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In addition to viewing the craftwork of artists,
visitors to the 2014 Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Festival at Reston Town Center enjoyed music
of the South Lakes High School Orchestra.
Pictured are students Marisa Liles, Vanessa
Smith and Benjamin Bond.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

F
airfax Station resident
Steven Hunt, retired
U.S. Navy, put it bluntly:
“Votes count, words

don’t.” That was following a vote
in which all but two members of
the Fairfax County School Board
voted against an amendment to the
2015-2016 calendar that would
have made Veterans Day a school
holiday.

Hunt and Steve Martinez of
Fairfax, recently retired from the Air
Force, spoke before the School
Board in favor of the amendment
at the board’s March 26 meeting.

“Our nation realizes veterans de-
serve recognition and has set aside
a day specifically to do just that, the
eleventh of November, always the
eleventh,” Hunt said in his remarks.
“This should not be just another
school day.”

Martinez, who moved to North-
ern Virginia in 2010, said he was
“shocked” that Fairfax County would be “contradict-
ing state and federal law.”

The amendment, proposed by Springfield District
representative Elizabeth Schultz, would have given
students the day off on Nov. 11, as well as shifted a
teacher work day from the end of the school year in
June to the beginning in late August.

Shifting the schedule to accommodate these changes,
Schultz said, would even out the number of days in
each quarter in a year that starts unusually late due to
how Labor Day falls.

“A 37-day first quarter, 53-day second quarter; that
is as choppy and up and down as it gets,” said Schultz.
“We could have 43, 47, 47, 43. That’s pretty stable in
terms of grading, having a balanced calendar.”

But the more emotional case from Schultz came in
asking why veterans weren’t honored with a day off
from school the way Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr
and presidents are.

“We don’t refuse to teach our children about Martin
Luther King on Martin Luther King day because they’re
not there on Martin Luther King day,” she said.

Martinez made the same point in his remarks, say-
ing “It sends a very negative message to our students
that it is not as important as other holidays, such as
Columbus Day or Washington’s Birthday, and there-
fore should be corrected immediately.”

But other board members argued students had plenty
of opportunities to learn about and respect veterans
in a structured way. They gave examples of schools
around the county organizing large, well-attended
celebrations and remembrances that both educated stu-
dents on the meaning of Veterans Day and involved
more military parents and other veterans that had the
day off themselves.

“I’ve seen the power of this in the classroom,” said
Mount Vernon representative Dan Storck. “I see and
hear frequently from parents and students about what
they’ve learned that day, the benefit they receive from

having veterans come in there, how it makes it easier
for them to do that.”

Others opposed to the amendment called it “imprac-
tical” to re-arrange the calendar at this point and that
the month of November is already fairly jagged in terms
of days off school.

“It doesn’t work for attendance,” said Sully District
representative Kathy Smith. “We need to have more
continuity of instruction in November.” Braddock Dis-
trict representative Megan McLaughlin, who supported
the amendment, wasn’t convinced from her stance.
“Why do surrounding jurisdictions honor this federal
and state holiday and we don’t?” she said. “Is it that
we think we’re doing it better, the Fairfax way, that
somehow everyone else just doesn’t get it?”

Schultz reminded the board that the calendar had
not been published, and though it was scheduled to
be voted on at a meeting at the beginning of March
that was canceled due to snow, it was “exactly” the
time to make needed changes.

Steve Hunt agreed: “If it’s too far along,” he said,
“then why are they here?”

Schultz’s amendment was ultimately voted down;
the original calendar motion passed unanimously.

The Board also approved establishing a new Ad-
vanced Academic Program Center at Poplar Tree El-
ementary School. The aim is to relieve overcrowding
at close by Greenbriar West Elementary School.

Beginning in September, the new center will include
students from third and fourth grade. Rising fourth
grade students who attend the Advanced Academic
Program Center at Bull Run Elementary School, whose
base school is Cub Run Elementary School, will be able
to choose to stay at Bull Run or request a pupil trans-
fer to Poplar Tree.

For more information on the new Advanced Aca-
demic Program Center at Poplar Tree, call the Fairfax
County Public Schools Office of Communication and
Community Relations at 571-423-1200.

Still Honoring Vets in Schools
Fairfax County Public Schools Board votes down
calendar amendment to make Veterans Day a holiday.

U.S. Navy retiree Steve Hunt of Fairfax Station (left) and
U.S. Air Force retiree Steve Martinez (right) spoke at the
March 26 Fairfax County School Board meeting in favor of
making Nov. 11 a school holiday in honor of Veterans Day.

Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or reston@connectionnewspapers.com

SATURDAY/APRIL 11
Basic Internet and Microsoft

Office Tutoring for Adults. 1
p.m. Herndon Fortnightly Library,
768 Center Street, Herndon.
Schedule an appointment to get
one-on-one help with computers,
applications, and navigation of the
internet.

MONDAY/APRIL 13
Adults Writers Group. 7 p.m.

Herndon Fortnightly Library, 768
Center Street, Herndon. All levels
are invited. The group reviews
work-in-progress from up to 3
members each month.

Bulletin Board

To have community events listed in the Connection, send to herndon@
connectionnewspapers.com by the Friday prior to the following week’s paper.

T
wo “p”s become promi-
nent and problematic
this time of year: pol-

len and potholes. The Virginia
Department of Transportation
can at least do something about
the latter, if not the former.

“One of the busiest times for
filling is right as the winter ends,”
Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation spokesperson Jennifer
McCord said in an email. “The
constant freeze and thaw
throughout the winter usually
results in a burst of potholes.”

According to McCord, state
maintenance crews and contrac-
tors have already filled over
25,000 potholes in Northern Vir-
ginia; Virginia is on pace to match
its total of around 146,000 filled
last year statewide.

Repairing potholes fall under
the $256 million Northern Vir-
ginia maintenance program,
which also includes grass mow-
ing, patching, paving and snow
removal. That program covers

most roads in Fairfax, Loudoun
and Prince William Counties, as
well as interstates and primary
roads in Arlington.

Citizens can report an existing
pothole or file a claim if their ve-
hicle was damaged as a result of
encountering one. The Virginia
Department of Transportation
customer service line, open 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
is 800-367-7623 (ROAD), while
the website for reporting a prob-
lem is www.virginiadot.org/
travel/citizen.asp.

Claim-processing time can be
lengthy, McCord said, as the
claims department must exam-
ine factors such as whether or
not the pothole in question was
already scheduled for repair and
if there was reasonable time for
the repair to occur.

For more information about pot-
hole repair, visit www.virginiadot
.org/info/faq-potholes.asp.

— Tim Peterson

The Pothole Picture

Photo courtesy of Virginia Department of Transportation

Virginia Department of Transportation estimates
about 25,000 potholes have been repaired in North-
ern Virginia so far in 2015.
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Governor Terry McAuliffe announced that
Bechtel Corporation, one of the world’s largest
engineering, construction and project manage-
ment companies, will relocate 700 jobs to
Fairfax County from its Frederick, Md., opera-
tion as a result of global restructuring. The
company will invest $10 million in the Fairfax
County location as a result of the move.

Bechtel will lease up to 175,000 square feet
in the Reston area of Fairfax County for the ex-
pansion.

“This is the second time in less than four
years that we have had the pleasure of announc-
ing Bechtel job growth, which speaks volumes
about the confidence the company has in
Fairfax County as a business location,” said
Gerald L. Gordon, Ph.D., president and CEO of
the Fairfax County Economic Development
Authority (FCEDA). “Bechtel is a great corpo-
rate citizen, and we are delighted that the
company can take advantage of the business
assets and quality of life that the county offers.”

“Since relocating our global operational
headquarters to Reston in 2011, we have en-
joyed immense support from the business
community of Fairfax County and the Common-
wealth,” said Bechtel Chief Executive Officer
Bill Dudley. “Reston has proven to be an ideal
location for Bechtel. Conveniently situated be-
tween two airports, it facilitates international

and domestic travel, which is key to our busi-
ness, provides access to a highly skilled
workforce, and offers an enjoyable work/life
environment for our employees.” Dudley added
that the company also considered Texas and
Arizona.

Bechtel was the lead partner of Dulles Tran-
sit Partners, the contractor responsible for
building the first phase of the Metro Silver Line
with five stops in Fairfax County: four in Tysons
Corner and one in Reston. The company has
been active in community and civic affairs in the
county, with senior leaders serving in key roles
on northern Virginia boards and chambers of
commerce.

The FCEDA worked with the Virginia Eco-
nomic Development Partnership to secure the
project for Virginia. Governor McAuliffe ap-
proved a $500,000 grant from the Governor’s
Opportunity Fund to assist Fairfax County with
the project.

The governor also approved $4 million in
funds from the Virginia Economic Development
Incentive Grant (VEDIG). VEDIG was estab-
lished as a self-funded program of
performance-based incentives that the Com-
monwealth awards to exceptional economic
development projects with large numbers of
employees and very high wages relative to av-
erage wages for that particular area.

Bechtel to Expand in Reston

Founder’s Day
to be Celebrated

Reston Historic Trust (RHT) and Museum
will host Founder’s Day, celebrating Reston’s
51st anniversary and founder Robert E.
Simon. Jr.’s 101st birthday on Saturday,
April 11, 12 - 1:30 p.m. at Washington
Plaza, Lake Anne Village Center.

Elected officials representing Reston on
Capitol Hill, in Richmond and in Fairfax
County will participate in a fun game of
“Random Reston,” emceed by Reston’s own
Chuck Veatch. A variety of local talent will
provide musical entertainment. The dedi-
cation of commemorative bricks will be fol-
lowed by birthday cake and more music.

Founder’s Day raffle tickets are on sale
now, offering an opportunity to support the
Reston Historic Trust & Museum Endow-
ment Fund. This is your chance to win stun-
ning “inside out” diamond hoop earrings
valued at $2,500. These earrings, donated
by Aspen Jewelry Designs, contain 50 dia-
monds weighing 1.01 carats. Tickets are
$10 each, 3 for $25 and 7 for $50. They
can be purchased at the Museum, online at
restonmuseum.org or at the Wine Cabinet
at North Point Village Center. The drawing
will follow the celebration. You do not have
to be present to win.

Admission is free. For more information,
contact the Museum at 703-709-7700;
email restonmuseum@gmail.com or
visitwww.restonmuseum.org.

Serco Named
One of America’s
Best Employers

Forbes magazine announced its list of
“America’s Best Employers for 2015" and
Reston-based Serco Inc. was rated as the
top business services employer and one of
the top 40 overall best employers. Serco was
ranked #39 out of the 500 companies that
made the list.

Serco, a provider of business and profes-

sional services primarily to the U.S. govern-
ment, was also ranked #1 of all companies
in the Washington D.C. metro area.

“On behalf of the 10,000 Serco employ-
ees, we are honored to be named on the
Forbes list of America’s Best Employers. We
pride ourselves in creating a culture that
engages our people and makes Serco a great
place to work,” said Dan Allen, Serco’s
Chairman and CEO.

More information about Serco Inc. can be
found at www.serco-na.com.

Reston Hospital
Center to Host
Healthcare
Decisions Day

On Thursday, April 16, Reston Hospital
Center will be hosting a National Healthcare
Decisions Day event in the Main and Pavil-
ion II lobbies of the Reston Hospital Cen-
ter, 1850 Town Center Parkway. From 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. case management team will pro-
vide education and information about ad-
vanced planning. The community members
are invited to stop by during this event to
ask questions and obtain copies of an ad-
vanced directive.

April 16 has been designated National
Healthcare Decisions Day, a collaborative
effort of national, state and community or-
ganizations committed to ensuring that all
adults with decision-making capacity in the
United States have the information and
opportunity to communicate and document
their healthcare decisions. Our goal on
NHDD is to provide much-needed informa-
tion to the public, reduce the number of
tragedies that occur when a person’s wishes
are unknown, and improve the ability of
healthcare facilities and providers to offer
informed and thoughtful guidance about
advance healthcare planning to their pa-
tients.

For more information, visit Reston Hos-
pital Center’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/RestonHospital.

Week in Reston
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Send school notes to north@
connectionnewspapers.com by Friday.

From examining the genes in the
monkey flower, to exploring the Rev.
Martin Luther King’s political, social
and theological beliefs, to epilepsy
therapies, to sustainable tourism, 38
University of Virginia under-
graduates will pursue 36
grant-funded research projects this
summer. Thirty-five of the proposals
received Harrison Undergraduate
Research Awards and another stu-
dent has had his research
underwritten by the Stull family of
Dallas. This marks the 16th year of the
program, which helps further a key
component of the U.Va. student expe-
rience: hands-on research.

The research awards support stu-
dents who present detailed plans for
projects that have been endorsed by
a faculty mentor. In February, a Fac-
ulty Senate committee selected the
winners, who receive up to $3,000.
Faculty mentors who oversee the
projects receive $1,000.

This year’s Harrison Undergradu-
ate Research Award winners and
their research topics: include

❖ Emma Kitchen, 21, of
Herndon, a third-year distinguished
history major, is researching the 19th-
century naturalist Louis Agassiz, who

helped popularize science in America, in
order to shed light on the relationship
between science and society during an
important period in both American sci-
ence and the history of the theory of
evolution.

❖ Debbie Pan, 20, of Herndon, a
third-year biology and Spanish double
major, is researching the stability of
microDNA, small extrachromosomal cir-
cular DNA found in various tissues, in
order to characterize this newly discov-
ered type of DNA.

Four Fairfax County Public Schools
(FCPS) students have won national
awards in the 2015 Scholastic
Writing Awards Competition. Six-
teen FCPS students won regional Gold
Key awards, and 29 students won re-
gional Silver Key awards.

❖ Olivia Dabich of Marshall High
School for Flash Fiction, “A Defector and
Family’s Guide to the Aftermath of Defec-
tion from North Korea.” Dabich won a
Gold Key award for this entry in the re-
gional competition.

❖ Peiqi Wang of Carson Middle School
for Critical Essay, “A False Dichotomy:
Privacy and Security in the Digital Age.”
Wang won a Gold Key award for this
entry in the regional competition.

National Silver Medal award winners
were:

❖ Mei Baek of Thomas Jefferson High

School for Science and Technology
(TJHSST) for Poetry, “Grandmother.”
Baek won a Gold Key award for this
entry in the regional competition.

❖ Samiksha Kale of Kilmer Middle
School for Poetry, “3-2-1 Fun, My
Spark of Inspiration, The Jewel of
India, Wretched Soul.” Kale won a
Gold Key award for this entry in the
regional competition.

Regional Gold Key award winners
are:

❖ Colleen Flanagan of Herndon
High School for Poetry.

❖ Olivia Dabich of Marshall High
School for Short Story and Poetry.

❖ Tara Abrishami of TJHSST for
Poetry.

❖ Suzie Bae of TJHSST for Per-
sonal Essay-Memoir.

❖ Pooja Chandrashekar of TJHSST
for Writing Portfolio, Critical Essay,
and Personal Essay-Memoir.

❖ Richa Gupta of TJHSST for Po-
etry.

❖ Joyce Hong of TJHSST for Short
Story.

❖ Ahnaf Khan of TJHSST for Per-
sonal Essay-Memoir.

❖ Anna Weidman of TJHSST for
Personal Essay-Memoir.

❖ Jonathan Zheng of TJHSST for
Humor.

❖ Cleo Elizabeth-Robertson of
Woodson High School for Poetry.

School Notes

News

G
reater Reston Arts Center (GRACE) has
announced that more than two-hundred
artists across the nation have been noti-
fied of acceptance for the 24th annual

Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival (NVFAF) on Sat-
urday, May 16 and Sunday, May 17. Festival jurors
have selected artists in ten categories of fine art and
craft to exhibit and sell their works at GRACE’s event,
which is one of the largest independent outdoor art
festivals on the east coast, attracting crowds of
30,000 – 50,000 over two days.

GRACE will present NVFAF on the streets of Reston
Town Center with more than 200 booths featuring
original paintings, photography, mixed-media, sculp-
ture, jewelry and fine craft, plus live music perfor-
mances and much more for all tastes and ages. New
at the festival this year, GRACE’s free hands-on art
activities for children will take place in Reston Town
Center Pavilion while at Town Square Park, a monu-
mental public art sculpture by internationally re-
nowned earth artist, Patrick Dougherty, will be dis-
played. Dance performances choreographed to re-

spond to the sculpture will be presented during the
weekend by Reston Community Center, one of the
festival’s Signature Community Sponsors.

NVFAF booths are open for two days, rain or shine,
Saturday, May 16 from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. and Sun-
day, May 17 from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. at Reston Town
Center, at 11900 Market Street, Reston. The festival
begins with GRACE’s Festival Launch Party in the
Pavilion, sponsored by The M Group, on Friday, May
15 from 6 until 8:30 p.m. with food, entertainment,
a silent auction, plus a chance to mingle with the
artists in town for the big weekend event. Tickets
for the party are $75 per person. Weekend festival
admission is a voluntary donation of $5 per adult
which provides a program with map and dining cer-
tificates from local restaurants. For more informa-
tion, call GRACE at 703-471-9242 and visit their
website, www.restonarts.org.

The festival brings 200+
artists from around the
nation to Reston.

Fine Arts Festival Returns
May 16 & 17

The streets of
Reston Town
Center were full of
visitors seeing the
booths displaying
the crafts and
works of artists at
the last year’s
Northern Virginia
Fine Arts Festival.

Photo by Ryan Dunn/

The Connection

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite
snapshots of you with your Mom and The Connection will
publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include
some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and town of residence. To
e-mail digital photos, send to:

editors@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Reston Connection,
“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped,
self-addressed envelope, but please don’t send us anything
irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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*Select GE Profile™ Series and GE® appliances are now available in slate and stainless steel for the same price or lower than traditional finishes.
** Via mail-in and/or online rebate. See rebate forms for details and lists of eligible models. Your card is issued by MetaBank pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. This card is a GE
Visa prepaid card. Each time you use the card the amount of the transaction will be deducted from the amount of your available balance. Terms and Conditions apply to the card, including
a $1.50 ATM access fee each time the card is used at a cash dispensing machine. The operator of the ATM or any network utilized to effect the transaction may also impose a fee. Subject
to applicable law, a monthly maintenance fee of $3 (USD) applies, but is waived for the first six months after the card is issued. No additional fees will be assessed once the card balance
reaches zero. Cards can be used at merchants that accept Visa debit cards. GE reserves the right to substitute a check of equal value in lieu of a Visa prepaid card at its sole discretion.

Sterling
21800 Town Center Plaza

Sterling, VA 20164
703-450-5453

Leesburg
1051 Edwards Ferry Road

Leesburg, VA 20176
703-771-4688

www.sterlingappliance.com

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree Estimates

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

(3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!
New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!
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Have Arrived!
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Herbs & Perennials
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Tree Clearance Sale

30% OFF
All Trees 2014 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
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All Trees 2014 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
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Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2014 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2014 & Prior

More Citrus & Flowering
Tropicals are Coming

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

L
ocal interior design enthusiasts will
have an opportunity to tour a
much-anticipated unveiling this
weekend when the 2015 Design

House opens in McLean on Sunday, April 12
at noon, with ticket sales benefiting the
Children’s National Health System.

The 8,869-square-foot home was built by
Artisan Builders and designed by Harrison
Design to look like an old American farm-
house. Then, 24 local designers were cho-
sen to design a room in the home — the
eighth annual design house — using inspi-
ration that ran the gamut from American art
to the home’s natural surroundings. Orga-
nizers hope the varied styles will make the
home’s design appear to have evolved over
many years.

THE KITCHEN was designed by Paul
Lobkovich and Emily Neifeld, of Lobkovich
Kitchen Designs in Tysons Corner. Antique
white walls accented by a custom hood in
both black and stainless steel create a simple,

but elegant gathering space.
If this kitchen is the hub of a home’s ac-

tivities, then the butler’s pantry is where the
preparation for those celebrations begins.
That notion was the inspiration for Margery
Wedderburn’s design. “This butler’s pantry
is the celebration of a good life,” said
Wedderburn, of Margery Wedderburn Inte-
riors, LLC in Vienna. “One enters the heart
of the home, the kitchen and family room,
through this butler’s pantry, so the room is
casually elegant, but doesn’t take itself too
seriously. It is happy, bright and fun.

“This home was designed to have a coun-
try farmhouse feeling, and we were inspired
by the architecture plus the Virginia coun-
tryside,” she said, explaining that nature was
also a big inspiration. “We have the casual
green leaf wallpaper, plus we designed a
custom, faux-wallpaper on the ceiling which
looks just like repurposed wood. We bring
the outdoors in with the green and blue
tones of the space, including the fun pea-
cock color, which ties in with our peacock
feathers in the umbrella stand.”

Even the chandelier is peacock, and the
Sisal rug features blue stenciling, while

green and blue stripes on the back of the
closet tie everything together. Meanwhile,
accessories give the space a contemporary
feel. “Because this area of McLean is so cos-
mopolitan, we wanted to give a nod with
stylish, hip vases, barware and details that
move the space forward into the next de-
cade while complimenting the past,” said
Wedderburn.

Another active hub of the home is the back
stair hallway, which connects all three floors.
Although it’s windowless, designer David
Benton’s goal was to create a warm, wel-
coming and stylish space. “Using furniture,
lighting and accents, we visually divided the
hall into two zones,” said Benton of RA
Spaces, the interior division of Rill Archi-
tects in Potomac, Md. Benton even created
a “virtual window” with a commissioned
painting, “Old Dominion Sky.”

The first-floor space is accented with a
custom, tufted bench and unexpected pops
of color to create a formal space between
the butler’s pantry and dining room. “The
hall space that connects the garage, mud-
room and kitchen is anchored by a console
table and wool rug,” said Benton.

Open shelving and a built-in desk offer
additional display areas. Benton finished the
space with a chandelier by Circa Lighting
and photo art. Those accessories “deliver
fresh takes on period furnishing,” said
Benton. “The classic Eames bright blue fi-
berglass shell chair introduces an unex-
pected Americana twist.”

One of the design challenges Benton faced
on the second floor was creating an aestheti-
cally appealing area rather than a simple
connection between two spaces. He decided
to transform the walls into a dramatic back-

drop using wallpaper by Cole and Son that features
silhouetted stems of cow parsley against an etched
background.

“Like the house, which feels like it has been added
to over time, we wanted the interior to feel like an
acquired collection of pieces,” said Benton. “The use-
ful storage bench and custom sweater rug give the
space warmth and style. The fun and inexpensive
swag light is another way we added flair and utility.”

INSPIRED BY A SAILING TRIP through the fjords
of New Zealand and by the bright oil-on-canvas paint-
ing, “Mountains and Sea,” designer Lisa Tureson, of

McLean showcase home opens to the public April 12.

D.C. Design House
HomeLifeStyle D.C. Design House

956 Mackall Farm Lane, McLean, Va., will be open to the
public starting Sunday, April 12, noon-5 p.m.

❖ Regular Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.;
Thursday rvenings 5-8 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday, noon-5 p.m.
Closed Mondays. (Visitors must arrive one-half hour before
closing time to take the tour.)

❖ Last day: Sunday, May 10, noon-5 p.m.
❖ Admission: $30. Purchase tickets at

www.dcdesignhouse.com or at the door.

Studio Artistica in Oak Hill, created a powder room
that she said resembles “a little art gallery.”

Tureson hung a custom, hand-etched mirror and
eight paintings in the space. “My goal was to create a
pictorial space since I’m an artist and painter,” she
said. “The subtle sparkle on the walls … adds piz-
zazz.”

When designing the room known as the gentleman’s
retreat, Scott Cooke, of Scott Cooke Design in Alex-
andria, wanted to “honor the architecture of the house
itself, with a room that’s rustic in nature, and that
feels in sync with the time period the house evokes,”
he said.

From the wooden poster bed and canopy to the rug
and art, Cooke used neutral hues throughout the
room. He drew inspiration from the home of the late
fashion designer Bill Blass, which was, “done in a
monochromatic color story ranging from white and
parchment, to caramel, chocolate, espresso and
black,” said Cooke.

Transforming this grand house into a home was a
mammoth undertaking, but one designers say was
well worth the effort.

“It is an honor to be a part of this amazing group of
designers,” said Wedderburn. “The great thing about
the group is that everyone is wonderful and helpful
to each other. There is a special camaraderie here and
we are all drawing inspiration off each other.”

Photo by Angie Seckinger/D.C. Design House

The 2015 D.C. Design House opens to the public on Sunday, April 12.

Photo by Angie Seckinger/D.C. Design House

With eight paintings adorning the walls, the powder room
looks like an art gallery. Lisa Tureson of Studio Artistica in
Oak Hill wanted the space to be both practical and func-
tional.
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E
very year is an election year in Vir-
ginia.

Here are a few examples that dem-
onstrate that while elections are

ubiquitous in Virginia, they are neither simple
nor unimportant. Wade in, a lot depends on
figuring this out and voting. This is not in-
tended to be a comprehensive list of candi-
dates.

The choices begin April 23.
Almost every state and local elected office

in Virginia will be in play. Democrats will
choose their candidates in the primary on June
9. Republicans will choose candidates for in-
dividual offices at caucuses, firehouse prima-
ries and conventions, beginning April 23 and
finishing by June 9.

By Paul Gilbert

Executive Director of NOVA Parks

O
ne hundred and fifty years ago, on
the same day General Lee surren-
dered at Appomattox, Fairfax County

witnessed the last gun battle of the war.
Just five months earlier, Confederate Colo-

nel John Mosby had been authorized to ex-
pand his force that had effectively harassed the
Federal forces around Washington. On Satur-
day, April 8, half of Mosby’s force left Upperville
on a mission to attack a train on its way to
Alexandria. On Sunday, April 9, the same day
Generals Lee and Grant were meeting to sign
the Confederates’ surrender, the Southern

Rangers were nearing Burke where they were
going to attack the train station. At this time,
the Federal forces at Fairfax Station heard of
Mosby’s forces and sent the 11th Illinois Cav-
alry under Captain Warner to intercept them.

For four or five miles, the two groups engaged
in a galloping fight. Once they formed into
battle lines against each other, but the rest of
the time Union Cavalry chased Mosby’s Rang-
ers towards Bull Run, the stream that served
as an informal dividing line between the Fairfax
County that was under Federal control, and
Prince William and Loudoun Counties that were
less secure from a Union perspective.

Mosby’s forces crossed the stream at Wolf
Run Shoals in the Clifton area, and the Union

forces did not chase them any farther.
The next day, two of Mosby’s Rangers who

had been involved in this fight were talking
and Lieutenant James Wiltshire remarked, “has
it never struck you as being a notable fact that
the first big fight of the war occurred on Bull
Run and the last shots of the war in Virginia
were fired on the banks of that same stream?”
The bookends to the Civil War in Virginia that
Wiltshire was referring to was the First Battle
of Manassas, and this last fight in Fairfax
County the day that Lee was surrendering 150
miles away.

Today NOVA Parks owns most of the Fairfax
County side of the Bull Run and Occoquan riv-
ers, an area rich in history.

On the Banks of Bull Run 150 Years Ago

Failing Those
Most in Need
To the Editor:

My name is Maurine
Houser and I am writing in
response to your article
[“Moving: From Institution
to Community”] printed on
April 2 regarding the
Northern Virginia Training
Center.

I am the younger sister and
guardian of my 57-year-old
brother Kim Houser. Until recently,
he resided at the Northern Virginia
Training Center. Kim is non-verbal,
non-ambulatory without assis-
tance, has the cognitive ability of
a nine month old and is medically
fragile.

Your article states that the state
Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services has
provided a multitude of commu-

nity placement op-
tions for family mem-
bers. However, it has
been my experience
and others that the
placements offered
are inappropriate and
do not have the skills
or supports necessary
for the medically dis-
abled and behavior-
ally challenged popu-

lation remaining at the Northern
Virginia Training Center to sur-
vive. Not only are the placements
unrealistic, they are not in North-
ern Virginia. My brother was of-
fered placements in Williamsburg
and Petersburg, Va., that were not
in line with the standards of care
suitable for him. My other alter-
native was to allow the State of
Virginia to relocate Kim to the
Central Virginia Training Center in
Lynchburg, Va,, which the state in-
tends on closing in 2020 and ulti-

mately start the process of dis-
charge all over again.

I came to realize unless I was
proactive on behalf of my brother,
his future would be severely com-
promised. Through my own re-
search and efforts, I connected
with Good Neighbor Community
Services who are now caring for
my brother in Spotsylvania, Va.
The discharge process was exten-
sive, cumbersome and extremely
emotional. None of the profession-
als could predict the future of the
Medicaid Waiver, which is now my
brother’s source of funding, nor
anticipate how he would react to
a new home, staff and routine. The
discharge process encompassed a
seven-month period; including but
not limited to 20 state employees.

I feel fortunate I have found a
provider that will take good care
of my brother. However, I fear that
the remaining residents will not be
so lucky. How can moving

someone’s severely disable child
hundreds of miles away not be in
violation of the American with Dis-
abilities Act? The populations at
the training centers are aging and
many individuals have elderly par-
ents who will be unable to see
their children due to travel con-
straints. Similarly, Virginia re-
mains glaringly non-compliant
with the U.S. Department of
Justice’s findings as highlighted by
the increase of individuals waiting
for Medicaid Waiver funds and
services. The process of
deinstitutionalization in theory
may work for most individuals but
for those who are the 1 percent a
hasty, underfunded, unsupported
process will result in catastrophe
as did the rapid
deinstitutionalization and nonex-
istent funding for the mentally ill.

Maurine Houser
Reston

Letters to the Editor

Contributed

Kim Houser

Opinion

For example, the Republican candidate for
Sully District supervisor will be chosen in a
firehouse primary on Saturday, April 25 at
Westfield High School, with three candidates
seeking the nomination to replace retiring
Michael Frey. The three candidates are Brian
Schoeneman, John Guevara and John
Litzenberger, and the winner will likely face
Democrat Cathy Smith on Nov. 3. Smith is va-
cating her Sully District School Board seat to
run for Sully District supervisor.

This year’s elections begin May 5 with elec-
tions in the Town of Vienna with three candi-
dates vying for three positions on the Vienna
Town Council. For more, see http://
w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y. g o v / e l e c t i o n s /
upcoming.htm .

IN FAIRFAX COUNTY, all 10 members of the
Board of Supervisors are on the ballot includ-

ing district members and the chairman. Also
on the ballot: all members of the School Board
including district members and three at-large
members; Constitutional Officers Sheriff, Clerk
of Court and Commonwealth’s Attorney; and
three members of the Northern Virginia Soil
and Water Conservation District Board Direc-
tors.

Every seat in the Virginia General Assembly
will be on the ballot, including all State Sen-
ate and House of Delegates seats. With sev-
eral key retirements, including Del. Rob
Krupicka (D), Del. Tom Rust (R) and Sen.
Toddy Puller (D), it’s clear that there will be
some change. Del. Scott Surovell (D) will give
up his seat to run for Puller’s Senate seat, so
the musical chairs continue.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com; on

twitter @marykimm

Register, research,
vote. And vote again.

A Big Election Year in Virginia
Editorial
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Opinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
he first person I ever
knew who wrote a
weekly newspaper
column was a teacher

in the high school I attended who
wrote a column during the period
1961-1965 entitled, “A Hundred
Years Ago: The Civil War Day By
Day.” He did not have to think of a new topic
every week; he simply reported what was
known to be going on a 100 years before
during that week.

I do not propose to revive his idea for a
weekly feature other than for this week
when 150 years ago Richmond was being
sacked and burned by federal troops and
when President Abraham Lincoln had vis-

ited the capital of the Confed-
eracy on April 4 and on April 9
Lee surrendered to Grant at
Appomattox, Va. Activities have
been going on for several years
sponsored and encouraged by the
Civil War Sesquicentennial Com-
mission the General Assembly es-

tablished to commemorate this pe-
riod of history.

Civil War historian and president
of the University of Richmond, Ed-
ward L. Ayers, is quoted in the press
as saying that, “People are beginning
to see, in a way they didn’t see be-
fore, that you can’t walk around his-
tory. You can’t walk away from his-

tory. You have to walk through history to
get to any future that’s worth having.” The
institution of slavery and the attempted use
of states’ rights as an argument to protect
it are difficult to understand today. We need
to learn from the events of the past lest our
ideological differences lead us to events that
future generations will similarly find diffi-
cult to imagine or rationalize.

Jane and I took a mini-vacation recently
where we went to the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains and stayed in a log cabin that had been
built from logs from a previous cabin that
had been occupied by a man who died in
the Civil War at age 28. We had to lower
our heads as we walked about the cabin so
as to not hit the beams in the ceiling, and
the sleeping loft had only the warmth that
seeped through the floor. Our “roughing it”
in a cabin as we had been wanting to do for

a long time was made infinitely easier by a
gas heater as an auxiliary to the fireplace
and a bathroom with running hot water that
had been added to the back.

One thought that continued to pass
through my mind while we were there was
why the young man who lived in the origi-
nal cabin and who clearly was not a slave
owner would leave his home and go to fight
a war when his neighbors not far to the west
had split off to form the new state of West
Virginia because they did not support sla-
very or secession. The answer I am sure is
as complex as understanding the Civil War
itself, but the War and the thousands of its
personal stories remind us to take a close
look at our personally held beliefs as well
as our public policies to ensure that they
do not include the kind of discrimination
that marked the events of 150 years ago.

A Hundred Fifty Years Ago
Commentary

Write The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors.

Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: info@connectionnewspapers.com

Taking
Exception on
‘Education
Taxes’
To the Editor:

It’s the lofty tone of certainty
that grates. Bob Simon (“Turning
Every Rock for Education Budget,”
Reston Connection, April 1-7),
who, I hazard a guess, is comfort-
ably able to pay ever-rising RE
taxes, suggests that the county’s
rate should be jacked up yet again
— an extra penny yielding $22
million in revenue. Why didn’t we
all think of this? Why not two pen-
nies for $44 million?

With 15 applicants per teacher
job opening, he pleads the cause
of “short-changed” teachers, who
received 4 percent and 5 percent
raises 10 years running between
2000 and 2009 and again in 2014
(Fairfax County Taxpayers Alli-
ance). How well are teachers do-
ing in the classroom? Well, 2014
ACT test results for county public
schools show only 53 percent of
students as being prepared for col-
lege.

Searching for yet more of other
people’s money to spend, Mr
Simon resurrects the idea of a

“meals tax”. “No one is hurt,” he
blithely intones. Well, not if you
overlook increased meal prices,
staff layoffs, and the poor folks
who are hit hardest by regressive
taxes.

Upset at why there’s not even
more money to spend on a union-
ized group (teachers) enjoying
early retirement at 75 percent of
salary, perhaps Mr. Simon might
find the answer in a proposed
2016 county budget that manages
to downsize the 12,000 county
government employees by a whop-
ping 45!

Harry Locock
Reston

Keeping Reston
Pollution Free

To the Editor:
The work on the New Herndon

Monroe Metro station has begun
and will negatively impact the sur-
rounding Reston community al-
most immediately. A huge new,
ugly parking lot(s) is being pro-
posed on the east side of the cur-
rent parking lot. The new metro
and this parking lot will draw sig-
nificant traffic through the Reston
community leading to visual and
noise pollution, increasing traffic

Letters to the Editor

jams and more safety and security
concerns for the neighborhood.
Our Reston Community has a very
short window to mitigate this im-
pact by persuading the County
planners with the correct transpor-
tation planning option for Reston.

Option 1 (Not preferred):
The first option is what traditional
transportation planners may un-
dertake especially if the Reston
Community and the Reston Asso-
ciation does not get involved now.
Under this option the County may
decide to broaden the nearby
roads like Sunrise Valley and make
grade-separating interchanges
across Fairfax County in Reston —
check the Fairfax County ex-
changes at Fair Lakes and Monu-
ment Drive as examples. Costly to
build, time consuming to imple-
ment, ugly for the community,
negatively impacting our neigh-
bors, these grade-separating inter-
changes must be avoided in Reston
to preserve its beauty.

Option 2 (Preferred): The
best alternative is to ensure that
no new metro or the new parking
lot related traffic enters the Reston
community or the Sunrise Valley
drive but is all neatly directed be-
hind the Sprint building adjoining
the Dulles toll road and the new
metro parking lot. Currently, traf-
fic from around Woodland Park
and nearby communities wanting
to reach the toll road, and the
Herndon Monroe Parking lot
traverses the Sunrise Valley drive.
This makes the Sunrise Valley in
Reston very crowded. Our sugges-
tion is to create a new exit for the
Dulles Toll road at the Monroe
Street (#666). This recently
broadened Monroe Street will now
become an additional exit gateway
to the toll road, the new metro and

the parking lot, thus decreasing
the traffic on Sunrise Valley drive
significantly.

The Reston community must
organize to present the option 2
to the community transportation
planners and the local county rep-
resentatives on April 22 when
there is a public hearing to discuss
these issues. The Reston Associa-
tion can play a pivotal role in this
endeavor and so can community
newspapers like yours and Reston
households by registering on so-
cial media sites like http://
Nextdoor.com.

Please assist the community in
bringing these issues to the fore-
front and helping keep Reston city
beautiful and pollution free.

N. Pradhan
Reston

Consider
Taxpayers
To the Editor:

The following open letter was
addressed to Board of Supervisors
Chairman Sharon Bulova and
Sully District Supervisor Michael
Frey.

We want to protest the increase
in the projected total rate of
$1.1135 (includes storm water tax
and infestation prevention tax).
We believe that this projected rate
should be no more than the infla-
tion rate. We have had increases
in our real estate taxes that have
more than doubled the inflation
rate for the last eight years.

In the past eight years, our real
estate taxes have increased from
$5,752 to a projected $7,774 for
2015 for a whopping 32 percent

increase. For the same period of
time, inflation increased 15.4 per-
cent as reported by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics. Their fig-
ures show a projected rate for
2015 as 2 percent, 1.6 percent for
2014, 1.5 percent for 2013, 2.1
percent for 2012, 3.2 percent for
2011, 1.6 percent for 2010, minus
0.4 percent in 2009, and 3.8 per-
cent in 2008. These statistics show
that our real estate taxes have in-
creased twice the inflation rate for
that eight year period. This is out-
rageous. Our current assessment
is projected to increase by 3.99
percent while the inflation rate is
projected to increase by 2 percent
for this year.

According to the Fairfax County
Taxpayers Alliance (FCTA), the
residential real estate taxes in-
creased $3,359 between FY2000
and FY2016. This simply means
that, during this period, according
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, inflation increased almost 40
percent during this 16-year period
while the residential real estate
increased 140 percent or more
than three times the inflation rate.
How can you really justify increas-
ing real estate taxes more than
three times the rate of inflation?
For decades, the County Board has
been raising the budget and taxes
more than two to three times the
inflation rate. Isn’t it time to give
the county taxpayers a break?

In conclusion, we feel that the
real estate tax rate should be rolled
back to the current rate of infla-
tion. We look forward to your com-
ments. Thank you for your atten-
tion.

Charles McAndrew
Linda McAndrew

Oak Hill
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Langley Boys’ Lax to
Host Two Games

After starting 3-3, including a 9-1 loss
to defending state champion Robinson,
the Langley boys’ lacrosse team returns
from spring break with a pair of home
games this week.

The Saxons will host Cold Spring Har-
bor on Wednesday, April 8, and Fairfax
the following evening. Both games start
at 7:15.

Langley opened the season with its first
loss to McLean in program history. The
Saxons responded with wins over
Yorktown and Dominion. Langley then
lost to Robinson and Chantilly before
beating Battlefield.

Langley has played in four of the last
five state championship games, includ-
ing last year, when the Saxons lost to
Robinson, 9-7.

McLean Baseball
Wins Tournament

The McLean baseball team won the
“Let’s Play Two” tournament over spring
break, defeating Mountain View 12-4 in
the championship game on April 1.

After beating Langley and losing to

Stone Bridge to open the season, McLean
competed in the tournament, beating
Edison, losing to Hylton, and then defeat-
ing Potomac and Mountain View.

McLean returned from spring break with
a 4-2 record.

“At the start of the year the biggest ques-
tion mark was going to be pitching,”
McLean head coach John Dowling wrote in
an email. “We graduated two very, very
good high school pitchers ([Joey] Sullivan,
who has been getting some solid playing
time at VT and Colin Morse, who is throw-
ing extremely well for a top 15 ranked
Shenandoah team). Those two threw a ton
of important innings for us last year. We

knew we had six or seven guys that could
replace them, but given the limited oppor-
tunities and injuries last year (Billy Gerhardt
had a UCL repair and Jon Clines had an el-
bow strain that prevented him from pitch-
ing) the group was just unproven.

“As a coaching staff we were very confi-
dent that as a group they could fill Joey and
Colin’s shoes, it just might end up being
four, five or even six guys throwing impor-
tant innings as opposed to basically two.
Over the start of the season, we have done,
in every game but one, exactly what we
need to do to be successful: throw strikes
(and even when we didn’t throw strikes
against Mt. View, Minamino was able to

limit the damage, and gave us five qual-
ity innings). When our pitchers eliminate
walks we can be successful on the de-
fensive side simply because we know our
defense is going to make the routine
plays. Big innings are tough to come by
without the help of walks and errors, so
when we eliminate those things we elimi-
nate the possibility of big innings and
ensure we stay in games.”

McLean returns some talented players
from its run to the 2014 state tourna-
ment, including shortstop Conor
Grammes and catcher Caleb Beatty.

McLean faces some tough competition
in the near future. The Highlanders will
travel to face Chantilly at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 8 in a rematch of last
year’s 6A North region championship
game. McLean will travel to face peren-
nial power Madison on April 14.

Herndon Boys’ Soc-
cer Undefeated

The Herndon boys’ soccer team returns
from spring break with a 2-0-1 record.
The Hornets beat South County and
Woodson and tied Madison.

Herndon will host Thomas Jefferson at
7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 8 and will
travel to face Oakton at 7 p.m. the fol-
lowing night.

Gunnar
Okeson, left,
and the Lan-
gley boys’
lacrosse team
look to re-
bound from a
3-3 start.

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Sports Briefs

Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

I
n 2013, the Madison boys’ lacrosse
program was one of the best in Vir-
ginia. Led by 16 seniors, the
Warhawks won the Northern Region

championship and reached the state final,
where they fell short against perennial
power Chantilly.

The following year, an inexperienced
Madison team led by a new head coach
failed to even qualify for the regional tour-
nament.

Now in 2015, second-year Madison head
coach Alex Gorman is hoping last year’s sub-
par season, which included a first-round con-
ference loss to McLean, was simply an aber-
ration for an otherwise successful program.

“Yes, we want to get back to the regional
games,” said Gorman, who was an assistant
under Rich Hodge when Madison finished
state runner-up in 2013. “That’s sort of our
goal. We missed out on that stuff last year.
We had a long meeting at the end of last
season and the goal for the kids was to get
back to the region [tournament], where this
team should be.

“There’s no reason for us ever to be out
of that regional tournament.”

Three current Warhawks were contribu-
tors to the 2013 team: junior attackman
Cheech McLallen, senior midfielder Robbie
McLallen and junior midfielder Palmer Lloyd.

Cheech McLallen started hot on Monday
against Washington-Lee, scoring the
Warhawks’ first three goals while some of
his teammates took their time returning to
full speed following spring break. Madison
scored the final four goals of the first half

and improved to 4-0 on the season with a
16-9 victory in Arlington.

“The spot I was in was pretty much an
open spot,” McLallen said. “We had a good
two-on-one game going on right there.”

McLallen, who has started since his fresh-
man season, was one of eight Madison play-
ers to score at least one goal. Midfielders
Stephen Gerdon and Jackson Franks each
scored three goals, attackmen JP Ugast and
Jacob Stein each had two, while midfielders
Sammy Borak, Robbie McLallen and Lloyd
each had one.

“[Cheech McLallen is] the face everybody
knows on this team,” Gorman said. “In the
past, teams have scouted us and they see
him. This year, it’s a little bit different. We’ve
got guys that can score goals. Cheech is
definitely, by far, one of our best players,
but he’s not the only player out there. I think
this year, we have a more balanced offense
than we’ve had in the past.”

Washington-Lee head coach Chris Corey
said the Generals opened the game in a zone
defense with the intent of slowing Cheech
McLallen. W-L tied the score at 4-all early
in the second quarter, but Madison scored
the final four goals of the first half and
pulled away during the final 24 minutes.

“[Our defensive approach] worked for
approximately a quarter-and-a-half,” Corey
said, “and then they called timeout and
made a really good adjustment to it.”

Madison will travel to face Vienna rival
Oakton at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 11.

Warhawks improve to
4-0 with victory over
Washington-Lee.

Madison Boys’ Lax Returning to Winning Ways

Junior attackman Cheech McLallen
scored Madison’s first three goals
during a 16-9 win over Washing-
ton-Lee on Monday.

JP Ugast and the Madison boys’
lacrosse team improved to 4-0 with
a win over Washington-Lee on
Monday.
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Reston Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b
To Highlight
your Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday School: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

The Greater Reston Arts Center is presenting
Patterson Clark: Edicole, an exhibition exploring
a new series of “weed shrines” that encase a print,
or a natural object, in elaborate constructions cre-
ated entirely of hand-harvested invasive woods.
Clark’s exhibition will also include new, large-scale
woodcuts that blend natural themes with historic
religious iconography. Edicole will run from April
16 – July 3, 2015, at the gallery, located at the
Reston Town Center. Opening Reception will be
held Saturday, April 18, 5-7 p.m.

Patterson Clark: Edicole will share space in the
GRACE gallery with a photographic exhibition
documenting the work of artist Patrick Dougherty,
an artist who shares Clark’s affinity for natural
materials. Dougherty’s site-specific sculptural in-
stallation for Reston Town Square Park, just out-
side the gallery, will be in progress during the
month of April.

Greater Reston Arts Center is located at 12001
Market Street, Suite 103, Tel: 703-471-9242;
restonarts.org; info@restonarts.org

GRACE to Present Patterson Clark: Edicole, April 16 – July 3

Courtesy photos

Patterson Clark: Edicole  will include new, large-scale woodcuts that blend natural
themes with historic religious iconography

Send announcements to reston@
connectionnewspapers.com. The deadline
is the Friday prior to the following week’s
paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.

THURSDAY/APRIL 9
 FIT2FINISH: Keeping Young

Players in the Game. 7 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Dr.
Wendy LeBolt, author of “Fit2Finish:
Keeping Your Soccer Players in the
Game” will discuss how you can help
your athletes play their best, prevent
injury and have fun. Dr. Lebolt is an
experienced coach with a PhD in
Sports Physiology. Adults and Teens.

FRIDAY/APRIL 10
Empty Bowls Fundraiser. 5:30-8

p.m. Floris United Methodist Church,
13600 Frying Pan Road, Herndon. An
Empty Bowls fundraiser for the
benefit of Food for Others and hunger
relief in Northern Virginia. Hosted by
the Giving Circle of HOPE. Tickets are
$25 and guests will receive a
handcrafted ceramic bowl to keep and
a simple soup supper. All proceeds
raised will go to hunger relief in
Northern Virginia. Pre-event tickets
can be purchased by mailing a check
made out to Food for Others and sent
to Giving Circle of HOPE, P.O. Box
8832, Reston VA 20195 or purchase
tickets online
atwww.givingcircleofhope.org.
Prepaid tickets will be held at the
door. For questions please email
emptybowls@givingcircleofhope.org
or call 703-665-9334.

SATURDAY/APRIL 11
Casino Night. 7-10 p.m. Reston

Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. Buy tickets Now for
Reston Community Orchestra’s annual
fundraiser. Advance ticket: Single $65
/ Couple $125. At Door $75/$140.
Ticket covers food, drink, starter chip
stack, raffle prizes. An evening of fun,
fortune, and friends. http://
restoncommunityorchestra.org/
reston-community-orchestra-annual-
benefit/

SUNDAY/APRIL 12
Jumping Jamboree. 2 - 3 p.m. Walker

Nature Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. Ages 3 to 5. Bring your
jumping shoes as we learn about
frogs, grasshoppers, rabbits and more.
Participate in a jumping contest and
see if you can leap as far as a frog or a
high as a flea. Make a jumping craft
and look for hopping creatures along
the trails. Reservations required by
April 9. Fee: $7/child RA members,
$9/child Non-members. For more
information, email
naturecenter@reston.org, or call 703-
476-9689 and press 5.

MONDAY-TUESDAY/APRIL 12-13
Fascinating Fish. 10 - 11 a.m. Walker

Nature Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. Ages 18 months to 35 months.
Which fish live in Reston’s lakes and
streams? Get up-close looks at local
fish, both wild and not-so-wild. Enjoy
a fishy snack, make a fishy craft, and
listen to a fishy story while learning
about our wild fish. Reservations
required by April 8. Fee: $7/child RA
members, $9/child Non-members. For
more information, email
naturecenter@reston.org, or call 703-
476-9689 and press 5.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 15
Home Food Preservation. 5 - 7 p.m.

Walker Nature Center, 11450 Glade
Drive, Reston. Adults. This
introductory class will cover food
preservation methods, including

canning, fermentation, drying/
dehydration, and freezing. Learn
about the science behind food
preservation, safety precautions,
kitchen set up, and jar and equipment
prep as well as food and recipe
selection. There will be a “dry” demo
of the procedure for filling jars and
ample time for questions. Guest
Presenter: Katie Strong, Virginia
Cooperative Extension. Co-sponsored
by Reston Community Center.
Reservations required by April 10.
Fee: $5/person RA members, $7/
person Non-members. For more
information, email
naturecenter@reston.org, or call 703-
476-9689 and press 5.

Wonderful Ones. 11 a.m. Herndon
Fortnightly Library, 768 Center Street,
Herndon. Age 12-23 months with
adult enjoy buidling an early literacy
foundation through rhymes, songs,

stories and music.

THURSDAY/APRIL 16
Senior Container Gardening. 1 -

2:30 p.m. Walker Nature Center,
11450 Glade Drive, Reston. Adults.
Learn what flowers and herbs grow
best in containers and how to arrange
them creatively. Listen to a
presentation then plant a small
container to take home. Contact
Ashleigh@reston.org or 703-435-6530
for reservations. Reservations required
by April 10. Fee: $10/person RA
members, $14/person Non-members.
For more information, email
naturecenter@reston.org, or call 703-
476-9689 and press 5.

Poetry Readers Roundtable. 7 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. An
informal discussion of the life, times,

and work of Edgar Allan Poe. Adults.
Spring Gala. 7-9 p.m. ArtSpace

Herndon, 750 Center Street, Herndon.
Enjoy a spring evening at ArtSpace
Herndon honoring Elma “The Queen
of Herndon” Mankin while enjoying
the beautiful chamber music of the
Beau Soir Ensemble.Sparkling Water,
Wine, Champagne, Imported Teas,
Elegant Buffet of Hors D’Oeuvres,
Petit Desserts and Confections will be
served. Raffle and door prizes.
Tickets, per-person, $25 in advance,
$30 at the door. Semi-formal.
Proceeds from this event will go
directly to the continuation and
enhancement of fine arts
programming at ArtSpace Herndon.
http://www.artspaceherndon.com/
spring-gala/

FRIDAY/APRIL 17
Frying Pan Farm at the Library. 2

p.m. Herndon Fortnightly Library, 768
Center Street, Herndon. Friends of the
Library invite age 6-11 to celebrate
spring. Visit with a chicken and build
a kite to fly outside. Openings.

Jewelry Making Workshop. 7 p.m.
Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. You
will learn the basics of jewelry making
and create your own original piece in
this hands-on workshop. We provide
the materials, participants bring the
imagination! Registration is required
for this event. Adults.

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 22-26
Reston Friends Big Book Sale.

Wednesday, April 22— 5 - 8 p.m.
Preview Night Thursday, April 23—
10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Friday, April 24— 10
a.m. - 5 p.m.Saturday, April 25— 10
a.m. - 4 p.m. Sunday, April 26— 12
noon - 3:30 p.m. (Library itself opens
at 1 p.m.) Reston Regional Library,
11925 Bowman Towne Drive Reston.
Come and browse thousands upon
thousands of great books in great
condition. From the latest popular
titles and classic favorites to the rare
and unexpected fiction and non-
fiction. The Reston Friends have
something for everyone! Yes, we do
restock, for as long as supplies last.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 23-25
“Book of Days.” 7 p.m. Hunter Woods

Elementary School, 2401 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. Langley High School
presents “Book of Days,” a murder
mystery that raises questions about
small town politics and society.

SATURDAY/APRIL 25-26
Performance of Act I Cinderella.

Classical Ballet Theatre Herndon
Studios, 320 Victory Drive, Herndon.
Don’t miss Cinderella and her Fairy
Godmother as they teach the
stepmother and stepsisters that nice
girls do finish first.

Calendar
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
12913 Alton Square, Unit #116

Herndon, VA 20170

Pursuant to the terms of this subordinate Deed of Trust in the 
original amount of $50,000.00 dated April 1, 2008 and record-
ed on November 10, 2010 in Deed Book 21362, Page 1833 of 
the Fairfax County land records, default having been made In 
the payment of the note thereby secured, the undersigned ap-
pointed Substitute Trustee, pursuant to the request of the
holder of the Note thereby secured, will offer for sale at public 
auction at the front of the Fairfax County Circuit Court (Fairfax 
County Judicial Center, 4110 Chain Bridge Road) at Fairfax 
Virginia on April 23, 2015 at 11:30 AM the property more par-
ticularly described in the above Deed of Trust, located at the 
above address and briefly identified as follows:

Condominium Unit Number 12913-116 in WORLDGATE CON-
DOMINIUM, a Condominium, together with an undivided inter-
est in the Limited Common Element Parking Space G1-33 and 
any other limited common elements appurtenant thereto,
established by Condominium instruments duly recorded in 
Deed Book 8837 at Page 672, et seq., and any and all subse-
quent amendments thereto, among the land records of Fairfax 
County, Virginia
Tax Number: 016414040116
The property and improvements will be sold in “as is” physical 
conditionwithout warranty of any kind.
TERMS OF SALE: Cash. A ten percent (10%) bidder’s deposit 
in cash or certified check payable to the Trustee shall be re-
quired of the successful bidder at the time at the time of the 
sale before the bidding will be closed; settlement must be 
made within twenty (20) days or property to be resold at cost of 
defaulting bidder. The holder of the Note may credit bid
the amount owed under the Note. Additional terms will be an-
nounced at the time of sale and the successful bidder will be 
required to execute and deliver to the Substitute Trustees a 
memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion of bid-
ding. All costs of conveyancing, examination of title,
recording charges etc. will be at cost of purchaser. Neither the 
Trustee or any other party guarantees or covenants to deliver, 
or in any way, obtain possession of the premises for any third 
party purchaser.
This property is subject to the following liens: (1) Deed of Trust 
from Jahangir Parandeh, a married man, to Suellen W. Wohl-
farth, Trustee, securing GreenPoint Mortgage Funding, Inc., in 
the original principal amount of $108,000.00, dated October 3, 
2001, recorded October 4, 2001, in Deed Book 12276 at Page 
786, corrected and re-recorded in Deed Book 20964
at Page 55 (corrects the legal description), assigned to GMAC 
Mortgage, LLC by Notice of Assignment recorded in Deed 
Book 21991 at Page 645; (2) Deed of Trust from Jahangir Par-
andeh, a married man, to Suellen W. Wohlfarth,
Trustee, securing GreenPoint Mortgage Funding, Inc., in the 
original principal amount of $13,500.00, dated October 3, 
2001, recorded October 4, 2001, in Deed Book 12276 at Page 
810, assigned to 15 HELOCS Financing, LLC,
by Assignment of Deed of Trust recorded in Deed Book 19166 
at Page 1891, assigned to ARM Recovery Trust, by Corporate 
Assignment of Deed of Trust recorded in Deed Book 23785 at 
Page 1986; (3) Judgment in favor of HL Mall Venture against 
Multinational Traders Inc. and Jahangir Parandeh, in the 
amount of $220,920.61 plus interest at 18% from August 17, 
1990, plus interest from the date of judgment at 9% plus
late charges of $11,046.03, dated August 10, 1992, docketed 
August 25, 1992 as Judgment Number 217327; (4) Judgment 
in favor of Worldgate Condominium Unit Owners Association 
against Jahangir Parandeh, in the amount of
$4,672.72, plus interest at 6% from September 1, 2005, and 
costs of $38.00 and Attorney's fees of 20%, dated August 30, 
2006, docketed September 14, 2006 as Judgment Number 
414642; (5) Judgment in favor of Hachette Filipacchi Media 
U.S., Inc., d/b/a Elle Decor against Jahangir Parandeh,
a/k/a John Parandeh and Versailles Design Center, Inc., d/b/a 
Versailles Design Center, Versailles Gallery, and Versailles, in 
the amount of $57,000.00, plus interest at 9% from August 25, 
2006, plus costs and attorney's fees, dated October 15, 2008, 
docketed October 15, 2008 in Judgment Book 155 at Page 
1741; (6) Judgment in favor of Worldgate
Condominium Unit Owners Association filed against Jahangir 
Parandeh, in the amount of $9, 171.00 plus interest at 6%, and 
costs of $53.00 and attorney's fees of 20%, dated April 9, 
2009, docketed April 16, 2009 in Judgment Book 161 at Page 
1601; (7) Judgment in favor of Luis M. Neto and Julie N. Neto, 
against Versailles Developing Corp., Inc., a/k/a Versailles
Developers Corp., and Jahangir Parandeh, in the amount of 
$36,000.00, plus prejudgment interest in the amount of 
$3,060.00, dated February 19, 2010, docketed March 15, 2010 
in Judgment Book 171 at Page 1778; (8) Judgment in
favor of Worldgate Condominium Unit Owners Association filed 
against Jahangir Parandeh, in the amount of $8,339.00, plus 
interest at 6% from January 1, 2009, plus costs of $53.00 and 
attorney's fees of $1,600.00, dated October 1, 2010, docketed 
October 15, 2010 in Judgment Book 180 at Page 2179; (9) 
Judgment in favor of Valpak of' Virginia, Inc., against
Versailles Gallery, Inc. and Jahangir Parandeh, jointly and sev-
erally, in the amount of $1,700.00; plus interest at the rate of 
18% from June 11, 2011, plus 33.33% attorney's fees, dated 
October 30, 2012, filed January 7, 2013 in Judgment Book.207 
at Page 1550. In addition, a judgment was been docketed in 
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia on
August 20, 2014, in favor of Irina Dmitriev in the amount of 
$130,600.00 with prejudgment interest to commence on Sep-
tember 1, 2010.
Bond Consultants, LLC Substitute Trustee
This communication is from a debt collector. This is an attempt 
to collect a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
David Charles Masselli PC (Attorney for the Substitute 
Trustee) 4113 Lee Highway Arlington, VA 22207 
dm@mllaw.com (703) 741-0402
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY •  LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER • CHIMNEY CLEANING • HAULING • POWER WASHING
• HANDYMAN • PAINTING • TRASH REMOVAL • DRYWAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

The biggest things are always 
the easiest to do because there 

is no competition.
-William Van Horne

ClassifiedClassified
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A loving, caring couple
long to share our hearts and home with a 

newborn.Education and dreams come true 
await!  Expenses Paid Maria/Rob 

1-800-586-4121 or 
OurWish2Adopt.com

117 Adoption 117 Adoption26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

The Fact
Is Not Yet
The Matter

I don’t know which is worse: the extra-
special, extra-expensive, dental cleaning
(the kind that requires Novocain and
involves the actual dentist, not merely the
hygienist) that I have scheduled for April 8th
– or my next hopefully-not-do-or-die CT
Scan, moved up a month from my usual
three-month interval because of a suspi-
cious formation seen on my most recent
scan back in mid-February. Either way, the
next two Wednesdays following by the fort-
night Friday, April 24th appointment with
my oncologist – to discuss the scan results
from the 15th, should be noteworthy in the
life of this cancer patient.

To think that my cancer-affected life is
going to just roll along with nary a blip in
assessment, treatment, protocol, scheduling,
availability, etc., is both totally unrealistic
and wishful thinking of the highest naiveté.
And if anything can be said about yours
truly, it is that I am well aware of, and rea-
sonably well adjusted to, the slings and
arrows of outrageous misfortune with which
I have been forced to live, live being the
applicable word, these last-six-going-on-
seven years.

Given that symptoms I’ve felt previously
– or not felt previously – have, on varying
occasions, been positive and negative, feel-
ing or not feeling has never been a sure-fire
indicator of anything. As an example, one
time I felt a pain in my chest/lungs (where I
know the biggest tumor is located); it turned
out to be scar tissue growing over a shrink-
ing tumor, a good result. Another time, the
same pain/same area indicated the tumor
was growing, a bad thing. In general, feeling
something has sometimes meant nothing
and feeling nothing has sometimes meant
something – and vice versa. I wouldn’t say I
was damned if I did and damned if I didn’t,
but I would say – with apologies to Oliver
Hardy: It’s a damned fine mess in which I
find myself so regularly entangled. And
apparently, from what I understand, the
only thing likely to change in the future is
nothing. And as fortunate as I am, com-
pared to so many others who have suc-
cumbed to this terrible disease, being
present and discussing even a problematic
future – six years post-diagnosis – is as good
as it gets for a patient originally diagnosed
with a terminal form of cancer: stage IV, non
small cell lung cancer. Still, it doesn’t (and I
mean never) minimize the stress.

Somehow, managing this process/ experi-
ence has to include a methodology for man-
aging expectations and minimizing that
stress. Moreover, anything one can do to
lighten the load emotionally, and build in
some positive reinforcement and words-to-
the-maybe-not-so wise, goes a long way
toward accomplishing some level of relative
peace and perhaps even a little quiet.

Of course, the process is Imperfect –
with a capital “I.” There are always bad
days; you just want your share of good
ones, too. Acknowledging what you can’t
control and being grateful for what you can
helps to compartmentalize and find that
balance between living in the present and
dying in the future. Some days, doing
“normal” things – like visiting the dentist,
seem to help. Other days, it feels pointless.
Oddly enough, it all sort of mirrors my
symptom history: it matters, it matters not. I
just hope that on April 24th, the matters
don’t hit the fan.

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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News

By Valerie Lapointe

The Connection

T
his past weekend the annual
Greater DC Regional FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) Robot-

ics Competition was held at the Patriot Cen-
ter: 48 teams primarily from Washington
D.C., Virginia, Maryland created robots to
compete in this year’s game “Recycle Rush.”

Six weeks before competition, teams are
given identical starter kits that have all the
rudimentary parts required to produce a
robot with the necessary functionality to
compete. However, the kit alone is not
enough for complex maneuvering and
teams must get creative, using materials
from an approved supply list to build a truly
competitive robot.

Obtaining the necessary materials can be
an expensive endeavour for a high school
robotics club, and so many teams enlist cor-
porate sponsors for help.

“Having corporate sponsorship is the only
way this really works,” said Jerry Stueve, a
parent volunteer from the Herndon High
team. “When people from within the indus-
try come out and help, together with the
students, parents, and teachers, it becomes
a real team.”

Herndon High School’s team “Epsilon
Delta” in partnering with NASA headquar-
ters was able to acquire three 3D printers
which allowed them to build scale models
of the arena, and some parts they used on
their robot.

EACH TEAM is given six weeks of build
time before the competition to get their ro-
bots ready.

They are asked to complete changes an-

nually, this year’s theme centering on
sustainability. The game is played by two
teams of three robots each. Robots score
points by stacking totes on scoring plat-
forms, capping each of those stacks with
recycling containers and properly dispos-
ing of pool noodles thrown into the field
arena, representing litter. In keeping with
the year’s theme, all game pieces used are
reusable or recyclable.

While the competition is the center stage
event, FIRST’s mission to encourage “gra-
cious professionalism” extends well beyond
the arena.

“The robotics is really just a small por-
tion of what this is all about,” said Com-
puter Science teacher Oliver Small. “It’s all
about safety, outreach, visibility, engineer-
ing, and teamwork. It’s a kid driven event
that allows them to decide what they want
to learn, and find a way to learn it.”

Many students participating have STEM
interests, like Abbey Kasanagottu, a junior
at Centerville HS. “I wanted to be a dentist
before joining this team, but now I am seri-
ously considering a mechanical engineer-
ing.” But since the project is completely stu-
dent driven, not just when building the ro-
bots but in fundraising, crafting grant pro-
posals, and doing outreach, others use the
competition as a way to feel different inter-
ests.

Caleb Wilkinson, a student on the
Herndon HS team wants to go into media.
“For this competition I focused all my ef-
forts on documenting our project visually
and promoting outreach as our media rep-
resentative.” said Wilkinson. “Not everyone
here wants to go into a STEM field, some
of us want to go into business or even writ-
ing and this serves as a platform for us to
explore those interests.”

AT THE END of two long days of competi-
tion it was the coalition of the RoHawks
from New York City, Cougar Robotics from
Oakton HS, and the CAV-ineers from
Severn, Md., who emerged victorious, ad-
vancing to Nationals in St. Louis, Mo. Teams
from Chantilly HS, Marshall HS and Battle-
field HS received judges awards and will
also be going to Nationals.

George Marshall High School team, winner of the 2015 Rookie All Star,
celebrating their award.

Cougar Robotics of Oakton High School winning alliance member all
smiles.

FIRST Promotes ‘Gracious Professionalism’
Robotics Competition
held at the Patriot
Center: Oakton and
Marshall teams go
to Nationals.

Langley High School team making on the fly repairs to their robot. Jun
Choi, Chris Laronis, James Bollinger, Sepmta Khaashnoid, Brandon Kim
and Brandon Sodgewich of McLean.

Gryphons -
George Marshall

High School
team — happy
with mid-day
results. From

left: Emily
Carson, Vienna;
Joshua Shipler,
Vienna; Marie

Farson, mentor
and engineering

teacher;
Alexander

Roman, Vienna;
Chester

Cabauatan, Falls
Church; Chris-

tian Cabauatan,
Falls Church;

Parham
Mohammadi,
Falls Church;
and Bah-Cin

Kumaran.
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