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Pet Gazette
Opie relaxes in Torpedo Factory Studio #16 after a walk on the City Dock. More pet
photos, pages 4-5.
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By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

A
fter seven hours of debate
in Alexandria’s City Coun
cil meeting, the room was

still deeply divided between those
in favor of rezoning a property on
King Street to create a memory
care facility and neighbors to the
property entrenched against it.
Snow piled up outside City Hall at
the Feb. 21 public hearing as the
discussion ran from breakfast, over
lunch, and straight on through
dinner. Ultimately, after more than
one council member expressed
hopes that the weather would al-
low them to delay a decision, the
council voted in favor of the re-
zoning.

The plan for the facility involved
a special use permit to rezone the
property from its current R-8
single family residential to a RB
zone with certain limitations,
called proffers, which among other
restrictions limit the property’s
usage to a memory care facility.

The memory care facility would be
buit on the empty lot between the
current Woodbine Rehabilitation
and Healthcare Center on King
Street and the neighboring Ivy Hill
Cemetery. Immediately across
King Street is the Taylor Run
neighborhood, which is where the

By Vernon Miles
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A
s Alexandria’s nonprofits
prepare for the March 3
release of the County

Manager’s proposed budget,

things are going a little differently
this year. While in the past
Alexandria’s non-profits have lob-
bied separately for their share of
the City Council funding, this year
the major non-profit organizations

Pet Gazette
Page 4

Of Two Minds
Zoning amendment for memory
care center draws crowd of
supporters and opponents.

The parcel of land in
question.
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Collaboration
Over Competition
Alexandria non-profit organizations
unite for city budgeting.
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Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren
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By Jeanne Theismann
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T
was the night
before Christ-
mas, literally,
when a man

walked into the Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria office and
handed an envelope to then-
executive director Janet
Barnett. The year was 2007 and the man
was Ron Bradley.

“Ron asked how he could help the seniors
of Alexandria,” Barnett said. “When I ex-
plained that the city did not provide meals
to seniors on holidays, Ron stepped in with
$10,000 to fund a holiday meals program.
But he had a condition — that they could
not be ordinary meals. He wanted our se-
niors to enjoy a festive meal just like we do
at home.”

The Holiday Meals on Wheels program
continues today and on Feb 28, Bradley will
become the first recipient of the Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria Philanthropist Award at
the annual SSA Generation to Generation
Gala. The event will also honor June
Geoffray and her son Christopher
Campagna and John and Bea Taylor and
their daughters Karen Taylor Chandler and
Rhonda Taylor.

“This year’s Generation to Generation
honorees represent what is best in Alexan-
dria,” said SSA executive director Mary Lee
Anderson. “Both families have very deep
roots in our community and each genera-
tion has built on the legacy of their parents
and grandparents through dedication to
improving the lives of others and making
our city a better place to live for everyone.”

Bradley, through the Ronald M. Bradley
Foundation, continues to fully fund the SSA
holiday meals program.

“The first recipient of the SSA Philanthro-
pist award, Ronald M. Bradley, exemplifies
the spirit of selfless giving,” Anderson said.
“The Holiday Meals on Wheels program is
a result of his vision and personal commit-
ment to make sure that our seniors are not
forgotten on days of community celebra-
tion. They can count on a special meal, the

smiling face of a volunteer and the
knowledge that one person can
make a real difference in so many
lives.”

THE CAMPAGNA name is synony-
mous with service in the city of Al-
exandria, but that service extends
beyond the walls of the building on
S. Washington Street that bears the
family name.

June Geoffray is a fifth-generation
Alexandrian who started volunteering at the
age of 10. In the 1960s, she was heavily
involved with several local organizations
including the Alexandria Community Y and
served with Alexandria’s first Head Start
Program. From there, Geoffray volunteered
to establish Interim House, as well as as-
sisting the city’s Christmas for Children in
Foster Care. In the 1980s, she was a board
member of both the Northern Virginia AIDS
Ministry and the Alexandria Boys & Girls
Club of Greater Washington.

Alexandria’s Meals on Wheels program,
Campagna can be counted on to deliver
meals in his four-wheel-drive vehicle when-
ever there is a snowstorm. He is also a per-
sonal and corporate supporter of many lo-
cal nonprofits, including Carpenter’s Shel-
ter, the Men’s Home and the Alexandria
Seaport Foundation.

JOHN TAYLOR’S family dates back five
generations in Alexandria and Bea Taylor’s
dates back three. They met in high school
and celebrated their 60th wedding anniver-
sary this year. For decades, giving back has
always been an anchor in both their fami-
lies — a value that they passed on to their
two daughters, Karen Taylor Chandler and
Rhonda Taylor.

Much of the Taylor families’ involvement
in giving back includes the areas of com-
munity, church and school service. John
Taylor has worked extensively with Alex-
andria Elks Lodge #48, including serving
as its Exalted Ruler.

Bea, Karen and Rhonda Taylor’s service
includes multiple projects with the Roberts
Memorial United Methodist Church and
Elks Club Israel Temple #138, including
coordinating a “Baby Shower” that includes
baby items for teenage mothers and over-
seeing the Elks’ annual pre-Thanksgiving
dinner to which all seniors in the city are
invited. In addition, Bea Taylor has played
an active role in the Beautification Program
of the City of Alexandria, worked at the polls
during elections and held many PTA offices.
For over 11 years, Bea Taylor was a dedi-

cated worker at Senior Services.

BRADLEY is co-founder and
former CEO and President of
Bradson Corporation, a profes-
sional services company providing
accounting, financial and business
management services to federal
government organizations. From
1983 through Sept. 30, 2006, Bra-
dley directed the growth of Bradson
from its first contract award in 1983
to provide financial and program
management support to the MK 46

SSA to honor generations of giving.All in the Family
’

Ron Bradley

John and Bea Taylor, right, with daugh-
ters Karen Taylor Chandler and Rhonda
Taylor.

Christopher Campagna and June
Geoffrey

Christopher Campagna’s volunteer work
was inspired by his mother as well as his
grandmother, Elizabeth Ann Campagna,
whose dedication to social work led to the
Campagna Center being named in her
memory.

Campagna’s commitment to the Alexan-
dria community is evident in his many years
of dedication to the activities of the
Campagna Center, where he serves on the
board of directors. He is also involved with
St. Paul’s Lazarus Ministry and has served
as a board member and chair of St.
Anthony’s School Scholarship Fund. A long-
time volunteer with Senior Services of

By Vernon Miles
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F
or many children, “astronaut” is one
of the quickest answers when asked
what they want to be when they

grow up. A visit to Jefferson-Houston School
on Feb. 13 from NASA Administrator
Charles Bolden aimed to encourage those
students to hold onto that answer. Bolden
and other NASA leadership spoke to adults
on how to cultivate an interest in math and
science, and showed how by fielding ques-
tions from Jefferson-Houston students on
life in space.

“The big thing is to expose them to the
available opportunities,” said Bolden to

parents. “Kids know the name, but they
don’t know we’re so spread around the
country. We try to show them those oppor-
tunities.”

For Donald James, NASA’s associate ad-
ministrator for education, that job is a lot
easier for NASA than it is for many school
teachers. “All it takes is for NASA to show
up,” said James. “We have great brand rec-
ognition. When astronauts show up, that
gets kids inspired. Hands-on education
helps them understand what it means to be
an engineer. It gets them asking the right
questions: What does space feel like? Is
there life out there?”

Bolden told the students in the packed

Jefferson-Houston students get a taste for science from NASA.Interstellar

NASA Administrator Charles Bolden aiming to inspire Jefferson-Hous-
ton students.
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Torpedo Program at the Naval Underwater
Systems Center in Newport, R.I., to numer-
ous long-term contracts with the Depart-
ment of Defense, Department of Homeland
Security and other federal government or-
ganizations. On Oct. 1, 2006, Bradley sold
Bradsob Corporation to a public company
trading on the NASDAQ.

While Bradley has resided in Alexandria
for over 16 years, he hails from the town of
Dundee, Mich. (pop. 2,500), where his
mother still resides. He attended Michigan
State University with the help of a four-year
ROTC scholarship and graduated with a B.S.
degree. He then served as a commissioned
officer in the U.S. Army for six years. While
in the service, he pursued and received an
M.B.A. from Mount Saint Mary’s College.

Currently, Bradley manages a private in-
vestment portfolio and is the President of
the Ronald M. Bradley Foundation, Inc., a
private foundation focused on supporting
various charitable and educational activi-
ties. In addition to the SSA Holiday Meals
program, Bradley and his wife Danielle sup-
port a number of nonprofit organizations,
including Foundation Fighting Blindness,
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, National
Sporting Library and Museum, Great
Meadow Foundation and the Blue Ridge
Wildlife Center.

The Senior Services Generation to Gen-
eration Gala will be held Feb. 28 from 6-11
p.m. at the Hilton Mark Center. The evening
will feature a silent auction and entertain-
ment by Bruthers Plus One. For tickets or
more information, call 703-836-4414 or
visit www.seniorservicesalex.org.
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Awesome small group hiking and play adventures in fresh air & open spaces
for puppies to seniors. Please call for complimentary consultation.

Pet Gazette

Picco, who
lives at Canal

Place with
Renee and

Andy DiPilato,
brings back a

souvenir from
his daily walk.

Percy has had
enough of
winter. He
can’t wait for
the birds to
return this
spring.

— Clare

Williams

Max Rotermund and Susan D.
Dawson, long time residents of Al-
exandria, are putting the citizens
of Alexandria on notice:

Apparently, unbeknownst to
Max and Susan, certain articles of
clothing, namely gloves, worn es-
pecially during the cold winter
season, contain real fur. The smell
of this fur, unfortunately, is irre-
sistible to certain feline residents
of Alexandria. Max and Susan
have found out the hard way that
any glove containing this smell is

Beware of Glove Thieves
subject to feline theft, especially
in the paws of cats Esne and Cinco.

Just because gloves are put in
usual places, like table tops,
purses, and closets, does not keep
these very clever thieves from
stalking and killing them.

This may be a contagious con-
dition, and other feline residents
of Alexandria may “catch” this ill-
ness of glove thievery. Please be
on the lookout for possible articles
that may be subject to this heinous
act and the perpetrators thereof.

Photo from Charles E. (Mickey) Simpson Jr.

This Australian terrier demonstrates
behaviors equal to a Westminster show
dog. He has perfect pearly white teeth,
walks or jumps on a leash, keeps pace
with his handler, does 360-degree body
wheelies before each meal, and smiles on
command. He is a real gentleman and
loves to kiss all women he meets. He was
originally given up for adoption due to a
diagnosis of diabetes. As a result of the
diabetes he has limited vision. He also
developed a knee injury not uncommon to
his breed, similar to a football injury. A
great rescue organization called “Forever
Homes” placed him in a loving foster
home with four other dogs. A gas explo-
sion set the entire home on fire, Mickey,
another dog, and his foster mom, Terre,
made it out alive. While the foster mom
struggled to put her life back in order, a
couple from Alexandria came, took one
look, and it was forever love. His new
family spoils him with spa trips and
treats, but Mick-Mick really just enjoys
simple car rides. By the way, his new mom
and dad’s names are Terrie and Mickey.

KD Soriano, age 10, and English Chocolate
Labrador Sir Dexter, at Fire Station 209,
Alexandria.

— Mariah Soriano

Photo taken by his godmother, Tina Jones

Cobi Boggs-Roys
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Photo Contributed

Dougie, a rescue puppy, prepared for the
“Puppy Bowl” at the Frolick Dogs Canine
Sports Club in Alexandria this past Janu-
ary. The tunnel helps promotes concentra-
tion during play.

Photo by Linda Wolf

Samantha and her mother Sabrina wait on
the field for their next command. Both
poodles are Champion Ascot dogs.

Annie is with her “doggie
daddy,” Dennis White,
taken along the Delaware
coast when we camped
near Cape Henlopen State
Park. Annie passed away
last October. We miss her
tremendously, but are so
grateful for the many fun
times we shared with her.
She was always up for a
ride in the car and an
adventure.

— Georgann Meadows

We adopted Annie when she was nine and were blessed
with her company, love and exuberance for four years.
She was smart, affectionate, goofy, protective and silly.
Above, taken in Annapolis, is of Annie, myself and my
other rescued dog, Nora (left to right).

— Georgann Meadows
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By Shirley Ruhe
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L
eisha Heyde flashed a rainbow of jackets as
she prepared to start her first dog walk of the
day in 14-degree weather. “This green jacket

is my seventh layer — I call myself the seven-layer
dip. This is my husband’s jacket because all of these
layers won’t fit under mine.” It is 10:30 a.m. and she
heads to the car with her wad of keys after checking
the folder that has a detailed profile of each dog on
today’s schedule.

This is her first of 10 dog walks on Thursday. “I
start with Lono, a honey-colored, frisky Labradoodle
who moved here from Hawaii over a year ago. His

owners are a married couple — a mili-
tary doctor and lawyer so I walk Lono
five days a week. Wait until you see
him. He is very excitable and a jumper
— he is so glad to see me.” She said
the schedule can vary. “I walk one dog

just on Wednesday for a woman who works very late
once a week.”

Heyde says she started dog walking for
DoggyWalker.com on Pendleton Street in Alexandria
over two years ago. Her 19-year old daughter has
also worked there part-time. DoggyWalker.com spe-
cializes in mid-day dogwalking since many of the
owners work 10-12 hour days. They also take care
of some cats.

Dean DeGood of DoggyWalker.com guesses about
two-thirds of the clients work for the Federal gov-
ernment. He employs 40 dogwalkers on a regular
basis. DeGood said he started as a client and then
bought the business with his wife, Amy, in 2004 as a
way to leave the corporate world.

Heyde says after getting a degree in elementary
education and getting married, she had been home
raising children and dabbling in things like catering,
home chef services and elderly home care before
moving to dog walking. But, she continued, “we don’t
have a dog at home, and I needed a dog. And when
is the last time that a bunch of people ran over and
jumped up to say hello and licked your face because
they were so glad to see you?”

Heyde unlocks the door and looks around. “Oh
there you are.” Lono runs over wagging his tail and
sniffing around Heyde’s purple Asics. He looks up at
her face as he waits for his leash. “Lono is a happy
dog and a nice walker; you can tell he has been
trained well by the owners. But he can get overly

excited around other dogs.”
They head out the door and the screen bangs be-

hind them. Lono is a fast walker. As they speed by a
corner townhouse, Heyde said, “His friend Henry
lives there,” but he’s not out today. Heyde explains
she tries to teach all of her dogs about ice. “When I
say the word, they slow down.” Lono has rounded
the corner and stops to shake his paw. “Oh you have
ice on it.” Heyde bends down to brush off the tiny
crystals with her padded gloves. “Since Lono moved
here from Hawaii, you should have seen him last
year when he encountered his first snow. He refused
to go out the door.” She says dogs are just like people.
They get cold and they shiver, and they all have dif-
ferent ways of walking.

“I had an Australian shepherd, a natural herder,
and that dog could trap a fast-moving soccer ball
better than most players I’ve seen,” she said.

They come to a corner stoplight. Lono obediently
sits and looks to her for directions. Heyde bends down
to give him a hug: “He is such a good dog.” Heyde
says dogs usually listen to the dogwalker better than
their owners because they know who they can play.
As they proceed down the sidewalk, Lono pokes
around bushes and trees, then moves on.

“He is very particular where he goes. Oh, he has
found the magic spot,” she said.

They head down the alley and back up the steps to
the door of Lono’s house. Lono scurries inside the
kitchen and looks at Heyde hopefully, waiting for his
treat.

“We always leave a note,” Heyde said. “Sometimes
a funny story; people have told me they really look
forward to reading them.” She returns to the office
with a sign on the wall: “A Dog Wags His Tail with
His Heart.”

Dog Walker in Winter
Human work schedules
create demand.

Leisha Heyde is bundled up in the 14-
degree weather to take Lono for his regu-
lar walk through Doggywalker.com.

Leisha Heyde stops to
brush off ice crystals from
the feet of Lono during
their dog walk. Lono
moved here from Hawaii
last year and is getting
used to the ice of Alexan-
dria.

Lono obediently sits at a
stoplight waiting for a
command from his
dogwalker Leisha Heyda,
and receives a hug in
return.

Lono grabs his rawhide
treat and takes it to the rug
to chew on it after complet-
ing his cold doggy walk
along Washington Street.
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People

At Work

A
fter a career that has
spanned decades, Clos
de Tart winemaker and

technical director Sylvain Pitiot
officially retired in January. In
a farewell visit to the United
States, a special dinner was
held at La Bergerie for Sylvain
Pitiot and his successor Jacques
Devauges on Thursday, Feb. 5.
Guests were treated to a verti-
cal of seven vintages of Clos de
Tart together with a five-course
dinner featuring Duck Terrine
on Ginger Bread Toast, Bur-
gundy Snails on Phyllo with
Porcini Sauce, Poached Spike
Mousse, Meurette Eggs, and
Veal Chop with Dijonnaise
sauce, Epoisses Cheese and
Café gourmand. As each flight

was served both Pitiot and
Devauges shared details of
crafting their fine wines and
discussed the nuances of each
vintage.

Founded in 1141 by the Tart
Abbey Bernardine sisters, the
Clos de Tart has only changed
hands three times. The current
proprietor, the Mommessin
family purchased the vineyard
and estate in 1932 and remains
presently the largest Grand Cru
classified property in Burgundy.
Laurent Lala, D.C. sales man-
ager for Elite Wine and a guest
at dinner said, “Even if I get to
attend many wine dinners
throughout the year, this event
has become a lifetime experi-
ence.”

Retiring winemaker
Sylvain Pitiot enjoys a
glass of champagne
before a dinner in his
honor at La Bergerie.

Jacques Devauges, newly
appointed technical
director of Clos de Tart,
samples the wine before
it is served to the guests
at dinner last Thursday.

Salute to Sylvain Pitiot
An evening with a master
winemaker from Burgundy.

Laurent
Janowsky,
owner of La
Bergerie,
consults with
guest of
honor
Sylvain Pitiot
before the
first course is
served.

A flight of
the 2011

Clos de Tart
Premier Cru.

Photos by

Louise Krafft

Gazette Packet
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P
aws ‘n Claws for Art” ex-
hibit opened on Feb. 21
at the Vola Lawson Ani-

mal Shelter, as a part of Del Ray
Artisans’ Gallery Without Walls
program, in partnership with the
Animal Welfare League of Alexan-
dria. Opening reception is Friday,
Feb. 27 from 7-9 p.m. at the ani-
mal shelter at 4101 Eisenhower
Av. As a fundraising effort, a per-
centage of each sale goes directly
to the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria and Del Ray Artisans
— both 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nizations. An added benefit is pa-
trons may immediately take pos-
session of purchased artwork at

the time of purchase.
Animal Welfare League staff will

be available to conduct tours of
shelter facilities and introduce
guests to current residents. The
Vola Lawson Shelter is open to the
public for adoptions and viewings
during the following hours: Mon-
day-Thursday 12-7 p.m., Friday
closed, Saturday and Sunday 12-
5 p.m. It is handicapped-acces-
sible. For more information, visit
TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW or
contact Gallery Without Walls cu-
rator Eileen O’Brien at
GWW@TheDelRayArtisans.org or
exhibit coordinator Linda Goetz
Mierk at Lgmierke@gmail.com.

“Pleased to Meet You” by
Cathy Messina

Paws ‘N Claws
“

“Butterfly Kisses” by
Rebecca Barnes
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Living Legends:
The 2015 Project

Living Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing
501(c)(3) photo-documentary project to identify,
honor and chronicle the people making current
history in Alexandria. The project was conceived in
2006 to create an enduring artistic record of the
people whose vision and dedication make a posi-
tive, tangible difference to the quality of life in
Alexandria.

The Legends and nominees will be introduced at
the “Meet the Legends” reception on March 19 at
the Patent & Trademark Madison Building.

This is one of a series of profiles that will appear
this year. For information, to volunteer, become a
sponsor or nominate a future Legend, visit http://
www.AlexandriaLegends.org or or contact
Info@AlexandriaLegends.com .

By Kevin Jahns

Y
ou won’t go far in Alexandria’s Del
Ray neighborhood before seeing
signs of Gayle Reuter. If it’s a rare
quiet day, you might see her on

her front porch just off “The Avenue” or at
a local restaurant or business — always with
a smile and a friendly greeting. More likely
you will see her working, always managing
to make a difference in the wonderful neigh-
borhood she helped create. If it’s one of the
many great events in Del Ray, it’s guaran-
teed that Reuter is one of the volunteers at
the helm. With a walkie talkie in hand or in
(friend, neighbor and local Realtor) Jen
Walker’s electric car, she manages volun-
teers, sets up tables and tents, hangs signs,
wrangles dignitaries, hauls trash and what-
ever else needs to be done. She’s involved
in all the advance work, one of the first to
arrive for set up and the last to leave.

Born in Montgomery, Ala. as the daugh-
ter of an Air Force officer, Reuter had the
opportunity to experience many geographic
areas. After living in Montgomery, Chicago
and Paris to name a few, her father eventu-
ally ended up stationed at Andrew’s Air
Force base in Prince George’s County, Md.
where she received most of her schooling.
With the exception of Kirksville, Mo. where
she earned a B.S. in law enforcement at
Truman State University, Reuter has been
living in the Washington, D.C. area ever
since.

Block Party became today’s Art on the Av-
enue — a regional, multicultural arts and
music festival attracting over 50,000 people
to Del Ray each year. Now in its 20th year,
Reuter is still a huge part of the event, one
of the principal organizers, recruiting spon-
sors and volunteers and helping manage the
event from start to finish. Only a few years
after Art on the Avenue began, a neighbor
suggested a children’s Halloween parade,
Reuter asked what he had in mind and im-
mediately started to plan the event. Since
its inception in 1997, Reuter has been the
chairperson or co-chairperson for every Del
Ray Halloween Parade. A neighborhood
favorite for children and adults alike, the
annual event draws over 10,000 people
from all over the area.

Reuter has served on the board of the Del
Ray Business Association (DRBA — for-
merly Potomac West Business Alliance)
since 1991, chairing their events commit-
tee. Under her leadership the DRBA pro-
duces numerous events each year includ-
ing the Taste of Del Ray (highlighting local
restaurants and benefitting a different char-
ity each year) and the Turkey Trot (five-mile
run on Thanksgiving morning with over
5000 participants). She is also instrumen-
tal in the themed First Thursday festivals
each summer month which support local
businesses and charities. Reuter manages
to get Santa to the Del Ray Christmas tree
lighting ceremony and helps line Mount
Vernon Avenue with luminaries in honor of
Nancy Dunning, a lost friend. Through these
events she has created wonderful experi-
ences and memories for the residents and
families of Del Ray, including her own.

Living Legends

Gayle Reuter: Fostering That Small Town Feel
Helping to celebrate
Del Ray.

Gayle Reuter’s
vision and
dedication
helped create
the kind of
neighborhood
Del Ray has
become.

Reuter’s own adult daughters, remember-
ing back to its beginning, still consider Art
on the Avenue one of their favorite days and
participate with the next generation of vol-
unteers, Gayle’s granddaughter Kali.

Where there is a need, you will find
Reuter. That constant willingness to help
others is a major contributing factor to why
she is so well known throughout Del Ray
and so extremely well thought of. In 2002
when her landlord wanted to sell the house
she rented, Reuter needed to take classes
through the City of Alexandria to qualify to
purchase it. When the classes weren’t go-
ing to be done before the landlord wanted
to sell, Reuter’s friend and neighbor Jack
Taylor purchased the home so she and her
daughters could stay in it while she finished
the class and was then able to buy it from
Taylor. Shortly after she bought the house,
knowing it needed a new roof, her local
friends, neighbors and businesses collected
funds and arranged to surprise her with a
new roof. Everyone is willing to help the
woman who always finds time to help ev-
eryone else. Even today, the front porch of
that home is the epicenter of Del Ray —
the place where donations are dropped off
for the latest cause, flyers picked up for the
next event or supplies are stashed for cel-
ebrations on Mount Vernon Avenue.
Reuter’s relationships in the neighborhood
exemplify the small town atmosphere she
was looking for and helped foster in Del Ray.

Reaching even beyond Del Ray, Reuter’s
generosity seems to have no limits. She has
volunteered with Community Partners for
Children for several years, collecting and
distributing school supplies and holiday toys
to needy families and with ALIVE!, distrib-
uting food and furniture to those in need.
In the early 1990s, she served as the execu-
tive director of Christmas in April (Now
Rebuilding Alexandria) assisting
Alexandrians in need of help with the up-
keep on their homes. She has served on the
boards of the King Street Metro Enterprise
Team (KSMET), Alexandria Convention and

Visitors Association, the Del Ray Citizens
Association and Alexandria’s Therapeutic
Recreation Advisory Board.

Not venturing far from serving her com-
munity in her professional career, Reuter
worked for Alexandria City Council mem-
ber David Speck from 1991 – 1993 and U.S.
Rep. Jim Moran from 1996 to his retirement
in 2014. On Saturday mornings you’ll find
her selling produce for one of the local farm-
ers at Del Ray’s Farmer’s Market and as the
market closes each week, she loads produce
donated by the farmers into her car and
delivers it to Alexandria’s Battered Women’s
Shelter.

Beyond Reuter’s endless commitment and
contributions to the community, she does it
all with grace. No matter how many hours,
days or weeks she puts into an event, she
manages to make every volunteer feel it was
their contribution that was key to the event’s
success.

A pillar of Del Ray, Reuter’s vision and
dedication helped create the wonderful
neighborhood Del Ray has become.
Webster’s Dictionary defines a legend as a
person who is known for doing something
extremely well. Reuter does it all not only
extremely well but with kindness and a car-
ing attitude — truly making her a Living
Legend of Alexandria.

T
he Alexandria Chamber of Com-
merce announced the promotion
of Shari Simmans-Bolouri and

Maria Ciarrocchi to the offices of vice
president. Simmans-Bolouri will assume
the vice president, marketing and events
position and Ciarrocchi will become vice
president, public policy and programing.

“Maria and Shari have performed ex-
ceptionally during their tenure at the
chamber,” said chamber president and
CEO John Long. “Both have excelled in
their positions and in leading the orga-
nization in their respective fields.”

Simmans- Bolouri joined the chamber
in June of 2012 as the director of events
and communications and led the team
through a successful re-branding cam-
paign, earning an Award of Excellence
from the Association of Chamber of Com-
merce Executives.

“I am grateful for this opportunity to
continue to serve our members,” said
Simmans-Bolouri, who has a background
in events and program management. “We
have a terrific team here at the chamber
and I am proud to work alongside each
of my co-workers and board members as
we continue to make Alexandria a great

place for business.”
As the government and promotion di-

rector, Ciarrocchi has been instrumental
in refocusing the chamber’s advocacy
arm and recently led its data conversion
and new website implementation. She
has a background in national political
campaigns and fundraising, along with
event management and sponsorships.

“I’m thrilled to take on this new role
at the chamber,” said Ciarrocchi, who
joined the chamber in September of
2013. “In my opinion there is no better
job than working to promote and
strengthen the businesses that make up
the fabric of our amazing city.”

— Jeanne Theismann

Chamber Promotes from Within

Shari Simmans-
Bolouri

Maria
Ciarrocchi

Photo by Steven

Halperson

/Tisara Photography
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

SUNDAY/FEB. 28
Application Deadline. The 10-week

Alexandria Citizens’ Police Academy
provides an opportunity for residents
to learn about various aspects of the
Police Department. Wednesdays,
6:30-10 p.m., March 11-May 20.
Free, with commitment to volunteer
a minimum of 10 hours each year.

Participants must commit to
attending all 10 sessions, be at least
21 years of age and live or work in
the City of Alexandria. Class is
limited to 20 participants. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/police or e-
mail the Volunteer Office at
Virginia.obranovich@alexandriava.gov.

Historical Lecture. 2-3 p.m. in the
Edith Sprouse Rare Book Room at the
Special Collections Branch,
Alexandria Library, 717 Queen St.
Yvonne Carignan, former director of
Special Collections at the Lloyd
House, will speak about social
libraries in Virginia before the Civil
War using The Alexandria Library
Company as the premier example in
Virginia. Visit www.alexandria.

lib.va.us or call 703-746-1703.

SUNDAY/MARCH 1
Auditions. At Metropolitan School of

the Arts, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton.
Students interested in attending the
Metropolitan School of the Arts of
Alexandria and Lorton, Va. can
audition. Auditions are required as
part of the 2015-2016 academy
registration. The MSA Academy
audition is for performing arts
students in grades 6-12. Students
should call 703-339-0444 ext.3 or
visit www.metropolitanarts.org to
register for an audition time.

Bulletin Board
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A
 national report released on Feb. 11
highlighted the prevalence of people
with mental illness incarcerated in
local jails.

“Serious mental illness, which includes bi-
polar disorder, schizophrenia, and major de-
pression, affects an estimated 14.5 per-
cent of men and 31 percent of women
in jails — rates that are four to six times
higher than in the general population.
… While most people with serious mental ill-
ness in jails, both men and women, enter jail
charged with minor, nonviolent crimes, they
end up staying in jail for longer periods of
time.” See vera.org.

Natasha McKenna, a woman with a long his-
tory of severe mental illness, died on Feb. 8,
five days after being repeatedly shocked with
a taser, restrained, hooded and forcibly re-
moved from her cell by six deputy sheriffs “pur-
suant to its protocols for managing combative
inmates.”

McKenna, a small woman according to press

reports, had been held in the Fairfax County
Detention Center since Jan. 26, on a warrant
from the City of Alexandria. Fairfax deputies
were forcibly extracting her from her cell so
she could be transported to the Alexandria jail.

Here is part of the police release on the inci-
dent:

“During the struggle to restrain McKenna, a
member of the Sheriff’s Emergency Response
Team deployed a conducted energy weapon
(Taser) on McKenna. While being restrained,
deputies placed a spit net (which is designed
to restrict and prevent spitting) on McKenna.

A nurse from the ADC medical staff was
present at that time to check on her
prior to transport and cleared her for
transport. Deputies attempted to put

her in a medical transport chair, but McKenna
continued to be combative and was moved to
a restraint chair for transport.”

To understand a little of what was happen-
ing, search for images of “spit net” and “pris-
oner restraint chair.”

When the emergency response team was
getting ready to load McKenna into a vehicle,
“medical personnel from the Fairfax County
Sheriff’s Office checked McKenna and deter-
mined she was experiencing a medical emer-
gency.”

McKenna never regained consciousness.

Natasha McKenna’s
death provides window
on national concern.

Managing Mental Illness in Jails
The incident was recorded on video, but “the

video is currently retained as evidence by de-
tectives from the Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment and will not be released at this time.”

Less than two weeks after McKenna’s death,
the public knows a lot more about the details
of this incident than previous cases involving
the Fairfax County Police, but questions of what
happened, how and why, greatly outnumber
answers.

It is standard operating procedure in the
United States to warehouse disruptive people
with mental illness in jails. A 2006 Special
Report by the Bureau of Justice Statistics esti-
mated that 705,600 mentally ill adults were
incarcerated in state prisons, 78,800 in Fed-
eral prisons and 479,900 in local jails, accord-
ing to the National Institute for Corrections.

We have to ask what constitutes humane,
effective treatment for people with mental ill-
ness, and often substance use disorders, who
end up in jails. Are the brutal images of Natasha
McKenna’s handling a common experience for
people with severe mental illness in jails? While
deaths resulting from such incidents are rare,
they do occur. What can be done to provide
treatment?

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorial
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Letters to the Editor

Council Failed Its
Neighborhoods
To the Editor:

What’s happening on a 1.3 acre parcel of land
at 2811 King Street is not supposed to hap-
pen. The owner of the adjacent Woodbine nurs-
ing center convinced the City Council to vote
to change the long-standing zoning of the prop-
erty, currently zoned R8, or “single family
homes” to RB townhouse with special use per-
mits.

The casual observer will recognize the cur-
rent stretch of King Street from T.C. Williams

High School to the King Street Metro station
as a residential neighborhood of single family
homes, many of which have driveways that
connect directly to King Street. That stretch of
King Street serves as the gateway to Old Town’s
historic district. It’s the precursor to what visi-
tors and daily travelers will experience as they
continue east on King Street. However, one
thing you won’t find on that stretch of King
Street are “townhomes” because the zoning
didn’t allow for it.

Zoning has a purpose. Zoning is supposed
to create stability in real estate markets, so that
people can reasonably anticipate maintaining
or even increasing the value of their proper-

ties. This is a good thing for homeowners as
well as the municipality since it ultimately en-
courages real estate investments and secures
local revenue streams, noting that

real estate taxes fund a major percentage of
local government operations. Zoning is sup-
posed to constrain the free market forces to
preserve a higher goal of encouraging the de-
velopment of neighborhoods that promote
green space, livability, and location, all quali-
ties that translate into market value and in-
creased quality of life. Just look at the pro-de-
velopment, “mc-mansion” movement in Arling-
ton and you’ll notice the difference and appre-
ciate the value of good planning and zoning.

The Woodbine owner is now free to build a
huge modernistic 75,000-square-foot structure
in the midst of modest colonial brick homes.
Don’t be fooled, this is not a townhome con-
figuration, this is a three-story, for-profit busi-
ness and the current architect’s rendering of
the behemoth looks like, as the vice mayor
suggested, “East German”

architecture — a wild departure from its sur-
roundings. A concession from the developer to
provide a 40 percent discount on two of the
proposed 66 beds would require someone with
a $62,000 annual retirement income to afford
it according to the developer’s representative
— and that’s the discounted beds. To afford
one of the undiscounted beds, the developer’s
representative stated that you’d need more
than $96,000 in annual retirement income —
that’s a retirement income of $192,000 per year
for a couple. This rezoning is an underhanded
way to promote commercial development
where none should exist for the benefit of the
super-rich or guaranteed impoverishment for
some unwitting retiree.
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See Letters,  Page 12

By Rob Krupicka

State Delegate (D-45)

A
s we wrap up the 2015 ses-
sion, there is still a lot of
work to do before we ad-

journ on Feb. 28. This past week,
the House passed a bill to
strengthen the anemic ethics re-
form passed last year. The bill
takes some small steps in the right
direction: it removes the distinc-
tion between tangible and intan-
gible gifts, it strengthens disclo-

sure polices,
and requires
approval from
the Virginia

Conflict of Interest and Ethics Ad-
visory Council for any travel com-
pensated by a third party with a
value over $100. However the pro-
posed bill still does not go nearly
far enough. Among the stronger
reforms I would like to see imple-
mented, I believe it is important
to support the Governor’s call for
an independent body to investi-
gate and review ethics issues.
Many legislators have expressed
reluctance to increase ethics re-
forms. They say we don’t need
these reforms and that they have
done nothing wrong. Whether or
not a legislator feels like they are
individually a moral person is not
the purpose of ethics reform. Leg-
islators don’t need lavish gifts and
meals to do their jobs effectively.
We owe it to our constituents to
restore faith in our elected officials
and pass real ethics reform legis-
lation. The recent measles out-
break, including a confirmed case
in Washington, D.C., has brought
the vaccine debate front and cen-
ter. The balance between a
parent’s right to choose what is
best for their child and our respon-
sibility as legislators to ensure a
basic level of public safety is a dif-
ficult line to maintain as we con-

sider how to
best control
the spread of a
highly conta-
gious disease.
I recently sent
a letter to Gov-
e r n o r
McAuliffe ask-
ing him to or-

ganize a panel of medical and
health professionals to review
Virginia’s current vaccination stan-
dards and evaluate the risks asso-
ciated with a decrease in parents’
vaccination participation. Accord-
ing to the 2013 Virginia Immuni-
zation Survey, Virginia’s kindergar-
ten compliance rates for immuni-
zations have declined sharply in
the past few years. Meanwhile, the
number of Virginia parents re-
questing vaccination exemption
has steadily increased in the past
decade.

The measles virus was consid-
ered eliminated in the U.S. in
2000, however, already this year’s
measles outbreak rate is higher
than the entire total for 2012 —
and it’s only February. Consider-
ing how contagious measles is, the
fact that we have a confirmed case
in Washington, D.C. is a consider-
able concern for residents of the
45th District and Virginians across
the Commonwealth.

Children under the age of one
year are especially susceptible to
these sorts of viral outbreaks be-
cause infants cannot be immu-
nized until their first birthday.
While I understand some parents
may choose to forego vaccinations,
we owe it to the parents and chil-
dren who do plan to receive their
vaccinations the chance to grow
up safely and without fear of pre-
ventable disease. Convening this
panel will allow us to make bet-
ter-informed decisions to ensure
the health of our communities.

Ethics and
Immunizations

Commentary

Letters to the Editor

From Page 10

Residential neighborhoods
make Alexandria City the prime
choice for living in the metro area.
Without safe, livable, single fam-
ily residential neighborhoods pro-
tected by enforcement of city zon-
ing laws and requirements and the
1992 Master Plan, Alexandria City
would be so much less, not more.
Unfortunately, with this Council
vote, neighborhoods lost and cor-
porations won.

Sean M. Mildrew
18-year resident of City of

Alexandria

Dangerous
For Pedestrians
To the Editor:

It is saddening, but not surpris-
ing, to read (Feb. 5, 2015) of the
serious accident on Duke Street.
The city seems content to let Duke
be seen as a freeway, and farther
down there is a memorial in a
grassy traffic island to a little girl
who was killed there a few years
ago.

In fact, in the stretch of Duke
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesTree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Selected indoor
plants 1/2 price

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off (3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
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By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

W
ith only a few days left in
this year’s legislative ses-
sion, the General Assembly
has finished much of its

business. Republicans have defeated
commonsense proposals to raise the mini-
mum wage, close the health care coverage
gap, and my bill to keep guns away from
toddlers. Negotiators from the House and

Senate are inching
closer to a final budget
deal. Governor
McAuliffe has already

begun signing some bills into law.
Even so, a handful of high-profile issues

have yet to be resolved. Notably, we are still
working towards a final compromise on
how best to prevent and respond to sexual
assaults at our colleges and universities. In
both the House and Senate, multiple pieces
of legislation were introduced to address
this critical issue; those bills were eventu-
ally rolled into two vehicles. As of this writ-
ing, those remaining bills — SB712 and
HB1930 — differ slightly, but the basic out-
lines are very similar.

Both bills strike a careful balance between

protecting the rights
and privacy of victims
and keeping college
communities as safe as
possible. Each proposal
would require colleges
to establish memoran-
dums of understanding
with local victim sup-

port services, ensuring that students who
have been assaulted are aware of and able
to access resources to help them. Both bills
require university employees who become
aware of a sexual assault to report it to their
school’s Title IX coordinator. Each bill es-
tablishes review teams to promptly assess
the cases that are brought to that coordina-
tor. Based on those proceedings, each bill
provides for team members to determine
whether to release identifying information
about the victim and begin a law enforce-
ment investigation.

It’s important to me that the final legisla-
tion explicitly protects victims’ anonymity
during assessments, and leaves post-assess-
ment decisions about how to proceed in the
hands of the Title IX coordinator. (These
have been points of dispute between the
House and Senate.) In any event, we need
to make our students safer and prevent fu-

ture tragedies.
Passing a compromise measure, however,

will not mean our work is done. As we strive
to prevent future crimes, we must also seek
justice for those who have already been
hurt.

Last year I co-sponsored SB658, a bipar-
tisan bill that required state and local law
enforcement to inventory the untested
physical evidence recovery kits (PERKs) in
their possession — that is, the kits used to
collect and preserve physical evidence fol-
lowing a rape or sexual assault.

The findings were troubling. Virginia has
a backlog of at least 2,279 unanalyzed
PERKs — and I expect the final total to be
above 4,000. Evidence from these kits is
often the key to putting rapists behind bars.
If we’re truly going to crack down on sexual
violence, it’s not enough to pass new pro-
tections.

We also have to ensure that existing laws
are working as they should. That means
giving our Department of Forensic Services
the resources it needs to work through this
substantial backlog.

In 2014, I carried a successful budget
amendment to do exactly that. My proposal
provided $600,000 over two years so the
Commonwealth could hire new forensic

scientists to work through these untested
PERKs.

The original budget as introduced would
have sharply reduced that funding. I have
worked to protect it, and the budget put
forward by the Senate Finance Committee
restores much of the money the Department
of Forensic Science was slated to lose. I have
every hope that the final budget — the com-
promise to which both the House and Sen-
ate will eventually agree — will do the
same.

The legislature this year meets for just 46
days. That isn’t enough time to solve all the
problems we face — especially in the face
of partisan gridlock on so many critical is-
sues. Still, I take heart in knowing that on
this issue, at least, Democrats and Republi-
cans have been able to come together to do
what’s necessary and right. It’s a path I hope
my colleagues will follow on many, many
other issues when we reconvene next year.

You can email me at
district30@senate.virginia.gov and sign up
for my weekly email updates at
www.AdamEbbin.com. I am active on Twit-
ter @AdamEbbin and Facebook at
www.facebook.com/EbbinCampaign.

It is my continued honor to represent the
citizens of the 30th Senate District.

Fully Addressing Campus Sexual Assault

Commentary

From Page 10

Letters to the Editor

between Paxton Street and Landmark Plaza
there are a half dozen places, one virtually
blind, where pedestrians have to cross
speeding traffic without so much as a cross-
walk. There are places where even the nar-
row, rutted path gives out, and walkers have
to take the rubble-strewn shoulder. This is
a route used constantly by all sorts of
people, including mothers with young chil-
dren and even with strollers. A few months
ago on a dark rainy night there was even
someone wheelchair-bound hurrying east-
wards in the westbound shoulder, unable,
of course, to make use of such rough pe-
destrian paths as there are.

For some reason this dangerous stretch
of road — so filthy with trash it’s like an
open-air dumpster — is allowed to blight
one facet of our gem-like city. Maybe the
defense is “You should see Little River Turn-

pike.” But only the truly reckless attempt
to walk there, though there are large apart-
ment complexes on both sides.

Did I mention the supreme irony: one
large, formerly grassy island is occupied by
gigantic vehicles marked “Richmond Traf-
fic Control,” deep in mud and extending
helter-skelter over the narrow paved walk-
way. I guess they are helping control traffic
in Richmond, by being here.

Apparently the city’s policy is contain-
ment. Unfortunately, it’s being betrayed
from time to time by serious and even fatal
accidents like the one you reported.

Elisabeth Vodola
Alexandria

Council Loses Trust
To the Editor:

On Saturday, Feb. 21, after hearing hours

of citizen statements regarding rezoning the
property on King Street between the Wood-
bine Nursing Home’s parking lot and Ivy Hill
Cemetery, the City Council voted over-
whelmingly to permit the construction of a
three-story “Memory Care Facility” in this
residential neighborhood.

My wife was at the hearing and spoke
with a number of other interested citizens
there. Apparently there was a pervasive feel-
ing that “the fix was in” and council’s ap-
proval of the rezoning action was a lock.
Hearings were just a formality, a block to
be checked, because the council’s mind was
already made up. I believe they were right
and that the cause was lost before the hear-
ing ever took place because the city per-
mitted the developer to frame the issue in
terms of building a Memory Care Center
rather than as a zoning issue — the loca-
tion of such a facility.

Opponents could be then characterized
as, at best, the not-in-my-back-yard
(NIMBY) crowd, at worst, people who were
cruelly indifferent to the plight of memory
impaired seniors rather than as neighbors
with whom the city was about to break faith.
The developers’ tactics were brilliant given
council’s demonstrated willingness to waive
zoning regulations based on fairly weak
justification by providing a bumper-sticker
worthy justification: “It’s for the seniors.”
Really, one can be for a memory care facil-
ity in Alexandria and be opposed its con-
struction at the proposed location and to
this spot-rezoning action that drops a huge,
monolithic structure on a small site in a
residential neighborhood. That battle is lost,
so why write this letter? I urge citizens to
pay more careful attention to zoning issues
in other parts of the city and support your
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Old Town 215 Jefferson Street, Alexandria, VA
Circa 1782, this beautifully appointed and meticulously restored 4
BR + 3 1/2 BA freestanding residence is sited on three profession-
ally landscaped lots.  $3,350,000
Donnan C. Wintermute CBmove.com/AX7823816

Great Falls/McLean 816 Towlston Road, McLean, VA
Huge price reduction for over 6,600 fin. sq. ft.; great room propor-
tions, 2+ acres of beauty and peaceful! 5 BR, 4.5 BA center hall
colonial w/2-car garage and private lane.  $1,450,000
Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/AX88477497

Kingstowne  6022 Masondale Road, Alexandria, VA
Truly a SPECTACULAR home! Stone front, charming porch, 4 BR,
4.5 BA stunning colonial, chef’s kitchen, open floor plan, sited on a
premium corner lot, backs to trees, 2-car garage. $824,900
Karen Leonard  CBmove.com/FX8547675

The Middleton  329-335 Royal N, Alexandria, VA
Welcome to The Middleton. Four luxury 4 level town-homes near
completion in the heart of Old Town Alexandria! Beautiful finishes
w/2 off-street parking spaces. $1.6M+-$1.8M+ Michelle Mitchell
CBmove.com/AX8423162

Open Sun 2-4pm Old Town 600 South Lee Street, Alexandria, VA
Overlooking park and Potomac River, beautiful 4 BR, 3.5 BA end
townhome w/great attention to detail, high ceilings, open floor
plan, moldings – have all Old Town has to offer!  $1,199,000
Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/AX8496964

Olde Belhaven Towne 6317 Barrister Place, Alexandria, VA
Just Listed – 3 BR, 3.5 BA, renovated townhome on quiet side
street, updated baths, kitchen, new roof, HVAC, HWH, shed and
more! Located close to G.W. Parkway, I-495, I-395, Old Town, D.C.
$639,900 Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/FX8557421

Occoquan Pointe/Barrington  418 Fortress Way, Occoquan, VA
Walk to historic Occoquan! One-Level living, totally renovated open floor plan
ground flr terrace condo, all the updates are done. Gourmet kitchen, wood
floors, designer baths. A showplace to move in to now! 2 BR, 2 BA. $304,990
Susan Gray Chambers  CBmove.com/PW8554970

Mason Neck 10521 Gunston Rd, Lorton, VA
Just listed Mason Neck peninsula hidden jewel surrounded by parkland.
Privately sited 2 ac custom built with wrap-around porches, soaring ceilings,
stone fireplaces, gourmet kitchen & Mn Flr Mstr Suite. 3 BR, 3.5 BA. $975,000
Susan Gray Chambers CBmove.com/FX8554818

Belle Haven on The Green 1789 Duffield Ln, Alexandria, VA
Fabulous TH w/Palladian window, French Doors, 2-Story Foyer,
Vaulted Ceiling & More! Rare Finished LL, FP & Great flr plan. Close
to Huntington Metro, Metro Bus, Bellehaven CC & Shops!  $625,000
Gayl Warman  CBmove.com/FX8541411

River Towers  6631 Wakefield Dr. #718, Alexandria, VA
Great 1 Bed/1 Bath unit, 714 sq ft, hw flrs, tile BA. Utilities included in condo
fee are central heat & A/C, gas, water, electricity, a recreational facility pass,
sewer, trash removal. Fantastic commuter property close to G.W. Pkwy, Rt 1
& Huntington Metro. $174,000  Jane King  CBmove.com/FX8524943

Open Sun 1-4pm  Maple Heights 4202 Maple Tree Court,
Alexandria, VA  Beautifully renovated center-hall colonial. Over
4,000 sq ft above grade, open floor plan, stunning kitchen & light-
filled great rm & fully fin bsmt. Large lot on cul-de-sac.  $1,499,000
The York Group  CBmove.com/AX8539710

Nethergate/Virginia Village
1217 Michigan Ct,
Alexandria, VA

Beautiful & Bright Brick Town
House in Old Town. 2
Bedrooms, 2 Full & 2 Half
Baths on 4 Levels. Updated
Kitchen & Baths, Hardwood
Floors, 3 Fireplaces, Built-Ins,
2 Parking Spaces.  $619,000

Greg Doherty
CBmove.com/AX8555095
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Letters

From Page 12

neighbors. Why did the city Staff become
advocates for a structure that did not com-
ply with the site’s current zoning before
rezoning was approved? Who is looking out
for property owners here? It’s easy to dis-
miss the potential rise of another architec-
tural eyesore in the West End or Del Ray: “I
live in the North Ridge area, not my prob-
lem.” But in larger sense, it is your prob-
lem: in purchasing your home, you assume
that the neighborhood’s zoning actually
matters and provides some sort of depend-
able, stable, protection to your neighbor-
hood, and yes, your property values. Your
neighborhood may be the next area to be
singled out to sacrifice for what council
perceives to be the greater good. If you read
the Gazette-Packet, you’ll note that the city
is perfectly willing to renege on its com-
mitment to not put lights at Parker-Gray
Field, as well as any number of rezoning
actions enacted over the wishes of the
people most affected.

Richard Vanderhoeven
Alexandria

To Barge Or
Not To Barge?
To the Editor:

For over a year, the Old Town community
has been suggesting the use of barges on
the Potomac River (rather than trucks on
our historic streets) to haul out the debris
and contaminated soil from each of the four
projected development sites on the water-
front. Many months ago, prior to the issu-
ance of any Development Special Use Per-
mits (DSUPs), an alternative river haul
route by barge was proposed by citizens.
The city’s initial response was that the barge
alternative would indeed be discussed and
considered before any concrete decisions
regarding haul routes were made. However,
this did not come to pass.

It was not until the developer Carr held
its citizen on-site briefing for its 120-room
hotel, did we learn that Carr had not con-
sidered and would not consider the use of
barges as a haul route. In effect, has the
city once again misled its citizens, or shall
we just chalk this up to another incompe-
tent bureaucratic fiasco?

A few months ago, at the urging of the
citizens, the mayor appointed an Ad Hoc
Waterfront Monitoring Group to provide a
forum in which the citizens could register
their complaints and concerns about the
construction at all of the projected sites on
the waterfront. From the beginning, I have
stated in print and in person before the City
Council that the Ad Hoc group should not
just “monitor,” but it should be a proactive
body to provide the council timely and im-
portant advice on all facets of construction
on Old Town’s waterfront.

Needless to say, this suggestion was not
accepted by the mayor. What this has led to
is that the director of Transportation and
Environmental Services (T&ES) is acting as
a sole decision maker and the filter of in-
formation to the City Council. In fact, the
director of T&ES stated during the last
meeting of this body that the citizen mem-
bers of the Ad Hoc group are not appointed

to advise the City Council, but only to relay
information to the affected community.

The city attorney has also jumped on this
particular “band wagon,” and has actually
refused to allow his staff to discuss this
matter in open meetings with the monitor-
ing group.

In a letter to me as president of Old Town
Civic Association, he stated that he did not
work for the citizens, but only for the mayor
and City Council for whom he must observe
“attorney client confidentially,” which im-
plies that the Ad Hoc group’s interests are
adversarial to the mayor and City Council.
Thus, this group is really a waste of time
for both citizen members and city staff, since
it is the job of the city staff to keep the citi-
zens informed, (or so I have been told). In
this particular situation, “Ad Hoc” really
means “Nihil Curantes,” (Pay no attention).

To date, only one of four commercial de-
velopment sites that have been approved is
the Carr hotel.

No decision has been made by the direc-
tor of T&ES as to any haul routes for the
hotel, or for any of the other three devel-
opments. Section 5-2-27 of the City Code
states that the director of T&ES is: “autho-
rized to issue permits to haul such materi-
als, supplies or equipment over the streets
within the city, subject to such conditions
and restrictions specifying the time and
route for such hauling, and such addition
conditions and restrictions, as the director
may deem appropriate to promote traffic
safety and to minimize disruption to estab-
lished residential, commercial, institutional
and other areas in the city.”

I spelled all this out to the T&ES director
at the last meeting. I also stated that he
cannot continue to say that barges won’t

be considered, just because a DSUP has
been issued on the Carr property. The fact
is that no haul routes have been designated
as of this date, therefore when that discus-
sion does actually take place, barges need
to be included as one of the alternative haul
routes. Getting a Federal permit for barg-
ing is necessary, but not difficult. The
Potomac River Boat Company sails on the
river at very regular intervals. Anything
short of considering every available option
is a total miscarriage of justice, and once
again, a shameful and telling indicator of
no real representation of citizen’s interests
and concerns by any appointed or elected
body.

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Unconvincing
Crocodile Tears
To the Editor:

Last Saturday neighbors opposing the
Woodbine Nursing Home expansion in a
totally residential area along King Street
presented a property owner petition to the
City Council that required only two nega-
tive votes to nix the development. Unfortu-
nately only one member — Vice Mayor
Allison Silberberg — had the courage to
vote “No.”

While the rest cried crocodile tears about
having to rezone the property from residen-
tial to allow a huge building, spot zoning
at its worst, they went along with the com-
mercial developer. It is symptomatic about
what is wrong in this City. Council mem-
bers pledge to “protect neighborhoods” but
when well-financed interests want some-
thing else, they forget about the people they

represent. Ms. Silberberg did not forget us
and earns herself a gold star.

Jack Sullivan
Alexandria

Disappointing
Decision
To the Editor:

Words cannot convey the disappointment
I felt on Saturday with the Alexandria
council’s decision on the Woodbine issue.
Each council member except Vice Mayor
Silberberg chose the politically expedient
road and made the wrong decision when
they voted for rezoning. Yes, the proponents
in favor of the memory care facility had a
sympathetic and lofty cause. But zoning is
a promise made by the city to its citizens.

However, the council let the emotionally
driven arguments sway their votes. By do-
ing so they ignored all that was troubling
with this project. So many questions were
never fully resolved regarding the building
of this very large, out of character facility
on this particular piece of property. They
favored a private developer over two Alex-
andria neighborhoods.

Alexandrians will get so little in return,
the developer so much. This memory care
facility will have 66 beds costing approxi-
mately $96,000 a year. Medicare and Med-
icaid patients need not apply. You don’t have
to be an Alexandrian resident to obtain a
spot.

It is doubtful that anyone will move to
Alexandria because of this facility. However,
people will be fearful about buying a home
in a community where residential property

By Katharine Dixon

President and CEO

Rebuilding Together Alexandria

A
s baby boomers become seniors,
it will have huge implications for
our community, especially as we

house and care for this independent gen-
eration.

As is, many in the great generation and
the older ranks of the boomers are opt-
ing to stay put, choosing to live in their
own homes instead of entering a nurs-

ing home. In fact, the
number of Americans
65 and older that live
in a nursing home fell
20 percent between
2000 and 2010, ac-
cording to the Census

Bureau. As more baby boomers enter re-
tirement years, this trend will undoubt-
edly grow.

This enormous aging generation also
means our society will grapple with is-
sues related to caring for them. The Na-
tional Council on Aging warns that the
number of Americans needing long-term
care will more than double as the baby
boomers age, causing many seniors to

spend their life savings.
Also a recent AARP

Foundation and The
Joint Center for Hous-
ing Studies of Harvard
University report re-
vealed that older people
are “skimping on neces-
sities in order to stay

housed.” In particular, low-income older
adults are making tough trade-offs, includ-
ing spending significantly less on food in
order to pay their mortgages or rents.

We are already seeing the effects of these
trends at Rebuilding Together as we work
with aging, low-income homeowners who
prefer to stay in their own homes. Our vol-
unteers provide no-cost upgrades to help
them maintain their homes. Besides en-
abling an individual to remain independent
longer, helping them age in place helps keep
neighbors anchored to the community,
while preserving housing affordability and
revitalizing Alexandria.

Helen* is a perfect example. Now a wid-
ower, Helen doesn’t want to move out of
the neighborhood in which she grew up.
“Everyone has always been so friendly and
social,” she recalls. In fact, former neigh-
bors became her son’s godparents and cur-

rent neighbors often help her with
chores.

Even with family and neighbors help-
ing Helen with some maintenance issues,
there are a lot of repairs she cannot
physically or financially handle on her
own. That’s why Helen reached out to
Rebuilding Together.

Our team helped assess her needs.
Then, armed with supplies and tools, a
group of volunteers landed upon Helen’s
home to make much needed improve-
ments, including new light fixtures, vent-
ing a dryer, plumbing, installing hand-
rails, installing a new backyard fence,
and removing an overgrown, invasive
tree. Helen now lives much more safely
and was able to save money that she can
use for other important needs.

The influx of boomers and the need to
retrofit homes to meet their needs means
Rebuilding Together’s role will continue
to grow as will our need for volunteers
and sponsors. If you’d like to learn more
about how to help, please visit
www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org or call
703-836-1021.

* It is Rebuilding Together Alexandria’s policy
to not disclose full names

Seniors Choose to Stay Home

Rebuilding

Together

Alexandria

See Letters,  Page 20
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Mount Vernon Celebrates Black

History Month. Through February
at Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount
Vernon Highway, Mount Vernon. In
observance of Black History Month,
George Washington’s Mount Vernon
highlights the lives and contributions
of the slaves who built and operated
the plantation home of George and
Martha Washington. Throughout the
month, a daily Slave Life at Mount
Vernon Tour explores the lives and
contributions of the slaves who lived

at Mount Vernon at 11:30 a.m. The
tour will conclude with a wreath
laying at the Slave Memorial site.
Black History Month activities are
included in admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Annual Student/Faculty Show - Art
League School. Through March 1,
Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Thursday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sunday,
noon-6 p.m., at The Torpedo Factory,
105 North Union St., Studio 21. The
Art League’s annual Student/Faculty
Show showcases faculty works
alongside hundreds of paintings,
drawings, printmaking, stained glass,
jewelry, ceramics, pottery, fiber,
mosaics, sculpture created by
students. Visit www.theartleague.org.
Call the gallery at 703-683-1780 or
the school at 703-683-2323.

“Bessie’s Blues.” Through March 15
at MetroStage, 1201 North Royal St.,
Alexandria. “Bessie’s Blues,” features

Bernardine Mitchell, Roz White, TC
Carson and a cast of actors and
musicians who will tell the story of
Bessie Smith through a musical
odyssey of the blues. William
Knowles is music director.
Performances are Wednesday-Friday,
8 p.m.; Saturday, 3 and 8 p.m.; and
Sunday, 3 and 7 p.m. $55-60. Visit
www.metrostage.org or call 800-494-
8497.

“Front and Back.” Through March
15, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily; 10 a.m.- 9
p.m. second Thursday of the month
at Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery in
Studio 18 of the Torpedo Factory Art
Center at 105 North Union Street,
Alexandria. Artists’ imagination plays
with Items that are different front vs
back; right vs left; top vs bottom;
inside vs outside; right side up vs up
side down; positive space vs negative
space. Anything that has two or more
sides can be used to show two

different visuals. Free admission. See
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com
for more.

“Considering Harm.” Through
Saturday, March 21 at The Gallery at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane,
Alexandria. Artist Pamela Flynn
presents an exhibition titled
“Considering Harm.” This art project
focuses on the issue of gun violence
and bringing awareness to our
community. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org or
www.pamelaflynnart.com for more.

“In and of the Land.” Through
Sunday, March 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and during performances at The
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center, Margaret W. and Joseph
L. Fisher Art Gallery at the
Alexandria Campus of Northern
Virginia Community College, 4915
East Campus Drive, Alexandria. “In
and of the Land” is a two person

exhibition of recent work in paintings
by Clive Pates and ceramics by
Virginia Rood Pates. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/
Gallery for more.

Nine Paintings from John
Chapman. Through May 25, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. at the Donald W. Reynolds
Museum and Education Center
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. Nine
unique paintings by the Virginia born
artist John Gadsby Chapman (1808-
1889) illustrating landscape scenes
important to George Washington’s
biography are on view. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

“Paws ‘N Claws for Art.” Runs
through May 31 at Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter, 4101 Eisenhower
Ave., Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans
and Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria teamed up to present this
animal-themed, fundraising exhibit.

By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

T
he Little Theatre of Alexandria
is staging “God of Carnage” Feb.
28 to March 21. The Tony
Award-winning play centers

around a playground altercation between
two boys which brings two sets of parents
together for a meeting to resolve the mat-
ter.

At first all is well, but as the evening
progresses, the rum flows, the gloves come
off, and the night becomes a side-splitting
free-for-all with the parents behaving badly.

“What happens next is that we find out
that the parents are worse than the kids in
dealing with each other,” said Director

Christopher Dykton.
He said “God of Carnage” follows in the

literary traditions of black comedy and sat-
ire.

“I think this play gives a chance to look
at how we behave at times in not the best
way, while at the same time allowing us to
laugh at ourselves. We know that under-
neath our social self is that Neanderthal
waiting to pop out,” Dykton said.

Co-producer Sharon Field has seen both
the play and the movie and liked it very
much. She had also worked with Christo-
pher Dykton previously and proposed that
Rance Willis consider producing with her.
After seeing the movie and reading the
script, he agreed.

“We knew the director and the quality of

his work. We were fortunate to be able to
get the best designers and production staff
to assist in creating just the right setting
for this production,” she said. “Seeing re-
hearsals, we have gained a greater insight
into the writing and the subtle character-
izations brought out by the director and
actors. We think the audiences will come
away with a greater appreciation of the
comedy and a significant appreciation for
each of the characters.”

Allison Block plays the role of Annette
Raleigh, the reserved, tightly-wound wife
of Alan and mother of Benjamin.

“The subject matter is close to the heart
(I am a mother of two school-age children),
but very dark, so it often takes me places
that I am reluctant to feel as a parent,” she
said. “The premise of the play is also de-
ceptively simple and the challenges of some-
times playing a darker moment filled with
oddly comic elements are everywhere in the
script.”

She said, “It’s a moment in time. An
evening when four people are not at their
best, but are meeting for a noble purpose
— for the sake of their children.”

Jack Stein plays Alan Raleigh, a bulldog
of a corporate lawyer who likes to be in
control of his situations.

“As a social worker by profession, I’m
pretty much the antithesis of Alan, particu-
larly with respect to his ethics and attitudes.
It’s been an interesting challenge to tap into
what makes him tick and find some human-
ity in the man.”

Stein said, “Humans are unique beings
but there’s only a fine line separating us as
such. We need to keep reminding ourselves
of this uniqueness, especially when witness-
ing so many unfortunate savage atrocities
going on in the world.”

The Little Theater of Alexandria is staging
“God of Carnage” Friday, Feb. 28-Saturday,
March 21. Show times are Wednesdays
through Saturdays at 8 p.m.; Sundays at 3
p.m. Tickets are $19-$22. For tickets, call
703-683-0496. The Little Theater of Alexan-
dria is located at 600 Wolfe Street, Alexan-
dria. Visit www.thelittletheatre.com.

Entertainment

Allison Block and Jack B. Stein star in The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s
production of “God of Carnage.”

Chuck Dluhy and Karen Shotts star in The Little Theatre of Alexandria’s
production of “God of Carnage.”
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LTA Stages ‘God of Carnage’
Parents behave badly as the gloves come off
in this side-splitting free-for-all.

Calendar
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127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials
RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

• Fresh Jumbo Shad Roe
• Split Pea Soup
• Venison Medallions
 • Beef Wellington

• Dover Sole
 • Coq au Vin
 • Cassoulet

 • Bouillabaisse

Le Refuge was rated #1 in Alexandria
on TripAdvisor. Thank you for your

continued support.

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
Volunteers needed for

adoption events,
fostering,

transportation,
adoption center

caretaking and more.

Both nonprofits receive a percentage of
each sale. Also showing, but not for
sale, will be UpCycle’s Fur-Vor
project community-based student-
recycled dog art. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW
for more.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria-a $26 added
value. Visit
www.PresPassport.Monticello.org for
more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon-5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. Noon
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 pm.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk has
been a weekly event at Huntley
Meadows since 1985. It takes place
every week, rain or shine (except
during electrical storms, strong
winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m. (8 a.m.
November through March), is free of
charge, requires no reservation, and
is open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to Park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Summer of Smiles. The Recreation,

Parks and Cultural Activities’
Summer Fun Guide, is now available.
Summer camps and activities are
available for youth ages 2-17 and
include sports, dance, creative arts,
computer, chess, enrichment, nature,
adventure, Out of School Time
(residents only) and classic camps.
The guide has an index listing camps
by week offered and age group.
Registration opens Wednesday,
March 18 for City of Alexandria
residents and Friday, March 20 for
nonresidents. Interested participants
may register online or in-person at
the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St.
The Summer Fun Guide is available
for download at
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation.
Free printed brochures will be
available at City Hall, recreation
centers, and public libraries. Call the
Registration and Reservation Office
at 703-746-5414.

Tavern Toddlers. Every Monday
(except Federal Holidays) 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 North Royal Street, Alexandria.

Join other families with toddlers
(walkers through 36 months) to have
fun in Gadsby’s historic ballroom.
Playtime features a craft table, book
corner, toys and group dancing. $7
for a group of three. Visit
www.alexandria.gov/gadsbystavern
or call 703-746-4242.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
our live models. Fee ranges from $8-
$12. All skill levels are welcome. Del
Ray Artisans is located at 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

THURSDAY/FEB. 26-SUNDAY/MARCH 1
Robert Cwiok / Enveloping Time.

12-4 p.m. Thursday, Friday and
Sunday; 1-4 p.m. Saturdays at the
Athanaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Paintings, collage, and
mixed media works representing all
phases of Cwiok’s 40-year career lead
visitors on a tour through the
development of an artist. Visit
nvfaa.org for more.

FRIDAY/FEB. 27
Family Fun Night. 6-9 p.m. at

Chinquapin Park Recreation Center &
Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St. Bring
the whole family to Family Fun
Nights for swimming and fun for all
ages on Friday evenings. Pool games
include beach ball relays, water
basketball, diving for prizes and fun
on the ‘Aqua Challenge’ floating
obstacle course. Participate in
swimming skill assessments for

youth, learn pool safety tips and
more. Admission, $4 per person. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/c/10280 for
more.

Gala Benefit. 7-10 p.m. at Virtue Feed
and Grain, 106 South Union St.,
Alexandria. Gala will benefit The
Center for Alexandria’s Children, the
City’s primary resource for the
prevention, investigation and
treatment of child abuse. Attendees
will “Get Up and Boogie” to the disco
sounds of the 1970s, enjoying an
evening that includes a cocktail
buffet, silent auction, 50/50 raffle,
and “Be A Superstar” booth where
patrons can purchase items to benefit
the Center. Tickets start at $150.
Available online at http://
2015cacgala.eventbrite.com. Call
703-746-6008 or visit
www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org.

Mike + The Mechanics 30th
Anniversary Tour. 7:30 p.m. The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Their first
American tour in almost 25 years.
Visit www.birchmere.com or call
703-549-7500.

SATURDAY/FEB. 28
2015 Generation to Generation

Gala. 6-11 p.m. at Hilton Alexandria
Mark Center, 5000 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Join Senior Services of
Alexandria at the 2015 Generation to
Generation Gala to celebrate
honorees Christopher Campagna and
his mother June Geoffray; John and
Bea Taylor and their daughters Karen
Taylor Chandler and Rhonda Taylor;
and the first recipient of the SSA
Philanthropist Award, Ronald M.
Bradley. Cocktails, silent auction,
dinner and dancing. Black tie
optional. Tickets at
www.seniorservicesalex.org or 703-
836-4414.

Andrew O’Day. 8-11 p.m., at John
Strongbow’s Tavern, 710 King St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.johnstrongbows.com or call
703-329-3075.

Entertainment

Pets

FRIDAY/FEB. 27
Opening Reception. 7-9 p.m. at the Vola Lawson Animal Shelter, 4101

Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria. “Paws ‘N Claws for Art,” Del Ray Artisans and
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria show animal-themed art with
UpCycle’s Fur-Vor student-created dog art. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW for more.

“Paws ‘N Claws for Art.” Runs through May 31 at Vola Lawson Animal
Shelter, 4101 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans and Animal
Welfare League of Alexandria teamed up to present this animal-themed,
fundraising exhibit. Both nonprofits receive a percentage of each sale. Also
showing, but not for sale, will be UpCycle’s Fur-Vor project community-
based student-recycled dog art. Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW.

SATURDAY/MARCH 7
Fun Dog Show. March 7, 11 a.m., Market Square, 301 King St., Alexandria.

Register your dogs to win the contests ranging from Best Tail Wag to Best
Irish Costume. The show starts at 11:15 a.m., and afterwards all dogs are
welcome to walk in the annual Old Town Alexandria St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. Register at www.ballyshaners.org/parade/
ParadeInfo_dogshow.htm.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 27-29
Super Pet Expo. At Dulles Expo Center, Chantilly. The Super Pet Expo is the

largest, most amazing event for animal lovers in the DC Metro. Learn, shop
and be entertained with hundreds of vendors and fun activities. Before the
expo on Saturday morning, join us and hundreds of other dogs and the
people who love them to attempt to set a doggie-kissing record in the
Dulles Expo Center parking lot, 9 a.m. Visit www.superpetexpo.com for
more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
City Walks. Four-week session begins Saturday, March 28 at Villages of

Shirlington. This class is for the dog that responds really well to basic
obedience cues at home or in the classroom but could use more practice
around everyday distractions. This class is also great way to continue
socializing your dog to new surroundings and helping them to feel
comfortable with a variety of visual stimuli and sounds. It is a class that is
well worth repeating to perfect good manners in public settings. Four-week
session, $165. Visit www.furgetmenot.com.
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Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

SUNDAY/MARCH 1
Play Reading/Fundraiser. 2-5 p.m.

at at Beth El Hebrew Congregation,
3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria.
Beth El Hebrew Congregation
Women are performing a reader’s
play, “Love, Loss and What I Wore,”
written by Nora Ephron and Delia
Ephron based on a book by Ilene
Beckerman. This is a collection of
funny, powerful monologues about
women and memories. $15/per
person at the door. Guest Readers
will include Hillary Howard, WTOP
anchor and host of TV’s It’s
Academic. Other readers will be
Catherine Weinraub, Suzie
Shalewitz, and Joanne Rhodes all
members of the Beth El Sisterhood.
Visit www.bethelhebrew.org for
more.

Author Event. 2-4 p.m. in the Great
Room of the Cameron Station
Clubhouse, 200 Cameron Station
Blvd., Alexandria. The Alexandria
Branch ofAmerican Association of
University Women will present
“Presidents’ Gardens,” with a
discussion and a slide presentation by
author Linda Holden Hoyt. Email
danielleaauw@gmail.com or 202-
331-3074 for more.

Closing Reception. 2-4 p.m. at The
Torpedo Factory, 105 North Union
St., Studio 21. The Art League’s
annual Student/Faculty Show, on
view through March 1, 2015,
showcases work by faculty alongside
hundreds of paintings, drawings,
printmaking, stained glass, jewelry,
ceramics, pottery, fiber, mosaics,
sculpture created by the student
body. Visit www.theartleague.org or
call the gallery at 703-683-1780 or
the school at 703-683-2323.

Barbershop Harmony Concert. 3
p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane,
Alexandria. The 30-member
Harmony Heritage Singers present
“Forward March,” a concert of
familiar patriotic and popular music.
The men’s acapella chorus presents
more than 25 performances a year in
the Washington area. No tickets
required, offering taken for United
Community Ministries. Call 703-765-
4779 or email
brandtron@verizon.net.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Opening for “Enveloping
Time,” an exhibition of the works of
Robert Cwiok in the Athenaeum
gallery. Cwiok’s paintings, collage,
and mixed media works lead visitors
on a visual tour through the
development of an artist. Text, print
ephemera and envelopes are visual
leitmotifs throughout his career.
Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

PLTI Fundraiser. 5:30 p.m. at ABACA,
1201 North Royal Street, Alexandria
and MetroStage. The Parent
Leadership Institute of Alexandria

will hold its annual fundraiser at
MetroStage and ABACA. The evening
will begin with a dinner buffet and a
silent auction at 5:30 p.m., followed
by “Bessie’s Blues” at 7 at
MetroStage. $85 per person for the
dinner and show. Visit www.plti-
alex.org or contact Fay Slotnick at
703-409-6872 or fay@plti-alex.org
for tickets.

SUNDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 1-29
“Four.” Through Sunday, March 29 11

a.m.-6 p.m. at The Associates Gallery,
Studio 319, at the Torpedo Factory,
105 North Union St., Alexandria. The
Torpedo Factory’s newest gallery
presents the fantastic “Four,”
featuring photographer Julie Patrick,
mixed media artist Kara Hammond,
painter Jill Finsen and painting/
mixed media artist Barbara Muth.
TAG will present a new show each
month. Visit torpedofactory.org for
more.

MONDAY/MARCH 2
R.E. Lee Camp Dinner. 6:15 p.m. at

the American Legion Hall, 400
Cameron St., Alexandria (behind
Gatsby’s Tavern on Royal Street).
Social hour is followed by a catered
dinner. Hear speaker Philip Schreier,
the senior curator at the National
Rifle Association talk about “The
English Enfield in Confederate
Service.” $25 per person; $12.50 for
those 17 and under. RSVP with a
check made out to R.E. Lee Camp
#726 and mailed to 401 Wilkes St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314. Must be
received by Feb. 27. For additional
information, visit www.leecamp.org.

Film Screening and Discussion. 7
p.m. at the U.S. Patent & Trademark
Office, 600 Dulany St., Alexandria.
Following a screening of “The Raising
of America,” hear from early
childhood experts on early childhood
and the future of our nation. Free.
RSVP at http://bit.ly/1wQqjFF

TUESDAY/MARCH 3
National Pancake Day. Participating

local IHOPs celebrate by giving away
one free short stack of pancakes with
the hopes that patrons will make a
donation to The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society’s National Capital
Area Chapter in lieu of payment for
pancakes. Visit www.ihop.com for
more.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 4
Witness to War & Reunion. 7:30

p.m. in the Lecture Hall of The
Lyceum, 201 S Washington St.,
Alexandria. This spring lecture series
looks at the end of the Civil War, and
its aftermath. “Iron Confederacies:
Southern Railways, Klan Violence
and Reconstruction,” by Scott Nelson,

The College of William & Mary. $5.
Seating is limited, make reservations
in person, at shop.alexandriava.gov
or 703-746-4994.

THURSDAY/MARCH 5
Concert. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum History

Museum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. The United States Air
Force Band-Chamber Players concert
featuring eclectic music for Tuba-
Euphonium Quartet. Concert subject
to cancellation due to inclement

weather. Free. Call 202-767-5658 or
visit www.usafband.af.mil.

FRIDAY/MARCH 6
“Family Paint Night.” 6-8 p.m. at the

Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron
St., Alexandria. Explore the arts with
featured artist Teresa Brunson
guiding participants through painting
their own masterpiece. No experience
needed. Art supplies, pizza and soda
provided. $15 per adult, children
under 12 years old are free and must

be accompanied by one adult. For
reservations, stop by the Durant Arts
Center, call 706-746-5560, or email
durantcenter@alexandriava.gov.

Scottish Social and Tasting. 7-9
p.m. at Lloyd House, 220 N
Washington St., Alexandria. The City
of Alexandria’s Sister City Committee
is holding a fundraiser to support
educational and cultural exchanges.
The program includes discussion,
whisky tasting instructions, and a
Q&A led by a Scotch whisky expert;
there’s plenty for the non-whisky

Port City Stages ‘Shining City’
Set in Ireland, play tells of troubled
human relationships and a ghost story.

By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

P
ort City Playhouse in Alexandria is stag-
ing “Shining City,” a story of troubled
human relationships overlaid with a
hint of a ghost story. Set in Dublin, the

play by Irish playwright Connor McPherson tells
how a man comes to a psychiatrist for help after
he starts seeing a ghost since his wife’s death in a
car accident.

Director Becky Patton said the play is about re-
lationships and how we communicate (or don’t)
with them. “The parallels between the character’s
experiences in their relationships brings the mes-
sage home that honest communication in even
casual relationships is key, but incredibly hard to
achieve and maintain,” she said. “We can hear
the words when they are said, but it is how we
choose to accept or reject them that makes all
the difference. I hope people will listen more in-
tentionally.”

Producer Jim Howard decided to produce
“Shining City” because he liked its intense dia-
logue and subject matter. “Secondly, I owe the
director (Becky Patton) a lot for her help in many
projects over the past several years, and I think
she is one good director. Her vision is always clear
on what she wants out of her production staff,
and especially her actors.”

Tom Flatt plays John, a recently widowed sales-
man who is visited by the ghost of his wife, and
then seeks therapeutic counseling. He said the
most challenging aspect of the play was the lan-

guage.
“The writer has composed the piece very poeti-

cally to simulate the broken rhythms of everyday
speech, so my challenge is to turn the fractured
prose into a natural and emotionally transparent
performance,” he said.

Andy De plays Ian, a man who cares deeply for
others but often ignores his own needs. He said
the challenge was that Ian’s emotional growth
takes on wild shifts from scene to scene.

“And on top of that he has quite a bit of trouble
expressing himself and getting complete thoughts
out due to his own insecurity,” he said.

Ashley Amidon plays Neasa, Ian’s girlfriend and
the mother of his child. She said the role was emo-
tionally challenging for her.

“Neasa has built her life into a partnership with
Ian, so when he out of the blue says that their
relationship is over, she feels devastated, and like
she should have seen this coming,” she said. “I’ve
been in that place where you know that this per-
son that you love is leaving no matter what, but
you want to walk away having been totally hon-
est. Neasa doesn’t want to ever look back on her
breakup with Ian and wonder ‘what if?’”

Port City presents “Shining City” Friday-Saturday,
Feb. 27-28, March 6-7 and 13-14, and Tuesday,
March 10, at 8 p.m.; with Saturday matinees March
7 and 14 at 2 p.m. Port City Playhouse is located at
1819 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA 22302. Tick-
ets are $18 regular and $16 for students/seniors/
military. Visit the website at
www.portcityplayhouse.org.

Entertainment
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Exp. 3/31/15

drinkers: dinner, wine and other beverages will be
served. $40. RSVP to roberthayjr@gmail.com.
Send checks to Robert Hay, ASCC, 300 N.
Washington St #205, Alexandria VA 22314 or
visit https://shop.alexandriava.gov/ to make
payment.

Opening Reception. 7-9 p.m. at Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Local area
artists express their dreams through their art in
“DREAM ON!” Visit www.thedelrayartisans.org
or call 703-838-4827.

MARCH 6-29
“DREAM ON!” Runs through Sunday, March 29 at

Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave., Alexandria Local area artists use any
media to explore and express their dreams in the
“DREAM ON!” exhibit at Del Ray Artisans
gallery. Using their imaginations, artists
interpret their dreams—from weird to
wonderful, scary to surreal. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call 703-838-
4827.

SATURDAY/MARCH 7
Country-Western Dance. 6:30-9:30 p.m. at

Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710 North Chambliss
St., Alexandria. The Northern Virginia Country-
Western Dance Association will hold a dance
with a lesson at 6:30 p.m. and open dancing, 7-
9:30 p.m. A DJ provides music. Couples and
singles welcome. Admission for NVCWDA
members $10; non-members $12; children
under 18 accompanied by a paying adult $5.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free. BYO refreshments.
Visit www.nvcwda.org or call 703-860-4941.

Live Music. 7 p.m. at St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Church, 8531 Riverside Road, Alexandria. Focus
presents folk singer/songwriter Peter Mayer,
with guest Doug Alan Wilcox. $18 general, $15
in advance at www.focusmusic.org.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 7-8
Thomas Lynch, Poet-Undertaker. Saturday,

5:30 p.m.; Sunday, 8:30, 9:45, and 11:15 a.m.

at Aldersgate Church, 1301 Collingwood Road,
Alexandria. Thomas Lynch, author and
inspiration behind the HBO series “Six Feet
Under” will speak at Aldersgate Church. There
will be a question/answer session and book
signing at Aldersgate on Sunday, March 8, 12:30
p.m. $10 per person, pre-registration required at
www.aldersgate.net/lynch.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 7-22
March150. Through Sunday, March 22 in the

Target Gallery at Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
St., Alexandria. The exhibition will feature
200+ works of original art by local arts, all
created on 10" square panels and sold for $150
each, until the night of the Art Party on March
20, when all the work is discounted to $100.
Visit torpedofactory.org/event/march-150/ for
more.

SUNDAY/MARCH 8
International Women’s Day at Ten

Thousand Villages. Noon-6 p.m. at 915 King
St., Alexandria. Shoppers can find the perfect
fair trade gift for the women in their lives; that
gift was most likely made by one of the
thousands of female artisans working with Ten
Thousand Villages; on March 8 the store will
donate a portion of the day’s sales to the City of
Alexandria’s programs combating domestic
violence. Visit
www.alexandria.tenthousandvillages.com for
more.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 11
Illustrated Lecture. 7:30 p.m. at Lloyd House,

220 N. Washington St., Alexandria. First Ladies
of the Civil War, an illustrated lecture exploring
the lives of Varina Howell Davis and Mary Todd
Lincoln as First Ladies, wives, mothers, and
widows, will be presented by Kelly R. Hancock,
Manager of Education and Programs, The
American Civil War Museum and White House
of the Confederacy. Free. Call 703-746-4554.

Entertainment
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can be rezoned so easily in favor a devel-
oper.

The way this process worked has left me
very frustrated. Something has to change.

Jeanne Harley
Alexandria

Winners and Losers
To the Editor:

The Woodbine memory care facility
sharply focuses two key contrasts in politi-
cal theory, rights of neighborhoods versus
wellbeing of “the whole” and whether zon-
ing is discretionary or inherent.

Most area jurisdictions have a mix of at-
large and district representation, precisely
because any at-large decision-making re-
gime is structurally skewed toward giving
greater weight to the interests of the whole.
But every decision amounts to a realloca-
tion with winners and losers; someone is
prevailed upon to give up something sup-
posedly for the overall public interest.
Lately, as with the Woodbine memory care
rezoning, City Council consistently has [ad-
versely impacted] neighborhoods “for the
good of the whole.” Many who spoke rep-
resented the interests of those benefiting
from the memory care facility, even if they
had to pretend away the immediate impact
on nearby properties.

Notwithstanding City Council’s two-hour
long debate charade, the Woodbine deci-
sion had been made before the first person
testified. So, when Vice Mayor Allison
Silberberg pressed the point no one could
cogently refute as to why a lot unsuited to
even four single-family homes is somehow
suited for a 75,000 sq. ft. facility, staff could
only give the answer the six in-favor votes
on the dais wanted, the risible notion that
the four single-family homes were denied
relying upon the zoning, as if special use
permits shredding zoning are not rubber
stamped en masse almost every time City
Council meets.

City Council’s six-vote override of the
neighbors’ petition was a cudgel to silence
Silberberg’s question for which there was
no coherent answer to pass the laugh test.

Is zoning something the authorities may
impose as an optional property protection,
then later repeal, revise, exempt, except,
etc.? Is it just there to extract “voluntary”
proffers from developers, in exchange for
waiving the zoning via “development spe-
cial use permits,” to benefit the community
as a whole rather than the neighbors whose
property is burdened by the development
undertaken in conflict with the prior zon-
ing? Or does zoning, once it has been in
place long enough, “run with the land” as a
“property right,” a vested part of the
property’s regulatory framework allowing
property owners the rightful enjoyment of
their property? If the latter, any change like
the Woodbine rezoning is, in effect, a “regu-
latory taking” of some of the nearby prop-
erties’ inherent value.

Economists, who talk about “internaliz-
ing all costs,” would view development de-
cisions like the Woodbine rezoning as pre-
vailing upon the impacted neighbors to
“subsidize” the benefit that would accrue
to the community as a whole, just as taking

someone’s land for a new road, school, or
sanitation facility benefits the community
as a whole, but requires “just compensation”
to the land owner for his/her loss. Some
city councilors conceded impact upon the
neighborhood — indeed it would be diffi-
cult not to given the point Silberberg
pressed.

This question could be teed up in court,
but forcing the neighborhood residents to
go this route would defeat the purpose of
good government. The City Council could
concede, quite straight-forwardly the Wood-
bine rezoning’s impact on nearby proper-
ties and offer monetary compensation. City
hall could even have pressed Woodbine to
compensate the city so as not to add to the
tax burden. The nearby residents who peti-
tioned against the rezoning would have no
basis for complaint. Instead of being ex-
ploited to subsidize something for general
public benefit, they would be fairly com-
pensated, their legitimate objections ac-
knowledged and addressed in a way that
brings closure rather than resentment.

A fair, competent city government would
understand things in this way. The cost
would be relatively small for the public
policy benefit it could engender.

 Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Leasing $200 Million
Asset for $0.25 a Year
To the Editor:

Currently 36.3 acres of Alexandria’s
Cameron Run Park (4001 Eisenhower Ave.)
are leased to the Northern Virginia Parks
Authority (“NOVA Parks”) where they op-
erate a water slide, Wave Park, mini golf,
batting cages and ancillary facilities. The
current 40-year lease expires in six years.
NOVA Parks would apparently like to add
one or more attractions to the park but un-
derstandably would like a lease extension,
or a new lease, before incurring that expen-
diture. One current suggestion is that a new
lease might be signed on the same terms as
the

current one: $10 total rent for 40 years
($0.25 a year). If true, that would appear
to be a very favorable arrangement for
them, given that more than one appraiser
has estimated the 36-plus acres, if unen-
cumbered, could well be worth in excess of
$200 million. By comparison, our city has
assessed the improvements made by NOVA
Parks as being worth $1.5 million.

Despite the lease of our park apparently
being a very profitable venture for NOVA
Parks, Alexandria also makes an annual per
capita contribution to the organization; that
will amount to $652,000 in the current fis-
cal year. Our residents do get a discount on
some park fees; for example a $15 daily use
fee is discounted to $14.75.

Given the extent and value of this prop-
erty, many have suggested that additional
and/or alternative uses ought to be consid-
ered and evaluated before any new lease is
pursued. It has also been stressed that, at
present, the City Council can approve a new
lease without the necessity of holding any
public hearing on the matter. It has been
suggested that they are under increasing

pressure to do so.
In response to the above, there is cur-

rently a petition circulating in the commu-
nity simply requesting that our City Coun-
cil “Establish and Appoint a Cameron Run
Regional Park Advisory Group to Indepen-
dently Consider and Evaluate All Aspects
of Any Proposed Lease of Cameron Run Park
Land As Well as Any Potential Alternative
and/or Additional Uses.”

This is not an effort to reduce the ameni-
ties which the park offers but rather is an
effort to ensure we maximize its use and
value to our community and that any re-
lated lease is not signed behind closed doors
but only after a reasonable and appropri-
ate public hearing.

Those wishing to support this request may
do so by signing the petition which can be
accessed at www.gopetition.com and then
searching for “Cameron Park” which will
lead you to the petition.

Don Buch
Alexandria

Working Against
Homelessness
To the Editor:

The Partnership to Prevent and End
Homelessness in the City of Alexandria,
wishes to thank the mayor and the City
Council for adopting the “Strategic Plan to
Prevent and End Homelessness in the City
of Alexandria, VA” (2014-2020) presented
on Jan. 27. This action, combined with
Mayor Euille joining the National Mayor’s
Pledge to End Veteran Homelessness, and
the adoption of other human service stra-
tegic plans, solidifies the city’s commitment
to continue to strengthen its efforts to pre-
vent and end homelessness.

The newly adopted Strategic Plan goals
align with the City Council’s Strategic Plan
initiatives and “Opening Doors: Federal
Strategic Plan to Prevent and End
Homelessness.” The four main goals are to
(1) increase leadership, collaboration, and

See Letters,  Page 21

By Amber Nightingale

Associate State Director

AARP Virginia

I
f you are like most Americans, you
want to continue living in your cur-
rent home and community as long

as you can. But are you and your home
a “good fit”? Will you be able to enjoy
your home and will it continue to meet
your needs as your lifestyle and abilities
change?

It’s always better to plan ahead rather
than wait for a crisis. Unfortunately, most
people don’t discuss or think about the

livability of their home
until something hap-
pens, such as managing
a broken leg in a house
full of stairs. Usually,
the crisis makes it ob-

vious they are living in a place that might
need some modifications to make it work
for them.

Summer and fall, before the winter
frost sets in, are the ideal time to make
home improvements. Here are eight
simple questions to get you thinking
about whether your home meets your
current — and future — livability needs.

❖ Is there at least one step-free en-
trance into the home?

❖ Are the doorways and hallways wide
enough for a wheelchair to pass?

❖ Do the doorknobs and faucets have
lever handles, which are easier to use
than rounded knobs?

❖ Are there grab bars in the bathroom,
or has the wall been reinforced so they
can be added?

❖ Does the bathtub or shower have a

non-slip sur-
face?

❖ Can light
switches, elec-
trical outlets
and thermo-
stats easily be
reached, even
from a seated
position?

❖ Are there
secure handrails on both sides of stair-
ways?

❖ Can the windows be opened with
minimum effort?

While some of these improvements,
like widening doorframes, might require
major repairs, many solutions can be as
easy and low-cost as adding an inexpen-
sive floor mat to provide a non-slip bath-
room surface, or installing lever handles.

To find out more about making your
home fit your needs join Senior Services
of Alexandria at its March speaker se-
ries. They are partnering with AARP, Al-
exandria Office on Housing and Rebuild-
ing Together Alexandria for a “HomeFit”
Workshop on Wednesday, March 11,
9:30 a.m.-noon at Westminster Presby-
terian Church, 2701 Cameron Mills Road
in Alexandria. The event is free and open
to the public. It will be a very informa-
tive event to learn how small changes in
your home can make a big difference.
To register go to
www.seniorservicesalex.org or call 703-
836-4414, ext 10.

For a complete assessment of your
home, you can also visit the American
Occupational Therapy Association
(http://www.aota.org/) or the National
Association of Home Builders
(www.nahb.org). Get more home tips
from AARP’s Home Fit Guide, to order,
call 1-888-OUR-AARP and ask for Stock
#D18959.

A Home for a Lifetime
Are you and your
home a “good fit?”

Senior

Services of

Alexandria
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Wednesday, March 4, 2015
from 9:30 AM to 11:00 AM

~ Parents Only ~

Open House

Montessori School of Alexandria
6300 Florence Lane,

Alexandria, VA 22310
703-960-3498

montessorischoolofalexandria.com

MSA: Where
exceptional

learning begins.
“Come watch children

  working with joy”
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civic participation; (2) increase
access to stable and affordable
housing; (3) increase economic
and health security; and (4) retool
the homeless crisis response sys-
tem.

The adoption of the Strategic
Plan came on the eve of this year’s
annual Point in Time (PIT) count
of persons experiencing
homelessness. This count, con-
ducted nationwide during the last
10 days of January provides a one-
night snapshot of the extent and
nature of homelessness in the City
of Alexandria, including the
unduplicated number, characteris-
tics, and service needs of sheltered
and unsheltered persons as de-
fined by the Department of Hous-
ing & Urban Development (HUD).
The data collected is used to de-
velop strategies, evaluate the effi-
cacy of programs, inform funding
decisions, and identify gaps in the
homeless services continuum of
care. The data for the 2015 PIT
count will not be available until
late spring, but we anticipate de-
clining numbers as the city’s count
has decreased from 352 persons
in 2012 to 267 in 2014. Our plan
to end homelessness is working,
and our efforts are showing suc-
cess.

The Partnership to Prevent and
End Homelessness in the City of
Alexandria is Alexandria’s Con-
tinuum of Care, a collaborative
group representing public and pri-
vate stakeholders providing ser-
vices and/or resources to persons
experiencing or at risk of
homelessness in the City of Alex-
andria. The Partnership ensures
the planning, coordination and
implementation of an effective and
efficient system-wide response to
homelessness within the City of
Alexandria. We invite interested
individuals, businesses, faith com-
munities, and other nonprofits to
join us in making the Partnership’s
vision that “within the City of Al-
exandria no one should be with-
out a safe, suitable, and stable
place to call home” a reality. To
learn more, please contact Nan
Goodwin, Continuum of Care Lead
staff, at nan.goodwin
@alexandriava.gov.

Pamela L. Michell
Chair, Governing Board

Partnership to Prevent and End
Homelessness

Members of The Partnership to Prevent
and End Homelessness in the City of Al-
exandria include: Alexandria DCHS/
Center for Aging and Adult Services,
Alexandria DCHS/Center for Economic
Support, Alexandria DCHS/Center for
Children and Families, Alexandria City
Public Schools, Alexandria Code En-
forcement, Alexandria Community
Services Board, Alexandria Department
of Health, Alexandria Domestic Violence
Program, Alexandria Fire and EMS De-
partment, Alexandria Housing
Development Corporation, Alexandrians

Involved Ecumenically, Alexandria
Neighborhood Health Services, Inc., Al-
exandria Office of Housing, Alexandria
Police Department, Alexandria Redevel-
opment & Housing Authority, Bridges to
Independence, Carpenter’s Shelter,
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Ar-
lington, Christ Church Lazarus Ministry,
Community Lodgings, Inc., Community
representatives, Diocese of Arlington -
Christ House Men’s Shelter, Friends of
Guest House, Homeless Consumer Rep-
resentatives, INOVA Alexandria
Hospital, JobLink/Workforce Invest-
ment Board, K.I. Services, Inc., New
Hope Housing, Inc., Northern Virginia
Affordable Housing Alliance, Offender
Aid and Restoration, Partnership for a
Healthier Alexandria, Salvation Army
Transitional Housing, Veterans Admin-
istration-Northern Virginia, Wesley
Housing Development Corporation and
Virginia Department of Corrections

Appreciates
Good Samaritans
To the Editor:

On Sunday, Feb. 22, en route to
evensong at St. Paul’s, I was park-
ing my Acura in Old Town when
the car got stuck in the snow and
ice.

My efforts to get clear failed, and
I had foolishly left my cell phone
at home. A family of Good Samari-
tans, a father and two young teen-
agers, were providentially nearby
and shoveled the car out and
pushed it onto the street. These
unknown good neighbors have my
sincere gratitude. They put the
Golden Rule into practice!

Anne Bradford
Alexandria

Conflict over
Fort Ward Park
To the Editor:

Fort Ward Park and the recently
approved Fort Ward Management
Plan has become an issue of con-
cern for residents on the West End.
A small group of residents repre-
senting descendants of those who
once lived at the abandoned fort
after the Civil War opposed City
Council adoption of the Manage-
ment Plan alleging a litany of dis-
trust of city staff, but also raising
concerns this is a continuation of
a pattern of racial injustice dating
back to the 1950s and ‘60s.

Since 2008 The Fort Ward and
Seminary African American De-
scendants Society and the Semi-
nary Civic Association have been
outspoken and made costly de-
mands of city officials. They have
aggressively advocated the city
find all of the graves in the 35-acre
park. They also want the city staff
to notify them in advance of any
surface disturbing activities in the
park that may uncover a possible
grave, so they can monitor the ac-
tivity. They demand the city take
steps to reduce storm water flow
from the adjacent park land

through the historic Oakland Bap-
tist Church Cemetery and nearby
grave sites. They also were out-
raged when the city announced
the release of a report document-
ing the African American settle-
ment at Fort Ward. The descen-
dant groups believed the report
was potentially biased and felt
they had an agreement with the
city to work with them “to tell our
story, not theirs.”

Underlying their resentment is
a long list of alleged mistreatment
by the City of Alexandria dating
back to the 1950s. They claim their
ancestors were manipulated and
mistreated and their properties
confiscated by the city for both
Fort Ward Park as well as T.C. Wil-
liams High School.

The descendant groups were
represented on the Ad Hoc Fort
Ward Park and Museum Stake-
holder Advisory Group recom-
mending the management plan.
They repeatedly prolonged the
process by claiming they did not
have enough time to prepare com-
ments or staff did not consult with
them ahead of time. Basically the
descendant groups are seeking
veto power over the operation,
maintenance and presentation of
African American history at the
historic park.

City taxpayers have spent close
to $1,000,000 on ground penetrat-
ing radar, shovel tests, drainage
plans and archaeology, genealogy
and history studies documenting
the location of buildings, home
sites, gravesites and an early Afri-
can American school. Often these
studies generated more distrust
and disagreement between the
descendant groups and contrac-
tors and staff. The growing costs
however have resulted in less
funding for grass mowing, ad-
dressing soil and drainage prob-
lems, removing tree stumps, plant-
ing trees and restoring the fenced
maintenance and storage yard
back to the park.

The mayor, City Council mem-
bers and city staff have worked
closely with the descendant group
to resolve apparent issues, but to
no avail.

The issues regarding Fort Ward
are complicated and will ulti-
mately be addressed. Over a two-
year period the Advisory Group
wrestled with many of the issues
and to their credit produced a
management plan adopted by the
City Council. The mayor and City
Council have an important role to
play in moving ahead and struc-
turing a process that is fair, re-
spectful of others and equitable to
all stakeholders, not just the Afri-
can American descendant groups.

Dave Cavanaugh
Alexandria
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NASA Administrator Encourages Jefferson-Houston Students
From Page 3

auditorium that he had a couple pieces of
advice, but that he’d keep it short so that
he could answer more of their questions.
He told the students to study hard, no mat-
ter what they wanted to do, and to never
be afraid of failure. Bolden told them that
was a lesson he learned from Ronald
McNair, one of the first African American
astronauts. Bolden said McNair inspired
him not to succumb to his own self-doubts.

While Bolden presented the children with
some general background information, no-
tably about growing up in the segregated
south and how difficult that made getting
into the Naval Academy, most of his time at

Jefferson-Houston was focused around an-
swer questions from the students. “Are as-
tronauts for real?” asked one student.

“I hope so,” said Bolden. “I was one.”
Bolden was a test pilot in the Navy be-

fore becoming a space shuttle pilot, flying
missions on the Columbia and Discovery,
and eventually becoming a mission com-
mander. Bolden was appointed by President
Obama to be the administrator of NASA in
2009.

“Look around you. We have lots of races
and cultures and creeds. The space shuttled
allowed all of us to go into space,” he said.

While Bolden showed the students foot-
age from onboard the International Space

Station, he told them that he was never able
to go on board, it was after his time flying
missions. But he told the students that some
of them would go to the International Space
Station, and there was a chance some of
them will go to Mars. Bolden estimated it
would be 15 or 20 years before he says
NASA will be confident enough in the safety
of the mission to send a mission to Mars.

Despite a hopeful question from one stu-
dent, Bolden said he’d never had an extra-
terrestrial experience, but said that NASA
was still looking for it on Mars.

“When you go to Mars, don’t assume life
will look like us,” Bolden advised the stu-
dents. “A microbe, one cell, that’s still life.”

Bolden stayed in the auditorium after the
presentation to take photos with students
and answer their questions about the space
program. Pamela Chance, the Jefferson-
Houston parent who set the program up,
said she’d heard Bolden was a nice man and
figured it wouldn’t hurt to reach out to
NASA and see if he could arrange a visit to
the school. Chance figured Bolden’s presti-
gious status would work in her advantage.

“The pretty girl doesn’t get asked much
to the dance,” Chance said. “He was a kind
man, so I wasn’t surprised when he said yes.
NASA coming here presents more inspira-
tion than almost anything in the classrooms
can.”

From Page 1

Non-profit Organizations Unite for City Budgeting

Breakdown of Alexandria’s nonprofit organizations

in the city have met in a series of meetings
to present a unified message to the coun-
cil.

“We’ve been organizing non-profit devel-
opment housing and human services pro-
viders to come around the budget season
and evaluate the needs in the community,”
said Michelle Krocker, executive director for
the Northern Virginia Affordable Housing
Alliance, “[We look at] what is being pro-
posed in the budget and comment on it,
either to thank City Council or to make rec-
ommendations for further funding.”

According to Debra Collins, deputy city
manager, the process was a bit more cha-
otic in years past. The non-profits were di-
vided and the pool of funding was broken
up based on the types of services offered by
the non-profits. Some funding would go to
housing groups, some funding would go to
organizations that provided food. But the
reality of the non-profit world is that the
responsibilities of these groups aren’t as
cleanly divided, and when the non-profits
were pitted against each other to compete
for funding, they all lost.

“Last year, [then City Manager] Rashad
Young told us that if we wanted to have
any kind of impact, we couldn’t come in
while the cake was in the oven,” said the
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Smoot, executive direc-
tor of the Northern Virginia branch of Habi-
tat for Humanity. “So the strategy for this
budget cycle is to talk over what we see as
needs and priorities that we put together
as a formal letter to the council in March.
Then what we would do is seek to make
individual appointments, a couple of us
going together to each council member, to
get their ideas and feedback to help us work
together [with the council].”

Over the years, Krocker says Alexandria’s
non-profit organizations have seen their
work transition from independent organi-
zations in competition to a more collabora-
tive ecosystem, and the new approach at
funding is an attempt at representing that.

“Rather than everyone performing the
same activity, [the non-profits] organize
themselves into activities that are comple-
mentary,” said Krocker. “There are two ma-
jor homeless shelters in the city, but one

Report, Alexandria is the fourth largest location in Vir-
ginia in amount of revenue generated by non-profits and
in expenditures.

The key message for the 2016 fiscal year seems to be
asking City Council to hold the line on funding to
nonprofits.

 “It’s a tough environment because the city has very little
money,” said Smoot. “It’s a constrained budget year. Ev-
erybody wants a big piece of that, whether its schools or
infrastructure or the 10-year plan for capital improvements.
It’s all really expensive stuff, and the council has a diffi-
cult job with decreasing commercial revenue.”

In addition to funding, the coalition is asking the City
Council to take further steps towards strategic land use
redevelopment. According to Carol Jackson, director of
the Alexandria Housing Development Corporation, there
are several empty parcels of land owned by the city that
the nonprofits hope to convert into affordable housing.
One parcel, originally under contract to the Community

ter Shelter, New Hope Housing, Friends of
Guest House, Community Lodging, Rebuild-
ing Together Alexandria, and Habitat for
Humanity.

Last year, the city approved over $2 mil-
lion in grants. According to Collins, the
funding to non-profits has an extraordinar-
ily high return of investment and minimizes
the cost to the city for human services. Ac-
cording to the Alexandria Nonprofit Impact

focuses more on families and the other fo-
cuses on individuals. These are very differ-
ent needs. ALIVE has a very robust food pro-
gram and food delivery, they deliver to some
of the people that live in affordable hous-
ing that non-profit developers build.”

The unofficial coalition’s membership in-
cludes the Alexandria Housing Develop-
ment Corporation, Healthy Alexandria,
Bridges to Independence, ALIVE!, Carpen-

Services Board, had been used as a group
home for clients before that department lost
funding and had to discontinue use of the
site. The lot has been vacant since and the
coalition will be asking City Council to al-
low a non-profit to begin using the site as a
group home again. Smoot also said he
hoped the city would consider relaxing zon-
ing in certain housing areas to increase den-
sity to create more affordable housing
space.

On the city side of this change, the city
manager’s office is currently in the process
of updating the 2008 Needs Assessment of
the Alexandria Human Services System. The
Alexandria Fund for Human Services
(AFHS), a program under Community and
Human Services, has also moved towards
providing grants on a three-year cycle rather
than annually. According to Collins, the
AFHS will also specifically target non-prof-
its that emphasize collaboration with other
groups.

“As a human service provider, the fact that
the city may change what used to be the
community partnership fund to the human
service fund, a multi-year grant, that’s some-
thing we’ve been arguing for,” said Michael
O’Rourke, director of Bridges to Indepen-
dence, formerly the Arlington-Alexandria
Coalition for the Homeless. “Our clients
sometime span years, so to make it a mul-
tiple-year grant: we think that’s the way to
go and we’re happy about that.”
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From Page 1

Council Approves Zoning Amendment 6-1

Map with the Woodbine Memory Care Center location outlined in red.

Rendering of the proposed Memory Care Center, southbound on King
Street.
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majority of the opposition to the
facility was centered. More than
50 speakers on both sides of the
issue lined up to voice their ap-
proval or concerns.

Proponents of the facility spoke
about the need for living options
accessible to Alexandrians suffer-
ing from dementia and
Alzheimer’s disease.

“This facility is really needed,”
said Tim Bloeckl. “We’ve read ev-
ery letter on this case and I just
don’t see a compelling reason not
to approve this facility. There are
between 200 and 300 citizens in
the city who may have this dis-
ease. I think the pros outweigh the
cons.”

Jack Taylor, president of Alex-
andria Toyota, offered the most
moving testimony for the propo-
nents of the project.

“I have Parkinson’s disease, and
Parkinson’s can often turn into dementia,”
said Taylor. He described watching a friend,
who had lived all his life in Alexandria,
forced to move elsewhere when his memory
failed, “There’s a huge demand for beds and
there’s no supply … When the time comes,
I want to know that there’s a facility that
can take care of me, and maybe I’ll get a
discount at [Ivy Hill] cemetery.”

Others expressed similar frustration at
inadequate memory care capacities in Al-
exandria.

“People diagnosed with dementia need
specialized care,” said Alan Dubow, vice
president of Capital Health Solutions. “The
closest facility is Annandale, which is com-
pletely full.”

According to city staffer James Roberts,
the project’s planners have taken steps to
make the facility as unobtrusive as possible.
The building is 55 feet away from the prop-
erty line, far more than the necessary 20
feet, and has scaled down the height and
added a flat roof to reduce its visibility. Al-
lowable height in an RB zone is typically
45 feet, but one of the proffers limited this
height to 35 feet.

Many in opposition expressed concerns
that spot-rezoning in this location would
open the doorway for rezoning in other
parts of the city.

“Rezoning a residential area has huge
ramifications,” said John Harley, noting that
this type of rezoning has only happened
twice since 1992 and never in the past 11
years. “We should follow the 1992 master
plan and zoning codes … this sets a dan-
gerous precedent.”

On page three of the 1992 Master Plan’s
section on land use, it says that areas of the
city currently zoned residential should re-
main zoned residential use at no higher than
their current density.

While critics of the plan were concerned
that rezoning of the residential property
would set a dangerous precedent for future
rezoning, Acting Director of Planning and
Zoning Karl Moritz said that the decision

wouldn’t have the city-wide precedent that
most of the citizens feared it would.

“Precedent here is relatively limited and
could not be automatically applied to other
situations,” said Moritz. “We would have to
evaluate each [rezoning] circumstance in-
dividually … each parcel has a story to tell
and its own background.”

But while none of the opponents argued
that there wasn’t a need for greater care to
those suffering from memory ailments,
many questioned whether this facility was
actually going to benefit Alexandrians. The
cost per month to live at the facility is ex-
pected to be approximately $8,000 per
month or $96,000 per year. According to
the “Alexandria of Our Future” report, a part
of the 2013-2017 Strategic Plan on Aging,
the average annual median household in-
come in Alexandria for ages 65-74 is
$65,800, or $62,800 for those above 75.
Even with two of the 66 units marked as
affordable housing at $57,600, it raised
questions about whom the memory care
development was really serving.

“It’s only two units, but it’s two more than
we have today,” said M. Catharine Puskar,
an attorney representing the developer.
“The average stay in the facility is 1.5 years,
people keep their loved ones at home as
long as they can. So over 20 years, those
two beds would serve over 20 individuals.”

The affordable housing units originally
had a 20-year limit, but after urging from
the council, Puskar said the developer
would be willing to take that limit off and
simply make those units affordable for the
lifetime of the facility.

Mayor William Euille acknowledged that
the “affordable housing” argument from the
developer felt hollow.

“The discount for the two units is not in-
spiring to me,” said Euille. “It’s not going
to make or break the deal.”

Some of the cosmetic changes have cre-
ated more problems than they seem to have
solved. According to Moritz, the flat roof
design was chosen by the project architects
to minimize the site’s visual impact. Some
of the building’s opponents said the flat roof
was unsightly, Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg
even likened it to Soviet Bloc architecture.
Silberberg also criticized the staff’s judg-
ment that the site was appropriate for a
memory care center but rejected a proposal
to build four homes on the site in 2005.

“The standards of approval are different,”
said Moritz. “Homes need to occupy greater
amounts of land, especially single family
homes.”

The final major concern for opponents to
the facility was the additional traffic on that
stretch of King Street.

“Parking and traffic is not a potential

problem,” said Jim Morrell, “it is
an existing one with Woodbine.
[Woodbine] staff regularly parks
on Melrose Street [one of the ad-
jacent streets]. This facility adds
additional entrance and exits on
King Street.”

Some opponents to the site re-
quested the city conduct their own
traffic study on the facility, but ac-
cording to city staff, independent
studies aren’t required for sites
where there are less than 50 an-
ticipated car trips during peak us-
age. According to the staff report,
residents of the memory care fa-
cility are unlikely to use vehicles
and King Street’s status as one of
the city’s principal arterials would
be sufficient to accommodate any
employee or visitor traffic with lim-
ited impact on nearby residential
areas.

Opponents of the project insisted
that they were not opposed to

memory care facilities or were against
Alexandria’s elderly population, but be-
lieved the development’s use as a memory
care center was clouding the judgment of
the city staff.

“Our city needs to consider all aspects of
this project,” said Alina Eldred. “This is not
the right location for this property. We want
to continue to be proud of our city and its
leadership.

The developer has packaged and mes-
saged this project as a vote for Alexandria
seniors, [but] the rezoning proposition is
fundamentally flawed … An out-of-town
developer can’t come in and dictate how
and where we care for our elderly.”

Alan Harwood proposed that the devel-
opment find an alternative site, namely at
Landmark Mall or Potomac Yard, but Euille
specifically cited in his vote in favor of the
development that those sites were private
property and the city could not dictate what
developers should build there.

“This is not my preferred site, but it’s vi-
tally needed, and if we miss this there may
not be an opportunity in the future for a
private developer to tackle this need,” said
Euille.

“This government will never have the
opportunity to fund a facility of our own …
This is not an easy decision, but we have to
tackle this opportunity.”

The vote required a supermajority vote,
meaning if two members of the board voted
no, the development would not proceed. In
council discussion of the rezoning,
Silberberg clearly voiced her opposition to
project, but the vote seemed to come down
to a conflicted Councilman John Chapman.

“This doesn’t fit the price range for many
Alexandrians,” said Chapman. “The
‘affordability’ piece is a tough pill to swal-
low … But growing up on that street, look-
ing at that parcel … I don’t believe this
changes the character of the neighborhood.”

With Chapman’s vote in favor of rezon-
ing, the rezoning proposal passed the City
Council in a 6-1 vote.
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T
he T.C. Williams boys’ basketball
team entered the Conference 7
tournament as the No. 2 seed,
but ended its season with an

upset loss to No. 7 South County, 59-55, in
the opening round on Feb. 19 in Alexan-
dria.

South County went on to win the confer-
ence championship.

Despite a disappointing end to the sea-
son, the Titans’ second-place
finish in the regular-season con-
ference standings under new
head coach Bryan Hill was an
improvement over last season,

when TC won just a handful of games.
Hill was recognized as Conference 7 co-

Coach of the Year, along with West
Potomac’s David Houston III.

Senior guard Andrew Hill received first-
team all-conference honors, and junior
guard Jordan Jones was named to the sec-
ond team.

Senior guard Curtis Jordan garnered hon-
orable mention.

TC Girls To Face
Chantilly

The T.C. Williams girls’ basketball team
will travel to face Chantilly at 7 p.m.on
Thursday, Feb. 26 in the opening round of
the 6A North region tournament.

The Titans received the No. 3 seed from
Conference 7 after being upset by South
County, 38-36, in the conference semifinals
on Monday in Alexandria.

T.C. Williams, led by head coach Kesha
Walton, entered the conference tournament
as the No. 2 seed and earned a regional
berth by defeating No. 7 Woodson in the
quarterfinals on Feb. 19.

T.C. Williams senior guard Rejoice Spivey
was named Conference 7 Player of the Year.
Teammate Bhrandi Crenshaw received sec-

TC High School

TC Boys Show Improvement Despite Upset Loss

Sports

Briefs

T.C. Williams senior Andrew Hill
earned first-team all-conference
honors for the 2014-15 season.

T.C. Williams junior Jordan Jones
received second-team all-confer-
ence recognition.

T.C. Williams senior Rejoice Spivey
was named Conference 7 Player of
the Year for the 2014-15 season.

Ajuanae Nelson and the
T.C. Williams girls’

basketball team will
face Chantilly in the

opening round of the 6A
North region tourna-

ment at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Feb. 26.

T.C. Williams boys’ basketball
coach Bryan Hill was named Con-
ference 7 co-Coach of the Year.
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T
.C. Williams High School held the
induction ceremony of the school’s
chapter of the National English

Honor Society on Jan. 27. Twenty-three stu-
dents and four members of T.C. Williams’
administration and faculty were inducted
at the ceremony, which featured a speech
by WAMU reporter Martin Di Caro, another
of the evening’s inductees, who congratu-
lated the students and urged them to keep
their minds open when considering future
experiences and careers.

The National English Honor Society is
open to high school students and select fac-
ulty who have demonstrated exceptional
ability in such areas as literary analysis,
media studies, composition, linguistic study,
and creative writing, and who have earned
a cumulative 3.75 in their high school En-
glish courses, with a 3.75 overall grade
point average. A national organization, the
National English Honor Society acknowl-

edges students who have shown extraordi-
nary academic success on a national level
and encourages them to further develop
their English studies and abilities, as well
as to pursue service opportunities. The
founder and advisor of T.C. Williams’ chap-
ter of the National English Honor Society is
Kirsten von Topel.

The T. C. Williams’ chapter of National
English Honor Society inductees are: Ella
Benbow, Anne-Marie Berens, Ismelda
Bustillo, Torian Cook, Joshua Ryan Habib,
Liza Harris, Saleh Hassen, Tasnim Sultana
Howlader, Akobi Hylton, Akie Kadota, Emily
Kiernan, Peter Laboy, Ayah Mahdi, Isabella
Miller, Dixy Ortiz Osorio, Giulia Pastore,
Elizabeth Quill, Savannah Ring, Will
Rossello, Lindsey Rust, Sophia Vassallo,
Lungiswa Vilakati, Nadia Zakula, T.C. Will-
iams English Teacher and Department Chair
Mark Eaton, T.C. Williams Academic Prin-
cipal Kathy Taylor, T.C. Williams Interna-

TC Celebrates National English Honor Society Induction

The T. C. Williams’ chapter of National English Honor Society induct-
ees.
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tional Academy Principal Danielle
Wierzbicki and T.C. Williams English

ond-team all-conference honors, and sopho-
more forward Keyana Roberts and senior
guard Dominique Smith garnered honor-
able mention.

West Springfield defeated South County
in the Conference 7 championship game.

Teacher and Department Chair Matthew
Zahn.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

If tomorrow 
were never to
come, it would
not be worth
living today.

-Dagobert Runes

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

EmploymentEmployment

Join the team of professionals
at a busy, progressive eye care practice 

in Burke, VA. Requires excellent 
communication skills, ability to multi-

task, attentive to details and work with a 
large volume of patients. Duties include 
answering phones, checking in patients, 
and assisting doctors. Experience with 

multi-functional databases required 
with billing and insurance a plus, 
(training available). Availability is 

Monday through Friday with additional 
Saturdays. Please fax your resume with a 
cover letter to 703-451-9291 or email to 

business@virginiaeyecare.com.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Editorial Assistant/Assistant Editor
Full-time assistant editor to help with all
aspects of producing award-winning weekly
newspapers, including daily web and social
media updates.
Must be a prolific, efficient, accurate
writer/rewriter with good basic knowledge
of AP style and clean copy. Self-starter with
excellent time management skills who can to
work independently and collaboratively with
strong organizational skills, high productivity,
attention to detail.  Exciting opportunity to
learn from excellent editors.
Essential Responsibilities:
Generating local content daily for print and
online, including calendar & entertainment
listings, news briefs, crime reports, business
briefs, school and education notes, faith notes,
photo galleries, etc.
Monitor never-ending email, prioritize,
download, edit, compile, post.
Community engagement, communication
with readers and sources. Continuously
seeking new sources of local information.
Copy editing, fact checking, familiarity with
AP Style.
Design and paginate weekly entertainment,
calendar and notes pages for multiple papers.
Update websites daily, post to social media.
Stay on top of local breaking news, work with
editor and reporters to update.
Help transition to digital first workflow.
Salary approximately $30K, health insurance,
paid vacation. Office is 2 blocks from King
Street Metro station. Free parking.
Send letter, resume, three clips or examples of
work to resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INVITATION TO BID NUMBER 15-01-07

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking proposals for the replacement/repair of the 
Stage Curtains at the following locations: John Adams Elemen-
tary School, Samuel Tucker Elementary School, Charles Bar-
rett Elementary School, William Ramsey Elementary School, 
and Francis Hammond Middle School.
Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 15-01-07 Stage 
Curtains & Related
Equipment will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 
1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
on or before 3:00 pm, March 24, 2015. The time of receipt shall 
be determined by the time clock stamp in the Procurement of-
fice. Proposals appropriately received will be opened and the 
names of the firms responding will be read aloud. RFP docu-
ments may be obtained at the above Procurement Office
or by calling 703-619-8162, or by downloading the RFP from 
the ACPS website at www.acps.k12.va.us, Administration, 
Financial Services, Procurement and General
Services, Current Bids and, Request for Proposals. All ques-
tions must be submitted before 1:00 p.m., March 13, 2015. If 
necessary, an addendum will be issued and posted to the 
ACPS web site. No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of 
ninety (90) days after the opening of proposals except as may 
be set forth in the RFP. ACPS reserves the right to cancel this 
RFP and/or reject any or all proposals and to
waive any informalities in any proposal.
Gerald W. Amacker (Jerry)
ACPS Senior Buyer

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INVITATION TO BID NUMBER 15-02-06

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking competitive bids from qualified Bidders to 
provide Network Switching and Wi-Fi Equipment.
Sealed Bids with the notation ITB# 15-02-06 Wide Area Net-
work Infrastructure Equipment will be received in the Central 
Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, March 20, 2015. 
The time of receipt shall be determined by the time clock 
stamp in the Procurement office. Bids appropriately
received will be opened and the names of the firms responding 
will be read aloud. Bid documents may be obtained at the 
above Procurement Office or by calling 703-619-8181, or
by downloading the ITB from the ACPS website at 
http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial-
services/purchasing/bids.php All questions must be submitted 
before 5:00 p.m., March 13, 2015. If necessary, an addendum 
will be issued and posted to the ACPS web site. No Bid may 
be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the opening of 
bids except as may be set forth in the ITB. ACPS reserves the 
right to cancel this ITB and/or reject any or all bids and to 
waive any informalities in any bid.
Chris Guy
Procurement Manager

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INVITATION TO BID NUMBER 15-02-07

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking competitive bids from qualified Bidders to 
provide Network Switching and Wi-Fi Equipment.
Sealed Bids with the notation ITB# 15-02-07 Network Switch-
ing and Wi-Fi Equipment, will be received in the Central Pro-
curement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, March 20, 2015. The 
time of receipt shall be determined by the time clock stamp in 
the Procurement office. Bids appropriately received
will be opened and the names of the firms responding will be 
read aloud. Bid documents may be obtained at the above Pro-
curement Office or by calling 703-619-8181, or by
downloading the ITB from the ACPS website at 
http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial- 
services/purchasing/bids.php
All questions must be submitted before 5:00 p.m., March 13, 
2015. If necessary, an addendum will be issued and posted to 
the ACPS web site. No Bid may be withdrawn for a period of 
sixty (60) days after the opening of bids except as
may be set forth in the ITB. ACPS reserves the right to cancel 
this ITB and/or reject any or all bids and to waive any
informalities in any bid.
Chris Guy
Procurement Manager

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS NUMBER 15-02-10

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking competitive proposals from qualified Offer-
ors to provide Internet Service.
Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 15-02-10 Internet 
Service will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 
1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
on or before 3:00 pm, March 20, 2015. The time of receipt shall 
be determined by the time clock stamp in the Procurement of-
fice. Proposals appropriately received will be opened and the
names of the firms responding will be read aloud. RFP docu-
ments may be obtained at the above Procurement Office or by 
calling 703-619-8181, or by downloading the RFP from the
ACPS website at http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial-
services/purchasing/bids.php
All questions must be submitted before 4:30 p.m., March 10, 
2015. If necessary, an addendum will be issued and posted to 
the ACPS web site. No Proposal may be withdrawn for a peri-
od of ninety (90) days after the opening of proposals except as 
may be set forth in the RFP. ACPS reserves the right to cancel 
this RFP and/or reject any or all offers and to waive any
informalities in any proposal.
Chris Guy
Procurement Manager

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS NUMBER 15-02-04

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking proposals for Roof Maintenance Services. 

There will be a non-mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference on 
March 4, 2015 at 10:30AM at Alexandria City Public Schools 
Central Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Conference Room 620-1 
, on the 6th floor, Alexandria, VA 22314. All Offerors interested 
in submitting a proposal for Roof Maintenance are encouraged 
to attend. 

Minimum experience required for any firm submitting a re-
sponse to this RFP, and for providing the services therein, is 
five(5) years. 

Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 15-02-04 Roof Main-
tenance will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 
1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
on or before 3:00pm, March 23, 2015. The time of receipt shall 
be determined by the time clock stamp in the Procurement Of-
fice. Proposals appropriately received will be opened and the 
names of the firms responding will be read aloud. RFP docu-
ments may be obtained at the Procurement Office or by calling 
703-619-8043, or by downloading the RFP from the ACPS 
website www.acps.k12.va.us, Administration, Financial Serv-
ices, Procurement and General Services - Current Bids and 
Request for Proposals. 
All questions must be submitted before 4:30pm, March 13, 
2015. If necessary, an addendum will be issued and posted to 
the ACPS website. 

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety(90) days after 
the opening of proposals except as may be set forth in the 
RFP. 

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any 
or all proposals and to waive any informalities in any proposal.

Sharon T Lewis MLS, VCO, CPM, CPPB
Director or Procurement & General Services

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications

will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:

RFP No. 00000515: Title: Architectural Design Services, 
Engineering Services and Construction Administration 

Services for Fire Station 203 RFP Closing Date and Time: April 
2, 2015, 4 p.m., prevailing local time

Pre-Proposal Conference: March 10, 2015
For general inquiries contact Michel F. Hauer, CPPO, CPPB, 

Acting Purchasing Agent at 703.746.4295.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all

proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any 
informalities or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY 

REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

25 Sales & Auctions 25 Sales & Auctions

PRIVATE SWORD
COLLECTION FOR SALE
Antique swords from the United 

States and United Kingdom. 
Call 703-371-1765

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

10 Storage

Wanted:
Garage to rent

for storage of an 
Antique/

Classic car.

Contact David 
703-765-8983 or 

speedwilson@cox.net

21 Announcements
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

ENGLISH/
FOREIGNERS BY 

SKYPE expert 
teacher learn at 

home $10 per hr. 
703-378-1714  Mary

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday by appointment only.

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

Great
Savings

Great
Security

Great
Service

Sales Hours: Mon – Fri: 9am – 9pm | Sat: 9am – 6pm | Sun: 12pm – 5pm 703-684-0700

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. $1,250 Cash Back from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. available on new 2015 Prius.
Customers can receive cash back from Toyota or can apply to down payment. Excludes plug-in models. See dealer for
details. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The
new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for
plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius
plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase.
Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/2/2015.

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. 0.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial
Services. Total financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.05 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k
miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See par-
ticipating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include
parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date
of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/2/2015.

*Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the Continental U.S. and Alaska.
**Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids. Valid only in the Continental United States and Alaska. 1-800-444-4195.

ToyotaCare
No Cost Service & Roadside

Peace of mind with every new vehicle.
Receive a no-cost maintenance plan*

and roadside assistance** with the purchase
or lease of every new Toyota. For two years or 25,000 miles,

whichever comes first, you and your new Toyota will be covered.

Finance a New 2015
Corolla LE Auto at 0.9%

APR for 60 months.
New 2015 Prius Liftback

$1,250 Cash Back

2/28/15 2/28/15 2/28/15

2/28/152/28/152/28/15

28 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
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