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Herndon High
Choir Holds

Pops Concert
News, Page 12

Putting Herndon’s
Pieces Together
News, Page 3

Comedy By Molière
Comes to Herndon High
News, Page 12

Putting Herndon’s
Pieces Together
News, Page 3

Comedy By Molière
Comes to Herndon High
News, Page 12

Herndon High School
Choir presented a free
Pops Concert on Thursday,
June 4 at Herndon High
auditorium. Directing the
show was choral director
Dana Van Slyke.

HomeLifeStyle
Page 6
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Let’s Celebrate Dads & Grads!
Father’s Day • June 21st

HoneyBaked Ham of Reston
1480 North Point Village Center

Reston, Virginia 20194
703-733-3860

$10OFF

$5OFF

$4OFF

Offer expires 7/3/2015.

VALID AT RESTON LOCATION ONLY.

Offer expires 7/3/2015.

VALID AT RESTON LOCATION ONLY.

Offer expires 7/3/2015.

VALID AT RESTON LOCATION ONLY.

Offer expires 7/3/2015.

VALID AT RESTON LOCATION ONLY.
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News

By Ken Moore

The Connection

R
ichard Downer has been
waiting almost 30 years
for a tangible vision of
Herndon’s downtown to

take shape. “I’ve been around a long
time. I’ve seen plan after plan,” said
Downer, who worked on a Central
Commission in 1988 “to try to de-
termine what we wanted our down-
town to look like.”

“We’ve come a long way since
then and with this it looks like we
may be able to put it all together,”
he testified along with approxi-
mately two dozen residents on May
26 at the Herndon Town Council
meeting.

By a 6-1 vote, Herndon’s Council
voted to purchase 1.67 acres of land
in Herndon’s historic downtown
from Ashwell, LLC for $3.519 mil-
lion.

Councilmember Grace H. Wolf called the
purchase the “lynchpin” after 30-plus years
of planning.

“When you’re on a treasure hunt, some-
times you need that last little piece to un-
lock the golden treasure and I think this is
it. I’m glad we are in a position to do that
for our residents and for our future,” she
said.

THE TOWN of Herndon owns the munici-
pal parking lot and the parking lot parcel
containing ArtSpace. But the Elden Street
front property, currently occupied by the
Subaru dealership, affects the value of the
Town’s land as well as Herndon’s plans for
all of the downtown.

“Combined with approximately three
acres of land already owned by the town,
the purchase clears the way for a compre-
hensive development project in the down-
town, in accordance with the Downtown
Master Plan adopted by the Town Council
in 2011,” according to County documents.

Shane Murphy’s career is focused on land
development.

“If you talk to developers as much as I
do, they will tell you that the word assem-
blage sends chills down their spines. Noth-
ing is worse,” said Murphy. “Assembling
multiple pieces of property held by sepa-
rate owners is a tremendously difficult thing
to do.

“The town has the opportunity tonight to
assemble multiple parcels into a single own-
ership thereby eliminating one of the most
difficult hurdles to the downtown redevel-
opment.

This type of opportunity usually comes
around once in a generation. It’s time to
take the next step.”

Many others agreed, including residents
and councilmembers.

“I endorse this unique opportunity that
this Town Council has endorsed unani-
mously and previous councils have worked
decades for,” said Chuck Whitman. “I would
hate for us to pass up this opportunity.”

Councilmember Sheila A. Olem said,
“This is very exciting and most of the people
I’ve talked with are just as excited.” “I think
Mr. Ashwell will be jumping up and down
in two and a half years from now when he
sees it.”

David A. Kirby, her colleague on council,
also voted in support.

“I’ve been waiting for this, maybe not 30
years, but something pretty darn close,” said
Kirby. “This is the last piece of the puzzle,
with this piece we can go forward with our
Master Plan.”

Michael O’Reilly, former mayor, cited a
demonstrable increase in value when the
parcels are assembled by one owner. “There
is added value and that is what our nego-
tiations were about. … I’ve personally
talked with a lot of developers about this
property. Without the Ashwell piece it’s a
no go, it’s not the showpiece of the down-
town that we’re looking for.”

THE TOWN’S MASTER PLAN envisions
a mix of retail, office and residential devel-
opment, to include four-story mixed-use/
residential structures; three-story mixed-
use/commercial structures; a jointly-funded
public/private parking structure; an arts
center and more.

Following an environmental assessment,
the town expects to close on the purchase
within 120 days, according to town docu-
ments.

“The land will then be rezoned in confor-
mity with the adjacent town owned prop-
erty, which allows for mixed-use commer-
cial and residential development,” accord-
ing to the documents. “Completion of these
processes will result in nearly five acres of
town-owned land, available for private de-
velopment.

The Town expects to issue an open solici-
tation to developers by the end of the year.

Developments already under way include
construction of 17 single-family homes at
Center and Vine streets, and plans for
mixed-use development (townhomes, con-
dominiums, and retail space) at the corner
of Elden and Monroe streets.

The Town has invested significantly in
undergrounding utilities to the tune of just

under $5 million, more than half
from federal and state grants, pav-
ing the way for aesthetic
streetscapes.

NOT EVERYBODY SUPPORTED
the Town’s action.

“I agree with what you’d like to do,
and I think it is a good thing, but
what I don’t like is losing money. My
money,” said Dennis Caswell. “If it is
such a good deal for us, why aren’t
people coming to buy it without us?”

“I am requesting that somebody
explain in plain English, fifth grade
level, why is the town proposing to
pay a significant amount higher than
the assessed value,” said Tom Kellner.

Ann Knoll called the town’s pur-
chase “outside the bounds of govern-
ment.”

“There are some things outside the
town charter at any price and that is
really outside of your gifts, talents
and abilities,” said Knoll. “And one
of them is venturing in real estate
and doing developers bidding for
them.”

Connie Hutchinson asked a ques-
tion.

“Have you done any real research in the
market to make sure that at the price or
that value is going to be feasible for a de-
veloper to be able to do what we want with
our Master Plan for the downtown, or are
we going to pay this money for more prop-
erty and then be stuck with something that
is still too much money for any developer
to come and do what we want?” she asked.

But multiple people in the business have
no doubt what an effective move this will
be for the Town financially and aesthetically.

“I’m not an appraiser, I don’t pretend to
be one,” said Murphy. “But first of all, if
anyone in this room wants to sell their prop-
erty for the appraised value, please come
see me. I’ll purchase it on the spot.”

Arthur Nachman, who also is involved in
representing developers, called the $3.519
million purchase price “the target number.”

“You’re going to get all the money you
need to get and probably make a profit and
you’re going to build this Town. That’s why
I applaud you for this,” he said.

Vice Mayor Jennifer Baker said the Coun-
cil will simply own the land temporarily to
have the control on how the property will
be developed.

“Location, location, location,” Baker said.
“There is location and there is timing and
timing is critical.”

Elizabeth Vosseller said she trusts Baker
and the rest of the Council.

“What would be the cost to our town if
we fail to take this opportunity?” said
Vosseller.

“I trust the vision of the Town Council,
the hard work, the obvious decades that
have gone into the vision for the Master Plan
of our downtown.”

“We have something special that we have
wanted for a very long time,” said Mayor
Lisa C. Merkel.

Putting Herndon’s Pieces Together
Mixed-use,
vibrant downtown
in the works.

Mayor Lisa C. Merkel and Ronald K. Ashwell of Ashwell, LLC, the private
holder of the land, sign a contract at the Herndon Municipal Center for
Herndon to purchase 1.67 acres in Herndon’s historic downtown.

“When you’re on a
treasure hunt,
sometimes you need that
last little piece to unlock
the golden treasure.”

— Grace H. Wolf, Councilmember

“If you talk to developers
as much as I do, they will
tell you the word
assemblage sends chills
down their spines.
Nothing is worse.”

— Shane Murphy, attorney
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Herndon Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or herndon@connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

By Bishop Francis X. DiLorenzo

And Bishop Paul S. Loverde

Catholic Diocese of Arlington

T
his year, through the advocacy of
the Virginia Catholic Conference,
our Church spent considerable time
opposing legislation related to the

death penalty. The proposed measure would
have permitted the Commonwealth to arrange
with compounding pharmacies to mix drugs
for use in executions, hiding from the public
the identities of the pharmacies and
materials used. Thankfully, this bill
was defeated. So, too, was a measure
the Virginia General Assembly con-
sidered last year — also opposed by the Con-
ference — that would have forced death row
inmates to be electrocuted if lethal injection
drugs are not available.

Meanwhile, Pope Francis delivered a mes-
sage which sharply contrasted these disturb-
ing debates. “There is discussion in some quar-
ters about the method of killing, as if it were
possible to find ways of ‘getting it right’ ....,”
the Pope wrote in a recent letter about the
death penalty. “But there is no humane way of
killing another person.”

Pope Francis’ keen observation adds an ex-
clamation point to the rejection of these
“method of execution” bills. In Virginia, we are
indeed having the wrong debate — a reality
clearly visible in light of all we celebrate dur-

ing this Easter season.
In these final joyful weeks of Easter, the

Church continues to celebrate the gift of eter-
nal life offered through the Resurrection. In
our pilgrimage to that life, we follow Jesus,
who loved and forgave us from the Cross, by
living out the teaching of our faith that all
human life is sacred, from the moment of con-
ception until natural death.

This conviction is reflected in our under-
standing that the poor and vulnerable have the
first claim on our consciences, in our opposi-

tion to abortion and euthanasia, and
in our responsibility to welcome im-
migrants and refugees. But our faith
also challenges us to declare sacred

even the least lovable among us, those con-
victed of committing brutal crimes which have
brought them the ultimate penalty, the pen-
alty of death.

The Church’s teaching on the death penalty
is succinctly stated in a 2005 U.S. Bishops’
statement, “A Culture of Life and the Penalty
of Death:” “No matter how heinous the crime,
if society can protect itself without ending a
human life, it should do so.” This statement is
the teaching of the Catechism, and for decades
Popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Francis
consistently have urged us to embrace it.

To be sure, this teaching challenges many
people, including ourselves when we reflect
on violent crimes and lives lost in senseless and
unimaginable ways. The deep pain, grief and

suffering of those who have lost loved ones to
violence cry out for our care and attention.
More killing, though, is not the answer: The
death penalty does not provide true healing
for those who mourn, nor does it embody the
Gospel of Life, which each of us is called to
affirm even in the most difficult circumstances.

It is also important to note that people have
been executed despite serious doubts about
their guilt, and inmates who languished on
death row for decades have been freed after
their innocence was proven. Since 1973, some
152 death row inmates nationwide — includ-
ing one in Virginia — have been exonerated.
We must also be aware of the racial inequity
inherent in the system, and that the death pen-
alty has been administered to individuals with
severe intellectual disabilities.

These circumstances further illustrate that,
in Virginia and elsewhere, we are having the
wrong debate. We should no longer debate
which inmates we execute or how we execute
them. Instead, we should debate this: If all
human lives are sacred and if a civilized soci-
ety such as ours can seek redress and protect
itself by means other than taking a human life,
why are we continuing to execute people?

By ending the use of the death penalty we
would take one important step — among sig-
nificant others we must take — to abandon
the culture of death and embrace the culture
of life.

As Pope Francis reminds us, there is no hu-
mane way of taking a life. Let us not choose
whether to use lethal drugs, electric chairs, gas
chambers or firing squads. Let us take the more
courageous step and choose life instead, even
when it seems “unlovable.”

To build a culture of life we must respect the
sanctity of even “unlovable” lives.

Bishops’ Statement on Death Penalty Debate

Commentary

K
emal Kurspahic and his
wife Vesna of McLean are
being honored as recipi-

ents of the inaugural Civic Cour-
age Award from the Bosnia
Memory Project at Fontbonne Uni-
versity in St. Louis.

Kemal Kurspahic, the managing
editor of The Connection, was edi-
tor-in-chief of the Bosnian news-
paper Oslobodjenje during the
three and a half-year siege of
Sarajevo, between 1992 and 1995.
He led a multi-ethnic staff that
continued to publish a daily edi-
tion throughout the siege, despite
the newspaper building being
bombed and facing gunfire while
trying to reach the office.

“They have stood for the kinds
of civic ideas and ideals that char-
acterize the best of Bosnia,
Herzegovina and United States,”
said Dr. Ben Moore, director of the
Bosnia Memory Project. “They re-
ally believe in journalism as a vi-
tal part of the civic sphere, that

people of all ethnicities and back-
grounds can find common under-
standing.”

Kurspahic’s book about the ex-
perience, “As Long As Sarajevo
Exists,” is required reading for a
course Moore teaches at
Fontbonne. The Bosnia Memory
Project started in 2006 as a re-
sponse to the large community of
Bosnians and their children —
around 40,000 — that settled in
St. Louis after the war.

“What he did during the siege
of Sarajevo, keeping the paper
running and refusing to yield to
the chauvinism and bigotry, is an
ongoing inspiration for what we’re
doing,” Moore said.

The core of the project is pro-
ducing an ongoing oral history to
preserve stories and artifacts from
the war and genocide. Another
goal is to lay the groundwork for
a center of Bosnian studies at the
university.

“We have a second generation
that’s coming of age now,” Moore
said. “Twenty years after the war,
they don’t have an understanding
of their parents’ and grandparents’
experience of Bosnian culture.”

Vesna Kurspahic is the curator
of “Documenting Hometown and
Family History in Stari Majdan,
Bosnia,” a photography exhibition
that Moore said is helping to show
the “beauty and complexity of
Bosnian culture and history.”

The Kurspahics are being recog-
nized at a June 13 dinner held at the
Grbic Banquet Center, a Bosnian res-
taurant in St. Louis. Moore said he
recently discovered Vesna’s mother
was a teacher and school principal
to the owners, husband and wife,
Sulejman and Ermina Grbic.

“This is a classic case of the re-
cipients honoring the award more
than the other way around,” said
Moore. “The challenge, with the
plan to offer this award annually,
is finding people who rise to the
same level.”

— Tim Peterson

Honored by the Bosnia Memory Project.

Kurspahics To Receive Civic Courage Award

Vesna and Kemal
Kurspahic in
Sarajevo in 2006
with old Turkish
fountain — Sebilj
— in the back-
ground. Bosnians
in St. Louis have
built a replica of
Sarajevo Sebilj in
their new home-
town.
Photo Contributed
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Letter

To the Editor:
Last weekend, vile hate speech

and derogatory symbols were
found defacing property at
Herndon High School. We stand
together, all saying that this behav-
ior is intolerable in our commu-
nity. This action represents some
of the worst intolerance that we
have seen, and does not represent
the inclusive community that we
strive to make possible in Fairfax
County.

This action is intended to de-
mean and diminish members of
our community. The symbols de-
picted at Herndon High School
represent hate and inhumanity. We
will not stand for this behavior in
our school system, or in the
greater Fairfax County community.

We will not allow our schools to
become a platform for hatred and
intolerance of any group or indi-
vidual. Moreover, we must use this
occasion in a positive way, to teach
respect and tolerance and to dem-
onstrate how the diversity of our
county enriches all our lives. This
is a horrific example of commu-
nity, but we must take it as an op-
portunity to further build an in-
clusive community for all.

Supervisor Catherine M.
Hudgins, Hunter Mill District

Supervisor John Foust,
Dranesville District

School Board Member Pat
Hynes, Hunter Mill District

School Board Member Jane
Strauss, Dranesville District

Vandalism at Herndon High School

By Ryan Dunn

The Connection

O
n Monday, June 15,
members of the
Fairfax County Board

of Supervisors and representa-
tives from Nugget Joint Venture
LC (Rocks Engineering) and
guests will hold a ceremony to
break ground for Innovation
Center South, a new 1.6-mil-
lion-square-foot, mixed-use de-
velopment in Herndon. The
ceremony will mark the start of
construction on infrastructure,

roads, and landscaping, that
will serve the transit-oriented
development and a new Metro
station garage.

The 15-acre Innovation Cen-
ter South calls for 501,000
square feet of office space in
two buildings, more than 1,000
residential units in four build-
ings, 104,000 square feet of
retail, a 190-room, 90,000-
square-foot hotel adjacent to
the Metro station. Also planned
are roughly 2.5 acres of parks,
3,000 development-serving ga-
rage parking spaces and 2,108
more parking spaces in the
Metro garage. The Wiehle-
Reston East station in Reston
has 2,300 parking spaces with
a bike room and has the only
onsite parking garage at the
five Silver Line Metro stations
in Phase 1.

INNOVATION CENTER
SOUTH is adjacent to the com

See Center,  Page 7

Photo provided by Fairfax County

An image of the future Herndon’s Innovation Center
parking garage. Innovation Center South is adjacent
to the coming Innovation Center Metro Station,
which will be built by the Metropolitan Washington
Airports Authority.

Breaking Ground for
Innovation Center
Mixed-use
development
adjacent to
Herndon’s Inno-
vation Center
Metro Station.
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HomeLifeStyle
Repairs Trigger Remodel

By John Byrd

S
ometimes a significant home
improvement starts with
small repair considerations.
In fact, as Roger Lataille, se-

nior design consultant at Sun Design
Remodeling, recalls, his first discus-
sion with Jeff and Sharon Roman of
Great Falls concerned how to solve a
water drainage problem.

“There were no gutters over the
three garage ports, and rain water
splash-back was causing the garage
doors to deteriorate,” Lataille said.
“Also, the front entrance was too ex-
posed. And the original wooden deck
on the back of the house had decayed
so badly it wasn’t being used much at
all.”

Then there was the problem with
woodpeckers regularly attacking the
house, a reflection of moisture build-
up and bug-infestation under the
home’s sprayed-on stucco exterior.

Yet rectifying these everyday dys-
functions turned out to be a compara-
tively small part of the Romans’ agenda, as
Lataille soon discovered.

As the conversation progressed, the out-
lines for a sweeping, state-of-the-art
makeover began to take shape even as the
home’s exterior was gradually re-imagined
as an architectural statement fully inte-
grated with its setting.

At 6,500 square feet, the nearly 20-year-
old, six bedroom center hall Colonial of-
fered considerable grandeur, yet the facade
lacked detail, definition, even warmth.

“There were a lot of distinctive architec-
tural themes in place,” Lataille said. “Our
first concern is always helping the owner
articulate a program that suits their goals,
and then initiating an effective collabora-
tion process.”

With this in mind, the solutions proposed
for the home’s front elevations came right
to the point. A metal-clad overhang sup-
ported by decorative brackets above the
garage doors not only re-directs rainwater
into a discrete functional drainage system,
but also gives the facade a unifying accent
that ties in with the redesigned front en-
trance.

The defective stucco cladding has been
replaced with sand-colored Hardiboard and
a stonework “water table” motif that scales
back the mass of the looming three level
facade, making the whole feel more inti-
mate and approachable.

LIKEWISE, on the rear elevation, oppor-
tunities for self-expression quickly became
inspirations.

Situated on two rolling acres and sur-
rounded by woodland, the home’s setting
provided a sprawling backdrop for an in-
door-outdoor solution.

Boasting a southwesterly view from the
rear elevation, the existing rear deck was
usually bathed in soft sunsets on summer
evenings. The visual display was, likewise,
available from the house — except the win-
dows were too small and the only exits to
the outside converged in a recessed hyphen
joining the two main blocks on the rear of
the house.

“Ironically, we’ve always loved spending
time outdoors,” Sharon said, “so it’s surpris-
ing that we hadn’t changed the exterior of
the house in the 13 years we’ve lived here.”

During summer vacations at Deep Creek
Lake in Maryland, however, the Romans
discovered how much they enjoy sitting by
a fire pit on pleasant evenings. This revela-
tion prompted thoughts of adding not only
a fire pit, but a screen porch on the rear of
the house — one that could be used from
early spring and well into fall.

“I also pictured more natural light in the
back of the house,” Sharon Roman said. “A
rear elevation with oversized windows and
doors that invites in the beauty all around
us.”

As the vision evolved, the Romans de-
cided on a plan with four main components:
a 20-foot-by-15-foot screened porch, a 21-
foot-by-16-foot grilling deck, a ground level
sunken patio that exits from a lower level
room, and a stand-alone fire pit with seat-
ing for six.

“We were thinking ahead in many ways,”
Sharon Roman said. “Jeff and I have eld-
erly parents, and a lot of family in the area.
A direct entrance to the lower level, for in-
stance, might make it easy to convert the
space into an in-law suite if needed.”

Overall, the Romans sought the capacity
to comfortably entertain up to 40 or 50
people.

Of course, for a fete of that size — well-
constructed decking is essential. Phase one
to the new plan was, thus, a nod to neces-
sity: re-design the decking system to accom-
modate traffic circulating from directions
never previously in the picture.

“We learned immediately that the con-
crete supporting the existing 20-year-old
deck hadn’t been properly set,” Lataille said.
“Also, to assure the durability of the deck’s
surface, we specified Trex instead of wood,
and narrowed the span between
undergirding joists from 16 inches to 12
inches.”

Structurally, the new decking is not only
an upgrade, but thoroughly necessary since
it’s now directly accessible through over-
sized double glass doors from the family
room, the dining room and the billiards
parlor. It’s also linked via a new flagstone
walkway to the both fire pit and the new
rear entrance to the lower level.

“Access to the outdoors from the house is
one of the most fundamental features of an

integrated indoor/outdoor solution,”
Lataille said. “Bringing the aesthetics of
nature into your daily life is a lifestyle
change. The goal is to create spaces that
can be easily maintained, yet allow owners
to comfortably extend the open-air season.”

THE SPACIOUS NEW screened porch
demonstrates how highly durable materi-
als can be shaped to meet demanding aes-
thetics. The Ipe decking chosen as the porch
flooring, for instance, is not only one of the
most enduring materials offered for outdoor
surfaces, but — installed in a tongue-and-
groove pattern — is more effective in keep-
ing out bugs than a screen mesh
undergirding. Ipe, which is Brazilian wal-
nut, was also specified for the porch hand-
rails.

Meanwhile, the fiberglass charcoal screen
— which makes it hard to see the porch
interior from the outside — creates a cozy
sense of closure. Overhead, the fir-beaded
tongue-and-groove wood ceiling lends a
natural burnish to the open-air ambiance.

Taking the lead from other finish work
details, the design team installed a stone
work “water table” for the porch’s inside
wall — a textured backdrop for the wide-
screen TV.

Equipped with both overhead fans and
portable heaters, the outdoor room is hab-
itable in all but the coldest days of winter.

“It’s really our preferred family room
now,” said Sharon Roman. “With overhead
fans, shades and other convenient adjust-
ments, we can use the porch from early
spring to late fall.”

John Byrd (byrdmatx@comcast.net) has
been writing about home improvement topics
for 30 years.

Great Falls renovation evolves from basic,
needed repairs to an extensive family-
friendly remodel.

The new portico lends needed defini-
tion to the entrance way of the Jeff and
Sharon Roman’s Great Falls home. The
metal-clad roof is visually unified with
a garage overhang supported by deco-
rative brackets.

Photos by Greg Hadley

The spacious new screened porch demonstrates how highly durable
materials can be shaped to meet demanding aesthetics. The Ipe decking
chosen for the porch flooring is one of the one of the most enduring
natural hardwoods offered for outdoor surfaces; installed in a tongue-
and-groove pattern, it keeps out bugs more effectively than screen mesh.
The fiberglass charcoal screen, likewise, makes it hard to see the porch
interior from the outside.

Details
Sun Design Remodeling frequently sponsors

tours of recently remodeled homes as well as
workshops on home remodeling topics. Head-
quartered in Burke, the firm has a second office
in McLean. Call 703-425-5588 or visit
www.SunDesignInc.com for more.
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

➠

Follow
us:

50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery

606060

Trees &
Shrubs

40% OFF!

Bagged, Shredded
Hardwood Mulch
$3.49 (3 cu. ft bags)

See our Website for more sales:
www.cravensnursery.com

All Japanese
Maples

40% OFF

Local Nursery Closing After 42 Years
~ Going Out of Business Sale ~

Lo
wes

t P
ric

es

Sin
ce

 20
08

!

Blooming Tropicals
25% OFF

Leaf Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

50-60% OFF
Select Trees

50% OFF RR Ties

All Bricks & Stones
50% OFF

Giftware 50% OFF
ENTIRE Stock

Garden Chemicals ON SALE

Daylilies
Buy One,

Get One Free

Daylilies
Buy One,

Get One Free

Daylilies
Buy One,

Get One Free

Siberian Iris
Buy One,

Get One Free

Kwanzan Cherries 7-9' 40% OFF
Sky Rocket Junipers 7-8' 50% OFF
Deodora Cedars 10-15' 50% OFF

50% OFF Perennials
2014 & Prior

40% OFF
Trees and

Shrubs

40% OFF
Trees and

Shrubs

40% OFF
Trees and

Shrubs

40% OFF
Trees and

Shrubs

40% OFF
Trees and

Shrubs

40% OFF
Trees and

Shrubs

40% OFF
Trees and

Shrubs

News

From Page 5

Groundbreaking at Innovation Center South
ing Innovation Center Metro Sta-
tion, which will be built by the
Metropolitan Washington Airports
Authority as part of the second
phase of the Silver Line. When
complete, Innovation Center
South will include a hotel and re-
tail, residential and office space.
Phase 1 of the Silver Line has five
stops from Tysons Corner to
Reston. Phase 2 will run 11.5 miles
from Reston to Ashburn, and is
projected to cost $2.7 billion.
Phase 2 will expand the line from
Wiehle-Reston East to Reston
Town Center, Herndon, Route 28,
Dulles International Airport and
Ashburn.

Projects such as Innovation Cen-
ter are examples of the county’s
goal to create transit-oriented de-
velopment places as outlined in
the Strategic Plan to Facilitate the
Economic Success of Fairfax
County. High-density, mixed-use
developments can be built around
multimodal transit hubs such as
the Silver Line metro stations.
Fairfax County aims to improve
transportation system leading to
better connectivity between
Loudoun County and Washington,

D.C.
In coordination with the shared

infrastructure work, Fairfax
County’s Department of Public
Works and Environmental Services
is designing and building a 2,100-
space parking garage that will
serve bus and rail commuters, a
“pocket park” and a plaza to sup-
port the Metro station. The garage
will include bus bays, kiss-and-ride
spaces, a taxi stand, motorcycle
spaces and a secure room to house
up to 100 bicycles. As part of an
agreement reached four years ago
to pay for the Silver Line’s second
phase, Fairfax County agreed to
build garages for the Innovation
Center Metro Station and the
Herndon Metro Station.

At a July 29, 2014, meeting, the
Board of Supervisors approved a
land deal giving the county a 5.5-
acre footprint for the Innovation
Center Station garage, kiss-and-
ride spaces and Metro plaza, leav-
ing 9.1 acres for the developer,
Nugget Joint Venture to build In-
novation Center South. Nugget
Joint Venture and Fairfax County
are jointly developing the site’s
common infrastructure at a cost of
$17 million. The county’s share of

infrastructure costs is $7.5 million.
In April of this year, the Metro-

politan Washington Airports Au-
thority announced that the second
phase of the Silver Line project is
13 months behind schedule, which
means it may not open until 2020.
Phase 2 had been projected to
open in 2018. Also, more than 150
design changes have already been
made, including a total redesign
of the 11.4-mile Phase 2 to accom-
modate storm water management
issues. For many, the delay an-
nouncement is not a surprise as
the rail line’s Phase 1, which
opened in July 2014, had frequent
delays.

SITE INFRASTRUCTURE
WORK is scheduled to begin this
summer and construction on the
parking garage is scheduled to
start in spring 2017. For more
project details, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/
innovationcenterstationgarage/.

The June 15 ceremony will take
place at the end of Rock Hill Road
in Herndon.

Parking will be available on the
ninth floor of the garage at 2300
Dulles Station Blvd.

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

JUNE
Father’s Day is June 21
6/24/2015.....................................Independence Day Preview
6/24/2015...Professional Profiles & Business in the Community

JULY
7/1/2015.....................................................................Wellbeing
7/8/2015............................................................HomeLifeStyle
7/15/2015...............................................A+ Camps & Schools
7/22/2015.........................................................Pet Connection
7/29/2015..Professional Profiles & Business in the Community

AUGUST
8/5/2015....................................................................Wellbeing
8/12/2015..........................................................HomeLifeStyle
8/19/2015.............A+ Camps & Schools –  Back to School –

Private Schools
8/26/2015.............Newcomers & Community Guide Pullout
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning
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Sports

T
he Langley boys’ soccer team
won the first region champion-
ship in program history with a
2-1 victory over Madison on

June 5 at Langley High School.
After falling behind, Langley’s Jacob

Labovitz netted the equalizer and Sam
Golan scored the game-winner.

“It felt really good to win the region title,”
Langley senior Daniel Levetown wrote in
an email. “It was very surreal for me. We
were down most of the game, and being
able to come back and win it in that fash-
ion made it that much better. Nevertheless,
we set our goal on winning the state cham-
pionship. We celebrated after the game,
jumped around a little and took some pic-
tures, but we quickly got back to work pre-
paring for the next game. But we do know
that this is a very tough region and that it’s
an honor to take the title.”

The victory improved Langley’s record to
18-1-1, including a win against Fairfax in
the Conference 6 tournament final. The
Saxons are 15-0-1 since losing to McLean
on April 7.

“Langley has had some great teams in the
past and it’s a travesty if none of them ever
won the regional title,” Levetown wrote. “I
guess it’s up to us to set the record straight
and to show everyone what the Langley
soccer tradition is all about. I am pleased
that we were able to win the region title to
represent Langley soccer and all of the great
Langley teams and players in the past.”

Next up for the Saxons is a state semifi-
nal match against 6A South runner-up
James River at 7 p.m. on Friday, June 12 at
Robinson Secondary School.

Langley’s last appearance in a state final
was 2004, when the Saxons lost 1-0 to West
Springfield. Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Daniel Levetown (10) and the Langley boys’ soccer team won the 6A
North region title on Friday with a 2-1 victory over Madison.

Langley Boys’ Soccer Wins Region Championship

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

W
hen the 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake rocked Nepal in April
this year, Madhu and Yashoda

Bhandari of Lorton felt the shocks in their
United States home. Both are originally
from the Nuwakot district, one that was
hit violently. Though Madhu’s brothers
and father live in Nepal’s capital
Kathmandu and were unharmed, “It was
very painful,” he said, of seeing the
wreckage in the area of his roots. “With
monsoon season, they need to have
something.”

“We have a heavy heart,” Madhu’s wife
Yashoda said. “Every minute you want
to do something. We’re here to support.”

The couple were two of over 200
people who came out early Sunday
morning, June 7, as part of the Walk for
Nepal fundraiser at Burke Lake Park.

Meekha Mathema, a fifth grade teacher
in the Advanced Academic Program at
Hunters Woods Elementary School in
Reston helped organize the event.

“We had to do something,” she said,
“a way we could heal. I tried to think of
a way I could include children, seniors.”

Mathema goes walking at Burke Lake
Park every weekend; ultimately she de-
cided it was the perfect place. “It has a

nice trail for all of us,” she said.
Beginning close to 8 a.m. walkers chose

either a one-mile course or the entire loop
of Burke Lake — close to five miles.

OVER 200 PEOPLE registered for the
walk and even more non-walking donors
joined the cause. All told, Mathema esti-
mated the event raised between $7-$8,000.

A partnership between her late father’s
humanitarian nongovernmental organiza-
tion the Daya Foundation and the United
Nations-affiliated International Association

for Human Values allows money donated
from the walk to have an instant impact.

Madhu Kadari, a volunteer with the In-
ternational Association for Human Values
who spoke before the walk, said some of
the money raised will help fund building
temporary shelters for victims of the earth-
quake. Three hundred shelters are planned,
costing $150 each.

Other International Association for Hu-
man Values efforts, with funding of around
$62 million so far, include relief supplies,
community shelters that can act as voca-

tional training centers, solar lamps and
trauma relief.

“There’s a lot of grief and anxiety,”
Kadari said, explaining the importance
of meditation and breathing techniques
being taught at relief camps. “The first
thing is to get out of the mental trauma.”

Also before the walk, Narayan Mainali,
Minister Counselor from the embassy of
Nepal, thanked the United States Con-
gress for its support of the country in
crisis. “Nepal has so many helping
hands,” he said.

In addition to walking, Mainali encour-
aged walkers to visit Nepal and support
the tourist economy, for business own-
ers to consider expanding into Nepal and
buying the country’s crafts and carpets.

JOHN MORRISON, a planning man-
ager with Fairfax County Urban Search
and Rescue Task Force 1, was among the
group that was deployed to Nepal as part
of the international relief effort. He was
recognized before the walk along with
fellow Task Force 1 members Elizabeth
Chaney, rescue dog Ventoux, and Ryland
Chapman. “We were in awe of the
Nepalese people,” Morrison said.

Ramya Griddahuri of Herndon is in
Mathema’s fifth grade class. “Where
Nepal has been hit, it’s scary for them,”
she said. “I want to help. Doing this walk,
I know that I’m helping people.”

For more information on the Daya
Foundation, visit dayafoundation.org/
np, for the International Association for
Human Values, visit www.iahv.org.

200 walk to support
victims of Nepal
earthquake

Helping, with Heavy Hearts

Photo by Tim Peterson/The Connection

(From left) Herndon residents Srinivas, Shalini and Adithi
Kanchinatham, and Pranav, Mahri, Ramya and Subba Griddahuri com-
pleted the Walk for Nepal Earthquake Victims at Burke Lake Park.

Herndon Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b
To Highlight
your Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday School: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

13999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-640013999 METROTECH DR., CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • 703-802-6400

50% Off Clearance Sale
Sale Runs Now thru June 27th

Proceeds benefit Herndon-Reston FISH, a volunteer-run, nonsectarian,
nonprofit providing assistance to local residents in need.

Furniture
Collectibles

Dishes
Linens

And MORE!336 Victory Drive, Herndon (off Spring Street)
703-437-0600 www.herndonrestonfish.org

Hours:
10–3 Tuesday–Friday

10–4 Saturday

The
Bargain Loft

SALE!

Festivals this Weekend
SATURDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 13-14
2nd Lake Anne Chalk on the Water Festival. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Lake Anne

Plaza, 1609 Washington Plaza, Reston. Chalk on the Water is a two-day
street-painting festival where participants will create amazing street art.
Festival goers can purchase a “plot” of brick space on the plaza and paint to
their hearts delight whatever flows from their imagination. Cost for spaces
are $5 for children, $10 for adults, and $15 for professional artist.
Individuals can register at www.chalkonthewater.com. Only 100 spaces/
plots are available for this event. Participants have a chance to win cash
prizes for various categories, awarded by notable community judges. The
festival will also include food, a live DJ, a wine garden.

SUNDAY/JUNE 14
Love Your Body Yoga Festival. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Reston Town Center,

11900 Market Street, Reston. Yoga studios and wellness centers of Northern
Virginia will be offering classes, services, and information on ways to care
for your body, along with live entertainment and activities for children.
Donations to participate in classes benefit Cornerstones. Presented by
Beloved Yoga. www.belovedyoga.com.

Lake Anne Summer Film Festival: My Big Fat Greek Wedding. 8 p.m.
Lake Anne Plaza, 1609 Washington Plaza, Reston. The free outdoor festival
will take place each month on selected Sunday’s and will feature some great
flicks from classic to comedy. Grab a date, the family or a group of friends,
bring the lawn chairs and a picnic and enjoy flicks under the stars.

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com. The
deadline is the Friday prior to the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.

THROUGH SUNDAY/JUNE 21
A Man for All Seasons. NextStop

Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. This powerful drama about
one man’s struggle between his
conscience and his king. Tickets: $28.

THROUGH SUNDAY/JUNE 28
HestiaMa’at Exhibit. ArtSpace

Herndon, 750 Center Street,
Herndon. In Hestia Ma’at artists
Milagros Pongo from Paraguay/Peru,
Alex Garcia from the Dominican
Republic, Celso Trufel, from the
Dominican Republic, and Vicky
Benitez, from Uruguay/Paraguay
present a bold exhibit of art and
photography resonating with the
artists’ spirit of inner peace and faith
in life.

THROUGH FRIDAY/AUG. 28
Herndon Friday Night Live. 6:30

p.m. 777 Lynn Street, Herndon.
Listen to great music on Friday nights
during the summer.
herndonrocks.com/schedule.php.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 10
Precious Preschoolers. 11 a.m.

Herndon Library, 768 Center Street,
Herndon. Jump and Jam: We will
rock to stories, songs, and rhymes
while we read to the rhythm. Age 3-5
with adult.

FRIDAY/JUNE 12
Senior Tea. 1-2 p.m. ArtSpace

Herndon, 750 Center Street,
Herndon. Every month seniors are
invited to visit the gallery to view the
current exhibit and enjoy a cup of tea
and a sweet treat. All teas are free
and open to the public.

SATURDAY/JUNE 13
Car Show. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Northwest

Federal, 200 Spring Street, Herndon.
The latest models from Northwest
Federal’s network of area auto
dealers will be on display, and a car
wholesaler will provide no-obligation
quotes on buyers’ current vehicles.
The Credit Union will also offer
members onsite financing. Non-
members are welcome to attend and
can apply for membership that day if
they meet membership eligibility
requirements.

Creative and Musical Writing
Workshop. 3-4 p.m. ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center Street,
Herndon. A workshop with singer,
writer and poet Andrew McKnight.
This workshop explores how to
express one’s interest in a subject
through words and/or music through
use of writing exercises, examples
and interactive discussion. Simple
structure of songs, and the basics of

melody and meter will be explored.
Participants do a variety of exercises
building towards development of
original works collectively or
individually during the session. Ages
10+. Tickets: $15.
www.artspaceherndon.org.

Music of the Shenandoah. 6:30 p.m.
ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center
Street, Herndon. The Herndon
Foundation for the Cultural Arts’
three concert series celebrates the
contribution of Virginia’s string bands
to the foundation of modern
American music, connecting Herndon
to Virginia’s roots music.Tickets $15.
http://www.artspaceherndon.com/
dominion-notes-concert-series/

Dog Tales. 10:30 a.m. 768 Center
Street, Herndon. Read aloud to a
trained therapy dog for 15 minutes;
bring your own book or choose a
book from the library. Ages 5-12.

THURSDAY/JUNE 18
Jr. Farmer Family Fun. 4 p.m. Frying

Pan Farm Park, 2709 West Ox Road,
Herndon. This family program goes
behind the scenes to help the farmers
at Frying Pan Farm Park. Come help
with farm chores such as milking the
cows, feeding the animals, and
shelling corn. Topics and activities
vary. Children must be accompanied
by a registered adult.

Calendar

ArtSpace Herndon presents music of the Shenandoah
Valley, the final concert in the Dominion Notes series.
With his eclectic quartet Beyond Borders, award-winning
singer Andrew McKnight, will perform music drawn from
Virginia roots music. The group’s sound traverses influ-
ences from Appalachia, tasteful slide and jazzy blues,
feisty anthems, rustic folk, and guitar-driven rock. See
them on June 13, 6:30 p.m. ArtSpace Herndon, 750
Center Street, Herndon. Tickets $15.

Farmers Markets 2015

WEDNESDAYS
Oak Marr Farmers Market. 8 a.m. -

noon. Wednesdays, May 6- Nov. 18.
Oak Marr Park & RECenter, 3200
Jermantown Road, Oakton. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/viennamkt.htm

Wakefield Farmers Market. 2-6 p.m.
Wednesdays, May 6-Oct. 28. 8100
Braddock Road, Annandale. 703-321-
7081.http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/
wakefieldmkt.htm

Fair Lakes Farmers Market. 3:30-7
p.m. 4501 Market Commons Drive,
Fairfax. www.greentowns.com/
initiative/farmers-market/fair-lakes-
farmers-market-fairfax-va.

THURSDAYS
Annandale Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-

12 p.m. Thursdays, May 7-Nov. 12.

Featuring a master gardener plant
clinic on site to answer questions
about plants and landscaping. Mason
District Park, 6621 Columbia Pike,
Annandale.www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/
annandalemkt.htm

Herndon Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Thursdays, May 7-Nov.
12. Twelve Vendors sell a variety of
products including kettle corn and
fresh made Italian pasta. Old Town
Herndon, 700 Block of Lynn Street,
Herndon. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/
herndonmkt.htm

Fairfax’s Government Center
Farmers Market. 3-7 p.m.
Thursdays, May 7-Oct. 29. Ten
vendors including a Middle Eastern
delicacy bakery and custom organic
ice cream shop.Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Latinos como tú sirviendo a nuestra comunidad

703-444-7804
www.VAGoldBuyers.com

21580
Atlantic Blvd.

#120
Sterling,
VA 20166

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

MEDICAL
ASSISTANT

Busy Internal Medicine Office in
Burke. Part time. Flexible hours.

No nights or weekends.
Experience preferred.

Email resume to:
patriciabounds@hotmail.com

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

21 Announcements
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Philosophically
Speaking

Recently I attended a “Celebration
of Life” event, sponsored by Kaiser
Permanente, created to bring attention
to, and educate the public on, cancer.
As a long-time cancer survivor, nearly
six and a half years now – and one
treated by doctors at Kaiser, I was
asked, along with a cervical cancer sur-
vivor, to sit on a “survivor panel”; to
share our cancer experiences, and
offer, along with two oncologists and a
pulmonologist, our respective insights
as “treater” and “treatee.”

As you regular readers know, my
story, based on the available statistical
indicators at the time, is a miracle. Lung
cancer is a killer, almost always.
Survivors who live beyond two years are
rare enough; beyond five years, rarer
still. However, given the evolution of the
research and new drugs brought to mar-
ket, there are more lung cancer survivors
than ever before. And the more survivors
I meet, the more empowered I become
regarding my own life expectancy.
Which, if a cancer patient thinks too
much about, the shorter – in my opin-
ion, it will be. As a practical considera-
tion though, how do you not focus on
the most important thing in your life;
that thing being your lung cancer diag-
nosis. A diagnosis your oncologist has
advised you will likely result in a rather
disappointing prognosis. But somehow,
from my perspective anyhow, that’s
exactly what patients/survivors have to
do; agree and proceed, sort of.

Moreover, how does one make light
of something (your “terminal” disease/
“13-month to two-year prognosis”)
which is incredibly heavy? And how
does one not get depressed about some-
thing (again, your diagnosis) which is ter-
ribly depressing? And finally, how does
one stay positive and find humor/ bal-
ance, when cancer is the definition of
negative and imbalance, and is, as the
old expression says: “Funny as a heart
attack”? It all seems and feels counter-
intuitive. It reminds me of the Seinfeld
episode when, out of desperation,
George decided to act opposite to his
instincts: “My name is George. I’m
unemployed and I live with my parents;”
which resulted in his meeting an attrac-
tive woman at the diner and getting his
Assistant-to-the-Traveling-Secretary job
with the New York Yankees. Yet some-
how, following this path of least resis-
tance has worked – for me. Inexplicable.
Random? Lucky? Misguided?
Inadvisable? Rhyme or reason? If I think
too much about it, I’m afraid I’ll weaken
the nation. All I know is: since it ain’t
broke, I’m not looking to fix it.

Certainly there have been struggles:
I’m not going to pretend otherwise. Still,
living is its own reward, and having sur-
vived now way beyond my initial prog-
nosis, I’d like to think that I’m further
from the beginning than I am closer to
the end. But who knows, really? And
what good comes from asking myself
that question anyway? I can’t get an
answer, obviously; and of course, any
guarantees are long gone. Somehow I
have to continue to trick myself into not
caring: the opposite of all my instincts. It
worked for George and so far, it’s
worked for me. Now, if I can only leave
well enough alone. That would truly be
a miracle.

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ClassifiedClassified

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com
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News

By Ryan Dunn

The Connection

O
n June 12 at 7:30 p.m. and
June 13 at 2 p.m., Herndon
High will host a production of
Molière’s great comedy,

“Tartuffe.” First performed in 1664, the fam-
ily of Orgon has fallen victim to a pious
fraud. Only by conspiring, hiding in closets
and climbing under tables (all in French
farce fashion) can the family reveal
Tartuffe’s fake divinity. “It is basically Dr.
Seuss and Shakespeare combined,” said
Herndon High junior Jessie Jorgensen, who
has the role of Mariane.

“The crazy contrast between characters
is fantastic. It is definitely a funny play,” said
junior Nathan Burns who is cast as gullible
Orgon. The production has a tighter cast
than school musicals, with a focused use
on expression and reaction. “This is a semi-
box set, so only a few props will be moved,”
said junior Patrick Hammes, one of the stage
technicians for this production. Earlier in
spring the school produced "Children of
Eden," a twist on the biblical book of Gen-

esis.”
Playing the role of the scoundrel Tartuffe

is junior Annie Taylor. “This is my first ever
title role, so this is exciting. We think this
production will lead to a great perfor-
mance,” said Taylor. The image for the pro-
duction used on fliers was created by sopho-

more Raleigh Hampson. “We wanted to rep-
resent the character of Tartuffe, who is re-
ally a con. This comedy will be hilarious,”
said Hampson, who is also an understudy
for the play.

This play will be one of the final produc-
tions by Herndon drama teacher Zoë

Dillard, who will be departing for Greens-
boro, N.C. to pursue editing and writing.
“This play has a very distinct style of the-
atre and comedy, and it is important for
advanced theatre students to know about
Molière. It is still a funny and relevant play,”
said Dillard. Costumes for this production
enhance the physical comedy, and were
borrowed from Westfield High School.

A 2015 Remembrance Cabaret will be
held on Saturday, June 13 at Westfield High
School at 7 p.m. The event is a fundraiser
for the Reema J. Samaha Memorial Schol-
arship fund. Herndon will be represented
in the cabaret performance by students Sa-
rah Overton and Henry Metcalf. The schol-
arship supports graduating seniors from
Westfield High in Chantilly or Herndon High
who will be attending a Virginia state uni-
versity.

Morganne Davies will take Dillard’s posi-
tion after the summer production of “Any-
thing Goes.” A Summer Theatre Production
Camp, from July 6 – Aug. 3, the musical
will have performances on July 31 and Aug.
1 at 7:30 p.m. and Aug. 2 at 2 p.m. at the
HHS Auditorium.

While Dillard will be missed, students
look forward to working with Davies.
“Dillard has helped us all grow as actors,”
said Jessie Jorgensen.  For more informa-
tion on Herndon Drama and productions,
visit www.herndondrama.org.

Comedy By Molière Comes to Herndon High
June production
by Herndon
theatre students.

The Herndon cast for the June production of Molière’s great comedy,
"Tartuffe." This play will be one of the final productions by Herndon
drama teacher Zoë Dillard, who will be leaving for North Carolina.
Dillard is in the back, second from the right.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
R

y
a
n

 
D

u
n

n
 
/
 
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

By Ryan Dunn

The Connection

H
erndon High School Choir pre-
sented the Pops Concert on
Thursday, June 4 at Herndon

High auditorium. This was one of the final
concert shows for the year for students.
Admission was free and the show was open
to the public, although donations were ac-
cepted at the door to benefit the Herndon
High School (HHS) Choir Department. The
concert was well attended by family, friends
and local residents. “There is a lot of talent
in this show, and the choreography was im-
pressive,” said parent Brad Hummel.

Directing the show was choral director
Dana Van Slyke, who has served as choral
director at Herndon High School since
1995. During her time there, she has con-
ducted the Concert Choir, Herndon Chorale,
the Heatwave show choir, the Madrigal
Singers, Bennett Street Boys and the
Shebees. In addition, she has taught AP and
introductory music theory. Playing the pi-
ano for many songs was her husband, Jim
Van Slyke. Earlier this school year, Herndon
High students Rebecca Wichman, Caitlyn
Homet, Jordon Golomb, Sarah Overton and
Zach Klein were selected to participate in
the All Virginia Choir.

The program opened with a presentation

of “Will It Go Round in Circles” by the
Herndon High School Choirs, followed by
“Gone, Gone, Gone,” sung by the Concert
Choir. Playing accompanying instruments

were Joey Rudek, Jackob Reeves, Colby
Gardiner, and Noah McKee. The event was
also an opportunity for every senior student
to perform a song. “The live variety of mu-

sic lets everyone tap their toes and have a
great time. The music is fabulous,” said
Herndon resident Rhonda Long, whose son
is in the choir. Students were also pleased
with the event. “It has been great, all of our
hard work has paid off,” said sophomore
Jack Norcross.

“On behalf of the Herndon Choral
Booster’s Board of Directors and Executive
Board, I would like to extend our apprecia-
tion to all the Choral Booster parents who
gave of their time and means to support the
Herndon High Choir this year,” said presi-
dent of the Herndon Choral Booster Andie
Lytle. Monday, June 8, Herndon High
hosted Herndon Band Awards. On Wednes-
day, June 10, a ceremony and reception at
Herndon High cafeteria will celebrate the
2015 Choir Awards.

“It has been a fantastic show, there has
been so much talent,” said parent Susan
Horting. The program included song, dance,
costume and set changes, and music from
every genre of popular music: rock to hip-
hop, mellow to metal, country to coffee-
house. The Herndon all-female a cappella
performance group Shebees presented
“Your Lips Are Movin’,” followed by the all-
male a cappella performance group The
Bennett Street Boys, who presented “Up-
town Funk.”

The concert concluded with the sentimen-
tal song “I Will Remember You” performed
by the HHS Choirs and alums of HHS choirs.

To read more about Herndon High choir
visit www.herndonchoir.com.

Herndon High Choir Holds Pops Concert
School year ends
with choral shows.

On June 4, the Herndon High School Choir presented the Pops Concert.
The Herndon all-female a cappella performance group Shebees pre-
sented “Your Lips Are Movin’.”
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