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T
he Alexandria Police De-
partment is conducting an
investigation into the

death of a 21-year-old male in the
5800 block of Quantrell Avenue.

Around 9:49 a.m. on Thursday,
April 2, officers responded to the

report of a person found dead be-
hind a building. The cause and
manner of death will be deter-
mined through an autopsy.

Anyone with information about
this incident is asked to call Det.
William Oakley at 703-746-6606.

Dead Body Found

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

L
ike any good host, many of Ivy Hill
Cemetery’s permanent residents
greeted visitors at the front gate. De-
spite many being deceased for well over

a century, on April 4, the tenants were brought to
life by costumed reenactors who guided visitors
on tours of the cemetery.

Burials on the cemetery grounds began in 1811.
Lucy Burke Goddin, president of the Ivy Hill His-
torical Preservation Society, said the tours are part
of a campaign to get people to come to the cem-
etery for reasons other than dying.

Stacy Hawkins, while dressed in a historic bon-
net and gown, wasn’t playing a particular charac-
ter. Instead, Hawkins said she filled the vital role
of a 19th century town gossip. Despite the intrepid
reporting of the Alexandria Gazette, Hawkins said
word of mouth was still how news of events most
often travelled around Alexandria.

Hawkins directed visitors towards George Ma-
son, a Virginia statesman and considered one of
the fathers of the Bill of Rights, played by Rich-
ard Robinson III. Mason stood watch over the
grave of his great-grandson Beverly Randolph

Mason, a Confederate soldier as a young man and
later founder of the Gunston School for young
women in Washington D.C.

Robinson said he wasn’t very familiar with Ma-
son before he joined the event, but said that as he
read more on the subject he realized that Mason
doesn’t get the credit he should as a founding fa-
ther or as an early proponent for education in the
United States.

“Education is not as valued or cherished now
as it once was,” said Robinson.

Further down the hill, Sarah Ceteras stood in
character as as Constance Cary Harrison, an
American writer who died in 1920, above the
woman’s grave. Between 1876 and 1911, under
the pen name Refugitta, Harrison wrote serial-
ized historical fiction and romance novels for

Terry Gish as Wernher Von Braun.

Sarah Ceteras portrays popular 19th

century novelist Constance Cary
Harrison.

The Living Dead
Reenactors give visitors
first-person biographies
of the dead at Ivy Hill.

Stacy Hawkins as the Mistress of the
Cemetery greets visitors to Ivy Hill on
Saturday afternoon.
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By Vernon MIles

Gazette Packet

A
 proposed text amendment
to the Alexandria Parking
Standards will decrease

the amount of parking spaces resi-
dential property developers will be
required to provide.

The amendment, proposed by
the Parking Standards for New
Development Study Group at the
April 7 Planning Commision meet-
ing, was passed
in a 6 to 1 vote
and will be con-
sidered by City
Council at its
April 18 meeting.
Proponents of
the change ar-
gued that the
new definitions
reflect an Alexan-
dria that is more
“walkable” and
has greater mass
transit accessibil-
ity. Residents of
Old Town say the change only fur-
ther exacerbates the already dire
parking conditions along
Alexandria’s Waterfront.

According to Carrie Beach, the
division chief for Neighborhood
Planning in the Department of
Planning and Zoning, the change
in parking standards is a “right-siz-
ing” of the city’s zoning ordinance.

Beach noted that the last major
overhaul of the city’s parking stan-
dards was in the 1960s.

The text amendment would cat-
egorize multi-family market-rate
housing into two categories, those
within a half-mile walking dis-
tance of a metro station and those
outside of a half-mile distance
from a metro station. Residential
developments located within a
half mile of a metro station would
be required to develop 0.8 spaces

per bedroom in
an apartment,
while those out-
side of a half
mile of a metro
station would be
required to de-
velop 1.0 space
per bedroom.

The current
policy deter-
mines parking
requirements by
unit rather than
bedrooms, al-
though multi-

family dwellings are still
subcategorized by bedroom units.
For example, single residential
units and townhouse develop-
ments require two spaces per unit,
while two bedroom apartments
require 1.75 spaces per unit and
dwellings with three or more bed-
rooms require 2.20 spaces.

Less Parking
Planning Commission updates
policy on residential parking spaces.

“The issue here
would be a
developer passing
off a two-bedroom
unit as one for a
parking discount.”

— Stewart Dunn, member,
Planning Commission
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News
Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Council To Consider Reduced Parking Proposal
From Page 1
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Stewart Dunn, a member of the Planning
Commission, expressed concerns that a de-
veloper could build an apartment that tech-
nically only had one bedroom but came with
several dens or living rooms that could be
used, in practice, as bedrooms.

“If we’re counting by bedroom, it’s cru-
cial that we understand what that means,”
said Dunn. “That definition is not in this
text and that’s a problem. The issue here
would be a developer passing off a two-bed-
room unit as one for a parking discount.”

Robert Kerns, Development Division Chief
for the City of Alexandria, responded that
the city uses the statewide building code
definition of a bedroom as their parameter.
However, there was an awkward moment
during the commission meeting when Dunn
asked Kerns to read the statewide defini-
tion, which was listed as to be determined
“by appropriate zoning codes of the local
municipality.”

“This is circular,” said Dunn. “We don’t
have a definition. There are things we need
to take care of here.”

“We’ll have to find a definition,” said
Nathan Macek, a member of the Planning
Commission and the Parking Standards for
New Development Study, “but this is a prob-
lem with the existing standards, it doesn’t
matter [in terms of] whether we approve
this or not.”

Projects located outside of the half-mile
radius of a metro could apply for credits
that would allow them to reduce the num-
ber of required parking spaces. If a project
is outside of the half-mile radius from the
metro station but within a half mile of a
Bus Rapid Transit stop, the project could
apply for a 10 percent overall parking re-
duction. If there are four or more bus routes
within a quarter of a mile from the devel-
opment, or if the project has 20 percent or
more studio apartments (a single room
apartment), the project can apply for a five
percent reduction in its parking require-
ments.

One of the more controversial credits in-
volves a credit for up to 10 percent based
on the project’s “walkability index score.”
Walkability of a neighborhood was initially
determined using a web application “Walk
Score” (walkscore.com) that determines an
address’ distance to locations like grocery
stores and public amenities. The proposal
noted that, while Walk Score was initially
used during the development of determin-
ing “walkability,” city staff developed an
Alexandria-specific index that scores devel-
opments based on proximity to neighbor-
hood services, civic and community facili-
ties, and retail.

“I don’t think ‘walkability’ is a solid idea
in terms of credits,” said Dunn. “It’s hard to
define, it’s very subjective … We’re getting
into something very imprecise, and if we
downsize parking too far, it’s very difficult
to recover from that.

Macek emphasized that the index is still
a draft and will likely continue to be refined
and re-written.

“This walkability index came up late in

the process and perhaps we need to take
another look at the index,” said Macek. “I
don’t want to see this stripped out, but I
think there’s room to drill down on this.”

Beach said that the change is an affirma-
tion of parking trends already seen in cur-
rent developments in Alexandria. Accord-
ing to the staff report on the amendment,
of the 15 residential/mixed-use develop-
ment projects that have been developed in
Alexandria over the last five years, 14 have
requested and received parking reduction
special use permits.

Later that same evening, the Planning
Commission approved an additional special
use permit for an existing housing complex
near the Braddock Road metro to turn one
of its parking lots into a dog park for resi-
dents.

The Potomac Club Residence requested
approval of an amendment to its Develop-
ment Special Use Permit to remove a 26-
space surface parking lot, which would re-
duce the parking ratio to 1.10 spaces per
housing unit, and shift the parking at the
facility exclusively to a 518-space under-
ground parking garage on the site and an-
other eight space surface parking lot. The
facility has 479 residential units and 526
parking spaces.

The Potomac Club Residence is a quarter
mile from Braddock Metro, meaning at 1.10
parking spaces per unit, it would actually
be over the 0.8 spaces per bedroom ratio
established in the text amendment. In the
text amendment, any development seeking
to build parking in excess of 0.8 spaces per
bedroom would have to file for a parking
modification special use permit.

“This proves the point that we’re going
to have some issues moving forward,” said
Macek. “Are they now going to be doing this
perverse thing of asking for a parking in-
crease by asking for a parking reduction?”

“We should be thrilled that we don’t have
to answer that tonight,” said Maria
Wasowski, a member of the Planning Com-
mission.

The Potomac Club Residence’s request
was accompanied by a letter from Judy
Guse-Noritake, president of the Braddock
Metro Citizen’s Coalition, that expressed
support for the change.

“Since this development was planned and
constructed there have been many changes
in the way people live, work, and play in
this neighborhood,” said Guse-Noritake.
“We have learned that less parking is needed
this close to the Metro stop and that open
space in such a dense area is at a premium
… Fewer cars, more open space resources
for people and a private dog park for the
tenants … this is a win-win all the way
around in our view.”

Overall, members of the Planning Com-
mission said that this was an example of
the kind of shift in parking trends that mer-
ited the text amendment.

“This is the poster child for why we’re
pursuing this new policy,” said Macek.

“It’s a pleasure to approve a project like
this,” said Mary Lyman, a member of the
Planning Commission. “How often do you
get to turn a parking lot back into a park?”

The answer would be “frequently” if Jim
Kapsis, chair of the Environmental Policy
Commission, had his way. Kapsis’ letter to
Mayor Bill Euille and members of the City
Council was included with the parking text
amendment. Kapsis’ expressed support for
the amendment as complementary with
Alexandria’s Environmental Action Plan’s
goals to reduce emissions from daily vehicle
usage and to promote “more responsible
land use.”

But the public comment portion of the
commission meeting revealed that citizens
of Alexandria’s Old Town believe the new
parking standards will hurt the already dire
condition of parking on the waterfront.

“Staff has mentioned an oversupply of
parking, but on the waterfront there is no
oversupply,” said Jerry McAndrews, an Old
Town resident. “This policy may be fine for
the rest of the city, but it puts the water-
front in a crunch.”

“The staff recommendations are surpris-
ing considering the acute shortage of spaces
and with the city proposing new develop-
ments and trying to attract more visitors,”
said Susan Askew, a local resident. “A plan
that reduces parking defies logic. We need
to think bigger and think creatively. We need
to create incentives to create more parking,
not to reduce it. If we don’t address this …
people won’t want to come to Alexandria.”

The Old Town Area Parking Study, re-
leased in early 2015 and currently under
review by the Parking Study Work Group,
showed that parking on the waterfront is
beginning to show signs of strain. On-street
parking in Old Town averages 71 percent
capacity during peak hours, which is under
the city’s definition of “full,” which ranges
from 85 to 90 percent occupancy. Maximum
capacity is not 100 percent as, at 85 per-
cent, it becomes nearly impossible for some-
one casually searching a parking area to find
a spot.

However, the study shows that many
roads near the waterfront frequently exceed
their maximum occupancy. On-street park-
ing on King Street exceeded maximum ca-
pacity on Friday and Saturday evenings,
reaching 96 percent and 92 percent capac-
ity respectively. The roads perpendicular to
King Street get more crowded closer to the
waterfront. On Mondays through Fridays,
from noon to 2 p.m., on-street parking on
St. Asaph Street, Pitt St., Fairfax St., Lee
St., Buchanan St., Harvard St. and Royal
St. falls between 91 and 95 percent capac-
ity, and reaches 91 percent capacity on Sat-
urday evenings. Union Street, Diagonal
Road, and Commerce street all reach 100
percent capacity or more. With only 16
parking spaces, parking on The Strand
never dips below 94 percent, and twice on
Fridays reaches 106 percent. The Old Town
Area Parking Study’s possible recommen-
dations include raising hourly parking rates
and decreasing on-street meter time limits,
but no plans for additional public parking.

Off-street parking locations aren’t as
crowded as on-street parking, but still av-
erages at 65 percent occupancy.

Townsend “Van” Van Fleet spoke as presi-
dent of the Old Town Civic Association in
his call to exempt all future waterfront de-
velopments from the proposed text amend-
ment.

Sandra Marks, the Deputy Director of
Transportation and Environmental Services
in the City of Alexandria, said that the city
recognized the concerns of the Old Town
residents and said that staff had included
the Old Town Area Parking Study data in
their decision-making process, but that ul-
timately the amendment is best for the city
as a whole. Marks noted that the waterfront
was outside of the half-mile radius from a
metro and developers would fall under that
classification when developing on the wa-
terfront. All currently planned develop-
ments, like the facilities at Robinson Termi-
nal North and South, and housing planned
as part of the waterfront redevelopment,
would still fall under the old parking regu-

The map of the proposed text amendment’s metro-centered parking
standards.

See Council,  Page 23
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NOW OPEN!

We are a full-service veterinary hospital focused
on high-quality medicine, surgery, and dentistry.
We are located in the heart of Shirlington Village,
across the stream from Shirlington Dog Park.
Open 7 days a week!

703-570-6600
2770 S. Arlington Mill Drive, Arlington, VA 22206
Mon-Fri 8 am-7 pm • Sat 8 am-2 pm • Sun 10 am-2 pm

shirlingtonanimalhospital.com
Follow us on Facebook.

Dana Carr, DVM

Adrienne Hergen, DVM
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People

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

W
hen Nancy Ziegler’s hus-
band died in 2006, a friend
gave her a gift certificate to
be used at The Art League.

It was there that she discovered her artistic
talents and has been a flourishing artist ever
since.

“I played the piano and studied voice so I
had some creative blood in me,” Ziegler
said. “But I had always wanted to paint. I
just never pursued it until my husband
passed away.”

Ziegler, whose work can be seen at the
Vander Zee Gallery in Old Town, joined
forces with fellow artist Eric Nelson to host
A Breath of Spring reception March 19 to
celebrate the end of winter.

Held at Artfully Chocolate in Carlyle,
Ziegler and Nelson exhibited dozens of
pieces of their work in a joint showing that
drew collectors from across Northern Vir-
ginia.

“Eric’s work is so bold,” said Anita
McFadden of Fairfax. “The contrast of pri-
mary colors he uses is so interesting.”

Unlike Ziegler, Nelson has kept sketch-
books at his side since he was a teenager.
But it wasn’t until 2006 that he “jumped
off the cliff,” leaving the corporate world to
pursue his artistry full time.

“It still took a long time for me to describe
myself as an artist,” Nelson said. “It seemed
a bit presumptive. That changed the first
time someone bought one of my pieces.”

Ziegler, who specializes in oil on canvas
landscapes, is also a fan of Nelson’s work.

“Eric’s work is so unique,” Ziegler said.
“He is such a happy artist. Everything he

Art reception celebrates
end of winter.A Breath of Spring

does makes you smile.”
Along with Artfully Chocolate co-owner

Edward Hart, Ziegler and Nelson conceived
the idea for the reception as a way to wel-
come the long-awaited change of seasons.

“The winter weather had been so dreary,”
Nelson said. “It was time to wake up and
get out of hibernation.”

Artist Eric Nelson, right, talks with collector Anita
McFadden during the Breath of Spring reception
March 19 at Artfully Chocolate. Nelson and Nancy
Ziegler showcased their artwork as part of a celebra-
tion of the official end of winter.

Artists Nancy Ziegler and Eric Nelson co-hosted the
Breath of Spring art reception March 19 at Artfully
Chocolate.

Nancy Ziegler, left, talks about her
favorite pieces with her 19-year-
old granddaughter Hayley Charas.

Photos by

John Bordner
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News

M
ario DiPatrizio was
recently named
postmaster of Alex-

andria. DiPatrizio, a postal em-
ployee of more than 23 years,
replaces John Brodbeck who
has moved to a new position in
Baltimore. DiPatrizio began his
career as a letter carrier in
Doylestown, Pa., in 1992. Soon
after, he was promoted to an
entry-level management posi-
tion in Phoenixville, Pa. His suc-
cess as a manager led to a se-
ries of postmaster promotions
with increasing responsibility
across three postal
districts.Most recently
DiPatrizio served as senior man-
ager, Post Office Operations in
the Central Pennsylvania and
Northern Virginia districts
where he provided oversight for
thousands of postal employees.
In February, DiPatrizio achieved
a career-long goal by becoming
Alexandria’s 35th postmaster. “I
am very excited to serve as post-
master for the City of Alexan-
dria and look forward to pro-
viding Alexandria residents

with efficient, dependable ser-
vice,” said DiPatrizio.In his new
position, DiPatrizio oversees
510 employees engaged in re-
tail, delivery and support op-
erations.
There are 256 routes in Alex-
andria with 152,269 delivery
points.  A swearing in cer-
emony is scheduled for Tues-
day April 21 at the Masonic
Memorial Temple located at
101 Callahan Drive, Alexan-
dria.

Mario DiPatrizio

DiPatrizio Named
New Postmaster

S
cholarship Fund of
Alexandria’s Executive Di-
rector Beth Lovain pre-

sented SFA’s largest 2015 award
during a surprise classroom visit
at T.C. Williams High School Mon-
day, April 6.

The winner of the Madelyn
Anderson Scholarship, T.C. Senior
Abby Hamilton, will receive
$10,000 per year toward her col-
lege expenses for a total of
$40,000.

Hamilton has distinguished her-
self through service as a social

entrepreneur in the Alexandria
community. Using a college-level
entrepreneurship class as a spring-
board, she parlayed her expertise
as a portrait photographer into co-
founding a nonprofit organization
to provide low-cost portraits to
military families awaiting deploy-
ment.

This initiative was recognized by
the Network for Teaching Entre-
preneurship who honored
Hamilton as a 2015 Global Young
Entrepreneur of the Year at a cer-
emony in New York City in March.

From left: T.C. Williams Lead Academic Principal Jes-
sica Hillery, Abby Hamilton, SFA Executive Director
Beth Lovain, SFA Assistant Director Alysha
Damratowski, and College Advisor Margaret Feldman.

Receiving Top Scholarship
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By Shirley Ruhe

Gazette Packet

N
o this isn’t really a brie; it looks like it
but is not the same texturally. It is made
by a Vermont creamery, Jersey cow

milk.” Vanessa Moore, proprietor of Unwined in the
Bradlee Shopping Center added, “the rind is wrapped
in tree bark but it’s runny inside. You just scoop it
out. It is so good.”

Marion Brady is looking for an Easter gift for din-
ner and says she doesn’t know all of these cheeses
and doesn’t want something too strong. she knows
she can always get something special here.

A Van Morrison song is playing in
the background. Moore is about to
open the bottles for the weekly Satur-
day afternoon wine tasting. “We fea-
ture new arrivals and wines for tradi-

tional holiday feasts.” she said. The first bottle pops
open. “This is a rosé from the village of Tavel in the
Southern Rhone Valley. We just got it in yesterday. It
is a wine drinkers rosé, not as light and delicate.”

Reed Stuntz, a long-time customer, steps up for
the first taste. “This is a regular for me. It’s a great
producer.”

Moore says the wine shop specializes in smaller
producers that represent where they come from, new
grapes, new appellations. “We have about 1,000-
1,200 different wines. We like to educate people
about their origin,” she said.

They combine new wines with familiar items. “The
store is about discovery and rotation.” Moore has
owned Unwined for 10 years and has some custom-
ers since the beginning. “One man is from South Af-
rica and back when no one else was paying atten-
tion he would tell me about the great South African
wines, what to buy. “ She said, “It’s not what we like;
it’s what the customers like. Of course we want to
drink it, too.”

Thinking back, Moore says she has seen custom-
ers change since she started selling wine. “It used to
be they would come in looking for something they
recognized and would feel lost if they didn’t find it.
Now I will suggest something new and they will try
it. I think it is because people are so well travelled
and exposed to different cultures.” She said when
she was growing up in Baton Rouge, La., that her
family went camping for vacations but now people
travel all over.

“I didn’t learn about wine until I moved to Alexan-
dria and worked here part-time while I was in gradu-
ate school before I bought the store. Her parents

Educating People about Wine
A world-wide perspective.

Vanessa Moore opens up several bottles of
newly arrived wines for the regular Satur-
day wine tasting at Unwined located in the
Bradlee Shopping Center.

“

A regular customer, Reed
Stuntz steps up to taste the
Tavel rosé which he says is
one of his favorites. “It is a
good producer.”

Marion Brady has come in to buy a special cheese for a
hostess gift to take for Easter dinner. She doesn’t want
something too strong and knows she can always get
something special here with the help of owner Vanessa
Moore.

People

At Work
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aren’t big wine drinkers and will leave an opened
bottle on the table for months thinking they can fin-
ish it. “I send them half bottles,” she said.

When she was learning about wine, “I sold the same
one kind of wine over and over to everyone because
I knew all about it.” But over time she became more
comfortable as she learned about all of the wines in
the store.

As much as Moore loves finding out about wines
and cheeses and all the other products in the store,
she says what she really likes are the clientele who
come in happy and excited to be there and the physi-
cal labor that involves 10 hours a day on her feet
delivering wines, stocking shelves and “a lot of run-
ning around.” But she says once in a while some days
when she is exhausted she thinks, “If I could just
come in and talk to people, I’d be happy.”

Moore says she wants a wine to speak to her be-
fore she has it in her mouth. If she had to choose it
would be Northern Italian reds, something aromatic.
“I love champagne.” She reaches around for more
wine glasses and pours a taste of red. “This is a
Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir from Anthill Farms. It can
stretch from ham to lamb for Easter dinner.”

A second store is located in the Belleview Shop-
ping Center. She says it is the same experience but
has a different space and wine selection and a huge
parking lot out in back where they have outdoor
events including a yearly anniversary celebration. In
addition winemakers visit both stores for special
tastings, and an educational series is offered in sit-
down classrooms. They also help customers match
wines to their meals. “Right now we’re working with
a bride and groom and another group has a wine
club and bring in their courses for us to match.”

Stuntz walks by; “It’s spring,” he said. “I have a
six-pack of different rosés.”
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic Dance
Classes at Lee Center,

1108 Jefferson Street 22314
Session Starts April 13

Register online at
alexandriava.gov › Recreation
For information,
Call:  202-657-1150
Email:  JackisDC@gmail.com

•Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9:30 am

•Monday/Wednesday 6:30 pm

From Page 1

News

See The Living,  Page 26

The Living Dead
young women.

“She was from high society,” said
Ceteras on what interested her
about the character, “But she was
adventurous, brave, and bold.”

In addition to her fame as a
writer, Harrison and two of her
cousins are credited with sewing
the first confederate battle flag.

At the bottom of the slope that
covers most of the cemetery
grounds, the last actor on the tour
wore a much more modern suit
than the other reenactors scattered
across the hillside. Terry Gish por-
trayed Wernher von Braun, one of
the cemetery’s more recent famous
residents. Braun was a German
scientist who was the chief archi-
tect of the Saturn V rocket which
sent American astronauts to the
moon on the Apollo missions. One
of Braun’s relatives had recently
left a model of one of the rockets
at the gravesite.

As a former Nazi, a member of
the Schutzstaffel (SS), and the
chief architect of the V-2 missile,
Braun is also one of the cemetery’s
more controversial figures. Gish
said it’s important to understand
the historical context for a German

scientist in the 1930s. By the
1940s, Braun became an outspo-
ken critic of the part and was even-
tually arrested as a communist
sympathizer accused of deliber-
ately sabotaging the development
of V-2 project.

Braun was brought to the United
States as part of Operation
Paperclip, a program orchestrated
by the Office of Strategic Services
(OSS) to bring more than 1,500
German scientists and engineers to
the United States. In the United
States, Braun worked on the de-
velopment of intercontinental bal-
listic missiles during the Korean
War, but would develop his great-
est achievements during his time
at NASA.

“NASA was the best thing to
happen to Braun,” said Gish. “His
technological developments were
finally about space flight, not
weapons.”

Braun’s family still lives in Alex-
andria. Last year, Gish said he was
honored to meet a relative who
visited the grave last year.

Despite Braun’s being, arguably,
the cemetery’s most famous resi-
dent, Goddin said she tries not to
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E
very year is an election year in Vir-
ginia. Here are a few examples that
demonstrate that while elections are
ubiquitous in Virginia, they are nei-

ther simple nor unimportant. Wade in, a lot
depends on figuring this out and voting. This
is not intended to be a comprehensive
list of candidates.

The choices begin April 23.
Almost every state and local elected

office in Virginia will be in play. Demo-
crats will choose their candidates in the pri-
mary on June 9. Republicans will choose can-
didates for individual offices at caucuses,
firehouse primaries and conventions, begin-
ning April 23 and finishing by June 9.

For example, the Republican candidate for
Sully District supervisor will be chosen in a
firehouse primary on Saturday, April 25 at
Westfield High School, with three candidates
seeking the nomination to replace retiring
Michael Frey.

The three candidates are Brian Schoeneman,
John Guevara and John Litzenberger, and the
winner will likely face Democrat Cathy Smith
on Nov. 3. Smith is vacating her Sully District
School Board seat to run for Sully District su-
pervisor.

This year’s elections begin May 5 with elec-
tions in the Town of Vienna with three candi-
dates vying for three positions on the Vienna
Town Council. For more, see http://
w w w. f a i r f a x c o u n t y. g o v / e l e c t i o n s /
upcoming.htm .

There are similar chains of musical chairs
happening in the Mount Vernon district, with
District Supervisor Gerry Hyland (D) retiring,

and Democrats Jack Dobbyn, Dan Storck,
Candace Bennett and Tim Sargeant seeking the
Democratic nomination to replace him. Demo-
crats will choose their candidate in a primary
June 9 at usual polling places; Republicans
have scheduled a canvass on May 16 at
Sherwood Regional Library.

IN FAIRFAX COUNTY, all 10 members of the
Board of Supervisors are on the ballot includ-
ing district members and the chairman. Also

on the ballot: all members of the School
Board including district members and
three at-large members; Constitutional
Officers Sheriff, Clerk of Court and

Commonwealth’s Attorney; and three members
of the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Con-
servation District Board Directors.

Every seat in the Virginia General Assembly
will be on the ballot, including all State Sen-
ate and House of Delegates seats. With sev-
eral key retirements, including Del. Rob
Krupicka (D), Del. Tom Rust (R) and Sen.
Toddy Puller (D), it’s clear that there will be
some change. Del. Scott Surovell (D) will give
up his seat to run for Puller’s Senate seat, so
the musical chairs continue.

IN ARLINGTON, the General Election on Nov.
3. will include Virginia Senate (30th, 31st, and
32nd Districts), Virginia House of Delegates
(45th, 47th, 48th, and 49th Districts), County
Constitutional Offices (Clerk of Court,
Commonwealth’s Attorney, Sheriff, Commis-
sioner of Revenue, and Treasurer), County
Board (two seats), and School Board. In Ar-
lington, staggered terms on the County Board
and School Board mean that there are two seats
on the County Board and one on School Board
up for election.

The Democratic party will select its nomi-

nees for County Board and House of Delegates,
45th District, on Tuesday, June 9. Republicans
will select their nominees for all offices at party
meetings or caucuses, to be held at dates to be
announced. The Republican party has until
June 9 to select nominees. Source: http://
vote.arlingtonva.us/elections/

IN ALEXANDRIA, aside from the five Demo-
cratic candidates seeking the nomination to
replace Krupicka, only one Democratic candi-
date qualified for the primary ballot for Vir-
ginia State Senate (30th and 35th Districts)
and House of Delegates (46th District) and only
six Democratic candidates qualified for the
primary ballot for City Council, so no prima-
ries for those offices will be held.

In addition, only one Republican candidate
qualified for Virginia State Senate (39th Dis-
trict) so no primary for that office will be held.
Source: http://www.alexandriava.gov/Elec-
tions

The Republican Party will be nominating its
candidates for Mayor, City Council, Virginia
House of Delegates (45th and 46th District)
and State Senate (30th and 35th District)
through a party canvass. Check with the Alex-
andria Republican City Committee for more
information,www.alexgop.org .

The Democratic Party will be nominating its
candidate for Virginia State Senate (39th Dis-
trict) by a method other than a primary. Check
with the Alexandria Democratic Committee for
more information, www.alexdems.org .

Don’t miss any of this. Check that you are
registered to vote at your current address by
visiting http://elections.virginia.gov/

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

on twitter @marykimm

A Big Election Year in Virginia
Register, research,
vote. And vote again.

Editorial

Letters

See Letters,  Page 16

Fund
Law Library
To the Editor:

The following open letter was addressed
to Mayor William D. Euille.

This letter is on behalf of the
board of directors of the Alexan-
dria Law Library. The board was
greatly disappointed to learn,
when the proposed budget for the
City of Alexandria was released on
March 2015, that the city manager
eliminated the city’s contribution
to the continued operation of the
Law Library. The city is one of the
partners who, along with the
Court and the Alexandria Bar As-
sociation, formed the Law Library
many years ago. (Each of these
partners appoints three members
to the Law Library Board.) It ap-
pears that the city manager has
taken this action without discuss-
ing the matter with the Court or
the Bar Association.
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Community

S
enior Services of Alexan-
dria and local elected of
ficials, schools, and com
munity volunteers served

as March for Meals champions by
participating in the National Meals
on Wheels America campaign to
raise awareness around senior
hunger. U.S. Rep. Don Beyer, Sher-
iff Dana Lawhorne, Mayor Bill
Euille and Councilwoman Del Pep-
per were just a few of the officials
who helped SSA deliver meals last
month. Euille also proclaimed
March as “March for Meals” month
in Alexandria.

Celebrating ‘March for Meals’

Mary Lee Anderson, U.S. Rep. Beyer and
Burgundy Farm Country Day School stu-
dents.

Alexandria Commission on Aging members
Mary Lee Anderson, Jane King and Patrick
Killeen

Undersheriff Tim Gleeson, Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, Jeff
Hensley of Jeffery’s Catering and Alexandria Black
Firefighters Association members Darrell White and
Michael Ware.

Mayor Bill Euille,
Councilwoman
Del Pepper and

Westminster
Presbyterian

Volunteers partici-
pate in National

“Mayors for
Meals” Day.

Photos Contributed
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2015 Living Legends Gather

First row, from left, are Nina Tisara, Mayor Bill Euille, Joyce Rawlings,
Councilwoman Del Pepper; second row, Kathleen Baker, Kate Campbell
Stevenson representing Marga Fripp, Fred Parker, Alice P. Morgan, Coun-
cilman John Chapman and Gayle Reuter.

By Sherry Wilson Brown

S
uppose you must select one word
to describe 2015 Living Legend
Alice P. Morgan. There are many
choices: groundbreaker, activist,

and nurturer come quickly to mind. But per-
haps the most all-encompassing is inclusive.
Morgan is about including people. For ex-
ample, when Morgan chaired Alexandria’s
annual Martin Luther King Day celebra-
tions, she found a way to include anyone
who showed an interest, even children.

“Youngsters were never too young to help,
even if all they did was distributing pro-
grams. If they wanted to help, they could,”
she said. “Some of those young volunteers
returned each year. It gave them their first
experience as volunteers.”

Kenya Turner, today a community center
director in Fairfax County, said, “I have
known Mrs. Morgan all my life. She intro-
duced me to my first role in public service
when I was 5 and she allowed me to be a
hostess for the Annual Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Memorial Service.” With continued
backing and encouragement from Morgan,
Turner went on to receive an outstanding
achievement award as a senior at
Alexandria’s T.C. Williams High School and

eventually to obtain a degree in pub-
lic administration from George Mason
University.

Morgan initiated Alexandria’s Mar-
tin Luther King Memorial Service in
1973, before the holiday was officially
recognized by the Commonwealth of
Virginia or the U.S. Congress. She went
on to volunteer as chair for 34 of the
next 35 years before finally retiring in
2008, leaving behind a well-estab-
lished legacy.

Perhaps, it is the pioneering side of
Morgan (another good word) that
motivates her to undertake challenges
no one like her has attempted. It is part
of why she was selected in 2010 by
the Alexandria Commission on Women
for the Marguerite Payez Lifetime
Achievement Award. Her nomination
cited that Morgan was the first woman
and the first African American woman
to be appointed to the Alexandria Plan-
ning Commission (on which she served
two terms). This was during a signifi-
cant period in Alexandria. Ira
Robinson had been elected to City Council,
the first African American since Reconstruc-
tion Times and he faced all-white boards
and commissions. Robinson had been
mentoring Morgan with whom he worked
on voter registration and his council cam-
paign. At his urging, Morgan applied for the
Planning Commission and was appointed.

In 1979, she was the first African Ameri-

can woman to run for City Council. Al-
though not elected, her candidacy was an
encouragement for other African American
Women. Morgan’s activities have led to en-
tries in Outstanding Young Women of
America (1970), Who’s Who among Black
Women (1975-76), and World Who’s Who
of Women, 4th Edition (1978).

The first child in a closely-knit family of
two brothers and a sister in Richmond,
Morgan graduated from Maggie L. Walker
High School which was named for her
grandfather’s half-sister. Her father, Elmore
W. Johnson, Jr. was an acquaintance of King
associate the Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker whom
he held up to his children as an example of
service with the reminder that “if you are
not part of the solution, you are part of the
problem.” Morgan believes that she devel-
oped her interest in community service from
that and in social work from her mother,
Fannye Mae Quarles Johnson who often fed
or housed friends and relatives in need.

After high school, Morgan earned a B.A.
from Virginia Union University and a
master’s degree in social work from Virginia
Commonwealth University. She had an eye
toward being an Army nurse but a dislike
of needles and blood ended that so she con-
centrated on a professional career as a so-
cial worker focusing on mental health.

In 1980, Morgan was one of 25 people
selected nationwide for an Intergovernmen-
tal Management Program sponsored by the
Department of Health and Human Services.
Her field placement was the Bureau of
Medical Services as a program analyst while
taking accelerated classes that led to a
master’s degree in public administration
from the University of Southern California
Washington Center. Among her duties was
preparing a briefing book on public health
for the Reagan Transition Team. Now re-
tired, she had been a social work adminis-
trator in various positions in such organi-
zations as Prince William County Welfare
Department, Hopkins House, then an Alex-
andria settlement house, and St. Elizabeth’s

Hospital which began as a federal gov-
ernment hospital now serving the city of
Washington, D.C.

Volunteer is another good description
for Morgan. Volunteering became an
early pattern for her. At 7, she began
making “Use Me” books for the Red
Cross. Using construction paper, she cre-
ated books that included such things as
a stick of chewing gum and invited the

reader to “chew me” and a comic strip that
invited the reader to “read me.” That was
followed by being a candy striper. By the
time Morgan was in her third year of col-
lege, she was recognized by the Red Cross
for having donated over 500 hours of ser-
vice. She also volunteered in Richmond for
voter registration and for marches and sit-
ins to desegregate restaurants and movie
theaters.

Morgan moved to Alexandria in 1967.
Early involvement focused on affordable
housing, senior citizen advocacy and afford-
able health care. Among her first activities
were volunteering for the Alexandria Ten-
ants’ Council, the Alexandria Boys Club and
the Legal Aid Society. She served on the
Police Community Relations Task Force, the
board of the Alexandria Mental Health As-
sociation, and the local chapter of the Na-
tional Conference of Christians and Jews.
From 2010 to 2013, she was on the board
of Living Legends of Alexandria. Since 2007,
she has served on the board of
Agenda:Alexandria organizing programs on
African American history, affordable hous-
ing, immigration, and T.C. Williams stu-
dents after graduation. The last is especially
important to Morgan as her children
Weldon “Donnie” Morgan and Arvette Mor-
gan Reid are graduates.

In 2012, she received the President’s Vol-
unteer Service Award for Community Ser-
vice in Alexandria which was accompanied
by a certificate and letter of congratulations
signed by President Barack Obama.

She has been married to Wilson Miles
Morgan since 1966. They “met” in college
but on a visit home, Morgan discovered that
they had known one another as toddlers
when their parents swapped babysitting
duties. She is the proud grandmother of W.
Miles and Alexandra “Zan” Morgan and
Jarren M. and Sovay A. Reid, a new gen-
eration to include in public service.

Sherry Wilson Brown is executive director of
Agenda:Alexandria

Living Legends

Living Legends:
The 2015 Project

Living Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing
501(c)(3) photo-documentary project to
identify, honor and chronicle the people
making current history in Alexandria. The
project was conceived in 2006 to create an
enduring artistic record of the people whose
vision and dedication make a positive,
tangible difference to the quality of life in
Alexandria. This is one of a series of profiles
that will appear this year. For information, to
volunteer, become a sponsor or nominate a
future Legend, visit http://
www.AlexandriaLegends.org or or contact
Info@AlexandriaLegends.com .

Never too young or
old to volunteer.

Alice P. Morgan: A Lifetime of Getting People Involved

Photo by Steven Halperson/Tisara Photography

Volunteering became an early pattern for
Alice Morgan. By the time Morgan was in
her third year of college, she was recog-
nized by the Red Cross for having do-
nated over 500 hours of service.

M
ore than 200 people gathered for
the 8th Annual Meet the Leg-
ends reception on March 19 at

the Patent & Trademark Office Madison
Building. Guests included the 2015 Living
Legends of Alexandria: Kathleen Baker, Kate
Campbell Stevenson representing Marga
Fripp, Alice P. Morgan, Fred Parker, Joyce
Rawlings, Gayle Reuter and Nina Tisara.
Though City Council had a budget work-
shop scheduled that evening, Mayor Bill
Euille stopped by to congratulate the Leg-
ends as did Councilwoman Del Pepper and
Councilman John Chapman. John Porter
served as master of ceremonies.

In the audience were staff, teachers, stu-
dents and parents from Commonwealth
Academy (C/A). Last April, Living Leg-
ends founder Nina Tisara attended a Ho-
locaust Memorial program at Market
Square and saw a quilt produced by stu-
dents at C/A. She was so impressed with
the student’s work that she contacted the
school to ask about possibilities for col-
laboration. The outcome was the produc-
tion of digital portraits, working digital
clocks, unique silkscreen designs — all
gifts for the Legends — and a tribute
video. See https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=j2t0k1PLnsE.

Photo by Steven Halperson/Tisara Photography
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The Middleton  335 N Royal St, Alexandria, VA
4 beautiful new townhomes in the heart of Old Town. $1.6m-1.8m. up
to 4,200 sq ft of living space. Elevators, hardwood floors, high end
appliances, patios, & 2 off-street prkg spaces. $1,813,600
Michelle Mitchell  CBmove.com/AX8423162

Open House, Sunday 1-4 pm  Cameron Station  5251 Bessley
Place, Alexandria, VA Original Builder’s Model home. End unit
Stoneyhurst, 4 lvl, 5 BR, 4.5 BA. Impeccable condition, large room
sizes, high ceilings, custom trim/moldings/built-is throughout. $899,000
The York Group  CBmove.com/AX8589545

Kingstowne  5695 Tower Hill Circle, Alexandria, VA
Stately colonial with over 4,200 sq ft of upgrades galore. 5 BR, 3.5 BA.
Gleaming HW floors, 4 large BR upstairs, Master suite, gourmet
kitchen, huge LL w/separate entrance, deck. $799,000
Cathy D’Antuono  CBmove.com/FX8585644

Open House, Sunday 2-4 pm  Old Town  SE Quadrant  600 Lee
Street South, Alexandria, VA Perfect Location, overlooking Lee
Street Park and Potomac River, this brick end townhome is ready to
move in! Complete with 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, gourmet kitchen and
tons of light $1,189,000 Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/AX8496964

Seminary Walk  51 Skyhill Rd #303, Alexandria, VA
Rare renovated and affordable 3 bed condo 1 mile from King St. Metro!
Granite Counters, tile flooring, Stainless Steel Appliances. Secure
entrance. 2 permitted parking spots. $309,900
Fred Marcellus  CBmove.com/AX8578023

Open House, Sunday 2-4 pm  Waynewood  1025 Croton Drive,
Alexandria, VA Wonderful Waynewood; updated and expanded Salem
with garage, basement and addition. Gleaming hardwoods, granite
counters, stainless steel appliances. 4 Bed/2.5 Baths, Welcome home!
$599,000. Lyssa Seward  CBmove.com/FX8593791

Open House, Sunday 1-4 pm  Kingstowne  5400 Castle Bar Lane,
Alexandria, VA Well-priced single detached in Kingstowne. First floor
family room with fireplace plus rec room in walk out basement, 2-car
garage, 4 bedrooms. Master suite has vaulted ceilings; granite in
kitchen. $639,000 Peter Rickert  CBmove.com/ FX8447414

Open House, Sunday 2-4 pm  Olde Belhaven Towne  6317
Barrister Place, Alexandria, VA Remodeled townhome right off G.W.
Parkway and Fort Hunt Road for easy commuting! New roof, gourmet
kitchen, redone baths, HVAC, and parking. Includes 3 levels, 3 BR, 3.5
BA. $639,900. Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/ FX8557421

Open House, Sunday 2-4 pm  Grist Mill  8900 Grist Mill Woods Ct
Alexandria, VA Incredible 4 bedroom home on private 1/2 lot with
over 4,500 sq feet! Light and airy with a versatile floor plan. Huge walk-
out basement. Updated kitchen w/granite and SS apps. $889,000
Melanie Trainer  CBmove.com/FX8588978

Fort Williams Park  3613 Trinity Drive, Alexandria, VA
This meticulously maintained 4 BR + 3 1/2 BA brick colonial boasts 2
fps, hardwood floors, library, updated kitchen & baths + finished lower
level with au pair suite. $849,000
Donnan C. Wintermute  CBmove.com/AX8581719

Old Town  305 Gibbon
Street, Alexandria, VA
Elegant home in the Southeast
quadrant with many upgrades
throughout. 2 BR, 1 BA
w/separate DR that leads to
outside patio & yard.
Hardwoods, plantation
shutters, and so much more.
$785,000
Cathy D’Antuono
CBmove.com/AX8591253

Old Town  649 South
Columbus Street,
Alexandria, VA
Nestled on a quiet courtyard,
this delightful 2 BR + 2 1/2 BA
townhome offers sparkling
hardwood floors, FPs, updated
baths + off-street parking.
$585,000
Donnan C. Wintermute
CBmove.com/AX8588292
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You may recall that in the 2015
budget cycle, the city manager
proposed completely eliminating
the city’s contribution to the Law
Library. We believe that the coun-
cil determined that continued op-
eration of the Law Library is ben-
eficial to the citizens of the City of
Alexandria when it reinstated its
contribution in the amount of
$62,462. Although these funds
were insufficient to employ a full-
time law librarian, and the full-
time law librarian position was ter-
minated, the Law Library kept its
doors open by employing tempo-
rary personnel at reduced hours.
Also, as noted last year, the Law
Library has discussed a possible
combination with the City Library.

The city’s contribution to the
Law Library is used primarily to
cover personnel costs. As a result
of the elimination of funds by the
city, the Law Library will not be
able to cover future personnel
costs. The termination of the city’s
contribution also eliminates any
possible combination with the City
Library. It is our understanding
that the City Library cannot con-
sider a combination with the Law
Library if there are not sufficient

By Scott Roy McLean

W
ho would have thought
that a single individual
taking a stand for the

First Amendment would prompt
Alexandria to remove a 50-year
old ordinance from the books? But
that is just what happened — and
it’s a victory for everyone’s free
speech rights, and everyone’s right
to sell their car without ridiculous
restrictions on advertising.

For those who are new
to the story, before March
14, it was illegal in Alex-
andria to have a “For
Sale” sign displayed on your
parked car. The law has been on
the books since 1963, allowing for
city officials to ticket and collect
fines of up to $100 for each of-
fense. Unfortunately, this hap-
pened to me in early 2012, and I
fell victim to a ticket on my car
for violating a law that I didn’t
even know existed.

Feeling that my First Amend-
ment rights were being violated, I
filed a lawsuit against the city last
October.

In response, City Council has
now unanimously voted to repeal

this ill-conceived law that had
been trapping unaware
Alexandrians for the last half-cen-
tury. My lawyers at the Pacific Le-
gal Foundation (who took this case
without charge) discovered that
over the past five years, more than
700 citations were given to
Alexandrians, resulting in more
than $28,000 in fines for the city.
In other words, a citation was writ-
ten almost every two-and-a-half
days to unsuspecting residents like

me. I grew up thinking
that being able to adver-
tise, as long as the ad-
vertisement contained

truthful information, was a
person’s right. It is a form of free
speech, after all. Alexandria was
not, and is not, alone in this prac-
tice. Other local governments and
even some of our nation’s courts
have forgotten that free speech is
essential to free enterprise. The
ability to express truthful informa-
tion to potential customers is not
universally, or even consistently,
protected around the country, nor
even within the Commonwealth.
I would suggest, however, that it
should be protected just as other
forms of speech are protected.

Being able to communicate freely
with potential customers is essen-
tial. For sellers, being able to ad-
vertise might be just as important
as being able to express support
for a political candidate, to pros-
elytize a religion, or to express an
opinion on public policy. Freedom
to do these other things is impor-
tant too, but they can’t put bread
on the table.

I am so grateful to the liberty-
loving attorneys at Pacific Legal
Foundation, as well as to the fine
attorneys at Holtzman Vogel
Josefiak PLLC. Because of their
efforts, Alexandria has seen fit to
do the sensible thing and repeal
this poorly thought-out law. I ap-
plaud the city for doing what is
right for Alexandrians but if the
city wants to continue in this vein,
it might consider repealing other
freedom-squelching laws. For ex-
ample, the other half of the same
section that prohibited my “For
Sale” sign makes it illegal to do
maintenance on your own vehicle
if parked on the street. So be care-
ful out there, Alexandrians, espe-
cially if you have to change out a
headlight or replace an air filter.

The writer is a resident of Alexandria.

‘All Clear’ Given To For Sale Signs

Commentary

funds in the budget to employ a
law librarian. In addition, the ter-
mination of funding by the city
caused the three city-appointed
board members to resign.

Because of the fiscal impact of
the city’s decision to terminate
funding for the Law Library, the
board voted to close the Law Li-
brary effective March 27. This
leaves the City of Alexandria as the
only jurisdiction in Northern Vir-
ginia without the resources of a
law library available to its citizens.
It should be noted that almost two-
thirds of the Law Library patrons
are not lawyers. Closing the Law
Library will result in the loss of
significant, important services to
the citizens of the City of Alexan-
dria.

We do not believe that it is in
the city’s best interest for the Law
Library to close. The board of di-
rectors of the Alexandria Law Li-
brary respectfully requests that
City Council reestablish its com-
mitment to the Law Library and
permanently reinstate funding.

Michael L. Zupan
President, Board of Directors

Alexandria Law Library
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HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

L
ocal interior design enthusiasts
will have an opportunity to tour
a much-anticipated unveiling this
weekend when the 2015 Design

House opens in McLean on Sunday, April
12 at noon, with ticket sales benefiting the
Children’s National Health System.

The 8,869-square-foot home was built by
Artisan Builders and designed by Harrison
Design to look like an old American farm-
house. Then, 24 local
designers were cho-
sen to design a room
in the home — the
eighth annual design
house — using inspi-
ration that ran the
gamut from Ameri-
can art to the home’s
natural surround-
ings. Organizers
hope the varied
styles will make the home’s design appear
to have evolved over many years.

THE KITCHEN was designed by Paul
Lobkovich and Emily Neifeld, of Lobkovich
Kitchen Designs in Tysons Corner. Antique
white walls accented by a custom hood in
both black and stainless steel create a
simple, but elegant gathering space.

If this kitchen is the hub of a home’s ac-
tivities, then the butler’s pantry is where the
preparation for those celebrations begins.
That notion was the inspiration for Margery
Wedderburn’s design. “This butler’s pantry
is the celebration of a good life,” said
Wedderburn, of Margery Wedderburn Inte-
riors, LLC in Vienna. “One enters the heart
of the home, the kitchen and family room,
through this butler’s pantry, so the room is
casually elegant, but doesn’t take itself too
seriously. It is happy, bright and fun.

“This home was designed to have a coun-
try farmhouse feeling, and we were inspired
by the architecture plus the Virginia coun-
tryside,” she said, explaining that nature
was also a big inspiration. “We have the
casual green leaf wallpaper, plus we de-
signed a custom, faux-wallpaper on the ceil-
ing which looks just like repurposed wood.
We bring the outdoors in with the green and
blue tones of the space, including the fun
peacock color, which ties in with our pea-

cock feathers in the umbrella stand.”
Another active hub of the home is the

back stair hallway, which connects all three
floors. Although it’s windowless, designer
David Benton’s goal was to create a warm,
welcoming and stylish space. “Using furni-
ture, lighting and accents, we visually di-
vided the hall into two zones,” said Benton
of RA Spaces, the interior division of Rill
Architects in Potomac, Md. Benton even
created a “virtual window” with a commis-
sioned painting, “Old Dominion Sky.”

The first-floor space is accented with a
custom, tufted
bench and unex-
pected pops of
color to create a
formal space be-
tween the butler’s
pantry and dining
room. “The hall
space that connects
the garage, mud-
room and kitchen is
anchored by a con-

sole table and wool rug,” said Benton.
Open shelving and a built-in desk offer

additional display areas. Benton finished
the space with a chandelier by Circa Light-
ing and photo art. Those accessories “de-
liver fresh takes on period furnishing,” said
Benton. “The classic Eames bright blue fi-
berglass shell chair introduces an unex-
pected Americana twist.”

“Like the house, which feels like it has
been added to over time, we wanted the
interior to feel like an acquired collection
of pieces,” said Benton. “The useful stor-
age bench and custom sweater rug give the
space warmth and style. The fun and inex-
pensive swag light is another way we added
flair and utility.”

INSPIRED BY A SAILING TRIP through
the fjords of New Zealand and by the bright
oil-on-canvas painting, “Mountains and
Sea,” designer Lisa Tureson, of Studio
Artistica in Oak Hill, created a powder room
that she said resembles “a little art gallery.”

Tureson hung a custom, hand-etched mir-
ror and eight paintings in the space. “My
goal was to create a pictorial space since
I’m an artist and painter,” she said. “The
subtle sparkle on the walls … adds pizzazz.”

When designing the room known as the
gentleman’s retreat, Scott Cooke, of Scott
Cooke Design in Alexandria, wanted to

Photo by Angie Seckinger/D.C. Design House

The 2015 D.C. Design House opens to the public on Sunday, April 12.

McLean showcase home opens to the public April 12.D.C. Design House

D.C. Design House
956 Mackall Farm Lane, McLean, will be open to
the public starting Sunday, April 12, noon-5 p.m.
❖ Regular Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-3

p.m.; Thursday rvenings 5-8 p.m.; Saturday-
Sunday, noon-5 p.m. Closed Mondays. (Visitors
must arrive one-half hour before closing time to
take the tour.)

❖ Last day: Sunday, May 10, noon-5 p.m.
❖ Admission: $30. Purchase tickets at

www.dcdesignhouse.com or at the door.

“honor the architecture of the house itself,
with a room that’s rustic in nature, and that
feels in sync with the time period the house
evokes,” he said.

From the wooden poster bed and canopy
to the rug and art, Cooke used neutral hues
throughout the room. He drew inspiration
from the home of the late fashion designer
Bill Blass, which was, “done in a monochro-
matic color story ranging from white and
parchment, to caramel, chocolate, espresso

and black,” said Cooke.
Transforming this grand house into a

home was a mammoth undertaking, but one
designers say was well worth the effort.

“It is an honor to be a part of this amaz-
ing group of designers,” said Wedderburn.
“The great thing about the group is that
everyone is wonderful and helpful to each
other. There is a special camaraderie here
and we are all drawing inspiration off each
other.”
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By Shirley Ruhe
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A
bucket of 5-inch long pod-shaped
razor clams from Virginia Beac sits
on the counter ready for the lunch

special at Bastille.
“This dish is seasonal,” said Chef

Christophe Poteaux. “It depends on the
moon cycle since you need a wide beach
when the tides are out to harvest the clams.
The clams dig deep into the sand.” The chef
will add “a little bunch of vegetables” from
a tray of square white containers. Into the
skillet with a little oil go the artichokes, fen-
nel, celery, carrots, peppers and tomatoes
and he says shaking the pan, “we sauté them
but not so much they color.”

Poteaux added, “I’ve seen people become
more adventuresome these days. Ten years

ago they wouldn’t have or-
dered braised veal breasts,
and hangar steak was a little
obscure.” He added that side

dishes of vegetables and small plates are a
lot more popular because they are nutri-
tious. He says this past winter the customer
favorites have been the short rib beef daube,
and the potato gnocchi, “and there’s the
homard curry (lobster Thai style.)” But
Poteaux said, “I have a personal feeling
about duck — confit on cassoulet, rillettes
and duck prosciutto which I cure for 48
hours and then hang to dry.”

He sees a trend inpeople interested to
know where their
ingredients are
from locally. “As a
French person the
ingredients are es-
sential.”

Poteaux always
wanted to be a
chef. He had a cousin in France with a res-
taurant where he sometimes worked in the
summers as a youth. “My other influence

Meet the Chef: Christophe Poteaux at Bastille
Ingredients are
important to the
French.

was my grandpa, who was a baker. See his
picture is in the hallway,” he said, pointing
through the kitchen door. Poteaux spent
several summers there with his grandpa. He
came to the U.S. in 1977. “I worked in fi-
nance and banking and got a late start on
cooking. I made a good living, but I was

miserable.” He went
to Los Angeles, then
moved to New York.
From 2003-2006 he
was a chef at the
Watergate Hotel.

Poteaux rubs salt
between his fingers,

and adds tellicherry pepper, a splash of
chardonnay and shellfish broth to the skil-
let. He covers the dish for 3-4 minutes. “Get

The razor clams are added to a bit
of oil and slightly sautéed veg-
etables, covered and cooked 3-4
minutes.

Michelle Poteaux, pastry chef at Bastille, brings in a tray of freshly
baked foccacia to top with aioli for the finishing touch.
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me a cassoulet dish,” he said, adding the
large pink shrimp at the last minute “so you
don’t over do it.”

Michelle Poteaux appears around the cor-
ner with a sheet of crisp newly-baked
focaccia.”I thought you might want to use
these with some aioli on the dish with the
special.”

He says the most difficult thing to cook is
lobster because you have to be careful of
the temperature or “it will curdle and get
tough.” Also duck because it is lean and
gamey so you have to cook it slowly on the
skin to render the fat. Poteaux begins his
day about 9 a..m when “I make sure every-
one is on time.” Then he checks his ingre-
dients.

The menu is set for the season but he may

change one dish, and he has a special for
the day. “For instance we had rockfish two
weeks ago when they told me they could
go to the water to get some.” When they
have a special he will do it himself the first
few times so the others in the kitchen know
how for next time. “I am the quality con-
trol.”

Sometimes he gets an idea. “I have been
cooking for 20 years so I start with a classic
and add a few things. My ideas burst.” He
thinks of the seasons, what is fresh and then
adds protein. But he says he has failures.
“Then I laugh.” Before he puts a new dish
on the menu, he tries it out on his staff and
then adds it to the menu when it’s ready.

Large black and white pictures of his wife
Michelle and the children line the walls in
the main dining room. Michelle is the pastry
chef originally from Billings. Mo., and they
met at UCLA. Today she has made ananas
rotie, roasted spiced pineapple with almond
cake. Bastille moved to its present location
on N. Fayette Street in January from its
former location on N. Royal Street. Poteaux
said they were bursting out of the old build-
ing. Now they have a main dining room with
45 seats and a smaller one in back, “plus a
40-seat patio just waiting for spring. With
the development of the waterfront and the
sale of the power plant, this area is flour-
ishing.”

“I have a personal feeling
about duck.”

— Christophe Poteaux, Chef,
Bastille Restaurant

In the

Kitchen

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, descriptionand contact for
event: phone, email orand/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome . Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore the event.

ONGOING
Michael Graves Memorial Exhibit.

Through Friday, April 10 during
library hours at Beatley Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. The architect
and designer of the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, Michael
Graves, passed away on March 12.
The Library has devoted a memorial
table of his work along with a feature
on the Alexandria Library website.
Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

Art Exhibit. Through Tuesday, April
14. Sunday and Monday, 12-5 p.m.;
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,

10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday and Saturday,
10 a.m.-8 p.m. at Principle Gallery,
208 King St. Artist Kevin Fitzgerald
presents a collection of coastal
images painted in the tonalist style.
Visit www.principlegallery.com.

“Strong Men and Women.” Through
April 14 at Alexandria Library, 5005
Duke St. The display honors
distinguished African-Americans from
Virginia. Contact Kyle Maier at 703-
746-1776.

Art Show. Through May 3 at Cove, 805
King St., Alexandria. Cove will
partner with ArtSee to open the
doors of their Alexandria location for
a reception featuring the work of
Alexandria artist, Pete McCutchen.
The work on display shares
McCutchen’s “Geometrics” series.
Visit cove.is for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, May 3 at

Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
North Union St. Two new exhibits
will be on display at the Multiple
Exposures Gallery by artists Susan
Meyers and Colleen Henderson. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

Nine Paintings from John
Chapman. Through May 25, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. at the Donald W. Reynolds
Museum and Education Center
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. Nine
unique paintings by the Virginia born
artist John Gadsby Chapman (1808-
1889) illustrating landscape scenes
important to George Washington’s
biography are on view. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

“Paws ‘N Claws for Art.” Runs
through May 31 at Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter, 4101 Eisenhower
Ave., Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans

and Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria teamed up to present this
animal-themed, fundraising exhibit.
Both nonprofits receive a percentage
of each sale. Also showing, but not
for sale, will be UpCycle’s Fur-Vor
project community-based student-
recycled dog art. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW
for more.

“Intricacies” Exhibit. Through
Sunday, May 31 at various times at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane.
Artist-Photographer Nina Tisara
unveils her “Intricacies” exhibit, a
collection of mosaics. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org.

Art for Life. Third Thursday of every
month. 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory, 105 N Union St. Hyatt
Regency Crystal City has partnered
will the National Kidney Foundation

for a program highlighting a different
artist each month for a year.

THROUGH APRIL 26
“The Island.” Various times at

MetroStage, 1201 N Royal St. The
Island is set on Robben Island in
South Africa where two political
prisoners labor during the day and
perform “Antigone” by night. Visit
www.metrostage.com.

“Art and Story.” Through April 26 at
Shirlington Library, 4200 Campbell
Ave., Arlington. Del Ray Artisans
presents artworks illustrating the
power of art and story. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW
for more.

THROUGH APRIL 25
Art Exhibit. The Torpedo Factory, The

Entertainment

Calendar



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 9-15, 2015  ❖  19www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Spring Specials
RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

• Fresh Jumbo Shad Roe
• Split Pea Soup
• Venison Medallions
 • Beef Wellington

• Dover Sole
 • Coq au Vin
 • Cassoulet

 • Bouillabaisse

Le Refuge was rated #1 in Alexandria
on TripAdvisor. Thank you for your

continued support.

Associates Gallery, studio 319, 105 North Union.
Ceramics artist Bev Andrews, painter Ann Noel,
mixed media artist Gail Spencer Saour and fine
arts photographer Jo Ann Tooley will present
work for an exhibit titled “Layers.” Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

THROUGH MAY 17
“COMPARTMENTALIZED.” 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday-Friday and during performances at The
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts
Center, Margaret W. and Joseph L. Fisher Art
Gallery at the Alexandria Campus of Northern
Virginia Community College, 5000 Dawes Ave.
The exhibit, featuring Lang’s assemblages of
photography, digital photomontage, and found
objects will be on display. Free. Visit
www.schlesingercenter.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 10
“Dance for All Ages.” 7-9 p.m. at T.C. Williams

High School. 3330 King St. Find dancing,
refreshments, and door prizes. Free. RSVP to
jackie.mccord@alexandria.gov.

Tartan Day is a celebration of
Scottish culture, Saturday, April
11, 1:30-6 p.m. Those of Scottish
descent (and those who are not)
may don kilts and head to Old
Town’s Market Square for an af-
ternoon of traditional music and
dance. Tartan Day attendees will
also find Scottish-themed mer-
chandise for sale. Admission is
free. Visit www.dctartanday.org.
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Celebrate
Tartan Day

SATURDAY/APRIL 11
2015 HOPE Experience. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at Hilton

Alexandria Mark Center Hotel, 5000 Seminary
Road. Child Care/Family Expert and Lifetime
TV’s “America’s Supernanny” Deborah Tillman
will headline this conference designed to
encourage and empower parents. Admission is
$99.99 plus service fees. Couples tickets are
$149.99 plus service fee. Child care is available
for an additional $40 fee. See
www.theparentingmovement.org.

Pinwheel making. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. at Del Ray
Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Children are
invited to learn to make their own pinwheels.
This is a partnership with Stop Child Abuse
Now, Virginia (SCAN), which uses pinwheels as
a symbol for child abuse awareness. This event
is free, $5 suggested donation. Visit
www.scanva.org/kidsneedconnections.

Walking Tour. 1-3 p.m. at The Friendship
Firehouse, 107 S Alfred St. Attend the
“Firefighting in Civil War Alexandria Walk
Tour.” Tickets are $6 for adults, $4 for children
10-17. Visit www.friendshipfirehouse.net.

Tartan Day. 1:30-6 p.m. at Market Square. Learn
about the Scottish culture by viewing

Entertainment
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree Estimates

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

(3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!
New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!
Tree Clearance Sale

30% OFF
All Trees 2014 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2014 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2014 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2014 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2014 & Prior

More Citrus & Flowering
Tropicals are Coming

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

Tomatoes
& Peppers

Arrive Friday!

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

Exp. 4/30/15

traditional and contemporary music and
dance. Free. Visit
www.dctartanday.org/
scottishfestival.

Mag-Whirl Gala. 7 p.m. at 201
Cambridge Road. This event will
feature three magicians and DC’s
own Eric Henning, Magician of the
Year. Benefits Bishop Ireton HS Tech
Theater Dept. and Ring 50 of the
IBM. Tickets start at $15. Call 703-
347-5540.

“Dare to Think Heroically.” 8 p.m.
at Alexandria Symphony Orchestra,
2121 Eisenhower Ave. Suite 608. The
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
welcomes Pianist Thomas Pandolfi to
Present Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1.
Children’s tickets are $5. Adult
admission is $60-80. Visit
www.alexsym.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 12
Architecture Tour. 1-3 p.m. at

Market Square. As part of Alexandria
Architecture Week, local architects
will provide free walking tours
through Old Town Alexandria. The
tours will highlight the history of
Alexandria as reflected through its
architecture, showcasing examples
from Georgian to Art Deco. Register
at http://aianova.org/panes/
event.php?eventID=1102.

“Dare to Think Heroically.” 3 p.m.
at Alexandria Symphony Orchestra,
2121 Eisenhower Ave. Suite 608. The
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
welcomes Pianist Thomas Pandolfi to
Present Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1.
Children’s tickets are $5. Adult
admission is $60-80.

Artist Talk: Enveloping Time. 3
p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St., Alexandria. Opening for an
exhibition of the works of Robert
Cwiok in the Athenaeum gallery.
Cwiok’s paintings, collage, and mixed
media works lead visitors on a visual
tour through the development of an
artist. Text, print ephemera and
envelopes are visual leitmotifs
throughout his career. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

TranzitionMe Grand Opening. 3-7
p.m. at 2815 Duke St. Tour
TranzitionMe, a new holistic wellness
center offers yoga, colon
hydrotherapy, sauna and more. Free.
Call 703-212-5802 to RSVP.

“Music in the Life of President
Lincoln.” 4 p.m. at Ernst
Community Cultural Center Northern
Virginia Community College
Annandale Campus, 8333 Little River
Turnpike. Explore Lincoln’s musical
preferences, from opera and folk
songs to patriotic melodies and
spirituals. $40 for adults; $30 for
seniors. Student admission is free.
See www.virginiachamber
orchestra.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 13
“Sniff the Breezes.” All day at Ten

Thousand Villages, 915 King St. In
honor of the Egyptian Spring Holiday
“Sniffing the Breezes Day,” Ten
Thousand Villages will host a
fundraiser for Hands along the Nile
Development Center. Visit
www.tenthousandvillages.com/
alexandria.

TUESDAY/APRIL 14
“Zappa Plays Zappa.” 7:30 p.m. at

The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave. The eldest son of Frank
Zappa, Dweezil performs his father’s
music. Tickets are $65. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 15
Antiques Club. 9:30-11 a.m. at Hollin

Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. The
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Antiques
Club presents Dick Hamly, discussing
oarlocks. Experience with sailing and

rowing, as well as serving in the
Navy sparked his interest in different
oarlock types, led to collecting them,
including visits to Venice where he
learned about variations in shape and
details of design in Italian oarlocks,
even to a high art. Free, public
invited. Call 703-360-4979 or email
annconnell@verizon.net for more.

Book Signing. 5-7 p.m. at @home 111
S. Alfred St. Col. Patrick Murray will
be signing and celebrating the launch
of his new book “Government is the
Problem.” Free. Visit
www.athomedcmetro.com.

Joan Armatrading. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt Vernon Ave.
singer/songwriter Joan Armatrading
performs. Tickets start at $75. visit
www.joanarmatrading.com.

Swing Dancing. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.
Dance to the rockabilly/early rock
music of Tom Bowes, Willie Barry,
Eric Hurt and Louis Newmyer.
Tickets are $10. Call 703-751-8900.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 16-19
Spring Book Sale. Members preview

on Thursday, 4-8:30 p.m.; Friday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 1-4:30 p.m. at
Charles E. Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St. Books are $3 or less
unless specifically marked. Find
hardbacks, paperbacks, children’s
books, and audio-visual items.Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

 APRIL 16-MAY 31
Art Exhibit. Athenaeum Gallery, 201

Prince St. “Rara Avis” is an exhibition
of bird-centric works of Beverly Ress,
Langley Spurlock and Martin Tarrat
in the Athenaeum Gallery. Free
gallery admission. Visit nvfaa.org.

THURSDAY/APRIL 16
Book Signing. 7:30 p.m. at Stacy C.

Sherwood Community Center, 3740
Old Lee Highway. Author Mary Kay

Andrews will meet fans and sign
copies of her books. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov.

FRIDAY/APRIL 17
Principle Gallery Reception. 6:30-9

p.m. at Principle Gallery, 208 King
St. The Gallery will celebrate the
opening of the “Tempo & Pause”
exhibit with artists Valerio D’Ospina
and Greg Gandy. Free. Visit
www.principlegallery.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 18
Tea Tasting. 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Attendees will learn
about and taste several types of
Chinese Pu-Erh tea. Tickets are $25.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring.

Exhibit Reception. 3-5 p.m. at The
Target Gallery, 105 North Union St.
Eunsook Lee will discuss her exhibit
of blacklight threads sealed and
laminated alongside images and
other materials. Free.
www.torpedofactory.com.

“COMPARTMENTALIZED” Opening
Reception. 6-8 p.m. at Margaret W.
and Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery,
5000 Dawes Ave. Attend the opening
reception for Zofie Lang’s
“Compartmentalized Exhibit.” Free.
Visit www.schlesingercenter.com.

Country-Western Dance. 7-9:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a benefit dance
for the Fisher House Foundation. $20
admission. See www.nvcda.org.

APRIL 18-MAY 31
“Dispersed Family.” Gallery hours at

The Target Gallery, 105 North Union
St. Eunsook Lee’s exhibit of
blacklight threads sealed and
laminated alongside images and
other materials are on display. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.com.

Spring Cleaning
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The Little Theatre of Alexandria is cleaning out its closets and will hold a yard
sale Saturday, April 11, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Costumes, props, set pieces, wigs and more
will be for sale as LTA prepares for next season’s productions. Costume items
will include gowns, wedding gowns, period and vintage pieces, sport coats, men’s
and women’s suits, jackets, coats, country-western pieces, furs, hats, shoes and
purses. Entire shows such as “Spamalot” will be sold as a group or as individual
costumes with helmets and copper shoes alike on the block. 600 Wolfe St. Call
703-683-0496.

Entertainment
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MS program
in Biotechnology

http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

One year with rolling admission

Fall 2015 deadline is 5/15/15

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

One year with rolling admission

Fall 2015 deadline is 5/15/2015

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

MS program
in Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology

http://bmcb.georgetown.edu/masters/
biochemms
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See Letters,  Page 22

Breaking
Golden Egg
To the Editor:

Sell City Hall for private devel-
opment? Construct a building on
Market Square? Relocate a city ad-
ministration building to the West
End? Is someone putting a hallu-
cinogenic in Alexandria’s water
that is affecting our mayor and two
members of council?

Sure it is going to cost some-
thing for the upkeep of City Hall.
Every building needs maintenance
and City Hall is old. That building
and Market Square are heart and
soul of Alexandria. Old Town has
been characterized as the “goose
that lays the golden [tourist] egg”
for Alexandria. If so, City Hall is
the yolk of that egg.

The council seems all to willing
to spend millions on questionable
items (e.g. Option B, Potomac
Yards Metro Stop) but some mem-
bers now have qualms about fix-
ing up the city’s crown jewel. It has
to be something in the water.

Jack Sullivan
Alexandria

ASF: Worthy
Of Support
To the Editor:

The director of development for
the Alexandria Seaport
Foundation’s letter to the editor in
the March 26 issue of the Gazette
Packet advised us of the relocation
of the ASF from the Robinson Ter-
minal warehouse to the “little red-
roofed building” floating at the
foot of Queen Street. Ms [Kathy]
Seiffert’s letter also credited cer-
tain entities for providing long-
term and transitional support for
the ASF. As one who has been in-
volved in ASF since the late 1980s,
I’d like to place some additional
perspective on the ASF’s opera-
tions as well as dispel certain mis-
understandings about their pro-
gram.

First of all, the contribution that
highly-skilled volunteers make to-
ward the development of “youths
at risk” is truly remarkable and
commendable. Former executives,
journeymen and various retirees,
all of whom possess broad experi-
ence and appropriate job skills,
create a reliable cadre of expertise
that gives Alexandria an enormous
“Bang for the buck” in the ASF’s
conduct of daily training toward
marketable job skills for youths at
risk.

Secondly, hearing criticism “on
the street” that the building of
small wooden boats is “so passe”
and “has no relevance to today’s

needs,” is very much shortsighted.
The building of small wooden
boats is the perfect medium to ex-
ercise math skills, teamwork, plan-
ning and interpretative problem-
solving. (Further, that they can
work in wood allows for errors
made along the way to be cor-
rected as part of the learning ex-
perience.) Computers are regu-
larly used where appropriate.

Thirdly, it allows a platform for
highly-skilled, motivated and com-
munity-sensitive volunteers to do-
nate, share and exercise their skills
toward the community good. (If
one translated their skills into
comparative salaries, the program
could well be unaffordable.)

Lastly, as one who has partici-
pated in gaining rapport with
some apprentices, let me state that
innate intelligence and potential
does not require a sophisticated
pedigree. One could be surprised
at the latent skills residing in
young people who have been ei-
ther misled by unsavory peers or
happened to live within a home
environment that is not conducive
to positive personal development.
I could cite examples of former
apprentices who have entered the
workforce,, excelled and became
taxpayers instead of liabilities to
our communities.

What the Seaport Foundation
needs now is a reliable major spon-
sor (locally prominent or other-
wise) to provide tax-exempt fund-
ing for these nationally-known
and valuable programs that work,
as well as appropriate space for
their shop and its donated tools
and equipment.

The Alexandria Seaport Founda-
tion is indeed a community re-
source worth preserving and main-
taining for many reasons.

Allan L. Gruer
Alexandria

Fiduciary
Responsibility
To the Editor:

Thanks to Vice-Mayor Allison
Silberberg for speaking out against
the outrageous proposal of selling
City Hall [“Selling Alexandria’s
City Hall,” Gazette Packet, April
2].

Squeezing a new building into
the City Hall plaza is an equally
bad idea. City Hall is the anchor
of Old Town. We need to maintain
it like we do our streets, bridges,
parks and monuments. The fidu-
ciary responsibility of the mayor
and City Council is to preserve,
protect and enhance Alexandria’s
assets, not convert them into cash.

Andrew M. Findlay
Alexandria

Pot of Gold?
To the Editor:

When I opened my April 1 edi-
tion of the Gazette Packet and read
the article entitled “Selling
Alexandria’s City Hall,” I assumed
that the newspaper was paying
homage to April Fool’s Day. Read-
ing on, I found that the article was
chronicling a real City Council
debate — one held on March 17.
At that meeting, Mayor Euille was
promoting the option of selling
City Hall or entering into some
type of “public-private partner-
ship” to commercialize it so that
the city could extract a “pot of
gold” measured in “hundreds of
millions of dollars.” In addition to
exploring the sale of City Hall, the
mayor suggested that the city
should consider replacing the
“plaza” next to City Hall — Mar-
ket Square to all of us — with a
revenue-producing building.

We have many complex devel-
opment debates ongoing in Alex-
andria, between those who seek to
maximize the dollars out of every
economic growth opportunity and
those who argue that future
growth be done in a manner that
protects the integrity of our exist-
ing communities. Issues of pre-
serving open space, providing for
development of appropriate scale
and architectural consistency are
central to almost all of these dis-
cussions from the West End to the
Waterfront. Through all of that, I
never thought we would hear an
elected leader muse about selling
City Hall or building on our cen-
tral town square.

I agree with Vice Mayor
Silberberg’s statement at the meet-
ing. City Hall “is the heart and soul
of Old Town.” If we need to fix it
we must. Renovations can make
the space more efficient and open
parts of it up to new uses. The
mayor’s comments that we are sit-
ting on “a pot of gold” at City Hall
and ought to consider selling it will
strike a disturbing chord with
many Alexandrians. Many of us do
not live in Old Town, but we look
to City Hall and the Historic Dis-
trict as our core. We find it an im-
portant part of what makes our
city special. Many other commu-
nities in our region have designed
town centers that seek to create
what Alexandria has — and has
had for more than 150 years. City
Hall and Market Square are not
“Pots of Gold” — they are central
to the core of our City. We must
credit Vice Mayor Allison
Silberberg for speaking promptly,
strongly, and clearly on this issue.

Both Vice Mayor Silberberg and
the current mayor are running for
mayor in 2015. The choice as to
who best represents the balance
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that most Alexandrians want is clear. We
don’t need leadership that speaks cavalierly
about “Pots of Gold” or speculates about
new commercial buildings on our central
town square. We need new vision for Alex-
andria and someone who will restore con-
fidence in our leaders. For the past three
years, Allison Silberberg has worked to pro-
vide that vision and that confidence. Her
reaction to selling City Hall for a pot of gold
was yet another example of her making the
right call. We should all remember that this
important primary is June 9 and early vot-
ing starts on April 24.

Jeanne Harley
Alexandria

Costs of
Development
To the Editor:

Councilwoman Del Pepper likens open-
ing a new fire station without any
firefighting equipment or firefighters to
opening a library without any books as if
she and her colleagues were somehow dis-
interested bystanders, instead of the elected
officials in charge of an incompetent city
government which lets this happen.

Alexandria’s brand-new fire station with-
out firefighters is a testament to the hid-
den costs of all this development city hall
has green lighted lately. A whopping 4 cent
tax hike two years ago and another increase
last year still isn’t enough to cover basic
needs like equipping and staffing a fire sta-
tion necessitated by all the development city
hall is allowing in the West End.

If all this development really were good
for us, wouldn’t it be generating extra rev-
enue — net of costs — so we wouldn’t need
to increase taxes? Every year, city hall has
some squirrelly excuse or another for rev-
enue shortfall, but the constant is this de-
velopment binge and its hidden costs.

Remember the brand new, unequipped,
unstaffed fire station when the same cast
of characters tries selling you on a new
metro station.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Focus Attention
On School Buildings
To the Editor:

Citizens of Alexandria, I have written sev-
eral articles in this newspaper not only to
inform you of what is happening in the city
but also to raise your ire on important is-
sues so you will take action. I have a con-
fession to make I have been holding out on
you. I have been hoping that things would
change, however things have not changed
and they are spiraling out of control and
the whole academic and economic well be-
ing of our city will be affected unless we
act. Put away the partisan politics; we have
no need and no time for that nonsense. Here
is the story.

I have written much about the dilapidated
condition of our schools but I never deliv-
ered the numbers, the real figures as to how

bad things really are. It will take $435.7
million to repair, renovate or rebuild our
school system, to get our scholastic infra-
structure back to normal. This figure does
not include T.C. Williams High School which
is over-enrolled and needs an addition to
serve the increased enrollment nor does it
include Patrick Henry whose condition is
so deplorable that it may need to be torn
down and rebuilt. A half a billion dollars to
fix our school infrastructure and remember
this is a first estimate — or guesstimate is
probably a better term based upon the
School Board’s recent deception with the
tennis lights. Jefferson Houston and T.C.
Williams were all erroneously bid. It is very
possible that this figure soars to $1 billion,
not impossible as the tennis courts were
under bid by 50 percent, $600,000 initial
estimate versus the real deal at $1.2 mil-
lion, T.C. Williams under budgeted by 40
percent and Jefferson Houston under bud-
geted by 23 percent . So there is a history
here. How can this be? I mean you main-
tain your house, you maintain your car,
schools do not maintain themselves. Don’t
we budget for school maintenance? I do not
want to hear that the schools are 50 years
old — the Washington Monument is 127
years old, the White House over 100 years
old maintain and they will last. This is at
worst criminal and at best irresponsible,
without modern infrastructure we cannot
compete academically. I really do think an
internal audit of city finances is justified if
their were funds alotted to maintainence
and there has to be, where are they? Who
is moving money this time?

This potential billion dollar price tag will
be paid over 10 years and is the direct re-
sult of the city’s infatuation with commer-
cial real estate and not paying attention to
what matters: the schools and the neigh-
borhoods, our most important constituents.

I want you to digest the implications of
$1 billion added to our budget over the next

10 years. After increasing the budget $100
million per year how does the metro project
look to you now? What about lights at T.C.
Williams, is that really important or a $40
million pool at Chincopin , were tennis lghts
more important than school infrastructure?
Will our credit rating remain the same?
Won’t we breach our finance ratios that act-
ing City Manager Mark B. Jinks already said
were at their limit. What are they thinking?
The answer is no! We don’t need it, can’t
afford it. In closing, let me leave you with
one other tidbit to ponder. Of the 13 el-
ementary schools in Alexandria, 11 are
over-enrolled and four are over-enrolled by
more than 25 percent. Guess what we will
be doing in a couple of years? Forget what
your political persuasion is, the city needs
help, it needs to be rescued or we will drown
in debt if the current City Council and
School Board have their way.

 William Goff
 Alexandria

Non-Stop Spending
To the Editor:

The City Council-created mega-spending
tsunami has begun. Unless you and your
neighbors replace this mayor and City Coun-
cil with fiscally sensible people and demand
the city charter be changed to impose a
spending restriction on our elected officials,
there is nothing you can do about the enor-
mous wave of debt soon to engulf you.
Pointless even to hold on to your wallet.

This is because our the mayor, the three
announced candidates for mayor and the
current City Council are poised to spend
upwards of three-quarters of a billion dol-
lars for a single, new metro station. How
about this: The city does not have any of
this money set aside for a new metro. In
fact, its spending already exceeds its rev-
enues. But this will not stop our spendthrift
mayor and his city council think-alikes from

‘Depth of Life’
Drawing/painting by Geri Baldwin with pencil, watercolor and ink.

making ready to burden you and unborn
future residents with a debt so massive it
will span generations

You think I am exaggerating? How’s this
for evidence of a mind made-up. It’s a quote
contained in the March 27 city public ser-
vice announcement declaring the Potomac
Yard Metrorail Station planning has reached
a major milestone with the completion of
the draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS). Mayor Euile said, “This is a signifi-
cant point in a critical project. The draft EIS
reflects extensive community input and staff
expertise, and will help City Council make
the best decision regarding a new station
and location.”

Probably by now you are wondering, “If
only the location is to be decided, then
what’s the benefit?” And there’s the crux of
the matter. From my perch, there’s no ben-
efit, zip, zero, nada. However, our mayor
and elected officials will have you believe a
new metro will take traffic off Highway One,
a ludicrous assertion. Doubt me? Go to
Tyson’s Corner and stand near its new metro
station, especially during rush hour. You
don’t need to be a traffic engineer to dis-
cover the congestion there is as acute as it
always was. And so will it be on Highway
One, the cut-through route for Fairfax
County residents

Here’s another purported benefit, but not
for thee or me: Our tax and spend mayor
and council members see the new metro as
a pot of gold. Why, you ask? Because they
candidly admit it will allow them to raise
the property valuations on nearby struc-
tures, current and those they believe will
be built. These increased property valua-
tions mean the occupants will pay more
property taxes than they would sans metro.

Our mayor, our elected officials and may-
oral candidates are oblivious that the more
something is taxed, the less there will be of
it. And not a single one has even made a
guesstimate of the delay a new metro sta-
tion will add to current metro commuters
much less explained alternative spending
options. Just think about it for a moment.
If the city is going to borrow this much
money, what other alternatives are there to
purchase with this enormous sum?

Three that pop into my mind are (1) For-
ever fully fund every non-profit providing
social services to city residents; (2) Provide
in perpetuity four-year scholarships to ev-
ery graduating high school student; (3) Give
electric bicycles annually to everyone in
every Alexandria household. And there will
be money left over too to bury overhead
electric wires and even to pave the streets,
some with gold

Finally, don’t waste your time appearing
before City Council to express your reser-
vations. The fix is in. The only options are
to cap what our elected officials can spend
without citizen approval and to replace
them all with people who know how to cre-
ate wealth; not just more debt and taxa-
tion. If at least you do the former, then our
next mayor and City Council will perforce
be required to persuade us why their spend-
ing schemes will enhance our quality of life.
Other Virginia cities require referendums for
costly projects. Why not Alexandria?

Jimm Roberts
Alexandria
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By Barbara S. Moffet

Animal Welfare League of Alexandria

T
he animals at Alexandria’s Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter are cozier than ever these
days, thanks to a new state-of-the-art
heating system recently installed.

The new heating, ventilation and air-conditioning
(HVAC) system was provided by the City of Alexan-
dria to the shelter, which is operated by the Animal
Welfare League of Alexandria (AWLA). It’s all part
of an increasingly vibrant partnership between the

city and the AWLA designed to benefit the
animals of Alexandria, both pets and wild-
life.

“Almost every department of the city —
General Services, Health, Licensing, Police — con-
nects to the shelter in some way,” said Charlotte Hall,
chair of the AWLA Board of Directors. “The city is a
real lifeline to the shelter, and vice versa.”

Deputy Director of Administration Alfred Coleman
oversees the relationship on behalf of the city. “We
work very closely with the AWLA year-round to meet
the shelter’s needs,” he said. “Increased communi-
cation and cooperation with the league’s director
have made our relationship better than ever.”

A recently signed 29-page contract, continuing a
relationship first forged in 1989, spells out the city’s
responsibilities to the shelter — maintaining the fa-
cility, equipment and vehicles and providing custo-
dial services. In return, the AWLA provides animal

City, Shelter Working Together

Opinion
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shelter management and animal-control services to
the city. Under the agreement, the AWLA regularly
informs Coleman of its needs, and any necessary re-
pairs or purchases that are consistent with the terms
of the agreement come out of the city budget, which
allocated $30,000 to the shelter for 2015. Recent pur-
chases made to improve shelter operations have in-
cluded two new vehicles — one of them a pickup
truck that Animal Control Officers can use to trans-
port dead or injured animals — and a web-based
system that will allow pet owners to register their
dogs or cats or renew existing pet licenses online.

The new HVAC system, which eventually will pro-
vide remote monitoring of kennel temperatures, was
proposed by Building Engineer Kevin Jones, a city
employee who’s a regular presence at the shelter and
who works closely with city Portfolio Manager Patrice
McAuliffe and Building Manager Pelham Park to keep
systems running smoothly. The new HVAC arrange-
ment, which is a heat-pump system with electrical
backup, replaced a propane system and should save
money for the city, Coleman said.

Coleman, a dog lover himself, visits the shelter
every few weeks and meets with Executive Director
Megan Webb once a month to review shelter needs.
On the list for the 2016 budget is the addition of
covers for the outside portion of each dog’s kennel
to provide extra protection from the elements. Tak-
ing care of animals is central to the character of Al-
exandria, Coleman says. “Alexandria is such an ani-
mal-friendly town.”

AWLA

Alexandria Deputy Director
of Administration Alfred
Coleman gets to know one
of the Vola Lawson Animal
Shelter’s puppies.

Alexandria Building Engineer Kevin Jones cuddles a
shelter puppy as he meets with Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria Executive Director Megan Webb.

From Page 3

lations because they were approved before this
amendment was proposed.

“Tonight I heard nothing with regard to objections
to these standards from anywhere in Alexandria ex-
cept Old Town,” said David Brown, a member of the
Planning Commission. “Do the standards that every-
one thinks are applicable everywhere else need to
be different for Old Town?”

The Del Ray Parking Study indicated that the area
had a 60 percent occupancy rate, though some
streets, like Mount Vernon Avenue from Uhler Av-
enue to Oxford Avenue, consistently scored above
85 percent occupancy.

The text amendment was approved 6-1, with Dunn
opposing. The approval also included a note from
Macek that city staff clarify the definition of bed-
room.

After the meeting, Peter and Holley Kilcullen, life-
long Alexandrians living in Old Town, expressed frus-
tration at the Planning Commission’s decision.

“This amendment used a basic standard of one
person to each bedroom, but how many apartments
are inhabited by couples, each of whom may have
their own car?” said Peter Kilcullen. “The notion of
one person in one apartment bedroom is absurd. And
‘walkability’ doesn’t cover all aspects of why people
have cars. People need cars for more than just visit-
ing the grocery store. You use a car for getting out of
town or going to the doctor’s office. They really didn’t
think this through.”

“This decreases visitor spaces for developments in
Old Town,” said Holley Kilcullen. “If you don’t have
those in the community, people are going to spill
out onto the streets.”

Peter Kilcullen didn’t speak at the April 7 meeting,
but said after hearing what staff was proposing to-
night, said he was going to sign up to speak at City
Council when the amendment goes up for a vote on
April 18. The Planning Commission will hold a spe-
cial meeting on April 9 at 7 p.m. in City Council
Chambers to review the Old Town Area Parking study.

Council To Consider Reduced Parking
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THURSDAY/APRIL 9
Hiring Event. 10 a.m. at 1900 N. Beauregard St.,

Suite 300. Discover Time Learning will conduct
onsite interviews for full-time Lead Teachers and
Floaters in Alexandria. Visit
www.alexandriawdc.eventbite.com.

Portfolio Management Workshop. 7-8 p.m. at
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke St. Learn the
“Five Building Blocks of Portfolio Management;”
asset allocation, active and passive strategies,
market and inflation risks, features of different
portfolios, and manager selection. Free. Email
rlaplante@alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-746-
1768.

FRIDAY/APRIL 10
Volunteer Registration Deadline. Rebuilding

Together Alexandria works to preserves housing
affordability and revitalizes the Alexandria
community by providing free safe and healthy
home repairs. To volunteer or apply to have a
home fixed, contact Rebuilding Together
Alexandria at 703-836-1021 or visit
www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 11
2015 HOPE Experience. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at Hilton

Alexandria Mark Center Hotel, 5000 Seminary
Road. Child Care/Family Expert and Lifetime
TV’s “American’s Supernanny” Deborah Tillman
will headline this conference designed to
encourage and empower parents. Admission is
$99.99 plus service fees. Couples tickets are
$149.99 plus service fee. Child care is available
for an additional $40 fee. See
www.theparentingmovement.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 12
Friends and Family Day. 11 a.m. at Roberts

Memorial United Methodist Church, 606A South
Washington St. Rev Charles Roberts will address
the audience. Free. Call 703-836-7332.

MONDAY/APRIL 13
Community Meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at The

Exhibit Hall of the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson
St. The City of Alexandria will host a public
information meeting on the Windmill Hill Park
Shoreline Rehabilitation. Free. Call 703-746-

4155.
Community Meeting. 7 p.m. at Durant Center

(Rooms 3 & 4), 1605 Cameron St. Andrew
Adkins and Samuel Madden Homes Uptown will
be discussed. Free. Visit www.alexandria.gov/
planning.

TUESDAY/APRIL 14 AND THURSDAY/APRIL 16
Adult Mental Health First Aid Training

Class. 4-8 p.m. 4480 King St., Room 514,
Alexandria. Demonstrates the initial help given
to a person showing signs of mental illness or a
mental health crisis. For more information about
classes, contact Donielle Marshall at 703-746-
3523 or donielle.marshall@alexandria.gov.

TUESDAY/APRIL 14
Coffee with the Chief. 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Burke

Library, 4701 Seminary Road. Attend an
informal question and answer session with
Police Chief Earl L. Cook. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov.

Bulletin Board Email announcements to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Include date, time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

Sports

T
he T.C. Williams girls’ crew team
fought off challenges from a
field of tough competitors, as
well as high winds, to dominate

the second Noxontown Regatta in
Middletown, Del., on April 4. The Titan
girls’ lightweight 8’s victory against three-
time national champion Holy Spirit was just
one of many outstanding performances for
the day. The Titan boys’ crew team took a
break for the weekend to recharge for next
week’s competition at the Bull Run Marina.

The Titan girls’ crew team put in a pow-
erful performance during its second appear-
ance at a Noxontown Regatta in two weeks.
Conditions at the competition were chal-
lenging, with Wilson Everhart III, Head Girls
Coach for host St. Andrew’s School, noting
that the “brutal, gusting cross-headwinds
throughout the day” were “the strongest
winds I have experienced on Noxontown
Pond in my 10 years of coaching.”

Despite the challenging conditions, the
Titan girls took first place in three of the
five major girls’ races and took second in a
fourth race.

The Titan freshman girls led off the com-

petition with a decisive victory against a
tough field of competitors for the second
week in a row. The freshman girls raced
down the 1,500-meter course in 6:08.5 and
beat their nearest rivals, Whitman High
School, by 19 seconds.Members of the T.C.
girls’ freshman 8 are Camila Cardwell (cox-
swain), Hope Parsons, Grace Vannatta,
Emma Carroll, Kirsten Emblom, Tess Moran,
Grace Hogan, Cleo Lewis, and Rachel
Sedehi. Titan head girls’ coach Patrick
Marquardt guides the freshman 8.

The Titans girls’ third 8 then took up the
challenge and sprinted down the course in
6:25.8, winning its race against teams such
as St. Andrew’s, Bethesda Chevy Chase,
Whitman, and Madison. Members of the
third 8 include Paige St. John (coxswain),
Fatima Chavez, Ella Benbow, Jessica Mellon,
Isabel Montenegro, Priya Vohra, Tess
Moran, Tori Cook, and Cecilia Fernandez.

The girls’ second 8 followed immediately
afterward, taking second place in its com-
petition. Members of the girls’ second 8 in-
clude Sadie Frymire (coxswain), Maura
Nakahata, Lily Warden, Lynn Stevens,
Alyssa Forbes, Hannah Posson, Giulia
Pastore, Anissa Ashraf, and Lauren Kelly.

One of the most dramatic moments of the
day came in the lightweight category. T.C.
Williams family and friends waiting by the
finish line were thrilled to see the T.C. girls’

lightweight boat leading the way against
rival Holy Spirit as the boats came into view.
The Titan girls intensified their assault to
maintain their lead against Holy Spirit de-
spite a strong final sprint by this team,
which has been the national champion in
this category for the past three years. The
crowd’s cries of “Go T.C.!” were deafening,
as the girls’ lightweight 8 crossed the finish
line victorious. The T.C. Lightweight boat
finished the race in 5:43.3 seconds, 4 sec-
onds ahead of rival Holy Spirit. Members
of the T.C. lightweight boat include Eliza-
beth Roda (cox), Rachael Vannatta, Olivia
Anthony, Sierra Arnold, Abby Prall, Sarah
Scroggs, Caroline Hill, Emily De-Bodene,
and LeeAnn Richards. The Lightweight 8 is
guided by Coach Jaime Rubini.

The brutal wind forced a cancellation of
the events for the Titan novice and fresh-
man B boats.

Other high schools taking part in the re-
gatta included host St. Andrew’s School of
Delaware, Holy Spirit High School from
New Jersey, Walt Whitman High School
from Maryland, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High
School from Maryland, Lawrenceville High
School from New Jersey, and Wilson High
School from Washington, D.C.

T.C. Williams girls’ head coach Patrick
Marquardt said: “The Titan girls are making
a strong start this season against some very

T.C. Williams boat
beats national champ.

Titan Girls’ Crew Dominates at Noxontown No. 2 Regatta

Photos contributed

The T.C. Williams girls’ third 8 boat surges to victory in the April 4
Noxontown Regatta. Members of the third 8 include Paige St. John
(coxswain), Fatima Chavez, Ella Benbow, Jessica Mellon, Isabel
Montenegro, Priya Vohra, Tess Moran, Tori Cook, and Cecilia Fernandez.

The Titan girls’ lightweight boat finishes a practice run before its race,
in which it beat three-time national champ Holy Spirit to take first in its
category. Members of the boat include Elizabeth Roda (cox), Rachael
Vannatta, Olivia Anthony, Sierra Arnold, Abby Prall, Sarah Scroggs,
Caroline Hill, Emily De-Bodene, and LeeAnn Richards.

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Defeating Hutchinson
Senior midfielder Ellie Majure
and the St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes girls’ lacrosse team
defeated Hutchinson School
(Tennessee) 18-4 on April 3.
Four days later, the Saints beat
Potomac School 18-3 on April
7, improving their record to
11-0. St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
will host the England U19
team at 4:15 p.m. on Friday,
April 10. The following day,
the Saints will host Cold
Spring Harbor (New York) at
11:30 a.m. and Good Counsel
at 3:30 p.m.
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tough teams. While we still have a lot of work
to do, this team has strong potential to do
well in the competitions ahead of us.”

The Titan oarsmen and oarswomen will
split up on April 11. The Titan girls will re-
turn to Delaware one more time for the
Noxontown No. 3 regatta, where they will
continue to hone their technique against
some of the strongest boats on the East Coast.
The T.C. boys will go to the Bull Run Marina
in Clifton, where they will participate in a
scrimmage against Westfield High School.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

THE YARDMAN
LAWN SERVICE

•MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING
•MULCHING, SPRING CLEAN-UPS

•BRICK AND FLAGSTONE WORK
•GENERAL LANDSCAPING WORK

FREE ESTIMATES: 703-660-1666

EmploymentEmployment

NEW CASTLE LIVING is seeking a highly 
motivated, outgoing 

Sales Representative
to sell its new laminate flooring products 
to local retailers within the Washington, 
DC area. Candidate must be able to work

well under pressure in a high paced 
environment. Previous sales experience
and/or knowledge of laminate flooring 

products is an asset, but not a
requirement. Candidate must have a valid 

driver's license, reliable vehicle
and connection to the internet. Those 
interested should fax (703.742.0935)

or email (resumes@xpandcorp.com) their 
resume.   EOE/M/F/Disabled/Veteran

Optometric Technician/
Assistant

for fast-paced, progressive Northern VA 
practice. Training available. Essential: 

energetic, professional demeanor, 
exemplary customer service, technology 
oriented, efficient, multi-tasking, high 

productivity levels, scheduling flexibility 
- including Saturdays.

Preferred: Preliminary testing 
knowledge, EMR familiarity.Please fax 

your resume to 703-451-9291 or email to 
business@virginiaeyecare.com.

Small Health Insurance nonprofit is 

seeking CS professionals. 2+ yrs. of 
recent CS experience, & excellent 

commun. skills required. BA/BS, strong 
computer skills, call-center & health 

insurance benefits experience, and FFS 
PPO claims strongly preferred. 

Convenient DC location, competitive 
salary & benefits. E-mail resume, cover 

letter and salary requirements to: 
monique.sturdivant@afspa.hush.com 

Subject line must contain: gazetteHBO.  
EOE

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING
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JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Help with Windows 8
➣ Computer Setup

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 

will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division
until the date and time designated as follows:

Title: Request for Proposals No. 00000519, Citywide Cultural 
Arts Plan
Closing Date and Time: May 7, 2015, 4:00 p.m., 
prevailing local time.      
The City will hold a Non-Mandatory pre-proposal conference 
on April 20, 2015, 10:00 AM prevailing local time at 100 N. Pitt 
Street, Suite 301, Purchasing Conference Room, Alexandria, 
VA 22314
For general inquiries contact Cynthia Davis, Contract Specialist 
at 703.746.3921.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any
informalities or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY 
REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Hunting Creek Townhouses
Location of Property:

3134-3169 Jackies Lane, Alexandria, VA 22306

Rental Office located at:
8199 Tis Well Drive, Alexandria, VA 22306

703-780-1300
Effective immediately Hunting Creek Town-
houses will no longer be accepting rental appli-
cations for the waiting list. At the current rate
of turnover our current waiting list exceeds 10
years. At this time the waiting
list will be closed for 1 year
and may re-open on April 1, 2016.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

A loving, caring couple
long to share our hearts and home with a 

newborn.Education and dreams come true 
await!  Expenses Paid Maria/Rob 

1-800-586-4121 or 
OurWish2Adopt.com

117 Adoption 117 Adoption

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

When spider
webs unite, they
can tie up a lion.
-Ethiopian Proverb

News

From Page 7

The Living Dead
focus the tours and visits on him. Goddin
said it isn’t simply because of Braun’s con-
troversial history, but mostly out of respect
to his family still living in the area. While
pushing for the cemetery to be more acces-
sible to the public, for Goddin, it’s another
example of the difficult balance between
building visitorship and maintaining the
privacy and respect for families of Ivy Hill’s
residents. Goddin says people ask her all
the time if she thinks holding events like
this at the cemetery is disrespectful to those
buried there. “As long as the events are done
in a respectful manner, I don’t think there’s
any problem with it,” said Goddin. “It would
be more disrespectful not to bring people
here.”

According to Goddin, the cemetery’s own-
ers realized nine years ago that as the space
started to fill up, the cemetery would begin
receiving less income and would be less able
to maintain the grounds. The Historic Pres-
ervation Society was started to help build
community interest in the site to keep the
cemetery from fading into obscurity once
its lots are filled.

Goddin has worked with the Historic Pres-
ervation Society for the past eight years and
says her family has a deep connection to
the cemetery. Goddin says both sides of her
family are spread throughout the cemetery
grounds, several of whom were discussed
at different sections of the tour. Goddin says
growing up around the cemetery gave her
family a quirky sense of humor. Goddin re-
membered her mother lying down in the
grass and “trying out a spot” on the cem-
etery grounds. In November of 2014, after
she died, Goddin and her family buried her
mother there. Her parents would bring her
to the cemetery when she was a child and
she remembered being terrified, particularly
of a (recently renovated) vault her father
told her contained a troll. Since beginning
her work with the Historic Preservation
Society, though, she says the cemetery has
started to feel more like a home.

Those who went on the tour said they
found it educational. “Everywhere you look
in Alexandria, there’s history,” said John
Henrehan. “Until this tour, I really didn’t
know anything about the cemetery. I was
surprised it had so much more recent his-
tory. I enjoyed the tour … and it’s always
nice to be on the right side of the grass.”

Notice of Intent
A three-year legal battle between three Old

Town residents and the City of Alexandria reached
another milestone when, on March 27, the Virginia
Supreme Court upheld the Alexandria Circuit
Court’s dismissal of a lawsuit challenging the city’s
Waterfront Plan zoning.

“This puts an end to all of the pending litigation
on the Waterfront and allows approved and pend-
ing redevelopment projects to move forward,” said
City Attorney James L. Banks Jr. in a statement
released by the city. “The Court found that the
plaintiffs were not actually aggrieved, and there-
fore dismissal of the case was proper.”

But the city’s celebration may be premature. On
April 3, the three plaintiffs filed a notice of intent
to petition the Virginia Supreme Court for a rehear-
ing of its March 27 decision. The three Old Town
residents, April Burke, Bethany Gibney, and Marie
Kux, have until April 27 to file an actual petition.

— Vernon Miles
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
ServiceCenters

Keep Your Toyota
a Toyota Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

28 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR

1. 1.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial Services. Total
financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. Finance Cash incentive from Toyota in addition to special APR
financing if vehicle is purchased and financed through Toyota Financial Services. Incentive will be applied to
the down payment. One incentive per finance transaction. Finance incentive is available on approved credit to
qualified customers through Toyota Financial Services. Not all buyers will qualify. See dealer
for details. Offers do not include dealer fees. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2
years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a
livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska.
Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of road-
side assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not
be combined. See dealer for details.
2. 0.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial Services. Total
financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.05 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. See dealer for details. ToyotaCare covers normal factory sched-
uled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or
commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the conti-
nental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with
an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash
Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details.
3. $1,250 Cash Back from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. available on new 2015 Prius. Customers can receive
cash back from Toyota or can apply to down payment. Excludes plug-in models. See dealer for details.
ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The
new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota
dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include
parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3)
years from date of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details.
4. 0.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial Services. Total
financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.05 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2
years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a
livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska.
Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of road-
side assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not
be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 4/30/2015.

Finance a New 2015 Corolla LE Auto2

at 0.9% APR for 60 months

New 2015 Prius Two3

$1,250 Cash Back

Finance a New 2015 RAV4 LE4

at 0.9% APR for 60 months

Finance a New 2015 Camry LE1

at 1.9% APR for 60 months
Plus $750 Cash Back

Peace of mind with every new vehicle. Receive a
no-cost maintenance plan* and roadside assistance**
with the purchase or lease of every new Toyota. For
two years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first, you
and your new Toyota will be covered.

*Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details
and exclusions. Valid only in the Continental U.S. and Alaska. **Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids.
Valid only in the Continental United States and Alaska. 1-800-444-4195.
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