as we saw some animals as we
walked away from our quiet house.
There were raccoons and squirrels
along our sight. I heard a low hoot

See Sights,  Page 13

Children’s

Connection
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Now Enrolling for 2015-2016

www.vgdsva.com
703-759-4049

Preschool
Full Day Kindergarten

Montessori
Mommy & Me Programs

Childcare
Before & After School Age Childcare (K-6)

Authentic Northern Italian cuisine in an elegant and inviting setting.

1148 Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22066
Tel.: 703-759 3131 • Fax: 703-759 0457

info@danterestaurant.com • www.danterestaurant.com

Join the Celebration...
of this Great Falls Treasure

Dante Ristorante of Great Falls, Virginia, with its
authentic and simply delicious Italian cuisine, celebrates
its 25th anniversary this year.

This landmark Victorian mansion – a former private
home – provides a cozy, fine dining experience for various
occasions in its seven private dining rooms and lounge,
including:

• Business Dinner Meetings
• Retirement Parties
• Bridal Showers and Rehearsal Dinners
• Birthday and Anniversary Celebrations
• Or Social Events and Family Get-togethers

A full bar and a selection of fine Italian and American
wines and more are on hand. Free parking on-site.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
Published by

Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
 Editor ❖ 703-778-9414

kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Amna Rehmatulla
Editorial Assistant

703-778-9410 ext.427
arehmatulla@connectionnewspapers.com

Reena Singh
Community Reporter

757-619-7584
rsingh@connectionnewspapers.com

Jon Roetman
Sports Editor ❖ 703-752-4013

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
@jonroetman

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Salome Howard-Gaibler
Display Advertising

703-778-9421
salome@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising

703-778-9411
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant

703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren

Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic
Photography:

Deb Cobb, Craig Sterbutzel
Art/Design:

Laurence Foong, John Heinly
Production Manager:

Geovani Flores

Special Assistant to the Publisher
Jeanne Theismann

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9426
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

Great Falls
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The Best Gift
That I Gave
to My Friend

By Gloria Boos,

grade 5, Great Falls Elementary

T
he best gift that I gave to
my friend was a Pandora
bracelet. It was red with
black polka dots on it. It

had a ladybug charm, two friends
holding hands, and a lot of beads. I
got the bracelet while I was on a
cruise to Mexico. I went with all of
my fifteen family members on my
dad’s side.

The ship was so big. They had so
much food too. You could even have
ice cream for breakfast and it was
free! But I thought the best part was
the waterslide. It was so long and
fun. Plus there was almost no one in
line. There was also a hot tub and
anyone could go in it.

There was a lot of shopping on the
ship. That is where I found the
bracelet. My friend really liked the
bracelet and I am so happy that I
picked the perfect one out for her.

Children’s Connection

By Catlin D., grade 6, Great Falls Elementary.
By Rose Boos, grade 5, Great Falls Elementary.

By Allie W.,
grade 5,
Great Falls
Elementary.

By Lexi P.,
grade 4,
Great Falls
Elementary.

By Lexi,
grade 2,
Great Falls
Elementary.

By Austin Z., grade 5, Great Falls Elementary.
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Flower
By Nadia Jo, 13, of McLean

Creating smiles
Even in the darkest corner,
The vivid colors and aromatic scents
Captivating hearts.
Whether rooted to the ground or
Cut for a bouquet,
Its beauty creates wonders.
Every hue is washed on its petals,
Intricately arranged in a maze.
Though its life is short
Its charm is infinite.

Last Dance
By Nadia Jo, 13, of McLean

It’s their last dance.
The limelight is brighter
The stage is bigger
The audience is larger.
The light envelops their bodies
Shooting currents through every inch
It’s impossible not to dance.
They are not graceful.
Their moves are not choreographed.
They are
Agitated,
Unrehearsed,
And terrified.
Yes, their six legs tremble in anguish.
Their skin is scorched by the sunlight through the lens.
The audience giggles.
They enjoy burning ants.

The Storm
By Cate Poliquin,

Spring Hill Elementary

In 2008 there was a huge
snowstorm in McLean. The
snow measured up to be as high
as 2 ft. tall. Playing in the snow
the next morning was super fun
but, staying up through the
night turned out to be super
scary for my family.

My family was having a
nice time watching the
snowfall, and listening to
Christmas music. The fire
was so warm, but we used
up a lot of wood. I watched
as the piles of snow grow
bigger and bigger.

Soon my dad became wor-
ried. We had used up most
of our wood! Then one of the
worst things happened, the
power went out. My dad
soon became super worried,
because all we had to eat was
cereal and cold food.

As time passed by, the
house became colder and
colder. Then my parents
hopes came true, the power
came back on! The next
morning my sister and I
played in the snow all day.
Now my family knows to be
prepared for a snowstorm.

Children’s

Connection

By Aurian Malhotra,
grade 6, Spring Hill
Elementary.

By Kathryn Kim, grade 6,
Spring Hill Elementary.
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Loudoun Country Day School
Admissions Open House

January 11 and February 8 • 2 p.m.
• Small Classes Pre-K –

8th Grade
• Full-Day Kindergarten
• Vibrant Middle School
• Hands-On Lab and

Technology
• 4th – 8th BYOT
• Creative and Critical

Thinking
• Morning and Afternoon

Extended Care
• Bus Transportation

Available
Please call Director of Admissions to RSVP
or schedule a personal tour – 703.777.3841

www.LCDS.org
20600 Red Cedar Drive, Leesburg, VA

• 737 Walker Rd. SUITE 1, Great Falls, VA 22066.
• Three offices available.
• $600 / Monthly.
• Shared Reception, Kitchen and Conference Areas.

Professional Center Associates
Ralph Lazaro • 703 477 6736

rlazaro4@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
  FURNISHED

From Page 8

and I knew that we were not
alone in the darkness that gave me
goosebumps. As we walked for
miles it seemed, I dug my heels
into the soft, amber-brown mud
and my father was concerned. We
were about to enter the woods.

The woods is a terrible night-
mare, and darkness surrounds you
in that creepy place. I froze and I
whispered that I would never go in
that place. My father noticed that
and he said that we weren’t going
into the woods. As my father was
checking the time, I tumbled down
a hill and I was terrified.I shut my
big golden brown eyes, and as
soon as I landed, my eyes slowly
blinked and then I opened my eyes
out of curiosity. I stared at the
place I had landed on. My father
had followed me and started
scolding me. I shushed him and we
both stared at the place I had
fallen. It was beautiful with a snow
covered slope that was filled with
trees that were the color of an
emeralds. The part I liked best was
that there were so many animals in
my sight.

That was the most amazing thing
that has happened to me. I enjoy
being around animals and even
when I was really young I loved to
pet and see many different ani-
mals. I always loved to sit down,
and stare at birds or squirrels. This
was an experience that brought me
closer to animals.

Sights

Children’s

Connection
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CSMclen.org, ChristianScience.com
christianscienceDC.org

To learn more about Christian Science, visit:

RADIO:  Sundays at 5:30 a.m. WMAL  105.9 –FM
PHONE:  202-658-7855 anytime 24/7
INTERNET:  www.ChristianScienceDC.org/radio

New Year—
New Opportunities

By Ayesha
Javaid,
McLean.

Children’s Connection

“This painting shows my
two cats: Tiger and Jaguar
outside in the snow. They
love being in the snow! It
snowed just before Tiger and
Jaguar went outside and
that’s why the trees have
snow. I love winter too!”
— Marta Anvelt of Great
Falls, grade 2, Colvin
Run Elementary

“This is a painting
showing two children
who went ice skating on
a snowy afternoon. The
children had just started
skating when the sun
came out and the ice
started magically glitter.”
— Miina Anvelt of
Great Falls, grade 4,
Colvin Run Elemen-
tary
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The best presents I ever received are a
tricycle, a train set, and my little brother
and sister: Autumn and Benjamin. All of
my best presents begin with the letter “t”:

tricycle, train and twins! Another of my
favorite presents is a basketball hoop. I
love to play basketball with my brother
and sister. Merry Christmas!

My Best Present Christopher Fein,

age 3, Great Falls

Children’s Connection

“Pyramids of Giza” by Lars Curlin of Great Falls, grade 4 homeschooler.
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Storm
By Alexandra Radt,

grade 4, Colvin Run Elementary

The storm came down from the moun-
tains old, through the forest it roared and
rolled;

the tree trunks groaned,
the forest moaned,
trees fell down upon the mold.
The storm went on from west to east,
all movement in the forest ceased;
but the storm went on across the
marsh,and its shrill voice was released.
The reeds hissed, their tassels bent,
the grasses rattled, on it went;
from north to south and east to west,
disaster struck wherever it went.
The storm blew on from west to east,
then it blew off the Earth
and finally ceased.

USB
By Seongjun Lee,

grade 5, Colvin Run Elementary

Thumbnail, thumbdrive, flash drive,
hardware,
I keep my memories in you
When I need I take it out from you
Shhh...This is top secret,
Many names you have.
Where is it?
It’s in here.
Where did I put?
It’s in me.
Give me the File.
Just pick me up.
I’ll keep it safe.

Children’s Connection

Alexia Russo,
grade 6, Colvin
Run Elemen-
tary.

By Elsa Billingslea,
of Great Falls,
grade 5, Colvin
Run Elementary.

By Michael Yao, grade 3, Colvin Run Elementary.

By Lily Cohen, kindergarten, Colvin Run Elementary.

By Theresa Ryan, grade 4, Colvin Run Elementary.

By Tyler Abele, grade 4, Colvin Run Elementary.
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Our Lady of
Good Counsel School

Established 1957

Developing character,
faith and life-long learners
in the Salesian tradition

We have been providing a
quality Catholic education
for over 50 years...

www.olgcschool.org

Find out why
OLGC School is
the right choice

for your children.

Come to our
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday,
January 25, 2015,

10 a.m.–1 p.m.

8601 Wolftrap Rd.
Vienna, VA 22182

703.938.3600

Full Day Grades K-8

Nationally recognized
for academic excellence

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
 5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 10:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran, Assoc. Rector

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

Children’s

Connection

By Michaela A.
Pearce, grade
3, Churchill
Road Elemen-
tary School.

By Jack Crippen, grade 4,
Churchill Road Elementary.

“I am thankful
for my
mommy” by
Jaina
Fitzpatrick,
kindergarten,
Churchill Road
Elementary.

First Grade Students at Churchill Road Elementary visit
Mount Vernon Plantation as part of their study of General
George Washington. Clara Aikman drew a picture of her-
self and her friend Emily New in front of Mount Vernon.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Fall Special!

10% off

crescenthomeservices@gmail.com
www.crescenthomehandyman.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”
www.pphionfine.com

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3137(703) 590-3137

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded
703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

If I wanted to rationalize the benefit of
delaying my heretofore every-three-week
chemotherapy infusion from three weeks to
four and now on to five, possibly six – and
that’s dependent on improved results from
a second/maybe even third retest upcom-
ing (this retest a bit more involved than
drawing blood) – I would say it’s only fitting
that I should have a break/brake; after all, it
is the holiday season when all good things;
yada, yada, yada. If only it were that
simple.

But simple is the last thing that a cancer
patient’s life can be characterized as being;
whether they have been “prognosed” as
“terminal” as I was, or are at the beginning
(diagnosis), middle (under treatment and
surviving under circumstances too numer-
ous and varied to list) or end of their
cancer-affected life. And so for me to
expect smooth sailing at any time during
this process is totally and entirely unreason-
able – and mostly, I haven’t. I’m just lucky
to be in a boat with a few provisions still
left in it. Ergo, this column is not a com-
plaint, just an update, as the previous few
columns had sort of led you regular readers
on a bit of a walk in my shoes, although
one likely without the neuropathy nearly
six years of non-stop chemotherapy can
exact. Still, I am mostly upright, up and
about and able to handle any and all activi-
ties, especially those relating to daily living.
However, right now I worry that after two
consecutive three-week-interval, pre-che-
motherapy lab results specifically measur-
ing my cretanine levels (which reflects kid-
ney function), and a second retest as well,
all indicated too high/abnormal (a first-time
occurrence), thereby preventing my regu-
larly scheduled Alimta infusions – twice – if
I have indeed crossed the Rubicon, so to
speak. Obviously, it serves no particular
purpose for me to invoke history, especially
history with which I have very little familiar-
ity. However, if some of what I’ve read con-
cerning this historical event is true – the
event’s significance notwithstanding, it has
partially led to the creation-and-then-
acceptance of a word’s/phrase’s figurative
meaning – then I sure hope my die has not
been cast.

But who knows, really? And even
though this cancer stuff is all very personal
– and my circumstances are unique to me
as a cancer patient – I try not to take it per-
sonally, if that makes any sense? Somehow,
I try to minimize the negative effect of any
of it, mentally, that is. As concerns me and
my treatments (starts, stops and fits), it has
always been about what happens next.
Until there’s no more next, there’s always
what’s next. Now I have a third round of
lab work next week and a 24-hour creati-
nine clearance collection in the interim to
measure my levels as accurately as possible
to help determine what happens next.
Hopefully, levels will reduce, and more of
the same treatment which has resulted in
my unexpectedly long life expectancy and
most recent “shrinkage,” can continue. But
of course, there are no guarantees either.
Oh, there is one: this process is
excruciating.

Nevertheless, somehow the patient (or
at least this patient) has to be patient and
life has to be lived. Otherwise the cancer
wins. And to quote Brian Dennehy, a/k/a
Sheriff Cobb, from the movie “Silverado,”
completely out of context: “We can’t be
having any of that now, can we?”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Level Best
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ClassifiedClassified

Falls Church AntiqueS

Christmas Shop Now Open!

Best Kept Secret of The Metro Area!

Falls Church Antique Co.
250W. Broad St. Falls Church, Va • 703-2419642

Unique collection of antiques and collectibles,
including furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery,

sterling silver, paintings, prints and more!
Fun home and gift ideas!

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

EmploymentEmployment
BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Desire
By Emily S., grade 7,

Our Lady of Good Counsel School

The aching desires of the few,
include the necessities for me and you,
but the vast majority want the new,
they want the luxury and they lust,
because they must,
they need the future in the past,
they need products that must last,
for as long as they want them to.
What happened to this world, what must we do?
release the greed,
make a creed,
and find the greatness in giving and not wanting,
loving not taunting,
and fulfill the deserved desires of peace, nourishment, and fair

treatment for others,
for the fathers, children, brothers, sisters, and mothers.

The Substance of Life
Sylesh S., grade 8,

Our Lady of Good Counsel School

Time, the substance of life
Appears to be rife
But passes by
In a blink of an eye
Each moment that we waste
Is forever erased
Every second well-spent
Will make us content
Life is a dream
In which time reigns supreme
Make the best use of time
Make each moment sublime

Time
Ben M., grade 8,

Our Lady of Good Counsel School

They say time is never ending,
but is that really true
they say the end is impending,
like the damp morning dew
But have you a clue
what’s coming for you
a hurricane of sadness
a whirlpool of despair
unnecessary illness
even though it isn’t fair
but maybe life is just unfinished business,
and happiness is just around the chair.

 “A Fleeting Glance at the Past”
Sofia F., grade 8,

Our Lady of Good Counsel School

When one finds oneself longing for a certain time,
Remember that the time we have now is ephemeral,
And even though it’s an uphill climb,
The here and now must be treated like an emerald.
In the words of Penn,
“Time is what we want most, but what we use the worst”
So remember now and then,
To remind yourselves that time can’t be reversed.
And though now we may trudge along,
Recall dear cohorts,
That though the days are long,
The years are short.

Tattoos
By Julia K., grade 8, Our Lady of Good Counsel

All the ink
that covers my body
are all the stories

I could never tell
Secrets I always kept
Every confession I never made
Tons of memories
made into drawings
will stay with me forever
All the things that have hit me so hard
Are now visible
You look at me and you might judge
But I am covered
With the stories of my life

Paper
By Tommy F., grade 7,

Our Lady of Good Counsel School

It looks like a magic carpet floating in the wind
paper is a tree that was once skinned
It was recently the stem of a tree
there are two sides of paper, not three
and as you may overlook this piece of art
it has lots of history and the idea is smart
In China paper was made out of bamboo
and that’s about it, as I think it through
It started as papyrus in Egypt
they were smart and strategic
papyrus was a good-sized plant
but not used by Ulysses S. Grant
Ulysses S. Grant used something else, I think
maybe he used parchment, pens, and ink
But now it’s just paper and a ballpoint pen
paper is pushed to its limits by men
So paper could be a very useful thing
so don’t overlook it as you overlook string

Nature
By Donald W., grade 7,

Our Lady of Good Counsel School

The crisp wind blows,
The ocean’s limits no one knows,
The fields of grass,
Green with grace,
Nature fills all,
Earth and Space,
The clouds,
A wisp of white,
They’re in the air,
Until night,
The sky the sky,
Filled at night,
With gleaming stars,
That shine so bright,
Until day,
We wait in fright,
The sun has risen,
It beholds such light,
It shines all day,
With all its might,
Until it goes down,
Out of sight

By Dave, grade 3, Our Lady of Good Counsel

Children’s Connection
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Jan & Dan Laytham
Dianne Van Volkenburg

Office: 703-757-3222
Susan Canis

Associate Realtor
Anne Erickson

Associate Realtor

Great Falls $1,599,999

Great Falls $2,999,000

Great Falls $1,790,000

Great Falls $849,500Great Falls $799,000

Great Falls $925,000

Great Falls $3,999,000 Clifton $1,297,000

Great Falls $1,197,000
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