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Presenting ‘The Last Five Years’
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The Metropolitan School
of the Arts students

Chad Vann of Alexandria,
Sam Cornbrooks of Springfield,

Kyra Smith of Alexandria, and
Ben Cherington of Lorton present
“The Last Five Years” musical this

weekend in Washington, D.C.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

E
ight days after offering the public
the first of any kind of official
explanation for officer-involved
shooting of Springfield resident

John Geer, the Board of Supervisors took
another step.

Though they didn’t share any further in-
formation on the case, chairman Sharon
Bulova and the panel returned from an ex-
tended closed session on Jan. 13 with a
motion with the potential to affect govern-
ment transparency.

“Until John Geer was shot on August 2[9],
2013,” Bulova’s motion statement reads,
“the procedures adopted by the Police Chief
for public disclosure regarding officer in-
volved shootings seemed to establish a rea-
sonable balance between the county’s duty
to make timely disclosure and the concerns
the police chief has expressed about con-
ducting a professional investigation and the
safety of officers involved in a shooting in-
cident.”

The statement goes on to explain that the
police policies don’t account for the way this
particular case has been passed from the
Fairfax County Police Department to the
Commonwealth Attorney to the Department
of Justice, all over the course of the past 16
months and change.

THOSE 16 MONTHS included a $12 mil-
lion civil case filed against the county. As
part of that case, a Fairfax Circuit Court

judge has ordered more documents and
records of the police action the day of the
shooting be produced within the month.

“The board is also aware of concerns ex-
pressed by some members of the public to
the effect that the police chief should not
be responsible for both establishing and
implementing the policies for disclosures
relating to police-involved shootings,”
Bulova’s statement reads.

There are no more admissions or revela-
tions on the Geer case itself. Instead, Bulova
claims to have “reached out to Attorney
General Mark Herring for his suggestions
for a process for us to identify professional
organizations and/or resources that can
work with us to review our policies and rec-
ommend appropriate changes.”

The idea would be to prevent such a de-
lay from happening again, given a case with

similar circumstances.
In addition to her attempt to connect with

Herring, Bulova moved to direct the County
Executive to locate “independent expertise
in the field of Police Department operations
and, specifically, in the area of policies and
procedures with respect to information dis-
closures in the case of police involved
shootings.”

The County Executive would also be
charged with figuring out funding source
and procedure for the board to retain such
a resource. Pat Herrity (R-Springfield) was
the first of all the supervisors to weigh in
on the motion.

“I reluctantly support the motion,” he
said. “I think it’s too little too late. The ac-
tual motion gives no policy direction on
transparency, though I believe that’s the
intent. “There’s no provision to engage our

citizens in the process,” he continued. “This
to me smells of outsourcing policy-making.
I hope that’s not the intent. I believe we
need to engage our citizens, engage our staff
and have a transparency conversation on
this topic.”

Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville)
didn’t read the motion as an attempt to ex-
clude the public, nor as too little too late.
But, he conceded, “there is a perception in
the public that police should not be advis-
ing us on police disclosure procedures. I
think that’s legitimate.”

Supervisor Michael Frey (R-Sully) voiced
his lack of support for the motion, saying:
“Our role in the investigation was com-
pleted promptly. “It’s not any of our actions,
or a result of anything we did that the U.S.
Department of Justice has not completed
their investigation over the course of a year.
That’s not anything we did, there’s no lack
of transparency on our part or any fault of
our process.”

SUPERVISORS Cook (R-Braddock),
Hyland (D-Mount Vernon), Hudgins (D-
Hunter Mill), McKay (D-Lee) and Smyth (D-
Providence) all signed on with the motion,
acknowledging the benefit of looking at
policy changes to speed up the information
disclosure process.

“The community needs to know where
does the buck stop?” said Hudgins. “It ac-
tually does stop with us. This gives us more
than the opportunity to maintain the due
diligence to the case that it needs. It gives
us also an opportunity to work with the
community, I hope.”

Bulova’s motion calls for contracting with
whatever organization the County Execu-
tive, in consultation with the Attorney
General’s office, comes up with by Febru-
ary or March.

The motion passed with only supervisors
Frey and Hyland dissenting.

Supervisors Seek Outside Help with Transparency
“Independent
expertise” to
advise on information
disclosure policies.

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova reads
her statement calling for outside input on improving information
disclosure policies.
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By Reena Singh

The Connection

F
airfax County Public Schools’ Su-
perintendent Dr. Karen Garza is
proposing a $2.4 billion budget

for the 2015-16 school year.
The proposed Fairfax County Public

Schools’ budget includes funds for full-
day Mondays, teacher compensation and
later high school start times while still
finding room for $55.4 million in cuts.

“We are great because we have great
people,” said Garza at the School Board
meeting Jan. 8. “Compensation is a pri-
ority, and it’s reflected in the budget I’m
presenting to you tonight.”

She said that the non-competitive com-
pensation offered to teachers makes
some look elsewhere like Alexandria City
Schools or Arlington Public Schools.

$39.7 million will be used for step in-
creases for teachers.

More than 80 percent of the budget is
going towards instruction, however, with
$18.6 million being added due to the ex-
pected enrollment increase.

Enrollment is expected to reach 188,106
next school year.

The budget is $64 million - 2.6 percent
increase - from the current year’s budget.
Even so, there have been $55.4 million in
reductions with more planned for fiscal year
2017.

None of next year’s budget included staff
cuts according to Garza. However, at this
time next year, she said the School Board
can expect a deficit of $100 million.

“It’s my opinion that we have nothing left
to cut,” she said, adding that the school sys-
tem has cut a total of $435 million since
2008.

“This includes more that 2,175 positions,”
she said. “These are real cuts.”

She was also concerned that there would
be no room for innovation in the upcoming
strategic plan due to the lack of school
funds.

“We urge our county Board of Supervi-
sors to fully fund this request,” she said.

Dranesville District School Board mem-
ber Jane Strauss recalled Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman Sharon Bulova stating at a
previous meeting about the importance of
funding education.

She also commended Garza for compen-
sating teachers more money.

“Paying our teachers has got to be the
number one priority in this budget,” Strauss
said. “We cannot afford to continue to sink.”

Student Representative Harris LaTeef,
Langley High School senior, was pleased
there were no staff cuts for the upcoming

year.
“Cutting positions when Fairfax

County Public Schools is experiencing
record student enrollment growth would
be counterproductive and I’m glad this
has been avoided,” he said.

“However, the true way we can avoid
cuts that could detrimentally impact our
school system is greater funding from
the Board of Supervisors. The 10th larg-
est school district in the United States
needs to be fully funded.”

Mount Vernon District board member
Dan Storck agreed that more funding is
needed from the county, but added that
an additional stream of revenue may be
necessary if the state funding continues
to be inadequate.

“I hear all the time that we cannot
continue on the path that we’re on, and
I know we do recognize that,” he said.

The $2.4 Billion Question FCPS Superintendent
presents next year’s budget.
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By Tim Peterson
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J
ustin Dolan addressed the state delegates
and senators from his wheelchair rather
than the podium. The 34-year-old Falls
Church resident has cerebral palsy, and re-

ceived an Individual & Family Developmental Dis-
abilities Support waiver.

“I can use my waiver to fund a staff person to help
me with my daily care needs, when I can find some-
one who wants to work for $11.47 an hour with no
benefits,” Dolan said. “The thing I really need is
enough support for me to move out of my mom’s
house and live in the community with friends, but
the waiver doesn’t provide that.”

Dolan asked for a reduction of the waiver wait list,
a redesign of the waiver system itself to offer in-
creased services. He was one of more than 70 speak-
ers given an opportunity to address a panel of del-
egates and senators about to travel to Richmond to
begin the 2015 General Assembly session.

The forum took place Jan. 10 at the Fairfax County
Government Center.

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors Sharon
Bulova was first to speak, addressing the importance
of funding K-12 education in Fairfax County.

“We’re pleased both the General Assembly and
Governor [Terry] McAuliffe were able to protect K-

12 from recent funding cuts,” she said. “In the longer
term, we still need your help.”

Bulova cited the more than 52,000 students in
FCPS that qualify for free and reduced lunch, a fig-
ure she said outnumbers the total population of all
but four school divisions in the state.

FCPS School Board Chair Tammy Derenak Kaufax
followed Bulova, claiming the current K-12 funding
isn’t serving the community well and decrying teach-
ers’ salary ranking with respect to the cost of living.

“I urge you to work on the SOL, reducing the im-
pact of that assessment on students,” she said.

More than 70 members of the public were each given
three minutes to address the delegation. Though the
subject matter varied from social services for mental
illness and substance abuse disorders to filling circuit
court judge vacancies, one common theme was the
lack of resources, people trying to do more with less.

Several individuals spoke out about the closure of
the Northern Virginia Training Center (NVTR), a state
residence serving people with intellectual disabili-
ties. Opened in 1973 at 9901 Braddock Road, the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmen-
tal Disabilities plans to close the center in March 2016
in favor of a more community-based system.

“The quality of life has been been compromised
by degrading services,” said Judith Korf of Reston.
Korf was at the forum representing the Parents and
Associates of the Northern Virginia Training Center.
“We need to keep it open in a smaller and more ef-
fective footprint.”

Jonathan Damm of Reston used his three minutes
to raise the issue of toxic turf fields at FCPS schools.
His main concern was children being exposed to
chemicals on ground-up tire rubber used to make
the fields. “We need to ban the use of crumb rub-
ber,” he said. “There are alternative materials that
could be used, but they’re more expensive.”

General Assembly Fairfax
delegation holds public
meeting prior to session
start in Richmond.

Legislators Meet Constituents

Chris McHugh (left) of San Francisco, legal guardian of
his brother Joseph who lives at the Northern Virginia
Training Center, speaks with Del. David Bulova (D-37)
following the Fairfax delegation public forum.

Sean Corcoran of Fairfax (left) speaks with Del. Mark Sick-
les (R-43) following the Fairfax delegation public forum.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

What brought you out today?Viewpoints

Suzette Kern of Spring-
field:

“I’m here
as the
secretary of
the Fairfax-
Falls Church
Community
Services

Board, supporting early
intervention services for
infants and toddlers.”

Julia Stephens of Fairfax:
“I’m with

Psychiatric
Rehabilita-
tion Ser-
vices. In
seven
months of
operation,

our crisis texting program in
response to the number of
suicides in schools has had
2,100 texting conversations.”

Al Francese of Clifton:
“I’m here

with
Centreville
Citizens for
Rail, advocat-
ing for eight-
car Metro
trains, a second

tunnel under the Potomac and a
dedicated long-term funding
source.”

Teresa Champion of Spring-
field:

“I’m here
with the
Virginia Autism
Project, push-
ing for the
governor to
pardon

Reginald ‘Neli’ Latson. Latson is
a young man with autism and
intellectual disability who needs
treatment rather than punish-
ment.”

Grace Reef of Burke:
“I’m here

with Child Care
Aware of
Virginia. Our
top priority is
that children
not die in child
care. Safety is

an issue with providers that can
be unlicensed until they have
over six unrelated children.”

David Marks of Fairfax:
“I’m here

with the
Fairfax Bar
Association.
We need to
pay for our
judges. They
have a

massive caseload. It’s justice
denied to our citizens.”

Debbie Kilpatrick of
Clifton:

“I’m here
as president
of the
Fairfax
County
Council of
PTA. Fairfax
County is an

excellent place to live, work,
raise children and grow old.
We need to continue to invest,
and explore funding options.”

Teresa Elder of Springfield:
“I’m here

supporting HB
1445. My son
Tommy is 22
and has had a
seizure disor-
der since he
was six months

old. I’ve seen the benefit of
medical marijuana. We’re not
talking about recreational
marijuana.”

Richard Kennedy of Lorton:
“Most

marijuana fears
have been
disproved. It
has amazing
benefits, it’s
better than
most foods we

consume. Kids shouldn’t use it,
but prohibition isn’t helping.”

Connor (left) and Sharon
(right) Cummings of
Fairfax:

“I’m here
supporting SB
957, closing a
loophole
regarding
autism. Early
intervention is
responsible for

much of my son Connor’s success
today. Education for parents is
needed to help them understand
their children.”
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W
ith the sentencing of former
Virginia governor Bob
McDonnell fresh on their
minds, many northern Vir-

ginia members of the delegation to the state
General Assembly expect ethics reform to
be a focal point at the session beginning
Jan. 14.

“I’m hoping we’re going to take what was
a painful experience to watch into a posi-
tive 2015,” said Del. David Bulova (D-37).
“It gives us a chance for asking how do we
do things better down in Richmond, and to
minimize the chance someone falls into that
same trap.”

McDonnell was found guilty on corrup-
tion charges, of receiving gifts in return for
political favors, and sentenced to serving
two years in prison.

The General Assembly addressed ethics
last year, including a bill more tightly regu-
lating legislators’ travel, according to Del.
Mark Sickles (R-43).

“When we tackled that last year, a sig-
nificant number in the General Assembly
really felt that however ill-advised, the gov-
ernor wouldn’t be convicted,” said Del.
Vivian Watts (D-39). “The conviction made
everyone realize it doesn’t matter how Vir-
ginia laws have been on the books more on
gentleman’s honor than letter of the law.
You can be convicted under federal stan-
dards of behavior and we need to take a
very strong look at what we’re doing.”

BUDGET BALANCING AND MEDICAID
EXPANSION will also draw attention, ac-
cording to legislators. The assembly will
massage a two-year budget that was passed
in a 2014 session.

“Our economy has been soft the last two
years and we have required deposits to
make into our rainy day fund, Virginia Re-
tirement System, all sorts of bills to pay,”
said state Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34).
“There will probably be cuts across the
board; almost every state agency with a
three-to-five percent reduction, is probably
what the governor will be seeking.”

“Expanding Medicaid may be a fight, but
it’s already been fought,” said Del. Dave
Albo (R-42), referring to the special session
in September 2014 when the General As-
sembly opposed a bill that would take ad-
vantage of federal assistance under the Af-
fordable Care Act.

“Except it’s not free,” Albo continued. “I
would love to take care of the 400,000
people, what the bill basically seeks. The
federal government says they have money

to pay 90 percent. Just the 10 percent share
for Virginia is $230 million. We’re already
in the hole before we walk into the General
Assembly. Where are we going to find $230
million?”

Others disagree, that passing on the fed-
eral money is too much of a missed oppor-
tunity.

“It’s the right thing to do,” said state Sen.
Dave Marsden (D-37). “If people could vote
without political consequences, it’s the right
thing to pass. But if you touch anything to
do with Obamacare, you will get challenged
in a primary. I’m not optimistic. We’ve al-
ready lost over a year now where the gov-
ernment pays 100 percent.”

CONTINUED FUNDING for transporta-
tion and social services are hopes from some
of northern Virginia’s civic and business
leaders.

“We’re blessed, as recipients of some top
of the line road projects in the greater
Springfield area over past 10 years,” said
Nancy-jo Manney, executive director of the
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce.
“Maintenance of those nice roads is key. If
we don’t have the infrastructure main-
tained, adequate to future growth, busi-
nesses won’t come, and won’t stay.”

Holly Dougherty, executive director of the
Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce
echoed the sentiment that past transporta-
tion improvements have been well-received,
but continued work such as road width con-
sistency along U.S. Route 1 from the Beltway
to the Prince William County line, as well
as re-synchronizing the highway’s traffic
lights, is imperative. “Congestion relief will
help economic development, things that give
the best return to Virginia taxpayers. That
will help our businesses so they’re more
competitive in this part of Fairfax County.”

Whether or not they already receive much
funding from the state or county, non-profit
executive directors like Meg Brantley at
ECHO in Springfield will be watching the
budget cuts carefully. “If they did some-
thing, cut away Medicaid, that would would
mean community-based organizations
would need to pick up the tab for more
medical programs than they do now.”

Robert Petitti, executive director at
Koinonia in Franconia, said another angle
to watch is whether the state can earmark
money for social services agencies and side-
step the county, where he believes money
gets lost.

“The money that’s given out typically isn’t
geared for non-government organizations,”
he said. “It could be done, it’s just do the
politicians have the will do it?”

“The non-profit community can’t be
looked upon to take the slack for providing
services,” said Lisa Whetzel, executive di-
rector of Our Daily Bread in Fairfax. “We’re
already stretched to the bone for doing
more with less. We need to talk about a rev-
enue stream, a new one, but I don’t know
what that would be.”

Delegates, senators,
community leaders
reflect on priorities.

General Assembly
Session Approaches

Sen. Dave Marsden (D-37)
Bills/Causes
❖ Minimum wage bill: “It’s so critical to get money in the hands of people
who will spend and not invest it,” said Marsden. The three-year proposal
would raise wages $.75 first year, $1.10 the second year and $1 the final
year, reaching $10.10. “It keeps everyone on a level playing field. Maryland
and D.C. already have higher minimum wages.”
❖ Bill averaging legislators’ salaries used for calculating retirement over 10
years, as opposed to the current method based on the final three years of
service. Marsden says this would minimize the temptation to lure legislators
to administrative positions to “manipulate the balance of power.”
❖ Working on getting the Department of Corrections, state police to provide
the 24,000 registered sex offenders in the state more information on rules

such as where they can live and how they can travel.
❖ Senator Marsden will host a town hall meeting at 10 a.m. on Feb. 7 at Sleepy Hollow Elementary

School.

Sen. George Barker (D-39)
Bills/Causes
❖ Bill that would allow students in all grades to retake their SOL shortly
after the first exam if they don’t pass. Currently this is an option for high
school students only. “It helps their confidence, keeps them involved in
school,” said Barker. “And it’s a more accurate assessment of how schools are
doing.”
❖ Working on a mental health study commission, lasting from 2014-2017,
that looks broadly at the whole system. Interim reports come out at the end
of 2015.
❖ Bill trying to get more money directed to secondary roads, especially roads
that operate as primary roads but are classified as “secondary.”
❖ Sen. Barker will host a town hall meeting at 10 a.m. on Jan. 24 at
Thompson Center in Kingstowne, along with delegate Sickles and senator

Adam Ebbin (D-30). An additional meeting in Prince William County will be at 10 a.m. on Jan.
31 at the James J. McCoart Administration Building.

Del. Mark Sickles (R-43)
Bills/Causes
❖ Making sure we don’t cut K-12 education spending. “And and if possible,
not cut higher education spending any more,” said Sickles. “I hope we don’t.”
❖ Making the current pre-kindergarten program more “user-friendly,” Sickles
said. “Fairfax County didn’t use all the slots, money allocated to us under
that program. The school board had good reasons, I’m not criticising them.
But we need to make it more flexible and inviting for them to take the
money.”
❖ Bill that allows terminally ill patients to consent to use pharmaceuticals
that haven’t been fully tested.
❖ Sickles will host a town hall meeting at 10 a.m. on Jan. 24 at the
Thompson Center in Kingstone, along with senator George Barker.

Del. Dave Albo (D-42)
Bills/Causes
❖ Bill that would change the wording of “prescribe” to “refer” as it relates to
doctors giving patients access to medical marijuana. This only allows for
cancer and glaucoma. It would benefit people like those with Dravet
Syndrome, epilepsy that begins when children are infants, who claim
marijuana extract helps reduce seizures. “It doesn’t get you high,” said Albo.
“Who am I to say you shouldn’t have access to something that helps your
kid?”
❖ Bill that would give people the opportunity to decide whether their
marriage certificate says “spouse and spouse” or “bride and groom.”
❖ Working on preventing people from developing a dependency on
oxycodone prescription drugs. One idea is putting prescriptions in a health

network that allows multiple doctors to see once a prescription has been made and filled, so
patients can’t take advantage of getting multiple medication fills.

Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41)
Bills/Causes
❖ Two bills on child care reform, including a focus on requiring
fingerprinting and a background check, and closing the threshold loophole
that allows homes with six or fewer unrelated children to operate
unregulated.
❖ Ensuring campus sexual assaults are handled properly. HB1433 would
require local law enforcement and campus agencies to report cases to the
Commonwealth attorney’s office within 48 hours. “It’s all about sharing
information and making sure every stone is looked under,” said Filler-Corn.
❖ Budget, ethics and congressional redistricting will come up at Filler-Corn’s
mid-session office hours, Jan. 24., 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Peet’s Coffee and
Tea in Springfield.

Delegates, Senators List
Top Priorities
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

USA Financial Planning Partners
10640 Main Street, Suite 203
Fairfax, VA 22030
703-821-7676

It’s vital to plan carefully for your financial future. But, as in climbing a
mountain, you also need an effective strategy to get back down safely.

Call 1-800-560-0218
www.my-wealth-summit.com

At this seminar, there are NO slick sales presentations.
Just sensible information about financial strategies.

Class space is limited. FREE REFRESHMENTS SERVED.
Reservations Required.

$50 tuition WAIVED for Connection readers: Use code CP1Q15.

• Thursday, January 15 at 7 pm
• Saturday, January 17 at 10 am
• Tuesday, January 20 at 7 pm
   (Ladies Only Event)

Attend one of our
FREE My Wealth

Summit seminars

5765-C Burke Centre Pkwy • Burke • 703-239-9324

$5.00 OFF Breakfast
Saturday 8–11 AM • Sunday 8 AM–3 PM

Offer expires 2/1/15. Not valid with any other offers.

for
Homemade Burgers, Pizza,

Pasta, Soups, Salads, Steaks
Friendly Service & Cold Drinks

Now Open
for

Breakfast

Now Open
for

Breakfast

Don’t miss our New Breakfast!
Saturday 8-11 AM • Sunday 8 AM-3 PM

Railroad
Museum Needs
Volunteers

The Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum needs volunteer docents
on Sunday afternoons from 1-4
p.m. and during special Museum
events. Greet Museum visitors and
tell them about the exhibits and
the Museum’s railroad and Civil
War history. Ideal for people who
live in the Fairfax, Burke, Clifton
or Fairfax Station area and want
to contribute to the local commu-
nity through volunteerism. Train-
ing and orientation provided.
Many other Museum volunteer op-
portunities are available such as
gardening, publicity, exhibit plan-
ning, special event planning and
outreach to other community or-
ganizations. The Museum is lo-
cated at 11200 Fairfax Station
Road in Fairfax Station. Call
Michael at 703-945-7483 for more
information. www.fairfax-
station.org, 703-425-9225.

Volunteer
Drivers Needed

Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax
Burke serves those 50+ and who
no longer drive. Volunteer Drivers
are needed for trips (Monday - Fri-
day) to medical appointments and
Companion Shopping within the
Fairfax/Burke area. If you can vol-
unteer your time, please contact
Barry Wickersham at 703-359-
2918.

Fairfax Adult
Softball Seeks
Teams for 2015

FAS, the Nation’s largest ASA,
nonprofit adult softball league is
urging teams to join ASAP in or-
der to enjoy the spring discounted
team rate. Contact Fairfax Adult
Softball (FAS) before March 1 to
ensure your spring evenings are
filled with fun, camaraderie, and
a spirit of competitive challenges
every game night.

FAS is currently accepting appli-
cations for adult softball teams
and free agents. Men’s, Women’s,
Coed, Corporate Coed, Elite,
Senior’s (age 50+), and Social
Coed leagues are available this
spring. Applications are accessible
via the FAS home page at
www.fairfaxadultsoftball.com. For
further information, call 703-815-
9007 or email
office@fairfaxadultsoftball.com.
Grab your friends, family, co-work-
ers and neighbors and sign up to-
day.

Area Roundups
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Write
The Connection welcomes

views on any public issue. The
deadline for all material is noon
Friday. Letters must be signed.

Include home address and home
and business numbers. Letters
are routinely edited for libel,

grammar, good taste and factual
errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
south@connectionnewspapers.com

Commentary

Opinion

by Martina Leinz

President, Northern Virginia Chapter of

the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun

Violence

L
egislators convening for the 2015 Vir-
ginia General Assembly session this
month have a great opportunity to
make the Commonwealth a safer

place for us all by voting in favor of the mod-
est and responsible recommenda-
tions recently put forth by Governor
Terry McAuliffe regarding gun vio-
lence prevention.

Governor McAuliffe has proposed six key
pieces of legislation intended to keep firearms
away from dangerous individuals. Three of the
initiatives are regarding criminal background
checks at gun shows. Currently, only Federally
Licensed Firearms Dealers are required to run
criminal background checks prior to selling or
transferring firearms. Private sellers are exempt
from this requirement leaving the door wide
open for criminals to easily gain access to guns.

One of McAuliffe’s proposals would make
unlawful purchases more difficult by prevent-

ing gun shows from advertising that they are
not required to conduct background checks.
Another proposal would give the State Police
statutory authority to process voluntary back-
ground check requests of private sellers. The
most substantive of the three proposals would
close the existing loophole and require back-
ground checks for all purchases at gun shows.

None of these three proposals goes far
enough. Ideally, criminal background checks

would be universal; required on all
firearms transactions including
online sales. They are, however, a
step in the right direction and would

do much to keep guns out of the hands of dan-
gerous individuals.

Another proposal is to return the limit of
handgun purchases to one a month so the Com-
monwealth won’t hold the dubious distinction
of being one of the most prolific gun-running
states in the nation. Other initiatives include a
bill to keep guns from people subject to pro-
tective orders and one to revoke concealed
handgun permits for parents delinquent on
child support payments. This later proposal
would affect the roughly 9,000 parents with

such permits who are delinquent collectively
on child support payments of over $15 mil-
lion.

These six modest proposals would be very
effective in reducing violent crime by keep-
ing guns out of the hands of people who
should not have them. None of the proposals
would prevent law-abiding citizens from own-
ing weapons and none would infringe upon
Second Amendment rights of responsible
adults.

With the Republicans controlling both the
House of Delegates and the Senate, there are
bound to be disagreements with any legisla-
tion proposed by Democratic Governor
McAuliffe. However, everyone should agree to
these modest proposals to keep Virginians safe.
It is not a partisan issue; it is a simple matter
of public health and safety.

With great opportunity comes great respon-
sibility. I sincerely hope the General Assembly
embraces that responsibility and votes accord-
ingly. If you agree, please contact your elected
officials and tell them you are counting on
them to vote in support of all proposals to curb
gun violence in the Commonwealth.

Steps To Prevent Gun Violence

To the Editor:
This letter is in response to a

recent letter to the editor about
Fairfax County’s Fall Cankerworm
Insecticide Spraying Program.

I am a professional entomologist
and I have been in charge of the
U. S. National Insect Collection at
the Smithsonian Institution, a
Fairfax County resident for 21
years, as well as a biologist expe-
rienced in conservation. I have
been following the issues regard-
ing the program in Fairfax County
to spray Bacillus thuringiensis var.
kurstaki (Btk), a kind of biologi-
cal insecticide, to control a native
moth, the Fall Cankerworm (sci-
entifically, Lepidoptera:
Geometridae or Inchworms).

Bt was first used to control Lepi-
doptera (moth) pests of agricul-
tural crops; however, this natu-
rally-occurring bacterium was
found to be deadly to all moths
and butterflies (Lepidoptera).
Since this discovery there have
been many types of Bt developed,
but those used against moths are
still deadly to non-target species,
including native species. However,
the areas in Fairfax County being
sprayed are not crops or timber-
lands for harvest, but rather for-
ests, parklands, neighborhood gar-
dens. These are places to preserve
wildlife and nature, and to protect
them for the benefit of not only
Fairfax County residents, but also
for all Virginians and visitors.
Without scientific monitoring or

surveys, we do not know how
many or even which native species
live in any particular area being
sprayed. Therefore, to inadvert-
ently spray this deadly microbe,
even if the intention is to target
certain areas, is not prudent.

The letter writer does acknowl-
edge that spraying Btk can kill
other kinds of caterpillars, “… but
only if they are up and eating the
first baby leaves.” However, it is
well known that plant chemicals
that often prevent insects eating
certain plants only are present in
older leaves (for example, tannins
in Oak leaves); therefore, many
species of caterpillars are only able
to eat, and even prefer, what he
calls “baby leaves.” He also claims
that research shows that spraying
increases the diversity of other
species of butterflies and moths.
However this research is appar-
ently about the Gypsy Moth, a
non-native (invasive) species from
Asia. Reducing Gypsy Moth num-
bers could indirectly benefit other,
native insect species. However,
spraying to kill the native Fall Can-
kerworm is likely to severely harm
many (as yet undetermined) na-
tive species of butterflies and
moths and may even increase di-
versity of other non-native pest
species potentially harming the
fauna and flora of Fairfax County.
Getting rid of the Fall Cankerworm
will eliminate a potentially vital
food source for many migratory
and resident birds, as well as rep-

tiles, amphibians, predatory in-
sects, and other wildlife that rely
on caterpillars for their survival.
His assertion that “birds can safely
eat the dead caterpillars” is mis-
leading because in spring (when
the spraying actually takes place),
many insectivorous birds need to
find enough live caterpillars to
feed their nestlings or fuel their
northward migration and it is not
clear if they would even eat dead
caterpillars.

Episodic population outbreaks
(“infestations”) of native species
such as the Fall Cankerworm are
part of the natural ecological
rhythm of our forests and wood-
lands, so why disrupt it? Based on
previous research I have done (for
example with Elms) and observa-
tions of the natural history in the
forests of the northeastern USA, I
do not believe that occasional
and/or partial or even complete
defoliation of most native eastern
forest tree species will cause tree
death. The severe defoliation from
by Gypsy Moth in the 1970s dem-
onstrated that only very severe
and repeated defoliation over
many years truly killed native
trees; our local Fall Cankerworm
outbreaks are natural and no-
where as severe and will not be-
come so.

The far wiser approach to this
problem would be for Fairfax
County to sponsor some scientific
surveys, to determine which spe-
cies of butterflies and moths are

present in the intended treatment
areas, i.e. the biological diversity.
Also advice to homeowners about
how to monitor and/or treat their
gardens would be helpful.

I have discussed this Fall Can-
kerworm issue with several ex-
perts on butterflies and moths at
the Smithsonian and the USDA
and they all agree with my state-
ments above.

In conclusion I feel strongly that
Fairfax County should cease spray-
ing against Fall Cankerworm, be-
cause such spraying does more
harm than good to the ecosystems
and neighborhoods of Fairfax
County.

David G. Furth, Ph.D.
Department of Entomology

Smithsonian Institution

County Shouldn’t Spray Against Fall Cankerworm
Letters to the Editor
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CARDIOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

EMERGENCY/
CRITICAL CARE

INTERNAL MEDICINE

NEUROLOGY

ONCOLOGY

RADIATION
ONCOLOGY

RADIOLOGY

REHABILITATIVE
THERAPY

SURGERY

RADIOCAT
Centers for The
Treatment of Feline
Hyperthyroidism

Celebrate
Valentine’s
Weekend

Feb. 13–15

Thursday–Saturday 4–9 p.m.

Reservations Recommended

Visit our Website to view
our specials

9000 Lorton Station Blvd., Lorton, VA
703-372-1923 • firesidegrillva.com

Peak of
the Season
Oyster Bar

News

S
tudents of the Metropolitan
School of the Arts (MSA) of
Alexandria and Lorton will

debut their first, student-directed,
produced performance on Fri.,
Jan., 16 at 7:30 p.m., Sat., Jan. 17
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and Sun.,
Jan. 18 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at
The Atlas Performing Arts Theatre
at 1333 H Street., NE, in Washing-
ton, D.C. Tickets are $15 per per-
son and can be purchased online
at www.metropolitanarts.org.

“The Last Five Years” is a live
production of Jason Robert
Brown’s masterpiece,which was
recently rated one of the top five
musicals of this decade. It pre-
miered at Chicago’s Northlight
Theatre in 2001 and was then pro-
duced Off-Broadway in March
2002. The story explores a five-
year relationship between Jamie
Wellerstein, a rising novelist, and
Cathy Hyatt, a struggling actress.

This production is completely
student run and performed by
Metropolitan School of the Arts

high school students studying to
have careers in theatre. Chad Vann
of Alexandria is the director, while
Sam Cornbrooks of Springfield is
the producer. Ben Cherington of
Lorton and Kyra Smith of Alexan-
dria are performers in the musi-
cal.

“We are so proud of our stu-
dents’ initiative and passion to

take on the entire production of
this show, with their talent and
creativity,” said Melissa Dobbs,
founder and president of Metro-
politan School of the Arts Alexan-
dria and Lorton.

For more information,
703.339.0444 or visit
www.metropo l i tanar t s .org ,
Facebook or Twitter.

Metro School of
Arts Students
Present ‘The
Last Five Years’

MSA Students: Chad Vann of Alexandria, Sam
Cornbrooks of Springfield, Kyra Smith of Alexandria,
and Ben Cherington of Lorton.
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Fairfax

Fairfax 
Station

Reston

Oakton

Clifton

Centreville

Chantilly

Washington
Dulles
Airport

Manassas

123

12328

234

3000

267
286

66
50

29

FA

10

6

5

2

8

9

1

7 4
3

Address .............................. BR FB HB ..... Postal City ........ Sold Price .. Type ....... Lot AC PostalCode ........... Subdivision ........... Date Sold

1  15604 JILLIANS FOREST WAY6 . 6 .. 1 ..... CENTREVILLE ..... $2,650,000 .. Detached .... 5.59 ...... 20120 ........... CARDINAL FOREST ....... 06/30/14

2  7540 CLIFTON RD .............. 7 .. 9 .. 1 .. FAIRFAX STATION ... $2,250,000 .. Detached .... 4.82 ...... 22039 .................CRAFTOWN ............. 01/02/14

3  3802 MILLARD WAY ........... 5 .. 5 .. 1 ......... FAIRFAX ......... $1,700,000 .. Detached .... 1.21 ...... 22033 .................. THE OAKS .............. 02/18/14

4  11394 AMBER HILLS CT ..... 5 .. 5 .. 2 ......... FAIRFAX ......... $1,626,036 .. Detached .... 1.08 ...... 22033 ......... ESTATES AT FAIR OAKS ..... 01/24/14

5  3438 FAWN WOOD LN ........ 6 .. 5 .. 2 ......... FAIRFAX ......... $1,545,000 .. Detached .... 1.14 ...... 22033 ............ OAK HILL ESTATES ........ 11/24/14

6  7904 OAKSHIRE LN ............ 6 .. 6 .. 1 .. FAIRFAX STATION ... $1,495,000 .. Detached .... 5.00 ...... 22039 ........... THE ENGLISH HILLS ....... 04/30/14

7  11647 PINE TREE DR .......... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ......... FAIRFAX ......... $1,469,005 .. Detached .... 1.00 ...... 22033 .............. FAIRFAX FARMS .......... 09/22/14

8  11389 AMBER HILLS CT ..... 5 .. 5 .. 2 ......... FAIRFAX ......... $1,423,061 .. Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22033 ......... ESTATES AT FAIR OAKS ..... 02/27/14

9  11900 CUSTIS ACRES DR .... 5 .. 5 .. 0 ........ CLIFTON ......... $1,380,000 .. Detached .... 8.22 ...... 20124 ............ TOWERING OAKS ......... 08/01/14

10  3514 ROSE CREST LN ......... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ......... FAIRFAX ......... $1,350,000 .. Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22033 ............ OAK HILL ESTATES ........ 05/23/14

Copyright 2014 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of December 14, 2014.

Local REAL ESTATE
2014 Top Sales

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

1  15604 Jillians Forest Way, Centreville — $2,650,000 2  7540 Clifton Road, Fairfax Station — $2,250,000

3  3802 Millard Way,
Fairfax — $1,700,000

4  11394 Amber Hills Court, Fairfax —
$1,423,061

5  7904 Oakshire Lane, Fairfax Station —
$1,495,000

10  3514 Rose Crest Lane, Fairfax —
$1,350,000
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www.kathleenhomes.com • kathquintarelli@erols.com

Kathleen Quintarelli
703-862-8808

#1 Weichert Realtor
Burke/Fairfax Station
Licensed Realtor 25 Years

NVAR Lifetime Top ProducerSee Interior Photos at:

#1 Weichert Agent in Burke & Fairfax Station
Call Kathleen

today and
ask for a
copy of her
“Satisfied
Client List”

Alex/Landmark $349,950
Open Sunday 1/18 1-4

Dramatic top floor loft unit w/ city views,
3 levels, 2 BR+ den, 2BA w/ new tile ,
1,480 sq ft, skylts, huge master suite w/
vaulted clngs & walk-in closet, updated
kit w/ glass backsplash & quartz break-
fast bar, new carpet, fresh paint, frplc,
balcony, new HVAC, comm pool, walk to
shops & metro.

Burke                                $599,950
Beautifully Landscaped Lot

Immaculate former model home on pre-
mium private lot w/ huge master suite w/
sitting rm + 3 closets, fin walkup bsmt
w/ rec rm, den & walk-in cedar closet,
deck & patio, gas heat, new roof & win-
dows, remodeled full bath on main lvl,
dramatic familyrm w/ high clngs& built-
ins, 3000+ sq ft, walk to school & more.

Fairfax Sta/South Run $839,950
Sold in 3 Days

Beautiful Colonial on private 1/2+ acres on
cul-de-sac w/ 5BR upstrs, gorgeous remod-
eled baths, fin walkout bsmt, large deck,
eat-in kit w/ granite cntrs tile splash & SS
& blk appliances, lovely hrdwd flrs, fresh
paint, new carpet, custom built-ins, library,
rear staircase, walk to pool & park & more.
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Is Winter a Good Time to Sell?
You bet it is! 2014 was a very stable year for

real estate. Indicators suggest that this trend
will continue in 2015. Dr. Fuller of George Mason
University predicts a slightly better 2015. Interest

rates have once again dipped below 4% which
will make for a busy winter market.

Call Kathleen to find out how her marketing and
staging techniques can sell your home for more

money. Sell now and beat the spring competition.
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HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

S
pring may seem light years away
from the frigid January tempera-
tures, and lounging in your back-
yard is probably the last thing you

want to do at the moment, but landscape
designers say now is the time to start plan-
ning a summer retreat.

“January is a good time to start thinking
about your backyard,” said Alex Ikenson,
co-owner of Home Escapes, located in
Herndon. Home Escapes, which had spe-
cialized in hot tubs and outdoor furniture,
merged recently with Urban Retreat, an in-
door furniture and accessory company.

“A lot of things we sell are special order
and take a few weeks to come in, so you
don’t want to start too late,” said Ikenson.

From swim spas to fire pit tables, options
for outdoor landscapes are plentiful.

“People now are spending more time at
home and less time going on vacation, and
making their backyards more of a living
space, creating a living space,” said Rosanne
Tsantes, sales manager of Home Escapes.

“Outdoor furniture companies have re-
sponded to the surge with beautiful pieces
of furniture.”

Touted by industry insiders as comfort-
able, durable and easy to maintain, the ar-
ray of outdoor fabrics on the market rival
their indoor counterparts.

“The whole industry has expanded to true
designer furniture and fabrics. There are
hundreds of beautiful fabrics available,”
said Tsantes. “If you were to pick out alu-
minum furniture, you could choose from at
least 10 frame colors, where it used to be
just black and green. We have brush tones
with gold tint, antique tones, … There are
some really gorgeous finishes.”

Accessories can be customized to fit vir-
tually every budget and space as well. “Ev-
erything is made to order,” said Jodie
Labovitch, an interior designer with Urban
Retreat. “They’re not pulling it off the shelf.”

Outdoor fire pit tables, powered by gas,
are crowd-pleasing accessories that come
in every size from compact coffee table to
dining room table. Styles run the gamut
from rustic to sleek.

“The tabletops can be porcelain or alu-

Local tastemakers say winter is the best time
to plan an idyllic backyard retreat.

Backyard Dreaming

minum, stone or granite,” said Tsantes.
“There is even an artisan top that looks like
carved leather. Now you can go into your
back yard and feel like you’re on vacation
somewhere in the islands.”

Adding the resort-like feel are swim spas,
the large cousin of the ubiquitous hot tub.

“A swim spa allows you to exercise, even
during the winter, by swimming against the
current,” said Tsantes. “They are like hot
tubs, only about 12-16 feet long and eight
feet wide. You can run out in the winter
and swim and then sit on the spa bench,
just like you would in a hot tub.”

Even those who don’t have an expansive
backyard can create cozy retreats.

“Outdoor furniture companies are mak-
ing pieces for those with small spaces to
those with huge Great Falls homes with a
large backyard,” said Tsantes.

“Indoor and outdoor furniture are now
blending,” said David Cintorino, president of
Home Escapes. “People are using their out-
door spaces like indoor spaces, that is a cur-
rent trend. Outdoor furniture companies are
creating furniture to keep up with that trend.”

Swim spas,
upscale furni-
ture and fire
pit tables are
among the
options in
outdoor fur-
nishings for
those who
want to create
a backyard
living space.

Options for outdoor décor, includ-
ing swim spas and fire pit tables,
abound at a newly formed show-
room in Herndon.

Photos courtesy of Rosanne Tsantes
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Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center
“Experience the Difference”

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

bb

To Advertise
Your Community

of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.
703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM
 Worship Service

10:30 AM

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2014-2015 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

C
het Nagle, Naval Acad-
emy graduate, Cold War
pilot, CIA agent and au-

thor will speak at the January
meeting of the Republican Women
of Clifton on the conflict in the
Middle East and vulnerability of
the US electrical grid to EMP and
cyber-attacks. This topic bears on
the cyber theme of Nagel’s latest
book “Lazarus Man,” which ex-
pounds on these issues using fact-
based fiction. Golala Arya, Kurdish
Iranian refugee, will contribute

her insights on
the conflict in
Iran.

The event
will be Jan. 21
at Fairview El-
e m e n t a r y
School, 5815
Ox Road,
Fairfax Sta-

tion, at 7 p.m. with refreshments.
The business meeting will begin at
7:30 p.m. Chet Nagle was born in
New York and attended the US

Naval Acad-
emy and
Georgetown
U n i v e r s i t y
Law Center.
He worked in
private and
government
defense roles
focusing on

the Middle East and Africa. Nagle
founded an international geopo-
litical magazine, the “Journal of
Defense and Diplomacy,” read in

over 20 countries. He served as the
Special Military Advisor to the
Sultan of Oman where he received
their highest civilian honor. Nagle
currently consults with govern-
ment and industry, appears on
television and radio, speaks and
writes. He is the author of three
novels, his most current, “Lazarus
Man,” will be available for
autographed purchase.

Golala Arya was born in Iran
during the Islamic revolution and
came of age amid the atrocities

committed against women and a
backdrop of war. Her father was
active in the Kurdish opposition,
which led to their eventual asylum
in the United States. Arya’s par-
ents emphasized the value of free-
dom. She is a first generation col-
lege graduate, receiving her BA in
Chemistry from Michigan State
University and her MS in Chemis-
try from GMU where she currently
is a Ph.D. candidate.

For more information, visit
www.CliftonGOP.com.

GOP Women of Clifton to Hear Two Speakers on Middle East Conflict

Chet Nagle Golala Arya
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5631-B Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA  22015

4600 John Marr Dr., Suite #401
Annandale, VA  22003

• Free Initial Exam
• 40+ Years Experience
• Two Board Certified Orthodontists
• In Network Providers for MetLife,
   Delta Dental & United Concordia

703-750-9393
www.dutson-ellisortho.com

Met Life, Delta, BCBS/Carefirst

and United Concordia Provider

Weekdays • Saturdays • Evenings

24 Hour Emergency Care

8998-E Lorton Station Blvd.
Lorton, VA  22079

To advertise, please call
Steve Hogan at 703-778-9418

BURKE PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
The Corner of Rt. 123 (Ox Rd.)

& Burke Centre Pkwy.
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$24.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Free
Estimates
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Free
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Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
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Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

THROUGH MONDAY/JAN. 19
Dada Re-Discovered. Building W-16

Vulcan Gallery, Workhouse Arts
Center, 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. Dada Re-Discovered explores
how contemporary media and ideas
can filter past Dada concepts and
artwork. The exhibit will feature
sound, video, performance and other
visual mixed media. 703-584-2900.
www.workhousearts.org.

THROUGH MONDAY/FEB. 2
Drink This! The Workhouse

International Cup Show.
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. Sunday-Tuesday 12-5
p.m. and Wednesday-Saturday 11
a.m.-6 p.m. Earthy wood-fired tea
bowls, translucent tumblers, and
richly textured mugs are among 76
works selected by Welsh master
ceramist Phil Rogers for the third
annual Workhouse International
Ceramic Cup Show, “Drink This!”

THROUGH SUNDAY/FEB. 8
Dressing for the Occasion: An

Exhibition of Costumes and
Textiles Representing Fairfax
Personalities and Events.
Exhibition. Fairfax Museum & Visitor
Center, 10209 Main Street, Fairfax.
Open daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 703-385-
8414.

THROUGH MONDAY/FEB. 9
“Synesthetic Landscapes.” Jewish

Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Andy Ilachinski describes his
colorful, powerful and magically
manipulated images as “Synesthetic
Landscapes,” referencing the
psychological, creative – even
mystical – experience of synesthesia,
a joining of the senses (smelling
sounds, hearing colors, feeling
shape) to communicate a point of
view to another through his
photographs. Showcase artists:
Marcia Gordon, “Gems by Meg;”

Piper Strong, Metal Works/Judaica;
and Joyce Zipperer, metal sculptor/
mixed media/metal shoes and
jewelry. www.jccnvarts.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 16
Frozen Movie Sing-Along and Craft

Event. 6 p.m. Sherwood Community
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Do you want to build a
snowman? Bring a parent and your
friends before the movie to make
snowflakes, craft an Olaf, put together
a Frozen necklace, and also either
Sven reindeer antlers OR an Elsa tulle
cloak to make and take home. A
Smorgasbord of cheese sandwiches,
Olaf noses (carrot sticks), and
FROZEN Ice cream cups will be
served. If you prefer, or if allergies are
a concern, you are welcome to pack
food of your choosing or eat before
the party. Fee: $12 per child
(Deadline to register: Wed, Jan. 14).
parksrec@fairfaxva.gov

The Friday Morning Music Club.
11a.m. Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. A
community of music lovers and
musicians, the Friday Morning Music
Club, Inc., has promoted classical
music in the Washington area for over
120 years. FMMC’s public concerts—
now held throughout the week—
provide performing members with a
host of outlets for their talents as well
as delighting audiences in
Washington D.C., Maryland, and
Virginia.

SATURDAY/JAN. 17
Date Night Chef’s Table. 7-9 p.m.

Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Anyone can
go out for dinner and a movie so why
not make your night something
special to be remembered? Date Night
cooking classes are designed to be
fun, relaxing and an escape from the
daily grind. They are great way to
learn some basic cooking techniques
while enjoying your company and
making new friends. The menu items
will be prepared by participants
working together at each of the
cooking islands. Participants will be
served a tasting portion of all the
entrees and a pre-chef-selected drink
of choice. $85 per person, covers food
and drink.

Ballroom Social Dance. 7:30-10:30
p.m. Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Start your

evening by learning some new
moves with a ballroom mini-lesson!
Each month will feature a new style
of dance ranging from the ChaCha to
the Tango. Mini-lesson begins at
7:30 p.m. and is $5 per person. Then
take your new moves to the dance
floor when open dancing begins at 8
p.m. Open dance is $10 per person.
Complimentary refreshments and a
cash bar will be available in the
gallery. There is no need to get fancy
unless you feel like it—the dress
code is casual. All skill levels are
welcome—even if you have two left
feet!

Make Your Own YouTube Video.
11 a.m. Kings Park Library, 9000
Burke Lake Road, Burke. Learn the
basics of creating your own content
for YouTube. Ages 12 to adult.
Bringing your own laptop is
recommended. 703-978-5600.

SUNDAY/JAN. 18
G Scale Model Train Show. 1-4

p.m. 11200 Fairfax Station Road in
Fairfax Station. The Washington,
Virginia & Maryland Garden Railway
Society “WVMGRS” members will
have a display running at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum. Museum
members, free; adults 16 and over,
$4; children 5-15, $2; under 4, free.
Information on the museum and
shows is at www.fairfax-station.org
phone 703-425-9225.

TUESDAY/JAN. 20
Tales to Tails. 4:30 p.m. City of

Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North Street, Fairfax. Need practice
reading? Read aloud to a friendly,
trained therapy dog. Ages 6-12.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/JAN. 22-24
One-Acts Presented by South

County High School. 7 p.m.
South County High School, 8501
Silverbrook Road, Lorton. One-Acts
directed by junior and senior
thespians. Tickets will cost $5 per
night or $10 for all three nights.

Our Town. 7 p.m. Sovereign Grace Co-
op Main Auditorium, 5200 Ox Rd,
Fairfax. Become immersed in a
classic American story about truly
enjoying everyday life. $8 for adults;
$5 ages 3-17. https://
www.facebook.com/
OurTownSovGraceCoop

View Drink This: The Workhouse Arts Center’s International Cup Show on display
through Feb. 2. Earthy wood-fired tea bowls, translucent tumblers, and richly textured
mugs are among 76 works selected by Welsh master ceramist Phil Rogers for the third
annual Workhouse International Ceramic Cup Show.

Entertainment

Calendar
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By Jon Roetman

The Connection

J
ames Butler and his 6-
foot-8 frame gave T.C.
Williams fits Tuesday

night. The Lake Braddock jun-
ior finished with a game-high
28 points and 13 rebounds.

But while Butler and the Bru-
ins had a distinct size advan-
tage, the Titans used a combi-
nation of speed, defensive pres-
sure and deadly perimeter
shooting to earn their fifth con-
secutive victory.

T.C. Williams defeated Lake
Braddock 69-58 on Jan. 13 in
Burke. The Titans scored the
game’s first 10 points and led
17-6 at the end of one. Butler
opened the second half with
back-to-back buckets, cutting
the T.C. lead to five, but the Ti-
tans responded with a 19-6 run
to pull away.

T.C. Williams led by double
digits for the entire fourth quar-
ter.

The win improved the Titans’
record to 6-4, including 4-1 in
Conference 7, while the Bruins
dropped to 10-3, 3-1.

“We’re playing great, we just
let this one get away from us
early,” Butler said. “They’re a
fast, athletic team. … They’re
one of the best teams in the
conference.”

Lake Braddock fell short, but
it wasn’t due to lack of effort
from Butler. No. 42 scored 12
of the Bruins’ first 15 points and
had 20 points through three
quarters. Butler opened the
fourth quarter with a bucket
and a pair of free throws, but it
wasn’t enough.

Butler could have surpassed
his career high of 30 points if
he had shot better than 8 of 14
from the free-throw line.

Butler was on the Lake
Braddock varsity last year as a
sophomore and saw limited
time as a freshman. Now a jun-
ior, Butler said he has been
more offensive-minded this
year.

“[I] started off offensively
strong and it’s carried over the
rest of the season,” Butler said.
“I’m a major part of the offense
and I take it as a responsibility.
I have to produce. If I don’t pro-
duce it’s like I affect the team
negatively.”

Ten of Butler’s 13 rebounds
were offensive.

Senior forward Reagan
Jones, listed at 6 feet 6, fin-
ished with 13 points and nine
rebounds. Sophomore guard
Corey Pelham had seven
points.

Lake Braddock will travel to
face South County at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, Jan. 16.

Six-foot-8 Lake Braddock’s
junior finishes with 28 points,
13 rebounds.

Butler has Big Night in
Loss to T.C. Williams

Lake Braddock
junior James
Butler scored
28 points
and grabbed
13 rebounds
during a
loss to T.C.
Williams on
Jan. 13.

Photo by

Craig Sterbutzel/

The Connection

Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

S
aturday marked the final home
meet in Fairfax senior captain
Rachel Barborek’s high school
gymnastics career.

She would make it a memorable af-
ternoon.

Barborek was honored, along with
fellow senior captain Ally Farrington,
prior to the Jan. 10 meet at Fairfax High
School. She then proceeded to win each
of the four events and finish first in the
all-around competition with a career-
best score.

She even won the senior handstand
contest prior to the award ceremony.

“It was awesome,” Barborek said. “I
couldn’t have asked for a better meet.
Everything came together so perfectly.
Every meet before this, I’ve had an off
event, but today I had all on events. It
was really great.”

Barborek finished in a first-place tie
with McLean’s Calista Pardue on floor
with a score of 9.55. She finished alone
in first place on beam (9.675), bars
(9.525) and vault (9.575). The result
was an all-around score of 38.325,
more than three points better than sec-
ond-place Carolyn Brown-Kaiser of
McLean (34.6).

“I think this is the best Rachel has
done in the past two years that I’ve
coached her,” Fairfax head coach Marissa Gaines said.
“This is the strongest she’s looked … and she was on
fire.”

Perhaps the biggest surprise of Barborek’s after-
noon was her performance on vault — the event that
has plagued Barborek in the past.

ON THIS DAY, aided by a slowed approach on the
runway, Barborek flipped a Yurchenko Pike and cel-
ebrated with a burst of exuberance.

“I’ve had trouble flipping that vault,” Barborek said.
“It’s a mental problem and I did it today without a
problem. It was crazy.”

Barborek, who is also a member of the Fairfax swim
and dive team and pole vaults for the track team,
was a Level 10 club gymnast with Capital Gymnas-
tics, but quit after her sophomore year. This is her
third year as a member of the Fairfax High gymnas-
tics team (she didn’t compete for the Rebels as a
sophomore). Last season, Barborek placed fifth in
the all-around at the VHSL state meet. Now a senior,
Barborek has her sights set on bringing home the
all-around state title.

What makes Barborek such a successful gymnast?
“Her determination,” Gaines said. “No matter what,

she just keeps fighting for what she wants and she
stays motivated.”

Along with Barborek’s individual success Saturday,

Fairfax produced the highest team score in its his-
tory, as well. The Rebels amassed a total of 125.825,
finishing runner-up to McLean (139.45).

Barborek said the addition of her mother, Susan
Barborek, to the Fairfax coaching staff has helped
the team improve. Susan Barborek was a gymnast at
the University of Michigan.

“It’s been better than I expected,” Susan said about
her experience as a first-year Fairfax assistant coach.
“We have a really good group of girls. It’s nine or 10
girls and they all work hard.”

Fairfax placed fifth at the Conference 6 meet last
season, narrowly missing a top-four finish and a berth
in the 6A North region meet. The

REBELS have their sights set on qualifying for
regionals this year.

Along with Barborek, Gaines said sophomore
Madeline McDuffy, freshman Anna Whetzel and
freshman Kathleen Summers have been standouts
for Fairfax.

Whetzel placed sixth on vault (8.8) and floor (8.1)
on Saturday. Summers finished fifth on vault (8.825).
McDuffy did not compete due to injury.

Fairfax is scheduled to compete in meets at Wash-
ington-Lee High School on Jan. 22 and Jan. 24. The
Conference 6 meet is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Feb.
2 at McLean High School.

Fairfax Gymnast Barborek
Dominates in Final Home Meet

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Fairfax senior Rachel Barborek finished first and tied
for first in all four events during a Jan. 10 gymnastics
meet at Fairfax High School. She also won the all-
around competition.

Senior wins all-
around by more
than 3 points.

Fairfax Station Connection Sports Editor Jon

Roetman jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday by appointment only.

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”
www.pphionfine.com

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3137(703) 590-3137

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

EmploymentEmployment

AUTO DETAILING
Auto Detailers, Car Washers & Managers

Diamond Detail is expanding into the
Alexandria, VA Area Must have a valid
driver's license, clean background and
positive attitude To apply online or for

more information visit our website
WWW.DiamondDetail.com Or call our

employment line at 410-983-1008.

Saturday, January 24 at 9:00 A.M.
Presentation begins at 9:20

Learn more about teaching at our school and finding
jobs in private schools. Teachers of diverse back-

grounds and experiences are encouraged to attend.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304

703-212-2284

is hosting an

EDUCATOR OPEN HOUSE

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

HIRING NOW!!!
Don’t miss your chance to be part of
history! As B. Frank Joy, LLC (BFJ)
approaches its 100th year in busi-
ness; we are looking for a new gen-
eration of highly skilled and highly
motivated players to join our
company.

This is your opportunity to rise up and
lift your career to new heights. Come
be a part of our family, our efficient
Lean Six Sigma production philoso-
phy, and our unmatched reputation.

We are looking for candidates with
construction experience; gas quali-
fied, foreman, superintendent and
others. Let’s build history!

For more information on joining one
of the elite teams of BFJ, please feel
free to email or just send your resume
and salary requirements to
hr@bfjoy.com.

You can also stop by in person at
5355 Kilmer Place,
Hyattsville, MD 20781.

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Do not wish to be anything 
but what you are, and try 

to be that perfectly.
-St. Francis de Sales
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. The deadline for submissions is the Friday
prior to publication. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

FRIDAY/JAN. 16
14th Annual Preschool Fair. 10:00 a.m. -

12:30 p.m. Audrey Moore Rec Center, 8100
Braddock Road, Annandale. Over 20 local
preschools will be in attendance. Come to find
the right preschool for your child. Visit
www.burkemomsnorth.org for a list of
participating schools and to contact organizers.
There will also be a Silent Auction with items
from local businesses during the fair. All
proceeds from the fair will benefit Comfort
Cases. www.comfortcases.org

Genealogy Databases. 2 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Search for your ancestors using the library’s
genealogy databases and other free Internet
databases. Adults.

SATURDAY/ JAN. 17
Genealogy Help Desk. 2 p.m. City of Fairfax

Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Bring your family history stumpers to the
experts. Accomplished genealogists and library
staff will be on hand to assist you. Ask at the
Virginia Room desk or call 703-293-6227.
Tips for Buying & Using a New TV. 2 p.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North
Street, Fairfax. Tips for buying and using a new
TV: What to look for & what to watch out for.
Presented by the Fairfax County Department of
Cable and Consumer Services. All Ages.

TUESDAY/JAN. 20
Afternoon Book Discussion Group. 1:30 p.m.

Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. To Try Men’s Souls: A Novel of George
Washington and the Fight for American
Freedom by Newt Gingrich. Adults. 703-978-
5600.

Great Decisions Seminar. 2 p.m. Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
Roundtable discussion of U.S. foreign policy.
Adults. 703-978-5600.

Evening Book Discussion Group. 6:30 p.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. Adults.
703-978-5600.

Pohick Evening Book Discussion Group. 7
p.m. Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Fall of Giants by Ken
Follett. Adults. 703-644-7333.

English Conversation Group. 7 p.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North Street,
Fairfax. Practice speaking English with others

and improve your skills. Adults.
Evening Book Discussion. 7:30 p.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North Street,
Fairfax. Book is Arcadia by Lauren Goff.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 21
Is Forgetfulness a Problem? 1:30 p.m. Memory

Care Center, 3953 Pender Drive, Suite 100,
Fairfax. What is normal aging versus dementia?
When is it time to seek help? A discussion on
signs of dementia and testing currently
available. Call 703-204-4664 to RSVP and for
more information.

Genealogy Using Military Records. 1 p.m.
Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. Exploring military records and pension
files for your veteran ancestor, with an
introduction to federal records of the National
Archives and Records Administration. Adults.
703-978-5600.

THURSDAY/JAN 22
Spanish Conversation Group. 2 p.m. Kings

Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
Practice and improve your Spanish with a native
speaker. Adults. 703-978-5600.

Library Tech Help. 6 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Get your library-related electronic resources
questions answered. Includes help with eBooks
and compatible devices. Please bring your
library card, eBook reader, and laptop.

FRIDAY/JAN. 23
Genealogy Help Desk. 2 p.m. City of Fairfax

Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Bring your family history stumpers to the
experts. Accomplished genealogists and library
staff will be on hand to assist you. Ask at the
Virginia Room desk or call 703-293-6227.

SUNDAY/JAN. 25
Burke Historical Society Meeting. 4:30 p.m.

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, 6304 Lee
Chapel Road, Burke. BHS Fundraising Chair
Cindy Bennett will speak on the 1918 murder of
Eva Roy in Burke. In addition, we’ll have a short
“State of the Society” address and a very brief
video about the history of Burke School.

MONDAY/JAN. 26
Library Tech Help. 2 p.m. City of Fairfax

Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Get your library-related electronic resources
questions answered. Includes help with eBooks
and compatible devices. Please bring your
library card, eBook reader, and laptop.

Bulletin Board

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at least
two weeks prior to the event.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the corner of
Fairfax County Parkway and Burke Lake Roads,
holds a bible study fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays
followed by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery
care and children’s church also provided. 6401
Missionary Lane, Fairfax Station, 703-323-8100
or www.fbtministries.org.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist Center,
10875 Main St., Fairfax City provides free
classes to both newcomers and advanced prac-
titioners of Tibetan Buddhism.

The center emphasizes working with the
mind and learning how to understand the work-
ings of the mind, overcoming innner causes of
suffering, while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa Rinpoche, the
center is a place of study, contemplation and
meditation. Visit http://www.guhyasamaja.org
for more information.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers services at
two locations, in Fairfax at 5114 Twinbrook
Road and in Clifton at 13421 Twin Lakes Drive.
Services in Fairfax are held on Saturdays at 5:30
p.m. and Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services
in Clifton are held on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:30

a.m. 703-323-9500 or www.Lordoflifeva.org.

First Baptist Church of Springfield of-
fers Sunday school at 9:15 a.m., followed by a
10:30 a.m. worship service at 7300 Gary St.,
Springfield. 703-451-1500 or
www.fbcspringfield.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church, 12748
Richards Lane, Clifton, offers Sunday worship
services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Nursery care
is provided.

Christian education for all ages is at 9:45 a.m.
703-830-3175.

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic
Church, 6720 Union Mill Road, Clifton, con-
ducts Sunday masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:45 a.m.,
10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. It also offers a Sat-
urday vigil at 5:30 p.m. and a Thursday Latin
mass at 7 p.m. 703-817-1770 or www.st-
andrew.org.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 8304
Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield, offers casual
worship services on Saturday evenings at 5:30
p.m. featuring contemporary music. More tra-
ditional services take place on Sunday mornings
at 8:15 and 11 a.m.

Sunday School is from 9:45-10:45 a.m. for
children and adults. The church also offers dis-
cussion groups for adults. 703-451-5855 or
www.poplc.org.

Faith Notes
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Zone 2: • Burke
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC HEARING FOR TOWN OF CLIFTON
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SPECIAL USE PERMIT

PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF CLIFTON PLANNING COMMISSION

JANUARY 19, 2015
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Clifton Planning Com-

mission will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, January 19, 
2015 at 7:30 P.M. at the Acacia Lodge Hall, 7135 Main Street, 

Clifton, VA 20124 to consider the amendment of the special 
use permit of Trattoria Villagio, located at 7145 Main Street, to

include and authorize the use of outdoor music, specifically 
sound (music) that will be distributed via Trattoria Villagio’s out-
door wall mounted and rock speakers, located within the con-
trolled area of the patio, and to be played/heard at a controlled 

decibel level no greater than 70 dBA. The application for
the proposed amendment to Trattoria Villagio’s special use 

permit, is available for review and downloading on the Town’s 
website at www.clifton-va.com and a hard copy may be exam-
ined at the Clifton Post Office, 12644 Chapel Road, Clifton VA, 

20124. All interested parties are invited to attend
and express their views with respect to the requested 

amendment to the Trattoria Villagio’s special use
permit, to authorize outdoor music.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Native Foods California, LLC 
trading as Native Foods Cafe, 
11050 Lee Hwy, Fairfax, VA 
22030. The above establish-

ment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Beer 

and Wine on Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-

ic beverages. Daniel Dolan, 
member

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 

800-552-3200.

Forming New 
Show Band,

wide variety of music 
and songs. Need 

guitarist, rhythm, lead, 
bass, keyboards, horn 
section, male & female 

vocalist, call Lee 
703-400-5005.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

Top Producer
www.AmandaScott.net

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-473-1803, 703-309-8948

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

www.HeritageHuntHomes.com

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

COMING SOON Heritage Hunt 55+ Gainesville Call for info
LIKE NEW! 3-lvl SFH w fin W/out LL.  4BRs (2 main lvl), 4BA, Grmt Kit w
Corian & Islnd, Brkfst, Dining, Fam w Gas Fpl, Sun rm, laundry, Loft, Screened
Porch, Patio, 2 car Gar, Irrig syst. BEAUTIFUL! Amanda Scott 703-772-9190

Gainesville Heritage Hunt 55+ $499,900
SUPER 2-LVL  DET HM w fenced yd! 4BR (2 main lvl), 3BA, Grmt Kit w
granite, Brkfst bay w wet bar, Livg, Dining, Fam w Gas Fpl, Laundry, Loft, 2
car gar, Irrig syst, Lge Patio, backs to trees! Amanda Scott 703-772-9190

Falls Church
$630,000

Extraordinary
condo TH w/ over
2000sqft on 2 lvls.
Soaring 2-story LR
w /gas frpl.
Columned DR.
Dazzling Kit w/
upgraded cabs,

granite counters, s/s appls. FR off kit w/ vaulted ceiling & doors
to private terrace. Gorgeous hdwds. Windows galore. Mn lvl
MBR has lux bath w/ dual vanity, sep jetted tub & shower, cus-
tom W/I closet. Upper lvl w/ loft, 2nd BR & full BA. 2 gar
spaces + extra storage. Steps to WFC Metro, Falls Church City.

Jim Fox
703.503.1800
jim.fox@LNF.com

Carol Hermandofer
703-216-4949 Top 1% of Agents Nationally

Mortgage rates are still LOW…
and inventory is UP! Contact me
NOW for assistance to find and

negotiate the best price and
terms for your new

DREAM HOME!

703-981-3277 or
Stevechil@aol.com

Clifton $634,900
Fabulous winter pricing for the savvy buyer! Scoop up this
beautiful house at a steal of a deal! All the must haves are here:
sparkling hardwoods on 2 levels, volume ceilings, granite island
kitchen, lux master suite w/spa bath, the list just goes on!

John & Jennifer Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

Centreville
$1700

Fantastic Rental
2 BR, 2 1/2 BA, 3
level townhouse
w/1st floor
Hardwoods, SS
appliances, fin-
ished LL w/Rec
Rm, 1/2 BA & W/O
to deck. Short
term lease consid-
ered.

Fairfax  $503,900
Sunroom

The beautiful sunroom on the main level is just one of the many wonder-
ful reasons to own this home. Gleaming hardwood on two levels, brand
new carpet on the bedroom and rec room level, breathtaking back yard,

patio and decking and a one car garage in the Woodson HS district.

Northern Clifton - $2,000,000
Incredible setting with many options.

21 acres w/ 4 buildable 5+ acre lots.

Build your dream home!

Fairfax $420,000
Beautiful Fair Ridge

Immaculate bright & sunny
townhome, offering 3 BR’s 2
full/2 half Baths, Skylight, Eat
in Kitchen, Bay Window, Living
Room features a wood burning
FP, Glass slider steps out to
deck, perfect for entertaining,
Finished W/O Lower Level.
Garage plus long driveway
holds 2 more cars. Bus one
block away to Vienna Metro.

Call Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Fairfax
$635,000

Raised
Rambler is
ready for
you! This
homes sits
on an amaz-
ing half-
acre lot &

the expansive windows bring the outside in. Eat-in
Kitchen is expanded & remodeled. Oversized two-
car garage. Woodson school district. So close yet
so private!
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Lorton $799,000
Amazing Upgrades & Backing to Parkland! 5,500+ fin sf,
5BR & 4.5BA. Large Custom 2-Tier Slate Patio backing to
Woods. Hardwood floors, 3 Gas Fireplaces, Master Sitting
Room, Custom Window Treatments throughout, Cooks
Kitchen w/Granite Counters, Double Oven, 42" Cabinets.
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