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Reston Lake Anne Plaza Held-on
June 11 and June 12. The colorful
event was sponsored by both Lake
Anne and the Initiative for Public
Art Reston (IPAR).
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WEEK IN RESTON

Village Center Open House

Supervisor Cathy Hudgins and the Jefferson Apartment Group
are hosting an Open House to share the revised proposal for the
Tall Oaks Village Center. The meeting will be held on Monday,
June 22, from 7 to 9 p.m. at Reston Community Center at Lake
Anne - Jo Ann Rose Gallery, 1609-A Washington Plaza, Reston.

Attendees will hear a briefing on the project and have an op-
portunity to provide feedback. Contact Goldie Harrison at 703-
478-0283 or goldie.harrison@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Commemorating 70th
Anniversary of War’s End

As part of its continuing series celebrating Reston’s early his-
tory, Reston Historic Trust (RHT) and Museum will present an-
other free program on Thursday, June 25, 7 - 9 p.m., at the Jo
Ann Rose Gallery at Reston Community Center - Lake Anne.

Historian Jim Lewis will present a slide show, commemorating
the 70" Anniversary of the end of WWIL. Stories and anecdotes
from the audience will be welcome.

By the summer of 1945, the Americans had finally cornered
Ce X Japan. Allied leadership was convinced that an invasion of the

ONNECTION FILE PHOTO X o .
The 25th annual Taste of Reston will fill the town center with the delicious scents and home islands was the best strategy for bringing about the desired
delightful sounds on June 19-21. “unconditional surrender” as quickly as possible. Strategists in
Washington, Guam, and Manila were putting the finishing touches
T f R R 19 2 1 on a plan that would have been the greatest amphibious invasion

aSte O eStOn eturnS une = in history and likely followed by the most gruesome land opera-

tions of all time.

he Taste of Reston, produced by the Greater vendors, live entertainment on three stages, a carni- Only a few Americans in 1945 were aware of the elaborate
Reston Chamber of Commerce, is the larg- val, the Family Fun Zone and a Wine ‘n Dine area. plans that had been prepared for the Allied invasion and even
est outdoor food festival in the area and was  This weekend's schedule: Friday, June 19, 3-11 p.m.; fewer were aware of the defenses the Japanese had prepared to
voted 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 “Northern Saturday, June 20, noon-11 p.m. Sunday, June 21, counter the invasion.
Virginia’s Best Food Festival” by Virginia Living maga- 10 a.m. - 8 p.m., carnival only. Reston Town Center, Admission is free. Contact the Museum at 703-709-7700; email
zine. Join the fun starting June 19-21 at Reston Town 11900 Market St., Reston. restonmuseum@gmail.com or visit www.restonmuseum.org.

Center for a weekend of restaurants and community Visit www.restontaste.com.
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NEWS

Bring On the Plazas

In Reston master plan, emphasis on plazas,
mixed use, affordability, walkability and
transportation that connects people.

By KEN MOORE
THE CONNECTION

ob Simon, 101, reminded the
Board of Supervisors of the ex-
citement of Reston at the begin-
ning.

“The opening in 1965 of Reston to the
public involved 227 townhouses and 60
high rise units and a smattering of retail.
Not a big deal,” he said before the Board of
Supervisors on June 2. “However, to our
amazement, it turned out to be an interna-
tional phenomenon. Nationally front page
in newspapers, the Times, the Post. Feature
articles in Life, Look, Fortune. A Japanese
reporter was sent over with a translator to
interview me.

“Over the years I've tried to analyze what
happened to that little development. I think
what happened was that it was reintroduc-
ing into the United States a gathering place
called a plaza,” he said.

“I felt very disheartened, having been
fired in ‘67,” he said. “My successors didn’t
appreciate what the plaza was and the con-
sequential result of the Village Centers were
not plazas, gathering places, important so-
cial venues but [instead they were] strip
centers, shopping centers,” Simon said be-
fore the Board of Supervisors. The Board
adopted the second phase of the Reston
Master Plan on June 2.

“My hope is that during the next 50 years,

all of those village centers will be destroyed
and replaced by plazas surrounded by den-
sity,” he said. “For the plazas to work they
need the density to support the individual
stores.The plazas are not in competition
with other plazas let alone with the town
center.”

The Board of Supervisors approved the
second phase of the Master Plan, which
pledges to concentrate growth around tran-
sit station areas and village centers.

Simon wants his vision of a plaza, like
Lake Anne, to be prominent for all the Vil-
lage Centers.

“It is very important for Tall Oaks to be-
come a real village center and as a prece-
dent to the other village centers, all of which
are shopping centers.

So the concept of plaza is of a hard sur-
face area where people can gather sur-
rounded by local stores and by relatively
dense residential units,” said Simon. “I hope
that’s what we get for Tall Oaks and for
thereafter for the other village centers.”

The Board of Supervisors unanimously
approved the Plan.

“The focus on Tall Oaks is exceptional
because it is a center that is not function-
ing today and it has an opportunity to be a
true village center,” said Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins. “That conversation has begun with
the community and the owner has been
present for that and we look forward to that
continuing.”

REsTON CONNECTION EDITOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC

703-778-9414 OR RESTON@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

RESTON ASSOCIATION praised the plan
and the process, while asking for one key
addition.

“The plan better protects the stable neigh-
borhoods in Reston where growth is focused
within the TSAs and the village centers,”
said Cate Fulkerson, of the Reston Associa-
tion. “This plan better incorporates the es-
sential elements of the planned community
of Reston, those characteristics that make
Reston unique, giving it its sense of place.”

She successfully urged the Board of Su-
pervisors to add one sentence to the Reston
Master Plan.

“Reston has always been a place where
nature is valued and protected,” she said.
“That is the most important characteristic
of Reston and it needs to be clearly stated
and adopted into the plan.”

Supervisor Cathy Hudgins expressed her
excitement for the plan’s details.

“Phase II gave us the opportunity to reaf-
firm the principles of Reston ... that is about

Founder’s Day at
' Lake Anne Plaza
in April, offered
an example of
plazas as gather-
ing places. Eva
Desrosiers had

* the best seat in
the house in

. front of Lake
Anne next to Bob
Simon, the
bronze version,
with her daugh-
ter Michelle and
granddog Rusty.

PHOTO BY
KEN MOORE/
THE CONNECTION

mixed use, affordability, walkability and
transportation that connects people.”

Hudgins also noted the importance of “the
roles plazas play. ... The proposed amend-
ment envisions transformation of village
centers into true community gathering
places with a vibrant mix of uses that frame
a public plaza and focus on high quality
design and architecture.”

Highlights of the new master plan accord-
ing to Hudgins:

“New residential development through-
out Reston should address housing diver-
sity and affordability through the provision
of different types styles and prices of hous-
ing including senior and universally de-
signed housing. The transportation recom-
mendations emphasize, multi-modal trans-
portation system featuring a robust bicycle
and pedestrian network. The proposed plan
fosters environmental stewardship and pro-
vides urban parks within the transit station
areas and village centers.”

COMMENTARY

Political Prospects for Medicaid Expansion

> .

By KENNETH R. “KEN" PLUM
STATE DELECATE (D-306)

irginia voters in areas with con-

tested primaries went to the polls

last week to select their candi-
dates for the Nov. 3 general election
when all seats in the General Assembly
are up for election as are many local of-
fices. Primary elections attract mostly
party faithfuls in small numbers and are
not clear barometers of the mood of vot-
ers generally on issues. Some of the re-
sults in General Assembly primaries merit
attention.

In the Republican dominated
Shenandoah Valley, senior Senator
Emmett Hanger who was one of the three
Republicans in the General Assembly
who supported Medicaid expansion had
two more conservative challengers who
made Medicaid expansion an issue in the

primary with both of
them opposing expan-
sion. Hanger won easily.
In Hampton Roads, the
lone Democratic incum-
bent who opposed Medic-
aid expansion lost to his
primary challenger who
supported it. Before
jumping to the conclusion that Medicaid ex-
pansion has suddenly become popular in
the Commonwealth, there is the primary in-
volving the Speaker of the House of Del-
egates. The Speaker was reported as cam-
paigning in part on his being able to keep
Virginia from expanding Medicaid. Of
course, his Tea Party opponent opposed
Medicaid and suggested that the Speaker’s
opposition had not been strong enough.
After campaigning hard and out-spending
his challenger, the Speaker won easily.
Across the state a senate incumbent and

a delegate incumbent, both Republican who
opposed Medicaid expansion, beat their
challengers who also opposed Medicaid
expansion. The election results do not give
a clear indication of the outcome of what
will be a critically important issue for the
2016 General Assembly session. The Gov-
ernor remains committed to Medicaid ex-
pansion, but his having any chance of suc-
cess is dependent upon the outcome of the
Senate races.

In the November state senate races there
will be several key contests. At a 21-19 ad-
vantage for Republicans, Democrats need
to pick up at least one seat to give Demo-
cratic Lieutenant Governor Ralph Northam
the opportunity to break ties. The seats be-
ing vacated by the two other moderate Re-
publicans who supported Medicaid expan-
sion offer hope for Democrats, but Demo-
crats need also to hang onto the seat va-
cated with the retirement of Democratic

State Senator Chuck Colgan. The only
Democratic state senator in western Vir-
ginia is in a three-way race.

If elections were based purely on facts,
Medicaid expansion would be a sure win-
ner. The White House Council of Eco-
nomic Advisors issued a report recently
that said expansion would reach an ad-
ditional 179,000 Virginia residents with
lifesaving care. The report also said Vir-
ginia will miss out on $1.24 billion in
federal funding in 2016 by not expand-
ing Medicaid. That is billions of Virginia
taxpayer dollars that could come back
to the Commonwealth, freeing up state
funds for crucial under-funded pro-
grams.

Go to the polls this November, and in
the meantime let friends and families
know the importance of Medicaid expan-
sion and that their votes will matter in
making it happen.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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MIDDLEBURG

ATOKA PROPERTIES

" HAMILTON, VA -Historie, GORGEOUS 6300 5F
Manor House Guest & Tenant Hses provide 5
more bdrms & EXCELLENT INCOME . Main hse
featuras impressive graat room, stunning kitchen;
! heated pool wiountains, elegant columned
| portico; enchanting 1st fl. master bdrm. w/
1 barrel-vault ceiling, steam shower, cusiom every-
thing! PRIVATE & convenient $1.890,000
Putar P{e}nmﬂl BA0-ZT0-3EA5 - Scoofl Busrell SE0-454-10359
LEESBURG, VA Custom-built stone, brick, and
cedar estate on 3.54 acres w/ amenities ideal for
life style full of entertaining, lewsure, & enjoyment
Features include heated indoor poal, a sports
pub, areg. racquetbail court w/ hoop, audiofvideso
system w/ 2 home theaters, roofiop deck, picnic
pavilion w/ gas barbecue, potting shed, 2+ 2-car
garages, & caretaker apartment. 51,655,000

Pofar Pajancesich S40-270-3835 + Sooll Buproll S40-454-1358

PURCELLVILLE, VA Stunning completely custom
with no detail missed from hand rubbed lloors,
exquisite moldings,.casements & a proper center
hall, this home will not disappoint the most
discarning eve. Magnificent Chiefs kitchen which
leads you into a grand coffered family room built
lor entartaining and the modern family with histor-
ic proportions kept in mind £1,299,000
Pmmms:u-a?ms&a; + Soodl Burrol S40-454-1369

PURCELLVILLE, YA Stunning custom home in
the heart of Loudoun County's Wine Country
next-door to Hillsberough Vineyards. Beau-
tilul sunset views! The grand foyer with
hardwood floors cpens into the living room
and formal dining room, Enjoy the views
§ fram the gourmet kitchan! 51,299,000
Potel Pejasceich 540-2T0-3835 + Seotl Burrall S60-458-1309
MELMORE, MIDDLEBURG, VA - 4 BR, 3+ bath,
B 1100SQ FT, cuslom kitchen cabinets, 3 FPs,
finlshed basament, Pine Floors, 2 car carriage
house w/ 2nd lloor, 2 car garage, pond, pool,
gazeebo, full trex deck, orchard,

prafessional landscaping 51,175,000
Pebst Pojascevich S40-270-3815 «  Scofl Buzreli S40-054-1300

LEESBURG, VA-  Stunning views of Polomac
River and Goll Course Located in the Gated
River Creek CC. All Brick w/ Michaal Harris
Private garden enfrance. Fully contained 4th
level including fireplace, living area, large deck
with amazing views, with baedroomibath. Gourmet
kitchen with =at in area. $974,8900

Derwrs Posin 871 2918747 + oo, theinihissh oo o e Som

LEESBURG, VA- Baautiful house and yard!
Gated River Creek Country Ciub, Fabulous home
{4 warm sunny and inviting, including 5 inch hand
scraped hickory wood fioors, updated harware,
kitchen opan to tamily room, screanad in pavilion
porch all overlocking this beautifully landscaped
and fully fenced yard Complete in ground waler
system. Wood burning fireplace. $799.000

D Poe ST F-5TAT = wwer INOCCrook peopuirntios, com

| PURCELLVILLE, VA- Charming hoeme (¢ 1853)
§ on private 2.4 acre in town lol w mature trees/-
bexwoodsistream adjacent to Loudoun Golf 6th
hola. 3-4 bdrm, 4 baths, updated utilities, Orig
heart of pine floors. High ceailings, orig. moldings,
large windows, 4 FPs. Slone walled English
basement wikitfam & sep din rcom Ranovated
carriage housa as au pair suite or rental incomea

Jane Hsnskey ST1-550-2728 SraS.000

MIDDLEBURG, VA- Unique country housa on
8.5 ac w paddocks & riding ring. Visit your
horsas just oul front door, or use 3 slalls as a
dramatic feature of a future atrium oining both
wings of tha home. No horsa? Sit by the stocked
pond with its own sandy beach!"*Sunny home incl
2 maln BRs plus two guest rocomsfoffice. Possible
i e main-ivl BR, Mtn views, 4-car garage. $749,000
SN im Huewt 7039929651 W OOy VT, 1l

WWW. MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

Lircaellville 540-338- 7 77 | Leesburg FO3:7
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Citizens Speak on Upcoming
Family Life Education Vote

LaTeef honored at
June 11 School Board
meeting.

By TiM PETERSON
THE CONNECTION

he Fairfax County School Board’s

May 7 meeting drew a passionate

and boisterous crowd that filled the
Luther Jackson Middle School auditorium
and spilled out into the main lobby. That
night the board voted in favor of adding
“gender identity” to its nondiscrimination
policy for students, employees and appli-
cants for employment.

On June 25, the board may face a similar
scene. It’s scheduled to vote on proposed
updates from the Family Life Education
Curriculum Advisory Committee, including
adding the topics of gender identity and
sexual orientation, beginning in seventh
grade Family Life Education, classes out of
which parents may opt out their students.

Other advertised changes include moving
a portion of the curriculum from Family Life
Education to students’ health courses. This
would be done to comply with the Virginia
Board of Education’s recently revised health
standards of learning for kindergarten
through tenth grade.

According to Fairfax County Public
Schools, the topics that would no longer be
part of Family Life Education (and there-
fore no-longer opt-out) are:

< Personal development (emotions/feel-
ings, self-image, self-concept, personal char-
acteristics, skills to work and play success-
fully in a community)

< Healthy relationships (includes conflict
resolution skills)

< Respecting individual differences (dis-
abilities, ethnicities, cultures)

< Mental health areas such as depression
and suicide

The recommendations came up as new
business at the school board’s May 21 meet-
ing. At the June 11 meeting, eight out of
the 10 citizen speakers and one additional
speaker on a prepared video addressed the
recommendations. Each of those speakers
opposed the proposed changes.

“How one identifies should not take the
place of science and truth,” said citizen
Steven Mosley, who introduced himself as
a “black, ordained, evangelical reverend”
who works in higher education. “Here’s the
truth we need to hang on to: Man cannot
determine his gender just like I can’t deter-
mine my race. Both these things are gifts
from God and affirmed by science.”

Citizen Mary Beth Style said, “Fairfax
County Public Schools have no expertise to
teach lessons on the development of
transgender identity.

“This religious belief that the soul is sepa-
rate from the body and that man creates
his own reality is not supported by science,”

\
‘

Harris LaTeef

Style continued. “There is no agreement in
the therapeutic world and certainly no
agreement in society or even among the
theorists who are fighting among them-
selves. Yet you are teaching it anyway. That
is arrogant.”

Community review of the board action
will continue until Friday, June 19, through
the website www.fcps.edu/is/hpe/fle.shtml.
The page contains frequently asked ques-
tions and answers from Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools, as well as contact information
for Elizabeth Payne, health and physical
education coordinator for the school sys-
tem. Email comments can be sent to
FLEcomments@fcps.edu.

Citizens may also request to speak at the
upcoming meeting by either registering
online at www.fcps.edu/schlbd/meetings/
requestspeak.shtml or calling the School
Board office at 571-423-1075 during nor-
mal business hours, beginning three days
prior to the meeting. Ten spots are avail-
able and are filled on a first-come basis.

THE SCHOOL BOARD also recognized
its outgoing, 44th student representative
Harris LaTeef, a senior at Langley High
School. Superintendent of Schools Dr. Karen
Garza followed the individual board mem-
bers and summed up their effusive compli-
ments of LaTeef’s work.

“You’re one of the most impressive young
men I've ever been around: intelligent, ar-
ticulate, calm under pressure and wise be-
yond your years,” Garza said. “Being the
student voice on the board, you always
added significant value to our work and
reminded us why we’re doing this.”

In his remarks, LaTeef thanked the board
for teaching him about “politics, education,
human nature and the true meaning of serv-
ing one’s community.” He also offered the
public some commentary from his perspec-
tive. “Though they may seem divided at
times,” he said, “each has the same goal, to
make Fairfax County Public Schools a great
school system to send your kids to each and
every morning.” LaTeef’s final thoughts
were directed back at the School Board
members: “Keep fighting the good fight,”
he said. “Don’t let petty politics or games-
manship distract you from why you are
here, and that is to focus on the future.”
After graduating, LaTeef plans to attend the
University of St. Andrews in Scotland.

wWwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



LETTER

Reston Tall Oaks
Village Center
Identity Crisis

To the Editor:

Robert Simon envisioned Reston as be-
ing a place where people could walk to work
and shopping, walk to recreation and na-
ture without using a car. He designed a
number of Village Centers that were actu-
ally within walking distance of most of the
residents homes in Reston. One of those
Village Centers is located at the corner of
Wiehle Avenue and North Shore Drive. It is
called the Tall Oaks Village Center. It has
been in disrepair for a number of years, a
decade, and no one in Reston cared. It was
sold a few times and most recently to an-
other developer.

Village Centers are more than just shop-
ping and retail. They are gathering places
for people who see each other occasionally
from nearby neighborhoods. Where parents
and kids could easily walk after hitting the
RA pool and maybe have a coke or ice
cream. Where dog walkers could sit and
chat. Architecturally Village Centers made
people feel like they could stop by no rea-
son other than to hang out a while. Invit-
ing open spaces, sitting areas (covered) and
up till now, maybe a county or RA office or
branch library. The developer’s current
plans allow for none of these. Worse yet, I
believe the RA and county don’t seem to
think it is important. Actions speak louder
than words.

Who is responsible for ensuring the prin-
ciples of Robert Simon’s vision and associa-
tion bylaws are adhered to? Not an easy
answer. There is the Fairfax County Plan-
ning Commission, the Reston Association
(RA) Board of Directors, along with the RA
Planning and Zoning Committee and the RA
Design Review Board. That’s a lot of over-
sight. So what have they been doing dur-
ing the last 10 years of the Tall Oaks Vil-
lage Center’s decline? Ask them yourself.
Send an email.

From the RA website: “The primary pur-
pose of the Reston Planning and Zoning
Committee is to provide a vehicle whereby
the community can ensure that the devel-
opment of Reston as a planned residential
community (PRC) follows the founding
principles. Its primary focus is the appro-
priate development of land use within the
legal constraints of the PRC Zoning Law,
county and state ordinances and laws.”

The redevelopment of the Tall Oaks Vil-
lage Center in Reston is proving to be quite
challenging. The developer has met with
Reston Association and the Fairfax Planning
Commission on a number of occasions. Cur-
rently the developer has over 90 percent of
the seven acre site planned for dense resi-
dential. The planned commercial space is a
little over 3,000 square feet. Not much big-
ger than a 7-11. The developer states that
future commercial space would fail, despite
the fact there are seven or eight businesses
still there, some more than 20 years. With
a parking lot that fills to about half capac-
ity on the weekend.

You can’t blame the developer. They spent
a lot of money to buy the property and

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

should make money from their investment.
You can blame the Reston Association and
Fairfax County for not taking an active role
in the redevelopment of the Tall Oaks Vil-
lage Center. Sure you can hear them say,
not my job, that is not what we are sup-
posed to do, etc. But if not them then who
should continue the vision held by Robert
Simon the founder of Reston? The devel-
oper?

The residents of the Tall Oaks area say
they want a small grocery store so they don’t
have to spend another 20 minutes getting
home (traffic lights) if they stop at the store.
Not going to happen. I heard that our
Reston Association Board Tall Oaks repre-
sentative said that it is still walkable from
Tall Oaks to the Lake Anne Village Center. I
wonder if she ever tried that walk a mile or
more when it’s 90 degrees outside or 30
degrees outside. It is a hike. Driving down
Wiehle Avenue or even North Shore Drive,
you will never see people walking on those
streets to go to a village center.

I am fairly certain, based on the latest
review by the Reston Association Design
Review Board where the term Village Cen-
ter mysteriously was dropped during the
discussion, and the term Cluster (residen-
tial housing) was used by DRB board mem-
bers and the developer, that the Tall Oaks
Village Center will die, and new residential
clustermay be born. I don’t want to mini-
mize the effort necessary to find a new defi-
nition for the term “Village Center” but that
is where city planning, the RA design re-
view board, and the county can step up and
actively participate in creating this new vi-
sion.

I ask this, who decided to kill the Tall Oaks
Village Center and turn it into a residential
cluster? Who will take the responsibility and
put in the hard work to be the champion of
Reston, and redefine what a Village Center
will be for the rest of the life of Reston?
Got me. Remember “actions speak louder
than words.”

Bill Woloch
Reston

BULLETIN BOARD

To have community events listed in the Connec-
tion, send to herndon@connectionnewspapers.com
by the Friday prior to the following week’s paper.

THURSDAY/JUNE 18

ESL for Advanced Students. 10 a.m. Reston
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Join Richard’s Thursday conversational language
group for adults, and learn English. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/rr/.

Sensory Friendly Story Time. 10:30 a.m.
Reston Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. This multi-sensory story time, geared
towards children with special needs, provides
plenty of time for interactive stories, songs,
music and social interaction. Ages birth-5 with
adult. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/
rr/.

Dialogs & Grammar: ESL for Advanced
Beginners and Intermediate Students.
11:45 a.m. Reston Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Join Judy’s Thursday
conversational language group for adults, and
learn English. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
your profile and geared towards the job that you
want and the language a recruiter is seeking.
http://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-career-path-
partners-8061588850

Facing a Big Decision About
Housing or Finances?

A HUD-approved housing counseling agency can help you
make wise decisions, and avoid an expensive mistake!

Housing counselor services are often free, and they can help you:

Decide if it's smarter to rent or buy a home — and what you can afford.
Avoid foreclosure if you're behind on your mortgage payments.

Prevent homelessness if you're at risk of losing your home.

Understand and determine if a reverse mortgage is right for you.
Recognize and avoid scam artists.

Get your finances under control with a budget plan.

Manage your credit.

( Learn more and find a housing counselor:
vhda.com/HousingCounselors

A message from the
Virginia Housing Development Authority

... .

VHDA.

Congratulations!

Nysmith Students and Teachers
For Being Named One Of The

TOP TEN SCHOOLS
IN THE WORLD

By Johns Hopkins Center
For Talented Youth

Small Classes 1:9 Ratio N-‘ﬂ'm o h

Vi

Up to four grade levels in a loving environment to R G IFTED
Meet the needs of each child. Daily science, computers,
Foreign language, logic and much more. Minimal repetition,
Minimal homework. Come see how Nysmith will prepare
Your child for the future while having fun.

The award-winning Nysmith School diversifies academics

Tours Daily
Herndon, Virginia
Transportation Available

703-552-2912

s us o B G0 nysmith.com
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OPINION
Odds for Greater Police Accountability

By JOHN LovaAs
RESTON IMPACT PRODUCER/HOST

ome in Reston say I have a tendency to

be a prophet of gloom and doom, rarely

projecting a positive outlook. But, today

I see light—in the Ad Hoc Commission to Re-
view Police Practices (AHC) of all places.

When Chairman Sharon Bulova created the

Commission after the latest killing by Fairfax

County Police and 18 months of absolute stone-

walling by the Police and Supervisors, I was

suspicious. Public outrage forced action, but

Police leaders, the County Executive, and most

Supervisors opposed real re-

INDEPENDENT form. The 38-member Com-

mission—with strong media

PROGRESSIVE reps, mental health special-

ists, and citizens such as me lacks diversity and

is loaded with police (12) and allies.

Yet, after three months, the odds for reform
outcomes look better. One important reason is
that many officers seem to realize that “times
have changed and we have to change,” to para-
phrase a senior Police Information Officer. In
fact, the AHC Communications subcommittee
appears poised to strike blows for greater trans-
parency, e.g., prompt naming of officers who
kill civilians. Communications are vital, but it
is only one of five subcommittees generating
recommendations for full AHC blessing before

going to the Board of
Supervisors for final
action.

The other 4 sub-
committees are: 1)
Use of Force—train-
ing and rules for use;
2) Independent Over-
sight and Investiga-
tions—that is, citizen
oversight; 3) Crisis
Intervention/ Mental
Health Training— a high proportion of police
interactions involve people with mental health
issues; and, 4) Recruitment of Police. I am a
member of the Independent Oversight subcom-
mittee and have observed all subcommittees
except Recruitment. Their meetings have fea-
tured animated and, mostly, productive discus-
sions with each having its own dynamic.

In the Communications meeting, for
example, police Public Information Officers
outlined proposed changes to provide more,
and more timely, information to the public. But,
they had to convince tough, skeptical local
media reps on the AHC who have had enough
“no comment” and stonewalling from the
FCPD. Discussion moved to specifics. I.e., what
information would the Police actually reveal?
And, the PIOs were responsive. One could
sense a growing level of trust. Both sides
agreed to recommend changes such as reveal-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

What Can We Learn
From Europeans?

To the Editor:

When people hear the word sustainability,
they often shy away from it. To some, it is about
creating resilient infrastructure and systems
that will last for many future generations. To
others, it is about protecting and preserving
parts of our earth, for either human enjoyment
or the sake of the earth itself. Sustainability is
about equity, economy and the environment.
When Robert E. Simon decided to build a city,
he envisioned one in which work and play
could take place within the same shared space,
that people would find a sense of place, and
one in which nature was present and sprawl
was hindered. His vision was one of innova-
tion, and has been replicated throughout the
United States since its establishment. 51 years
after its creation, Reston, including Lake Anne
Plaza and the surrounding areas, still displays
and attempts to uphold these innovative ideas.

I've spent many weeks in Europe this sum-
mer learning about sustainable practices. What
do the Europeans do that we could learn from?
Often these practices are performed strictly out
of convenience and efficiency, and the envi-
ronmentally friendly aspect is just an added
bonus. These practices include integrated pub-
lic transit systems, low energy infrastructure,
community housing, slow food, and maintain-
ing a high quality of life. During my time, I
often think of Lake Anne, whichembodies most
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of these themes. But there is one aspect Euro-
peans exhibit that Reston could learn from: a
slower pace of life and enjoying the environ-
ment around them. This could mean nature or
it could mean the built environment. Europe-
ans, especially in parts of Germany and Swit-
zerland that are leaders in sustainable envi-
ronmental practices, are relaxed and confident.
They are on time, they are brilliant, and they
enjoy life.

I noticed that when I ordered a coffee or tea
in a café, it was never put in a to-go cup. My
check was never brought to me, I had to ask
for it. And when I did pay, I was never shuffled
out the door, but invited to stay longer. During
lunch time, business owners and workers took
a two hour lunch break and were often seen
lounging around grassy areas or swimming in
the lake, especially in Zurich. Statues and
monuments were not only structures of awe
and amazement but also places to sit and eat
lunch or talk with friends. In the evenings,
people wandered from shop to shop holding
beer and wine and enjoying the history and
culture around them, not concerned with an
open container law or driving 15 minutes home
after a few drinks with friends. When I walked
the streets, people looked me in the eye, and
often stared. When I felt uncomfortable, I re-
alized they were just taking the time to notice
the people around them.

I gradually felt myself slowing down, walk-
ing with a lighter, less deliberate step. I
watched people and studied store windows and
enjoyed my coffee that was not in a plastic to
go cup. I put my phone away atdinner and

ing police shooters’ names within 24-48 hours
(vs. months and longer) and more detailed in-
cident reporting.

The Use of Force group struggled, but began
to work through differences. Some veteran
officers denied differences existed between
police academy trainers and officers “in the
field”. One even said he had never seen a single
difference in twenty-some years. He was con-
tradicted by colleagues who acknowledged
problems. These were open disagreements,
followed by discussion of possible improve-
ment. The men and women in blue were not
the monolith I had assumed.

The Mental Health subcommittee, with
strong civilian advocates, is moving forward
as FCPD commits to crisis intervention train-
ing for all officers and the county explores 24-
hour mental health service alternatives to in-
carceration in the Fairfax jail.

The recent taser killing of a troubled woman
by sheriff’s deputies served as a reminder of
the urgency for action. Police acknowledged a
lack of preparation and resources to manage
confrontations with mentally disturbed citi-
zens. A positive beginning. Unfortunately, the
Independent Oversight subcommittee cannot
yet find common ground despite the fact that
the Commission’s central goal is to restore
police accountability to civilian authority and
the public. Leadership must step up. Overall,
the odds for reform are looking pretty good.

tasted each bite. Especially in Northern Vir-
ginia, we oftenfeel rushed, ready and waiting
for the next activity, the next new car, the next
fresh coat of paint on the house, the next cup
of coffee, the next new restaurant, and it is
exhausting. Part of fulfilling the brilliant vision
that Simon set out to achieve so long ago is
taking the time to slow down, notice and en-
joy the fact that his vision became a reality.
Part of being a more sustainable Reston means
appreciating the present.

The city of Reston was modeled after planned
communities in Europe. It already captures the
essence of a picturesque European town settled
on the water. The live music, outdoor seating
and farmers market at Lake Anne all contrib-
ute towards a sense of place and community.
But Reston also suffers at the hands of its sur-
roundings: the D.C. metro area. The “pace of
life” as I like to call it is essential in maintain-
ing a high quality of life. Appreciating local
food and architecture, walking and biking,
chewing slowly, engaging in conversation, be-
ing an advocate for the community, and put-
ting the phone away all contribute towards a
more sustainable Reston, and are absolutely
necessary. I encourage these actions in the day-
to-day and the rest will follow.

Cat Humphries
Herndon
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This year’s recipients of the Reston Hospital Center
Medical Staff Scholarships.

Reston Hospital Center Awards
S15,500 in Scholarships to Students

eston Hospital Center
awarded scholarships to
17 Fairfax and Loudoun

County High School seniors in rec-
ognition of their academic excel-
lence and excitement for pursuing
a career in healthcare.

At an award ceremony at Reston
Hospital Center on Thursday, June
4, John Deardorff, president and
CEO of Reston Hospital Center
said, “The exceptional students
that are here with us today are
looking forward to furthering their
interest and education in the field
of healthcare, and we are de-
lighted to support them through
our scholarship fund.”

Each year the medical staff at
Reston Hospital Center offers
$15,500 in scholarships to local
high schools. For the past 15 years,
Reston Hospital Center has
awarded more than $250,000 in
academic scholarships to students
in Northern Virginia.

The recipients of the Reston
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Hospital Center Medical Staff
Scholarships are: Madihah Alam —
Potomac Falls High School; Nicole
Batt — Briar Woods High School;
Courtney Brown — Westfield High
School; Morgan Carson — Chantilly
High School; Natalia Chavez
Choque — McLean High School;
Kiranpreet Kaur — Broad Run High
School; Mucahit Kaya — Park View
High School; Madison Lintner —
South Lakes High School; Melissa
Liu — Dominion High School; An-
thony Lupinacci — James Madison
High School; Lydia Monanino —
Oakton High School; Emily
Schmid - Potomac Falls High
School; Sahib Sohal - Langley
High School; Emily Stanley -
Herndon High School; Yasaman
Vahdat - Centreville High School,
Lyric Venable — South Lakes High
School; Yasleen Villegas -
Herndon High School

For more information about
Reston Hospital Center visit
restonhospital.com.

SATURDAY/JUNE 20

One-To-One Technology Help. 11
a.m. Reston Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Stop in and get
help with smartphones and tablets.

mmum

For a free digital subscription to
one or all of the 15 Connection
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www.connectionnewspapers.com/
subscribe

Be the first to know — get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the print
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delivered weekly to your

e-mail box.
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Brlck Colonial in 0ak Hill $1,215, 000
Elegant, Light-filled

3 Levels/5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths,
Mint condition, ~6,000 finished
& sq ft, on one stunning acre.
Dramatic two-story foyer/entry
and family room, light-filled
= gourmet kitchen, sun room, and
library. Grand MBR suite and

. ' ~__ large BRs. Lower level with bed,
recreanon 2nd famlly, and exermse rooms, plus ample storage. Move-in ready.
12850 Parapet Way. Oak Hill, Virginia 20170 FX8660859

Virgil A. Frizzell, PH.D., MBA
Serving Northern Virginia
703-585-1821
i I 1700 Bracknell Dr., Reston, VA 20194
virgil.frizzell@longandfoster.com
ServingNorthernVirginia.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

TWO POOR TEACHERS  Seectyor
K|tchen and Bathroom Remodellng our Mobile

| Showroom
| and Design
Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Est. 1999

GE APPLIANCES

BUY MORE
GET MORE BACK

41000

Rebate

on qualifying GE appliances

Vi mnil-in of oaling rebife. Sor obale frm for delniile

AMERICAN MADE

SUMMER
Junz 34- WE, July 15

Sterling
21800 Town Center Plaza
Sterling, VA 20164

Leesburg
1051 Edwards Ferry Road
Leesburg, VA 20176

APPLIANCE
www.sterlingappliance.com

703-450-5453 703-771-4688
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A variety of summer camp activities are offered at the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater

Washington, Culmore Character Club in Fairfax County. 3D printing will be a new activity

this summer.

YouthQuest Runs ThinkLink

Experts say 3D
printing can open
a world of imagi-
nation and critical
thinking.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE CONNECTION

donis Gonzales had always
wanted to become a mas-
ter electrician, but when he

was asked to leave high school at
16 because of a poor attendance
record, his prospects looked bleak.
He enrolled in Freestate ChallNGe
Academy, a tuition-free program
that offers 16- to 18-year-old high
school dropouts an opportunity to
earn a GED and learn a trade. A
3D printing technology class that
Gonzales took through the pro-
gram proved to be eye-opening.
“When I first went into the
class, I saw the computers and
printer and thought that it was
going to be too hard,” said
Gonzales. “But then the in-
structor said that if we could
imagine something, then we
can could create it. The first
thing I made was a heart with
my daughter’s name on it.”
The class was part of an initiative
called 3D ThinkLink, a program
designed to teach critical thinking
and problem solving skills through
3D design and printing. The class
was run by YouthQuest, a
Chantilly-based nonprofit that pro-
vides at-risk youth with educa-
tional scholarships to pursue their
college or vocational aspirations.
Linda Mann, Ph.D., one of the

organization’s founders, believes
young children can benefit from
ThinkLink because the lessons and
life skills learned extend beyond
technology. The class will be of-
fered as part of a camp this sum-
mer at the Boys and Girls Clubs of
Greater Washington, Culmore
Character Club in Fairfax County.
“I discovered that we could use 3D
printing to teach critical thinking
and problem solving to the kids we
served,” said Mann. “Many of the
kids hadn’t learned to think criti-
cally or to problem solve. They'd
learned that failure was a way of
life, but with 3D printing, they
learn that failure isn’t the end, it’s
the beginning.”

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB staff-
ers agree, saying ThinkLink will
inspire students.

“It will be an excellent opportu-
nity for the youth here, who some-
times are in difficult living situa-
tions, to see that if they work hard

“With 3D printing, they
learn that failure isn’t the

end, it’s the beginning.”
— Linda Mann, Ph.D, YouthQuest

and put in effort, they can have a
bright future,” said Chris Roberts,
science, technology, education and
math (STEM) regional director of
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington. “I think the students
will be excited. It will be inspira-
tional and have activities that will
lead them to think more about
what they can do in their future
and what the future will bring.”
“It will reinforce their existing
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Details

To learn about the Culmore Boys &
Girls Club summer camps, visit
www.bgcgw.org/culmore.

Give

The group hopes to raise $8,000 to
publish an introductory 3D design and
printing curriculum for students of all
ages. The campaign will end on July 1 at
noon. To donate, visit
www.youthquestfoundation.org.

STEM skills, but we hope it will
boost their self-confidence,” said
Wonhee Kang, D.Min., senior direc-
tor, Fairfax County Region, Boys
and Girls Clubs of Greater Wash-
ington. “They can imagine some-
thing and then see their idea turn
into reality. That will really give
their self-confidence a boost.”
Gonzales said troubleshooting was
an unexpected skill he acquired
during the class. “They showed us
that you can create anything that
comes to your mind,” he said. “If
one of us had a problem, then
we brainstormed as a group
on how to do it differently.”
Learning to solve problems
like that, work through diffi-
culties and simply dream, are
basic but foreign concepts to
many disadvantaged children.
Mann hopes that changes this
summer.
“It is important for them to see
that they can make a difference in
the real world,” said Mann.
“They could be brilliant scientists
or teachers or whatever they want
to be,” she said. “For people who
have succeeded, it’s important to
give back. That’s what keeps our
community. It’s important to make
a difference with the skills and tal-
ents that we have.”
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Ideas for Summer Learning

Experts offer
suggestions for
avoiding summer
brain drain.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE CONNECTION

hile summer is op-

portunity for fun, it

can also be a

breeding ground
for stagnation. In fact, the National
Q Summer Learning Association re-
= ports children can experience
“ learning loss when they are not
engaged in educa-
tional activities while
on school break.
From summer read-
ing programs at local
libraries to nature
walks in the woods,
local educators offer
ideas for combining enriching ex-
periences and warm weather fun.
“Most local libraries have a read-
ing program that offers kids incen-
tives for reading books during the
summer,” said Peggy Woodstock, a
Bethesda, Md., based reading spe-
cialist. “They add an element of
competition which can offer a
boost to many kids.”
Think of the natural world as an
interactive classroom as well. “Hik-
ing and camping are great ways to

w

g

Lake Anne Elementary Earns Eco-Schools Honor

get kids excited about science and
nature,” said Amy Adams, director,
Aspiring Scientists Summer Intern-
ship Program at George Mason
University in Fairfax. “There are
some local parks that have nature
programs and guided walks.”
Adams recommends Eleanor
Lawrence Park in Chantilly and
Great Falls Park in McLean. “Allow
children to explore, but it’s always
nice to give guidance as well,” said
Adams. “For example, ‘Let’s go on
this hike and look for evidence that
an animal was present,” and then
kids get involved trying determine
which animal it was.”

Trading video games for blue

“Allow children to explore, but it’s

always nice to give guidance as well.”
— Amy Adams, George Mason University

foam blocks at the National Build-
ing Museum’s “Work, Play, Build”
exhibit is another option. It’s a
hands-on, interactive space that
offers children an opportunity to
see the work of architects and en-
gineers.

The National Zoo and the Natu-
ral History Museum in Washington,
D.C., the National Aquarium in
Baltimore, Maryland and the Air
and Space Museum’s Steven E
Udvar-Hazy Center in Chantilly are
also good choices for children. In

addition, the Potomac Overlook
Nature Center in Arlington is “great
for teaching kids about birds,
turtles and birds of prey,” said
Adams. “Farms or petting zoos are
also great for teaching kids about
animals and nature.
“4-H programs at local fairs would
be another great way to learn
about nature and animals,” Adams
continued. “Parents can look online
for at-home science experiments
for kids,” on sites like http://
www.curiosityzone.com/Experi-
ments.

There is plenty of inspiration to
be had at home as well, says Gail
Multop, who teaches early child-
hood development
at Northern Vir-
ginia Community
College. “You can
build things at
home with your
kids,” she said. “Ex-
periments with wa-
ter are great. Use funnels and buck-
ets of water and experiment with
how water flows.” Multop shares
ideas for learning on her blog, “The
Arts and Early Childhood Educa-
tion.”

For building projects at home,
“parents should save cardboard,
paper towel rolls, shoeboxes, etc.
and provide duct tape and paints.
Kids can build castles [and] space
ships,” she added.
For more inspiration, Multop rec-
ommends a blog by Alexandria-
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Activities such as building “driveways” in the sand can
encourage learning at home during summer months.

based educator Peggy Ashbrook:
http://families.naeyc.org/blog/
124.

“She has lots of activities on it
that encourage learning about sci-

ence in a fun way,” said Multop.
“What’s really important for kids
is to inquire and for parents not to
give them the answer, but help
them find the answers.”

Lake Anne Elementary School was recognized by National Wildlife Federation’s Eco-Schools USA program for exceptional achievement in "green-
ing" physical structure and grounds, conserving natural resources and integrating environmental education into curricula. It is one of five
schools so honored in the county to win the Green Flag, Eco-Schools USA’s highest honor. To win the Green Flag, Lake Anne’s students, parents
and staff tackled a host of sustainability initiatives that began with forming an Eco-Action team; auditing facility energy efficiency, waste dis-
posal and other environmental impact areas; and instituting environmental-themed curricula. These steps led to a rainwater barrel, monthly
Walk and Roll to Schools, recycling paper, recycling juice boxes in the cafeteria, and many other projects, all designed to raise environmental
and natural awareness, cut waste, increase student engagement and save money for the school.
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Dermatology & Allergy

SPECIALISTS OF VIRGINIA

Kathryn J. Sowerwine, MD

Dr. Kathryn J. Sowerwine is a board
cerfified Allergist and Immunologist
with a special interest in dermatological
diseases linked fo allergy. She completed
a residency in Internal Medicine at
Georgetown University Hospital and her
clinical and research fellowship in allergy
and immunology at the National Institutes
of Health in Bethesda, MD.

Dr. Sowerwine has specialized fraining and experience
to find out what causes your allergies, prevent and
freat symptoms, and help keep them under control.

Allergy Patch Testing « Asthma « Hives < Allergy Eczema
Food & Environmental Allergy Testing © Sinusitis
Insect Venom Allergy Testing * Immunotherapy « Allergic Rhinitis

Accepting New Patients

1800 Town Center Dr., Ste. 415 1715 N. George Mason Dr., Ste. 105
Resfon, VA 20190 Arlington, VA 22205

Phone 703-709-1492 « Fax 703-709-5111

www.dermspecialistsva.com
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On June 13-14 Reston Lake Anne Plaza hosted its 2"¢
annual Lake Anne Chalk on the Water Festival. There
were three categories to participate in, each with cash
and other prizes awarded. More than 100 chalk artists
participated in this event.
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Cindy Vasco won first place for her work at the Reston
Photo Society’s photo exhibit at the Jo Ann Rose Gal-
lery. The exhibit is on display until June 29.

Art Stays Active In Reston

Creative works
at Reston Lake
Anne.

By RyaN DuUNN
THE CONNECTION

his past weekend

Reston Lake Anne

Plaza hosted its sec-
ond annual Lake Anne Chalk on
the Water Festival. There were
three categories for persons to
participate in, each with cash
and other prizes awarded.
More than 100 chalk artists par-
ticipated in this event. Partici-
pants had two days to complete
their work. Despite heat and
humidity, people of many ages
took the opportunity to draw
chalk art. “The hardest part was
keeping my sweat from drip-
ping on it while I was drawing,”
said artist Ioannis
Hadjikyriakou.

Lake Anne collaborated with
Initiative for Public Art-Reston
(IPAR) to bring this public art
themed event to the plaza. IPAR
imagines public art throughout
Reston that inspires the com-
munity and engages the mind
and senses. Funds raised from
the festival were donated to
IPAR. Participants could pur-
chase a “plot” of brick space on
the plaza and create whatever
flowed from their imagination.
Approximately 100 spaces/
plots were available for this
event. Reston Town Center will
host a ChalkFest on Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 11-12.

Sunday, June 14 was also the
first date of the return of the
Summer Film Festival, a free
outdoor cinema festival which
begins at sundown near the
Lake Anne Plaza. The schedule
for July 12 is Spielberg’s “E.T.”,

Lake Ann

www.chalkonthewater.com

Aug. 9 the musical “West Side
Story,” and Aug. 30 the documen-
tary film Jazz on a Summer’s Day.
The shows begin at dusk, close to
8:30 p.m.

The Reston Community Center
at Lake Anne is hosting an art dis-
play by the Reston Photographic
Society. The exhibit, PhotoArt, is
at the Jo Ann Rose Gallery and
continues until June 29. The
Reston Photographic Society
(RPS) is open to all League of
Reston Artists (LRA) interested in
photography, and meets on the
first Mondays of each month, Sep-
tember through May.

Also located at Lake Anne is the
Reston Art Gallery & Studios, a
privately owned small cooperative
gallery and studio. Open on the
weekends, appointments to see
the gallery can be made for week-
days. The Reston Art Gallery &
Studios houses 11 artists who have

S=-
person Maurisa Potts was on Good Morn-
ing Washington to talk about the Chalk
on the Water Festival. She created a little
chalk memento for the anchors.

Artists of all ages participated in the
second annual Lake Anne Chalk on the

Water Festival at Reston Lake Anne Plaza.

their own workspace in the gallery,
and it’s possible to watch them
working and creating through the
windows. Reston Art Gallery &
Studios exhibits works of art year-
round, in both the main gallery
and in side workrooms.

Argentinean-born Claudia
Samper holds a degree in archi-
tecture from the University of
Buenos Aires. After moving to the
United States, Claudia studied
graphic design, photography, ce-
ramics and painting. She describes
herself as an “empathetic” person
and looks to relationships and “the
psychology of life itself” for artis-
tic inspiration.

Claudia has exhibited around
the country, and her paintings are
part of collections in Argentina
and Spain. Currently, Claudia has
a solo show at the Reston Art Gal-
lery titled “Interplay,” which fea-
tures pieces that explore the world

of opposites and dreams, a re-
arrangement of different visual
or intuitive elements. This show
lasts from June 4 to July 2.

Reston South Lakes High
School art students are work-
ing on a follow-up to last year’s
popular multicolored pyramid
at the Lake Thoreau spillway.
This year, South Lakes students
are designing an iridescent
double-helix sculpture. The
group’s project was approved
by the Reston Association De-
sign Review Board. The project
should be installed in June.
Members of the STEAM Team
include Margaret Lashley, Josh
Rodriguez, Kathleen Roherty,
Tehmeena Salahin, Lucy
Nguyen, Carson Bush, Victoria
Slaski, Leah Moyer, Samantha
Malzahn, Cale Sherman,
Johnathan Doctor, Ryan Mo-
naco and Ben Paul.
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Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com. The
deadline is the Friday prior to the follow-
ing week’s paper. Photos/artwork
encouraged.

ONGOING

THROUGH SUNDAY/JUNE 28

PhotoArt Exhibit. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
Monday - Friday. JoAnne Rose
Gallery, Reston Community Center at
Lake Anne, 1609 Washington Plaza,
Reston. The Reston Photographic
Society, a special-interest group of
the League of Reston Artists,
showcases photography from
members and nonmembers in the
annual PhotoArt exhibit.
www.leagueofrestonartists.org

THROUGH SATURDAY/SEPT. 5

Reston Concerts on the Town.
7:30-10 p.m. Reston Town Center.
Bring lawn chairs or picnic blankets
and enjoy live music in the Pavilion
Saturday nights. Free. Rain or shine.
703-912-4062.
Www.restontowncenter.com,/concerts

THURSDAY/JUNE 18

Owl Prowl. 7 - 8:30 p.m. Walker
Nature Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. All ages. Meet a wildlife
rehabilitator from the Raptor
Conservancy to view live owls native
to Virginia. Afterwards prowl trails
along The Glade Stream Valley in
search of resident owls. Reservations
required by June 15. Fee: $7/person
RA members - $9/person Non-
members. naturecenter@reston.org.
703-476-9689 and press 5.

THURSDAY/JUNE 18-SEPT. 3

Take a Break Concert Series. 7-9
p-m. Reston Community Center,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Listen
to some great music live.

FRIDAY/JUNE 19

School’s Out for Summer Pool
Party. 4-7 p.m. Golf Course Island
Pool, 11301 Links Drive, Reston.
Come to the Hawaiian-themed pool
party to celebrate the end of school.
There will be a DJ and a cookout to
include hamburgers, hotdogs, drinks
and dessert. Be sure to wear your
Hawaiian print shirts and swim suits.

FRIDAY/JUNE 19-SATURDAY/SEPT. 5

Summer Reading Program. 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Reston Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Come
to the library all summer for books
and events. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/rr/.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 19-21

Taste of Reston. Friday: 3-11 p.m.;
Saturday: noon-11 p.m. Sunday: 10
a.m. - 8 p.m. Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. Carnival
games and rides with a family fun
zone. Visit www.restontaste.com for
more.

SATURDAY/JUNE 20

Family Fun Entertainment Series:
Pinot & Augustine Show. 10 a.m.
- 10:45 a.m. Reston Town Square
Park. Performed by the incomparable
Mark Jaster and Sabrina Mandell.
Fun, knock-about comedy and classic
physical mime antics. Augustine is
the star. Pinot is trying to steal the
show. Hilarity ensues as these two
mute fools try to prove who is who
with gentle humor and playful
interaction. Free.
restoncommunitycenter.com.

Fishing with Fathers. 10:30 a.m. -
Noon. Walker Nature Center, 11450
Glade Drive, Reston. All ages. Take
Dad fishing to celebrate Father’s Day.
Join us at Lake Audubon to learn fish
facts, fishing basics and practice
casting. We'll provide rods and bait.

See CALENDAR, PAGE 1]
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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From Pace 10

Those 16 and older wishing to fish will
need a fishing license available
online at www.dgif.state.va.us. Fee:
$7/person RA members, $9/person
Non-members.
naturecenter@reston.org. 703-476-
9689.

Rocknoceros. 2:30 p.m. Reston
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Coach Cotton,
Williebob and Boogie Woogie Bennie
play award-winning music for the
whole family. Please sign up each
child and adult separately. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/rr/.

SUNDAY/JUNE 21

T-Ball II. 10 a.m. Lake Fairfax, 1400
Lake Fairfax Drive, Reston. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
lakefairfax/.

MONDAY/JUNE 22

The Wonderful World of Bats. 7
p.m. Reston Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Learn about
bats and make a bat T-shirt. Bring a
white or light colored T-shirt or buy
shirt for $4. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/rr/.

Terrific Twos. 11 a.m. Herndon
Library, 768 Center Street, Herndon.
Jump and jive through story time
with rhythmic books, songs and
movement activities. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/he/.

TUESDAY/JUNE 23

The Folk Club of Reston-Herndon
Concert. 7:15 p.m. Amphora Diner
Deluxe, 1151 Elden Street, Herndon.
National touring artists Pat Wictor,
Joe Jencks and Greg Greenway will
perform as Brother Sun at The Folk

Club of Reston-Herndon. Fusing folk,

Americana, blues and pop, as well as
a cappella singing, Brother Sun is an
explosion of musical diversity.
Tickets: DAHurdSr@cs.com or at the
door $13 members, $14 non-
members.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 24

Meet Me at the Movies - Senior
Movie Day at Bow Tie Cinemas.

10 a.m. Reston Association presents a

feature film. Refreshments and door

“Inter-Play” is a show of a new series of oil and acrylic
paintings by Claudia Samper on exhibit from June 5 until
July 2 at Reston Art Gallery & Studios, 11400 Washington
Plaza.

Family Drive In Movie. 8:30 p.m. in the Lake Anne Village Center.

Lake Audobon Pool, 2070 Twin
Branches Road, Reston. A free
poolside movie. Popcorn and drinks
will be provided, but don’t forget
your favorite float. Movie titles will
be advertised at the event location.

All Join In. 10:30 a.m. Reston Library,

11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Stop in for story time with
stories and songs for children ages 2-
5. http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/rr/.

Downfall: The Empire’s Last

Stand. 7-9 p.m. Reston Community
Center, 1609 Washington Plaza
North, Reston. A slide-oriented
journey presented by historian Jim
Lewis, commemorating the 70%
Anniversary of the end of WWIIL.
Stories and anecdotes from the
audience will be welcome. Admission
is free. 703-709-7700.
restonmuseum@gmail.com.
WWWw.restonmuseum.org.

Adults and children 10+ years.
Explore Lake Anne from a different
perspective. Paddling is a leisurely
and enjoyable way of getting up close
to waterfowl, fish and turtles that
seem far away from shore. Learn
about lake ecology and what you can
do to help the lake and its aquatic
wildlife. Reservations required by
June 23. Fee: $6/person RA
members, $8/person Non-members.
naturecenter@reston.org. 703-476-
9689.

SATURDAY/JUNE 27
Family Fun Entertainment Series:

Mr. Skip. 10 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Reston Town Square Park. Come
move and groove with Mr. Skip.
Wear your Hawaiian shirt and be
ready for hot tunes for cool kids. Mr.
Skip will get kids of all ages “dancing
around as if they had ants in their
pants.” Free.

“EXQUISITE THAI CUISINE”

%% % ...Condé Nast Traveler

“50 Best” ...Washington Post

“...Would be equally hip in Paris, Bangkok or Soho.”
The New York Times, March 1998

Photo by Kenneth M. Wyner

Celebrate Sunday, June 21+
Father’s Day
Open All Day 11:00 am until 10:00 pm

www.busara.com

Open Daily: Monday — Sunday
11964 Market Street (Reston Town Center) Reston e 703-435-4188
8142 Watson Street (Tysons) McLean e 703-356-2288

~ FREE Delivery Available ~
Please call for details for each location.

!
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CoMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH ° Reston

restoncommunitycenter.com.
Introduction to Wildlife
Photography. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite |

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
Sunday School: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

prizes are provided prior to the
movie. Free to those 55 years old and

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 26-JULY 5
World Police & Fire Games

older. Doors open 9:15 am.
Information: Ashleigh@reston.org,
703.435.6530, or www.reston.org.

Busia Bear’s Third Annual Music
Festival. 7 p.m. Reston Library,
11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Stop in and engage in story
time with music and Busia Bear
singing and dancing. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/rr/.

THURSDAY/JUNE 25

Athletes’ Village. Thousands of
athletes from 70 countries will
converge in Fairfax County for 10
days of competitions. Entertainment
and activities will be hosted by
Reston Town Center during the
games. Fairfax2015.com.

FRIDAY/JUNE 26
Explore Lake Anne by Canoe/

Kayak. 6:30 - 8 p.m. Lake Anne
Public Boat Docks - Washington Plaza

Walker Nature Center, 11450 Glade
Drive, Reston. Adults. Join local
photographer John Eppler to learn
how to photograph wildlife in your
backyard. Be sure to bring your
camera. Reservations required by
June 24. Fee: $10 RA members, $15
Non-members.
naturecenter@reston.org. 703-476-
9689 and press 5.

Victim Assistance Coordinators

For Sexually Abused Minors

703-841-2530 - 703-841-2537

The Diocese of Arlington provides comprehensive assistance to anyone who as a minor

was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, teacher, employee or representative of the
diocese. Parents, guardians, children and survivors of sexual abuse are invited and
encouraged fo contact the diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinators, experienced social
workers, who will provide a confidential consultation.
THE DIOCESE OF ARLINGTON IS COMMITTED TO ASSISTING
VICTIMS/SURVIVORS THROUGHOUT THE HEALING PROCESS.
For further information, see www.arlingtondiocese.org

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6

Music 4 years to '2nd grade TO Highlight
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service your Faith
Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service C .t
The Rev. James Papile, Rector ommuni y’

The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

Call Karen at
703-917-6468 é

W
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Local Nursery Closing After 42 Years ~ Going Out of Business Sale

Kwanzan Cherries 7-9' 40% OFF | All Japanese
Sky Rocket Junipers 7-8'50% OFF|  Maples
Deodora Cedars 10-15' 50% OFF | 40% OFF

Blooming Tropicals | Giftware | 50% OFF Perennials
25% OFF 2014 & Prior

50-60% OFF|ENTIRE Stock Garden|Bricks & Stones
40% OFF Select Trees| Chemicals ON SALE | 50% OFF

Mulch $3.49 (3 cu. ft bags
= N>

3 9023 Arlington Bivd.,
on Fairfax, Virginia

g 2 miles west of 1-495 on Rt. 50.

| \/©2 1 mile from 1-66 (Vienna Metro)

~ 703-573-5025

Open 7 days a week
I1imp- See our Website for more sales: www.cravensnursery.com

Trees and
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FATHER'S DAY PHOTO GALLERY

Thomas 11, Megan 15, Joseph 5, Kelly 18, and Mike
Carney spending the day at Epcot waiting for the New
Year’s Eve fireworks.

o & - i
* =5y ey

&

4 / Melanie and Kristina Blackman with their
Nationals baseball game with Lauren, 9, dad, Marc - residents of Herndon, visiting
and Dad, of Reston. town of Bluemount.

- | i = |
Loren Sadlack of Herndon, with his daughters, Sadie and
Cora, enjoying some custard at Viva Vienna.

ril

Alex and Ray Capece, of Reston, attending Mike Calsetta, of Oak Hill, with his two
a Washington Nationals game. boys, Justin and Zach.

Flynn
Rairdon, of
Reston, with
his dad,
Stephen, on
~ the way to a
B HOYB base-

David Erickson of Eagan, Minn., spending an afternoon
ice skating with his granddaughter, Sadie Sadlack of

f Herndon.
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Lake Audubon’s Danielle Elliott (bottom) and Newbridge’s Clara
Sgambati race in the girls 9-10 50-meter Backstroke.

Reston Swimmers T opple Records

f the pace set at Reston Swim Team
Association’s (RSTA) early season
meets is any indication, Reston is in
for a fast summer swim season.

In only the second week of meets, swim-
mers have already set 20 records, includ-
ing one league record and 10 team records
last Saturday. Josh Zhang of Ridge Heights
led the way, setting a new league record in
the men’s 13-14 50-meter breaststroke with
a time of 33.07, besting a record from 1981.

Team records set on Saturday include:
Darius Truong of Lake Anne bested his own
team record set last week in the 11-12 50-
meter freestyle with a new time of 28.87.

Sophia Landeryou of Glade Gators set a
new team record in the 11-12 50-meter
backstroke, beating a record set in 2001,
with a time of 33.17.

Joseph Sciortino of North Hills broke his
own 11-12 50-meter freestyle record from
June 6, 2015 with a time of 29.45. He also
replaced the team record in the 11-12 50-
meter backstroke from 2004 with a time of
35.35.

Ryan Grimes of North Hills broke the
men’s 13-14 50-meter freestyle record from
2004 with a time of 26.35.

Josh Zhang of Ridge Heights broke his
own record from last week in the men’s 13-
14 50-meter breaststroke with a time of
33.07. He also smashed the men’s 13-14 50-
meter freestyle record of 27.03 set by Alan
Webb in 1997 with a time of 26.33.

Newbridge’s 15-18 200-meter medley re-
lay men’s relay team of Ryan Ha, Eric
Compton, Leonardo Briceno, and Patrick
O’Malley set a new team record with a time
of 2:02.98.

Glade 15-18 200-meter medley relay
women’s team of Madeline LaPorte, Meghan
Benedetto, Emily Landeryou, and Lainie
Davison broke a record set in 2002, with a
time of 2:20.23.

The North Hills men’s 13-14 200-meter
medley relay team of Ryan Hill, Ryan
Luczak, Abhishek Bazaz, and Ryan Grimes
broke their own team record from June 6,

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Swimmers take
off in the Boys 9- =
10 50 Meter
Freestyle event.
From top:
Joaquin Vita
(Glade), Roane

Smith _--..--..

(Autumnwood),
Karan Murari
(Glade), Thomas
Smith (Glade),
Andrew Bowen
(Glade), John
Clark (Glade).

=

2015 by more than three seconds with a
new time of 2:14.29.

Autumnwood
Piranhas 551,
Glade Gators 465

REsTON CONNECTION SPORTS EDITOR JON ROETMAN
703-752-4031 OR JROETMAN@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Robby Cordts (bottom, Lake Audubon) and Andy Carro (Newbridge)
lead off the boys 15-18 200-meter Medley Relay.

)
B B

T

For Glade, triple-event winners were
Natalie Bardach, Clara Landeryou, Sophia
Landeryou, and Madeline LaPorte.

Double-event winners were David Clark,

Lainie Davison, Tiffany Ji, Griffith
Knowlton, Karan Murari, and Zachary
Wiemer.

For Autumnwood, triple-event winners
were Liam Willson, Andrey Smiryagin,

REsTON CONNECTION < JUNE 17-23, 2015
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Vikrant Mahajan and Emily Hur. Double-
event winners were Donovan Willson, An-
drew Rawlins, Evan Melnick, Luke
McDermott, Anne Kennedy, Will Daly, Anna
Byrd, Nolan Brown, Natalie Bardach.

Hunters Woods Blue
Marlins 580, Lake
Anne Stingrays 520

For Hunters Woods, triple-event winners
were Nolan Dunkel, Ashley Nobles,
Gwyneth Wagner, Brian Zhou. Double-event
winners were Arya Amirshah, Mary Byron,
Sylvia Cheng, John Evans, William Harvey,
Ryleigh Line, Jonah Medler, Prana Owen,
Philip Pan, Ben Szeto, Jair Valenzuela,
Evelyn Wagner, Meredith Wagner.

For Lake Anne, triple-event winners were
Arianna Barkhordari, Madeleine Freeman,
Darius Truong, Devin Truong, Jocelyn Wulf,
Hannah Ziaii.

Double-event winners were Sophia
Abrahams, Sophie Barkhordari, Joanne Fu
and Emily Meilus.

Ridge Heights
Sharks 584, North
Hills Hurricanes 559

For Ridge Heights, triple-event winners
were Evan Blase, Andrew Shedlock, Mac
Sogandares, Paige Sogandares, and Josh
Zhang. Double-event winners were Maya
Becker, Jack Bobby, Jordyn Boswell, Eva
Decker, Jared Decker, Derek Liu, Alex
Russell, Kathleen Russell, Christina Wallace.

For North Hills, triple-event winners were
Katie Cazenas, Marlee Czarny, Joseph
Sciortino, Sarah Sciortino, and Evan Zhang.
Double-event winners were Abhishek
Bazaz, Corey Clark, Maggie Gao, Landan
Grange, Ada Langston, Emily Ren and Ella
Wilson.
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ZONE |: * RESTON
* HERNDON * LOUDOUN

HOME-8-GARDEN

CONTRACTORS

CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

703-778-94

ZONE | AD DEADLINE:
MonNDAY NOON

GUTTER GUTTER IMPROVEMENTS j IMPROVEMENTS LANDSCAPING

5 GUTTER CLEANING

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned |
Small Repairs * Gutter Guards !

o PINNACLE SERVICES .
" lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.

- emall jamle@lawnsandgutters com

Hand and Hand
Handyman

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial
Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing ¢ Electrical ® Custom Carpentry
Doors Windows ¢ Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding ¢ House Cleaning
Interior/Exterior Painting ® Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile ® Decks, Fences, Patios
HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia
7203-296-6409

IMPROVEMENTS § IMPROVEMENTS

-

+BASEMENTS +BATHS +KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
+Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096

R&N Carpentry

A&S Landscaping

¢ All Concrete work

¢ Retaining Walls  Patios

¢ Decks ¢ Porches (incl.
screened) ¢ Erosion &
Grading Solutions

¢ French Drains e Sump Pumps

* Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

B P
/_\/t\.c\turﬁ erfect

Hume Hmnruuemenls

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions & ¥
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting )
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded * Free Estimates © Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com
www.rncontractors.com

The

HANDYMAN

A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL, ‘l\%
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE
You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.
s

We Accept VISA/MC
703-441-8811 i

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES
 Friendl y Service for a Fnend y Price

Licensed
Insured

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscapmg & Constructxon
Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

¢ Planting & Landscaping Design

¢ Drainage & Water Problems

¢ Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

¢ Patios and Walks ® Masonry Work or Dry Laid
* Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
¢ Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

Potomac Masonry

703-498-8526

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!! BQB n
Lic. & Ins L

potomac-masonry.com Angi€s list

ﬁ_/ 03) 590-21
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements
Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

*FREE Estimates *EASY To schedule
*FAST & Reliable Service  *NO $$$ DOWN!
Handyman Services Available
http://www.pphionline.com/ ¢
“If it can be done, we can do it” BBB

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

*Concrete Driveways
*Patios *Sidewalks

eStone *Brick
Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 » MD: (301) 3161603

mn all  www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Do what

A&S CONSTRUCTION

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete
remodeling.

703-863-7465

you can, with
what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

PAVING PAVING

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,

Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.
", Spring Cleanup...

Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

——— drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience - Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency

Tree Service

Pit bull Tree Choppers

We take a
bite out of
your bark.

Call: Lee Lohan 703-400-5005
Licensed and insured. We accept all
major credit cards.
» Complete tree removal, stumps and limbs.
Clearing of deadwood,
Landscaping and design,
Ponds and waterfalls,
Trimming and pruning.
Division of Lohan Construction, LLC.

VY YY

Conecr CLASSIFTED

Classified or Home * Lawn * Garden:
703-917-6400

Employment: 703-917-6464

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

No Joke,
But Funny
Nonetheless

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Not that | ever want to use my hav-
ing cancer as an excuse, but you have
to admit, it’s a doozy. And it's probably
the best thing about the diagnosis/
prognosis. However, it’s not as if there
are a number of other advantages to
the disease. Nevertheless, having such a
readily-available, go-to, slam dunk of
an excuse is not exactly like a “Get-out-
of-jail” card made desirable in the
original Monopoly board game, but
let’s be realistic: us cancer patients
need/deserve all the help we can get.
And just like a little compassion goes a
long way toward fluffing our pillow, so
too does having a beyond-reproach
excuse occasionally simplify a muddled
state of affairs, personally and profes-
sionally. It’s an equal opportunity
“excuser.”

And “muddled;” morning, noon or
night; conscious, subconscious and
probably even unconscious, is how this
cancer patient, as most others | would
bet, live their lives. Whether you want
to or not, it is impossible — with a capi-

| “1,” to not view your new cancer-
diagnosed life/life expectancy through
the prism of your diagnosis. Not that
that prism has to make you a prisoner
of your prognosis (or alliteration), but to
think it’s not going to change your per-
spective, your priorities and your
decision-making is to not accept your
new reality. And accepting that new
reality doesn’t mean compromising
your principals or giving in or giving up
or even yielding the floor. It simply
means that you're able to move on.
Resistance is not futile. Cancer is not
“The Borg.” Moreover, assimilating this
terrible fact into your head and heart
and not obsessing about it opens up
your life to more potentially fulfilling
and rewarding experiences that might
actually enable you to survive and
maybe even thrive. Otherwise, as the
doctor in Miles City, Montana Territory
(at the time) said to Augustus McCray in
part IV of “Lonesome Dove” after Gus
refused to let him amputate his remain-
ing infected leg — which would ulti-
mately lead to his death: “I assure you,
sir, the alternative is gloomy.” But Gus
wasn’t gloomy. He was thoughtful and
self-effacing. He explained his refusal
for not allowing a second amputation:
“I like to kick a pig every once in a
while. How would | do that?”

Well, as much as possible, even
though I have been diagnosed with a
“terminal” form of cancer: stage 1V,
non-small cell lung cancer, | am not
going to be a negative Nellie or a dis-
mal Jimmy. I’'m going to try and remain
an upbeat Kenny. Certainly I'm not
thrilled about my circumstances and |
do have my moments when I'm not
great company. Still, making fun of an
incredibly heavy burden is the only way
I know how to lighten the load. And
lightening the load is my path of least
resistance. It’s not futile at all. It's who |
am. It's what | do. Now if the cancer
will just continue to cooperate, we can
all live forward and have a few laughs.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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A photo of Team One with thelr third place trophy and pin towel. Featur-

ing coaches Emily Marko, Olivia Peterkin and Julia Estrada. Team mem-
bers, from left: Ryan Jones, Ethan Waple, Wen Ip, Charlotte Peterkin,
Charlotte Cai, Maya Nakhre and Noah Ginsburg

Rachel Carson Takes Odyssey of the Mind

Two teams from
Rachel Carson
Middle School com-
pete in the World’s
Competition of Odys-
sey of the Mind.

By CAMILLE KIDWELL
THE CONNECTION

etween school, sports and activi-

ties, there is often little time for

students to express themselves or

to use their minds in innovative
ways. To combat this are programs like
Odyssey of the Mind, described by partici-
pant Charlotte Peterkin as a “creative com-
petition, where participants receive a sce-
nario and problem to solve, often through
a skit. You try to be out of the box and steer
away from the norm.” Two teams from
Rachel Carson Middle School participated
at the World Competition this past year, one
team placing third overall, and the other
fourteenth.

Team One, led by coaches Emily Marko,
Olivia Peterkin and Julie Estrada won third
place in the world competition. Some of the
members have been on this team together
since the third grade, and have been work-
ing every year to improve upon their per-
formance.

As eighth graders, this team worked to
solve a videogame edition of Pandora’s box.
“We had to have three evils, and a gaming
character had to defeat all of them. At the
end, we had to release hope. So we said
that the biggest evil was disease, so we did
a science theme.

The scientist defeated misfortune, greed
and monotony. In the end our ‘hope’ was
soap,” described team member Ethan
Waple. Coach Marko added, “They took this
problem so far out of the box.” Their suc-
cess led them to the World Competition,
with over 800 international teams compet-
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ing at Michigan State for five days. The team
received bronze medals and when reflect-
ing described the moment as “surreal.”

THIS TEAM was not the only group from
Rachel Carson to achieve success in this
competition. Embarking on two different
projects, the second group led by Coach
Kothari and manager Mrs. Huckabee, com-
peted in the Structure category, creating a
balsa wood structure for the theme: “Lose
your Marbles.”

“We had to dislodge the marbles from our
structure, so we created a technical pulley
system. We had five scenes for each marble,
and the main character would lose each one
because of stress,” said member Isabela
Huckabee. Simultaneously, while perform-
ing this skit, other members of the team
would be placing weights on their balsa
wood structure, symbolizing the “pressure”
the main character was under. This struc-
ture was able to hold 884 pounds. Their
success took them to World’s where they
won 14" place overall and fifth place for
their skit. “Overall, it was definitely worth
it!” said member Prabha Girish. Addition-
ally, member Neil Kothari even won the
“Omar Award.”

When asked “Why Odyssey of the Mind,”
coaches and students could not have had
more praises for the program. “Being my
tenth year with OM, I can see how it is a
great way to infuse creativity into a
student’s life and allow them an outlet to
be themselves.

It makes kids see problems and look at
materials in a different way.

They can take everything they learn and
apply it to the real world,” said Coach
Estrada. Additionally, the many laughs, in-
side jokes and text messaging groups within
teams suggests the friendships this program
helps kids create.

SUMMARIZED by Coach Marko of Team
One, “The best part is the bond that they’ve
formed. They will have friendships together
that will last a lifetime. They all do differ-
ent things; we have athletes, kids in drama,
art music, and yet they all come together.
It's amazing.”
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Team One: Featured from left, Ethan Waple, Ryan Jones, Noah Ginsburg,
Maya Nakhre, Charlotte Peterkin, Wen Ip and Charlotte Cai

Some of Team
Two’s mem-
bers before a
competition.

PHOTOS BY
MADELINE HUCKABEE

Team Two, from
left: Vinay
Mummareddy,
Isabela
Huckabee, Gloria
Wang, Riya Jaih,
Prabha Girish,
John Castro and ¥
Neil Kothari =" &
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