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By Caleb A., grade 4

By Haley T., grade 4

Cherry Run Elementary

By Mrs. Ko’s
class, grade 2

By Tom W.,
grade 5

By Lauren H.,
grade 6
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Children’s Connection
Burke Connection Editor

Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or

south@connectionnewspapers.com

D
ear Readers:

This week, the Burke Con-
nection turns over its pages to
the youth and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2015 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
school pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
south@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

Welcome
By Alex S., kindergarten, Cherry Run Elementary

By Zani Xu, of Fairfax, grade 3, Nysmith School

By Eileen
Weisiger,
grade 4,
Wakefield
Forest El-
ementary
School

By Devyn S.,
Anna K.,
Caleigh M. and
Sydney E.,
grade 6,
Cherry Run
Elementary

By Ryan Arnold
of Burke
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Children’s Connection

I am from the smell of chocolate chip
cookies wafting up the stairs,

From the artsy odor of paint, splattered
on the craft table

I am from the sweet, manly fragrance of
Dad’s cologne for date night with Mom

And the woodsy, welcoming smell of my
home

I am from the big green house on
RyanLynn Drive,

And the old shaky swing set in the
enormous backyard.

I am from splashing through the creek
in the woods behind the neighborhood,

And standing on the log, telling stories
at our “Super-Secret Sitting Spot”

I am from racing across the beach with
my 15 cousins as the waves crash into our
legs

From games of Sharks and Minnows as
we swim in the summer rain

I am from decorating the little tree with
candy….. just for the kids

And skipping through the house chant-
ing about trees and hyper pigs

I am from the memory box, labeled
with my name, hidden on Shailey’s closet
shelf,

And the dozens of photos in the scrap-
books in “Mere- Mere’s Kitchen”

I am from “Never do your homework in
the kitchen!” and

“Leave your brother alone!”
I am from hiking up mountains to the

top of the water falls
And eating gooey brownies, sitting on a

fallen tree, legs dangling over the gur-
gling river

I am from rolling around on the carpet
in the rumble room, braided with a
thousand different colors,

From Great- Grandpa’s fancy rocking
chair. The one that has gleaming wood
and golden threads,

The one I’m not supposed to touch
I am from spending Wednesday after-

noons at church,
Singing and playing and praising the

Lord
From eating sloppy barbeque sand-

wiches in the room with the tall cross,
Suspended in the air by invisible cords
I am from Italy and Ireland
From hot gnocchi’s drenched in tomato

sauce on Thanksgiving,
And tender corned beef, on each St.

Patrick’s Day
I am from tree climbing and fort

building,
And playing soccer in the grass that

sparkles with dew, at the early morning
games

I am from siblings and parents and
cousins and family

I am from the things I love
And the memories that swirl in my

heart
— Taegan Pratt,

grade 7, Robinson Secondary School

I am from the forests and grass fields of
Clifton,

I am from the vast extended family that
comes with the Eyob name,

A bloodline that stretches from the
Eritrean nobility to Amharan Generals,

Born to a doctor and a businessman
I am from the enticing scents of a hardy

Ethiopian breakfast,
From the powerful smell of fresh pasta

for lunch,
I am from the gooey gold and wonder-

ful fragrance of lasagna for dinner
I am from the electronic mice and the

slick black keyboards,
I am from the computer games of the

21st century,
Steam games, DotA2, League of Leg-

ends galore!
Surfing the internet, not the cold blue

ocean waves
I am from a brave grandfather, who

walked 564.3 miles for a small glimmer of
hope,

Uncertain of his destiny, he worked and
worked and worked,

A peasant farmer to a general and I
couldn’t be any prouder

I am from a brave grandmother, who
thwarted off sexism and racism,

A young black African banker working
in America,

Oh what a stir she caused,
I am from her determination; I am from

her thick skin
I am from the hard work of my blood-

line,
I am from the ideas of the 21st century,
I am from the games of the internet,
I am from both everything and nothing

— Yaphet Eyob,

grade 8, Robinson Secondary School

I am from a red shuttered house and
pink vibrant bushes

From the colorful, rusty playground and
refreshing lemonade stands

I’m from the house with grass growing
as tall as a tree

The neighborhood kids playing till it
gets dark

From the early morning church services
To matching Jamaican dresses with my

sister
I am from the loud weird cousins and

funny grandparents
From the home where music is always

playing
I am from “wakey, wakeys” in the

morning
And “night nights,” just as the sun goes

down
I am from the Disney sippy cups
And scents of fresh warm chicken
From the long bike rides in the spring
And hot chocolate in the winter

The fashion shows every Friday
To the family stories every Sunday
I am from the “yellos”
To the “shut your clappers”
From the strawberry syrup
And the Barbie doll skits
I am from my Webkins collection
A Winnie the Pooh themed room
From Mrs. Dianna’s daycare
I am from the exotic paintings on the

wall
The wooden piano downstairs
 I am from the dad who never is with-

out a camera
Snapping pictures of anything insight
I am from, “love your neighbor as

yourself”
From the mom who is always smiling
The sister who loves books
To apple juice
And bologna sandwiches
Underneath my bed
And in the cabinet above the sink
Are piles on piles of past days
Spilling out pictures from “the olden

times”
Each one with a specific memory

— Zahra Edwards,

grade 8, Robinson Secondary School

I am from the pine trees that sway day
and night

From a short, curly haired, Peruvian
lady

To the tall El Salvadorian man
I am from the fresh, bright green grass,

with heavy dew
From the window with barking all day

long
I am from the balcony where BBQ has

been a tradition
From the houses in Trujillo and Lima,

Peru.
To the little white house in Burke
I am from the rusty, old purple bicycle

in the garage
From the Beyoncé playing in my

brother’s room to the pitter patter of three
legs.

From the squawking of a green bird
To the Cardinal singing its song.
I am from the boiling pot on the stove

to the cake baking in the oven.
I am from the “Go clean your room!”
I am from “Angyounghaseyo” to “Como

estas?” to “I love you”
I am from branches that can’t be

broken,
 An important family tree.

— Annie Jimenez,

grade 7, Robinson Secondary School

I come from pine trees and firewood,
From the West Coast to the East.
I come from the California orange tree

in my grandmother’s yard,
To the beautiful wildflowers of Tennes-

see.
“Never throw the first punch, but

always throw the last”,
And “Stand up for yourself and others”-

says my mother every day,
She survived breast cancer; pink

ribbons surround her,
As do purple flames of independence.
From my father, I am an artist.
Creativity runs through my veins,
From pencils to paints,
From music to words.
 I come from “YOLO!”
And “Never be afraid!”
To always have courage,
To always be brave.
I grew up with “You Are My Sunshine”,
 And “My Darling Clementine”,
Then on to “Hey There Delilah”,
All music, that’s what I come from,
Music, Art, and Love.

— Abby Deaton,

grade 7, Robinson Secondary School

I Am From Where are you from?
Teacher Adrienne Forte’s creative writing class at

Robinson Secondary School wrote poems about fam-
ily: where they came from, their roots, what makes
them and completes them. These poems will warm up
your heart.

By Eunsoo Gang, grade 4, Mosby Woods Elementary
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

• Seedless Navel Oranges • Red Grapefruit
• Honey Tangerine • Honeybells in January Only

Premium Florida Citrus truck coming to your area
Direct from our grove to you • No shipping fees

Burke Nursery
& Garden Center

Parking Lot
9401 Burke Road

Thursdays once a month
9 a.m. to 12 noon

Jan. 8th, Feb. 5th, March
5th, April 2nd

Oak Hill
Burke Garden Center

3155 West Ox Road
Wednesdays once a month

2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
January 7th,
February 4th,

March 4th, April 1st

For more locations: www.citrusunlimited.com • 772-473-1734

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@BurkeConnection

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered to
homes and businesses.

Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
burke@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
 Editor ❖ 703-778-9414

kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Amna Rehmatulla
Editorial Assistant

703-778-9410 ext.427
arehmatulla@connectionnewspapers.com

Tim Peterson
Community Reporter

703-314-0789
tpeterson@connectionnewspapers.com

Jon Roetman
Sports Editor ❖ 703-752-4013

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
@jonroetman

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

e-mail:
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

703-778-9431

Steve Hogan
Display Advertising, 703-778-9418

shogan@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411

classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant

703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren

Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic
Photography:

Deb Cobb, Craig Sterbutzel
Art/Design:

Laurence Foong, John Heinly
Production Manager:

Geovani Flores

Special Assistant to the Publisher
Jeanne Theismann

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9426
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

Burke
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Children’s Connection

By Megan Sullivan

Grade 8, Robinson Secondary School

They say
Precipitation
In the form of
Ice crystals
I say
Pure magic
I say
Fresh white blankets
Waiting for snow angels
Footprints
Igloos
Snowmen
To dot the blank canvas
I say
A child’s savior
School bells ring early
School bells chime late
School bells fall silent
Cheers erupt everywhere

I say
Barricades and fortresses
Stockpiles of ammunition
A wet, cold, laughing face
Revenge
In the form of
Snowballs
I say
Bright purple toboggans
Madly tugging yellow strings
Shouting- Wait! How do you steer?
Unexpected icy ramps
A glorious airborne second
Crashing back to earth
Screams of victory
Trudging back up the hill
They say
Precipitation
In the form of
Ice crystals
I say
They need
New dictionary writers.

Define ‘Snow’
By Katie Child, grade 4, Mantua Elementary.

By Sarayu
Soma, grade 6

Eagle View

Art Gallery

By Daniella
Contreras, grade 6

By Justin Yi, grade 1

By Catherine Gordon,
grade 4
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Townhouse garden design
and installation

Make your garden
dreams come true!

FREE CONSULTATION
www.jewelboxgardensbysuzanne.com

jewelboxgardensbysuzanne@gmail.com

DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS

Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment
in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS,

A SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END-OF-THE-SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION

BY OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2014-2015 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

www.kiddiecountry.com

REGISTER
NOW!

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

I give hugs to everyone. I hug my friends Jason
and Jack. I hug my teacher Mrs. Manikas. I hug Ms.
Adams the Assistant Principal. People like my hugs
so much that they give me a hug back. I give hugs.

— Michael Grundy

In August my friend Leah had a birthday. Her mom
gave me some tokens. There was another friend of
mine called Jade. Every game she lost so I gave a
prize that I won at the prize box. She was so happy
and I was happy too.

— Angelia DeJesus

Whenever I’m with my cousin Allie, my aunt leans
over to me and whispers in my ear, “you’re a great
cousin.”

— Shelby Gilliland

Mr. Squeaks is my guinea pig. I feed him,
squeakersize him (exercise him). I am also respon-
sible for cleaning his cage. That’s a big and messy
job. He runs around when I’m trying to clean it. My
dad says, “thank you for cleaning his cage.”

— Brady McDonald

My cat loves when I always wash her flowery
purple and white fuzzy blanket before she goes to
sleep. She likes it because when she sleeps, her blan-

ket is warm and she does not have to breathe in her
own fur. I know she likes it cause when she lays down,
she meows then rubs her head on my leg.

— Josey Whitaker

I am thankful for my family because I know when
I am scared, they are there with me. When they are
not, I just imagine they are there with me.

— Luke Peter

When I go to Mr. Herz’ and ride and groom his
horses, I always have fun while he watches me. He
is always kind and he never says no. He has 20 horses
and I get to play with every single one! It makes me
really happy. The best part is when I get to braid
their manes.

— Julia Hughes

I used to live in an all downstairs house in Florida.
When I heard that we were moving to a newer house,
I was excited. So many possibilities. So many fea-
tures. I was so thankful at that time. When I got to
the new house, it was just how I expected. We fi-
nally had two floors and even a pool. I thanked my
parents so much and said, “good things are about to
happen.”

— Matthew Newton

Mrs. Zavaleta’s fourth graders at Cherry Run Elementary write about things that make them think
“Thanks!” or times when they were “Giving.”

Giving ‘Thanks’
Children’s Connection
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Are we ready to act while...
The Seasons change?
The rain drops fall and the flowers

sprout,
The temperature goes up without a

doubt?
While the leaves flutter to the ground,
And the snow piles up a mound?
Yes, we are,
To enjoy and cherish nature.
Are we ready to act while...
The Times go by?
The years rush fast,
And our hearts forget the past?
While new memories are made,
And old ones start to fade?
Yes, we are,
To remember memories of our life.

Are we ready to act while...
The Opportunities are available?
Even when decisions are hard to make,
And one ponders all night, awake.
Trying to select the option of competi-

tion,
But hesitating because friends are on

the same mission?
Yes, we are.
To step up and seize the opportunity.
Are we ready to act while...
The World suffers?
Saving the environment,
Remembering that we are coexistent.
Cleaning up after ourselves,
Energetically recycling everything on

shelves.
Yes, we are,
To save and conserve the world we love.

Promise to Ourselves By Jessica Hong

Grade 9/Fairfax High School

All of us despise alarm clocks,
It’s just not fair,
Why do they sound like goose flocks
Being the first to greet us in the morn-

ing air?
Why do alarm clocks even exist?
There is only one useful function:
The snooze button we all smash with

our fist,

Then, we can go back to our sweet
imagination.

All alarm clocks do is annoy.
Waking up has become a chore,
No one will wake up with joy,
For it is alarm clocks we have chosen

to ignore.

Truth About Alarm Clocks
By Jessica Hong

Grade 9/Fairfax High School

Laurel Ridge Art Gallery

By Tommy Rustia, grade 6

By Fiona Murphy, grade 5

By Megan Smith, grade 6

By Benny
Glassman,
grade 6

Children’s Connection

By Aditi Venkataraman, grade 1

By Aniya
Stewart-
Morrow,
grade 6,
Eagle View
Elementary

By Ava Dunn, grade 4

By Ai Vy Le, grade 6

By Trinity So, grade 3

By Dillon Brody, grade 5

Wakefield Forest Art Gallery

By Celeste Lucado, grade 1

By Elizabeth Jo, grade 6
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When I grow up I want to be a sur-
geon. My first reason why I want to be a
surgeon is I want to learn more about
surgery. Secondly is I want to get cool
gear and a cool mask. My third reason is
that I want to save so many peoples lives.
My fourth reason is that I want to study
hard to become a great surgeon. Lastly
is I want to help people and make them
feel better. I can’t wait to grow up and
become a great surgeon.

— Juliana Mendoza

When I grow up, I want to be a third
grade teacher like Mrs. Hockenbury be-
cause I want to pass down what I have
learned to other children. I also want to
be a third grade teacher because it is nice
to have children around and children
bring joy. As a teacher, I would give them
as much time as they need to work and I
would be really nice to them. I would
make learning fun!

— Hamsini Rangarajan

Since my first Robotics class in second
grade, I have wanted to be a scientist. It
is always so cool to discover things and
invent new gadgets. And I thought that
having a lab would be so awesome!
Working with gears, axles and program-
ming is one of my most favorite things
to do. I’m into all of it! I have kits that
help me learn the use of gears and pro-
gramming. Many times when there is a
problem, I think of inventing something
new that can solve the problem.

— Anika Saraf

When I grow up I have a number of
things I want to do. I would like to go to
Virginia Tech and become an engineer.
During the summer I want to be a
zookeeper and take care of the giraffes.
When I’m like 30 I will quit engineering
and become a submariner. I want a huge
submarine and I want to see lots of
seahorses. Finally when I’m old I will be
a Breyer’s ice cream taste tester.

— Serene Salhab

When I Grow Up…
Mosby Woods Elementary School's third graders write about what they want to be

when they grow up.

Children’s Connection

By Aidan Harbison, grade 6

Mosby Woods Elementary

By Namkhang Dao, grade 6

By Kiana Johnson, grade 6

By Jenna Do, grade 5

A Good Friend
What makes you a good friend: a helper,

a listener, a person who has things in com-
mon with you, and someone to share with.
A friend will be there for you when you have
a bad day. He or she will cheer you up. If
something was wrong, a friend would lis-
ten. If you’re going to the clinic, a friend
would take you to the clinic and back. If a
person hurt your friend’s feelings you would
take your friend to play games that means
you are a true friend. All of the above makes
you a good friend.

— Anthony Amaya,

grade 4

Winter
A snowflake hits the ground, without a

single sound
Another floats through the air, without a

single care
Yet another flies from the skies and lands

on the ground
I roll around, on the fluffy white ground
One drifts in midair, then neither here nor

there
I’m aware that winter is in the air.

— Paul Duggar,

grade 4

Reflections
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www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.
703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM
 Worship Service

10:30 AM

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center
“Experience the Difference”

bb
To Advertise Your Community
of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Children’s Connection

By Minn Jun, grade 1, Greenbriar East Elementary

My favorite toy is a bear. I got
him for Christmas from my dad.
My dog sometimes bites my
bear. My bear is humongous.
My bear is white. I love my
teddy bear because my dad and
mom gave me it. My bear’s
name is Beary. My big sisters
have a bear too. I sleep with
him every night.

My bear wears a shirt. I made
his shirt. My bear never wears
another shirt. My bear’s favor-
ite food is pretzels. I got my
bear when I was 4 years old. My
bear does not have teeth.

— Becky Stuart,

grade 2,

Hunt Valley Elementary

My Favorite Toy

By Erin
Nolasco,
grade 5,
Greenbriar
East El-
ementary

By Megan
Molloy,
grade 6,
Greenbriar
East El
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Christmas Eve:
It was a beautiful sight as dusk fell over

the village of Iceville. All the snowpeople
were up and about, unaware that the sun
was watching them closely. As they all
went to sleep, the snowchildren wonder-
ing what Santa got them, the sun slowly
drifted ever so closer to the village. The
rustling he made was so conspicuous that
it had awoken all the little snowchildren.
Now the whole village had awoken, and
was wondering, “who could that be?” As
they got out of their snowbeds and went
out their doors, the carrots on their faces
nearly fell off. Everyone was so very
frightened, they all went back inside. But
one very brave snowchild had not gone
inside. He heard shouts of “come in!” and
“take cover kid!” but he did not back
down. “Go in kid” growled the sun. “Get
lost!”

“Never!” yelled the snowchild as he
tried to climb his house. His plan was
pathetic, to try to jump onto the sun from
his roof to freeze him. But it might just

Trash
Getting tossed out
Into an empty bin
Like a black hole
There is no turning back
Like an outcast
Shunned by many
There is no greeting
It suffers
Alone
Rain
A touch of blessing
For all the flowers
A source of life
From the gracious sky

The pouring ceases
Droplets on the leaves
In one warm,
Breezy morning
Calendar
Oh how I wish
You were never there
To count the days
To remind me
Of all the test days
I look at you
With hope
Wishing this year would end
A little sooner

How Frosty Saved Iceville

By Hansae Kwon

Grade 11, Woodson High School
Trash

work. As he jumped off his roof, he yelled
“Geronimo!” and the sun just laughed.
As he made contact with the sun though,
he saw a small snowflake form on the
sun, expanding to the word “Frosty”, and
that expanded into a sheet of ice cover-
ing the sun, as the sun retreated back to
the sky.

Christmas:
The next day, there was a parade for

the snowchild on the streets of Iceville.
His new nickname was “Frosty”, so they
all yelled “Three cheers for Frosty!”

“Hip Hip Hooray!”
“Hip Hip Hooray!”
“Hip Hip Hooray!”
 And the village of Iceville lived hap-

pily ever after.

 THE END

— Sean Kastantin,

grade 4, Oak View Elementary

School

By Ejun Kim, Grade 8,
Westminster School

By Ejun Kim, Grade 8,
Westminster School

Children’s Connection

By Kinsley H., grade 2, Providence Elementary By Ibrahim E., grade 6, Providence ElementaryBy Kevin, kindergarten, Providence Elementary
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$24.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

5631-B Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA  22015

4600 John Marr Dr., Suite #401
Annandale, VA  22003

• Free Initial Exam
• 40+ Years Experience
• Two Board Certified Orthodontists
• In Network Providers for MetLife,
   Delta Dental & United Concordia

703-750-9393
www.dutson-ellisortho.com

Met Life, Delta, BCBS/Carefirst

and United Concordia Provider

Weekdays • Saturdays • Evenings

24 Hour Emergency Care

8998-E Lorton Station Blvd.
Lorton, VA  22079

To advertise, please call Steve Hogan at 703-778-9418

The Doctors of
BURKE PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
Wish You A HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
The Corner of Rt. 123 (Ox Rd.) & Burke Centre Pkwy.

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Children’s Connection

Surprise
When Illie and Carlo went trick-or-treating a man

popped out from a tree. Illie’s teeth started to clat-
ter. Carlo started to cry and wail. Illie’s parents
shouted at the man. Then everyone laughed because
Grandpa had surprised them. It was grandpa who
was behind the tree. “Rattle” went the kids’ bags as
they were laughing.

— Emily Monahan,

grade 3, Cherry Run Elementary

What Makes a
Good Friend

If you are new to a school the first thing you need
is a good friend. I have had a best friend since sec-
ond grade. It all started in PE. We were jogging and
I asked him who his friends were. He said I was and
another boy. I said okay and jogged off. We are still
good friends.

— Kaleb Blaylock,

grade 3, Cherry Run Elementary

If you get hurt a good friend asks you if you’re
okay. If you ask to play he says yes. He lets you go
first in a game and he is always nice.

— Noah Gideon,

grade 3, Cherry Run Elementary

The Best Thing
The best thing that has happened to me is earning

State Ambassador. I represent the state of Virginia.
When I first knew I was chosen I was so happy. I got
a sash and a crown. I’ll treasure it forever.

— Ariel Russell,

grade 3, Cherry Run Elementary

How Would I
Change School?

The one thing I would change about school is to
make specials longer. We all would get better at PE,
Music, FLES, and Art. We could get better jobs like
gym teacher, art teacher, translator, and music
teacher.

— Claire Copes,

grade 3, Cherry Run Elementary

When I Grow Up
When I get older I want to be a catcher for the

Nationals. After Little League I plan to play for Lake
Braddock High School. I hope to get to play for a
college team, maybe get a scholarship to a really big
name school. Then if I am a good enough college
player, I want to try out for the P-Nats, the farm team
for the Nationals. The nice thing about being a
catcher is there are fewer people that want to be a
catcher; most want to be pitchers. I hope my dream
can come true!

— Tyler Kimble,

grade 4, Cherry Run Elementary School

When I grow up I want to be a marine biologist. I
want to be a marine biologist because I want to take
care of turtles at the aquarium. Turtles are my favor-
ite animal of all. I have been fascinated by turtles
since I was a little boy. I really like the turtle in Find-
ing Nemo. His name is Squirt. Being a marine biolo-
gist is an awesome job.

— Grayson Taylor,

grade 4, Cherry Run Elementary

The Worst Thing That
Ever Happened to Me

The worst thing that ever happened to me was
when I broke my finger. I was at the gym with my
friend, and my hand hit the ground. I couldn’t feel
anything, so my mom took me to the doctor. She
said to rest my hand, but the next day my hand was
still hurting, so I got a couple of x-rays and found
out my finger was fractured! I was scared to get a
cast, but I got to choose a RED, WHITE, and BLUE
one. I couldn’t do sports for two weeks or even go
outside! It was awful.

— Michael Beene,

grade 5, Cherry Run Elementary

Reflections

By Amaya Campbell, Grade 2, Mantua
Elementary.
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

Fall Special!

10% off

crescenthomeservices@gmail.com
www.crescenthomehandyman.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”
www.pphionfine.com

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3137(703) 590-3137

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

The reward 
of a thing 

well done, is 
to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo
Emerson

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.comAn expert is someone 

who knows some of the worst
mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Children’s Connection

By Trudy, grade 8By Luke, grade 7

By Dave, grade 3

Our Lady of Good Counsel

Desire
By Emily S.,

grade 7

The aching desires of the few,
include the necessities for me and you,
but the vast majority want the new,
they want the luxury and they lust,
because they must,
they need the future in the past,
they need products that must last,
for as long as they want them to.
What happened to this world, what must

we do?

release the greed,
make a creed,
and find the greatness in giving and not

wanting,
loving not taunting,
and fulfill the deserved desires of peace,

nourishment, and fair treatment for others,
for the fathers, children, brothers, sisters,

and mothers.

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Ocean Pines

Dr.Donald Anthony Fleger, age 85, passed into 
eternal rest at Atlantic General Hospital on Sunday, 

December 14, 2014. Born November 21, 1929, in Cleveland, 
Ohio, he was the son of the late Anthony A. and Mary Nemec 
Fleger.  He is survived by his beloved wife of 59 years Mary 

K. Fleger and children, Kathleen Mary Tracy and her 
husband Patrick of Pittsburgh, PA, Dwayne Edward Fleger 

and his wife Marti of Reston, VA and Stephen Anthony 
Fleger and his wife Melanie of Herndon, VA. There are nine 

grandchildren, Patrick Tracy, Christopher Tracy, Timothy 
Tracy, Cassie Jackson, Kirstie Fleger, Kalla Fleger, 

Katherine Fleger, Andrew Fleger, Jordan Fleger, and four 
great-grandchildren, Madison Fleger, Lilliane Fleger, Andrew 

Fleger, Jr., and Evelyn Fleger.

His family moved to Washington, DC in 1940 when his father 
was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. During 
that tenure, Don attended Capital Page School where he 

served two years as a Page in the US House.. He attended 
University of VA and was a 1955 graduate of the George-
town University School of Dentistry. He then served as a 
dentist in the US Army for two years as a Captain while 

stationed at Fort Meade, MD. Following his discharge, he 
moved his family to Virginia and opened a dental practice. 
After 30 years he retired to Ocean Pines in 1988. There he 
served as an active member of the Environmental Control 

Committee for approximately 20 years.

Donald was an affectionate husband and caring father who 
adored his grandchildren and great grandchildren. In his 

spare time he enjoyed boating, wood working, model building 
and watching the Washington Redskins. Above all, he will be 

remembered for his love of family, optimistic outlook and 
tenacious drive to never give up.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Friday, December 
19, 2014 at 11:00 AM at St. John Neumann Catholic Church. 

Friends may call on Wednesday, December 17, from 3:00 
until 6:00 PM at the Burbage Funeral Home in Berlin. Pray-
ers will be said beginning 4:00 PM by Rev. William Porter. A 

donation in his memory may be made to: St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research Hospital 262 Danny Thomas Place, 

Memphis TN, 38105. Letters of condolence may be sent via: 
www.burbagefuneralhome.com   

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Restaurant Maint. Tech
w/ HVAC & Kitchen Equip. EXP. Light 

building and electrical knowledge. Must 
be at least 21 years of age and have valid 

DL and a good driving record, and able to 
pass a bkground check. Please put your 

salary requirement. Send resumes to 
mbyrne@janjer.com  or call Mike Byrne at 

301-370-8434.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Falls Church AntiqueS

Christmas Shop Now Open!

Best Kept Secret of The Metro Area!

Falls Church Antique Co.
250W. Broad St. Falls Church, Va • 703-2419642

Unique collection of antiques and collectibles,
including furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery,

sterling silver, paintings, prints and more!
Fun home and gift ideas!

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Kumkang, Inc trading as 
Delicioso, 7863  Heritage 
Drive, Annandale, VA 22003. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
FOR A Beer on Premises 
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Sun Hee 
Lee, President.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 
objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 
or 800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Give me 
where to stand,
and I will move

the earth.
-Archimedes
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday by appointment only.

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!


