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W
ith a national dialogue
underway on the ap-
propriateness of Con-

federate flags and imagery, some
Alexandrians have begun ques-
tioning whether the Appomattox
statue to Alexandria’s Confederate
dead should remain on Prince
Street.

The Appomattox statue on
Prince Street was proposed in
1885 by Edgar Warfield, a former
Confederate private, to honor the
Alexandrians who had died fight-
ing for the Confederacy. John El-
der, an artist from Fredericksburg,
submitted a statue design based on
the the soldier in one of his paint-
ings. The dedication ceremony
was held on May 24, 1889.

“The laudable idea, conceived a
year or two ago, of erecting a suit-
able monument to perpetuate to
the memory of those of the historic
Seventeenth Virginia regiment
who yielded their lives during the
four years’ of civil war … culmi-
nated today in the unveiling at the
intersection of Prince and Wash-
ington streets of a memorial in
their honor which would do credit
to any city,” said the Alexandria
Gazette in a the evening edition
on May 24. According to the ar-
ticle, the event drew a large crowd
of local residents and visitors from
across the state. Also in the crowd
were the children and grandchil-

dren of the soldiers who had died
in the Seventeenth Virginia regi-
ment.

“War, to a large percentage of
the present generation, is only
known through history,” said the
article. “They were either either
unborn or [too] young to have
witnessed the terrible fruits of car-
nage or to have realized the self-
abnegation of men who voluntar-
ily shouldered their muskets in
defense of what [they] sincerely
believed to be sacred.”

Today, the Appomattox statue is
maintained by funding from the
Mary Curtis-Lee-17th Virginia
Regiment Chapter of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy and
receives no city funding. However,
the topic of the statue’s removal
was recently raised during the
mayoral race. When asked what
his greatest regret was while in
office, Kerry Donley answered that
he wished he had taken the oppor-
tunity to move the statue after it
was damaged in a traffic incident

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

A
s Rev. Robin Anderson from
Alexandria’s Commonwealth Baptist
Church discovered this weekend,
planning a party around a U.S. Su-

preme Court decision can be problematic. First,
when Anderson began planning the Northern Vir-
ginia Multifaith Gathering for Marriage Equality,

there was no set date for the decision. Decision
day could have been anything between June 25
to June 29. And second, there was no way to de-
termine the outcome of the decision. Hanging a
festive banner could make for an awkward situa-
tion if the Supreme Court ruled against marriage
equality.

“It was a very difficult service to plan,” said
Anderson, “we just had to keep it very open
ended.”

But as it turned out, the decision came down
on Friday, June 26, and the decision was to make
same-sex marriage legal across the nation. Ap-
proximately 60 people attended the Multifaith
Gathering for Marriage Equality, some who would
be legally allowed to marry partners of their

choice, others arriving to show
support for family members or
friends.

“It was pretty emotional,”
said Lonnie Rich, who attended
with his wife Marcia Call.
Marcia Call’s father, Thomas
Call, had gotten married in
Washington D.C. earlier that
day, which coincidentally was
also his 80th birthday.

In 1996, Rich served on the
City Council and proposed ac-
tion that would have urged the
Virginia legislature to legalize
same-sex marriage. City Coun-
cil instead adopted a substitute
motion that would include a
request for more hate-crime
protection and prohibit dis

Confederate
Concerns
Alexandria’s
Appomattox
statue under
scrutiny.

The Appomattox statue at
the intersection of Prince
and Washington streets.
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Hannah Meade, Audrey Knox, Dara Baker and Athena Burkett rehearse a few songs
before the beginning of the multifaith gathering for marriage equality on Friday
evening at Commonwealth Baptist Church.

Candles are raised as the congregation joins in the
singing of “This Little Light of Mine,” at the conclusion
of Friday evening’s service at Commonwealth Baptist
Church.

Rejoicing on Decision Day
Multifaith gathering
celebrates national
same-sex equality.
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By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

W
hile City Council expressed
support for new amenities
and retail spaces at Land-
mark Mall, members of the

public remain skeptical until more details
emerge.

“Residents want to know when
groundbreaking is going to happen,” said
Matthew Warner, a nearby resident. “If we
don’t get the sense that there is a
groundbreaking date, no one is really go-
ing to believe that it’s happening.”

For city staff, after years of planning and
negotiations, the process is mostly out of
their hands. On June 13, City Council ap-
proved a final set of special use permits for
the site that would increase retail and resi-
dential floor space as well as allow a large,
outdoor projection to play cartoons and the
possibility of a seasonal ice skating rink.

“With this last approval, this is it in terms
of what they would need [to get started],”
said Karl Moritz, the director of Planning
and Zoning. “They may get a retailer or
something that requires a tweak to what’s
been approved, but they have all the regu-
latory approvals that they need from the
council. We work on what we call the final
site plan but that’s very close to being fin-
ished.”

Moritz said the final site plan will be com-
pleted by the end of summer and brought

back to City Council after the council’s sum-
mer recess.

Currently, Landmark Mall faces 40 per-
cent vacancy rates. Current plans involve
demolishing the existing mall, built in 1965,
and re-establishing the center as an open
access, outdoor retail center. Some in the
public and city government have expressed
concerns about delays in the project.

“We need to get this project moving,” said
Mayor William Euille. “It should have been
done and built and ready 10 years ago, so
let’s keep that in mind.”

However, exactly what retail will be in-
stalled in the facility and any timeline for
the project remains to be seen. Staff from
the Alexandria Economic Development Part-
nership (AEDP) recently attended confer-
ences at RECON, the world’s largest trade
show held annually in Las Vegas, and a
South by Southwest conference focusing on
innovative startup companies.

“We cannot divulge the tenants at this
time,” said AEDP President and CEO
Stephanie Landrum. “The meetings are in
a preliminary phase. Typically what hap-
pens is announcements are made after
leases are signed. As leases are firmed up,
they will make announcements.”

According to Landrum, the importance of
attending these types of events is in estab-
lishing relationships with the businesses and
educating them on opportunities in Alex-
andria. Since the conference, Landrum
noted that the AEDP has been in contact

with more than 750 businesses, though the
majority of these are not Landmark Mall
specific. However, Landrum did say that the
AEDP is currently meeting with potential
tenants for Landmark Mall.

According to Landrum, establishing the
tenants also must be completed before de-
signs can be made on the layout of the build-
ing spaces.

“It’s a puzzle,” said Landrum. “One user
could come in and need 10,000 square feet,
but that could also be broken into five
smaller storefronts. People [in this indus-

try] are using the word curation: it’s about
finding the right matches for the project.”

Landmark Mall is currently divided be-
tween three owners: Macy’s on one side,
Sears on the other, with the Howard Hughes
Corporation controlling the middle.

“This project remains an important pri-
ority for us,” said Caryn Kboudi, vice presi-
dent of the Howard Hughes Corporation.
“We continue to make great progress on the
development front and we continue to look
at a lot of different leasing opportunities to
make sure we create a wonderful, curated
experience.”

Kboudi said the Howard Hughes Corpo-
ration is intending to craft the new Land-
mark Mall more towards a culinary and
entertainment experience. However, like
Landru, Kboudi was vague with regards to
future timeline and potential tenants in the
new mall.

“There is no timeline at this point,” said
Kboudi. “This is something we hope to be
able to share at some point in the future,
but we have to hit certain leasing milestones
first.”

While expressing support for the AEDP’s
work at RECON and South by Southwest,
Kboudi also would not speak with regard
to specifics and would not comment on the
involvement of Macy’s or Sears in the
project.

“I don’t know that we have a precise
groundbreaking date at this point,” said
Jonathan Rock, an attorney for Howard
Hughes. “Our goal, if you can call it that, is
for the first quarter of 2016, but obviously
there are things that need to get done, in-
cluding approval of the final site plan.”

As city approves details for the mall redesign,
other questions remain unanswered.

Tenants and Timeline Unclear for Landmark Mall

Photo by Vernon Miles/Gazette Packet

Empty hallways and vacant stores
inside Landmark Mall

See Splash,  Page 5

T
he Alexandria Transit Company
(DASH), in partnership with the
Advocates for Alexandria Aquat-

ics, and the City of Alexandria Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks, and Cultural
Activities, revealed a new initiative to get
families and children to the Old Town
Pool this summer. More than 20 local

DASH to operate free
service on pool bus route.Splash with DASH

Area chil-
dren take a
break from
the Old
Town pool
to check out
the “Splash
With Dash”
bus that
starts ser-
vice on July
1 on AT10
route.

DASH CEO Sandy Modell thanks
the local businesses for coming
to the support of the “Splash
With Dash” pool bus program
and raising $22,250 in less than
one week to pay for it.

businesses, along with the support of the
USA Swimming Foundation – Make a
Splash, are sponsoring free rides during July
and August on DASH’s AT10 route. This
route provides service between Potomac
Yard and the King Street Metro, via the
neighborhoods of Arlandria, Warwick Vil-
lage, Del Ray, and Rosemont. With the

Warwick Pool temporarily closed this sum-
mer, children and their families would have
had a difficult time getting to the Old Town
Pool on Cameron Street.

Now through Sept. 7, the AT10 route will
become the free Pool Bus on weekdays be-
tween 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., and on
weekends between 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

“The participating business sponsors
signed up almost as soon as they were in-
formed about this effort,” said DASH CEO
Sandy Modell. “Alexandria’s business com-
munity is very generous. They wanted to
help and thought this was a great idea.”

Business sponsors include High Dive
Sponsors: Jen Walker Team – McEnearney
Associates, Inc. and The JBG Companies.
Kiddie Pool Sponsors: Advocates for Alex-
andria Aquatics; First Transit, Inc.; Bobi
Bomar – The Homes of Alexandria; Del Ray
Business Community; McLaughlin Ryder
Investments; Speck – Caudron Investment
Group of Wells Fargo Advisors and the
Warwick Village Citizens Association. Wad-
ing Pool Sponsors: Pulte Homes; Sports
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By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

T
he historic 415 Wolfe Street
home hasn’t been sold yet, but
even the possibility of a sale to
a developer has some neighbors

incensed. The owners of the historic prop-
erty insist that the home is still on the mar-
ket, and while a few developers have ex-
pressed an interest in the project, nothing
is close to being finalized. Yet, some neigh-
bors have already begun expressing con-
cerns that a potential townhouse develop-
ment could have a serious impact on the
neighborhood.

“If there are lots of record, as several ap-
pear to be, whoever owns the property is
entitled to build on them with approval
from the Board of Architectural Review,”
said Al Cox, Historic Preservation manager
for the Department of Planning and Zon-
ing.

Karl Moritz, the director of Planning and
Zoning, laid out a review of the property’s
zoning information in response to a letter
from James Mitchell. Mitchell is listed on
the State Corporation Commission as a reg-
istered agent of Rotis Companies LLC, a lim-
ited liability company formed on April 16,
2015. When asked about the development,
Mitchell acknowledged that his company
had submitted a historical report on the
property and that the city had released a
determination based on that record, but
would make no further comment.

“The property is zoned RM/townhouse …
which allows for the development of single-
family, two-family or townhouse dwelling
units,” said Moritz in his letter to Mitchell.
Moritz also stated that four of the lots on

the property meet the minimum require-
ments for a dwelling.

“If this project goes forward, the quality
of life for all of us goes down,” said Kevin
Connell, who lives directly across from the
home at 416 Wolfe St. According to Connell,
the home’s potential sale to a developer was
something long rumored; the letter from
Moritz changed that. “With [the city’s let-
ter to Mitchell] we finally have a verifiable
indication that something is going on here.

But Doug Turner, who owns the property,
insisted that no contract has been signed.
Turner also said that he doesn’t understand
why the property’s sale is raising concerns
among the neighbors.

“It’s my private property,” said Turner. “It’s
my business what we do with it.”

But some of the local neighbors say the
sale could have a substantial impact.

“This sale could represent the loss of a

quarter-acre of open space,” said Connell.
“Just as a developer can exploit a home,
neighbors can protect their property values
and their neighborhood quality of life… The
community benefits from the fact that this
property exists, and to see that turned into
more new construction? That should con-
cern any Alexandrian.”

In the letter, Moritz also states each new
dwelling unit must have two off-street park-
ing spaces which must be provided from an
alley or interior court. Mortiz notes that the
private alley to the north of the property
may be able to provide this access, but that
this would be dependent on ownership and
usage rights to the alley.

Without support from the neighbors, this
could present a problem. Rick Badwey lives
at 317 Prince St., immediately adjacent to
the 415 Wolfe St. property, and shares the
slim alley with Turner. For years, Badwey

says he and Turner have shared the lane
without incident. But If the property is con-
verted into townhouses, Badwey says his
home and his family would substantially
impacted. Badwey says that the potential
developer told him that 415 Wolfe Str. could
have underground parking which would be
accessed by the alley.

“The alleyway isn’t meant to be a thor-
oughfare for parking,” said Badwey. How-
ever, Badwey acknowledged that the the
alleyway is a part of the larger community
concerns regarding the sale. “Stopping [this
development] on the alley makes the home
undesirable.”

“The private alley would be a civil issue
between the two abetting property owners,”
said Cox. “I assume there would be a lively
discussion between the property owners
and the adjoining neighbors.”

However, beyond raising a fuss over the
alley between the properties, Connell and
Badwey say they are unsure how they will
proceed. The public will have an opportu-
nity if any new developments are presented
at the BAR or the Planning Commission.

“The public input would be on the design
of the townhouses,” said Connell, “not on
what is built there.”

Connell and Badwey both expressed a
fondness for the Turners, who they say have
made substantial improvements to the
home and are very welcoming to visits from
neighbors.

“Idealy, another buyer will materialize
with plans to occupy and protect this unique
property as is and render moot the risk of
development,” said Connell in a letter to
his neighbors. “If not, and the offer from
the developer is finalized, I’m planning to
combat this planned development at every
stage of the review and potential permit-
ting process to prevent what would be a
substantial negative change to the look and
feel of a neighborhood that’s defined by the
presence and openness of this grand estate.”

Wolfe Street Bares Teeth at Developer
Potential property
sale stirs controversy.

The alley that 415 Wolfe St. shares with 315 Prince St.
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From Page 1

Alexandria’s Appomattox Statue under Scrutiny
at the site.
Recently the conversation about the

statue has resurfaced following a racially
motivated shooting on June 17, 2015, at
the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Charleston. After a controversy
regarding the Confederate flag’s promi-
nence on a memorial outside the State-
house, Confederate iconography through-
out the south has been a topic of discus-
sion. In Richmond, the Jefferson Davis
monument was spray painted with the mes-
sage “Black Lives Matter.” In Alexandria,
many of these discussions revolve around
the flying of the Confederate Flag on Lee-
Jackson Day, the naming of the Jefferson
Davis Highway, and the statue on Prince
Street.

“I’ve asked city staff to come back to City
Council when we reconvene in September,
after taking a break, to look at the rules,
regulations, and policies so that City Coun-

cil and the community can have a frank and
honest discussion on changes we choose
with regards to statues, names of buildings,
street names,” said Mayor William Euille.

While attending T.C. Williams High
School in the mid-1960s, Euille said he was
part of a protest at City Hall attempting to
have the statue removed.

“We demanded and called for the removal
of the statue; to put it in a park,” Euille said.
“This debate took place after the assassina-
tion of Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther
King. People looked at it in terms of racism
and that changed needed to happen. We lost
that battle, but we compromised at the time.
All these years later, it still has a sting to it
and that resonates at the moment.”

The compromise was that the amount of
time the Confederate flag was flown at the
site would be minimized. Years later, while
Euille was on the City Council, the flag was
removed entirely. However, as the discus-
sion has shifted towards the statue itself,

Euille is a little more wary of discussing its
removal.

“As a resident of the city, it’s not some-
thing I’d like for the city to have on display,
but it’s part of the city’s history,” said Euille.
“I don’t want us, as a community, to over-
react just because there’s a call throughout
the nation in terms of what should be and
shouldn’t be in representing the Confed-
eracy.”

Removing the statue also presents a sub-
stantial legal challenge. The Virginia stat-
ute concerning Memorials for War Veterans
clearly states that removing a memorial to
any major war or conflict would be unlaw-
ful.

“If such are erected, it shall be unlawful
for the authorities of the locality, or any
other person or persons, to disturb or in-
terfere with any monuments or memorials
so erected, or to prevent its citizens from
taking proper measures and exercising
proper means for the protection, preserva-

tion and care of same. For purposes of this
section, ‘disturb or interfere with’ includes
removal of, damaging or defacing monu-
ments or memorials, or, in the case of the
War Between the States, the placement of
Union markings or monuments on previ-
ously designated Confederate memorials or
the placement of Confederate markings or
monuments on previously designated Union
memorials.”

Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg said that
she and members of the City Council would
reflect on the mayor’s call for Confederate
imagery’s place in the city to be reexam-
ined. While Silberberg actively supports the
city not flying the Confederate flag on Lee-
Jackson day and said she would support
state Sen. Adam Ebbin in his effort to have
Jefferson Davis Highway renamed,
Silberberg was more hesitant on outright
removing the Appomattox statue.

“I would support moving [the statue] to
See Statue,  Page 22
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Correction
From Page 3

Authority – Potomac Yard; The Liz Luke
Team; Sport Fair, Inc.; Yates Automotive
Group; Yates Dry Cleaners; and Wes
Greenway’s Alexandria VW.

Other in-kind and business contributions
were from Alexandria Hyundai, The Zebra
Press, The Alexandria Gazette Packet, The
Alexandria Times, Hooray for Books, and
Giant Food on Duke Street.

Splash with DASH

News

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
heir voices were timid at first,
but one by one students at Wil-
liam Ramsey Elementary School
spoke up when asked how they

have been judged by their friends and classmates.
“I keep being told that my skin is not dark

enough, that I am too light to be a real His-
panic,” said one young girl from Guatemala.
“It hurts my feelings but there is nothing I
can do about the color of my skin.”

Taunts about looks and body image were
a common theme as the students took part
in a school-wide assembly June 11 to pre-
miere “Don’t Judge Me,” a music video writ-
ten and produced by participants in the Kids
Empowering Kids program of the
DreamDog Foundation.

“From start to finish, this project was done
by kids and for kids,” said DreamDog Ex-
ecutive Director Lorraine Friendman.
“When the kids were asked what are the
big issues facing them at school, judgement
surfaced as the biggest issue. So that be-
came the theme for this year’s Kids Empow-
ering Kids program — stop judging each
other.”

The experiential learning program
teamed students with Friedman and Edom
Tilahun, a T.C. Williams student doing her
Senior Experience internship. Together they
worked for three weeks writing and pro-
ducing the music video, which featured the
entire student body of William Ramsey ES,
teachers and guest appearances by ACPS
Superintendent Alvin Crawley and Mayor

Bill Euille.
“It was an honor to be a part of this video,”

Crawley said following the premier show-
ing in the school’s auditorium. “It was a lot
of fun working with the kids but it also
sends a powerful message. Everyone did a
great job.”

Once the students completed the music
and lyrics, Friedman worked with musicians
to record the soundtrack. When it came time
for the final production, the entire school
was invited to participate in the video —
all 855 students and teachers, who are seen
together dancing in the halls, on the audi-
torium stage and in the library and gymna-
sium.

“This experience was something totally
new,” Tilahun said.” It was great to see a
learning process that did not involve repeti-
tive instruction and lack of interest from the
students. The fact that it involved various
things like music, writing and art made the
learning a lot more multidimensional and
fun for everyone.”

Friedman is proud of what the students
accomplished and the message contained
in the video, which contains the refrain:
“Don’t judge me. I’m more than you can see.
I’m not the color of my skin or the clothes
I’m in so don’t judge me.”

“What Dr. Martin Luther King started
years ago with his philosophy of non- judg-
ment, our Ramsey students are continuing
today with a catchy tune and powerful lyr-
ics,” Friedman said. “I hope everyone shares
the video link so we can continue to em-
power others with their words.”

A link to the video is available on the
DreamDog Foundation’s Facebook page and
can be seen on YouTube.

‘Don’t Judge Me’

 Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

DreamDog Foundation mascot Jazz poses for a photo with Kids Empow-
ering Kids students at the premier of the “Don’t Judge Me” music video
June 11 at William Ramsey Elementary School. The students wrote,
produced and starred in the video that aims to educate others about
tolerance.

“Mourning Betty Wright” [Gazette Packet,
June 25] should have credited Stephanie
Mansfield whose feature she wrote for Liv-
ing Legends of Alexandria was used in the
article. Mansfield, a resident of Old Town,
formerly a staff writer at The Washington
Post and The Washington Times, is now a
free-lance writer who travels the world on
high-profile assignments.
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By Shirley Ruhe

Gazette Packet

S
hiny silver heels glide over the polished
wooden floor. Today Lioudmila Blinov will
review the steps of the Argentine tango with

Gregory and Lindsey Bearce from Alexandria who
have been dancing there since January. You can do
it “slow slow slow” or “slow quick quick slow. It’s
what you feel.” They have already been through the
foxtrot and other basics. “He bought me a dance les-
son as an anniversary present,” Lindsey says. “And
now it’s kind of like a date night sort of thing,” Gre-
gory adds.

Blinov pushes the gray button on the tape recorder.
Argentinean tango music sets up the beat. Lindsey’s
hips sway slightly as she pivots her body and slides

her foot up Gregory’s leg. One ocho,
second ocho (figure eight). Blinov
advises, “Bring your feet and then your
shoulders.” Gregory says, “oh, I didn’t
transfer my weight,” and Blinov tells

him to do it again. “Excellent, yes, you did it.”
Blinov and her husband own Dance Studio

Lioudmila that they bought in May of 2002. Blinov’s
husband, Serguei, emigrated to America from Rus-
sia in 1992 “when things weren’t very good there.”
Blinov says she followed in 1995 with their two chil-
dren. “In Russia dancing was our hobby and we com-
peted a lot. We loved it for fun. We both went to
dance school and then private lessons.” She explained
in Russia they had both been professional doctors.
“He was a neurologist, and I was a pediatrician.”

But when they came to America “we need to sur-
vive and to find what we can do in America.” So in
the beginning she worked in some studios and found
the Studio Dance Factory in Arlington where she
taught as a part-time dance instructor. “Remember
the sandwich,” Blinov says. Gregory moves his left
foot close to Lindsey who swings her foot next to his
and he completes the step by placing his right foot
parallel. “Every time when you do the sandwich …
Now on to the cha cha.” The music reverberates as a
female voice sings “I can’t believe it ....” Cha cha 1-

2-3. Cha cha, man turn. Cha cha, lady turn. “Again
with the music.”

Blinov says most people who take private lessons
come once a week. “But my husband when he is com-
peting with a student in the Pro-Am (pro-amateur)
competition may teach two or even four lessons a
week because they need more practice.”

Blinov starts with the basics like how to hold your
body, the box, the waltz. “I teach them how to lead,
special exercise. And the lady should always follow
the gentleman. Even if he leads you wrong, just fol-
low or it looks all wrong.” She explains, “You get to
one level and you want to get better. You watch oth-
ers and want to do what they do. You know it’s why
we keep this business.” And as you move up, the in-
ternational samba and foxtrot are complicated, more
disciplined than the American which is more com-
fortable for social dances.

People of all ages take dance lessons but she no-
tices that younger people seem to take the cheaper
group lessons. “I wish we had more young people,
but they are busy with other things.” If the group
who comes has more women than men, the women
are patient to wait their turn to practice with a man.
But if there are more men, they get very frustrated
and not patient at all. “I had an 86-year-old man
who stopped coming last year because he was afraid
to drive but not to dance. He did it all and some-
times I had to be sure I could catch him. He was
great.” On the other side she has a five-year-old girl
and six-year-old boy who come 1-2 times a week.
The boy is the grandson of the person at the front
desk. “They are going to compete.”

Lindsey has tucked up her dark hair and is con-
centrating. Blinov is lined up facing the floor-to- ceil-
ing mirror with Gregory and Lindsey. “I’m going to
teach you a new cha cha step to add to what you
know. She holds Lindsey and guides her around the
floor in a small circle, then Gregory. Cha cha, pivot
into Gregory’s arm. “We do this twice. Now put it all
together. Ex-cell-ent.”

Dancing the Afternoon Away

Lioudmila Blinov shows Lindsey Bearce
a new step as husband Gregory watches.
“Here, now your turn,” she said as she
hands Lindsey over to Gregory.

Reflections in the floor-to-ceiling mirror
assist Lindsey and Gregory Bearce with
their posture and dance steps at Dance
Studio Lioudmila in Alexandria.

People

At Work
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Brunch Benefits
Surgical Services

T
he Board of Lady
Man-agers held its
annual brunch on

June 21 at the Union Street
Public House. The brunch
raised funds for the purchase
of two state-of-the art neu-
rology microscopes for Inova
Alexandria Hospital Surgical
Services. So far over $5,000
has been raised towards the
goal of $640,000.

Gincy Carousi and
her granddaughter
Mary Dunn

Jane,
Margaret

and
George
Hughes

Board of Lady Manag-
ers Brunch co-chairs
Marjorie Harris and
Janet Barnett greet
guests at the Union

Street Public House on
Father’s Day.

Board of Lady
Managers presi-
dent Connie
Blood thanks Jay
Test and Jim
Mathews of the
Union Street
Public House for
their donation of
space and a
buffet brunch
for members
and their guests.
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

News

Best for Vets Alexandria tops list
of cities for veterans.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he Military Times has named Alexandria as
the top mid-size community for veterans in
its first Best for Vets: Places to Live feature

article.
More than 500 cities were considered for the June

17 article with only 75 named as top communities
for veterans in large, medium and small city catego-
ries.

“This is a real distinction for our home,” said Lt.
Gen. Bob Wood (ret.). “Thanks go to all who served,
call Alexandria home and support our community.”

With a median income for veterans estimated at
$95,000 per year, Alexandria has a low 0.4 percent
veteran unemployment rate. Other factors such as
military and veteran services and livability were cited
in the article.

“The scale [of Alexandria] is very approachable.
You know where the main street is,” said Stephanie
Landrum, president and CEO of the Alexandria Eco-
nomic Development Partnership, in the article. “It’s
not overwhelming like some of the larger jurisdic-
tions.”

Coming in second in medium sized cities was
nearby Arlington, with a median income for veter-
ans at nearly $96,000 with a 1.3 percent unemploy-
ment rate.

Rounding out the top five medium size cities were
Centennial, Colo., Mission Viejo, Calif., and Arvada,
Colo. For large cities, the top five were Virginia

The city’s waterfront is a popular desti-
nation in Alexandria, which was re-
cently named the top medium size city
for veterans.

Beach, Colorado Springs, San Antonio, San Diego
and Oklahoma City.
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People

T
he Parker-Gray High School
Class of 1965 hosted its 50th
anniversary on June 12-13 and
commemorated the closing of

the high school as a segregated institution

of learning in the City of Alexandria. The
two-day festivities included a re-acquain-
tance reception and a gala banquet bat the
Alexandria Hilton Mark Center.

Parker-Gray High School was the only

high school for Black students in the city
until desegregation began in 1963. When
desegregation started, a few students left
Parker-Gray and attended Hammond and
George Washington high schools.

Gala Celebrates 50th Reunion of Parker-Gray Class of ’65
Parker-Gray was closed as a high school

in 1965.
On June 11, 1965 the last class gradu-

ated from Parker-Gray High School.

Photos Contributed

Parker-Gray High School graduates of the 1940s: Thomas Harold Lee,
Bernice Lee, Arthur Dawkins and Alice Lewis Holland.

Teachers and
staff of Parker-
Gray High
School: Alice
Lewis Holland,
Edith Burton,
Arthur
Dawkins and
Dr. Mary
Hatwood
Futrell.
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Little Theatre of Alexandria

600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

September 5-26, 2015

AUDITIONS:
Saturday July 11th, 2 pm
Sunday, July 12th, 7 pm

CALLBACKS:
Tuesday, July 14th, by invitation

LAUGHING STOCK, a backstage farce, with a
behind-the-scene look at the world of Summer
Stock Theatre that is nowhere close to
Broadway in any and all aspects. All characters
are stereotypical theater types that all of us
have worked with, loved, and in some cases
have been or will be. Details listed under the
pull-down “auditions” button on our website.

SHOW DATES:

Unbelie
vab

le

Savi
ngs!

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Citrus Plants
25% OFF

Kwanzan Cherries 7-9' 40% OFF
Sky Rocket Junipers 7-8' 50% OFF
Deodora Cedars 10-15' 50% OFF

25% OFF All Perennials
~ Hostas 50% OFF ~

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

See our Website for more sales: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Local Nursery Closing After 42 Years ~ Going Out of Business Sale

Leaf Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Giftware 50% OFF

50-60% OFF
Select Trees

ENTIRE Stock Garden
Chemicals ON SALE

Bricks & Stones
50% OFF

Bagged, Shredded Hardwood
Mulch  $2.99 (2 cu. ft. bags)

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary,
Pots, Bird Baths

25% OFF & More!

40% OFF
Trees & Shrubs

Including
Japanese Maples!

40% OFF
Trees & Shrubs

Including
Japanese Maples!

40% OFF
Trees & Shrubs

Including
Japanese Maples!

40% OFF
Trees & Shrubs

Including
Japanese Maples!

40% OFF
Trees & Shrubs

Including
Japanese Maples!

40% OFF
Trees & Shrubs

Including
Japanese Maples!

75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!

ALL Annuals 1/2 PRICE!

Blooming Tropicals
40% OFF

Blooming Tropicals
40% OFF

Blooming Tropicals
40% OFF

Blooming Tropicals
40% OFF

Blooming Tropicals
40% OFF

Blooming Tropicals
40% OFF

Community
Partner

An

To learn more and make a donation,
visit alexandriapolicefoundation.org

News

A rainbow of colored lanterns glow be-
neath the pulpit at Commonwealth Baptist
Church.
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Rejoicing on Decision Day
From Page 1

crimination in housing and employment based on
sexual orientation. At the Multifaith Gathering, Rich
said he heard from many citizens that they didn’t
arrive at the church believing it could be true.

“It was very emotional,” said Rich. “A lot of people
didn’t think that this would come in their lifetime,
even if they thought it would come eventually. The
Defense of Marriage Act and other legislation felt
like part of a backlash.”

But since his proposal to City Council in 1996, Rich
said marriage equality had emerged as a grassroots
issue across the country.

“More and more people coming out made more
people realize that they had gay [or lesbian] mem-
bers of their family or neighbors and it turned out
not to be a big deal,” said Rich. Rich also believes
that the fact that younger generations didn’t see
marriage equality as a problem and that was inte-
gral to the changing mindset of the nation. Also, as
marriages were recognized sporadically across the
United States, Rich said more and more heterosexual
couples began to realize that the fabric of their lives
wasn’t being torn apart.

But for many at the Multifaith Gathering, the Su-
preme Court’s recognition of marriage equality isn’t
the end of the road.

“One person was getting married next year and
didn’t know if her parents were going to come,” said
Anderson. “Some who showed up were seminary stu-
dents that wanted to show support at the Supreme
Court but didn’t want to jeopardize their chances at

being ordained.”
Anderson said that as she watched the people in

the room share their reflections on the decision, she
realized more and more the importance of individu-
als facing discrimination to have a community they
feel welcome in.

“I watched people share their feelings who hadn’t
been emotional all day,” said Anderson. “Being in a
room with others, something clicked and they had
an emotional response … I want people to know that
there are lots of faith communities from different
traditions with different denominations that are sup-
portive that think this is a wonderful decision.”
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By Brooke Sydnor Curran

S
ummer vacation season is upon us. Va-
cations are not just fun, but can also
be important for our health. We can
return from time away with a renewed

sense of vigor, fresh perspectives, and increased
mental acuity. A break from the daily grind can
relieve stress and increase productivity in all
of us.

But in our community, too many
people, particularly at-risk children
and their families, don’t have the
opportunity to take vacations. And to
make matters worse, many don’t even have
ready access to safe and engaging neighbor-
hood parks or playgrounds, the next best thing.
This park and playground “desert” has serious
consequences for the health, learning, and
overall well-being of many of Alexandria’s chil-
dren.

Numerous studies show that physical exer-
tion, play, and general running around can

greatly improve a child’s mood, mental focus
and attention span. Movement activates the
brain, “priming the pump” and setting kids up
for optimal learning and success in school. Of
course, movement is good for kids’ physical
health and staving off effects of bad eating
habits and inactivity, particularly obesity. Did
you know that Alexandria follows the shock-
ing national trend where 44.5 percent of two-
to-five year-olds are classified as overweight
or obese?

Fortunately, many members of our Alexan-
dria community are committed to improving
the lives of at-risk kids and their families.

RunningBrooke, an organization
founded in 2009, has been working
to support the development of play-
grounds and parks, as well as move-

ment and early education programs for Alex-
andria children. We are lucky to have the es-
sential support of numerous partners, includ-
ing city government, numerous other organi-
zations, and residents committed to similar
initiatives.

The link between active living and learning
are clear.

There are some promising signs of progress.

Last month, RunningBrooke, a local nonprofit
that raises funds to support healthier and more
active families, announced its investment of
$80,000 to redevelop Arlandria’s Hume
Springs Park. This park, in a transitional neigh-
borhood with the highest percentage of young
children in Alexandria, will soon feature rec-
reational equipment and green space specifi-
cally designed for kids under five years of age.
We encourage Alexandria residents to join
RunningBrooke on September 19 to help build
the Hume Springs Park.

This exciting development represents a
promising step in the right direction to ensure
that all of Alexandria’s kids have a safe place
to learn and be more active. We hope it will be
among many on behalf of healthy families and
a stronger community.

Sydnor Curran is the founder and CEO of
RunningBrooke, a nonprofit organization that goes the
distance for at-risk children in Alexandria.
RunningBrooke funds innovative programs that get at-
risk children moving to maximize school learning. To
raise the level awareness and public engagement, founder
Brooke Sydnor Curran has run a marathon a month
since 2009 — a total of 86 so far — including one mara-
thon on each continent, in each of the 50 states, and the
five world Marathon Majors. To learn more, visit
www.runningbrooke.org.

Going the Distance for City’s Children
Parks, play and
promising futures.

Commentary

S
t
e
v
e
 
A

r
t
l
e
y
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

By Nicole Thorpe

I
 watch Dominic’s feet swing under his chair
as he concentrates hard on answering the
last question of a reading assessment. As I

write down his answer, Dominic asks: “Ms.
Nicole, did I do okay on the test?” I smile and
nod yes. We both know he worked very hard
and are both quite happy with his results. I am
also very used to this question. Kids, like the
rest of us, want to know how they’re doing. As
their teacher, it is also my job to know how
they’re doing. What do they know? What do
they still need to learn? I hold myself account-
able for my students’ growth and it is with this
data that I am best able to teach them and

make sure of their
progress.

I get important help in
this process because No
Child Left Behind currently
requires my school to re-
port my students’ data.
That data is then disaggre-
gated, so that the perfor-

mance of subgroups (students of color, students
in poverty, special education students, English
Language Learners) is specifically reported. If
the data show that a school is failing to sup-
port the progress of their students, especially
their most disadvantaged students, action must
be taken. When my school failed to make ad-

equate yearly progress, we began a partner-
ship with experts at the University of Virginia.
This partnership supported the leadership team
at my school, helping them dig deep to under-
stand and act on student data. These school
leaders then helped teachers like me institute
stronger teaching practices to support of all of
our learners. All of these actions, based on
NCLB’s accountability requirements, helped
students like Dominic grow.

Every Child Achieves Act (ECAA), the cur-
rent version of the NCLB/ESEA that is now
under reauthorization discussion in Congress,
gives states the flexibility to create account-
ability systems but does not require schools
with failing data to take any remediation mea-
sures. While it is certainly possible for states
to create strong systems of accountability and
remediation, we know that some meaningful
federal guardrails are necessary if we are to
prevent states from turning a blind eye to the
students who need assistance the most. His-
tory has shown that when we allow states to
have total control, without any federal over-
sight, they run off the tracks. Prior to NCLB,
48 states chose not to include any subgroup
data in their accountability systems (meaning
that students in poverty, students of color, spe-
cial education students, and English language
learners were not counted in their performance
metrics). Sensible federal accountability stan-
dards provide states and districts with the flex-
ibility they deserve to best address the needs
of their students, while still making sure that
states put supports in place to help students,
teachers, and schools that need extra help.

The truth is that some students have greater
challenges than other. Dominic is a good ex-
ample of this. He is a Hispanic, special educa-
tion student, who is living in poverty. His test

Accountability Supports My Students

See Accountability,  Page 18
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Aldersgate Church Community Theater
Presents

Directed by Rebecca Patton
Produced by Leah Hays, Eddy Roger Parker and Bill Austin.

July 3, 10, 11, 16, 17 and 18 at 8:00 P.M.

July 5, 12, and 19 at 2:00 P.M.

Information & Tickets available at:
www.acctonline.org

Aldersgate United Methodist Church
1301 Collingwood Road, Alexandria VA 22308

See Letters,  Page 18

Letters

Winning by Listening
To the Editor:
Winning precincts across the city from the
West End to Parkfairfax to Old Town, Vice
Mayor Allison Silberberg won the primary
on June 9 by a convincing plurality to be-
come the Democratic nominee for mayor
of the city of Alexandria. She defeated the
incumbent mayor, Mr. Bill Euille, who has
served since 2003. She also defeated the
former mayor, Mr. Kerry Donley, who served
as mayor eight years prior to Mayor Euille.
Against a combined 20-year incumbency as
well as being outraised by both candidates,
Vice Mayor Silberberg pulled off an upset.
She won in an old-fashioned way. She ac-
tively listened to one voter at a time with
the promise to bring new energy to the
table.
Since the election, some of my Democratic
colleagues are trying to negate Vice Mayor
Silberberg’s win by invoking sexism (“she
can’t do the job,” “it’s bad for business”).
They speculate that her margin of victory
resulted from Republican and Independent
cross-over votes and complain about low
voter turn-out.
Let’s be clear. Vice Mayor Silberberg won
the election fair and square by keenly fo-
cusing on the needs and desires of her con-
stituents. While on council, she developed
a deeper core base of constituents across
the city who want to change the present
dynamic of government. She hosted
monthly coffees and welcomed all to join

her. Citizens came out in droves. People
experienced her commitment to public ser-
vice and caring leadership. For example, her
response to Russell Road families, after a
child was struck and nearly killed on a dan-
gerous stretch of road. For years they asked
the city to do something. As vice mayor, she
got things done to bring them a safer stretch
of road.
As vice mayor, her leadership and principled
votes often went against the grain of “busi-
ness as usual.” Guess what — she wasn’t
alone in those 6-1 votes after all. With her
victory, we now have an opportunity for
thoughtful, appropriate development that
is in scale and a more transparent govern-
ment with open debate.
Let’s be clear about something else. If Ms.
Silberberg had lost the primary, she would
have been expected to, and would have,
immediately endorsed the winner. I applaud
Mr. Donley’s immediate endorsement on
election night. I hope that our other Demo-
cratic elected officials and candidates will
expressly endorse her soon.
Frankly, it’s been disheartening to read so-
cial media and listen to the elitism among
some of my Democratic colleagues who set
a double standard for the rules of the game
to choose who leads the city. When Ms.
Silberberg won the November 2012 City
Council election, she received the most
votes and became vice mayor. She also out-
polled Mayor Euille in six precincts.
In 2009, the Alexandria City Council
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By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

A
ldersgate Church Community
Theater (ACCT) is staging the
light-hearted classic comedy
“Cheaper by the Dozen” July 3-

19 in Alexandria.
The play is based on the biographical

novel written by Frank Bunker Gilbreth, Jr.
and Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, published in
1948. It tells the story of time and motion
study and efficiency experts Frank Bunker
Gilbreth and Lillian Moller Gilbreth, and
their 12 children. It was made into a 1950
film starring Clifton Webb and Myrna Loy.

Director Becky Patton wanted to direct
“Cheaper by the Dozen” because it was one
of her favorite books. “Today, the thought
of raising a dozen children makes me want
to run screaming in the other direction;
however, directing this wonderful group of
actors has been an enormous amount of
fun,” she said.

She said Gilbreth Sr. was a time and mo-
tion study expert; his wife Lillian was one
of the very first industrial psychologists. And
together their work paved the way for the
modern study of ergonomics.“The push to
become ‘the most efficient family in
America’ has its price, but is not without
plenty of humor,” she said.

She said the cast has a variety of acting
experience (or none, in several cases), and
she wanted to help the newcomers enjoy
their first experience while not boring the
old hands. Part of their enthusiasm has
stemmed from the research the actors have
done on their individual characters, since
this is basically a true story. “We also spent
time talking about how families interact and
really enjoyed the dynamics,” she said. “ I
had each one create a back story for their
character — what they liked, who their ally
was in the family, what their favorite sub-
ject was,” she added.

“I would be remiss if I didn’t point out to

you that this show is only
possible through the
hard work and dedica-
tion of many people, in
addition to the actors ...
Set builders, painters,
and decorators, sound,
lighting and properties
designers, stage manag-
ers, costumers, the ticket
booth and concession-
aires, and of course, my
fabulous producers who
kept everyone connected
and the show moving for-
ward,” she said. “I want
to give the marvelous
technical crew a shout
out for making ‘Cheaper’
the endearing production
it is today.”

James McDaniel plays
the role of the father, a
historical figure, had a
major influence on scientific management
and management in general. “He is a little
behind the social fashions and conventions
of the day; his value system is still rooted
in the previous (Victorian) age, so he is in
conflict with the growing independence of
his daughters who want to adopt the cur-
rent fashion and conventions,” he said.

He said that a strong theme throughout
the show is the father’s concern that “time
is precious.”

He added: “I hope the audience will com-
pare, reflect upon, and cherish relationships
with their own family members. It will re-
mind audiences that there will always be
conflicts between young and old, but we
can still love, respect and support one an-
other.”

Brevan Collins plays the role of Larry, a
senior in high school who plays fullback for
the Montclair High School football team.
“He really likes Anne, but is afraid to ask
her out at first because her dad is very

scary,” he said.
It has been a

challenge for him
to play someone
who is five years
older, he said. “I
don’t really know
how a 17-year-old
acts or thinks be-
cause I am 12. I
have been using
my script and
watching how the
older teens act,”
he said.

Alyssa Denton
plays the role of
Anne, the oldest
child in the
Gilbreth family
who wants to fit in

— whether that be with clothing, the way
she carries herself or wanting to impress
boys. “She faces troubles when her family
prevents her from doing as she wishes and
to focus solely on schoolwork and skipping
grades,” she said.

“While on the surface they can appear
very shallow, I wanted to find the deeper
meaning to her wanting a boyfriend,” she
said.

Zack Collison plays the role of Bill, a typi-
cal younger brother who enjoys bothering
his older siblings but likes to cover it up in
front of their dad. “At one point in the show
I have to chaperone my oldest sister on a
date which makes me more disturbing to
her than the others,” he said.

He hopes the audience will see how real
life was for the Gilbreth family — and dis-
cover what life meant for them each as an
individual and together as a family.

Suzanne Martin plays the role of the
mother, Lillian Gilbreth. “Lillian Gilbreth
was a brilliant women with educational
credits that would be impressive even in our
times,” she said.

She has been reading Lillian’s autobiog-
raphy, and she said the play takes some lib-
erties with many of the life events in the
Gilbreth family. “I have found I needed to
take a step back and look at the messages
the play would like to deliver, and step a
bit further from the events and Lillian’s true
reactions to them,” she said.

She added: “I hope audience members go
home and call/write/see their loved ones
and tell them how special they are to them,”
she said.

Lyndsey Lawrence plays the role of Lillian,
the second-youngest daughter in a 12-child

family. At age 11, she hasn’t found her-
self at the center of boy-craziness like the
rest of her sisters. “Her disinterest in boys
and interest in other childlike things pre-

Comedy tells of efficiency expert
who raises a family with 12 children.

Mother (Suzanne Martin) and Dad (James McDaniel)
star in ACCT’s production of “Cheaper by the Dozen.”

vents her from bonding with her sisters, but
brings her closer to the younger kids in the
family,” she said.

She said a challenge was having to por-
tray herself much younger than she is, and
being very energetic and bubbly every sec-
ond she was on stage. “This was a change
for me since I’m usually cast in roles with
the character being much older or having a
meaner personality,” she said.

Olivia Hays plays the role of Martha, the
third oldest child in the Gilbreth family.
“She, like her older sisters, has her focus
set on attracting boys and wanting to fit in,”
she said. “Martha always means well, but
sometimes her judgment is clouded.”

“My challenge in developing her charac-
ter, was balancing my delivery of lines so
that her immaturity doesn’t come off as lack
of intelligence,” she said.

She added: “Every family has its quirks,
and the Gilbreth family is no exception.
Though the Gilbreth family is a little wacky,
especially with the father’s emphasis on ef-
ficiency in the home, its members value
their time together. My hope is that the au-
dience members enjoy the Gilbreths, and
are reminded, even if just in a small way,
what makes their families special.”

Producer Leah Hays said, “Each time the
cast rehearses, the father’s response to
Anne’s question in Act III gives me pause,
“... It’s for where your heart lies — that’s
what you save time for.”

Aldersgate Church Community Theater is
staging “Cheaper by the Dozen” July 3-19 in
Alexandria. Show times are July 3, 10, 11,
16, 17 and 18 at 8 p.m. and July 5, 12, and
19 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $15/general; $12/
students and seniors. Aldersgate United Meth-
odist Church is located at 1301 Collingwood
Road in Alexandria. For more information,
visit wwwacctonline.org.

The cast of ACCT’s production of “Cheaper by the Dozen” includes: (Back row): Lillian
(Lyndsey Lawrence), Anne (Alyssa Denton), Dad (James McDaniel), Martha (Olivia Hays)
and Ernestine (Jenna Martin). (Front row): Frank (Quinten Hoagland), Dan (Johnie
Hays), Jackie (Jovan Morales-Shackleford), and Bill (Zack Collison).

Entertainment

ACCT Stages ‘Cheaper by the Dozen’
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127 N. Washington St.
703-548-4661

Come celebrate with us at Old Town’s
most authentic Country French

restaurant since 1983
Tuesday, July 14th is

Bastille Day!

Exp. 7/31/15

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
“Art Uniting People” Exhibit.

Through July 9, Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. on the 2nd floor hallway
at Alexandria City Hall, 301 King St.
The exhibit is designed to raise
awareness about the stigma faced by
those with mental illness, substance
use disorders, and intellectual
disabilities. Admission is free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov.

“Saturate.” Through July 19 during
gallery hours at the Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Six artists use different
mediums to convey moisture. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org.

“Boundaries & Borders.” During
gallery hours through July at the
Target Gallery at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Artists
were inspired the “outsider’s
perspective” for this exhibit. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org.

“Magical, Mystical Animals.”
Through July 25, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
daily at The Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. Studio 18. Artists will
display art inspired by childhood
stories and mythical creatures.
Admission is free. Visit
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

Mt. Vernon Recreation Center Art
Class Exhibit. Through July 28,
Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Saturday 7 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sunday 7
a.m.-6 p.m. at Saint Elmo’s Coffee
Pub, 2300 Mt. Vernon Ave. View
drawings and paintings done by the
senior art class. Free. Visit
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com.

Hollin Meadows Summertime
Writing Nights. 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Mondays through Aug. 17 at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Families and
elementary students (grades
kindergarten through third) can read,
write and talk with teachers. Free.
Email
Hollinmeadowses.KeepInTouch@fcps.edu
for more.

Cool Yoga. Wednesdays through Sept.
4, 6:30–7:30 p.m. at 1900 Mt.
Vernon Ave. Participate in group
yoga sessions taught by Prasada
Yoga’s Maureen Clyne and enjoy
refreshments provided by St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub and other local eateries.
Suitable for all levels. Bring mat,
towel and water. Free. Call 703-671-
2000.

Special Family Museum Tours.
Saturdays through Sept. 7, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N Royal St. Flexible tours and

hands-on activities provide a deeper
experience into the social and
political life of Alexandria in the 18th

and 19th centuries. Tickets are $5 for
adults ($4 with AAA card), $3
children ages 5-12, and children ages
4 and under as well as Alexandria
Public School and Blue Star families
receive free admission. Coupons
accepted. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org for more.

Baseball Boat to Nationals Park.
Through Sept. 26 at various time.
Leaves from the Alexandria Marina, 1
Cameron St. Baseball fans can avoid
heavy traffic and cruise along the
Potomac to Nationals Park. Tickets
are $20 one-way and $25 round-trip.
Visit www.potomacriverboatco.com/
baseball-boat.php.

Doggy Happy Hour. Tuesdays
through Oct. at 5-8 p.m. at Jackson
20, 480 King St. Enjoy discounted
drinks and treats with one’s dog.
Free. Visit www.jackson20.com/
buzzevents_events.php.

Water Taxi to the National Mall.
Through Nov. 1, at various times at
Alexandria Marina, 1 Cameron St.
Cruise from Old Town to D.C. on the
Miss Sophia, while stopping view
some of the area’s most popular
attractions. Tickets are $28 roundtrip
and $14 one-way for adults. For
children under 12, tickets are $16
roundtrip and $8 one-way. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com/.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria-a $26 added
value. Visit
www.PresPassport.Monticello.org for
more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon-5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. Noon
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour

that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 pm.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is
open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to Park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Art for Life. Third Thursday of every
month. 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Hyatt
Regency Crystal City has partnered
will the National Kidney Foundation
for a program highlighting a different
artist each month for a year.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more. Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Tiny Dancers 2015 Summer

Camps. Each session includes daily
instruction in ballet, a snack, fine
motor exercise through a theme-
related craft and a story with dress-
up dance interpretation. The session
culminates with a recital and
reception. Tiny Dancers is designed
for ages 2-12, featuring a
performance based ballet, tap, jazz
and musical theater curriculum. The
studio is located at 621 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Call 703-
739-0900 or visit
www.tinydancers.com for more.

Art League Summer Camps.
Registration for Summer Art Camp
2015 is now open.

Art Camps run Monday to Friday, June
22-Aug. 21. Camps are available for
ages 5 and older, with morning,
afternoon, or all day options.
Subjects include: drawing,
cartooning, painting, photography,
ceramics, sculpture, jewelry, fiber
arts, clay animation, and Basic Art
Camp (a new medium each day).
$155-$345. Visit
www.theartleague.org/content/
art_camp for more.

2015 Youth Summer Art Camp.
July 20-25 or July 27-31 at Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave. Youth ages 8-14 spend one

Entertainment
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week creating art and learning creative
techniques, followed by a one-day
gallery show. All art supplies, lunch,
and snacks are provided. $300 per
child. Scholarships are available. See
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
ArtCamp.

Grown-Ups Art Camp. June 29-July
17 at Del Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Adult art instruction
including 37 workshops and events.
Classes range from working with
resin to polymer clay; from creating a
monotype or paper masterpiece to
learning how to tango. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org.

Summer of Smiles. The Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities’
Summer Fun Guide, is now available.
Summer camps and activities are
available for youth ages 2-17 and
include sports, dance, creative arts,
computer, chess, enrichment, nature,
adventure, Out of School Time
(residents only) and classic camps.
The guide has an index listing camps
by week offered and age group.
Register online or in-person at the
Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. The
Summer Fun Guide is available for
download at www.alexandriava.gov/
Recreation. Free printed brochures
will be available at City Hall,
recreation centers, and public
libraries. Call the Registration and
Reservation Office at 703-746-5414.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.
every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
our live models. Fee ranges from $8-
$12. All skill levels are welcome. Del
Ray Artisans is located at 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

Community Yoga. Wednesdays 9:30-
10:30 a.m. and Sundays 7:30-8:45
p.m. at 532YOGA, 532 N.
Washington St. Suite 100. No
experience required to participate in
weekly community class. Suggested
$10 donation. Visit
www.532yoga.com.

Tween Yoga. Thursdays, May 28-July
16. 4-5 p.m. at at 532YOGA, 532 N.
Washington St. Suite 100. 532Yoga
uses yoga to help tweens develop
greater self-confidence. The
workshop fee is $125 or $20 for
drop-in classes. Visit
www.532Yoga.com.

Drawing and Painting Lab for
Teens. Wednesdays, June 24-July
15, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Teens ages 13-17 may explore
techniques including concepts of
shape, line, texture and color
blending. The fee is $77 for four 2-
hour lessons. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring.

FRIDAY/JULY 3
Free Noontime Concert. 12-12:30

p.m. at Historic Christ Church, 118 N
Washington St. The Choir of Men &
Boys from Christ Church Cathedral,
Ottawa, will present a free informal
concert. Admission is free. Visit
www.HistoricChristChurch.org or call
703-778-4931.

Friday Evening Garden Tour. 7-8

p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Master Gardener
docents will highlight the summer
sights, fragrances and sounds at the
end of the day, when changing light
accentuates different plants and
landscape features. Refreshments
also available. Admission is $12
person for each tour. Register on-line
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring using code 290 302
6901.

Bilal. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. R&B
artist and wide-range vocalist Bilal
performs. Tickets start at $35. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 4
An American Celebration at

Mount Vernon. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at
George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway. Mount Vernon will pay
tribute to the first president of the
United States with a display of made-
for-daytime fireworks. The event also
includes military reenactments, a
wreath-laying ceremony, and free
“Happy Birthday, America!” birthday
cake while supplies last. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

Pohick Church Tours. 1-3 p.m. at
Pohick Church, 9301 Richmond
Highway. During the colonial period,
Pohick Church was the congregation
of many of the area’s most prominent
families, including the Washingtons,
Masons and Fairfaxes. Free. Visit
www.pohick.org.

SUNDAY/JULY 5
Author Talk: Mikey “J.” 2-3 p.m. at

the Beatley Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Mikey “J,” discusses his
work and shares readings from his
book, “Color of Word.” Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us. for more.

JULY 6-AUG. 24
Yoga for
Gardeners. Mondays,
9:45-10:45 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring
Road. This class is a
gentle introduction to
the Vinyasa method
which helps
participants increase
the strength, flexibility
and endurance
necessary for
gardening. The class is
held indoors. The class
is $86 per person.
Register on-line at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/greenspring.

TUESDAY/JULY 7
Tuesday Morning
Stroll. 11 a.m.-12
p.m. at the Simpson
Park Gardens, 420 E.
Monroe St. Residents
are invited to visit the
garden, receive free
seed packets and have
their gardening
questions answered by
experts. Free. Contact
carol_kilroy@comcast.net
for more.
Michael
Fisherkeller Talk.
7-8 p.m. at Morrison
House Hotel, 116 S
Alfred St. Michael
Fischerkeller, a
Torpedo Factory
visiting artist, will be
talking about his
artwork which
incorporates images
from pre-Raphaelite
artwork into his street-
art inspired paintings
to represent

contemporary issues. Admission is
free. Call Tatyana Schremko at 703-
548-1750 or email her at
tatyana.ss@verizon.net.

TUESDAY-FRIDAY/JULY 7-10
Dance Class: Jane Franklin Dance.

10-11:30 a.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Body integration for
the individual is the class’s primary
goal while encouraging flexibility,
strength, and coordination. Enroll at
www.JaneFranklin.com.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 8
Sonic Saturation. 7 p.m at

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Instrumentalist Tom Teasley
performs live with sound created
using water to provide an enhanced
experience to the works in Saturate.
Tickets are $15. Visit nvfaa.org for
more.

Swing Dance with DJ Dabe
Murphy. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 S Pickett St. DJ swing
dance featuring the music of the
1930s, 1940s, ‘950s, and some
contemporary favorites. Tickets are
$6. Visit www.gottaswing.com.

THURSDAY/JULY 9
Robert Earl Keen. 7:30 p.m. at The

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Country music artist
performs “The Bluegrass Sessions”
with guest The Hello Strangers.
Tickets start at $49.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

FRIDAY/JULY 10
Jason D. Williams and Dale

Watson & The Lodestars. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere Music Hall,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Combining
both country and rock, Jason D.

Williams performs along with Dale
Watson. Tickets start at $25. Visit
www.birchmere.com/calendar/ for
tickets.

Tom Principato Band. 8 p.m. at The
Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger Ave.
Tom Principato performs his
trademark guitar riffs live. Tickets
start at $25. There is a $25 minimum
food and beverage purchase required
per guest, except for general
admission tickets. Visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

Four Mile Summer Movie Festival.
Movies start at dusk and are shown
at the Four Mile Conservatory
Building, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave.
National Community Church’s
inaugural summer movie festival is
co-sponsored by the City of
Alexandria. Film schedule is as
follows: Friday, July 10, “The Lego
Movie;” Friday, Aug. 7, “Mcfarland
USA;” Friday, Sept. 11, “Cool
Runnings.” Bring a blanket or chair.
Free. Visit www.theaterchurch.com
for more.

JULY 10-19
Alexandria Live Music Week.

Various times at venues throughout
the city. Find music from almost
every genre. Admission varies by
venus. Visit www.livemusicweek.com
for a full schedule.

SATURDAY/JULY 11
Alexandria’s Historic Breweries

Guided Tour and Tasting. 10
a.m.-12:30 p.m. in Old Town. Learn
about the history of local breweries
on a walking tour. Tickets are $20.
Visit www.visitalexandriava.com/
things-to-do/summer-in-alexandria/.

Gardening Exposition. 10:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. at Burke Branch Library,
4701 Seminary Road. The Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia
provide a program on container
gardening and composting with
focuses ranging from selecting and
potting plants to building a compost
pile. Free. Enroll at mgnv.org.

Canine Cruise. 11 a.m. at Alexandria
City Marina, 1 Cameron St. The
family dog is welcome to join in on
an hour-long cruise through the
Alexandria Seaport. Tickets are $16
for adults and $10 for children. Dogs
ride free. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com.

Old Fashioned Cookout and Talent
Showcase 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Fort
Hunt Park. 8999 Fort Hunt Road.
Fun family event with lots of food,
music, door prizes, games, face
painting for children, a photo booth,
and a talent show. Tickets are $16
for adults, $8 for ages 6-12, free for
children 6 and under. For tickets,
contact smiles0406@hotmail.com or
lderamous@hotmail.com.

Alexandria/USA Birthday
Celebration. 7-10 p.m. at Oronoco
Bay Park, 100 Madison St. Watch
fireworks and live entertainment.
Free. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com/
alexandria-birthday-celebration for
more.

Old Time Banjo Festival. 7:30 p.m.
at The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. 9th Annual Mike
Seeger commemorative festival,
featuring Cathy Fink, Marcy Marxer,
Jayme Stone, David Reed, and Adam
Hurt. Tickets start at $29.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com/calendar.

MONDAY/JULY 13
Gardening Program. 7-8:30 p.m. at

Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. The Master Gardeners of Northern
Virginia present “Rebooting Your
Summer Herb Garden,” a session
focused on maintenance and helpful
tips. Free. Register at mgnv.org.

Mount Vernon’s annual Independence Day cel-
ebration is an all-day event. Guest will be greeted
by “General and Mrs. Washington,” may listen to
a reading of the Declaration of Independence,
watch battle reenactments and more. Free “Happy
Birthday, America!” birthday cake will be served
while supplies last on the Bowling Green after a
made-for-daytime fireworks show over the
Potomac. Activities are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Visit
www.mount vernon.org for a full schedule.

Independence Day
At Mount Vernon

Entertainment

See Calendar,  Page 17
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Entertainment

By Hope Nelson

Gazette Packet

Q
uick: Think of a traditionally “kid-
friendly” restaurant. It’s likely
that one particular genre comes

to mind: A loud establishment teeming with
chaos, impatient servers, and a small
children’s menu offering the usual fare for

your little ones. But the face of
“family-friendly” dining is
changing, and some of the res-

taurants leading the way in Alexandria may
surprise you.

Jackson 20, 480 King St.
Wait, wait. Jackson

20, as in the upscale
restaurant adjacent to
the Hotel Monaco on
King Street?

OK, it’s true: At first
blush, Jackson 20 may
not seem like the ideal
fit for a night out with
the whole clan. But
manager Andrew
Carlson says that per-
ception couldn’t be fur-
ther from reality.

Families “want to go
out and have a good
dining experience with their kids,” he said.
And he’s adamant in ensuring that his res-
taurant provides a relaxing, friendly envi-
ronment for diners of all ages.

“(Children) are here to eat, too,” he
added.

Changing Face of
Family-Friendly Dining

Pop in to Jackson 20 on any nor-
mal weekend and you’ll find the
brunch offerings and ambience to be
a welcome respite from some of the
more stuffy suits in town. Offering a
special children’s menu aimed at “the
Future Presidents of America,” the
kitchen boasts favorites such as pan-
cakes and PBJs, as well as an egg
sandwich and scrambled eggs with
bacon. Coming for lunch instead?
Your future president can select sev-
eral different versions of sliders, as
well as a child-friendly version of one
of the restaurant’s specialties.

“Kids love our mac and cheese,”
Carlson said, add-
ing that since little
ones’ palates often
haven’t adjusted to
the intricacies of sharper,
spicier cheeses, the
children’s version is pre-
pared with American
and cheddar.

This time of year,
Carlson says, the restau-
rant sees a spike in fami-
lies coming through at
all times of the day and
night. Tourist season is in
full swing, and diners of

all ages are hungry. And Carlson says he
and the staff are ready: He knows it takes
just a few extra seconds to pull out a high
chair or provide crayons for young guests,
and that extra time goes an awfully long
way for mealtime peace.

For children and adults alike, the sweet-
est reward comes at the end of the meal.
Pie has made its way to Jackson 20, and
kids of all ages should rejoice.

“I have been preaching pies for three
years,” Carlson said, and his persistence has
paid off. Seasonal pies are making their way
to the menu, and the rotating offerings are
seemingly limitless, ebbing and flowing be-
tween Mississippi mud pie, banana-cream
pie, and strawberry pie, just to name a few.

Noteworthy:
❖Caphe Banh Mi, 407 Cameron St.

This popular Vietnamese eatery in the
shadow of City Hall may appear to have a
menu that’s intimidating to many kids, but
they have an off-menu pho option aimed

Upscale restaurants accomodate children.

for younger diners’ palates. On the menu,
their rice and vermicelli-noodle options are
also good ones for children to cut their teeth
on, so to speak.
❖Momo Sushi, 212 Queen St.

Sushi may not seem like the most wel-
coming choice for families of all ages, but
Momo does it right. More adventurous
young eaters can try some of the
restaurant’s specialty rolls, such as the Philly
roll (rice rolled with salmon, cream cheese,
and cucumber) or the spider roll (rice rolled
with fried crab, cucumber, and avocado).
In terms of more toned-down but still tasty
options, try the avocado or oshinko rolls.

Jackson 20 caters to the “Future Presidents of America”– and adults too.

Appetite

Jackson 20
Address: 480 King St., Alexandria
Open: Weekday breakfast, lunch,

and dinner; weekends brunch and
dinner.

Top child-friendly seller: Mac and
cheese.

Something new: The restaurant
recently launched a new Lunch Line
campaign; check out their Twitter
hashtag at #WhenPigsFly to vie for
a free meal on your lunch hour.

If You Go

Hope Nelson owns and operates The Kitchen
Recessionista blog, which can be found at
www.kitchenrecessionista.com.

SUNDAY/JULY 12
Southside Johnny & The Asbury

Jukes. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Closely associated with Bruce
Springsteen, Southside Johnny and
his band performs live. Tickets start
at $39.50. Visit www.birchmere.com.

TUESDAY/JULY 14
Toad the Wet Sprocket. 7:30 p.m. at

The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. American
alternative rock band perform with
guest Derik Hultquist. Tickets start at
$45. Visit www.birchmere.com.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 15
Toad the Wet Sprocket. 7:30 p.m. at

The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. American
alternative rock band perform with
guest Derik Hultquist. Tickets start at
$45. Visit www.birchmere.com/
calendar for more.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/JULY 16-18
The Bacon Brothers. 7:30 p.m. at

The Birchmere Music Hall 3701,
Mount Vernon Ave. The Bacon
Brothers is the American musical duo
of Michael Bacon and Kevin Bacon.

Although they have played music
together since they were boys, the
brothers have only been a working
band since 1995. Tickets are $39.50.
Visit www.birchmere.com/calendar
for more.

FRIDAY/JULY 17
Musical Tribute to Frank Sinatra.

8 p.m. at The Carlyle Club, 2050
Ballenger Ave. Tony Sands celebrates
100 years of Sinatra’s music. Tickets
start at $28. There is a $25 minimum
food and beverage purchase required
per guest, except for general
admission tickets. Visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 18
Tom Teasley: Sonic Saturation

Performance and Sound
Installation. 7 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. This one-
time installation, inspired and
created with water, will include pre-
recorded ambient sound combined
with live performance on unusual
instruments. $15 admission. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

Marine Chamber Orchestra
Concert Series. 7:30 p.m. at The
Schlesinger Center, 4915 East
Campus Drive. The United States
Marine Chamber Orchestra continues
isummer concert series. Free. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/JULY 17-18
Comcast Outdoor Film Festival.

5:30 p.m. at Waterfront Park. Watch
films on a 40-foot inflatable movie
screen. Films are as follows: Friday,
July 17 – “How to Train Your Dragon
2” (PG); Saturday, July 18 – “X-Men:
Days of Future Past” (PG-13). Bring
blankets and chairs. Free. Visit
www.AlexandriaFilmFest.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 18
“Solo Baroque.” 3 p.m. at The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Listen
to Baroque violinist Michael de
Sapio. Free. Donations accepted. Call
703-409-5859.

JULY 18-24
“Jon Meadows – A Soldier’s

Voice.” Opening reception is on
July 18, at 6 p.m. Gallery hours
Monday–Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.,
Thursday, 10 a.m.–9 p.m., and
Sunday, 12-6 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N Union St,
Studio 12. Veteran Army Staff Sgt.
Jon Meadows tells his story through
visual art. Admission is free. Visit
www.theartleague.com.

SUNDAY/JULY 19
Ambrosia. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere

Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.

An American rock band from
California performs live. Tickets start
at $29.50. Visit www.birchmere.com.

MONDAY/JULY 20
Jonny Lang. 7:30 p.m. at The

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Jonny Lang brings
modern blues to the Birchmere.
Tickets start at $69.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com/calendar.

TUESDAY/JULY 21
Genealogical Clues in Records. 1-3

p.m. at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. Learn how
to find clues about your ancestors in
legal documents in Chuck Mason’s
talk: “Understanding the Hidden
Clues in Records.” Free. Visit
www.mvgenealogy.org.

Steeleye Span Concert. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon
Ave. British folk rock group Steeleye
Span performs. Tickets start at $35.
Visit www.birchmere.com.

JULY 23-SEPT. 6
“Fields.” Gallery hours at The

Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince St.
Artists David Carlson and Pat Goslee
make art based on their interests in
spiritual exploration and energy
fields. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 23
Peter White and Richard Elliot.

7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Jazz
musicians perform live at the
Birchmere. Tickets start at $45. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

FRIDAY/JULY 24
Golf Classic. All day at Old Hickory

Golf Club, 11921 Chanceford Drive,
Woodbridge. Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce hosts their Annual Golf
Classic. Tickets start at $250. Visit
www.alexchamber.com.

A Tribute to Earth Wind & Fire,
The Emotions. 8 p.m. at The
Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger Ave.
The Brencore Allstars Band performs
hits from Earth Wind and Fire and
The Emotions. Tickets start at $30.
There is a $25 minimum food and
beverage purchase required per
guest, except for general admission
tickets. Visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 25
Red, White & Beagle. 6-10 p.m. at

River Farm, 7931 E. Boulevard Drive.
The Beagle Freedom Project will
present their first fundraiser. Find
dinner, music and the “DC7” Beagles.
General admission is $150, VIP
tickets are $200. Visit
www.redwhiteandbeagle.com.

Calendar

From Page 16
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

From Page 11

Letters

changed the elections schedule to increase
voter participation. Knowing the historical
trend of Democratic voter performance in
Alexandria, it’s no secret that whoever won
the Democratic nomination will most likely
be elected mayor in the general election.
Thus, Alexandrians knew that their best
chance to elect their mayor, needed to par-
ticipate in the Democratic primary. Although
the voter history data won’t be available for
several months, people hypothesize that
Vice Mayor Silberberg won by attracting
Republican voters and Independent voters
to the Democratic primary. I disagree.
Vice Mayor Silberberg ran a masterful cam-
paign that attracted different kinds of vot-
ers to vote Democrat across the city by talk-
ing to non-voters, swing voters and new
voters. She won 11 out of the 26 precincts
citywide, from Chinquapin to Agudas
Achim, from MacArthur to George Mason,
from the Hermitage to the Durant Center,
from Lyles Crouch to City Hall. Voter turn-
out exceeded the 2013, 2012 and 2009 June
Democratic primaries. That’s her formula
for success in November and her mandate
to govern our city.
Don’t make it harder for her. My fellow
Democrats, support a popular nominee who
brings a new vision of thoughtful leader-
ship for all Alexandrians. Stop the whining
and shenanigans. Get to work. We must do
better.

Eileen Cassidy Rivera
Campaign Co-Chair, Silberberg

for Mayor of the City of Alexandria
Former School Board Member,
Alexandria City Public Schools

Bike Lanes Revisited
To the Editor:

Alexandria residents on King Street
(Rosemont Avenue to Janney’s Lane) look
out on empty bike lanes that occupy 30
percent of the roadway. A year ago park-
ing, available to residents when they bought
their homes, was removed and the road-
way was narrowed two feet to accommo-
date these bike lanes.

On May 15, “Bike to Work Day,” I counted
only 15 bike riders using this section of King
Street between 7 - 9 a.m.. Weather was
beautiful — sunny, with a few clouds and
temperatures in the upper 50’s. During the
same time period there were 1,978 motor-

ized vehicles (includes 76 buses). There was
plenty of room on the sidewalk to accom-
modate the 15 bike riders or they could have
used the Masonic Memorial Bike Trail.
These options especially make sense when
you view pictures taken by residents docu-
menting the dangerous overlap of vehicles
into the bike lanes.

The city has committed to review the de-
cision on King Street bike lanes by October
2015. Considering (a year after implemen-
tation) that only 15 bike riders traveled this
section of King Street during morning rush
hour on a day designated “Bike to Work”
makes the case to reverse the decision for
these dedicated bike lanes. At the time of
implementation city plans advised that King
Street had a low potential for bike lane us-
age, suggested alternative bike lane routes,
and did not suggest the removal of on-street
parking which served as a buffer. Basically
empty bike lanes have proven the wisdom
of these original plans.

Restore King Street for its primary users
— drivers of motorized vehicles and those
who live every day on this major roadway
to/from Old Town. Bring reality back to this
Complete Street plan.

Louise Welch
Alexandria

Disheartened
Residents
To the Editor:

It’s really disheartening to live in this
wonderful city I call home and watch it
slowly lose its historic charm, ambience and
cache. With each and every planning deci-
sion, we are slowly becoming just like ev-
ery other city. And it’s all because current
decision makers apparently have little con-
cern about anything but getting things built.

This is also disheartening since the mayor
of storied Charleston told us at a confer-
ence here several years ago how to get the
kind of development that protects the his-
toric character of our city. Mayor Riley, again
in the news with the recent horrific shoot-
ing and a 10-term mayor, told conferees that
he tells developers what he and Charleston
want and furthermore, demands it … and
consequently gets it. What Alexandria de-
cision makers depend on instead is the prop-
erty owners and developers telling us what
we can have.

What is even more disheartening is that
it continues in spades. A visiting professor
from Cornell just told us that what we’re
getting is not worth having — in so many
words. Nothing will make me forget what
a mother told a group of us in a local coffee
shop as we were condemning this lack of
good architecture. She said she and her 10-
year-old son were driving by Potomac Yard
when her son asked why we were building
all those “jails.” Imagine. Out of the mouth
of babes. Someone who recognizes lousy
design even at a young age.

Furthermore, it is disheartening when
certain Alexandria residents keep asserting
in the press that those of us who live in Old
Town don’t want development, that in fact
we like the run-down waterfront. Nothing
is further from the truth. We do want de-
velopment and redevelopment, but we want
architecture that defines us, not takes away
what little historic fabric we have left.

Linda Couture
Alexandria

How Not to Run
A Meeting
To the Editor:

The other night, I attended the Old Town
Area Parking Study (OTAPS) group meet-
ing at City Hall. The meeting started off with
the chairperson asking for comments from

the public. I was aghast, since not one item
on the agenda had even been discussed.
What were the citizens in attendance go-
ing to base their comments upon? As a re-
sult, only a few citizens commented at this
meeting.

The city should be specific as to how their
boards, commissions and committees run
their meetings. In my opinion, those that
cover their entire agenda and then request
public comments also do a disservice to the
process.

The most effectively run meetings should
use an agenda, and after each item on the
agenda is discussed, public comments are
then solicited prior to voting on the issue.
In this manner, comments by the citizens
attending the meeting are germane and
timely to the issue being discussed, which
makes for a truly democratic process.

In addition, it would behoove all chair-
persons to become familiar with Roberts
Rules of Order, so they can efficiently run
their meetings. Recently I witnessed a chair-
person who was totally unaware of how to
conduct a vote, and had to have another
committee member do it instead. In some
cases, city staff appoints the committee
chairperson, so staff needs to ensure that
the individuals whom they select are pro-
vided a set of guidelines (as a minimum)
on how to run a meeting.

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

scores are present in the currently re-
quired subgroup data and the extra sup-
ports that my school put in place helped
him. Dominic has ADHD and auditory
processing disorder, which means he has
difficulty with focus and attention as well
as difficulty comprehending information
presented orally. As part of the extra sup-
ports my school put in place, Dominic
was in a co-teaching model classroom
with both a general education teacher
and a special education teacher. Having
two teachers gave us flexibility to create
small groups and to extend and
remediate student learning better. With
Dominic, we also used strategies such as

visual prompts with directions and
prewritten notes or visuals for him to re-
fer to during lessons. As a result, when
Dominic asks about his progress, he and I
are both are both happy with the outcome.

ECAA should require states to account
for and support Dominic and students like
him. Accountability and remediation mea-
sures are the minimum that states should
be doing to track and promote their stu-
dents’ progress. States and districts will
still have the necessary discretion to craft
supports best suited for their students, but
ECAA must make sure that this protection
is in place for all students.

A long-time Alexandria City resident, Nicole
Thorpe is a special education resource teacher at
Ingenuity Prep Public Charter School in Washing-
ton, D.C. She is a Teach Plus Teaching Policy
Fellow.

From Page 10

Accountability
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See Rail,  Page 22

Opinion

By Ellen Hamilton

I
 sit on the AT2X bus taking me home from work.
It pulls out of Mark Center and onto the Semi-
nary Road bridge over 395. I can see below
four lanes of cars, packed and barely moving.

It’s like this every day. North-bound lanes are busy
too.

Alexandria is at the crossroads of being a small
car-dependent city to being a well-connected, mod-
ern city with transit options including bus, train,

metro and light rail. But we’re not
there yet. At the moment the
roadblock to light rail is often
cited as financial. The alternative

to rail is always bus. Alexandria has a great bus sys-
tem, which is used by lots of people. White collar
workers, blue collar workers, natives, locals, blacks,
whites, short, tall, Episcopalians ...

The reasons that bus will never be as good as light
rail are these:

1. Complicated bus names and routes confuse
people and discourage tourists

2. Buses get stuck in traffic
3. Rubber tires and fuel burning are wasteful and

polluting
4. Rail predictablility draws business
1. Complexity: Being near the nation’s capital gives

Alexandria the dubious benefit of having two bus
systems. We have Metrobus, which connects north-
ern Virginia to the D.C. metro area, and Alexandria’s
own non-profit bus system, established in the early
‘80s. This has resulted in a dual naming system, both
using combinations of letters and numbers: Dash’s
AT2, AT7 etc, and Metrobus’s 1A, 3B, 28A etc. A new
rider is required to visit two websites for two sets of
bus lines.

Being unhindered by rails, the bus system feels the
need to give us multiple route options. On the num-
ber two, every third bus stops at all stops. The oth-
ers don’t stop at all. One goes left around the lot.
The other avoids the lot. People need predictability
in their commute. Nothing is more predictable than
a vehicle on steel rails.

I spent my teen years in Germany where I rode
light rail, or the “trolley” to school. The town, Kassel,
is about the same size as Alexandria. The trolley came
every seven minutes. There was the four, the two,
the eight, the one. Let us take inspiration from Eu-
rope and keep it simple.

What about tourists? In 2014 Alexandria was vis-
ited by over one million people, according to Alex-
andria Convention and Visitor’s Association. We get
students coming to our schools, researchers coming
to work in Washington, tourists, conference attend-
ees and more. My uncle was coming to visit and asked

about taking the bus to the Mark Center Hilton.
Would a visitor take the time to research the AT2
versus the 28A? You know your transit system has
arrived when tourists will use it.

2. Traffic: The trolley cars in Kassel sometimes
shared lanes with cars. Most of the time they had
their own lane. The number two bus takes King Street
from King Street Station. Every evening on the way
home we sit in rush hour traffic. I don’t know if there
is any solution for that stretch of road, but lanes that
are dedicated to rail will avoid this issue.

3. Wastefulness and pollution: Once while driving
out west at the foot of an idyllic mountain, I saw an
enormous pile of tires. The website rubberecycle.com
says that every year Americans throw out 290 mil-
lion rubber tires. Although this waste crisis has cre-
ated innovative recycled rubber products, we could
reduce rubber waste in the first place. Let us use
fewer tires and switch to rail.

Noise pollution: Once while visiting Switzerland,
I was riding the trolley through a typical pedestrian-
only town center. Two elderly ladies were happily
chatting away as we passed by. I remember it being
quiet with only the sound of the rails and people. I
thought about how freedom of movement for the
old and young seemed to make people happy. Over-
head wires were not really noticable. What was
noticable was how quiet a car-free street is.

Air pollution: Buses can run on gasoline, diesel fuel,
compressed natural gas and even hydrogen fuel cells,
with varying costs and emmissions for each technol-
ogy. Rail runs on centrally produced electricity and
produces no local pollution.

4. Rail draws business: Development along the DC
Metro system shows what a powerful magnet rail is
to businesses. I’m not hearing developers advertis-
ing new buildings with, “Buy here, we’re on the 28A
bus line!”

COST OF INFRASTRUCTURE
This country is young. Scotland built its network

of railroads in the mid 1800s, using competition
among companies and government support of the
expansion to quickly build tracks serving the south-
western counties. However, the U.S. has grown so
quickly over the last 250 years that our main infra-
structure is asphalt. That was just a holding plan.
The real infrastructure, railroads, is yet to come.
When we needed sidewalks, did everyone complain
and say we can’t afford to put in sidewalks? No. Side-
walks were built and have been used ever since.

I was devastated when I read that Arlington aban-
doned its light rail plans for Columbia Pike. What a
blow to the business community, the old ladies, the

A trolley car in Kassel, Germany
The Dash AT2X bus sits in traffic on
King street every day at rush hour.

Rail Is Better than Bus

Commentary
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West End Pediatrics

Dr. Denyse Bailey, Dr. Perdita Taylor-Zapata, and Dr. Lisa Rainey

5249 Duke Street, Suite 303
703-823-7400 • westendpediatrics.net

Fellows of the American Academy of Pediatrics
Board Certified in Pediatrics

For Children and Adolescents from Birth to Age 21

Our comprehensive services include:
Camp and School Physicals

General Pediatric Care
Travel Immunizations

Walk-in Hours
Same Day Appointments

Online access to lab results, immunization records,
and appointment scheduling.

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or complete

our online form at connectionnewspapers.com/pets
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is July 15.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in July

Wellbeing

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

I
t was a near accident at camp last summer that
sparked action by one parent. Elementary
school-aged campers splashed in the pool. Ev-
eryone was having fun. Then tragedy almost

struck.
Jackie Wheeler says one second her 7-year-old son

was frolicking on top of the water and the next he
was bobbing just below the surface, gasping for air.

“One of the counselors took his eyes off of Noah
for one second, and he started to struggle,” said Lee.
“Ultimately, the lifeguard had to jump in and save
him.”

Wheeler didn’t witness the incident, but its recount-
ing was difficult for her to hear. That brush with dan-
ger became a defining moment for her family. She
enrolled her son, who is now 8, and her daughter
Ava, who is 4, in private swimming lessons at the
YMCA in Bethesda, Md.

“I want them to be safe around the water, and I
want them to be able to save themselves or someone
else if necessary,” said Wheeler.

She’s not the only one thinking about safety. As
Independence Day approaches and time spent at the
pool, outside in sweltering temperatures and at fire-
works shows increases, public health and safety offi-
cials are working to raise awareness about potential
hazards.

WATER SAFETY
Ensuring that children learn to swim and keeping

a close watch on them at the pool or beach are two
ways that officials encourage water safety.

Parents and caregivers should also be mindful of
recreational water illnesses, which are caused by
swallowing or coming in contact with contaminated
water in swimming pools and other bodies of water.
Help reduce the risk of recreational water illnesses
by showering with soap and water before entering a
pool, taking frequent bathroom breaks and conduct-
ing regular diaper checks followed by washing hands
with soap and water, say local health officials.

HEAT SAFETY
Sunburn is another health concern when swim-

ming outdoors.
“Protect your skin and eyes from the sun’s damag-

From swimming to fireworks, safety precautions
for a festive Independence Day.

Ensuring a Safe Fourth of July

ing rays [by] wearing protective clothing and sun-
glasses,” said Kenya Fluellen, associate professor of
nursing at Northern Virginia Community College in
Alexandria. “Always use sunscreen with a minimum
SPF of 30.”

Heatstroke is the number two killer of children after
car crashes, and Fairfax County has joined with the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to
remind parents and caregivers about the dangers of
leaving children unattended in a car, particularly
during the summer, which can lead to heatstroke and
even death.

“You should never leave a child alone in the car,
and that is certainly true in the summer when the
temperatures are on the rise and cars get hot very
quickly,” said John Silcox, public safety information
officer, Fairfax County Health Department.

Fairfax County officials say there were 30 heat-
stroke deaths of children left in vehicles in 2014. Most
parents simply forgot their children were with them.
“Put something in the back of your car, such as a bag
or a cell phone, so you’d be certain to check before
leaving the car,” said Silcox.

FIREWORKS SAFETY
While fireworks are synonymous with July 4th cel-

ebrations, creating a fireworks display at home is il-
legal in some local jurisdictions. In both Alexandria
and Montgomery County, Md., for example, all fire-
works are illegal to possess or discharge, including
gold label sparklers. In Fairfax County, any firework
that explodes, emits a flame, sparks higher than 12
feet, or performs as a projectile is prohibited.

Details
Local Fireworks Laws and Safety Information
❖ Arlington: http://fire.arlingtonva.us/fire-code-information/

fireworks/
❖ Alexandria: http://alexandriava.gov/fire/info/

news_firedisplay.aspx?id=62314
❖ Fairfax County: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/prevention/

fmfireworks.htm

 Heat and Car Safety
❖ www.safercar.gov/parents/index.htm

Water Health and Safety
❖ www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/water-safety
❖ Arlington: http://health.arlingtonva.us/environmental-

health/recreational-water-illness-rwi/
❖ Alexandria: http://alexandriava.gov/AquaticHealth
❖ Fairfax County: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/eh/pools/pool-

safety.htm
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

MMaaggnnii ff iicceenntt  vv iieewwss  from the top of 
this 18 wooded acre private setting. The chalet 

style home offers 2 master bedrooms, loft, 

large open floor plan, a  guest cottage w/bed-

room & bath, outbldgs & wildlife. Located 

approx 100 miles from Washington DC & mins. 

from 4 season resort. Call Nadine Barone for 

details @ 540-975-1875, Funkhouser Real 

Estate Group, 1010 Ox Road, Woodstock, VA 

22664, Nadine@FunkhouserGroup.com

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:

Title: RFP No. 00000538, Design and Engineering Services 
and Construction Administration Services for Fuel Station Ren-
ovation

RFP Closing Date and Time: July 30, 2015, 4 p.m., prevailing 
local time    

Non-mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference and Site Visit: July 
9, 2015 at the City of Alexandria Fuel Station, 3500 Wheeler 
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22314.
For general inquiries contact Darryl K. Jackson, CPPB, Con-
tract Specialist II at 703.746.4298.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:

Title:  RFP No. 00000527, Alexandria Waterfront Flood Mitiga-
tion Implementation

RFP Closing Date and Time: April 18, 2015, 4 p.m., prevailing 
local time   

Non-mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference: July 13, 2015 at 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

For general inquiries contact Darryl K. Jackson, CPPB, Con-
tract Specialist II at 703.746.4298.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Kenneth Allen Maddox of Catlett, Virginia passed 
suddenly on Wednesday, June 24th. He was 58 years old 
and the beloved husband of Theresa "Terry" Maddox, father 
of Michelle Maddox Meyer and Jennifer Maddox, and grand-
father of Gavin Meyer. He is survived by his mother Mary B. 
Maddox, brother William L. Maddox and sisters Janet Irving 
and Kathy Gervase. Ken was owner and President of Trim-
craft Inc.  Service and Interment is private. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to Fauquier Habitat for Humanity. Online
condolences may be made at www.moserfuneralhome.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Marc Patrick Henderson, 61, of Woodbridge, VA, 
died June 24, 2015.  Marc was a loving son, husband and fa-
ther.  He was retired from Wilson Trucking.  He was a member 
of Our Lady of Angels, a 1972 graduate of T.C. Williams, was 
an avid Washington Redskins and Nationals fan, and married 
November 24, 1979 in Alexandria, VA. 
Henderson was preceded in death by Charles A. and Julia 
Henderson of Alexandria, VA, sister Mary Dolken of Novi, MI 
and Charles A. Henderson, Jr., of Ft. Washington, NY.  He is 
survived by his wife Jackie Henderson, David Henderson, 
Marc Henderson Jr., Caitlyn Henderson, brother Chuck Hen-
derson, Terrance Henderson and many nieces and nephews.
The family will receive friends Wednesday, July 1, 2015 from 
7-9pm at Miller Funeral Home, 3200 Golansky Blvd., Wood-
bridge, VA 22192.  A funeral service will be held Thursday, Ju-
ly 2, 2015 at 11am at Our Lady of Angels Catholic Church in 
Woodbridge.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to CapitalCaring.org 
or the Adler Center for Caring.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
ABC License

GT Fort Belvoir, LLC trading 
as The Greene Turtle Sports 
Bar and Grille a/k/a The 
Greene Turtle, 7879 Heneska 
Loop, Alexandria, VA 22315. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
for a Wine and Beer On and 
Off; Mixed Beverage (seating 
capacity 151 seats or more) li-
cense to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Larry L. 
LeDoyen, Jr., Member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200

ABC LICENSE
Yates Restaurant Group, LLC 
trading as Lena’s Wood-Fired 
Pizza & Tap, 401 E. Braddock 
Rd, Alexandria, VA 22301. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL(ABC) 
for a Wine and Beer On Prem-
ises/Mixed Beverage license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Jason A. Yates, 
Sole Member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

110 Elderly Care

Wanted. Mature woman to 
care for my disabled wife 
occasionally, overnight & 

weekends.  Call Jack, 
703 244 6274.

21 Announcements

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

EmploymentEmployment

Heavy Equipment Operator 
(Alexandria)

JK Enterprise Landscape Supply, LLC is 
one of the largest producers of mulch and 

soil products in Northern Virginia. We 
make it, sell it and distribute it! JK is 

looking for experienced Heavy 
Equipment Operators to work in our 

Alexandria location. Must have 
experience operating wheel loader, track 
loader, excavator, grinding and chipping 

equipment.

Make $55,000 to $70,000 a year, 
depending on experience level.

We offer full time, year-round 
employment, competitive pay, health and 

dental insurance, life insurance, paid 
leave, 401(k) and profit sharing.

Please email resume to 
Alexandria@lumberjake.com, or call 

(703) 212-8088.

Bailey Roberts Center, age 77, of
Alexandria, VA passed away on June 29,
2015. He was a member of Aldersgate
United Methodist Church. Active in the
performing arts community, he was also a
member of SAG. Bailey served as a board
member of Washington Area Theater
Community Honors (WATCH), and had
many acting roles. Additionally, he
directed and produced many local produc-
tions and his work could be seen on tele-
vision, stage and movies.

Bailey was preceded in death by his
parents Hyram Center and Anna Roberts
Center. He is survived by his 5 children
and their spouses: Bailey Roberts Center
II and Dawn, Brian Marc Center and Kathy,
Michelle Ruth Center Ortiz and Alistair,
Keith Jerome Center and Caitlin O’Dwyer,
and Christopher Ryan Center. Bailey is
survived by his 6 grandchildren: Bailey III,
Zackery, Dawson, Alistair II, Belle, and
Andrew. He is also survived by his beloved
cat Baloo.

There will be a celebration of his life on
Sunday, July 5th after the 9:45 service at
Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 1301
Collingwood Rd, Alexandria, VA. In lieu of
flowers, contributions can be made to
Aldersgate Community Theater.

Bailey Roberts Center

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

ClassifiedClassified
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

If tomorrow 
were never to
come, it would
not be worth
living today.

-Dagobert Runes

News

From Page 19

Rail

the Lee-Fendall property if they would ac-
cept it,” said Silberberg. “The move would
make sense.”

The Lee-Fendall house, once owned by
the family of Robert E. Lee, is currently a
historic museum.

However, the 1889 Gazette article states
that the location at Washington and Prince
was chosen exactly because of its conspicu-
ous nature in the city. The 1888 City Coun-
cil approved the statue’s placement at the
intersection of Washington and Prince
streets, the point at which many of the
Alexandrians had met and left the Union-
occupied city to fight for the Confederacy.

The dedication at the May 24 ceremony
was delivered by Virginia Gov. Fitzhugh Lee,
formerly a major general of cavalry in the
Army of Northern Virginia and a nephew
of General Robert E. Lee. Fitzhugh Lee
spoke at the event in defense of his uncle’s
legacy and that of the dead Confederate
soldiers. Fitzhugh Lee recalled that George
Washington and his troops, like Lee, had
once been described as rebels and outlaws,
and said that Alexandria cannot cling to the
legacy of one while rejecting the other.

J. Lance Mallamo, director of the Office
of Historic Alexandria, said that it’s impor-
tant to remember that the statue is dedi-
cated to 100 Alexandrians who died in the
war. At a time when the city had a much
smaller population than it does today,
Mallamo said that left a major impact on
many of the local residents. Furthermore,
Mallamo said the message of the statue has
a deeper meaning than just commemorat-
ing the Confederate dead.

“It expresses the uselessness of war, that’s
what I always see when I look up at it,” said
Mallamo. “We’re living in difficult times, but
I think there’s a lot to be learned by look-
ing up at the expression on that soldier’s
face.”

At the unveiling ceremony, a prayer was
offered by Rev. G. H. Norton, a chaplain who
served the local confederate camp.

“May the memory of our departed heroes
inspire us with patriotic devotion,” said
Norton. “May all hatred and strife be bur-
ied in their graves.”

From Page 4

Statue

youngsters and everyone who was
going to benefit from that brilliant
plan. Hopefully common sense will
prevail soon. I believe that if we find
the funds and build light rail, we will
come to love it and wonder why it
took us so long.

The writer, Ellen Hamilton, is a graphic de-
signer living in Alexandria, whose studio is
called Yellow Dot Designs. She serves on the
Alexandria Archaeology Commission.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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Sunday by appointment only.
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NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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