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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

O
f the current residents of Gum
Springs, several hundred are de-
scendents of the original families
who bought land and settled in one

of northern Virginia’s oldest and historically black
communities.

Gloria Wiseman, Gum Springs Civic
Association member and descendant of
Hamilton Gray

Retired teacher Gloria Wiseman still lives on the
land her grandfather Hamilton Gray purchased
in October 1894 for $357. A day-laborer from
Culpepper, he moved to Gum Springs to work as
a farmer on land originally owned by George
Washington.

Wiseman’s house was built in 1973, the same
site where Gray’s house once stood.

Gray joined the minister and deacons of the
Bethlehem Baptist Church in Gum Springs who
formed a joint stock club to pool their resources
in order to purchase a large parcel of land and
resell it to members of the community.

Wiseman has spent time with county records;
she found a purchase of 17.55 acres of land on
March 16, 1897.

“I am so grateful when I stop and think,” said
Wiseman. “I’m a Christian so I believe that every-
thing is in God’s plan. He knew when Hamilton
came here, what was going to happen, this land
would be handed down through the generations.”

Wiseman’s mother Mary was one of three sis-
ters in the Gray family that moved to Washing-
ton, D.C. for a change from the country life.

Wiseman was born in the District, but eventuall
returned to the land her mother owned in Gum
Springs.

Hamilton had set aside one acre of his original
9.68 for each of his nine children.

“How grateful I am to my grandfather for hav-
ing enough wisdom and vision to see what he
could do for his children,” said Wiseman. “I’m
going to stay here for as long as I can, God will-
ing, right here in the house.”

Queenie Cox, president of the Gum
Springs Civic Association

Today, resident Queenie Cox works through
community challenges like the loss of parking ac-
cess for churches in Gum Springs in favor of bike
lanes.

As a sixth grader in 1964, she was more con-
cerned with walking all the way to catch the bus
to all-white Stratford Landing Elementary School,
rather than her normal shorter route to the all-
African American Drew Smith Elementary School
(now the Gum Springs Community Center and
Museum).

(Front row
from left)
Carrie
Cartrell Gray
and Hamilton
Gray, (back
row from left)
Estelle, Ira,
Isaiah, Ada,
John, Flo-
rence and
Cassie Gray.
Hamilton is
Gloria
Wiseman’s
grandfather,
who pur-
chased nearly
10 acres of
land in Gum
Springs in
1894.

Ron Chase searches through a box of
historic pictures and documents in the
Gum Springs Museum.

Faces of Gum Springs
Residents reflect on their
historic community.
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airfax County Police are in-
vestigating the death of a
man found in a drainage

ditch in a wooded area near the
7500 block of Vernon Square
Drive. They responded to a call re-
porting an unresponsive male
around 1:27 p.m. on Friday, Feb.
13. It’s believed the man was in
his 30s.

Police have not released the
dead man’s name, since they’re
waiting on the medical examiner’s

office to make a positive identifi-
cation. That office will also make
a call as to the cause and manner
of the man’s death.

Police are asking for anyone
with information about the man
to call 703-691-2131, contact
Crime Solvers at 1-866-411-TIPS/
8477, e-mail through
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or
text “TIP187” plus a message to
CRIMES/274637.

— Tim Peterson

See $3.8 Billion,  Page 7

Police Investigating
Body Found in Ditch

By Ken Moore

The Gazette

S
upervisor Jeff McKay
pointed out an irony in
County Executive Ed

Long’s proposed $3.8 billion bud-
get.

Three planning positions would
be eliminated from the budget
even though Long suggested the
county needs more efforts to raise
revenue from commercial and in-
dustrial venues.

“A timely planning process in
revitalization is important in eco-
nomic development,” said McKay
after Long’s 30-minute presenta-
tion to the Board of Supervisors
on Tuesday, Feb. 17. “The planner
piece is not going in the same di-
rection as the economic develop-
ment question.”

McKay pointed to redevelop-
ment along the Route 1 corridor
as a source of economic growth
that would require extra input
from planning.

Long agreed that the county ur-
gently needs to expand the non-
residential tax base in the county.

Commercial assessments
dropped 0.6 percent, while resi-
dential assessments increased 3.4
percent. Commercial vacancy
rates are higher than they have
been since 1991.

Although the U.S. economy
grew at an estimated rate of 2.6

$3.8 Billion
Proposed budget calls for no real
estate tax rate increase, but average
homeowner would pay $184 more.

5 Things To Know
About the Budget

❖ One penny change in the real estate
tax rate, currently $1.09, is worth $22.6
million.

❖ The average 2014 home selling
price, $517,000, has still not reached its
previous peak value of $543,271
achieved in 2005.

❖ Direct office vacancy rate was 15.2
percent as of mid-year 2014, the high-
est office vacancy rate since 1991.

❖ Fairfax County Public Schools re-
quest $14 million more than is in the
current proposed budget. Schools ask
for a 3.99 percent increase; the current
county budget proposal includes 3.43
percent increase over last year.

❖ School Age Child Care (SACC) fees
restructured to generate revenue and to
better reflect income levels and
affordability for participating families.
Full paying families will see an increase
of 8 percent.
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See Bills Live,  Page 6

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

A
pproximately 75 people with-
stood the freezing cold to attend
the state legislators’ town hall
meeting Saturday, Feb. 14, at the

Mount Vernon Governmental Center.
The meeting began with tributes to retir-

ing state Sen. Linda T. “Toddy” Puller who
announced her retirement in January. Sen.
Adam Ebbin and Del. Scott Surovell thanked
Puller for her 23 years of service. Attend-
ees also offered their thanks to her and she
in turn in her characteristically low key way
thanked “you guys” and all those in atten-
dance. In addition, before the substance of
the legislative discussion took place, a
Democratic candidate for Mount Vernon
district supervisor, Tim Sargeant, and
Democratic state delegate candidate Paul
Krizek, were recognized. Many of the at-
tendees were already aware that Surovell
was running for the Senate seat being va-
cated by Puller. Only one Republican has
declared — the mayor of Dumfries, Jerry
Foreman. No Republican or Independent
has declared for the open delegate or su-
pervisor seat so far. Four Democrats have
declared for the district supervisor seat be-
ing vacated by the retiring supervisor, Gerry
Hyland, who was in attendance. The four
Democrats vying for the supervisor seat are:
Small businessman Candice Bennett, Fairfax
County Planning Commissioner Tim
Sargeant, community activist Jack Dobbyn,
and Mount Vernon School Board member
Daniel Storck.

The legislators then briefed the gather-
ing about the status of legislation in the
Virginia General Assembly. “Crossover” has
taken place and they pointed out that means
the General Assembly is at the halfway point
in the session. Legislation passed by the
Senate and House now goes to the other
legislative chamber for further deliberation
and fine tuning for what will eventually be
subjected to “floor votes” by both bodies to
determine which bills will eventually be
passed and then sent to the Governor for
his signature or veto.

Puller opened the discussion by focusing
on a bill that would fund two new Veterans
Care Centers — one in Prince William
county and the other in Virginia Beach. She

announced that both local jurisdictions
pledged to set aside the acreage needed to
construct the centers. Puller also mentioned
her sponsorship and support of the new
Veterans Court Docket legislation in which,
if the funding is made available, veterans
will be given special attention and judicial
review. The purpose is to reduce the inci-
dence of jail time and give the veteran, who
may be suffering from an illness such as
PTSD, a suspended sentence or otherwise
be given special consideration for mental
health counseling, or alternative care. The
goal is to treat veterans for underlying
stress-related causes and reduce the pros-
pect that veterans suffering from post trau-
matic stress disorders or other problems will
not be thrown in jail but given special con-
sideration for underlying causes of their
misbehavior.  As discussed by the legisla-
tors, the problem with the concept and why
jurisdictions are slow to fund the more than
200 special docket programs in the U.S. is
the judicial system is reluctant to establish
special courts for a special class of people.
The critics are concerned that a special court
may potentially set a bad precedent that will
encourage other classes of people or other
special categories to be treated by a special
court system. The Veterans Treatment Act
is now tabled in the House Courts of Jus-
tice Committee (HB 1630). Puller urged

attendees to contact the House committee
or their legislators to encourage it to ad-
vance.

Ebbin discussed the Senate debate over
the Dominion Virginia Power regulatory bill
which, if enacted, would create a five-year
regulatory freeze. Ebbin opposes the bill as
it avoids legislative and regulatory scrutiny
and may adversely impact those least able
to withstand rate increases. He also dis-
cussed his sponsorship of SB 1211, a bill
which the Senate passed that adds gender
neutral references to the Commonwealth’s
marriage laws; and SB-785, a ban against
LGBT discrimination against state and lo-
cal government employees; and his spon-
sorship of SB 1329, which provides coun-
seling and other support services for vic-
tims of sexual assault. In addition, he dis-
cussed his sponsorship of a bill that banned
the use of guns by small children. This bill
was defeated.

Surovell handed out a list of bills he in-
troduced or co-sponsored that is available
online under his website. Among the bills
he discussed included those that fell under
the overall category of education: this in-
cluded a Standards of Learning (SOL)
waiver bill introduced to avoid the neces-
sity for a student to have to take a SOL test
if the student passed an advance placement
test in the same subject; supported teacher

raises; and supported repealing the A
through F grading scale to prevent the po-
tential for redlining of neighborhoods which
might carry an unreasonable amount of F
grades in their records. He also mentioned
that he voted against an ethics bill because
in his judgment it didn’t go far enough, in-
cluding that it didnt have an adequate en-
forcement mechanism. However, he did
successfully amend the legislation to limit
gift giving to a governor. Surovell voted
against authorizing Uber cabs. Among his
concerns Uber cabs might not go to certain
low income neighborhoods. Taxicabs are
required to serve those areas. Also, he is
concerned that Uber cabs will not carry
adequate insurance, and if they hit a pe-
destrian the pedestrian will not be able to
adequately sue the Uber cab. Also, he said
that Uber doesn’t require wheelchair lift
vehicles which is required of most taxicab
companies. He said he was one of 20 del-
egates who voted against the legislation to
authorize Uber cabs in Virginia. Other leg-
islation he voted against was to establish
Dominion Virginia Power rates for five
years. He was one of 27 who voted against
freezing electricity rates. He also voted
against firearms safety legislation which
allows a person who is not eligible to ob-
tain a Virginia firearms permit because he
is a convicted felon or was an inpatient in a
mental institution, but can go to another
state and obtain a gun permit and bring it
back to Virginia. He supported the Hannah
Graham legislation which advanced in the
House that would expand the class of crimes
authorized to take DNA samples . Finally,
Surovell said that he is urging that $4 mil-
lion be made available for the second phase
of the Route 1 expansion study to analyze
the environmental impact of expansion, and
complete design studies so that there will
be no delay in Route 1 expansion.

News

Legislators Update Constituents on Bills

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Meeting pays
tribute to Puller.

At the town hall meeting on Saturday, Feb. 14, were, from left, Del. Scott
Surovell, state Sen. Adam Ebbin and state Sen. Linda T. Puller.

Contact Info
Contact information for members of the Mount

Vernon legislative delegation:
❖ State Sen. Linda T. Puller (D-36)
E-mail: District36@senate.virginia.gov
Telephone: Alexandria: 703-765-1150; Rich-

mond: 804-698-7536
❖ State Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30):

www.AdamEbbin.com
Email: district30@senate.virginia.gov
Telephone: Alexandria: 571-384-8957; Rich-

mond: 804-698-7530
❖ Del. Scott Surovell (D-44):

www.scottsurovell.org
Email: DelSSurovell@house.virginia.gov
Telephone: District: 571-249-4484; Richmond:

804-698-1044
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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

A
s the current meeting of the Virginia
General Assembly neared the one-
month mark, legislators in the

House of Delegates and Senate had to fi-

nalize work on bills they would send to their
counterparts for consideration. Last week’s
“cross-over” on Feb. 11 marked their final
chance to either move forward with prom-
ising legislation or kill it, with the excep-
tion of budget or revenue bills.

“We’re always told not to fall in love with

your bills,” said Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-
41), “but it’s hard not to do that. When you
work with stakeholders and get to know the
issue, especially with a lot of personal sto-
ries and testimonies, you get attached to
them.”

Even though some bills don’t make it to

the opposite chamber, many come back in
subsequent sessions.

Sen. George Barker (D-39) likes to say,
“My bill isn’t dead, it just hasn’t passed yet.”
Several of his bills that passed the Senate
this year have gotten killed in previous

General Assembly Reaches Crossover
Bills live, die or fold into other legislation before review by the opposite chamber.
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Interested in a Career in Real Estate? Pre-licensing courses are available soon. Call Managing Broker, Mark Ackermann, at 703-851-8100 for further information.

Rosemont $1,085,000
121 W Maple Street. Classic 4 bedroom, 2.5+.5 bath brick Colonial with 4
finished levels ideally located just a few blocks from King St. METRO, shops
and restaurants! Full of 1920’s charm yet updated with modern amenities
including a NEW Master bath. Spacious rooms with crown moldings and
refinished hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces (1 gas), a family room addition and
large kitchen with island. Inviting screened side porch, fenced yard with patio
and off-street parking. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

PRICE REDUCED

Alexandria/
Potomac Greens

$924,900
1847 Potomac Greens
Dr. Fantastic 3 bedroom,
3.5+.5 bath town house
with a 2-car garage. Over
3,400 sq. ft. of luxury living
on 4 finished levels.
Quality finishes throughout
including hardwood floors
on main and lower levels,
chef’s kitchen, 2-sided gas
fireplace, Master suite with
luxury bath and 2 walk-in
closets. Spacious top level
family room with access to
a rooftop deck! Convenient
to shops, restaurants, park
and playground.

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

PRICE REDUCED

Alexandria/Governors Hill $885,000
5852 Governors Hill Dr. Seller now offering $10K in
concessions! Dramatic & spacious (4,300+ SF), minutes from
Old Town, I-495 & Metro. 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths on top
level. Family rm w/gas fireplace, open to large kitchen; main
level office; finished lower level perfect for in-law suite + rec
room + huge storage room. http://5852GovernorsHillDr.com
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418, Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

Alexandria
House

$2,400/month
400 Madison St.
#304. Alexandria
House 2 BR, 2 BA
corner, light-filled
condo with all the
amenities. 24 hr.
coincierge, assigned
garage parking, roof
pool, steps to
Braddock Rd. Metro,
Old Town and
restaurants.
Location! Location!

Lib Willey
703-362-7206

Alexandria/
Northampton

Place
$1,595/mo.

3101 N. Hampton Dr.
#1413. Luxury 1BR/1
BA condo on the 14th
floor. Granite & Stain-
less kitchen, huge Elfa
closet “room,” includes
garage parking and
extra storage, laundry
in unit, great location
off I-395, pool, sauna,
billiards, business
center, party room,
24-hour desk.

Nadine Wren
703-403-4410

Alexandria
$549,900

3919 Charles
Avenue. Fabulous
three-level town-
home with up-
dates throughout.
2 bedrooms, 2.5
baths, garage and
driveway for
convenient off-
street parking.

Bobi Bomar
703-927-2213

Gretchen Wilkinson
703-597-8089

Old Town
$850,000

315 South Union
St. All-brick end
town home w/2
deeded parking
spaces. Three
finished levels,
three bedrooms
and one block to
River! Gorgeous
renovations
including Viking
appliances.
Diann Hicks Carlson

703-628-2440

Old Town
413 Green St.
New listing in Old
Town. Solid brick
end town home
offering 3
bedrooms, 3
bathrooms and a
bright southern
exposure. You will
love the private
brick patio
providing an extra
summertime room.
Diann Hicks Carlson

703-628-2440

Springfield $449,900
8721 Wadebrook Terrace. OPEN SUNDAY. Beautiful cared-for 3 levels end-unit
townhome. Completely renovated in 2014 with Brazilian cherry hardwood floor,
upgraded kitchen with new appliances & granite. Open floor plan enhanced with
spacious living room & dining room. Master bedroom w/cathedral ceilings, lighted
fan, walk-in closet. Family room with fireplace. Expansive deck, patio with fenced
backyard. Home Warranty. Idyllic neighborhood with convenient access to
shopping/I-95 and commuter routes. Jenny Nguyen 571-550-4442

Lorton $279,900
8762 Susquehanna St. Lowest priced 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath listed
right now! Wonderful end unit backing up to the woods. Seller is
offering a $1,000 Decorators Allowance! Think of the changes you
can make to give it that personal touch to really make it your home!
Maybe a new carpet, reface the cupboards or add a new counter
top! Seller has provided an HMS warranty for Buyer peace of mind.

Marisa Gusmann-Prol 716-348-2955

Alexandria/Potowmack Crossing $232,000
1730 Abingdon Drive W #101. 1 Bed, 1 Bath Condo.
Updated kitchen w/granite counters, stainless steel appliances
and tile floors. Updated contemporary bathroom vanity, walk-in
cedar closet in master bedroom. Hardwood floors throughout!
Move-in ready! 2 off-street parking spots! Minutes to D.C. and
Old Town! Maren Seubert 703-835-2580

Alexandria/Landmark Mews $585,000
6364 Brampton Ct. The best features of T.H. living – 4
levels, 3,000+ sq. ft., 4 BRs, 2.2 BAs, gorgeous OPEN kitchen
with every top-line upgrade, hardwood floors, French SGD to
deck and LL patio, fam. rm. w/full granite bar, plantation
shutters thru-out. Great buy for space, beauty, location.

Nancie Williams 703-608-6959

COMING SOON NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING JUST LISTED • FOR RENT

FOR RENT
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Mt. Vernon Manor
$370,900

8717 Falkstone Lane
Builders, Contractors: A
Handyman Special! Come
see this 3-level Colonial in
prestigious Mount Vernon
Manor. Great bones, lovely
lot but needs a complete
makeover. 4 BR, 2.5 BA,
sunroom addition plus a

small basement. Endless potential and priced to sell. 6 minutes to
Ft. Belvoir, 17 mins to Old Town Alexandria, and 30 minutes to
National Airport. Call Rex for details 703-409-4784.

Alex./Yacht Haven
$859,900

4505 Dolphin Lane
4,000 sq ft of renovated lux-
ury in this 5 BR/4 BA Split –
Updates: Kitchen, all 4 baths,
spectacular cherry hdwd
floors – Great rm opens to
beautiful sun rm addition
which opens to spectacular
35K deck which overlooks

unbelievable custom landscaped back yard. Walk to fantastic marina,
clubhouse and pool. Two updated HVAC systems plus tankless HWH – the
list goes on and on. Nothing better in all of Mt. Vernon!

Alex./Riverside Estates
$474,900

8302 Bound Brook
Lovely 4 BR, 2.5 Bath Split
w/large 1-car garage w/work
station. Meticulously main-
tained; stunning hdwd flrs,
beautiful cherry kitchen cabi-
nets, 3 BRs & 2 BAs on main
level. Lower level offers a
warm & cozy family room

w/gas FP, den w/L-shaped wet bar, 4th bedroom, half bath plus SGD to
lovely patio. Walking distance to elementary and high schools. 5 minutes
to Ft. Belvoir, 30 mins to Nat’l Airport. Great Buy and Priced Well!

Alex./Mt. Vee Manor
$2,200

8276 Jake Place
Spectacular 3-level brick end
unit with spacious entry level
garage. This home is meticu-
lously maintained and spar-
kles throughout. Freshly
painted and new carpet
going in this week on main

and upper levels. Private deck looks out back to the woods. 5 mins to
Ft. Belvoir (S), and 15 minutes to Huntington Metro and Old Town
(N). This is a GEM!

Alex./Riverside Terrace
$339,000

3425 Ramsgate Terrace
Contractor/Handyman
special. Great potential
for 5 bedroom, 3 bath, 2
level split. Needs exten-
sive work but lots of
potential. Will be priced
in mid 300’s. 5 minutes

to Fort Belvoir, 15 minutes to Huntington Metro & Old Town
Alex. Contact Rex with questions.
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News

West Potomac’s Arts Extravaganza

Margaret Gorguissian and
David Jarzen are a part of
the West Potomac High
School Theater Depart-
ment. Margaret works
with props and David is
an actor. The pair were on
hand, at the Arts Extrava-
ganza, to encourage
interested students to join
the program.

Art student Sydney Nixon (left) turned
participant’s drawings into wearable
buttons.

Following the trail of guitar cases led to a
music room. Anyone interested could take
a free guitar lesson, offered by Guitar 2
and Guitar 3 students.

Liz Brodie (right) takes a lesson in guitar
playing, from fellow student Daniel Diaz.

One of the most
lively parts of
West Potomac
High School’s
Arts Extrava-

ganza on Feb. 3
was a game of

“Name That
Tune” put on by

Chorus and
Guitar students.

Contestants,
onstage, tried to

guess the song
in as few notes

as possible.

Photos by Renée Ruggles/ the Gazette
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News

Bills Live, Die or Fold into Other Legislation
From Page 3

Outgunned
W

ith a Republican
majority in the
Virginia legislature,

local Democratic representa-
tives have had to struggle for
minor gains.

One of the major defeats for
Northern Virginia’s Democrats
is this session’s lack of gun con-
trol legislations.

While some Democrats said
they anticipated many of their
proposed gun control legisla-
tion would be defeated, many
expressed surprise over bills,
like Senate Bill 1179 that would
have kept firearms away from
four year olds or Senate Bill 943
which would have kept firearms
away from people convicted of
stalking, assault and battery of
a family or household member,
or sexual battery.

“I expected them to argue
against the background checks
or one per month limit, but this
is unconscionable,” said state
Sen. Adam Ebbin, bill 1179’s
sponsor, “We can argue about
how easy it should be to get a
firearm, but we shouldn’t be ar-
guing about infants and those
who are drunk and carrying
weapons.”

— Vernon Miles

years. “It takes a good while to
build up enough support,” he said,
“and work with people who have
concerns.”

The cross-over milestone is stan-
dard procedure for a session that
lawmakers said is moving along as
expected, without much fanfare or
controversy.

“This is really the way it should
be,” said Del. Dave Albo (R-42).
“We’re running a state: Our job is
to pave roads, put bad guys in
prison, keep kids in college and
schools.”

But that doesn’t mean it’s all
downhill from the cross-over.

Sen. Toddy Puller (D-36) thinks
the budget is “looking pretty
good,” but remains curious to see
how the ethics bill comes out .
“What we did last year I voted for,
but just thought it was pathetic,”
she said. “It’s pretty hard not to
vote for ethics reform. This year
I’m hoping it will do something.”

The cross-over moving the leg-
islative process along healthily,
there’s some speculation the ses-
sion may even end “a day or two
early,” according to Sen. Dave
Marsden (D-37). “That saves us
about about $35,000 a day.”

But no one’s holding their
breath.

Residents Reflect on Their Historic Community
From Page 1

In sixth grade, Cox and her
friend Glenda Blakeney were
two of the first African Ameri-
can students to switch from
Drew Smith to Stratford Land-
ing. Cox’s older brother and sis-
ter went to Walt Whitman
Middle School (in the current
Mount Vernon High School).

“Our mothers made us do it,”
said Cox. “At that time, the
other kids, you didn’t have to
do it that first year. We were
like, OK, we’re going.”

Cox’s mother Mildred and
her family first moved to Gum
Springs from South Carolina nearly 70 years
ago.

“The first year, going through that, hav-
ing Glenda in the same class, looking like
me, was easy,” said Cox. “Overall, my class-
mates were nice, didn’t call me names, com-
pared to what my brother and sister encoun-
tered over at Walt Whitman.”

Cox said her mother had a number of
white friends; visiting with them and spend-
ing time at their houses prepared her for
the experience.

Ron Chase, Gum Springs historian
and director of the Gum Springs

Museum
In one room of the Gum Springs Museum,

Ron Chase reheats coffee he ground him-
self the day before, preparing to sort
through more historical Gum Springs pic-
tures and documents from his own estate
and those of other slave descendents living
in the community.

Chase draws his lineage back to at least
one of the original 22 families in Gum
Springs that included freed slaves scram-
bling for property and prosperity after the
death of Martha Washington. Chase’s great-
grandmother was a slave named Harriet
Cortrell. Cortrell died in her 20s, tending a

stove and making breakfast.
“She just dropped dead,” said Chase, sug-

gesting that her tortuous experience in sla-
very cut her life extremely short.

For Chase, the 1833 establishment of
Gum Springs under patriarch West Ford
(thought by some to be the son of George
Washington himself by a slave) and subse-
quent fight for expansion and maintaining
of the property by former slaves and their
progeny, has become a legacy of battling
for the rights of the community.

Among the struggles, he cited the fact that
a sewer line didn’t come to Gum Springs
until 1955, and after multiple people were

killed crossing Richmond Highway in the
’60s, it took Gum Springs residents march-
ing a coffin into the middle of the street to
get the county to install a traffic light at
Sherwood Hall Lane.

“The niceties, the amenities we have to-
day were fought for — it’s been an arduous
battle,” said Chase, adding that many of
more recent residents of Gum Springs may
not appreciate the fabric that’s held the
community together since the mid-19th
century.

“It’s not good,” said Chase. “Everyone
should care about the history of this com-
munity.”

Ron Chase, Gum Springs historian
and director of the Gum Springs
Museum, with a picture of his great-
grandmother Harriet Cortrell, a slave
who died in her20s.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Gazette

Gloria Wiseman lives on the same
Gum Springs property, purchased
by her grandfather Hamilton Gray
in October 1894.

Queenie (left) and her mother
Mildred Cox (right) sit in their Gum
Springs house. Mildred has lived in
Gum Springs for 70 years after her
family moved there from South
Carolina.

Dead or Alive
Lawmakers pick their highlights from

bills that were killed, folded into other
bills or passed to the other side.

Del. Dave Albo (R-42)
DEAD
HB1539: Would have set up a Vir-

ginia Translational Medical Investment
Fund for the state to make loans to pri-
vate businesses doing research in
translational medicine.

ALIVE
HB1445: Allows patients receiving

treatment for epilepsy to legally possess
and use a derivative of marijuana, pro-
vided they have certification from their
doctor.

HB1503: Corrects a loophole allow-
ing people to get out of a Driving Under
the Influence charge, according to Albo.

HB1635: Deals with defamation
over the Internet. If someone files an
action within a year, they’re given a
“reasonable” amount of time to find out
who the people are that made anony-
mous defamatory statements.

Del. Mark Sickles (R-43)
DEAD
HB2054: Any time a citizen receives

a payment from the state, this bill
would’ve required the state to offer a
hard copy check option as well as elec-
tronic payment transfer. A similar bill
did pass, one that only affects tax re-
funds.

HB2388: Would have forced a closer
look at the 5-600 state prisoners sen-
tenced prior to 1995, before there was
no parole, releasing them if eligible
based on their time served exceeding
“the midpoint of the most recent discre-

tionary sentencing guidelines.”
HB2158: Dealing with special elec-

tions, this would’ve regularized some of
the arbitrary selection of dates to help
reduce the cost of holding the elections
themselves.

ALIVE
HB2372: Creates an electronic asset

verification program for applications for
medical assistance such as Medicaid.
“This bill is needed so that we can help
reduce some of the potential fraud in
people seeking benefits,” said Sickles.

HB2056 and HB2062: Technical
election administration bills, including
a requirement on presidential election
years for scantron voting machines to be
available for every 4,000 voters in a pre-
cinct.

Del. Scott Surovell (D-44)
DEAD
HB2339: Would have helped stu-

dents access electronic textbooks by
requiring schools to provide them with
computers to use.

HB2011: Would have helped pre-
vent motor vehicle title lender
“subsidiaries” from operating in unregu-
lated storefronts. “The practice is
completely unregulated,” said Surovell,
“they’re completely evading the law.”

 HB2337: Sought to require the
Board of Education to include the dan-
gers and legal implications of “sexting”
in Family Life Education curriculum.

ALIVE
HB1684: Would allow students who

achieved a certain score or above on Ad-
vanced Placement exams to waive
taking the Virginia Standards of Learn-
ing test in the same subject area. The bill

was rolled into other, similar legis-
lation.

HB2015: Adds items such as
child support, spousal support and
low income families’ tax refunds to
creditors’ collection exemption list.

HB1764: (Chief co-patron with
Del. G. Manoli Loupassi [R-68]) If a
data provider sells, publishes or oth-
erwise shares data about a person’s
criminal background that has al-
ready been expunged, this bill
strengthens the remedies available
to consumers on the opposite end of
the data provider.

Sen. Toddy Puller (D-36)
DEAD
SB728: Would have given art in-

structors the opportunity to obtain
a license for serving alcohol at pri-
vate instructional events.

ALIVE
SB675 and SB 676: Regarding

funding of a Northern Virginia Vet-
erans Care Center, including
allocating two sums of over $60
million from the federal govern-
ment.

SB1032: Would reorganize Vir-
ginia alcoholic beverage control,
getting rid of the ABC board in fa-
vor of a Virginia Alcoholic Beverage
Control Authority.

SB903: Would set up a problem-
solving court docket specifically to
meet the needs of veterans, the
mentally ill or people re-entering
society. “There are so many that re-
ally do need some special attention
because of their circumstances,”
said Puller. “I hope it goes well.”
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News

This pie chart shows sources of county revenue, with 64
percent coming from real estate taxes.

This pie chart shows county expenditures, with 52.8
percent going to Fairfax County Public Schools, and 12
percent to public safety.
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$3.8 Billion
From Page 1

Budget Town Hall Meetings
Chairman Bulova’s Community Dialogue on the Budget, South
South County Center, 8350 Richmond Highway, Alexandria - Room 221
Saturday, March 14, 10 a.m.

Chairman Bulova’s Community Dialogue on the Budget
Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax -

Conference Room 9/10
Saturday, March 14, 2:30 p.m.

percent during the fourth quarter
of 2014, “we are clearly
underperforming the national
economy,” Long told the Supervi-
sors, mostly due to the sequester
and reductions in federal spend-
ing and contracting.

“Our economy is very dependent
on people buying cars, buying
houses and shopping,” Long said.

Long forecasts no significant
improvements in the short term
future.

“We cannot fund all our priori-
ties and investments.” Most de-
partments, aside from public
safety, will see some expenditure
reduction.

Just 5,100 jobs were created in
Northern Virginia in 2014, less
than half of the 11,900 jobs cre-
ated in 2013, which is half the
number of jobs (25,250) created
on average in 2011 and 2012.

“It is a bit sobering,” said Hunter
Mill Supervisor Catherine
Hudgins.
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By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

T
his past week marked “Cross-
over” in Richmond, after
which time each chamber of

the General Assembly only works on
legislation passed by the other cham-
ber. Ten of my bills have passed the Senate and
now await consideration by the House of Del-
egates.

I recently spoke on the Senate floor against
a bill to eliminate the electrical rate reviews
and adjustments, known as “The Dominion
Bill” (Senate Bill SB1349).

The principal issue at stake is oversight by
the State Corporation Commission (SCC) of
Dominion Virginia Power and Appalachian
Power (APCO). The bill would make Domin-
ion an unregulated monopoly for the next five
years.

Supporters of SB1349 claimed that the main
reason to pass this bill is that it would freeze
the base portion of your electric rates. The
“base rate” incorporates the cost of building,
closing, and maintaining power plants. Fuel
consumed in generating electricity is a sepa-
rate charge that will continue to fluctuate.

However, Dominion’s base rates have been

ruled excessive by the SCC, which in
turn ordered it to credit money back
to ratepayers to the tune of a whop-
ping $800 million over the last seven
years.

Without crucial SCC oversight, cus-
tomers have no recourse to have the company’s
rates reviewed as required by current law. I
believe this will be a de facto rate increase on
millions of Virginia citizens and businesses, and
will only further entrench Dominion’s mo-
nopoly status.

While the bill would have Dominion not
charge consumers $80 million in fuel expenses,
that pales in comparison to the $280 million
in projected annual excess revenues that would
otherwise be refunded to customers.

Dominion argues that this legislation is
needed to protect consumers from increased
costs associated with the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s proposed Clean Power Plant
emission regulations. However, the bill does
not protect customers from any future envi-
ronmental compliance costs; in fact Dominion
could just defer them beyond the 5-year pe-
riod and pass on the costs then.

I agree with Attorney General Mark Herring

that this argument is merely a pretext to pro-
tect Dominion’s monopoly earnings and shield
them from the SCC’s thorough review process.
Incredibly, the bill still allows the utility giant
to seek special permission to raise rates.

The bill eliminates oversight by the SCC of
our state’s largest public utility and while it
may be good for Dominion’s shareholders, I
don’t believe that it will help the average con-
sumer who is working to keep the lights on.
Unfortunately, SB1349 passed over my objec-
tions and was fast tracked through the House
of Delegates where it was opposed by Delegates
Rob Krupicka, Scott Surovell, Patrick Hope, Rip
Sullivan, and Alfonso Lopez.

On a lighter note, in a rare moment of levity,
the Senate moved one step closer to officially
choosing a new state song (or two).

In the 18 years since Virginia last had an of-
ficial state song, a lot of time has been spent
by more patient legislators than I sifting
through more than 300 potential state songs.
At one point, there even was a State Song Sub-
committee that considered criteria as to
whether songs were dignified, singable, adapt-
able, and appealing to a wide audience. Much
to my relief, we on the General Laws Commit-

Protecting Dominion’s Monopoly Earnings
Commentary

Opinion

By Scott A. Surovell

State Delegate (D-44)

T
he General Assembly is now
in its fifth week of the 45-
day session and starting
budget negotiations. Four of

my bills are moving through the legis-
lative process. The Senate will consider two
this week.

This past weekend about 75 people shared
their views at my town hall meeting with Sena-
tors Toddy Puller and Adam Ebbin at the Mount
Vernon Government Center. We appreciate the
interest and the feedback.

Ethics “Reforms”
Each body passed ethics bills last week. The

legislation creates a new overall gift cap of
$100 for all local and state elected officials in
Virginia. It allows an exception for educational
travel approved in advance by an Ethics Advi-
sory Council. It also contains an exception for
“widely attended events,” such as the banquets
in our area for local charities, and the bill in-
corporates a proposal I made last session to
prohibit the Governor from accepting a gift or
contribution from an entity seeking a
Governor’s Opportunity Fund grant.

I was one of seven out of 140 legislators to
vote “no.” You can watch my full remarks on
my You Tube Channel, but for me the bottom
line was that this “reform” was toothless. Vir-
ginia needs an independent body to enforce
its ethics laws, not an “advisory council.” We
need an independent body with subpoena
power and a requirement to complete a mini-
mum number of audits each year. The proposed
system will continue to run on the assumption

that all 2,000-plus elected officials in
Virginia are honest in their campaign
and financial filings and problems will
only be exposed by whistleblowers or
ancillary investigations. Virginians de-
serve better.

Keeping Electricity Affordable
Both chambers have passed legislation sig-

nificantly rewriting the laws regulating inves-
tor-owned utilities. I voted “no.” In 2007, Vir-
ginia re-regulated electric utilities by creating
a process under which the incumbent mo-
nopoly (in our area, Dominion Power) is re-
viewed every two years by the State Corpora-
tion Commission to determine if the company
is earning an excess profit. If so, excess profits
are refunded or electricity rates are cut. The
legislation passed abolishes these biennial re-
views for five years and freezes rates.

While the legislation does provide consum-
ers some protection from possible coal plant
closure costs and requires some investments
in solar, I am concerned we are getting short-
changed. Two days before we voted, UBS Fi-
nancial Services issued a very optimistic review
of Dominion’s earning potential because our
legislation “remove[d] one of the largest single
risks” to Dominion’s earnings. My priority is
making home electric bills affordable, not en-
hancing shareholder value.

Budgets
On proposed budgets, the good news is that

state revenue projections have partially recov-
ered, which has allowed both bodies to pro-
pose long overdue raises for teachers (1.5 per-

cent), state employees (1.5-3.0 percent), col-
lege faculty (2 percent) and law enforcement
personnel. Many of these individuals have only
seen one raise in seven years.

I voted against the proposed budget for sev-
eral reasons. First, the budget deleted Gov.
Terry McAuliffe’s proposed Medicaid expan-
sion. Expansion would provide health insur-
ance to 5,000 working adults in the 44th Dis-
trict and 400,000 statewide, bring $1.5 billion
of Virginians’ federal taxpayer dollars home per
year, create 30,000 jobs and free up $180 mil-
lion of Virginia state taxpayer dollars for other
priorities. The 44th District has the second larg-
est current Medicaid population of all delegates
in Fairfax County, Arlington County, Loudoun
County and Alexandria.

The House budget also cuts pre-kindergar-
ten by $6 million and funds higher education
$30 million less than the Senate budget. It
contains language that would prohibit taxpayer
funding for abortions and language that would
prohibit Governor McAuliffe from rolling back
regulations designed to shut down most abor-
tion clinics in Virginia. It also contains language
purporting to allow any of the 140 members
of the House or Senate to bring a taxpayer-
funded lawsuit against the Governor if a legis-
lator or any agency interprets a state law con-
trary to the legislators’ opinion. That’s the At-
torney General’s job.

In these last two weeks, conference commit-
tees will conduct intense negotiations over the
budget and some of the most contentious bills.

I appreciate the hundreds of emails you have
sent me. Please continue to share your views
at scott@scottsurovell.org.

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your
state delegate.

Ethics, Electricity Bills and the Budget
Commentary
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TCHOUPITOULAS
Fine Furnishings and Interior Design

Tradition with a Twist

210 N. Lee Street, Alexandria ~ 703-299-0145
www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Mon–Fri: 10–6 • Sat: 10–5 • Sun: 12–5
Active Duty and Retired US Military Always

receive an additional 10% off every sale
INDUSTRY
PARTNER

Southdown Waterfront  7717 Southdown Rd, Alexandria, VA
WATERFRONT custom retreat! 300' dock, 2 boat slips &
electronic boat lift located directly on the Potomac River.
River views throughout! 5 Br, 4.5 Ba! Wine cellar houses
1,800 bottles!  $2,695,000
Liz Bucuvalas  CBmove.com/FX8539669

Open Sun 1-4 pm  Maple Heights 
4202 Maple Tree Court, Alexandria, VA
Beautifully renovated center-hall colonial. Over 4,000 sq ft
above grade, open floor plan, stunning kitchen & light-filled
great rm & fully fin bsmt. Large lot on cul-de-sac.
$1,499,000 The York Group  CBmove.com/AX8539710

Open Sun 2-4 pm Old Town SE Quadrant 
600 South Lee Street, Alexandria, VA
Located in the center of the South East Quadrant, 1 block from
the Potomac River, with River views, elegant, updated brick
end townhome w/gourmet kitchen, 4 Br, 3.5 Ba, 4 levels.
$1,199,000 Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/AX8496964

Wilson Woods 5900 Ashby Manor Place, Alexandria, VA
Charming 5 BR + 5 1/2 BA New England Cape Cod is per-
fect for gracious entertaining & comfortable family living.
Includes spacious kitchen w/adjoining FR, exercise rm + 2-
car garage. $1,095,000
Donnan C. Wintermute  CBmove.com/FX8534851

Villamay  1211 Tatum Drive, Alexandria, VA
Custom-built house on 1.6 acre hillside lot covered with
trees. A most private setting. Skylights, exposed ceiling
beams, brick walls, hot tub, near 3,000 sq ft with lower
level. $899,000
Bob Hamilton  CBmove.com/FX8537770

Olde Belhaven Towne 6317 Barrister Place, Alexandria, VA
Just Listed – brick townhome on quiet side street! 3 Br, 3.5
Ba, updated gourmet kitchen, baths, hardwoods, new roof,
HVAC, windows, gutters and more. Ready for you!
$639,900
Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/FX

Overlook 5439 Summer Leaf Lane, Alexandria, VA
Located within the Beltway, this townhome has a won-
derful location overlooking Parkland; 3 Br, but has 2
masters w/potential – can be turned into 2; 3 on 1 level.
3.5 Ba, 1-car garage.  $519,900
Bonnie Rivkin CBmove.com/FX8539652

Olde Mill  
8600 Shadwell
Drive #2,
Alexandria, VA
Pristine 2 Bed-
room, 2 Bath
ground floor
condo including
hardwoods and
fresh paint
throughout. New
stainless appli-
ances, plenty of
parking, full size
W/D, fireplace,
huge walk-in.
$189,000
Cathy
D’Antuono
CBmove.com/
FX8548402

Ronald Brooks White
Ronald Brooks White, 81, of Alexan-

dria, died Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2015 at
his home in Port Charlotte, Fla. Born in
Whitesville, Ky., the son of the late Willis
Ronald and Nina Bell White, Mr. White
graduated from Owensboro High School.
He worked at Green River Rural Electric
as a lineman, pilot, and head engineer
while attending Georgia Tech on a coop-
erative program, from which he received
a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineer-
ing in 1957 and a master’s degree in
1971. On Jan. 19, 1958, at Hopewell
Baptist Church, he married Dorothy
Louise Sublett, daughter of the late Ken-
neth and Louise Sublett. Drafted into the
U.S. Army, he served at Ft. Belvoir. Fol-
lowing his discharge he continued with the
Army Research and Development Center at
Ft. Belvoir, and briefly at the Pentagon, re-
tiring after 33 years of service. Following
his retirement he traveled the world work-
ing at embassies with the U.S. Department
of State.

His greatest joy was the time he spent
with his wife, his children and their spouses,
and his grandchildren. For the past 20 years,
much of his time was spent in North Caro-
lina with his son, building marinas and
memories. Having raised his family in Al-
exandria, he enjoyed the last year living
between there and his new home in south-
west Florida.

Mr. White is sur-
vived by his wife of
57 years, Dorothy
Louise White; his son
Ronald Duane White
and his wife Macon
Medlin White, his
daughters Donna
Louise Nuckols and
her husband Rick
Nuckols and Debbie
Lynn Sells and her
husband Harrison
Sells; his grandchil-
dren Jerry Allen
Sanders, Jr., Jacob
Andrew Sanders, and

Jordyn Alexandra Sells; his sisters Shirley
Thurmond and her husband the Rev. James
Thurmond and Sandra Gossert and her hus-
band Ted Gossert.

A memorial service for Mr. White will be
at 11 o’clock a.m. on Friday, Feb. 27, 2015
at Plymouth Haven Baptist Church, 8600
Plymouth Road, Alexandria.

The service will be followed by a fellow-
ship luncheon in the church Fellowship Hall.

Memorial contributions may be made to
the Hope Tree Family Services (Baptist
Children’s Home) at www.hopetreefs.org or
telephone 540-389-2112

Condolences may be offered online at
www.glennfuneralhome.com.

Obituary
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703-490-5888 • www.CavalloDentistry.com

DENTAL IMPLANTS
Are They An Option For Me?

12502 Lake Ridge Dr., Suite A, Lake Ridge, VA 22192

Cosmetic, Implant & Restoration Dentistry

JOSEPH P. CAVALLO, DDS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH • 5:00 PM
Refreshments Served

Missing one or more teeth?
Ill-fitting Partial or Denture?

Joseph P. Cavallo invites you to attend this
seminar to learn more about Dental Implants,

and see if they’re an option for you.
Complimentary evaluation and private consultation

following seminar to the first 5 to reserve.

Call today to reserve your seat!
703-490-5888

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

FEB. 1-APRIL 15
Free Tax Preparation. Monday-

Saturday, 10:15 a.m.-2 p.m.;
Monday-Thursday, 5-8 p.m. at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria. For
taxpayers with low and middle
income. All ages, with special
attention to seniors. Federal and
Virginia tax returns prepared and
electronically filed by IRS-certified
volunteers. Tax questions can be
answered. Bring your photo ID(s),
Social Security Card(s), tax
documents, and your prior year tax
return.

SUNDAY/FEB. 22
Nature Talk: Snakefish. 2 p.m. at

the Norma Hoffman Visitor Center,
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. The
Friends of Dyke Marsh will host a
presentation by John Odenkirk, fish
biologist with the Virginia

Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries. He will explore the world
of the snakehead—its characteristics,
impacts and future—and discuss the
future and health of the Potomac
River fishery. Free, open to the
public. Visit www.fodm.org,
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks or call
703-768-2525.

FRIDAY/FEB. 27
Documentary Screening. 1-3 p.m. at

George Mason Regional Library,
7001 Little River Turnpike,
Annandale.Join in the launch of the
international “Education is Not a
Crime” campaign, with screenings of
Maziar Bahari’s new documentary
film, “To Light a Candle.” Some of
the Baha’is in Mount Vernon are of
Iranian background and were denied
the right to higher education at
universities solely because of their
religious beliefs. There will be a
moderated discussion and
refreshments after the presentation.
Contact William Collins, 703-679-
0805 or
mountvernon.bahainfo@gmail.com.

MONDAY/MARCH 2
Scholarship Application Deadline.

Noon. The Military Officers
Association of America Educational

Assistance is accepting application
for the 2015-16 school year. Students
under age 24, who are children of
former, currently serving or retired
commissioned or warrant officers and
children of currently serving or
retired enlisted military personnel,
who are graduating high school
seniors or full-time college students
working toward their first
undergraduate degree, are eligible to
apply. Apply online at
www.moaa.org/education.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 4
Comment Deadline. The National

Park Service is accepting public
scoping comments on the Fort Hunt
Park Site Development Plan and
Environmental Assessment to identify
an overall direction for park
management of Fort Hunt Park while
defining specific resource conditions
and improvements to visitor
experience. Members of the public
and organizations are encouraged to
provide comments online, go to
parkplanning.nps.gov/forthunt,
navigate the menu on the left hand
side of the page to Document List.
Comments may also be submitted in
writing to: Attn: Fort Hunt Park EA,
National Park Service, George
Washington Memorial Parkway, c/o
Turkey Run Park, McLean, VA 22101.

Bulletin Board

From Page 8

Opinion

tee took less than a half-hour to propose a compro-
mise two-song solution. We selected “Sweet Virginia
Breeze” by Steve Bassett and Robbin Thompson as
our “popular” state song, and “Our Great Virginia,”
which is set to the tune of “Shenandoah” with new
lyrics commissioned by Virginia Tech professor James
Robertson, Jr. as our “traditional” state song. The
most contentious point of debate was whether we
should change a lyric in one of the songs from “the

heartland of America” to “the birthplace of America.”
Birthplace won and I hope that the House of Del-
egates will concur so we can get back to focusing on
weightier items.

Please take my online survey at
www.AdamEbbin.com/Survey. You can also email me
at district30@senate.virginia.gov and sign up for my
weekly email updates at http://
www.AdamEbbin.com. I am active on Twitter
@AdamEbbin and Facebook at www.facebook.com/
EbbinCampaign.

Protecting Dominion’s Monopoly Earnings

Letters to the Editor

Position Does
Deserve Raise
To the Editor:

The Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors deserves a pay raise.
Thanks go to Frank Medico for his
letter informing the residents of
their chance to weigh in on this
important decision by the Board
of Supervisors (Feb.12, Mount
Vernon Gazette). Fairfax residents
please let the Board of Supervisors
know your position.

Please also note that this pay
raise starts next year for the new
supervisors and it is for the job
position not a bonus for the cur-
rent members. Hopefully this pay
raise will increase the candidates
for the Board of Supervisors posi-
tions up for vote in November. Mr.
Medico compared the Board of Su-
pervisors pay to other Virginia
county supervisors. Let’s be fair
here: Compare Fairfax County
with D.C. and the Maryland metro-
area counties. Result: Fairfax
County supervisors get much less
pay than all their neighbors.

Fairfax County has grown to the
point that it requires full-time pro-
fessional supervisor leadership.
That leadership should be worth
$145,000 a year. An old saying
covers it well: “If you want it
cheap, you will get it cheap.”

Harry Lehman
Alexandria

Voting Based on
Views and Values
To the Editor:

Loath though I am to quote my-
self, sometimes it’s just not worth
the effort to find new ways to say
the same thing. In February 2012,
I wrote the following in a letter to
the Gazette: “I find it fascinating
that Mr. H. Jay Spiegel appears to
have just discovered that Del. Scott
Surovell votes (gasp!) left-of-cen-
ter in the House.” Based on his lat-
est letter (“Votes Need Explain-
ing”), Mr. Spiegel seems to still be
reeling from that revelation.

Mr. Spiegel also seems to still

hold the same bizarre opinion on
how representative democracy is
supposed to work, which opinion
I addressed in an August 2013 let-
ter: “Mr. Spiegel asserts that we
need to replace Mr. Surovell with
someone who can get things done
for our district (go along to get
along and get the pork!) by being
more like the majority of the mem-
bers of the House of Delegates
(read: Republican) or, at the very
least, a token DINO (‘Democrat in
Name Only’) who is ‘more in the
mainstream of the 44th District.’”

If I may be so bold, here’s how I
would summarize what I believe
to be Mr. Spiegel’s Machiavellian
voting advice: Always vote for the
candidate who’s on the side of the
majority, regardless of how you
think he/she is likely to vote on
issues that matter to you. Here’s
mine: Vote for the candidate who
best represents your views and
values, because to do otherwise is
selfish and cynical.

Jeff Carver
Alexandria
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
“Beyond the Board” Art Exhibit.

Through Feb. 22. Prudential PenFed
Realty, 4900 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans’
presents “Beyond the Board.” A
portion of artists’ sales go to the
PenFed Foundation, supporting
active military families, veterans and
their families. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org/shows/
gww/ for more.

Exhibition “Unearthed |
Unleashed.” Through Feb. 22, in
the Athenaeum Gallery 201 Prince
St., Alexandria. An exhibition of the
works of Michael Gessner and Joanne
Kent. Gessner’s mixed media
sculptures reference a variety of
natural forms. Kent’s minimal works
with thickly applied paint and wax
appear to be a reflection on organic
elements and artifacts. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

Mount Vernon Celebrates Black
History Month. Through February
at Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount
Vernon Highway, Mount Vernon. In
observance of Black History Month,
George Washington’s Mount Vernon
highlights the lives and contributions
of the slaves who built and operated
the plantation home of George and
Martha Washington. Throughout the

month, a daily Slave Life at Mount
Vernon Tour explores the lives and
contributions of the slaves who lived
at Mount Vernon at 11:30 a.m. The
tour will conclude with a wreath
laying at the Slave Memorial site.
Black History Month activities are
included in admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Annual Student/Faculty Show - Art
League School. Through March 1,
Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Thursday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sunday,
noon-6 p.m., at The Torpedo Factory,
105 North Union St., Studio 21. The
Art League’s annual Student/Faculty
Show showcases faculty works
alongside hundreds of paintings,
drawings, printmaking, stained glass,
jewelry, ceramics, pottery, fiber,
mosaics, sculpture created by
students. Visit www.theartleague.org.
Call the gallery at 703-683-1780 or
the school at 703-683-2323.

“Bessie’s Blues.” Through March 15
at MetroStage, 1201 North Royal St.,
Alexandria. “Bessie’s Blues,” features
Bernardine Mitchell, Roz White, TC
Carson and a cast of actors and
musicians who will tell the story of
Bessie Smith through a musical
odyssey of the blues. William
Knowles is music director.
Performances are Wednesday-Friday,
8 p.m.; Saturday, 3 and 8 p.m.; and
Sunday, 3 and 7 p.m. $55-60. Visit
www.metrostage.org or call 800-494-
8497.

“Front and Back.” Through March
15, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily; 10 a.m.- 9
p.m. second Thursday of the month
at Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery in
Studio 18 of the Torpedo Factory Art
Center at 105 North Union Street,

Alexandria. Artists’ imagination plays
with Items that are different front vs
back; right vs left; top vs bottom;
inside vs outside; right side up vs up
side down; positive space vs negative
space. Anything that has two or more
sides can be used to show two
different visuals. Free admission. See
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com
for more.

Nine Paintings from John
Chapman. Through May 25, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. at the Donald W. Reynolds
Museum and Education Center
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. Nine
unique paintings by the Virginia born
artist John Gadsby Chapman (1808-
1889) illustrating landscape scenes
important to George Washington’s
biography are on view. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants

access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria-a $26 added
value. Visit
www.PresPassport.Monticello.org for
more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon-5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. Noon
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 pm.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk has
been a weekly event at Huntley
Meadows since 1985. It takes place
every week, rain or shine (except
during electrical storms, strong
winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m. (8 a.m.
November through March), is free of
charge, requires no reservation, and
is open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to Park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Summer of Smiles. The Recreation,

Parks and Cultural Activities’
Summer Fun Guide, is now available.
Summer camps and activities are
available for youth ages 2-17 and
include sports, dance, creative arts,
computer, chess, enrichment, nature,
adventure, Out of School Time
(residents only) and classic camps.
The guide has an index listing camps
by week offered and age group.
Registration opens Wednesday,
March 18 for City of Alexandria
residents and Friday, March 20 for
nonresidents. Interested participants
may register online or in-person at
the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St.
The Summer Fun Guide is available
for download at
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation.
Free printed brochures will be
available at City Hall, recreation
centers, and public libraries. Call the
Registration and Reservation Office
at 703-746-5414.

Tavern Toddlers. Every Monday
(except Federal Holidays) 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 North Royal Street, Alexandria.
Join other families with toddlers
(walkers through 36 months) to have
fun in Gadsby’s historic ballroom.
Playtime features a craft table, book
corner, toys and group dancing. $7
for a group of three. Visit
www.alexandria.gov/gadsbystavern
or call 703-746-4242.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and

Entertainment

Calendar

Birth of the Blues
Bessie Smith story at MetroStage.

Bernadine Mitchell, center, stars as Bessie Smith in “Bessie’s Blues,”
playing now through March 15 at MetroStage.
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By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

T
wenty years after its award-winning
debut at The Studio Theater, the
story of legendary blues singer

Bessie Smith has returned in the blockbuster
musical production “Bessie’s Blues,” now
playing at MetroStage.

As part of its 30th anniversary season,
MetroStage has revived the story of Smith,
with many of the original cast reprising their
roles, including the incomparable
Bernadine Mitchell as the popular “Empress
of Blues.”

“It’s a great honor to revisit one of the
great icons of show business,” said Mitchell,
whose soaring vocals led to her nomination
for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Musical
in the original 1995 production.

Also returning from the original produc-
tion is Roz White as Rhythm, a role that
earned her a Helen Hayes Award for Out-
standing Supporting Actress. The eight-
member cast of “Bessie’s Blues” includes
Helen Hayes nominee Lori Williams as Pas-
sion, TC Carson as Lover, Stephawn
Stephens as Blood, Djob Lyons as Midnight
and LC Harden Jr. as Bluesman.

The original musical garnered seven
Helen Hayes nominations and walked away

with six awards, including Outstanding
Resident Musical. The MetroStage revival
features more than 33 songs, including
Smith classics like “Nobody Knows You
When You’re Down and Out.”

Book and lyrics composer Thomas W.
Jones II, who received the Helen Hayes
Award for Outstanding Director/Resident
Musical for the original production, is back
as director and choreographer for its revival.
He is joined by MetroStage veteran Will-
iam Knowles as musical director.

Joining Knowles in the band is Greg
Holloway on drums, Ron Oshima on sax and
David Cole on guitar.

Until her untimely death in a traffic acci-
dent near Clarksdale, Mississippi in 1937,
Smith was the most popular female blues
singer of the 1920s and 1930s. Asked about
performing the Bessie Smith role 20 years
apart, Mitchell said, “I feel that I have grown
as a woman, an artist and as a human be-
ing. I have experienced many life lessons
and there’s a truth about the language that
doesn’t need explanation. I have my own
truth that is mine to own.”

“Bessie’s Blues” is playing through March
15 at MetroStage, 1201 North Royal St. For
tickets or more information, call 703-548-
9044 or visit www.metrostage.org.

Bernadine Mitchell, is joined by
Stephawn Stephens, Roz White,
Djob Lyons, LC Harden Jr., TC
Carson and Nia Harris in the
MetorStage production of “Bessie’s
Blues.”
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To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
our live models. Fee ranges from $8-
$12. All skill levels are welcome. Del
Ray Artisans is located at 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

FRIDAY/FEB. 13 – SUNDAY/MARCH 29
“In and of the Land.” 10 a.m. to 4

p.m. and during performances at The
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center, Margaret W. and Joseph
L. Fisher Art Gallery at the
Alexandria Campus of Northern
Virginia Community College, 4915
East Campus Drive, Alexandria. “In
and of the Land” is a two person
exhibition of recent work in paintings
by Clive Pates and ceramics by
Virginia Rood Pates. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/
Gallery for more.

THURSDAY/FEB.19
Photography Exhibit. 4:30-7:30 p.m.

at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City,
2799 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington. The Hyatt’s General
Manager, Derrick Morrow, has
partnered with the National Kidney
Foundation for monthly “Art for Life”
events in 2015. This month’s local
artist is Torpedo Factory
photographer, Greg Knott. A nominal
donation will allow access to the
events as well as include a
complimentary beverage and light
fare. All proceeds will be collected
and donated to the National Kidney
Foundation each month. Visit
www.gregknott.com.

FRIDAY/FEB. 20
Andrew O’Day. 8 - 11 p.m., at John

Strongbow’s Tavern, 710 King St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.johnstrongbows.com or call
703-329-3075.

Just Stories: Author Alice Y. Chen.
10:30 a.m. at Sherwood Regional
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane,
Alexandria. Preschoolers will enjoy
local author Alice Y. Chen as she
shares her first picture book
“Centipede Dragon: A Benevolent
Creature.” Register at https://
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventsignup.asp

SATURDAY/FEB. 21
Dinner and Silent and Live

Auctions. 3 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at the
Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909
Windmill Lane, Alexandria. Enjoy the
afternoon and evening with a silent
auction at 3 p.m., followed by a wine
bar at 5 p.m., a potluck dinner at
5:30 and a live auction at 6:45. Bring
a dish to share. All proceeds will
benefit the church. Contact Kelly
Campbell at
moonbeam610@gmail.com for more
information. Visit mvuc.org.

Benefit Concert. 7 p.m. in the
Meeting House at the Mt. Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill
Lane, Alexandria. Emma’s Revolution
headlines a benefit concert for the
Katie Tyson Fund for Youth and
Young Adult Ministry. Visit
mvuc.org/ for more.

The Hooligans. 9-11 p.m. at John
Strongbow’s Tavern, 710 King St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.johnstrongbows.com or call
703-329-3075.

FEB. 21-MAY 31
“Paws ‘N Claws for Art.” Run

through May 31 at Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter, 4101 Eisenhower
Ave., Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans
and Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria teamed up to present this
animal-themed, fundraising exhibit.
Both nonprofits receive a percentage
of each sale. Also showing, but not
for sale, will be UpCycle’s Fur-Vor
project community-based student-
recycled dog art. Reception: Friday,
February 27, 7-9pm. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW
for more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 22
Walk with Washington Tour. 2

p.m., at Alexandria Convention and
Visitors Bureau, 221 King St.,
Alexandria. The walk focuses on
important Old Towne sites associated
with George Washington. 60-90
minutes. Free. Call 703-746-3301 for
more.

Gallery Talk, Symbiosis and
Tension, 3 p.m. in the Athenaeum
Gallery, 201 Prince St., Alexandria.
Artists Michael Gessner and Joanne
Kent explain their process,
inspiration, and how their friendship
played a role in the creation of the
works in the show. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

Lenten Evensong. 7 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Church, 228 South Pitt St.,
Alexandria. Arlington’s Tina Chancey
will play early musical instruments,
including the rebec, vielle, kamenj,
viol, and lyra viol. Her performance
will be followed by a Lenten Choral
Evensong service at St. Paul’s Old
Town, directed by Grant Hellmers,
organist-choirmaster, and will feature
music by English composer Henry
Purcell. Free. Donations will go to St.
Paul’s Lazarus Ministry. Call 703-
549-3312 for more.

Symbiosis and Tension. 3 p.m. at
the Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince
St., Alexandria. Michael Gessner and
Joanne Kent will explain their
process, their inspiration, and how
their friendship played a role in the
creation of the works in Unearthed |
Unleashed. Visit www.nvfaa.org for
more.

MONDAY/FEB. 23
Agenda:Alexandria Dinner. 6:45

p.m. at The Hermitage, 5000
Fairbanks Ave., Alexandria.
Agenda:Alexandria presents “Down
the Hatch: Alexandria’s Luscious
Libations” with Steve Bashore,
manager of Historic Trades at Mount
Vernon; Bill Butcher, founder, Port
City Brewery; and Todd Thrasher,
sommelier and liquid savant, Eat
Good Food Group. Dinner catered by
Bittersweet Catering at 6:45 ($32-
$42); program only at 7:15
(members free; nonmembers $5).
Reservations required. Call Sherry
Brown at 703-548-7089 or email
agendaalexandria@aol.com.

TUESDAY/FEB. 24
Black History Month Celebration,

7:30 p.m.at the Schlesinger Concert
Hall and Arts Center, NOVA,
Alexandria Campus, 4915 East
Campus Drive, Alexandria. The
program will include Joyce Garrett
and the rChoir of Alfred Street
Baptist Church, the NOVA Jazz
Ensemble, the NOVA Community
Chorus , Dr. Lisa Edwards Burrs,
soprano, the DEM Vocal Trio, The
Metropolitan Youth Tap Ensemble,
and readings of Maya Angelou’s
poetry by NOVA speech and drama
students. Art work by NOVA Studio
will be shown. Although no tickets
are required, a donation is requested.
Parking is available. The concert is
dedicated to the memory of Dr. Joe
Windham. Call 703-845-6097, email
mwhitmire@nvcc.edu or visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter.

THROUGH FEB. 26
African Drumming For Families.

6:30-8 p.m. Various dates and
locations. African drumming is a fun
way for the whole family to honor
Black History Month. With a range of
African djembe drums along with
other traditional instruments and
dancing. A light dinner, childcare and
interpreter services provided free.
Visit www.acps.k12.va.us/face-
centers/ for details.

Bob Hume & Martha Capone. 7-9
p.m., at John Strongbow’s Tavern,
710 King St., Alexandria. Visit
www.johnstrongbows.com or call
703-329-3075.

Mike + The Mechanics 30th
Anniversary Tour. 7:30 p.m. The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Their first American tour
in almost 25 years. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

THURSDAY/FEB. 26-SUNDAY/MARCH 1
Robert Cwiok / Enveloping Time.

12-4 p.m. Thursday, Friday and
Sunday; 1-4 p.m. Saturdays at the
Athanaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Paintings, collage, and
mixed media works representing all
phases of Cwiok’s 40-year career lead
visitors on a tour through the
development of an artist. Visit
nvfaa.org for more.

FRIDAY/FEB. 27
Opening Reception. 7-9 p.m. at the

Vola Lawson Animal Shelter, 4101
Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria. “Paws
‘N Claws for Art,” Del Ray Artisans
and Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria show animal-themed art
with UpCycle’s Fur-Vor student-
created dog art. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW
for more.

Gala Benefit. 7-10 p.m. at Virtue Feed
and Grain, 106 South Union St.,
Alexandria. Gala will benefit The
Center for Alexandria’s Children, the
City’s primary resource for the
prevention, investigation and
treatment of child abuse. Attendees
will “Get Up and Boogie” to the disco
sounds of the 1970s, enjoying an
evening that includes a cocktail
buffet, silent auction, 50/50 raffle,
and “Be A Superstar” booth where

patrons can purchase items to benefit
the Center. Tickets start at $150.
Available online at http://
2015cacgala.eventbrite.com. Call
703-746-6008 or visit
www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org.

Mike + The Mechanics 30th
Anniversary Tour. 7:30 p.m. The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Their first
American tour in almost 25 years.
Visit www.birchmere.com or call
703-549-7500.

SATURDAY/FEB. 28
2015 Generation to Generation

Gala. 6-11 p.m. at Hilton Alexandria
Mark Center, 5000 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Join Senior Services of
Alexandria at the 2015 Generation to
Generation Gala to celebrate
honorees Christopher Campagna and
his mother June Geoffray; John and
Bea Taylor and their daughters Karen
Taylor Chandler and Rhonda Taylor;
and the first recipient of the SSA
Philanthropist Award, Ronald M.
Bradley. Cocktails, silent auction,
dinner and dancing. Black tie
optional. Tickets at
www.seniorservicesalex.org or 703-
836-4414.

Andrew O’Day. 8-11 p.m., at John
Strongbow’s Tavern, 710 King St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.johnstrongbows.com or call
703-329-3075.

Entertainment
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2ND ANNUAL

Friday, March 6, 2015
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington/Fairfax Region help
hundreds of at-risk youth every day
right here in Fairfax County.

We invite your organization to consider sponsorship
opportunities for our 2nd Annual Boys and Girls Clubs
of Greater Washington, Fairfax Region Casino Night.

Casino Night is a fun-filled evening featuring:
• Full complement of staffed gaming tables including Texas Hold ’em,
   Black Jack and Craps, Roulette
• Fabulous dinner buffet * open bar * amazing raffles, live and silent auction
• Celebrity Emcee with music and dancing.

The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner
1700 Tysons Boulevard, McLean, Virginia 22102 • On the Silver Line

Friday, March 6, 2015
6:30-11:30pm

Tickets: $95.00 per person,
$175.00 per couple

Special Overnight Guest Room Rate
at the Ritz-Carlton for

Friday March 6, 2015 -- $119.00

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Washington/Fairfax Region help boys
and girls of all backgrounds build confidence, develop character, and acquire
skills fundamental to becoming productive, civic-minded, responsible adults.

BGCGW provides a safe and positive environment for our youth.

Tickets: www.bgcgw.org/fairfax/casino-night/

Boys & Girls Club Fairfax Casino Night

OF GREATER WASHINGTON
FAIRFAX COUNTY REGION

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

MARCH
3/4/2015.............................................................Wellbeing
3/11/2015.................HomeLifeStyle Real Estate Pullout
3/18/2015.......................................A+ Camps & Schools
3/25/2015.......Spring Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
FCPS Spring Break 3/30-4/3

APRIL
4/1/2015.....................Wellbeing – Senior Living Pullout
Easter Sunday is April 5
4/8/2015.....................................................HomeLifeStyle
4/15/2015.......................................A+ Camps & Schools
4/22/2015...................Real Estate Pullout – New Homes
4/29/2015A+ Camps & Schools Pullout
4/29/2015...Mother’s Day Celebrations, Dining & Gifts I
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

Exp. 3/31/15

SUNDAY/MARCH 1
Closing Reception. 2-4 p.m. at The

Torpedo Factory, 105 North Union
St., Studio 21. The Art League’s
annual Student/Faculty Show, on
view through March 1, 2015,
showcases work by faculty alongside
hundreds of paintings, drawings,
printmaking, stained glass, jewelry,
ceramics, pottery, fiber, mosaics,
sculpture created by the student
body. Visit www.theartleague.org or
call the gallery at 703-683-1780 or
the school at 703-683-2323.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Opening for “Enveloping
Time,” an exhibition of the works of
Robert Cwiok in the Athenaeum
gallery. Cwiok’s paintings, collage,
and mixed media works lead visitors
on a visual tour through the
development of an artist. Text, print
ephemera and envelopes are visual
leitmotifs throughout his career.
Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

PLTI Fundraiser. 5:30 p.m. at ABACA,
1201 North Royal Street, Alexandria
and MetroStage. The Parent
Leadership Institute of Alexandria
will hold its annual fundraiser at
MetroStage and ABACA. The evening
will begin with a dinner buffet and a
silent auction at 5:30 p.m., followed
by “Bessie’s Blues” at 7 at
MetroStage. $85 per person for the
dinner and show. Visit www.plti-
alex.org or contact Fay Slotnick at
703-409-6872 or fay@plti-alex.org
for tickets.

MONDAY/MARCH 2
R.E. Lee Camp Dinner. 6:15 p.m. at

the American Legion Hall, 400
Cameron St., Alexandria (behind
Gatsby’s Tavern on Royal Street).

Social hour is followed by a catered
dinner. Hear speaker Philip Schreier,
the senior curator at the National
Rifle Association talk about “The
English Enfield in Confederate
Service.” $25 per person; $12.50 for
those 17 and under. RSVP with a
check made out to R.E. Lee Camp
#726 and mailed to 401 Wilkes St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314. Must be
received by Feb. 27. For additional
information, visit www.leecamp.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 3
National Pancake Day. Participating

local IHOPs celebrate by giving away
one free short stack of pancakes with
the hopes that patrons will make a
donation to The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society’s National Capital
Area Chapter in lieu of payment for
pancakes. Visit www.ihop.com for
more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 5
Concert. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum History

Museum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. The United States Air
Force Band-Chamber Players concert
featuring eclectic music for Tuba-
Euphonium Quartet. Concert subject
to cancellation due to inclement
weather. Free. Call 202-767-5658 or
visit www.usafband.af.mil.

FRIDAY/MARCH 6
Opening Reception. 7-9 p.m. at Del

Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Local area artists express
their dreams through their art in
“DREAM ON!” Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

MARCH 6-29
“DREAM ON!” Runs through Sunday,

March 29 at Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria
Local area artists use any media to
explore and express their dreams in
the “DREAM ON!” exhibit at Del Ray
Artisans gallery. Using their
imaginations, artists interpret their
dreams—from weird to wonderful,
scary to surreal. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

SATURDAY/MARCH 7
Live Music. 7 p.m. at St. Aidan’s

Episcopal Church, 8531 Riverside
Road, Alexandria. Focus presents folk
singer/songwriter Peter Mayer, with
guest Doug Alan Wilcox. $18 general,
$15 in advance at
www.focusmusic.org.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 7-8
Thomas Lynch, Poet-Undertaker.

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.; Sunday, 8:30,
9:45, and 11:15 a.m. at Aldersgate
Church, 1301 Collingwood Road,
Alexandria. Thomas Lynch, author
and inspiration behind the HBO
series “Six Feet Under” will speak at
Aldersgate Church. There will be a
question/answer session and book
signing at Aldersgate on Sunday,
March 8, 12:30 p.m. $10 per person,
pre-registration required at
www.aldersgate.net/lynch.

SUNDAY/MARCH 8
International Women’s Day at Ten

Thousand Villages. Noon-6 p.m.
at 915 King St., Alexandria. Shoppers
can find the perfect fair trade gift for
the women in their lives; that gift
was most likely made by one of the
thousands of female artisans working
with Ten Thousand Villages; on
March 8 the store will donate a
portion of the day’s sales to the City
of Alexandria’s programs combating
domestic violence. Visit
www.alexandria.tenthousandvillages.com
for more.

MARCH 11-29
Blossom’s Rainbow. Runs through

Sunday, March 29. 10:30 am. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Wednesdays-Fridays and
Sundays. In the show, a painter’s
brush sets a young cherry blossom’s
world into motion. Infused with
whimsical dance, vibrant colors, and
dynamic live music, join Blossom on
her journey from the red mountains
down to the indigo city in this new
piece that celebrates Japanese
culture. Best for children ages 2-5
and their families. Arts on the
Horizon is a theatre company that
produces original work exclusively
for children ages 0-6 and their
families in Northern Virginia and the
DC metro area. $8, tickets online or
at the door on the day of the
performance. Box office: 703-967-
0437. Visit
www.ArtsOnTheHorizon.org for
more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 14
Pajama Party. 7-10 p.m. at Del Ray

Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. A
fun-filled evening to celebrate the
“DREAM ON” exhibit at Del Ray
Artisans; with raffles and prizes. Free
to those who wear pajamas; $5 each
for those who don’t. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

Concert and Gala. 8 p.m. at George
Washington Masonic Memorial,101
Callahan Drive. Visit
www.alexandriachoralsociety.org for
more.

Entertainment
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News

By Kenneth Moore

The Gazette

O
ne teenager who attempted
suicide revealed that if any-
one had asked him before
hand whether he was think-

ing of hurting himself, he would have said
yes.

That message rang loud and clear to
Teresa Gallahan, school nurse at a Catholic
school in Chantilly. The teen was part of a
training video for a course on Youth Men-
tal Health First Aid, offered by the Fairfax-
Falls Church Community Services Board.

Gallahan, from Herndon, was impressed
that the instructor urged her to enter the
phone number for the CSB Crisis Hotline
into her cell phone on the spot.

“I’m trained to look for resources,” said
Gallahan, a Herndon resident, who has
worked at St. Veronica School for approxi-
mately 7 years. Gallahan and her principal
have now organized all teachers and staff
to take the CSB training.

“Most parents appreciate that we keep an
eye on their children,” Gallahan said.

Since 2012, 1,750 have taken the CSB
First Aid Mental Health Training. More than
10,000 people have taken the CSB online
youth suicide prevention program.

Mental Health First Aid is one of the ways
the Community Services Board serves all
residents in the community.

TRACEY PHILLIPS was 24 weeks preg-
nant when her labor began.

She had three premature triplets; her sec-
ond baby didn’t survive, and her son and
daughter spent five and four months in the
neonatal intensive care unit.

“I had to recover from a C-section, we had
to plan for my son’s funeral, and we had
two very sick children in the NICU,” she
said. “The human spirit finds a way.”

Phillips’ family was immediately helped
by the CSB’s Infant and Toddler Connec-
tion, which provides evaluations and early
intervention services for infants and tod-
dlers who might have developmental or in-
tellectual disabilities or developmental de-

lay.
“We would be looking at a very different

picture had my family not been given early
intervention,” Phillips said. “When my
daughter started to walk I was sure she was
on the right track.”

Phillips’ children, now six, both have spe-
cial needs. Phillips now works for the In-
fant and Tod-
dler program
and is grateful
she can give
back to other
families who
are beginning
their special
needs jour-
neys.

“There’s a
whole move-
ment of people with lived experience who
have something to offer,” said CSB Execu-
tive Director Tisha Deeghan, of hiring
people like Phillips. “That voice is absolutely
magical in helping.”

“Even with all that happened to us, I have
found other families that have been through
much worse,” Phillips said. “We have been
through the worst of it, we can see a fu-
ture.”

During FY 2014, the CSB served 3,164
children through the Infant and Toddler
Connection.

THE COMMUNITY Services Board plans,
organizes and provides services for people
who have mental illness, substance use dis-
orders, and/or intellectual disability. The
CSB served 21,249 residents during last
year’s fiscal year.

Most CSB services are primarily for people
whose conditions seriously impact their
daily functioning. But anyone with a related
concern may contact the CSB for help in
finding appropriate treatment and re-
sources.

“We are here for everybody,” said
Deeghan, who moved to Fairfax for her new
job in September. “We are the agency that
deals with the most difficult and complex
situations.”

Deeghan took the helm at the Commu-
nity Services Board in September 2014,
coming from Michigan with 33 years of ex-
perience in mental health and substance use
disorder treatment and prevention. Most re-
cently, Deeghan was the senior vice presi-
dent and chief operating officer for Genesee
Health System in Michigan for 13 years.

Deeghan re-
places George
Braunstein who
retired in 2014 af-
ter serving as ex-
ecutive director
since 2008.

“I’m learning the
Fairfax way, the
Virginia way.
There is so much
wealth here, but

there are two Fairfaxes,” said Deeghan of
her new home. “There is the wealth and
the resources and the tremendous support
from the Board of Supervisors. But there’s
another Fairfax, where people are very vul-
nerable, people who cannot find jobs,
people who can’t access services.”

CSB’S NEW MERRIFIELD CENTER
opened late last month at 8221 Willow Oaks
Corporate Drive, and offers an integrated
system of care, allowing people who are re-
ceiving services for mental health issues,
substance abuse to receive other medical
care at the same time.

“It’s state of the art,” Deeghan said. “It’s
the best example that I know of of an op-
portunity to bring integrated-care services
to people.”

Primary health care, pharmacy, dental
clinic are available at the same location, as
well as emergency services, entry and re-
ferral services, and more.

As one example, having a pharmacy
onsite so patients are certain to receive their

medications as soon as they are pre-
scribed is a major advantage.

“It’s exciting to me to see this sys-
tem and all the creative community-
based services in place,” said Deeghan.
“We’re seeing much less need for high-
end or restrictive services, such as hos-
pitalization or residential placement,
because we are getting so good at pro-
viding community-based services.”

Providing inte-
grated services is
a national move-
ment, Deeghan
said. She cited a
study a few years
ago that showed
that people with
serious mental
health issues of-
ten die 25 years
or more earlier than others from treat-
able illnesses, because they didn’t have
access to health care.

Of the people served at the CSB last
year, only 40 percent said they had a
primary health care provider.

One in every five people live with a
mental health problem, according to
CSB documents. Two-thirds go with-
out treatment. “Mental illness and
substance abuse disorders impact ev-
ery single layer of economics,” said
Belinda Buescher, of the CSB.

What Is the CSB?
The Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services

Board is the public agency that provides services
for people who have mental illness, substance use
disorders, and/or intellectual disability. The CSB
also provides crisis intervention and suicide pre-
vention services.

The Community Services Board serves three
major populations: people with mental illness,
people with substance abuse disorder, and people
with intellectual disability and/or developmental
disability. http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb/

Who To Call for Help
In emergency situations (24/7)
❖ CSB Emergency Services, 703-573-5679, TTY 711
❖ Fairfax Detoxification Center, 703-502-7000, TTY

703-322-9080
❖ CrisisLink suicide hotline, 703-527-4077
❖ CrisisLink suicide text hotline, 703-940-0888
❖ Call 911 for a life-threatening emergency
During business hours:
❖ CSB Entry & Referral Services, 703-383-8500,

TTY 711
❖ Infant & Toddler Connection, 703-246-7121, TTY

703-324-4495
For basic needs: food, housing, medical care, etc.,

703-222-0880, TTY 711
Staff at all of the numbers listed above can take

calls in English and Spanish and can access
other languages when needed.

Community Services Board provides emergency services,
prevention and treatment.

Combining Health and Mental Health

Fairfax County Community Services’ Board opened its new facility in
Merrifield.

Tisha Deeghan, a Fairfax resident,
became executive director of the
Fairfax County Community Services
Board in September 2014.

“We are here for everybody.
We are the agency that deals
with the most difficult and
complex situations.”

— CSB Executive Director Tisha Deeghan

Sign Up for Mental
Health First Aid

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb/events/mental-
health-first-aid.htm

“The human
spirit finds a
way.”

— Tracey Phillips
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Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon.
Photos are welcome.

Morgan S. Braswell (freshman, biology)
has made the scholastic honor roll fall term at
Oregon State University.

West Potomac High School has been
awarded a grant from the Virginia Department
of Education to establish a Governor’s Youth De-
velopment Academy, designed to improve
students’ college and career readiness and en-
hance their personal strengths.

The grant, which is designated for the current
school year, will support 50 students in ninth
and tenth grade who are identified based on
their grade point average and Virginia Stan-
dards of Learning (SOL) test scores.
Collaboration with community partners will
provide the support to and access needed by
these at-risk students to help them prepare for
college and careers. Among the proposed pro-
grams are additional services to teach students
about post-secondary opportunities, how to
overcome common barriers to success, and a
component that fosters civic engagement and fi-
nancial well-being.

Students identified for the program will de-

velop a personalized plan for college and career
readiness, take an SAT prep course, attend parent
and family workshops, visit college campuses and
job sites, and receive guidance from mentors who
are upperclassmen. The students will also be in-
volved in social, athletic, and cultural events.

Heather Jung, of Hollin Meadows Elementary
School, is one of 13 Fairfax County Public Schools
teachers who earned certification from the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching Standards
in 2014. Fairfax County Public Schools is ranked
21st in the nation with a total of 470 National
Board certified teachers. NBPTS certification, the
highest credential a teacher can earn, comple-
ments, and does not replace, state licensing
requirements.

Middle and high school students enrolled in
Fairfax County Public Schools have won a total of
524 awards in the Regional Scholastic Art Awards
program sponsored by the Alliance for Young Art-
ists and Writers. Winning artwork will displayed at
Northern Virginia Community College’s Ernst Com-
munity Cultural Center in Annandale from Friday,
Feb. 13 through Thursday, March 5.

From more than 2,400 entries from FCPS stu-
dents, 158 Gold Keys, 164 Silver Keys, and 202
Honorable Mentions were awarded for outstand-

ing drawings, paintings, prints, photographs, ce-
ramics, sculptures, digital art, design, architecture,
jewelry, fashion, film and animation, mixed media
artworks, and portfolios.

Gold Key award-winning entries will be submit-
ted to the national Scholastic Art Awards
competition. National awards will be announced in
April.

❖ Students from Mount Vernon High School in-
clude:

Maurice Aziz, Silver Key in drawing and illus-
tration for “Sit Back and Think.”

Fatemah Bahabib, Silver Key in comic art for
“The Queen’s Dress.”

Virginia Boehm, Honorable Mention in pho-
tography for “Emanate.”

Sarah Donnelly, Silver Key in ceramics and
glass for “Worship.”

Noah Faaborg, Honorable Mention in mixed
media for “Origa-Me.”

Giavonna Galvan, Honorable Mention in
painting for “This Is A Man’s World.”

Hailey Galyon, Honorable Mention in draw-
ing and Illustration for “See For What It Is.”

Ivan Garcia, Silver Key in digital art for
“Baggir,Ó Gold Key for “Charles Von Bittner” and
Gold Key for “Distorted Reality.”

Kate LaVallee, Silver Key in photography for
“Boots.”

Sarah White, Honorable Mention in pho-
tography for “Can You knot?” and Gold Key for
“The Hand.”

Kenya Williams, Gold Key in mixed media
for “Read All About It.”

❖ Students from West Potomac High School
include:

Kylie Bostick, Gold Key in ceramics and
glass for “Flow.”

Samantha Bradford, Honorable Mention
in photography for “Actions Speak Louder tha.”

Colleen Durant, Honorable Mention in
drawing and illustration for “Glass Forest.”

Eve Hauptle, Silver Key in photography for
“Antimatter” and “Chasm;” Honorable Men-
tion for “Coast Line,” “Pier 17,” and
“Submerged.” Silver Key in photo portfolio for
“Dark Matter.”

Corrinne James, Gold Key in design for
“Butterflyebrows” and Silver Key for “The Eye-
brow Waxer.”

Emily Madden, Silver Key in photography
for “Lost.”

Alberto Reynoso, Honorable Mention in
drawing and illustration for “Split Into 2.”

Dwaine H. Wintz Jr. received a Bachelor
of Science degree in computer science from the
Virginia Military Institute December 19, 2014.

School Notes

Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

W
est Potomac senior Joshua
Carter wasted no time es-
tablishing physical domi-
nance in the 160-pound fi-

nal of the 6A North region wrestling tour-
nament on Feb. 14 at Centreville High
School.

Carter picked up Osbourn Park’s Shane
Curtis and tossed him to the mat on mul-
tiple occasions, scoring takedown after
takedown en route to a 10-2 victory.

“I knew I had to come out hard; he’s a
good wrestler,” said Carter, who played run-

ning back in the fall for the West Potomac
football team. “… [I] came in hard, trying
to get all the takedowns I can.”

Carter was one of three Wolverines to
qualify for the state tournament.

Jeremiah Carter placed third in the 126-
pound bracket, earning a trip to states.
He defeated McLean’s Eric Johnston, 6-5,
in the third-place match. John Holzworth
will also compete at states after finishing
fourth at regionals in the 220-pound
bracket. Holzworth lost to Osbourn Park’s
Spencer Hayes in the third-place match,
7-4.

T.C. Williams’ Majik Blanco-Nethery quali-
fied for states by finishing third at 113
pounds.

Other individual winners include:
Patriot’s Killian Cardinale (106),
Centreville’s Victor Echeverria (113) and
Tyler Love (195), Battlefield’s River Curtis
(120), Lake Braddock’s Ryan Haskett (126),
Westfield’s Justin Yorkdale (132), Ryan

Yorkdale (138) and Austin Knies (285),
Robinson’s Austin Riggs (145) and Cole
DePasquale (182), McLean’s Conor
Grammes (152) and Mack McCune (170)
and Annandale’s Tony Gibbs (220).

Battlefield won the
team title with a score of
188.5, followed by
Osbourn Park (142.5),
Robinson (141) and
Westfield (134.5).

West Potomac finished
12th (62) and T.C. Will-
iams was 20th (22).

A reporter interested in
the performance of Centreville’s Love dur-
ing the 195-pound championship match de-
cided to first interview West Potomac’s
Joshua Carter before turning his attention
to Love.

Too late.
Love, the defending 195-pound state

champion, pinned Yorktown’s Jason Kappel

in 31 seconds to win a second straight re-
gion title in his home gym.

“He stopped the first move I tried to do,”
Love said. “We got back on our feet, he took
a shot and it was almost just instinct. I just

kind of tossed him right to
his back and then
squeezed real tight and
hoped for the best.”

The win was part of a
dominant performance
for Love, who earned
Most Outstanding Wres-
tler for the tournament
and was recognized for

pinning three opponents in a combined 2
minutes, 6 seconds.

“It’s an awesome win because it’s at
Centreville — the home turf,” Love said,
“but … it’s just a stepping stone to the state
tournament.”

The state tournament is scheduled for
Feb. 20-21 at Robinson Secondary School.

Jeremiah Carter,
Holzworth qualify
for states.

WP Wrestler Joshua Carter Wins 160-Pound Region Title

Joshua Carter was one of three West Potomac wrestlers to advance to
the state meet.

West Potomac wrestler Joshua Carter won the 160-pound region title at
the 6A North region tournament on Feb. 14 at Centerville High School.
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“[I] came in hard,
trying to get all the
takedowns I can.”

— West Potomac wrestler
Joshua Carter
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

F
ourth grade student Eli
West crafted a poem this
month that was modeled
after Martin Luther King,

Jr.’s famous, “I Have a Dream”
speech. As part of February’s
month-long celebration of the his-
tory and culture of African-Ameri-
cans, fourth grade students at
Norwood School in Bethesda, Md.,
wrote and delivered poems remi-
niscent of the speech that the fa-
mous civil right leader delivered
in 1963. The students also deliv-
ered their verses before Norwood’s
lower school community.

“I learned more about Martin
Luther King, Jr. I learned that he
was a very spiritual man,” said
West.

The exercise was part of a
broader lesson in honor of Black
History Month, a time when stu-
dents learn about the history of
African-Americans as that history
is incorporated in to the overall
curriculum of many schools. From
concerts to school projects, there are
opportunities to join the month-long
celebration.

“Black History Month is a time to
honor the accomplishments of the
African-American men and women
who have made contributions to the
world in spite of the injustice they
faced,” said Sandi Hannibal, Director
of Multicultural and Ethical Educa-
tion at Norwood School in Bethesda,
Maryland. “One might ask why it is
necessary to highlight these accom-
plishments in 2015. After all, we have
lived through the Civil Rights Era and
the Civil Rights Act was passed in 1964. We
have a black president. We have made so
much progress. All of this is true, but in
some schools the contributions and accom-

plishments of African-Americans are not
woven into the overall curriculum, so it is
important that Black History Month pro-
vides an opportunity to learn about promi-

nent African-Americans in a very in-
tentional manner.”

Some educators are encouraging
students to take time to ponder the
history of African-Americans. “It’s
more than just the Jim Crow Laws.
There’re a whole host of things that
African-Americans have done,” said
Lisa Styles, school counselor at Ar-
lington Public School’s Career Cen-
ter in Arlington.

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School,
in Alexandria, will host a Middle
School Student Diversity Conference
on Friday, Feb. 20.

“Students at the middle school age are
trying to learn who they are. We want to
expose kids to the ideas of identity, inclu-
sive behavior, and respect, and to let them

know that what they feel matters,”
said KiKi Davis, St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes School director of
multicultural education, diversity,
and equity initiatives. “We want to
give them tools to become leaders
in their own schools, and it starts
with being able to talk about di-
versity and social justice issues at
their developmental level. What it
looks like to them, in their lives,
at this age.”

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in
Potomac, Md., hosted a regional
diversity conference earlier this
month called “Diversity in the
DMV” Conference. More than 200

representatives from independent schools
in the District of Columbia, Maryland and
Virginia explored some of the tools needed
for cross-cultural understanding.

Among the observances in Fairfax County
Virginia, George Mason University Potomac
Arts Academy and George Mason Univer-
sity School of Music will present a Black
History Month celebration concert on Sat-
urday, Feb. 21, called, “The Dream Lives
On.”

The Mason Wind Symphony and Vocal
Studies Students, Mason Spiritual Ensemble
will join local church choirs and elemen-
tary school choirs in a performance of gos-
pel, spirituals, jazz and original composi-
tions. The concert is designed to honor the
legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. and other
African-American leaders.

Local students learn about the history and accomplishments of African-Americans.

Black History Month Celebrations
Black History
Month Celebration
Concert

Saturday, Feb. 21, 11a.m. at the
GMU Center for the Arts, Fairfax. $5
for children, students and seniors; $10
for adults. For tickets, call 888-945-
2468 or visit http://cfa.gmu.edu/
calendar/1830/. For program
questions, call 703-993-9889

Photo courtesy of Norwood School

Students at Norwood School in Bethesda wrote poems modeled after Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech and recited them at a school assembly.

“Black History Month is a time
to honor the accomplishments of
the African-American men and
women who have made
contributions to the world in
spite of the injustice they faced.”
— Sandi Hannibal, Director of Multicultural and

Ethical Education, Norwood School

Full-time assistant editor to help with all
aspects of producing award-winning weekly
newspapers, including daily web and social
media updates.

Must be a prolific, efficient, accurate
writer/rewriter with good basic knowledge
of AP style and clean copy. Self-starter with
excellent time management skills who can
to work independently and collaboratively
with strong organizational skills, high
productivity, attention to detail. Exciting
opportunity to learn from excellent editors.

Essential Responsibilities:
Generating local content daily for print

and online, including calendar & entertain-
ment listings, news briefs, crime reports,
business briefs, school and education notes,
faith notes, photo galleries, etc.

Monitor never-ending email, prioritize,
download, edit, compile, post.

Community engagement, communica-

tion with readers and sources. Continuously
seeking new sources of local information.

Copy editing, fact checking, familiarity
with AP Style.

Design and paginate weekly entertain-
ment, calendar and notes pages for multi-
ple papers.

Update websites daily, post to social
media.

Stay on top of local breaking news, work
with editor and reporters to update.

Help transition to digital first workflow.
Salary approximately $30K, health insur-

ance, paid vacation. Office is 2 blocks from
King Street Metro station. Free parking.

Send letter, resume, three clips or exam-
ples of work to resumes@connection
newspapers.com

Assistant Editor



18  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  February 19-25, 2015 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICEHAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Administrative Assistant 
position immediately available for SAG 

Corporation, conveniently located in 
Annandale, Va.  The position offers a 

competitive salary, ample free parking and 
flexible hours (20 to 25 hours a week). 

The position involves clerical work, book-
keeping, and office management, as well 
as greeting customers and answering the 

phones.  U.S. citizenship is required. Good 
communication, organizational and office 

skills are essential. Familiarity with 
QuickBooks, website maintenance, 

government contracts, accounting and 
human resources is preferred, but not 

required.

Please send resume and cover letter to 
kbova@sagcorp.com

Or to: Ms. Kathleen Bova, SAG 
Corporation, 4115 Annandale Rd, Suite 

200, Annandale, VA 22003

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Editorial Assistant/Assistant Editor
Full-time assistant editor to help with all
aspects of producing award-winning weekly
newspapers, including daily web and social
media updates.
Must be a prolific, efficient, accurate
writer/rewriter with good basic knowledge
of AP style and clean copy. Self-starter with
excellent time management skills who can to
work independently and collaboratively with
strong organizational skills, high productivity,
attention to detail.  Exciting opportunity to
learn from excellent editors.
Essential Responsibilities:
Generating local content daily for print and
online, including calendar & entertainment
listings, news briefs, crime reports, business
briefs, school and education notes, faith notes,
photo galleries, etc.
Monitor never-ending email, prioritize,
download, edit, compile, post.
Community engagement, communication
with readers and sources. Continuously
seeking new sources of local information.
Copy editing, fact checking, familiarity with
AP Style.
Design and paginate weekly entertainment,
calendar and notes pages for multiple papers.
Update websites daily, post to social media.
Stay on top of local breaking news, work with
editor and reporters to update.
Help transition to digital first workflow.
Salary approximately $30K, health insurance,
paid vacation. Office is 2 blocks from King
Street Metro station. Free parking.
Send letter, resume, three clips or examples of
work to resumes@connectionnewspapers.comEducational Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

The reward 
of a thing 

well done, is 
to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo
Emerson
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Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, February 21, 2015, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described 
items.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 5-602 (Coor-
dinated Development Districts created, consistency with mas-
ter plan, required approvals) and Section 5-612 (Beauregard 
Urban Design Advisory Committee) both of Section 5-600 
(CDD/Coordinated Development District) of Article V (Mixed 
Use Zones) of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, in ac-
cordance with the text amendment heretofore approved by city 
council as Text Amendment No. 2014-0008 on January 24, 
2015 (Goodwin House).

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Text Amendment No. 2014-0008 to add CDD #23 as a new 
CSS and to expand the scope of the Beauregard Urban Design 
Advisory Committee to include CDD #23 and other redevelop-
ment sites with the Beauregard Small Area Plan.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sheet No. 011.03 of 
the “Official Zoning Map, Alexandria, Virginia,” adopted by Sec-
tion 1-300 (OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND DISTRICT BOUN-
DARIES), of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, by re-
zoning the property at 4800 Fillmore Avenue from RC/High 
Density Apartment Zone and RA/Multifamily Zone to CDD 
#23/Coordinated Development District #23 in accordance with 
the said zoning map amendment heretofore approved by city 
council on January 24, 2015 as Rezoning No. 2014-0007 
(Goodwin House).

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Rezoning No. 2014-0007 to rezone the property at 4800 Fill-
more Avenue from RC/High Density Apartment Zone and 
RA/Multifamily Zone to CDD #23/Coordinated Development 
District #23 for the Goodwin House.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain the Master Plan of 
the City of Alexandria, Virginia, by adopting and incorporating 
therein the amendment heretofore approved by city council on 
January 24, 2015 to the Land Use Map and the Height Map in 
the Alexandria West Small Area Plan chapter of such master 
plan as Master Plan Amendment No. 2014-0008 and no other 
amendments, and to repeal all provisions of the said master 
plan as may be inconsistent with such amendment (The Fill-
more).

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Master Plan Amendment No. 2014-0008 to amend the Land 
Use Map and the Height Map in the Alexandria West Small 
Area Plan Chapter of the Master Plan approved by the City 
Council on January 24, 2015.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sheet No. 010.02 
and 011.01 of the “Official Zoning Map, Alexandria, Virginia,” 
adopted by Section 1-300 (OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND DIS-
TRICT BOUNDARIES), of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordi-
nance, by rezoning the property at 5000 and 5001 Echols Ave-
nue from R-12/Single Family Zone to CRMU-M/Commercial 
Residential Mixed Use (Medium) in accordance with the said 
zoning map amendment heretofore approved by city council on 
January 24, 2015 as Rezoning No. 2014-0008 (The Fillmore).

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Rezoning No. 2014-0008 to rezone property at 5000 and 5001 
Echols Avenue from R-12/Single Family Zone to CRMU-
M/Commercial Residential Mixed Use (Medium) for the project 
called The Fillmore.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sections 8-1-130 
through 8-1-140 of Article H, (REGISTRATION OF VACANT 
BUILDINGS), of Chapter 1 (BUILDING CODE), of Title 8 
(BUILDING CODE REGULATIONS) of the Code of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.

The changes to this ordinance primarily reflect changes that 
were made to Va. Code section 15-2-1127 to bring the local or-
dinance into compliance with the amended state statute.  It al-
so reflects the City’s ongoing effort to update and modernize 
the City Code while eliminating redundant, unnecessary, and 
outdated local ordinances.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 5-500 (W-
1/Waterfront Mixed Use Zone) of Article V (Mixed Use Zones) 
of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance to add section 5-
502.1 (Administrative Special Use Permits) to allow Valet Park-
ing as an administrative special use in such zone, in accord-
ance with the text amendment heretofore approved by city 
council on December 13, 2014 as Text Amendment No. 2014-
0007.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Text Amendment No. 2014-0007 to allow valet parking as an 
administrative use to the W-1/Waterfront Mixed Use Zone as 
approved by the City Council on December 13, 2014.

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDI-
TIONS MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDI-
NANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE 
CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL.  JACKIE M. HENDERSON, 
MMC, CITY CLERK

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 15-02-01

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools would like toissue the following correction to this previ-
ously advertised Request for Proposal.
ACPS is seeking competitive proposals from qualified Offerors 
to provide Environmental Services.
The proposal opening date has been changed to on or before 
3:00 pm, February 19, 2015.
Chris Guy
Procurement Manager

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:
Title: Request for Proposals No. 00000514, Sanitary Collector 
Sewer Hydraulic Modeling
Closing Date and Time: March 16, 2015, 4:00 p.m., prevailing 
local time.
The City will hold a Non-Mandatory pre-proposal conference. 
Date, time and location:
February 24, 2015, 10:00 AM prevailing local time
100 N. Pitt Street Suite 301, Purchasing Conference Room
Alexandria, VA 22314
For general inquiries contact Cynthia Davis, Contract Specialist 
at 703.746.3921.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Now hiring cooks, servers, 
host staff, food runners, and 

bussers to work at The Pub, our 
first-ever full-service restaurant in VA at 
our NEW Alexandria Wegmans location! 

Apply Today!  Wegmans.com/careers”

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Boykin Alan Glover, 87

On Saturday, February 14, 2015, peacefully passed away in 
Annandale, VA. He is survived by his loving wife of 59 years, 
Barbara Glover; daughters Karen Skidmore, Allison Brochu, 
and Tracy (Robert) MacArthur; grand-daughters Charlotte and 
Katherine Brochu; and brother Brittle (Shirley) Glover. He is 
preceded in death by 4 of his 6 siblings. Services will be held 
privately at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date. In lieu 
of flowers memorial donations may be made in Boykin’s name 
to SOLA, the Symphony Orchestra League of Alexandria. Ad-
ditional information can be found at www.everlywheatley.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PRIVATE SWORD
COLLECTION FOR SALE
Antique swords from the United 

States and United Kingdom. 
Call 703-371-1765

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Las Veguitas, Inc trading as 
Dollar Plus & Market, 2253 
Huntington Avenue, Alexan-
dria, VA 22303. The above es-
tablishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL(ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer off Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Martha Santos, 
President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

Objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for STERLING, 

MEN'S WATCHES, 
JEWELRY, COSTUME 

JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday by appointment only.

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

Great
Savings

Great
Security

Great
Service

Sales Hours: Mon – Fri: 9am – 9pm | Sat: 9am – 6pm | Sun: 12pm – 5pm 703-684-0700

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. $1,250 Cash Back from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. available on new 2015 Prius.
Customers can receive cash back from Toyota or can apply to down payment. Excludes plug-in models. See dealer for
details. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The
new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for
plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius
plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase.
Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/2/2015.

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. 0.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial
Services. Total financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.05 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k
miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See par-
ticipating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include
parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date
of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/2/2015.

*Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the Continental U.S. and Alaska.
**Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids. Valid only in the Continental United States and Alaska. 1-800-444-4195.

ToyotaCare
No Cost Service & Roadside

Peace of mind with every new vehicle.
Receive a no-cost maintenance plan*

and roadside assistance** with the purchase
or lease of every new Toyota. For two years or 25,000 miles,

whichever comes first, you and your new Toyota will be covered.

Finance a New 2015
Corolla LE Auto at 0.9%

APR for 60 months.
New 2015 Prius Liftback

$1,250 Cash Back

2/28/15 2/28/15 2/28/15

2/28/152/28/152/28/15

28 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR


