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Celebrate the Chinese New Year
Feb. 15-19, Feb. 22-25, Mar. 1-8

With Darrin’s Special 9-Course Dinner Menu!

703-569-4800
Dine-In • Carry Out

6228-A Rolling Road
(W. Springfield Shopping Ctr.)

Springfield, VA

by Times
Newspapers

by Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce

by Chinese
Restaurant News

Voted
“Best Chinese
Restaurant in

Fairfax
County”

Chosen
“Best

Restaurant”

Voted
Top 10

for 2007

Reservations
are a must!

Must request special menu when
making your reservation.

(Regular Menu also available)

Appetizer

Live Lobster w/Fresh Mango Salad

Special Crispy Fresh Salmon Roll

Soup

Alaskan King Crab
w/Fresh Asparagus

Main Entrée

Fresh Lobster Tail w/Ginger,
Onion in Chef ’s Special Sauce

Dynasty Beef Tenderloin

Chili’s Sea Bass w/Special Sauce

Pineapple Fried Rice w/Shrimp,
Roast Pork in Pineapple Shell

Dessert

Tropical Fresh Fruits

Glass of Special Plum Wine

The Best Restaurant in the Area

Asian
Grill

Where Your Dental Needs
Come First!

Family Dentistry

• Crowns, Bridges, Partials,
   Full Dentures and Implants

• Denture Relining,
   Dentures and Partials
   Repaired While You Wait

• Saturday and Evening
   Appointments Available

• Most Insurances Accepted

• Free Invisalign Consultation

Raja Gupta, DDS
Dental First Associates, LLC

9570 A Burke Road, Burke, VA
in Burke Village II

703-323-9394
yourdentalfirst.com

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

Includes Exam,
Cleaning (in absence

of gum disease)
and X-rays

$89$89
(Regularly $288)

Se habla
Español

News

By Alvin Brown

L
ast Wednesday, Feb. 11,
the Lake Braddock Sec-
ondary School (LBSS)
welcomed the Howard

Gospel Choir of Howard Univer-
sity (HGC) to headline its first
musical Celebration of Gospel. The
concert was sponsored by the Mi-
nority Parents for Excellence in
Education (MPEE), a parent-led
organization that has been active
at LBSS for almost 30 years. The
program opened with the LBSS
JROTC presenting the colors and
LBSS Principal Dave Thomas rec-
ognizing special guests in the au-
dience.  Fairfax County School
Board At-Large member, Ilryong
Moon; Dr. Angela Atwater, Assis-
tant Superintendent, Region 4; a
few other special guests, Lake
Braddock families, numerous com-
munity members from nearby
churches in Alexandria and even
friends coming across the bridge
from Maryland attended.

The New Voices Choir, compris-
ing seven extremely gifted high
school students with a calling for
musicianship, opened the evening
of singing; they came to the stage

and uplifted the audience with
several notable selections includ-
ing a civil rights anthem from the
1970, “To Be Young, Gifted and
Black” originally made popular by

Nina Simone.
The Howard Gospel Choir took

to the stage of the Little Theater
with a rousing arrangement of
“Great is Thy Faithfulness,” a Gos-

pel standard that raised the audi-
ence to their feet and involved in
a sing-along.

The choir sang other Gospel
standards including “Take my

Hand, Precious Lord” that is cur-
rently experiencing resurgence in
popularity since being featured in
the film “Selma” and Beyonce’s
rendition at the recent Grammy
Awards ceremony. The concert
culminated with HGC and New
Voices Choirs singing a rendition
of “Oh Happy Day.”

The Celebration of Gospel con-
cert was the MPEE’s premier event
this school year designed to sup-
port fundraising efforts for schol-
arship awards for deserving mi-
nority students at LBSS.

The mission of the MPEE is to
foster a commitment toward aca-
demic and personal excellence
through increasing awareness,
generating educational opportuni-
ties and representing the diverse
interests of minority students at
LBSS.

The concert was not only to sup-
port their mission to generate
funds for scholarships, but also to
bring a cultural awareness to high
school students and the commu-
nity during this year’s Black His-
tory Month. Visit their website at
www.mpee-lb.org.

Inaugural Celebration of Gospel Event Held in Burke

Lake Braddock New Voices Choir
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News
Burke Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Ken Moore

The Connection

S
upervisor Jeff McKay pointed out
the irony in County Executive Ed
Long’s proposed $3.8 billion bud-
get. Three planning positions

would be eliminated from the budget even
though Long suggested the county needs
more efforts to raise revenue from commer-
cial and industrial venues.

“A timely planning process in revitaliza-
tion is important in economic develop-
ment,” said McKay after Long’s 30-minute
presentation to the Board of Supervisors on
Tuesday, Feb. 17. “The planner piece is not
going in the same direction as the economic
development question.”

McKay pointed to redevelopment along
the Route 1 corridor as a source of economic
growth that would require extra input from
planning.  Long agreed that the county ur-
gently needs to expand the nonresidential
tax base in the county.

Commercial assessments dropped 0.6
percent, while residential assessments in-
creased 3.4 percent. Commercial vacancy
rates are higher than they have been since
1991. Although the U.S. economy grew at
an estimated rate of 2.6 percent during the
fourth quarter of 2014, “we are clearly
underperforming the national economy,”
Long told the Supervisors, mostly due to
the sequester and reductions in federal
spending and contracting.

“Our economy is very dependent on
people buying cars, buying houses and
shopping,” Long said.

Long forecasts no significant improve-
ments in the short term future. “We cannot
fund all our priorities and investments.”
Most departments, aside from public safety,
will see some expenditure reduction.

Just 5,100 jobs were created in Northern
Virginia in 2014, less than half of the 11,900
jobs created in 2013, which is half the num-
ber of jobs (25,250) created on average in
2011 and 2012.

“It is a bit sobering,” said Hunter Mill
Supervisor Catherine Hudgins.

Stalled Labor Market Slows County Budget
Proposed budget
calls for no real estate
tax rate increase, but
average homeowner
would pay $184 more.

Budget Town Hall
Meetings
Providence District Budget Meeting
Providence Community Center, 3001

Vaden Drive, Fairfax - Multi-
Purpose Room 2

Wednesday, March 11, 7 p.m.

Braddock District Budget Meeting
Braddock Government Center, 9002

Burke Lake Road, Burke - Braddock
Hall

Wednesday, March 11, 7:30 p.m.

Chairman Bulova’s Community
Dialogue on the Budget, South

South County Center, 8350 Richmond
Highway, Alexandria - Room 221

Saturday, March 14, 10 a.m.

Chairman Bulova’s Community
Dialogue on the Budget

Fairfax County Government Center,
12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax - Conference
Room 9/10

Saturday, March 14, 2:30 p.m.

Braddock District Budget Meeting
Frost Middle School, 4101 Pickett

Road, Fairfax
Tuesday, March 17, 7:30 p.m.

Springfield District Budget Meeting
West Springfield Government Center,

6140 Rolling Road, Springfield,
Community Room

Wednesday, March 18, 7 p.m.

Mason District Budget Meeting
Mason District Government Center,

6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale -
Main Community Room

Thursday, March 19, 7 p.m.

Lee District Budget Meeting
Franconia Government Center - 6121

Franconia Road, Alexandria
Wednesday, March 25, 7 p.m.

Budget Schedule
March 3: Board advertises FY 2016 tax rate
April 7-9: Public hearings
April 21: Budget markup
April 28: Budget adoption

To sign up to speak at one of the public hear-
ings, call the Clerk to the Board’s Office at
703-324-3151 or 703- 324-2391 (TTY 711) or to
access the form to sign up to speak, go to https://
w w w . f a i r f a x c o u n t y . g o v / b o s c l e r k /
speaker_bos.htm The public can send written tes-
timony or communicate with the Clerk’s Office by
email at: clerktothebos@fairfaxcounty.gov

5 Things to
Know about
the Budget

❖ One penny change in the
real estate tax rate, currently
$1.09, is worth $22.6 million.

❖ The average 2014 home
selling price, $517,000, has
still not reached its previous
peak value of $543,271
achieved in 2005.

❖ Direct office vacancy
rate was 15.2 percent as of
mid-year 2014, the highest
office vacancy rate since
1991.

❖ Fairfax County Public
Schools request $14 million
more than is in the current
proposed budget. Schools ask
for a 3.99 percent increase;
the current county budget
proposal includes 3.43 per-
cent increase over last year.

❖ School Age Child Care
(SACC) fees restructured to
generate revenue and to bet-
ter reflect income levels and
affordability for participating
families. Full paying families
will see an increase of 8 per-
cent.

Courtesy of Fairfax County Government

This pie chart shows sources of county revenue, with 64 percent coming from
real estate taxes.

Courtesy of Fairfax County Government

This pie chart shows county expenditures, with 52.8 percent going to Fairfax
County Public Schools, and 12 percent to public safety.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

A
s the current meeting of the Vir-
ginia General Assembly neared
the one-month mark, legislators
in the House of Delegates and

Senate had to finalize work on bills they
would send to their counterparts for con-
sideration. Last week’s “cross-over” on Feb.
11 marked their final chance to either move
forward with promising legislation or kill
it, with the exception of budget or revenue
bills.

“We’re always told not to fall in love with
your bills,” said Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-
41), “but it’s hard not to do that. When you
work with stakeholders and get to know the
issue, especially with a lot of personal sto-
ries and testimonies, you get attached to
them.”

Even though some bills don’t make it to
the opposite chamber, many come back in
subsequent sessions.

Sen. George Barker (D-39) likes to say,
“My bill isn’t dead, it just hasn’t passed yet.”
Several of his bills that passed the Senate
this year have gotten killed in previous
years. “It takes a good while to build up
enough support,” he said, “and work with
people who have concerns.”

The cross-over milestone is standard pro-
cedure for a session that lawmakers said is
moving along as expected, without much
fanfare or controversy.

“This is really the way it should be,” said

Del. Dave Albo (R-42). “We’re running a
state: Our job is to pave roads, put bad guys
in prison, keep kids in college and schools.”

But that doesn’t mean it’s all downhill
from the cross-over.

“As with any session, there’s ups and
downs, some very tough votes you have to
take,” said Del. David Bulova (D-37). “There
are things you really like, or wish you
weren’t in the package, but does this move
the ball forward or not? The easy bills are
typically the ones taken care of in first week
or two.”

Bulova cited the request for Dominion
Power to forego the biennial rate review it
would normally be subject to as an example
of a “tougher” and “more nuanced” issue
now being dealt with.

“On one side, it’s nice to have that review,”
he said. “On other side, with the cost of new
regulations that are going to dramatically
reduce carbon emissions, there’s something
to be said for freezing rates. To understand
all that goes into rate-making, with respon-
sibility to consumers and the environment,
I wish I had 30 minutes to explain it to ev-
ery constituent.”

Ethics legislation and tweaks to the bud-
get passed last year are two other major
areas receiving attention.

Sen. Toddy Puller (D-36) thinks the bud-
get is “looking pretty good,” but remains
curious to see how the ethics bill comes out.
“What we did last year I voted for, but just
thought it was pathetic,” she said. “It’s
pretty hard not to vote for ethics reform.
This year I’m hoping it will do something.”

With the the cross-over moving the legis-
lative process along healthily, there’s some
speculation the session may even end “a day
or two early,” according to Sen. Dave
Marsden (D-37). “That saves us about about
$35,000 a day.”

But nobody’s holding their breath.

Sen. Dave Marsden (D-37) (rear) and constituents Jennifer Collins (front
left) and Haley Smith (front right) celebrate the passage of Marsden’s
medical marijuana legislation in Richmond.

General Assembly
Reaches Crossover
Bills live, die or fold
into other legislation
before review by the
opposite chamber.

Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41) meets with former state senator, now 41st
district constituent, Emilie Miller in Richmond.
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See Lawmakers,  Page 10

Dead or Alive
Lawmakers pick their highlights from bills
that were killed, folded into other bills or
passed to the other side.

Del. David Bulova (D-37)
DEAD
HB1872: Would have required the

Board of Education to arrange a special
training program for principals working
with struggling schools. The bill passed
the House education committee but died
in appropriations.

ALIVE
HB1725: Creates a Virginia Solar En-

ergy Development Authority. Technically
Bulova’s bill was rolled into a similar bill
from Del. Timothy Hugo (R-40),
HB2267.

HB1667: An ethics bill that would cap
all gifts to legislators at $100, whether
tangible or intangible. Bulova’s bill was
rolled into a similar bill from Del. C. Todd
Gilbert (R-15), which retained the $100
cap core concept.

HB1515: Requires hospitals to pro-
vide new parents with information on
safe sleep environments for their baby
at their discharge.

Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41)
DEAD
HB1327: Would have permitted vot-

ers 75 and older, or disabled voters, to
go to the head of the line on election day.

HB2041: Would have established an
advisory council for identifying open
education resources, helping prevent stu-
dents from spending as much money on
hard copy textbooks.

HB1668: Dealt with allowing students
of different grade levels the opportunity
for an “expedited retake” of their Virginia
Standards of Learning (SOL) exam. The
concept stayed alive as it was rolled into
Del. Gregory Habeeb’s (R-8) HB1490.

ALIVE
HB2306: Establishes Achieving a Bet-

ter Life Experience (ABLE) trust accounts
for individuals and families with children
to help them save for living and other
expenses. This follows a ABLE Act Con-
gress passed at the end of 2014.

HB1343: Requires that sexual assaults
on college campuses be reported either
by campus police or local law enforce-
ment to the Commonwealth’s attorney
within 48 hours of beginning an investi-

gation. Filler-Corn’s bill was rolled into
Del. Jimmie Massie III’s (R-72) HB1785.

HB1552 and 2046: Provide for fin-
gerprinting, background checks and
other regulations for child care provid-
ers. These bills were folded into a larger
omnibus bill from Del. Robert Orrock (R-
54), HB1570, of which Filler-Corn is a
chief co-patron.

Del. Dave Albo (R-42)
DEAD
HB1539: Would have set up a Virginia

Translational Medical Investment Fund
for the state to make loans to private
businesses doing research in translational
medicine.

ALIVE
HB1445: Allows patients receiving

treatment for epilepsy to legally possess
and use a derivative of marijuana, pro-
vided they have certification from their
doctor.

HB1503: Corrects a loophole allow-
ing people to get out of a Driving Under
the Influence charge, according to Albo.

HB1635: Deals with defamation over
the Internet. If someone files an action
within a year, they’re given a “reason-
able” amount of time to find out who the
people are that made anonymous defa-
matory statements.

Del. Mark Sickles (R-43)
DEAD
HB2054: Any time a citizen receives

a payment from the state, this bill
would’ve required the state to offer a
hard copy check option as well as elec-
tronic payment transfer. A similar bill did
pass, one that only affects tax refunds.

HB2388: Would have forced a closer
look at the 5-600 state prisoners sen-
tenced prior to 1995, before there was
no parole, releasing them if eligible based
on their time served exceeding “the mid-
point of the most recent discretionary
sentencing guidelines.”

HB2158: Dealing with special elec-
tions, this would’ve regularized some of
the arbitrary selection of dates to help
reduce the cost of holding the elections
themselves.
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesTree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Selected indoor
plants 1/2 price

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off (3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

F
airfax County-based Inova
Health Systems will take
over the Exxon Mobil head-

quarters building in the Merrifield
area of the county to house the
Inova Center for Personalized
Health. The center will make
Fairfax County “a community
known worldwide for genomic sci-
ence,” said Gerald L. Gordon,
Ph.D., president and CEO of the
Fairfax County Economic Develop-
ment Authority (FCEDA) at the

event at Inova Fairfax Hospital
where hospital system officials
announced creation of the center.
The event also featured Gov. Terry
McAuliffe and Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova as well as leaders
from Inova and Exxon Mobil.
Inova CEO Knox Singleton an-
nounced that the Peterson Family
Foundation will donate $10 mil-
lion for the initiative.

“This campus will make Fairfax
County a hub for world-class re-
search and the commercialization
of ground-breaking discoveries.
New companies will grow as a re-
sult and more world-class re-
searchers and businesses will want
to be here,” Gordon said.

The Inova Center for Personal-
ized Health will have three goals:

*Create the world’s leading cen-
ter for translational cancer re-
search and patient care based on
genomic science and individual-
ized therapy;

*Create a leading center of na-
tionally recognized biotech re-
searchers developing new tests,
therapy and population health
processes based on genomic sci-
ence and bioinformatics; and,

*Stimulate collaboration of life-
science companies with world-
class researchers leading to the
expansion of the life-science
economy in Virginia and the Wash-
ington, D.C., area.

Gordon noted that the center
will dramatically accelerate the
FCEDA’s goal of further diversify-
ing the economic base of the
county. “We’ve been working to
attract, retain, and grow the
county’s non- government con-
tracting economy for several years.
This announcement places Fairfax
County in a leadership position in
the growth of the nascent indus-
try of translational medicine,” he
said.

The center will be based in a
landmark building, near the Capi-
tal Beltway interchange with Ar-
lington Boulevard (U.S. Route 50).

Inova to Create a
New Center in Fairfax

Assistant Editor
Full-time assistant editor to help with all aspects of

producing award-winning weekly newspapers, including
daily web and social media updates.

Must be a prolific, efficient, accurate writer/rewriter with
good basic knowledge of AP style and clean copy. Self-
starter with excellent time management skills who can to
work independently and collaboratively with strong
organizational skills, high productivity, attention to detail.
Exciting opportunity to learn from excellent editors.
Essential Responsibilities:

Generating local content daily for print and online, including cal-
endar & entertainment listings, news briefs, crime reports, business
briefs, school and education notes, faith notes, photo galleries, etc.

Monitor never-ending email, prioritize, download, edit, com-
pile, post.

Community engagement, communication with readers and
sources. Continuously seeking new sources of local information.

Copy editing, fact checking, familiarity with AP Style.
Design and paginate weekly entertainment, calendar and notes

pages for multiple papers.
Update websites daily, post to social media.
Stay on top of local breaking news, work with editor and

reporters to update.
Help transition to digital first workflow.
Salary approximately $30K, health insurance, paid vacation.

Office is 2 blocks from King Street Metro station. Free parking.
Send letter, resume, three clips

or examples of work to
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
he Virginia House and
the Senate have
penned similar but
competing mid-point

versions to the 2014-2016 bien-
nial budget. These budgets will
now go to a conference commit-
tee to work out differences in time
for a Feb. 28 adjournment of the
annual legislative session. With
both houses being under the same political
party control, the differences are not great and
will likely be easily reconciled.

Governor McAuliffe had proposed revisions
to the Commonwealth’s budget, but his rec-
ommendations were ignored in one significant
way: his budget proposal included the expan-
sion of Medicaid for the working poor, but the
majority party in both houses adamantly op-
pose it. Had Medicaid expansion been ap-
proved, the state would have saved
$107,000,000 in state spending in FY 2016

alone and would have picked up
$482,300,000 in new federal
money. The issue of this column
is not Medicaid expansion, how-
ever, for which I have made my
position known in several col-
umns. Instead, I want to focus on
the paranoia in Richmond over the
actions of the Federal government
that the opposition to Medicaid
expansion reflects. That paranoia
was reflected among other places

in a budget amendment in the House that pro-
vided that “no general or non-general funds
shall be appropriated or expended for such
costs as may be intended to implement any
federal program or Presidential executive ac-
tion calling for ‘free’ tuition at institutions of
higher education.” The amendment passed
with my speaking against it, suggesting that
we should at least see the new program be-
fore we decided to oppose it.

Virginia has a long history of opposing fed-
eral action. Going back to 1798, James Madi-

son introduced the concept of interposition –
that the state could interpose itself between
the federal government and the people when
it deemed federal laws to be unconstitutional.
Interposition or nullification has been used by
many states to oppose federal actions on many
issues. The Civil War was the most dramatic
statement at attempted interposition.

In the 1950s, Virginia attempted to interpose
itself against federal action to desegregate the
schools. Its efforts through more than 40 law-
suits became known as “massive resistance”,
which of course ultimately failed.

The call has gone out once again for the need
to protect ourselves against the federal gov-
ernment, particularly the Obama administra-
tion. Several bills, for example, were intro-
duced this session to nullify actions of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency in air and wa-
ter quality regulations. Our Federal system with
its checks and balances have worked well for
many years to protect citizens from a run-away
government. At the same time, it creates chal-
lenges for smooth operation. This continuing
power struggle diverts attention from the real
issues of our economy and society and leads
to the frustrations that many feel with the op-
eration or gridlock of government. The federal
government is not always wrong. At the same
time, the state government is not always right.
The public expects that leaders work through
these differences and that issues be resolved.

The federal government is not always wrong.
At the same time, the state government is not
always right.

Staying Ahead of the Feds

Commentary

Fairfax County’s free Family
Caregiver Telephone Support
Group will discuss using the Internet to
help with caregiving on Tuesday, March
10, 7-8 p.m. Register
a t w w w . f a i r f a x c o u n t y . g o v / d f s /
olderadultservices/caregiver.htm. Call
703-324-5484, TTY 711.

The Wakefield Senior Center in
Annandale needs volunteer Bilin-
gual English/Spanish activity
leaders, a Canasta Player to lead a

group and certified instructors for
classes in Pilates, Chair Exercise
and Ballroom Dance. For these and
other volunteer opportunities, call 703-
324-5406 , TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and
click on Volunteer Solutions.

The Kingstowne Center for Active
Adults in Alexandria needs instructors
for Mosaic Art and Jewelry Making.
For these and other volunteer opportuni-

ties, call703-324-5406, TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and
click on Volunteer Solutions.

Korean Meals on Wheels needs
Korean-speaking volunteers to
deliver meals in Centreville,
Annandale and Falls Church. For
these and other volunteer opportunities,
call 703-324-5406, TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadultsand
click on Volunteer Solutions.

Volunteers Events and Opportunities

Outstanding
Article,
Outstanding
Services
To the Editor:

Mr. (Kenneth) Moore’s feature
article (“Combining Health and
Mental Health,” Connection, Feb-
ruary 11-17, 2015), which pro-
vided information concerning the
Community Services Board (CBS)
services to the Fairfax community
was outstanding.

Prior to reading his article, I did
not know such an organization
existed.  The CBS services, de-
scribed in the article, provided by
the  leadership and staff are to be
commended for helping so many
people in need these last few
years.

Having been involved on the
staff of a state’s Mental Health and
Disabilities department in the
midwest prior to moving to Fairfax
County,  mental health needs were
ever growing in numbers.  As
pointed out in the article, “One in
every five people live with a men-
tal health problem...and two-
thirds go without treatment.”  This
is alarming and most disturbing in
today’s society.  From where I

came from, the state’s budget for
Mental Health and Drug Abuse
could not keep up with the de-
mand and needs of its citizen, and
this was back in the 70s.

Fairfax County is well known for
outstanding services provided in
our schools.

It is also encouraging to learn
the county, under the directorship
of Tisha Deeghan and her staff
commits themselves in providing
mental health services by   letting
us know “we are here (to serve)
everybody.”  Thank you.

Ronald L. Baker
Springfield

The writer is retired and was a
former Budget officer for the State
of Illinois, Dept of Mental Health &
Disabilities including the Illinois
Drug Abuse Program during the
years, 1972-1976.

Beneficial
Choices
To the Editor:

The cab drivers who seek pro-
tection from the government
against Uber and other ride-shar-
ing companies have this all wrong.

Cab drivers who are dissatisfied
with their work hours or earnings
are free to either remain cab driv-
ers or to seek another way to earn
money. If they don’t like the regu-
lations they have to deal with or
the fact that there are “too many
cab drivers at National Airport” to
make enough money, then they are
free to use their gifts and talents
to seek other ways to live produc-
tive lives. They are free, for ex-
ample, to drive for Uber or any
other ride sharing company and
they should be free to offer such

Letters to the Editor

services on their own.
Society benefits most when

there is free and open market and
when the choices of who to engage
in commerce with and on what
terms are broad. If a consumer
wants to call even a wholly un-
regulated Uber car, then so be it,
it is not the proper role of govern-
ment to say “you can’t do that.”
Someone needing to get from
point A to point B should be free
to use their own minds to decide
which is the better option for
them.

It is up to the taxicab industry
to convince consumers that a taxi
is a better option rather than to
seek the heavy hand of govern-
ment to quash innovation, compe-
tition, and entrepreneurship.

Benjamin W. Glass, III
Fairfax Station
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5765-C Burke Centre Pkwy • Burke • 703-239-9324

$5.00 OFF Breakfast
Saturday 8–11 AM • Sunday 8 AM–3 PM

Offer expires 3/1/15. Not valid with any other offers.

We Are Open for Breakfast
Saturdays 8–11 A.M. and

Sundays 8 A.M.–3 P.M.

Crème Brûlée
French Toast

Best Homemade Angus Burgers,
Soups, Salads, Sandwiches,

Pastas, Aged Steaks
and Daily Specials

Great American Food Since 1996

www.hopsfrog.com

B
ruce L. Green, re-
gional vice president
of Weichert, Real-

tors, announced Sales Asso-
ciate Youssef Zeroual of the
Burke/Fairfax Station office
was individually recognized
for his exceptional industry
success during the month of
January. A top producer,
Zeroual led the region,
which comprises offices
throughout Fairfax,
Loudoun, Fauquier and
Delaware counties, for re-
sales and resale revenue
units. Zeroual can be
reached in Weichert’s Burke/
Fairfax Station office at 9299
Old Keene Mill Road or by
phone at 703-569-7870.

Youssef
Zeroual

Weichert, Real-
tors Recognizes
Burke/Fairfax
Station Office
Associate

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the
corner of Fairfax County Parkway and
Burke Lake Roads, holds a bible study
fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays followed
by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery
care and children’s church also pro-
vided. 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax
Station, 703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist
Center, 10875 Main St., Fairfax City
provides free classes to both newcomers
and advanced practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhism.

The center emphasizes working with
the mind and learning how to under-
stand the workings of the mind,
overcoming innner causes of suffering,
while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa
Rinpoche, the center is a place of study,
contemplation and meditation. Visit
http://www.guhyasamaja.org for more
information.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers ser-
vices at two locations, in Fairfax at 5114
Twinbrook Road and in Clifton at 13421
Twin Lakes Drive.

Services in Fairfax are held on Satur-
days at 5:30 p.m. and Sundays at 8:30
and 10 a.m.

Services in Clifton are held on Sun-
days at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
703-323-9500 or www.Lordoflifeva.org.

First Baptist Church of Spring-
field offers Sunday school at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10:30 a.m. worship ser-

vice at 7300 Gary St., Springfield. 703-
451-1500 or www.fbcspringfield.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church,
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton, offers
Sunday worship services at 8:30 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

Nursery care is provided. Christian
education for all ages is at 9:45 a.m.
703-830-3175.

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic
Church, 6720 Union Mill Road, Clifton,
conducts Sunday masses at 7:30 a.m.,
8:45 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. It
also offers a Saturday vigil at 5:30 p.m.
and a Thursday Latin mass at 7 p.m.
703-817-1770 or www.st-andrew.org.

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, 8304 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield, offers casual worship ser-
vices on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
featuring contemporary music. More
traditional services take place on Sun-
day mornings at 8:15 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School is from 9:45-10:45 a.m.
for children and adults.

The church also offers discussion
groups for adults. 703-451-5855 or
www.poplc.org.

Kirkwood Presbyterian Church,
8336 Carrleigh Parkway in Springfield,
supports a Mothers of Preschoolers
(MOPS) program on the first and third
Wednesday of each month.

Meetings are 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the
church. All mothers and children are
welcome.

The program provides mothers an op-
portunity to get to know other mothers
through discussions and craft activities.
Register. 703-451-5320.

Faith Notes
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www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.

703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM

 Worship Service
10:30 AM

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center
“Experience the Difference”

bb
To Advertise Your Community
of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

FRIDAY/FEB. 20
Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. 4:30 p.m.

Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Games related to
book. School age. 703-249-1520.

SATURDAY/FEB. 21
8th Annual Monopoly

Tournament. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Gallery
Building 16, 2nd floor, Lorton. Play
Monopoly to raise money for the
Lorton Community Action Center
(LCAC). Registration fee is $25. Visit
LortonMonopoly.com or call 703-
339-5161, ext. 150 for more
information.

11th Annual Eco-Savvy
Symposium: Mature Evolving
Landscapes. 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Historic Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Learn strategies for adapting to the
challenges of mature evolving
landscapes. Lunch included, call site
for vegetarian options. $70. Register
online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/greenspring using code 290
188 5501 or call 703-642-5173.

Cheese and Tea Tasting Party. 10
a.m. - noon. Historic Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Learn about taste science
in general and of tea and their
cheese-mates in particular. $27.
Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring using code 290 102 6601
or call 703-642-5173.

Children’s Theatre: “All Tangled
Up.” Through March 21. Workhouse
Arts Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton.
Presented by Mestey Films
Productions. LIVE onstage! Rapunzel
has let herself down from her tower
without waiting for Prince Charming!
She has changed her own fairy tale!

Alice’s Adventures in
“Wonderland.” Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton. 8 p.m.
Presented by Unquiet Theatre
Company. Written by Jmes Michael
Shoberg. Directed by Katy Chmura.

Concert: HAPA. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap,
1635 Trap Road, Vienna. 7:30 p.m.
With songs ranging from ancient
chants to contemporary Hawaiian
tunes, it’s no wonder the L.A. Times
calls HAPA’s music “beautiful, fragile,
spiritual, and powerful,” all at once.
Tickets $25-30.

Wag a Tale. 10:30, 10:45 ,11:00 and
11:15 a.m. Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Need a little practice reading or just
love dogs? Register to read to one of
our therapy dogs. Ages 5-12. To
register visit http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/kn/.

Paws to Read. 11, 11:15, 11:30 and
11:45 a.m. Lorton Library, 9520
Richmond Highway, Lorton. Practice
reading aloud to trained therapy
dogs. 15-minute sessions available.
Ages 6-12. Register at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/lo/.

Teen Writers Group. 10:30 a.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Do you enjoy
writing fiction, poetry, non-fiction
and memoirs. Join us for sharing
discussion and feedback of works in
progress. Teen volunteer facilitates.
Ages 13 to 18. 703-249-1520.

Tales to Tails. 10:30 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360

North St., Fairfax. Need practice
reading? Read aloud to a friendly,
trained therapy dog. Ages 6 to 12.
703-293-6227.

MONDAY/FEB. 23
Rainbow Readers. 10:30 - 11:15 a.m.

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. Join
us for a Mo Willems themed story
time to celebrate his birthday. Early
Literacy storytime with stories and
songs. Ages 3-5 with adult. To
register visit http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/kn/.

Music and Movin’ with Miss
Susan. 10:30, 11:30 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Ages 6 months to
5 years with adult. 703-293-6227.

Gymboree: Infants I. 10:30 a.m.
Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Play-
based activities to stretch the body
and mind. Ages 3 to 8 months with
adult. 703-644-7333.

Gymboree: Infants II. 11:15 a.m.
Pohick Regional Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Play-
based activities to stretch the body
and mind. Ages 9 to 14 months with
adult. 703-644-7333.

Chess Club. 4 p.m. Pohick Regional
Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. Learn strategy and play with
others of comparable skill. Ages 8 to
16. 703-644-7333.

Pohick Prose Society. 7 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Teens talk about books.
Call for title. Ages 13 to 18. 703-644-
7333.

TUESDAY/FEB. 24
 Small Wonders. 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven

Place, Oakton. Short stories for you
and your child. Ages 13-23 months
with adult. Register at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ok/.

Tai Chi. 10 a.m. Burke Centre Library,
5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke. Come
and experience the benefits of Tai
Chi introduced by Dante Gilmer of
Still Water Tai Chi Center. Wear
comfortable clothes that allow
movement. Adults. 703-249-1520.

Tales to Tails. 4:30 p.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Need practice
reading? Read aloud to a friendly,
trained therapy dog. Ages 6 to 12.
703-293-6227.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 25
Did The Groundhog See His

Shadow? 11 - 11:30 a.m. Lorton
Library, 9520 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. Stories and activities about
groundhogs. Ages 3-5 with adult.
Register at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/lo/.

Tiny Tots. 10:30 a.m. Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Join instructor Susan Alverson for
music, movement and song. Ages 1 to
2 years with adult. 703-249-1520.

Tales for Twos: What’s in Your
Pocket? 10:30 a.m. Pohick Regional
Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. Can you jump like a kangaroo
or hide inside a pocket? Join us for
stories, songs and rhymes that
highlight early literacy skills for you
and your toddler together. Ages 24 to
35 months. 703-644-7333.

Brain Games at the Library. 4:30
p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North St., Fairfax. Have fun
and win prizes with our board games
and card games that challenge your
thinking and build your skills. Ages 8
to 12. 703-293-6227.

THURSDAY/FEB. 26
Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m. City

of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Build your child’s
early literacy skills while enjoying
stories, songs and activities. Ages 3 to
5 with adult. 703-293-6227.

FRIDAY/FEB. 27
Garden Talks with Master

Gardeners: Winter Beauty in
the Garden. 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Historic Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Learn about garden trees, shrubs and
grasses that add instant beauty and
interest throughout the cold winter
months. $10. Register online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring using code 290 102
9001or call 703-642-5173.

Fun Flicks. 10:30 a.m. Pohick Regional
Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. Watch movies based on
children’s books. All ages. Register
each child and adult separately. 703-
644-7333.

Bricks 4 Kidz. 4:30 p.m. Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Learn, build and play with LEGO
bricks. Content designed by
engineers and architects, with
exciting themes such as space,
inventions, and amusement parks.
Ages 5 to 10. 703-249-1520.

SATURDAY/FEB. 28
Seeds Workshop: Starting from

Scratch. 9:30 - 11 a.m. Historic
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Judy
Zatsick, Green Spring’s own
propagator/horticulturalist, teaches
the ins and outs of starting your own
seed collection. $22. Register online
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/

Entertainment
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By Tim Peterson

The Connection

C
entreville resident Debbie
Robison hasn’t chopped a
cord of lumber or laid a

railroad trestle. But for more than
a year she’s done hard labor at the
National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration, researching Civil
War-era railroad workers in North-
ern Virginia.

Patrick Lennon of Visit Fairfax
approached the Fairfax County
History Commission in 2011 with
the idea of participating in the
state sesquicentennial remem-
brance of the Civil War. Several
years into their participation,
Robison, a history commissioner
representing the Sully district,
thought it would be a good idea
to create a historical marker hon-
oring the contributions of African-
Americans to the war.

She knew she wanted to do a
marker on African-Americans who
worked on the railroads, a major
asset to the military supply chain,
but needed to find out more about
what occurred in different loca-
tions around the state.

The Orange & Alexandria Rail-
road, built in 1851, facilitated the
development of towns along its
path including Clifton, Fairfax and
Burke Station.

“It is important to note the many
nameless African-American heroes
who protected our land and heri-
tage — without them, the Orange
& Alexandria Railroad would not
have been able to contribute to the
success of the Federal troops,” said

Lynne Garvey-Hodge with the
Fairfax County History Commis-
sion.

“They would not have been sup-
ported by the Overland campaign
which included 6,000 heads of
cattle sent weekly (1,200 daily
Friday through Tuesday) from Al-
exandria to Brandy Station to feed
the Union troops on 300 cattle
cars,” Garvey-Hodge continued.
“The entire operation required the
constant employment of 300-plus
men and many, many more wood
choppers to support the fuel needs
of the railroad.”

ROBISON WENT to the National
Archives and poured over U.S.
military railroad records and
newspaper records from the pe-
riod. What she teased out was the
story of a group of African-Ameri-
cans, freed and “contraband”
former slaves working in Burke
Station as woodcutters.

The Burke Station area was
heavily wooded in the mid-19th
century, and the cords of lumber
these men cut and removed went
into railroad ties for Union trains
moving troops and supplies, and
rebuilding bridges that Confeder-
ate soldiers made a habit of torch-
ing. “What struck me was the fact
that these men, who had escaped
slavery, were working outside pro-
tected Union lines,” said Robison.
“Many were captured and sent
back South. They weren’t always
protected and risked being cap-
tured.”

“It was a very personal war,” said
Jon Vrana, president of the Burke
Historical Society. “They were re-
ally fighting for their lives and in-
dependence.”

The marker Robison helped cre-
ate, now standing in the ground
in front of the Burke Volunteer Fire
& Rescue Department, tells this
story and recounts a specific inci-
dent on Oct. 28, 1863 at Burke

Station.
“Confederate raiders had cap-

tured many contraband workers,”
said Robison, “a wagon master, a
handful of mules. One of the
contrabands escaped and went
and warned the Union garrison.
He was able to alert people they
were captured.”

The Confederate captors had
been marching their prisoners to-
ward the station guard when the

garrison, forewarned by the man
who escaped, fired a volley at
them. The raiders fled, leaving the
woodcutters free and unharmed.

THE MARKER was unveiled at a
ceremony on Saturday, Feb. 14 at
the community center in the Burke
Volunteer Fire & Rescue Depart-
ment. The Mt. Zion Gospel Men’s
Choir added a musical flair to the
event. “It was a good celebration

of community, the fire department
and historical society, coming to-
gether to honor people that really
risked their lives,” said Supervisor
Pat Herrity (R-Springfield). “These
are good examples of people that
are true heroes.” “The marker is
really serving as a reminder to
people of the past events that were
occurring in the Burke area,”
Robison said, “not just shopping
centers.”

Fairfax County History commissioner Debbie Robison and her father
Frank Palmer stand behind the new Civil War historical marker in Burke.

Wood choppers lived in primitive huts along the Orange &
Alexandria Railroad.

New Marker Honors African-American Woodcutters in Burke
Civil War heroes
risked being cap-
tured and sent
back into slavery.
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I
ncreased operation costs are forcing the
Virginia Railway Express to consider a
4 percent fare increase. The price of

Amtrak Step-Up tickets would rise from $3
to $5, but the discounted 10-ride, five-day
and monthly passes would remain un-
changed. Before VRE goes ahead with any
changes, the organization is holding a num-
ber of public hearings around Virginia and
Washington, D.C. to solicit customer feed-
back. A hearing will be held in Burke on
Feb. 24 at The Commons Community Cen-

ter at 7 p.m.
The Commons is located at 9837 Burke

Pond Lane. More information on the hear-
ings can be found at www.vre.org. Written
comments can be submitted until Friday,
March 6 electronically to
publiccomment@vre.org, over the phone to
Bryan Jungwirth at 703-684-1001 or by
mail to Bryan Jungwirth, 1500 King Street,
Suite 202, Alexandria, Virginia 22314.

— Tim Peterson

VRE is considering a 4 percent fare increase.

Public Hearings Scheduled to Discuss Poten-
tial VRE Fare Increase
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From Page 4

Lawmakers Pick Their Legislative Highlights
ALIVE
HB2372: Creates an electronic asset

verification program for applications for
medical assistance such as Medicaid.
“This bill is needed so that we can help
reduce some of the potential fraud in
people seeking benefits,” said Sickles.

HB2056 and HB2062: Technical
election administration bills, including
a requirement on presidential election
years for scantron voting machines to be
available for every 4,000 voters in a pre-
cinct.

Del. Scott Surovell (D-44)
DEAD
HB2339: Would have helped students

access electronic textbooks by requiring
schools to provide them with computers
to use.

HB2011: Would have helped prevent
motor vehicle title lender “subsidiaries”
from operating in unregulated store-
fronts. “The practice is completely un-
regulated,” said Surovell, “they’re com-
pletely evading the law.”

 HB2337: Sought to require the
Board of Education to include the dan-
gers and legal implications of “sexting”
in Family Life Education curriculum.

ALIVE
HB1684: Would allow students who

achieved a certain score or above on Ad-
vanced Placement exams to waive tak-
ing the Virginia Standards of Learning
test in the same subject area. The bill
was rolled into other, similar legislation.

HB2015: Adds items such as child sup-
port, spousal support and low income fami-
lies’ tax refunds to creditors’ collection ex-
emption list.

HB1764: (Chief co-patron with Del. G.
Manoli Loupassi [R-68]) If a data provider
sells, publishes or otherwise shares data
about a person’s criminal background that
has already been expunged, this bill
strengthens the remedies available to con-
sumers on the opposite end of the data pro-
vider.

Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34)
ALIVE
SB957: Restricts license plate readers

and use of other “spying technology” by the
police when there’s no warrant or investi-
gation pending. “It’s going to be a landmark
law in Virginia establishing personal pri-
vacy,” said Petersen.

SB1008: Homeowners Association bill of
rights, such as the right to notice of meet-
ings and due process when a complaint is
filed.

SB982: In cases of life-threatening drug
overdoses, this bill would protect anyone
who reports the situation from being pros-
ecuted for possessing illegal substances
themselves.

Sen. George Barker (D-39)
DEAD
SB1274: Would have allocated more

funds for re-paving secondary roads.
SB1295: Would prevent government of-

ficials from censoring sermons given by
National Guard chaplains. This bill was
folded into SB690.

SB1112: Would have provided for five
and a half-hour school days for kindergar-
ten students.

ALIVE
SB701: Requires the state to offer citi-

zens the option to receive income tax re-
turn refunds as a check.

SB757 and SB900: Two bills that deal
with the Virginia Standards of Learning
tests: One allows middle school and elemen-
tary school students that were close to pass-
ing the test the opportunity for an expedited
retake; the other gives schools flexibility on
when they administer the tests. “This would
allow curriculums and teaching to be more
individualized,” said Barker.

SB1122: Helps set up a support network
for suicide prevention among college stu-
dents, universities and parents of students.

Sen. Dave Marsden (D-37)
DEAD
SB681: Three-year plan to raise the mini-

mum wage to $10.10. “We’ll get that soon,"
said Marsden. The bill died in the Com-
merce and Labor committee. “Last year, the
Republicans couldn’t look me in the eye.”

SB687: This bill would have imposed
more regulations on legislator retirements,
specifically if they were promoted to a new
position in their last four years of service
and received a pay increase more than 400
times their previous salary.

SB1391: Sought to create a procedural
guarantee for Department of Corrections
officers facing allegations that could
threaten their job.

ALIVE

SB1235: Medical marijuana bill, spe-
cifically regarding the use of Cannabidiol
oil and THC-A oil, very similar to Albo’s
HB1445.

SB730: Deals with individuals serv-
ing a life sentence without parole for
non-homicide crimes. The bill would
give them a “meaningful and reasonable
opportunity at release” through a four-
judge circuit court review panel.

SB1390: Would help homeowners
associations to hold elections despite
failing to a obtain a quorum at meetings.

Sen. Toddy Puller (D-36)
DEAD
SB728: Would have given art instruc-

tors the opportunity to obtain a license
for serving alcohol at private instruc-
tional events.

ALIVE
SB675 and SB 676: Regarding fund-

ing of a Northern Virginia Veterans Care
Center, including allocating two sums of
over $60 million from the federal gov-
ernment.

SB1032: Would reorganize Virginia
alcoholic beverage control, getting rid of
the ABC board in favor of a Virginia Al-
coholic Beverage Control Authority.

SB903: Would set up a problem-solv-
ing court docket specifically to meet the
needs of veterans, the mentally ill or
people re-entering society. “There are so
many that really do need some special
attention because of their circum-
stances,” said Puller. “I hope it goes well.”

Snow Day at Burke Lake Park
Johannes (left) and Mary Hofer (right), of Burke, enjoy the snow day
on Feb. 17 by snowshoeing around Burke Lake Park.
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2ND ANNUAL

Friday, March 6, 2015
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington/Fairfax Region help
hundreds of at-risk youth every day
right here in Fairfax County.

We invite your organization to consider sponsorship
opportunities for our 2nd Annual Boys and Girls Clubs
of Greater Washington, Fairfax Region Casino Night.

Casino Night is a fun-filled evening featuring:
• Full complement of staffed gaming tables including Texas Hold ’em,
   Black Jack and Craps, Roulette
• Fabulous dinner buffet * open bar * amazing raffles, live and silent auction
• Celebrity Emcee with music and dancing.

The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner
1700 Tysons Boulevard, McLean, Virginia 22102 • On the Silver Line

Friday, March 6, 2015
6:30-11:30pm

Tickets: $95.00 per person,
$175.00 per couple

Special Overnight Guest Room Rate
at the Ritz-Carlton for

Friday March 6, 2015 -- $119.00

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Washington/Fairfax Region help boys
and girls of all backgrounds build confidence, develop character, and acquire
skills fundamental to becoming productive, civic-minded, responsible adults.

BGCGW provides a safe and positive environment for our youth.

Tickets: www.bgcgw.org/fairfax/casino-night/

Boys & Girls Club Fairfax Casino Night

OF GREATER WASHINGTON
FAIRFAX COUNTY REGION

We maintain a
“Safety First

Learning Environment”

E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

MARCH
3/4/2015........................................................Wellbeing
3/11/2015............HomeLifeStyle Real Estate Pullout
3/18/2015..................................A+ Camps & Schools
3/25/2015 ..Spring Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
FCPS Spring Break 3/30-4/3

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

F
ourth grade student Eli West crafted a poem
this month that was modeled after Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s famous, “I Have a Dream”

speech. As part of February’s month-long celebration
of the history and culture of African-Americans,
fourth grade students at Norwood School in
Bethesda, Md., wrote and delivered poems reminis-
cent of the speech that the famous civil rights leader
delivered in 1963. The students also delivered their
verses before Norwood’s lower school community.

“I learned more about Martin Luther King, Jr. I
learned that he was a very spiritual man,” said West.

The exercise was part of a broader lesson in honor
of Black History Month, a time when students learn
about the history of African-Americans as that his-
tory is incorporated in to the overall curriculum of
many schools. From concerts to school projects, there
are opportunities to join the month-long celebration.

“Black History Month is a time to honor the ac-
complishments of the African-American men and
women who have made contributions to the world
in spite of the injustice they faced,” said Sandi
Hannibal, Director of Multicultural and Ethical Edu-
cation at Norwood School in Bethesda, Maryland.
“One might ask why it is necessary to highlight these
accomplishments in 2015. After all, we have lived
through the Civil Rights Era and the Civil Rights Act
was passed in 1964. We have a black president. We

have made so much progress. All of this is true, but
in some schools the contributions and accomplish-
ments of African-Americans are not woven into the
overall curriculum, so it is important that Black His-
tory Month provides an opportunity to learn about
prominent African-Americans in a very intentional
manner.”

Some educators are encouraging students to take
time to ponder the history of African-Americans. “It’s
more than just the Jim Crow Laws. There’re a whole
host of things that African-Americans have done,”
said Lisa Styles, school counselor at Arlington Public
School’s Career Center in Arlington.

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, in Alexandria,
will host a Middle School Student Diversity Confer-
ence on Friday, Feb. 20.

“Students at the middle school age are trying to
learn who they are. We want to expose kids to the
ideas of identity, inclusive behavior, and respect, and
to let them know that what they feel matters,” said
KiKi Davis, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School director
of multicultural education, diversity, and equity ini-
tiatives. “We want to give them tools to become lead-
ers in their own schools, and it starts with being able
to talk about diversity and social justice issues at their
developmental level. What it looks like to them, in
their lives, at this age.”

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in Potomac, Md.,
hosted a regional diversity conference earlier this
month called “Diversity in the DMV” Conference.
More than 200 representatives from independent
schools in the District of Columbia, Maryland and
Virginia explored some of the tools needed for cross-
cultural understanding.

Among the observances in Fairfax County Virginia,
George Mason University Potomac Arts Academy and
George Mason University School of Music will present
a Black History Month celebration concert on Satur-
day, Feb. 21, called, “The Dream Lives On.”

The Mason Wind Symphony and Vocal Studies Stu-
dents, Mason Spiritual Ensemble will join local
church choirs and elementary school choirs in a per-
formance of gospel, spirituals, jazz and original com-
positions. The concert is designed to honor the legacy
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and other African-Ameri-
can leaders.

Students at Norwood School in Bethesda wrote poems modeled after Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech and recited them at a school assembly.

Black History Month Celebrations
Local students learn
about the history and
accomplishments of
African-Americans.

Black History Month
Celebration Concert

Saturday, Feb. 21, 11a.m. at the GMU Center for the Arts,
Fairfax. $5 for children, students and seniors; $10 for adults.
For tickets, call 888-945-2468 or visit http://cfa.gmu.edu/
calendar/1830/. For program questions, call 703-993-9889
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

R
achel Barborek started her regional
gymnastics performance by falling
off the beam and winding up with

a sub-par (by her standards) score of 8.475.
Rather than being consumed by disap-

pointment, the Fairfax senior responded
with a championship effort in her next
event.

Barborek’s floor routine entertained fans
and judges alike, earning her a score of 9.75
and a region title.

In all, Barborek qualified for states on
floor, vault and bars during the 6A North
region championship meet on Feb. 11 at
Lake Braddock Secondary School.

“On beam, I only fell once and I thought
the rest of my routine was good, so I was
pretty mad when my score turned out to be
just an 8.45,” Barborek wrote in an email,
“so I channeled that emotion on floor and
just did the best that I could.”

BARBOREK DESCRIBED her perfor-
mance during the meet as “one of my
worst,” but she put on a show during her
floor routine.

“While I was waiting to salute before floor,

I heard people saying ‘Go Rachel!’ from
seemingly all sides of the gym and I thought
that was pretty cool,” she wrote. “In the
beginning of my floor routine I felt a little
shaky, but when the beat dropped in my
music I just had fun for the rest of the rou-
tine.”

Barborek also had a strong showing on
vault, placing fourth with a score of 9.5.
She tied for eighth on bars with a score of
8.775 despite struggling with her dismount.
She tied for 18th on beam.

After an equipment malfunction in the
main gym during the third rotation, the
uneven bars were moved into a snug gym-

nastics room. Barborek and the rest of the
competing Conference 6 gymnasts were on
vault at the time and would compete on bars
during the evening’s final rotation.

“On bars, I’ve just been having a mental
block with my dismount recently, almost
like I’ve just forgotten how to let go of the
bar,” Barborek wrote. “The room wasn’t a
problem; my whole routine was really good
just up until the dismount. I just couldn’t
let go.”

Barborek finished fifth in the all-around
with a score of 36.5. The top four all-around
finishers qualify for states.

“For states, I’m just going to do my best

on the three events I made it on: floor, vault,
and bars,” she wrote. “I’m hoping to place
well on floor and bars (once I figure out
how to let go of the bar). I was really hop-
ing to move on [with] all-around, but now
I just have to work with what I have and do
my best routines and have fun for my last
gymnastics meet.”

Washington-Lee’s Sophie Hatcher won the
all-around with a score of 37.65, followed
by Yorktown’s Bella Kane (37), Hayfield’s
Molly Overstreet (36.975) and McLean’s
Lizzy Brown-Kaiser (36.95).

SOUTH COUNTY sophomore Collea Bur-
gess, last year’s all-around champion, at-
tended this year’s region meet but did not
compete. Burgess said her club coaches
(Apollo Gymnastics) did not want her to
compete. McLean won the team title with a
score of 144.425. Battlefield earned the
other state berth with a score of 141.025.

Three-time defending region champion
Washington-Lee placed third with a score
of 139.525. Lake Braddock’s Jordan Clark
earned a state berth on beam (second,
9.225), vault (seventh, 9.325) and bars
(tied eighth, 8.775. Teammate Carsyn
Quackenbush qualified on beam (sixth, 9),
and Jordan Tautges earned a trip on floor
(tied eighth, 9.45).

Robinson’s Caroline Burda is headed to
states on vault (sixth, 9.4).

The state meet is scheduled for Feb. 20-
21 at Patriot High School.

Fairfax’s Barborek Wins 6A North Region Floor Title
Senior qualifies
for states on floor,
bars, vault.

Fairfax gymnast Rachel Barborek, center, won the 6A North
region floor championship on Feb. 11.
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By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
railing 2-1 with seconds remain
ing in the 182-pound region fi-
nal, Robinson wrestler Cole

DePasquale masterfully timed his escape
from defeat.

Starting from bottom position,
DePasquale timed his lunge perfectly
with the referee’s starting whistle and
worked free from Hayfield’s Antonio
Agee with 6 seconds remaining in over-
time, earning one point for an escape
while forcing an ultimate tiebreaker.

DePasquale would secure the win with
another escape, capturing his second re-
gion championship with a 3-2 victory on
Feb. 14 at Centreville High School.

“You go when [the referee] inhales —
right before he exhales in the whistle,”
DePasquale said. “You’ve got to time it
just right. I’m glad I got a head start on
him and I was really fortunate.”

DePasquale received a cut above his right
eye during the first day of the regional tour-
nament. The cut re-opened during his
match against Agee, leading to multiple
blood-time stoppages.

DePasquale at first had gauze placed over
his right eye and eventually had a wrap
around his head, limiting his peripheral vi-
sion. DePasquale, who missed nine months
due to injury, also battled fatigue, having
been back with the Rams for less than a
month.

“I knew Agee was going to be tough; I
knew he was a really good wrestler,”
DePasquale said. “I’m just glad with my lim-
ited training I was able to come away with
the win.”

Robinson’s Austin Riggs won the 145-
pound title, beating Osbourn Park’s David
Sniffen, 10-3.

DePasquale and Riggs helped the Rams
finish third in the team standings with a
score of 141. Battlefield won the team title
with a score of 188.5, and Osbourn Park
placed second (142.5).

Hayfield finished ninth (83), South
County 10th (77), and Lake Braddock 11th
(69).

Lake Braddock’s Ryan Haskett captured
his third region championship, finishing
atop the 126-pound bracket.

Haskett defeated Annandale’s Alex Joya,

2-1.
“It was a low-scoring match,” Haskett

said, “but I felt I was in control the whole
time.”

Haskett, who finished state runner-up at
120 in 2014, said he is motivated by the
way last season ended.

“Every day I think about last year [and
how] I was runner-up,” Haskett said. “[I will
likely have] the same kid (Colonial Forge’s
Joshua Nail) this year [in] the state finals.
[It] motivates me every day. This time I’m
gonna win it.”

Other individual winners include:
Patriot’s Killian Cardinale (106),
Centreville’s Victor Echeverria (113).

Battlefield’s River Curtis (120),
Westfield’s Justin Yorkdale (132), Ryan
Yorkdale (138) and Austin Knies (285),
McLean’s Conor Grammes (152) and
Mack McCune (170), West Potomac’s
Joshua Carter (160), Centreville’s Tyler
Love (195) and Annandale’s Tony Gibbs
(220).

Love, the defending 195-pound state
champion, received the tournament’s
Most Outstanding Wrestler award, and
was recognized for pinning three oppo-
nents in a combined 2 minutes, 6 sec-
onds.

The state meet is scheduled for Feb.
20-21 at Robinson Secondary School.

Robinson’s DePasquale Escapes Defeat at Regionals
Lake Braddock’s
Haskett wins
third region
championship.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel

The Connection

Robinson’s Cole DePasquale won
the 182-pound title at the 6A North
region wrestling tournament on
Feb. 14 at Centreville High School.

Lake Braddock’s Ryan Haskett
(126) captured the third region
title of his high school wrestling
career on Feb. 14 at Centreville
High School.

Burke Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday by appointment only.

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

Great
Savings

Great
Security

Great
Service

Sales Hours: Mon – Fri: 9am – 9pm | Sat: 9am – 6pm | Sun: 12pm – 5pm 703-684-0700

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. $1,250 Cash Back from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. available on new 2015 Prius.
Customers can receive cash back from Toyota or can apply to down payment. Excludes plug-in models. See dealer for
details. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The
new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for
plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius
plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase.
Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/2/2015.

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. 0.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial
Services. Total financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.05 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k
miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See par-
ticipating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include
parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date
of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/2/2015.

*Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the Continental U.S. and Alaska.
**Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids. Valid only in the Continental United States and Alaska. 1-800-444-4195.

ToyotaCare
No Cost Service & Roadside

Peace of mind with every new vehicle.
Receive a no-cost maintenance plan*

and roadside assistance** with the purchase
or lease of every new Toyota. For two years or 25,000 miles,

whichever comes first, you and your new Toyota will be covered.

Finance a New 2015
Corolla LE Auto at 0.9%

APR for 60 months.
New 2015 Prius Liftback

$1,250 Cash Back

2/28/15 2/28/15 2/28/15

2/28/152/28/152/28/15

28 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Now hiring cooks, servers, 
host staff, food runners, and 

bussers to work at The Pub, our 
first-ever full-service restaurant in VA at 
our NEW Alexandria Wegmans location! 

Apply Today!  Wegmans.com/careers”

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Dakota George Cape, of Springfield, VA born 
December 18th 2014 passed away on February 7th 2015. He 
is survived by his loving parents, Cory and Kirsten Cape, 
brother Arkarian Spirek, grandparents, great-grandparents, 
great-great-grandmother, and numerous aunts, uncles, and 
cousins.

Visitation was held at Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home, 9902 
Braddock Road, Fairfax, VA 22032, on Sunday, February 
15th, from 4-6 PM as well as Monday, February 16th, from 6-
8 PM. A memorial service was held at Living Faith Church, 
10266 Battleview Parkway, Manassas, VA 20109, on Tues-
day, February 17th, 2015 at 1:30 PM.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to: 
http://www.gofundme.com/m2fd60.

To read a full obituary or to sign an online guestbook for the 
family, please visit www.fmfh.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PRIVATE SWORD
COLLECTION FOR SALE
Antique swords from the United 

States and United Kingdom. 
Call 703-371-1765

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE

Yajing Huang, trading as Taiku 
Sushi, Inc, 6715 D Backlick 
Rd, Springfield, VA 22150. 
The above establishment is 

applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)  
for a Wine and Beer on Prem-
ises license to sell or manufac-

ture alcoholic beverages. 
Yajing Huang, owner

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

Objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for STERLING, 

MEN'S WATCHES, 
JEWELRY, COSTUME 

JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-778-9411

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Administrative Assistant 
position immediately available for SAG 

Corporation, conveniently located in 
Annandale, Va.  The position offers a 

competitive salary, ample free parking and 
flexible hours (20 to 25 hours a week). 

The position involves clerical work, book-
keeping, and office management, as well 
as greeting customers and answering the 

phones.  U.S. citizenship is required. Good 
communication, organizational and office 

skills are essential. Familiarity with 
QuickBooks, website maintenance, 

government contracts, accounting and 
human resources is preferred, but not 

required.

Please send resume and cover letter to 
kbova@sagcorp.com

Or to: Ms. Kathleen Bova, SAG 
Corporation, 4115 Annandale Rd, Suite 

200, Annandale, VA 22003

Instructional Aide
PHILLIPS Programs, an award winning organization, 

has ongoing needs for

Instructional aides.  PHILLIPS School ~ 

Annandale is a blue ribbon private

Special education day school for children with learning 

and behavioral problems.

Requirements:

-          High school diploma or higher education

-          Exp working w/ children in a learning/school 

environment

-          Special needs experience preferred or 

willingness to learn

Please send resume and cover letter to:

Email: resumes.annandale@phillipsprograms.org

Fax: 703-658-2378

http://www.phillipsprograms.org/

EOE

PERMANENT PART-TIME
Job sharing in private home, Thursdays 

& Fridays, 9-5, $12 p/h, excellent 
command of the English language, good 

phone manner. Start immediately. 
Call 703-591-1111

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Editorial Assistant/Assistant Editor
Full-time assistant editor to help with all
aspects of producing award-winning weekly
newspapers, including daily web and social
media updates.
Must be a prolific, efficient, accurate
writer/rewriter with good basic knowledge
of AP style and clean copy. Self-starter with
excellent time management skills who can to
work independently and collaboratively with
strong organizational skills, high productivity,
attention to detail.  Exciting opportunity to
learn from excellent editors.
Essential Responsibilities:
Generating local content daily for print and
online, including calendar & entertainment
listings, news briefs, crime reports, business
briefs, school and education notes, faith notes,
photo galleries, etc.
Monitor never-ending email, prioritize,
download, edit, compile, post.
Community engagement, communication
with readers and sources. Continuously
seeking new sources of local information.
Copy editing, fact checking, familiarity with
AP Style.
Design and paginate weekly entertainment,
calendar and notes pages for multiple papers.
Update websites daily, post to social media.
Stay on top of local breaking news, work with
editor and reporters to update.
Help transition to digital first workflow.
Salary approximately $30K, health insurance,
paid vacation. Office is 2 blocks from King
Street Metro station. Free parking.
Send letter, resume, three clips or examples of
work to resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT
ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

West Springfield’s
Dryer Breaks 10
Swim Records

After her performance in the 100 fly
and 200 IM at the 2015 regional swim
meet, Robyn Dryer has broken 10 of
11 swim records at West Springfield
High School. The individual records
held by Dryer include: 50/100/200/
500 free, 100 back, 100 fly and 200
IM. She also was a member of three
record-breaking relay teams: 200 med-
ley, 200 free and 400 free.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. The deadline for submissions is the Friday
prior to publication. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

FRIDAY/FEB. 20
VITA Tax Assistance. 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Kingstowne Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Tax help. IRS-certified volunteers
help taxpayers who earned up to $52K. Adults.
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/kn/.

English Conversation Group. 10:30 - 11:30
a.m. Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. Practice speaking English with others
and improve your skills. Adults. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/lo/.

MONDAY/FEB. 23
Lorton Evening Book Conversations. 7 - 8

p.m. Lorton Library. 9520 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. Discussion of The Crystal Cave by Mary
Stewart. Adults. http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/lo/.

English Conversation. 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place,
Oakton. English practice for non-native
speakers. Adults. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/ok/.

Computer One-on-One. 12 - 1 p.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Help
with Internet, Microsoft Word, Excel and
PowerPoint. http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ok/.

Legos in the Library. 4 - 5:30 p.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Have
fun and make new friends. Hundreds of Legos
await you and your creativity. Ages 5-12.http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/ok/.

Teen-to-Teen Summit on Mental Health. 7-9
p.m. NOVA Annandale Campus, Ernst
Community Cultural Center, 8333 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale. A panel of local teens and
young adults sharing their stories of living with
mental health issues will be followed by
separate parent and teen breakout groups, with
discussion facilitated by educators,providers and
mental health professionals. Register free at
http://joshandersonfoundation.org/our-events/.

TUESDAY/FEB. 24
English Conversation Group. 10:30 - 11:30

a.m. and 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. Lorton Library, 9520
Richmond Highway, Lorton. Practice speaking
English with other and improve your skills.
Adults. http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/lo/.

Computer One-on-One. 12 - 1 p.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Help
with Internet, Microsoft Word, Excel and
PowerPoint. http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ok/.

English Conversation One-on-One. 1:30 -
2:30 p.m. Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. English practice for a non-native
speaker with a library volunteer. Adults. Call for
appointment. 703-242-4020.

Short Book Conversations. 1:30 p.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Come join our lively discussion of Flowers for
Algernon by Daniel Keyes. Adults. 703-249-
1520.

English Conversation Group. 7 p.m. City of

Bulletin Board
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# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service: www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Fairfax!  $625,000
Beautiful home on perfect corner lot in wonderful Fairfax Club
Estates.  Warm hardwoods, neutral color palate, and updated
kitchen and baths make this home move in ready!  Don’t miss
the beautiful master suite, 3 large bedrooms, fully finished walk
out lower level with rec rm, full bath and guest room, and the
deck with patio leading to lovely backyard.

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Alexandria $679,900
Close to Kingstowne, Metro & Fort Belvoir! Big 4 level colonial
updated with granite kitchen, new hdwd flooring, windows & roof!
Huge fenced yard. 4 BR, 4.5BA, office, finished walkout basement!

David Billups
Virginia Clark-Billups

703-967-8700

Ashburn $799,900
5 BR, 4.5 BA, 3 level home on 3/4 acre premium flat lot on
quiet street.  Recent architectural roof and HVAC, gourmet
kitchen with granite and cherry cabinets. Fabulous master
bedroom suite with 3 walk-in closets.  Too much to list!

Carol L. Manning 703-517-1828

Gainesville
$342,000

Gorgeous 3BR town-
home with 2 Full
Baths and 2 Half
Baths on one of the
best lots in the
neighborhood. Open
floor plan. Large
kitchen with center
island, granite coun-
tertops and stainless
steel appliances.
Beautiful Hardwood
Floors!  Dual headed
shower in the mas-
ter. 2 car garage.
Close to everything!

Diane Sundt
703-615-4626

Springfield $397,500
Location! Location! Location! Lovely 4 bedroom, 2 bath home
that has been freshly painted. Fireplace with mantel, hardwood
floors in upper bedrooms. Recreation room on lower level.
Large treed lot. Located in North Springfield subdivision.

Claudia Callis 703-620-2790

Alexandria
$374,900

Beautiful 3 level
townhouse with 3
BRs, 2.5 BAs,
remodeled kitchen
& bathrooms.
Hardwood floors
main level. Ceramic
tile in bathrooms
and lower level rec
room. Slate patio
with new fence in
backyard. Close to
Kingstowne, movies,
shops, restaurants,
and Metro. Must
see!

Judy McGuire
703-581-7679

Fairfax Station $899,900
Exquisite Craftsman style home with stunning bright open
floor plan. Welcoming covered slate front porch leads to gra-
cious room sizes, abundance of windows, gourmet kit, huge
finished lower level, hardwood floors and crisp moldings
showing no detail has been overlooked! Terrific location in a
lovely Silverbrook Farms community.

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Haymarket $565,000
Immaculate home...3BR/3BA has MBR and office on main. Brazilian
maple hdwds, granite & more for luxury buyer. 4 season interest-
landscaping & natural area. Walkout fin. LL, wet bar, theater &
porch.  Golf, clubhouse & amenities in 55+ Regency at Dominion
Valley. See http://15581-alderbrook.LFlisting.com. Call to view.

Mary LaRoche 703-919-0747

Burke $549,900
Burke Centre colonial. 3 levels, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths.
Large walkout unfinished basement. Family Room with
fireplace. 2 car garage. Close to elementary school, trans-
portation, and shopping.

Buzz Jordan 703-503-1866

Lake Anna $689,000
Waterfront log home. 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath professionally
maintained home.  Beamed ceiling, ceramic floors, large
main level master, open floor plan.  Level lot and private set-
ting. Boat dock and 220 ft of waterfront.

Doug Hough 540-846-5844

Haymarket $529,900
Elegant living in Dominion Valley gated golf course commu-
nity. Blocks to country club & shopping. Entertaining is
effortless w/open floor plan. Gleaming hardwood floors.
Gourmet kitchen. Impressive two story foyer and family
room. Master suite includes sitting area & luxury bath
w/separate shower & soaking tub. Beautiful flat rear yard.
Quiet street. Move in ready!

John & Jen Boyce 703-425-5646

Fairfax Station $659,900
Main floor master bedroom suite!  5BR, 3.5BA. Finished walkout
basement with brand new BR & full bath plus huge rec room!
Updated kitchen & bathrooms! New HVAC system. Backs to woods!

David Billups
Virginia Clark-Billups

703-967-8700

Ashburn $309,900
Light-filled 3 level TH style
condo, 2 master suites, new
HW foyer flooring. Fenced
backyard patio. Large eat-
in kitchen w/ lots of cabi-
nets/pantry/counter space
exits to deck. New dish-
washer/garbage disposer.
Open main level layout.
Nearby shopping & enter-
tainment. New HVAC.
Shows well. Discovery,
Stone Hill, Broad Run
School triad. Convenient to
Greenway, Waxpool Road &
LCP – 1/2 mile to proposed
metro stop.

Carol L. Manning
703-517-1828

Lake Anna $1,250,000
Gorgeous house, great deep water, beautiful view! Amenities
galore in this one of a kind French country/contemporary
home. Light & bright. Amazing gourmet kitchen.  Room for
family and friends with 4 bedrooms+ 2 more (ntc), 2 dual
entry baths. Fabulous main level master with spa bath &
dressing room. Bask in the sun at the pool. 3 car garage &
paved drive to boat house.

Toni McQuair 703-795-2697

Fairfax Station $1,200,000
Gorgeous custom 5 BR all brick home on 5 beautiful, private
acres with stunning landscaping, beautiful pool, fabulous
brick patio is an oasis! Grand family room with stone fire-
place, main level library and wonderful master suite are a
few highlights. Walk out lower level completes the home
with a guest suite, game room and custom pub.

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Clifton $574,900
A treasure in Little Rocky Run.  4BR/3.5BA with huge
deck & private, treed backyard. New carpet on 3 levels
& updated MBA. Hardwoods, granite, finished LL &
walkout. See photos at: http://6317-SOUTH-
SPRINGS.lflisting.com. Call to view.

Mary LaRoche 703-919-0747

Manassas Near Clifton $519,900
3+ acres. Move in ready, gorgeous in ground pool, extensive
outdoor living areas, many updates!

Marsha Wolber
703-618-4397

Arlington $478,900
Just a Couple of Blocks
to East Falls Church
Metro! A commuter’s
dream! Enjoy the con-
venience of being close
to Metro AND the spa-
cious ambiance of this
two level, 2 BR, 2.5 BA
condo townhouse!
Master bedroom has
vaulted ceiling and a
Palladian window!
Master bath has jacuzzi!
Enjoy relaxing outdoors
on the private balcony.
Comes with 2 reserved
parking spaces, too.

Mary Wharton
703-795-0587

Fairfax  $550,000
Great outdoor & indoor space! Comfortable Colonial with
4BR/2.5BA, gas fireplace, beautiful main level ceramic tile floor-
ing, hardwoods on UL, and remodeled kitchen. A great slate
patio, front porch with swing, and nice fully fenced backyard
with over-sized shed add to the wonderful outdoor space. Plus,
new roof, vinyl siding, triple pane windows, new HVAC (gas
heat) and more! Close to schools with Metrobus on the corner.

Mary Hovland 703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach 571-276-9421

Fairfax $565,000
Beautiful 4BR/2.5BA Colonial in Kings Park West. New Kitchen – cus-
tom 42” cabinetry, granite, SS appliances & breakfast nook overlooking
flat, fenced backyard. Newly remodeled basement w/family room, game
area, legal egress, and storage. Updated bathrooms, new windows, gas
heat, garage & more! Close to schools, VRE & Metro bus.

Mary Hovland 703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach 571-276-9421


