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An infantryman picks up a token signifying his acceptance of a promo-
tion in the ranks of General Washington’s army. The reenactors were
first on a patriotic program at George Washington’s Mount Vernon for
the Fourth of July.

From left, Claude Bauer of Middletown, Md.; Solomon Robin of
Catonsville, Md.; David Embrey of Savage Md.; and Daniel Wilson of
Damascus, Md. provide the music for George Washington’s troops dur-
ing inspection on the Fourth of July.

Jessica Lynn sings the
national anthem in front of
100 men and women about
to become American citi-
zens on the Fourth of July
at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon.

A contingent from the Sons of the American Revolution marches across the George
Washington’s Mount Vernon bowling green and down to the General’s tomb for a
ceremonial wreath-laying on the Fourth of July.

More than 100 people from 45 countries became American citizens at a naturalization
ceremony held on the Fourth of July at George Washington’s Mount Vernon.

United States
Citizen and

Immigration
Services direc-

tor León
Rodriguez leads

the oath of
allegiance at
the Fourth of

July naturaliza-
tion ceremony.

First Fourth
100 citizens naturalized at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon.

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

J
ournalists Alakbar
Raufoglu and his wife
Tamara Grigoryeva left
their native Azerbaijan

because the government was re-
pressing them and their freedom
of speech.

“We couldn’t write what we
wanted to write,” about their
home nation, said Raufoglu. “In
media, speech, gathering —it’s all
about freedom.”

See New Citizens,  Page 3
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

The First Virginia Regiment of the Continental Army fired a volley of blanks in sync
with fireworks over the Potomac River, looking out from George Washington’s Mount
Vernon.

New Citizens on Fourth of July
From Page 1

Benjamin Franklin reads the Declaration
of Independence as rain falls lightly on the
bowling green at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon.

George Washington himself spoke to the 100-plus new
citizens during their naturalization ceremony.

The couple moved to the United States and were
able to obtain green cards. Raufoglu now works for
the Turan News Agency covering Azerbaijan and his
wife is with Freedom House, an independent watch-
dog organization. Together they are activists “trying
to protect our colleagues from here,” Raufoglu said,
who are doing what is a “very high price to pay for
more freedom to daily life. Not every citizen is able
to taste it.”

After waiting for six years, the couple and their
children, who were born in America, are getting to
taste more of this country’s freedom: They were
among over 100 men and women from 45 different
countries who took part in a naturalization ceremony
at George Washington’s Mount Vernon on the Fourth
of July.

“Voting will be a very big moment for us,” Raufoglu
said.

United States Citizen and Immigration Services
director León Rodriguez led the group in an oath of
allegiance and proclaimed them citizens.

“I’m honored to be the first to address you as ‘My
fellow Americans.’” said Rodriguez. “This is the end
of one journey but the beginning of another.”

John Brennan, director of the CIA, also addressed
the new citizens. “Naturalization gives us extra spe-
cial meaning,” he said. “You’re Americans by choice.
You know what it’s like not to be an American.”

The men encouraged the naturalized men and
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Vewpoints

How does it feel to be among
the newest citizens of the
United States?

Jessica Hatchley (right) with her husband Capt. Robert and
son Robert III, all of Fredericksburg.

“It feels great,” said Jessica, originally from Germany. “Finally I can get
a job that’s not retail — I want to be a police officer.”

Alakbar Raufoglu (left) and his wife Tamara Grigoryeva
(right) of Arlington are journalists from Azerbaijan who moved
to the United States for freedom of the press. Their children
Rauf and Nina were born in America.

“We couldn’t write everything we wanted to write — it’s all about free-
dom. Voting here will be a big moment for us.”

Olga Riley (right) of Leesburg is originally from Russia. She
was joined at the ceremony by her sister Nancy Lenthall of Vir-
ginia Beach (left) and husband Matthew (not pictured).

“It was a good journey and it was worth it. This is such a special place.
Next I’m going to register to vote, volunteer, and do other good.”

Jonathan Montero of Fairfax
is originally from Peru and
served in the U.S. Marine
Corps for six years.

“It’s a good feeling. I’m going to go
back to school and study business
administration.”

Betty Cortez of Annandale is
originally from Bolivia.

“I moved here in 2007 and this
has been my one dream. I’m excited,
now I’m going to travel, visit my
parents in Bolivia.”

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
T
i
m

 
P
e
t
e
r
s
o

n
/
T

h
e
 
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

women to not only enjoy the free-
doms America has to offer, but also
give back, volunteer and do good
in their communities.

George Washington himself
made an appearance and said,
“Continue to be the beacon light
of America that shines forth on a
dark world. Celebrate the joy of
independence and citizenship.”

Independence Day activities on
the estate ran from 9:30 a.m. into
the mid-afternoon and included
Gen. George Washington inspect-
ing a regiment of troops, Benjamin
Franklin reading the Declaration
of Independence, the Sons of the
American Revolution laying a
wreath at Washington’s tomb, a
concert by the National Concert
Band of America and midday fire-
works over the Potomac River.
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Interested in a Career in Real Estate? Pre-licensing courses are available soon. Call Managing Broker, Mark Ackermann, at 703-851-8100 for further information.

Old Town $499,000
1122 Portner Rd. Beautiful – Great value in a spectacular location.
Delightful and FULLY updated 3 level end unit town house in north
Old Town. Just 2 lights to Washington, D.C. NEW kitchen with new
cabinets, stainless and granite. Gleaming hardwoods throughout.
Newer bath. NEW windows. New water heater and AC system. MOVE-
IN PERFECTION! Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria/Del Ray $1,595,000
205 Uhler Terrace. Spectacular 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath Arts & Crafts home on
a gorgeous DOUBLE LOT with off-street parking for 2+ vehicles. Totally
renovated and expanded with painstaking attention to detail using the finest
quality materials both inside and out. Chef’s kitchen with adjoining family
room, Butler’s Pantry, 750 bottle wine room, gas & wood burning
fireplaces…the list goes on! Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria/Rosemont
7 West Myrtle. Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick bungalow
ideally located just a few blocks from 2 METRO stations, shops and
restaurants in Old Town and Del Ray! Three finished levels,
renovated kitchen with adjacent family room addition with French
doors to the lovely fenced yard with patio. Inviting front porch and
off-street parking. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria/Rosemont
6 East Walnut. Delightful 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath bungalow with 2 finished
levels. Fabulous location just steps from The Grape & Bean and a few
blocks to 2 METRO stations! Inviting front porch, lovely living room,
dining room and family room. Updated baths and kitchen with granite
counters, SS appliances and 42" white cabinets. Fenced yard with deck,
patio and large shed. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $799,000
5901 Mt. Eagle #1617 & 1618. Rarely-available 4 BR/3 BA Penthouse (2,545 SF)
w/great views of the Potomac, National Harbor, sunrises & sunsets from 3 enclosed
balconies. Elegantly and fully renovated within the last five years, including kitchens &
baths, flooring, windows; architectural details throughout. Montebello features indoor
& outdoor pools, 24/7 security, café, shuttle to Metro, tennis; pet-friendly; 35+ wooded
acres. Financially secure with $7.3 M in reserves & never a special assessment!
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418 & Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

Alexandria/College Park $699,000
1201 Trinity Dr. Updates Throughout, including Kitchen with granite, stainless,
ceramic tiles, maple cabinets. All 3 baths are updated. Beautiful, sunny dining
room addition. Living and Family room have gas fireplaces. Sun-filled home
with Attachd Garage, and finished basement. Professionally landscaped yard,
and a large screened Gazebo. All this in College Park Neighborhood!
Dave Ingram 703-380-9264 & Debbie Ingram 703-380-8966

Alexandria $640,000
4600 Ferry Landing Rd. Want ALL the extras? A 5 bedroom/3 bath home of 1,955 sq
ft on 2 levels with 2 master suites – you decide what works for you. Contractor owner
updated, remodeled & maintained this home both inside and outside. Move-in ready
with neutral colors, crown moldings & shiny wood floors. Rare 2-car garage with built-
ins, HVAC, cable TV plus a refrigerator and attic space. Professionally maintained 1/2
acre lot with shade trees & a fire pit for cool evenings. Oversized concrete drive with
room to park a 42' boat, cars and an RV. Call to see all this…and much more!
Greg Koons 703-209-7678 & Joni Koons 703-209-7277

Alexandria/Wellington Estates $639,900
1131 Greenway Rd. Wonderful in Wellington Estates! Freshly painted
interior & recently updated kitchen. Gorgeous yard, great street & steps to
bike/walking path along G.W. Pkwy! Expanded Kit. w/eat-in area, bay
window, granite, new flr., & cherry cabs! Lrg. Living Rm, Elegant Dining Rm,
and Fabulous Sunroom. Lower LVL has Fam. Rm & 4th BR w/new carpet,
Full BA & Walk-out! Gar. & Mins. to Old Town, D.C., Metro & Ft. Belvoir.
Waynewood Elementary! Lisa McCaskill 703-615-6036

Alexandria/Hollin Hall $509,000
8103 Kane Ct. Best value in 22308 – a single family home for a town house
price. Over 1,600 sq ft of flexible living space on 3 levels, including a 20x12
dining room addition. 3 bedrooms and 2 baths with freshly painted interiors,
hardwood floors & replacement windows. A cul-de-sac location great for walking
to a playground, a neighborhood pool/park or Hollin Hall shopping. Host family
gatherings on the patio of your fully fenced 1/4 acre flat lot. Abundant storage.
Buyer peace of mind with a home warranty. Call for your private tour.
Greg Koons 703-209-7678 & Joni Koons 703-209-7277

Alexandria/Farlington Towne $385,000
2216 N. Dearing St. Fabulous 2 level, 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath
town house with delightful back yard. Gleaming hardwoods,
freshly painted, tastefully updated and located perfectly near
I-395, Shirlington and the Pentagon. New windows, new water
heater, new AC unit, new washer/dryer, new lighting, new storm
door and perfect PATIO. Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Old Town
$825,000

413 South Lee St.
Circa 1820,
sensational property
in the heart of the
historic district. Three
Bedrooms + Den with
freshly sanded original
floorboards. Charming
sunroom. Three levels
+ basement, fireplace,
and newly landscaped
patio; may work as
parking space off
rear alley.
Diann Hicks-Carlson

703-628-2440

Alexandria/
Pinewood Lake

$349,000
7954 Central Park Circle.
Gorgeous! Everything is done.
Fantastic end unit in Pinewood
Lake. Close to 2,000 sq. ft.
w/Brazilian cherry wood flrs,
beautiful eat-in kit. w/new
cabs, countertops &
backsplash, & fantastic living
& dining rms. Remodeled BA’s,
Fam. Rm. w/custom slate flr. &
fireplace, decorator paint
colors, newer windows & great
patio & yard. Mins. to Metro,
D.C., Ft. Belvoir, Shops & Old
Town. Community w/lake,
pool, playground & parks!

Lisa McCaskill
703-615-6036

COMING SOON CONTRACT PENDING

COMING SOON COMING SOON OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

REMODELED HOME & GARAGE SPACES LOCATION, LOCATION!

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

PRICE IMPROVED OPEN SUNDAY GORGEOUS!

NEW LISTING
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Westgate • $499,900
3712 Great Neck Court

Buyers – Investors – Agents: You
may never see a Westgate home
listed under 500K again! This
house with 2,800 SF, 2 Fireplaces,
5 BRs, 3 BAs and a 2-car garage
has great bones – It needs TLC to
convert it to a Beautiful Swan – A
large 2/3 acre lot offers trees, a
multi-tiered deck with a large in-

ground pool. 30 seconds from G.W. Pkwy, 5 minus to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins
to Old Town Alex., 30-35 mins to Pentagon and D.C.

Alex./Hollin Hall • $449,500
8009 New Market Rd.

Lovely 3 BR, 2 BA home in sought-
after Waynewood Elementary school
district. Nicely landscaped, newly
refinished hardwood floors, interior
freshly painted. The kitchen awaits
your touch. The addition added a
family room, bedroom, 2nd bath
and laundry area. Lowest-priced
house in 22308! Charming Hollin

Hall has its own shopping center and is in a fabulous location close to G.W.
Parkway, Potomac River, and 5-10 minutes to Old Town.

Alex./Riverside Estates • $544,900
8602 Cherry Valley Lane

Stunning 4 BR, 2.5 BA Colonial
w/2-car garage and sunroom on a
beautiful lot.  Meticulously main-
tained. Many updates: newer
kitchen and baths, refinished hard-
wood floors, freshly painted inte-
rior, Family Room w/fireplace off
the kitchen. Lower level has room

to finish off for a Recreation Room and office. 10 mins to Fort Belvoir, 15
mins to Old Town Alex., 25 mins to National Airport.
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Alex./Woodlawn Estates • $769,900
8896 McNair Drive

Spectacular Colonial w/3 finished levels,
large 2-car garage on a quiet cul-de-sac look-
ing across to the 9th fairway of Mount
Vernon Country Club. 3,800 sq. ft. of living
space w/beautiful hardwood floors, huge
bedrms, master bedrm w/sitting room, 3.5
updated baths including MBA suite. Totally
remodeled kitchen w/SS, granite, ceramic tile
floor. Huge walk-up lower level w/recreation

rm, game rm, full bath & 500 sq. ft. of storage (can use RR as 5th bedroom). Spectacular land-
scaped lot w/beautiful stone patio & private hot tub. 5 minutes to Fort Belvoir – A 10!!!
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Alex./River Towers • $239,900
6621 Wakefield Dr. #209

This lovely unit has 2 BRs, 2 BAs, & a sought-
after Balcony! The bathrms have been updated,
the unit freshly painted & new carpeting. Utilities
are included in condo fees. River Towers’ ameni-
ties include a swimming pool, tennis courts, gar-
den plots, picnic grove with grills, beautifully
landscaped grounds, & so much more. River
Towers has a Metro connector bus out front that
goes to the Huntington Metro Yellow Line. Great

community & location. Close to G.W. Pkwy, Mount Vernon Bike Trail, Potomac River, & Belle Haven
Marina. Less than 5 minutes to Old Town, Alexandria along G.W. Parkway, 15 minues to Fort Belvoir.

City of Fairfax/Fairfax Towne Estates
$509,900 • 10415 Darby Street

Lovely 4 level, 5 BR, 2 BA home
w/carport & great bkyd. Hardwd
floors refinished & interior newly
painted. 2 wood-burning fpls, one in
the living rm & one in the family rm.
Lg family rm w/skylights & living rm
w/vaulted ceiling. Lg bay window
nicely accents the separate formal

dining rm. Carpeted LL can be convenient playoorm, & the unfinished base-
ment has ample storage space. Treed corner lot w/fenced bkyd. New Roof.

Alex./Mt. Vernon Woods
$499,900

4006 Buckman Road
Builders – Beautiful .73 acre lot,
zoned R-3. Dominion Surveys has
done preliminary survey report for
subdivision which can be e-mailed
upon request – looking for quick
sale/settlement and priced the
property accordingly.
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News

Fourth of July
Picnic
The Rev. Keary
Kincannon and parishio-
ners at the Rising Hope
Methodist Mission
Church celebrated their
20th anniversary Fourth
of July weekend annual
picnic at Ft. Hunt Park
with a barbeque and live
music.

Anita Lisanick of
Parkfairfax poses by the
American flag at the picnic.

Dale Turner, Willette Holland, and Mina Hubbard of
Rising Hope Church enjoy the annual picnic.

Photos Courtesy of Mary Paden

S
outheast Fairfax Development Corpo
ration hosted its Business Roundtable
Speaker Series, July 2, on the topic of

successful networking.
Speaker Juli Monroe, a 10-year veteran

business coach, helps businesses grow
through effective networking. In her presen-
tation she suggested techniques to build suc-
cessful business relationships. This included
building on common interests, using news-
letters and social media, and attending vari-
ous business events to build and fine tune
ones’ messages and range of clients.

Speaker Chris Cooks, an information tech-
nology consultant, also spoke about his ex-
periences in developing a network of clients
to build his client base and use of media and
event attendance to accomplish one’s goals.

Both speakers answered questions from
the audience of about 40 attendees.

This is the first of several Speaker Series
events held by SFDC at the Holiday Inn Ex-
press on Richmond Highway the first Thurs-
day of each month.

The next Business Roundtable Series will
be held on Aug. 6 featuring veteran-,
woman-, and minority-owned businesses.
For more information on this and other SFDC
activities, visit www.sfdc.org or call 703-360-
5008.

— Gerald A. Fill

SFDC Forum Discusses Networking

Photo by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

Speakers (from left) Chris Cooks, DigitaliBiz, and
Juli Monroe, 1 to 1 Discovery, with Executive
Director of SFDC, Edythe Frankel Kelleher
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Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or complete

our online form at connectionnewspapers.com/pets
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is July 15.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in July

See School Notes,  Page 7

News

At Camp Invention
Michelle K. Lee (left),
Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Intellectual
Property and Director of
the United States Patent
and Trademark Office
(USPTO), and Kristina
Johnson (center), inventor
of Polarization-Control
Technology and a 2015
Inductee of the National
Inventors Hall of Fame,
recently attended Camp
Invention at Fort Hunt
Elementary. At Camp Inven-
tion, a summer enrichment day camp for grades one through six, children are encour-
aged to explore creative problem solving by incorporating avant-garde skill building
and educational tactics, such as webbing out, the “maker” approach, upcycling, coding
and the importance of divergent and convergent thinking.
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Email announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos are
welcome.

Charlotte Eaton earned a
bachelor’s degree from Florida Institute
of Technology (Melbourne, Fla.).

Genevieve Francis was named to
the dean’s list for the spring 2015 semes-
ter at Scranton University (Scranton,
Pa.).

Janelle Canty earned a degree in
business, technology or health profes-

sions from Davenport University (Grand
Rapids, Mich.).

Yewlsow Ferede was named to the
president’s list for the spring 2015 se-
mester at Husson University (Bangor,
Maine).

Hasamone Nimjareansuk was
named to the dean’s list for the spring
2015 semester at Niagara University
(Lewiston, N.Y.).

Christin Yi was named to the
honor’s list for the spring 2015 semes-
ter at Husson University (Bangor,

Maine).

Andrea Schimmoeller was named
to the dean’s list for the spring 2015
semester at Columbus State Community
College (Columbus, Ohio).

Michael LaGrande was named to
the dean’s list for the spring 2015 semes-
ter at Emory and Henry College (Emory,
Va.).

Samuel Walters earned a Bachelor
of Arts in mathematics from Lafayette

School Notes
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People

T
he Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber of Commerce
honored the recipients
of its 2015 Education

Partnership Scholarships on June 2
at a reception hosted by The Hilton
in Springfield.

Nine graduating high school se-
niors from local schools were rec-
ognized and awarded Education
Partnership Scholarships. The
scholarship recipients are
Mohammed Ali, Mount Vernon
High School; Amy Holm, West
Potomac High School; Sophie
Horville, Edison High School;
Samuel James, West Potomac High
School; Katelyn Anne Sparks, South
County Secondary School;
Cameron Villar, Hayfield Secondary
School; and Amna Wassem, Mount
Vernon High School.

 Receiving Jeff Todd Memorial
Scholarships were Christian Ceron,
West Potomac High School and Flo-
rence Marquez, Robert E. Lee High
School. Todd was a former chair-
man of the Chamber of Commerce
and owner of the Roy Roger Res-
taurants in the area. He had a great
love for the schools and students and the
scholarship was established after his death.

 “Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Com-
merce feels very strongly that these schol-
arships are an investment in education that
improves individual lives, our workforce,
and our community,” said Sean O’Connell,
Chamber chairman. “Providing these schol-
arships helps prepare future business own-
ers and leaders for our community”
O’Connell said. Since 1997, the Mount
Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce has
awarded more than $155,000 in scholar-
ships to local students.

“The commitment the chamber makes to
ensure scholarships each year is extraordi-
nary,” said Holly Dougherty, executive di-
rector, Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Com-
merce. “Our youth are the future, and these
scholarships are an investment in the fu-
ture of our community.”

The 2015 Education Partnership recipi-
ents have a diverse range of activities and
interests.

❖ Florence Marquez is graduating from
Robert E. Lee High School where she is a
member of the National Honor Society, the
Math Honor Society, the English Honor So-
ciety, the Science Honor Society, the Na-
tional Technical Honor Society, and has vol-
unteered with many charitable causes. She
plans to study at Virginia Commonwealth

University.
❖ Christian Ceron is

captain of the winning
men’s soccer team at
West Potomac High
School where he has also
been involved with the
DECA Club and volun-
teered with community
organizations. He plans
to study at George Mason
University and eventu-
ally start his own busi-
ness.

❖ Mohammed Ali,
Mount Vernon High
School, is the
ServiceMaster Restore
Scholar for 2015.
Mohammed has served
as the Virginia state
president with Future
Business Leaders of
America. He was also
president of the Technol-
ogy Student Association, a member of the
National Honor Society, and volunteers with
many school events and clubs including
being captain of the debate team.
Mohammed will be attending Virginia Tech
to study business information technology.

❖ Amy Holm, West Potomac High School,

actively worked on the yearbook through-
out her time at West Potomac. She is a stu-
dent athlete who has excelled in academ-
ics. Amy plans to attend University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley and study business tech-
nology.

❖ Sophie Horville has attended Thomas

A. Edison High School where she
will receive a full IB diploma and is
a member of the National Honor
Society. She has participated in Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America
and other school clubs and activi-
ties. Sophie will be attending Uni-
versity of Mary Washington to study
business administration.

❖ Samuel Edward James, West
Potomac High School, is a member
of the National Honor Society, the
Spanish Honor Society, and captain
of the track team where he received
all-state honors. He was selected to
attend the Governor’s School for
Math, Science and Technology.
Samuel will attend Duke University,
study biomedical engineering and
plans for a certificate in Innovation
and Entrepreneurship.

❖ Katelyn Anne Sparks, South
County Secondary School, is an
honor student specializing in the
Theatre Department.

She has acted in more than ten
productions and led the critic’s
team for the CAPPIES award in the
national capital area. She is a Con-
gressional Award Gold Medal Re-

cipient for more than 400 hours of commu-
nity service and physical fitness.

She was selected to attend the Virginia
Governor’s School for Performing Arts and
has been active with the Girl Scouts of
America. Katelyn will attend Pace Univer-
sity where she will study the entertainment
business.

❖ Cameron Christopher Villar, Hayfield
Secondary School, has received academic
excellence awards and been part of the
National Honor Society, History Honor So-
ciety, and the Math Honor Society while
finding time to play in the orchestra and
participate in school clubs and activities.
Cameron will attend George Mason Univer-
sity seeking a degree in Applied Informa-
tion Technology to combine his interest in
business and technology.

❖ Amna Wassem, Mount Vernon High
School, has served as state vice president
and regional president for the Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America.

Amna has managed the Apple Federal
Credit Union school branch and coordinated
student volunteers at the school store “Ma-
jor Buck Depot.”

She is a member of the National Honor
Society and honor societies for English, His-
tory, Math, Spanish, and Business. Amna
will study international business and fi-
nance at George Mason University.

Chamber Awards Scholarships to Local Students

Scholarship recipients are congratulated by Chamber leadership. Back row: George
Ksenics, Chamber president; Jane Gandee, Chamber vice president; Christian Ceron,
West Potomac High School; Cameron Villar, Hayfield Secondary School; Sophie
Horville, Edison High School; Mohammed Ali, Mount Vernon High School; front row:
Amy Holm, West Potomac High School; Samuel James, West Potomac High School;
Katelyn Anne Sparks, South County High School; Amna Wassem, Mount Vernon High
School; Florence Marquez, Lee High School; and Sean O’Connell, Chamber chairman.

Greg and Jane Gandee congratulate Mohammed
Ali, Mount Vernon High School, the ServiceMaster
Restore Scholar for 2015.
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School Notes

From Page 6

College (Easton, Pa.).

Reese Paul Fredricks and Daniel
Arthur Wasserman were named to
the dean’s list for the spring 2015 semes-
ter at Washington University in St. Louis
(St. Louis, Mo.).

Amna Sheikh was named to the
dean’s list for the spring 2015 semester

at Clarion University (Clarion, Pa.).

Anna Patricia Manalo was named
to the dean’s list for the spring 2015
semester at Binghamton University
(Binghamton, N.Y.).

David M. Souliotis, Edward L.
Wilkinson Jr., Patrick W. Doolin
and Patrick K. Piedad were named to
the dean’s list for the spring 2015 semes-

ter at Virginia Military Institute (Lexing-
ton, Va.).

Mallory Gerndt was named to the
South Atlantic Conference
Commissioner’s Honor Roll at Newberry
College (Newberry, S.C.).

Andrew Lucero earned the “Gold
Standard” for the National German
Exam at Randolph-Macon Academy

(Front Royal, Va.).

Lauren Ayers was named to the
dean’s list for the spring 2015 semester
at Georgia Southern University
(Statesboro, Ga.).

Claire Szabo graduated from Ohio
Wesleyan University with a Bachelor of
Arts degree (Delaware, Ohio).

Madelyn Zeigler is a recipient of a
$2,000 college scholarship from The
Scholarships for Military Children Pro-
gram. Madelyn is enrolled at the
University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill (Chapel Hill, N.C.).

Taylor Neuhart has been named to
the provost list at Lipscomb University
(Nashville, Tenn.) for the spring 2015
semester.
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I
nvestigator Carlos Silva is going home
to his sister and daughter in Brazil.
He died Thursday, July 2 in an acci
dent during a bicycling event at the

World Police and Fire Games. Two other
athletes were injured in the crash.

Around 10 a.m. on Wednesday, July 8,
Silva’s body left Metropolitan Funeral Ser-

vice in Alexandria with an escort directly
to Dulles International Airport. The detail
included officers from the Fairfax County
Police Department, City of Alexandria, Ar-
lington County, the City of Fairfax, Prince
William County and the Virginia State Po-
lice.

“We know they would do the same for

Sending Carlos Silva Home to Brazil
us,” said police representative Don
Gotthardt. “It was tragic, it’s still surreal.
This is our sign of respect — our main fo-
cus is to get Carlos home to his family so he
can rest in peace.”

Silva’s cousin Alex Manente of Reston was
among several family members and Brazil-
ian diplomatic officials being escorted with

the investigator’s body.
“He was a funny character who would

always make you laugh with jokes, lots of
jokes,” Manente said. “We’re so happy he’s
going home today.”

— Tim Peterson

An honor guard representing multiple police and firefighting forces lifts
the packaged casket of Brazilian Investigator Carlos Silva, who died in a
bicycle accident during the World Police and Fire Games.

Firefighting personnel from multiple jurisdictions salute Investigator
Carlos Silva while his casket is loaded on a hearse bound for Dulles
International Airport.

News
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Alexandria/Old Town Office
703-549-8700 • 121 N. Pitt Street

3 CONDOS FOR SALE
ALEXANDRIA

HOUSE,

400 MADISON
STREET

•
OPEN SUNDAY,

JULY 12, 2-4 PM

Condo 1909 • 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms. Sleek, Modern with all
the Bells and Whistles. South/East Views. Offered at $1,175,000

Condo 2003 • 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms. South/West Views.
Price Adjustment $799,000

Condo 1810 • 1 Bedroom, 1.5 Bathrooms
Southern Views • Offered at $535,000

All Enjoy Views of Potomac and Old Town
Sunrises and Sunsets • Garage Parking and

Storage Convey • 24-Hour Concierge & Security
• Roof Pool, Many Amenities

Lib Willey • 703-362-7206

Aftermath of the Rainstorm
Belle Haven Marina: The Potomac River flooded the banks of the boat
launch area at high tide following the June 27 storm.

Photos by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

News

A view of New Alexandria near the
Mount Vernon Parkway.

A view of New Alexandria — Belle
View Boulevard.
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Opinion

V
irginia’s Congressional map is un
constitutional because African
American voters are packed into
District 3, according to the U.S. Dis-

trict Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.
The problem will have to be remedied by draw-
ing new boundaries.

The issue could be appealed to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

In statewide elections, Virginia vot-
ers have chosen Democrats in the last two
presidential elections, for U.S. Senate, for Gov-
ernor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney Gen-
eral. Every single official elected statewide is
a Democrat.

Democrats won by a comfortable margin in
most cases, but elections were close. In one
case the margin was razor thin. (Attorney Gen-
eral Mark Herring beat Republican Mark
Obenshain by 165 votes out of more than 2.2
million cast, and that was an election that had
serious and immediate consequences, if you
ever need an argument for the importance of
your vote.)

It’s reasonable to assume that a state so
clearly leaning blue, but close to evenly divided
would be about evenly divided in political rep-
resentation.

But in fact, the Virginia House of Delegates
consists of 67 Republicans and 33 Democrats.

Virginia’s delegation to the U.S. House of
Representatives consists of eight Republicans
and three Democrats.

Virginia’s 11 Congressional districts should
be split about evenly. You could understand a
split five Dems and six Republicans; or five
Republicans and six Democrats. A four and

seven split would smack of some unusual cir-
cumstance. But three and eight?

The problem is gerrymandering.
The solution, which the Supreme Court just

OK’d, is allowing the lines to be drawn by a
non-partisan commission.

Both political parties have been guilty of this
when in power, although new technology and
better data have made the process more egre-
gious, the effects more damaging.

Political parties should not control the
drawing of political districts. Gerryman-
dering thwarts the will of the elector-
ate. It is especially damaging in a Dillon

rule state, like Virginia, where localities have
only the power explicitly granted to them by
the General Assembly.

This is particularly unfair to localities like

Pet Photos for the Pet Gazette

Yes to Nonpartisan Redistricting
Politicians shouldn’t
be choosing voters.

Fairfax County, Arlington and Alexandria,
whose electorate and local officials have views
that differ greatly from those of the majority
of Virginia’s General Assembly.

The reason Virginia’s Congressional map has
been ruled unconstitutional is about race; pack-
ing all the African American voters in one dis-
trict and conceding that district to Democrats
in order to reduce the power of African Ameri-
can voters in the adjacent districts. A similar
challenge is in the works concerning districts
in Virginia’s House of Delegates.

It’s long past time to take these decisions out
of the hands of the officials who use the redis-
tricting process to choose their own voters and
effectively grant themselves lifetime appoint-
ments.

— Mary Kimm

The Pet Gazette, a twice-yearly special edi-
tion, will publish on July 22, and photos and
stories of your pets with you and your family
should be submitted by July 15.

We invite you to send us stories about your
pets, photos of you and/or your family with
your cats, dogs, llamas, alpacas, hamsters,
snakes, lizards, frogs, rabbits, or whatever
other creatures share your home or yard with
you.

Tell us the story of a special bond between a
child and a dog, the story of how you came to
adopt your pet, or examples of amazing feats
of your creatures. Do you volunteer at an ani-
mal shelter or therapeutic riding center or take
your pet to visit people in a nursing home?
Does your business have a pet? Is your busi-
ness about pets? Have you helped to train an
assistance dog? Do you or someone in your
family depend on an assistance dog?

Or take this opportunity to memorialize a
beloved pet you have lost.

Our favorite pictures include both pets and
humans. We welcome short stories about how
you got your pet, a noteworthy talent or anec-
dote about your pet, tales of the bonds between
your family and your pet, plus drawings, paint-
ings or other artwork of your pet by children
or adults Please tell us a little bit about your
creature, identify everyone in the photo, give
a brief description what is happening in the
photo, and include address and phone num-
ber (we will not publish your address or phone
number, just your town name).

Email to gazette@connection
newspapers.com or online at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/pets.

For advertising information, email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9431.

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 11“... Sweet Land Se-cur-ity, of Thee I Sing”
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Building
Bridges
To the Editor:

The citizens of Fairfax County
are most fortunate to have Colo-
nel Edwin C. Roessler, Jr. as the
Chief of Police.

Recently, at the invitation of
Colonel Roessler, I had the oppor-
tunity and privilege to meet with
him. From this meeting, I con-
cluded that he has the sincere de-
sire to work with the citizens of
Fairfax County and organizations
as the Virginia Citizens Coalition
for Police Accountability, Inc.
(CCPA). Under his leadership role,
Fairfax County has gained a stel-
lar reputation nationally as the
safest jurisdiction of our size
among the top 50 major cities. He
accomplished this through robust
partnerships with all members of
our uniquely diverse community.
His department is comprised of
police officers who possess the

Letters to the Editor
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www.partnersinrealestate.com
Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713

All Homes Open Sunday, July 12, 1–4 P.M.

1107 Gatewood Drive 7411 Park Terrace Drive

SO
LD
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7412 Admiral Drive
$825,000

Grand Colonial in Villamay•Lovely
Elevated Lot•Generous Entry Foyer
flanked by Formal Living and Dining
Rooms •Main Level Bedroom/Den and
Full Bath•Spacious, Open Island
Kitchen with Granite Counters, large
Breakfast Area and cozy Family Room
with Fireplace •Remodeled Expanded
Master Bath with Separate Shower,

Jetted Tub, Marble•Magnificent In-ground Pool•2 Car Garage  Dir.: S on G.W. Pkwy,
R Morningside, R Park Terrace, L Belle Vista, Right on Admiral to 7412 on Left.

8618 Highgate Road
$559,000

•Stratford Landing •Large Split
Foyer •New Stainless Kitchen
Appliances •Replacement Windows
•New Deck •Three Remodeled
Baths •Freshly Painted Interior
•Cozy Fireplace in Family Room
•Loads of Storage •Lots of House
for the Money  Dir.: S on G.W.
Pkwy, R Vernon View, L Elkin (becomes Londonderry), L on Highgate
to 8618 on Right.

722 S. Washington Street
#204 • $239,000

BONUS: Condo Fee Paid through
End of 2015! •Pristine One Bedroom
Unit •Faces Courtyard •Freshly
Painted •Lovely Parquet Floors
•Remodeled Bright, White Bath •Sunny
Kitchen w/Granite Counters, Stainless
& Black Appliances, Built-in Microwave,
Large Refrigerator w/Ice Maker
•Central Hot Water •Super Old Town

Locale near restaurants & shops •Public Transport to D.C. & Metro •Bike Storage
Rm •Close to Bike/Walking Trails   Dir.: From King St S on Washington to 722 on left.

6415 Potomac Avenue
$545,000

•Popular New Alexandria •On
Rare 1/3+ acre Corner Lot •New
Kitchen •New HVAC •New
Bath•New Fencing, Landscaping
& Irrigation System •Sunroom
•Garage•Unfinished Basement
•Terrific Starter Home •3 Bedrooms
•1.5 Baths •Won’t Last!!

116 Gretna Green Court • $500,000
•Beautiful 3-Level, All-Brick Townhome
•MOVE-IN READY •2 Master Suites •2 Full
& 2 Half Baths •Main-Level Hardwoods
•Updated Granite & Stainless Eat-in Kitchen
•Formal Step-down Living Room with
Fireplace & French Doors •Lower level Family
Room with Fireplace, Recessed Lighting,
Custom Wet Bar, & French Doors to Private
Fenced Patio •LL 3rd Bedroom/Den/Office
with Built-ins & Half Bath
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News

See Letters,  Page 12

T
his year Fort Hunt Elementary
School started a Backpack Friday
program as part of its new Care

and Share initiative. The program provides
food to 30 students who rely on school
meals for nourishment. The Fort Hunt El-
ementary school community is collaborat-
ing to help students through Care and
Share.

The program grew from serving 12 stu-
dents in September to 30 by May largely
through the investment of the Fort Hunt
Parent Teacher Association (PTA). “Our Fort
Hunt families and wider community have
made this program sustainable,” according
to Allison Verch, Fort Hunt PTA president.

In addition to the Fort Hunt PTA’s success-
ful restaurant-night fundraisers, Aldersgate
United Methodist Church, St. Aidan’s Epis-
copal Church, Waynewood Elementary
school, the Boy and Girl Scouts of America
and Our Daily Bread have provided critical
partnerships.

“It’s one of things that I am most proud
of — the way so many people have come
together to help. When students receive
adequate nutrition they’re more available
for learning,” said Thomas Fitzpatrick, prin-
cipal of Fort Hunt Elementary School.

The food bags are coordinated and deliv-

ered each week by FHES parent and Care
and Share Co-Chair Sarah Olson. Each pack
contains two breakfast items, two snacks,
two lunches and two dinners. FHES parent
Stacie Leathem provides fresh produce each
week.

Students receive extra food for long week-
ends such as Memorial Day and Columbus
Day. When the forecast called for snow, the
students received their bags on Thursdays.
In the case of an unanticipated snowfall,
Fitzpatrick and Fort Hunt Community Out-
reach Chair Kathy Lehner delivered door-
to-door.  In addition to the weekly bags, the
Care and Share program provided support
for the holiday breaks including Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas, and Spring Break. A local
Boy Scout troop, led by FHES parent An-
gela Perez provided clothing items and toys
at Christmas. Through a “Coins for Cran-
berries” fundraiser led by FHES parents
Carrie Sessine and Sara Olson, each family
received the makings of a full Thanksgiv-
ing feast. Additionally, each family received
bags of provisions for the long breaks.

The Care and Share program has also
provided clothing to students including
winter coats and hats and school supplies
including backpacks, notebooks, and pen-
cils.

BB&T Bank of Fairfax coordinated a gift of Back Pack Friday food packs
through Our Daily Bread of Fairfax. Fort Hunt Elementary School, and
six other elementary schools received more than 200 organized Back
PackFriday bags. School Counselor Erin Baker is on the right.

Care and Share Initiative Grows
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Letters to the Editor

From Page 10

highest standards of ethics and integrity.
This creates the foundation of its ability to
deliver a variety of essential police services
to protect and serve all members of their
community. His police officers perform their
very difficult jobs with respect for their com-
munity and in compliance with the law.

Unlike his predecessor, Colonel David M.
Rohrer, Colonel Roessler will appoint a
member of his department to work with the
CCPA to afford us the opportunity to work
together for the betterment of our commu-
nity. Our letter to Colonel Rohrer dated May
3, 2010 requesting “that he assign a mem-
ber of his department to work with us to
protect and enrich the quality of life for the
people of Fairfax County” was unanswered.

As a result of having Colonel Roessler
serve as our Chief of Police, Fairfax County
is a safe place to live, work, play, visit, and
grow old.

Nicholas R. Beltrante, Esq.
Executive Director

Virginia Citizens Coalition
for Police Accountability

Suport St. Jude and
Shriners Hospitals
To the Editor:

I encourage everyone to donate to St.
Jude Children’s’ Research Hospital and
Shriners Hospital for Children — two very
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From Page 11

Opinion

Letters

worthy organizations that do so much for
the children’s health and outlook on life.
St. Jude does pioneering research and treat-
ment for children with cancer and other life-
threatening diseases. During its existence,
St. Jude’s has increased the survival rate of
cancer children patients from 40 percent to
80 percent because of the pioneering can-
cer research done at the hospital. That re-
sult has given hope, life and opportunities
to many children. Children are provided
medical treatment regardless of families’
inability to pay. You can send your dona-
tion to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal, 501 St Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105.
Phone 1-800 805 5856.

Shriners Hospitals are a nationwide net-
work of 22 hospitals with services that in-
clude orthopedic conditions (e.g. prosthet-
ics for missing arms and legs), burns, spi-
nal cord injuries and cleft lip and palate to
children under 18. These hospitals have
helped more than one million children
reach their potential and lead more fulfill-
ing lives regardless of their families’ inabil-
ity to pay. Shriners places children’s’ well
being first in their treatment of illnesses.
You can send your donation to Shriners
Hospital for Children, P.O. Box 1525,
Ranson, WV 25438-0018, Phone 1 888 337
0080.

Most of the donated money for both St.
Jude’s and Shrine’s goes to help the chil-
dren with little used for administration and
raising funds.

Frank Medico
Mount Vernon

By Scott A. Surovell

Delegate (D-44)

T
his past week, the senior mem-
ber of Virginia’s congressional
delegation introduced legisla-
tion to remove the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency’s (EPA) ability to
hold Virginia accountable for failing to clean
up the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay.
People should be deeply disturbed. The
Potomac provides drinking water to five
million people.

A RICH HISTORY
The Potomac River was once a bountiful

asset and source of employment. In 1604,
Captain John Smith wrote of fish so plenti-
ful he could spear them with his sword,
oysters that “lay as thick as stones” and
schools of fish so plentiful that his men at-
tempted to catch them with frying pans.

One of Gen. George Washington’s most
profitable operations was his fishery. In
1772, he caught over one million herring
and 10,000 shad. In 1886, one report esti-
mated that 750 million shad were taken
from the Potomac River during the eight-
week season. At the turn of the century, a
Northern Virginia fisherman used a net with
over five miles of total sweep operated by
100 men and eight horses. Pre-World War
II census tables reveal hundreds of Fairfax,

Prince William and Stafford
County citizens employed in fish-
ing and aquaculture.

THE RIVER’S DECLINE
Between 1950 and 1970, the

picture changed. Potomac fish
populations and employment
plummeted because of degraded
water quality. Poor water quality
in the Chesapeake Bay caused similar popu-
lation crashes in other species such as oys-
ters and menhaden. Today, there is only one
family on Mason Neck still licensed as com-
mercial fishermen in Fairfax County.

Each year, Virginia’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality continues to list the
Potomac estuaries as impaired for fish con-
sumption and recreational uses due to PCB
contamination and prevalence of e-coli bac-
teria and fecal coliform (largely from live-
stock and pet waste). Lake Montclair in
Prince William County is impaired for mer-
cury in fish tissue. Significant nitrogen loads
frequently cause aquatic, life-killing algae
blooms in the Chesapeake Bay.

Some causes begin with livestock prac-
tices in the Shenandoah Valley; however,
some also lie here in Northern Virginia —
pollution flowing into the river from our
stormwater runoff. Most pre-1985 neigh-
borhoods have zero stormwater controls.

Northern Virginia’s streams continue to

suffer. Almost 70 percent of Fairfax
County’s streams are in fair to poor
condition. In my lifetime, I found
crawfish, turtles, eels and
fish in the small streams
in the Mount Vernon area.
Today, decades of abuse
from massive stormwater flows
have left many of our local streams
as biologically dead, over-eroded,

litter-filled ditches fed by uncontrolled sew-
ers.

ACTION NEEDED
The solution will require more than litter

enforcement and voluntary trash cleanups.
Because of Virginia’s failure to take the
major steps necessary to solve these prob-
lems, EPA is forcing action. U.S. Rep. Bob
Goodlatte’s effort to emasculate EPA’s abil-
ity to hold Virginia accountable is a giant
step backward.

Requiring farmers to keep their cows from
defecating in Virginia streams should not
be controversial. An upriver community
should not be able to use their portion of
the river in a way that destroys the river for
those who live downstream.

Legacy sites such as Dominion Power’s
coal ash dumps at Possum Point in Prince
William County should not be tolerated.
Coal ash is clearly linked to water pollu-
tion, especially when coal ash holding

ponds are near water. Dominion’s proposal
to place only a dirt cap on the Possum Point
pond is inadequate.

Northern Virginia also needs to
act. The construction of high-
quality transit on U.S. 1 should
be prioritized. Not only will it

bring carefully planned redevelopment, it
can also modernize storm water infrastruc-
ture. Localities also must actually fund the
plans they created a decade ago to restore
our watersheds by building real storm wa-
ter controls, those using low-impact ap-
proaches.

The EPA is the only agency which has the
authority to force action across all state
lines. Its authority must not be undermined
so that Virginia is not the only state taking
action.

We should work together to solve prob-
lems instead of fighting attempts at
progress, weakening environmental protec-
tions or turning enforcement measures into
partisan fights.

Clean water is not a partisan issue. The
Chesapeake Bay and Potomac River are
shared assets that bind the Commonwealth
of Virginia together and clean water is fun-
damental to our survival.

It is an honor to serve as your state del-
egate. Please email me at
scott@scottsurovell.org if you have any
feedback.

Prompt Action Needed To Clean Potomac River

Commentary

By Tim Hugo

State Delegate (R-40)

O
n July 1, legislation that I spon-
sored, HB1964, went into effect.
This new law is Virginia’s first

stand-alone human trafficking statute and
creates stricter penalties for traffickers,
greater protections for sex trafficking vic-
tims, and provides needed tools for pros-
ecutors and law enforcement to
stop human trafficking in Virginia.

At a recent forum on human
trafficking at George Mason Uni-
versity, Det. Bill Woolf of the Fairfax County
Police Department Human Trafficking Unit
shared a bit of startling news. Woolf stated
that without the passage of HB1964, only
11 of the 120 or so open cases dealing with
human trafficking could be pursued. Ac-
cording to Woolf, because of this new law,
almost all of these cases can now be pur-
sued.

Until today, Virginia was the only state in
the nation without a dedicated human traf-
ficking law and was one of only two states
that did not specifically criminalize sex traf-

ficking. The enactment of this law marks
another goal reached for Virginia’s many
organizations and individuals engaged in
stopping this abhorrent crime. Thanks to
the efforts of many, the General Assembly
has established laws to combat the scourge
of sex trafficking in Virginia; as a result of
these long-term efforts, Virginia finally has
a strong sex trafficking law in place.

This new section of the Virginia Code es-
tablishes the new offense of sex
trafficking, which provides sub-
stantial penalties, including a
Class 3 felony when the victim is

a minor — regardless of whether the child
was forced, intimidated or coerced. This dis-
tinction reflects the disturbing reality of
how traffickers prey on the vulnerability
and trust of young victims and ensures
greater protections for Virginia’s children.
The new law also closes a gap in Virginia
law by criminalizing the recruitment of
minors and adults for commercial sex. Fur-
ther, the law provides for the use of
multijurisdictional grand juries and includes
sex trafficking as a predicate crime under
Virginia’s racketeering and criminal street

gang statutes — ensuring that prosecutors
and law enforcement can use these laws to
combat criminal enterprises that engage in
sex trafficking across jurisdictional lines.

I would like to thank the many people,
elected officials, and community groups
that had a hand in crafting this legislation;
particularly, the Kids Are Not For Sale in VA
Coalition and the Richmond Justice Initia-
tive.

The threat of sex trafficking is closer to
home than many realize, and in the Gen-
eral Assembly we are committed to eradi-
cating this crime against our young people.
This stand alone statute will now send traf-
fickers the message that they are not wel-
come here and that our kids are not for sale
in Virginia. Not now, and not ever.

This will be the fourth piece of legislation in four
years introduced by Hugo aimed at human traffick-
ing. HB1898, introduced by Hugo in 2011, passed
into law, making abduction for the purposes of child
prostitution a felony. HB1606, which became law in
2013, increased the punishment for those soliciting
minors for prostitution. Most recently in 2014, he
passed HB485, which empowers law enforcement to
better track down and arrest suspected traffickers.

Legislation Combats Sex Trafficking

Commentary

Email announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for event:
phone, email and/or website. Photos and artwork
welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

THURSDAY/JULY 9

Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce
Business Breakfast. 8-9:30 a.m. at Embassy
Suites Fort Belvoir, Springfield. The July
Business Breakfast will feature the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency. Tickets are $25
for Chamber members and $35 for nonmembers.
Price includes admission and breakfast buffet.
Visit www.mtvernon-leechamber.org.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Mount Vernon Adult Day Health Care

Center in Alexandria needs a licensed
beautician, a social companion and a Spanish-
speaking social companion. For these and other
volunteer opportunities, call 703-324-5406, TTY
711 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults
and click on Volunteer Solutions.

Bulletin Board
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Potomac Greens/Old Town  1742 Potomac Greens Dr,
Alexandria, VA Elegant 4 BR TH – the largest model in Potomac
Greens. Sunlit spaces, high ceilings, gleaming HDWS, MBR suite
w/2 walk-in’s & lux bath, 3 FPL, rooftop deck, 2-car garage.
$984,900  Karen Leonard  CBmove.com/AX8657379

River Towers 6631 Wakefield Drive #718, Alexandria, VA  1 Bed unit,
714 sq ft, hdwd floors, tile bath, utilities included in condo fee. Fantastic
commuter property close to G.W. Pkwy, Rt. 1, & Huntington Metro. Outdoor
pool, playground, basketball court, tennis court, picnic area, exercise room
and garden plot.  $174,000  Jane King  CBmove.com/FX8524943

Gum Springs  7825 Belvedere Dr, Alexandria, VA  Home has plenty of
space with six bedrooms, three full baths and over 3,100 sq. ft. on two
floors. Located approx. ten minutes south of the Beltway between Fort
Hunt Road and Route 1. Close to public transportation, shopping, restau-
rants and more.  $489,000  Mark Souder CBmove.com/FX8669443

Open House Sunday 1-4pm
Cameron Station 
327 Fucci Court, Alexandria, VA

Sunny Cameron Station Bradley
model. New hardwoods, carpet,
paint, plantation shutters.
Beautiful throughout w/4 levels,
3 very large Bedrooms and 3 1/2
Bathrooms. Built-ins, FP, deck, &
kitchen with bump-out bay win-
dow & adjacent eat-in area. 2-car
garage. Low HOA fee. $645,000

David & Stephanie Thorpe
CBmove.com/AX8623169

Old Town
310 South Saint Asaph Street,
Alexandria, VA

Located on one of the loveliest
blocks in Old Town, this brick
2 BR + den + 2 1⁄2 BA historic
townhome boasts original pine
floors, fp, exposed brick walls & a
gorgeous courtyard.  $945,000
Donnan Wintermute
CBmove.com/AX8671818

Sunny View/Mount Vernon  3460 Little Hunting Creek Dr,
Alexandria, VA  Gorgeous home on large lot surrounded by towering
trees & beautiful green space! New kitchen, updated baths, hdwd
floors, huge master suite, enclosed patio, & garage, on cul-de-sac.
$475,900  Karen Leonard  CBmove.com/FX8677538

Just listed! Victorian Hills 404 Hanson Ln, Alexandria, VA Located on a quiet cul-de-
sac, this lovingly maintained Dutch colonial offers generous room sizes, 2 FPs, fabulous
kitchen fully renovated in 2009 and gorgeous woodland views! Terrific lower level family
room with 10-ft. ceiling, 2 walls of custom built-ins & French doors opening onto beautiful
deck. This is truly a ten!  $1,125,000  Donnan Wintermute CBmove.com/AX8676819

Wilton Woods Area 5904 Dewey Dr, Alexandria, VA
Charming brick rambler nicely renovated. Beautiful pool and spa!
Located near Metro, 3 BR, 2.5 BA, theater room, screened porch,
deck www.RitaRealtor.com.  Must see. $499,900
Rita McCauley-Redmond CBmove.com/FX8681319

Huge Price Reduction!
Old Town
618 South Alfred Street,
Alexandria, VA
Great investment opportunity.
Beautiful detached Victorian
building in Old Town Alex-
andria. Can be used for
residential or commercial.
3,000 sq. ft. of space with 5
off-street parking spaces.
$699,999
Michelle Mitchell
CBmove.com/AX8668100

Open House, Sunday 1-4pm
Old Town

335 N Royal St, Alexandria, VA
4 beautiful luxury townhomes in the heart of
Old Town Alexandria! Off-street parking and

an elevator are just 2 of the features!
$1,799,000

Michelle Mitchell  CBmove.com/AX8423162

Open House,
Sunday 1-4pm
Northampton Place
3101 Hampton Dr N, Unit
#1412, Alexandria, VA
Great location. Minutes to
I-395. Close to Mark Center,
Pentagon, D.C. Spectacular
view of Arlington and D.C.
from this 14th Flr unit. 2 BR,
2 BA, Den, 2 parking garage
spcs + upgrades.  $474,900
Jaime Molinares
CBmove.com/AX8601296
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2  901 Dalebrook Drive — $1,260,000

4  8709 Fort Hunt Road —
$1,150,000

9  8027 Washington Road — $900,000

7  6213 Arkendale Road — $1,050,000

5  1913 Windsor Road — $1,100,000

Address .............................. BR FB HB ... Postal City .. Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC . PostalCode ....... Subdivision ......... Date Sold

1  9409 LUDGATE DR ................ 4 .. 5 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,800,000 .... Detached ..... 0.50 ........ 22309 WASHINGTON WOODS POTOMAC 05/28/15

2  901 DALEBROOK DR ............. 6 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,260,000 .... Detached ..... 0.65 ........ 22308 ............ WAYNEWOOD ........... 05/29/15

3  9496 LYNNHALL PL ............... 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,200,000 .... Detached ..... 0.43 ........ 22309 ................ OXFORD ............... 05/15/15

4  8709 FORT HUNT RD ............ 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,150,000 .... Detached ..... 0.52 ........ 22308 ........ PLYMOUTH HAVEN ....... 05/29/15

5  1913 WINDSOR RD .............. 4 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,100,000 .... Detached ..... 0.71 ........ 22307 ............ BELLE HAVEN ........... 05/21/15

6  7623 ADMIRAL DR ............... 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,055,000 .... Detached ..... 0.67 ........ 22308 ......... FENWICK ESTATES ........ 05/29/15

7  6213 ARKENDALE RD ........... 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,050,000 .... Detached ..... 0.26 ........ 22307 ............ BELLE HAVEN ........... 05/14/15

8  3159 WOODLAND LN ........... 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,025,000 .... Detached ..... 0.61 ........ 22309 ......... WOODLAND PARK ........ 05/27/15

9  8027 WASHINGTON RD ........ 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $900,000 .... Detached ..... 0.15 ........ 22308 ...... HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE ..... 05/29/15

10  1211 TATUM DR ................... 4 .. 3 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $855,000 .... Detached ..... 1.63 ........ 22307 ............... VILLAMAY .............. 05/06/15

Copyright 2015 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of June 15, 2015.

Mount Vernon REAL ESTATE
May, 2015 Top Sales

In May 2015, 148 homes sold between $1,800,000-$130,000

 in the Mount Vernon area.
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

HomeLifeStyle

By John Byrd

A
pproaching retirement, Kathleen David
and her husband decided it was time to
sell their multi-level townhouse and find
a suitable one-level living option. The plan

was a condominium that could be purchased at a
favorable price and upgraded within a budget.

Accustomed to urban living, the couple mainly
wanted freedom from stairs, available parking, and
a spot for a favorite China cabinet.

“We were quite satisfied with our choice,” David
said of the 1,300-square-foot unit conveniently situ-
ated in an 11-story, 30-year-old Crystal City com-
plex. “After we had been in residence for about a
year, we started looking for contractors to help us
upgrade the master bath, which was terribly dated.”

What came as a surprise as interviews got under
way, though, was how few contractors were willing,
or able, to work in a condominium.

“There are lots of rules and restrictions,” David
said. “Eventually, we learned that remodeling a room
in a condo can take 20-30 percent longer than it takes
to a complete a comparable project in a single fam-
ily home. Several well-known firms wouldn’t even
meet with us.”

As such, Sarah Wolf at Foster Remodeling Solu-
tions was a breath of fresh air.

“We hit it off right away,” David said. “She under-
stood condo remodeling challenges completely. She
provided relevant, inspired ideas in the first meet-
ing, and the collaboration only improved from there.”

So much so, in fact, that the single full bathroom
slated for improvement became two, and the inte-
rior design ideas grew progressively more sophisti-
cated.

“Condos have always been interesting to me —
partly because they require very precise space plans,”
Wolf said. “In a tight footprint, inches make all the
difference and the design effects that add to that cru-
cial sense of spaciousness must be expertly executed.
Professionally, it’s exhilarating to design out of the
picture the apparent limitations in a room — so that
only thing an owner is aware of is how attractive the
space is, and how well it works.”

BEGINNING WITH a “style preferences” photo
slide show narrated by David (who had stockpiled
ideas for close to a year), Wolf began by grappling

with an unyieldingly compact 220 square feet that
could not be enlarged in any direction.

Removing a wall between the vanity and tub in
the master bathroom, for instance, added just two
inches of floor space, yet the half-wall and frameless
glass space divider that now surrounds the newly
installed walk-in shower offers an open look that
previously didn’t exist.

More to the point, Wolf’s softly textured interior
design scheme provides the eye with something to
enjoy:

❖ Oversized (12-inch by 14-inch) porcelain tile in
the shower glazed to resemble soft white marble;

❖ Parallel bands of small-scale glass mosaic em-
bedded in the shower walls at eye- and waist- level.
The color accentuates the gray tones in the floor tile;

❖ Accent tiles capping the low-wall around the tub
visually unify the rear of the room with the front-
facing vanity while concealing grout lines. The ef-
fect: narrow spaces now seem much wider;

❖ A black and white art deco-style ceramic bas-
ket-weave pattern for the shower also prevents slip-
ping;

❖ A blue-grey-black Cambria quartz countertop
color-coordinated with vanity cabinet facings lac-
quered in a black-brush-applied mushroom gray
stain.

Polished chrome plumbing fixtures, likewise, com-
bine with metal surfaces to form a bright, reflective
surface which is, in turn, offset by a charcoal gray
porcelain tile streaked with white veining.

To heighten the room’s visual rhythm, Wolf and
team installed the 12” x 24” tiles diagonally across
the floor from front to back.

On the walls, soft blue-gray paint highlights re-
flected blue flecks in the countertops, a counterbal-
ance to the bright white ceiling.

“Alternation and balance are important when
you’re working with small spaces,” said Wolf. “In ef-
fect, you have a three dimensional canvas formed by
walls, floors, ceiling — and each side is a critical
part of the whole. When the design statement is well-
made, the finished space feels peaceful, pleasant, a
room you want to spend time in. Size becomes un-
important.”

That said, Wolf applied considerable engineering
skill in designing built-ins to satisfy precisely-mea-
sured storage requirements.

“There was nothing but an open cabinet under the
vanity before,” David said. “Sarah designed appro-
priately-sized drawers, shelves and recessed a stor-
age spaces for everything we use in this space. The
new sense of order in both bathrooms has been won-
derful.”

As an aging-in-place consideration, Wolf found
room for an in-shower bench and grab bars. A hand-
held shower head on a slide bar adjusts to the own-
ers’ different height requirements.

“Everything has been carefully tailored to our
needs,” said David. “We feel fortunate to have got-
ten such a winning result.”

Details
Foster Remodeling Solutions periodically offers work-

shops on home remodeling topics. Call 703-550-1371 or
visit www.fosterremodeling.com.

Pair of luxury baths add
comfort and charm to 30-
year-old Arlington condo.

Big Upgrade in Little Package

Recognizing that inches count in a
tight footprint that can’t be ex-
panded, Sarah Wolf at Foster Re-
modeling Solutions gained just two
inches of floor space by removing a
wall between the vanity and the tub
(left); the half-wall and frameless
glass space divider that now sur-
rounds the newly installed walk-in
shower (right) offers a new open
look.

Photo courtesy of HomeFrontsNews

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

JULY
7/22/2015.........................................................Pet Connection
7/29/2015..Professional Profiles & Business in the Community

AUGUST
8/5/2015....................................................................Wellbeing
8/12/2015..........................................................HomeLifeStyle
8/19/2015.............A+ Camps & Schools –  Back to School –

Private Schools
8/26/2015.............Newcomers & Community Guide Pullout

SEPTEMBER
9/2/2015.....................................................................Wellbeing
Labor Day is Sept. 7
9/9/2015..HomeLifeStyle Pullout – Real Estate & New Homes
9/16/2015...........................A+ Camps & Schools Open Houses
9/23/2015.......................Fall Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
9/30/2015...................Professional Profiles & Your Business in
    the Community
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning
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By Shirley Ruhe

The Gazette

A
ncho chili pepper, garlic and on
ion powder are poured into the
large aluminum pot already sim-
mering with ketchup, vinegar

and leftover pork drippings. “We don’t waste
anything here,” Allie Barfield, chef at Bilbo
Baggins on Queen Street said. “This BBQ
sauce is very complex. Now I’m adding the
sweet chili sauce. We put in cinnamon
sticks, Worcestershire sauce, tamarind

paste, sweet red curry
paste and fresh coffee.
People taste it and say

‘what is in that’.” She explains the recipe is
half from her husband Garrett’s family, his
uncle Barfield’s pig pickin’ sauce sold in
North Carolina grocery stores and half from
her family’s restaurant recipe.

“My parents have had this restaurant for
many years. My father left home in Long
Island at 16 and went to Switzerland where
he was classically trained. He worked as a

chef in star restaurants in eight coun-
tries over 10 years. He taught me what
I know. Garrett and I lived in North
Carolina and one day he said we
should start a restaurant. I said ‘Are
you crazy?’ My family has had a suc-
cessful restaurant for 30 years and we
would probably go broke in less than
five years if we started our own,” she
said.

So they moved back to Alexandria
where they are gradually taking over
Bilbo Baggins. “I started in the back
of the house (the kitchen) in 2012.”
Now her husband is the bar manager
and in charge of the front of the house.

“I have been working here since I
was a teenager, out in front hosting. I
would always be in the kitchen peel-
ing carrots on days off from school or
rolling silverware in napkins. When
my class took a field trip they would stop
here and my dad would make them lunch.”
She picks up a large bottle. “See I’m put-
ting in the molasses to give the barbecue

sauce some thickness and the dark
color.” It will cook for 2-3 hours.

Nine loaves of raisin bread are lined
up on trays waiting to be sliced and de-
livered to lunch diners. “This is our fa-
mous raisin bread. I use seven different
flours that I get from Pennsylvania.
People come here just to get it.” On the
rack below are homemade croutons for
the white chocolate bread pudding. “We
make everything from scratch here down
to the mayo,” she said. A pot of onion
soup sits on a back burner, steam filling
the kitchen as she stirs the onions into
the broth. Barfield has sliced the onions
and sautéed them in canola oil until they
are softened, added two casseroles of
chicken stock as well as beef consommé.
She will finish it off with fresh thyme.
Today she had arrived at 8 a.m. to bake
the bread and begin making the onion
soup and lobster and shrimp bisque.
Then on to the set up and prep work.
The restaurant opens at 11:30 a.m. ex-
cept Sunday when it opens at 10:30 for
brunch.

Barfield has seen tastes change in the
restaurant over time. “People don’t eat
as much dessert because they are on a

diet. Also they look for small
plates.”

She explains that a number of
their dishes combine different in-
gredients than one would expect.
“Years ago we made fried chicken
wings but then people didn’t want
to eat fried food.” But she says they
reinvented the dragon wings mari-
nated with spicy lime leaf sauce
and finished with cilantro and
crushed peanuts for texture.
“These are popular in the bar.” She
says her father added pizza a few
years ago and thought they would
sell a few. “But pizzas are very
popular and we probably sell 500
a week. We get our pizza stones
from Italy and they take a l-o-n-g
time to get here, but they work
really well. It only takes 2-3 min-
utes to cook this Shire pizza (shredded
pulled pork, caramelized onions and that
special BBQ sauce) in the 800-900 degree
oven,” Barfield said. “We used to cook our
pizza there, pointing to a large brick fire-
place in the center of the dining room. “But
then the fire marshal came ….”

Garrett interjects that one of his favorite
dishes is the fettuccini with seafood, espe-
cially since they started adding the fresh
clams and mussels.

Barfield said that 10 years ago when

Steam wafts over the stove as Allie Barfield, chef at Bilbo Baggins on
Queen Street, stirs the simmering onion soup that she is making for lunch.

Beer, Barbecue
And Bilbo Baggins

people asked her dad what he did and he
said he was a chef, they shrugged their
shoulders and said OK. Now with the ad-
vent of all of the food networks exploding,
people think it is a glamorous job. But she
reflected that most of the time it is not; it is
hard work. A crab-asparagus quiche joins a
Caesar salad on the top shelf ready to be
delivered to the first lunch customers.
Barfield double checks the pot, grates in
fresh orange and lemon peel and stirs the
barbecue sauce one more time.

 Allie Barfield’s husband, Garrett,
who handles the upfront duties and
manages the bar, is loading up a
plate with raisin bread made with
seven different flours from Pennsyl-
vania.

 A final step in the preparation of the
special BBQ sauce is the grating of
lemon and orange peel. The sauce will
simmer for 2-3 hours until it has  thick-
ened to desired consistency.

In the Kitchen

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
“Saturate.” Through July 19 during

gallery hours at the Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Six artists use different
mediums to convey moisture. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org.

“Borders & Boundaries.” During
gallery hours through July at the
Target Gallery at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Artists
were inspired the “outsider’s
perspective” for this exhibit. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org.

“Magical, Mystical Animals.”
Through July 25, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
daily at The Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. Studio 18. Artists will
display art inspired by childhood
stories and mythical creatures.
Admission is free. Visit
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

Mt. Vernon Recreation Center Art
Class Exhibit. Through July 28,
Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Saturday 7 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sunday 7
a.m.-6 p.m. at Saint Elmo’s Coffee
Pub, 2300 Mt. Vernon Ave. View
drawings and paintings done by the
senior art class. Free. Visit
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com.

Hollin Meadows Summertime
Writing Nights. 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Mondays through Aug. 17 at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Families and
elementary students (grades
kindergarten through third) can read,

write and talk with teachers. Free.
Email
Hollinmeadowses.KeepInTouch@fcps.edu
for more.

Paintings by Stanley Agbontaen.
Through Aug. 28 at The Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts
Center, 4915 E. Campus Drive. The
Maryland-based international artist’s
depictions of scenes are painted on
oil canvas. Free. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
alexandria/schlesingercenter for
more.

Cool Yoga. Wednesdays through Sept.
4, 6:30–7:30 p.m. at 1900 Mt.
Vernon Ave. Participate in group

yoga sessions taught by Prasada
Yoga’s Maureen Clyne and enjoy
refreshments provided by St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub and other local eateries.
Suitable for all levels. Bring mat,
towel and water. Free. Call 703-671-
2000.

Special Family Museum Tours.
Saturdays through Sept. 7, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N Royal St. Flexible tours and
hands-on activities provide a deeper
experience into the social and
political life of Alexandria in the 18th

and 19th centuries. Tickets are $5 for
adults ($4 with AAA card), $3

Entertainment

Calendar
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Little Theatre of Alexandria

600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

September 5-26, 2015

AUDITIONS:
Saturday July 11th, 2 pm
Sunday, July 12th, 7 pm

CALLBACKS:
Tuesday, July 14th, by invitation

LAUGHING STOCK, a backstage farce, with a
behind-the-scene look at the world of Summer
Stock Theatre that is nowhere close to
Broadway in any and all aspects. All characters
are stereotypical theater types that all of us
have worked with, loved, and in some cases
have been or will be. Details listed under the
pull-down “auditions” button on our website.

SHOW DATES:

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please be advised that a brief fireworks display will take
place as part of a private event at George Washington’s

Mount Vernon on the following date:

Saturday, July 11,
between 9:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. (5 minutes)

The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association thanks you for your
tolerance and apologizes for any disruption. To receive Mount

Vernon fireworks notifications via e-mail, write to:
Events@MountVernon.org.

children ages 5-12, and children ages
4 and under as well as Alexandria
Public School and Blue Star families
receive free admission. Coupons
accepted. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org for more.

Baseball Boat to Nationals Park.
Through Sept. 26 at various time.
Leaves from the Alexandria Marina, 1
Cameron St. Baseball fans can avoid
heavy traffic and cruise along the
Potomac to Nationals Park. Tickets
are $20 one-way and $25 round-trip.
Visit www.potomacriverboatco.com/
baseball-boat.php.

Doggy Happy Hour. Tuesdays
through Oct. at 5-8 p.m. at Jackson
20, 480 King St. Enjoy discounted
drinks and treats with one’s dog.
Free. Visit www.jackson20.com/
buzzevents_events.php.

Water Taxi to the National Mall.
Through Nov. 1, at various times at
Alexandria Marina, 1 Cameron St.
Cruise from Old Town to D.C. on the
Miss Sophia, while stopping view
some of the area’s most popular
attractions. Tickets are $28 roundtrip
and $14 one-way for adults. For
children under 12, tickets are $16
roundtrip and $8 one-way. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com/.

Journey to Be Free: Alexandria
Freedmen’s Cemetery. Tuesday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Alexandria
Black History Museum, 902 Wythe
St. A new exhibit tracing the 150-
year history of the long-forgotten
Freedmen’s Cemetery, its rediscovery
and how the new Contrabands and
Freedmen’s Cemetery Memorial was
created at the site. Call 703-746-
4356.

Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of
1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Lee-
Fendall House and Gardens, 614

Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call
703.548.1789.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria-a $26 added
value. Visit
www.PresPassport.Monticello.org for
more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon-5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. Noon
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon

Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 pm.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is
open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to Park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Art for Life. Third Thursday of every
month. 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Hyatt
Regency Crystal City has partnered
will the National Kidney Foundation
for a program highlighting a different
artist each month for a year.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more. Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Tiny Dancers 2015 Summer

Camps. Each session includes daily
instruction in ballet, a snack, fine
motor exercise through a theme-

Entertainment

See Calendar,  Page 20
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related craft and a story with dress-
up dance interpretation. The session
culminates with a recital and
reception. Tiny Dancers is designed
for ages 2-12, featuring a
performance based ballet, tap, jazz
and musical theater curriculum. The
studio is located at 621 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Call 703-
739-0900 or visit
www.tinydancers.com for more.

Art League Summer Camps.
Registration for Summer Art Camp
2015 is now open. Art Camps run
Monday to Friday, June 22-Aug. 21.
Camps are available for ages 5 and
older, with morning, afternoon, or all
day options. Subjects include:
drawing, cartooning, painting,
photography, ceramics, sculpture,
jewelry, fiber arts, clay animation,
and Basic Art Camp (a new medium
each day). $155-$345. Visit
www.theartleague.org/content/
art_camp for more.

2015 Youth Summer Art Camp.
July 20-25 or July 27-31 at Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave. Youth ages 8-14 spend one
week creating art and learning
creative techniques, followed by a
one-day gallery show. All art
supplies, lunch, and snacks are
provided. $300 per child.
Scholarships are available. See
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
ArtCamp.

Grown-Ups Art Camp. June 29-July
17 at Del Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Adult art instruction
including 37 workshops and events.
Classes range from working with
resin to polymer clay; from creating a
monotype or paper masterpiece to
learning how to tango. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org.

Summer of Smiles. The Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities’
Summer Fun Guide, is now available.

Elizabeth and Rick Myllenbeck in front of the future
Sonoma Cellar.

Wine Cellar Needs a
Little Help from Friends

The interior of the future home of the Sonoma Cellar
Tasting Room. Sonoma Cellar is located at 207 King
St. and the owners, Rick and Elizabeth Myllenbeck,
plan to open in late July or early Aug.

Classes & Workshops

Nightlife

E
lizabeth and Rick
Myllenbeck have a vision
for 207 King St. They

want to turn the historic 1810
Bartleman house in the heart of
Old Town into the Sonoma Cellar,
a wine-tasting room, bistro, and
gift shop. Originally from Sonoma
County, Calif., the newlyweds
came to the area just short of four
years ago on business; Rick
Myllenbeck works with the U.S.
Navy.

“We really missed the Northern
California wine-tasting experi-
ence. So, when we came out here,
we talked a lot about it and our
friends said ‘You know what? You
should do that here,’” said Rick
Myllenbeck. They plan to outfit the King
Street location with 112 seats. Guests will
find wine predominantly from Sonoma
County and Virginia to be served in the
upstairs dining room and in the outdoor
“wine garden” alongside a full menu pre-
pared by Chef Bernard Henry. Sonoma will
be the first wine tasting room in Alexan-
dria.

However, the couple must bring the build-

Summer camps and activities are
available for youth ages 2-17 and
include sports, dance, creative arts,
computer, chess, enrichment, nature,
adventure, Out of School Time
(residents only) and classic camps.
The guide has an index listing camps
by week offered and age group.
Register online or in-person at the
Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. The
Summer Fun Guide is available for
download at www.alexandriava.gov/
Recreation. Free printed brochures
will be available at City Hall,
recreation centers, and public
libraries. Call the Registration and
Reservation Office at 703-746-5414.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.
every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
our live models. Fee ranges from $8-
$12. All skill levels are welcome. Del
Ray Artisans is located at 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

Community Yoga. Wednesdays 9:30-
10:30 a.m. and Sundays 7:30-8:45
p.m. at 532YOGA, 532 N.
Washington St. Suite 100. No
experience required to participate in
weekly community class. Suggested
$10 donation. Visit
www.532yoga.com.

Tween Yoga. Thursdays, May 28-July
16. 4-5 p.m. at at 532YOGA, 532 N.
Washington St. Suite 100. 532Yoga
uses yoga to help tweens develop
greater self-confidence. The
workshop fee is $125 or $20 for
drop-in classes. Visit
www.532Yoga.com.

Drawing and Painting Lab for
Teens. Wednesdays, June 24-July
15, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Teens ages 13-17 may explore
techniques including concepts of
shape, line, texture and color
blending. The fee is $77 for four 2-
hour lessons. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring.

MONDAY/JULY 6-AUG. 24
Yoga for Gardeners. Mondays

through Aug. 24, 9:45-10:45 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. This class is a gentle
introduction to the Vinyasa method
which helps participants increase the
strength, flexibility and endurance
necessary for gardening. The class is
held indoors. The class is $86 per
person. Register on-line at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring.

FRIDAY/JULY 10
Jason D. Williams and Dale

Watson & The Lonestars. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere Music Hall,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Combining
both country and rock, Jason D.
Williams performs along with Dale
Watson. Tickets start at $25. Visit
www.birchmere.com/calendar/ for
tickets.

Tom Principato Band. 8 p.m. at The
Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger Ave.
Tom Principato performs his
trademark guitar riffs live. Tickets

start at $25. There is a $25 minimum
food and beverage purchase required
per guest, except for general
admission tickets. Visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

Four Mile Summer Movie Festival.
Movies start at dusk and are shown
at the Four Mile Conservatory
Building, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave.
National Community Church’s
inaugural summer movie festival is
co-sponsored by the City of
Alexandria. Film schedule is as
follows: Friday, July 10, “The Lego
Movie;” Friday, Aug. 7, “Mcfarland
USA;” Friday, Sept. 11, “Cool
Runnings.” Bring a blanket or chair.
Free. Visit www.theaterchurch.com
for more.

JULY 10-19
Alexandria Live Music Week.

Various times at venues throughout
the city. Find music from almost
every genre. Admission varies by
venus. Visit www.livemusicweek.com
for a full schedule.

SATURDAY/JULY 11
Alexandria’s Historic Breweries

Guided Tour and Tasting. 10
a.m.-12:30 p.m. in Old Town. Learn
about the history of local breweries
on a walking tour. Tickets are $20.
Visit www.visitalexandriava.com/
things-to-do/summer-in-alexandria/.

Gardening Exposition. 10:30 a.m.-
12 p.m. at Burke Branch Library,
4701 Seminary Road. The Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia
provide a program on container
gardening and composting with
focuses ranging from selecting and
potting plants to building a compost
pile. Free. Enroll at mgnv.org.

Canine Cruise. 11 a.m. at Alexandria
City Marina, 1 Cameron St. The
family dog is welcome to join in on

an hour-long cruise through the
Alexandria Seaport. Tickets are $16
for adults and $10 for children. Dogs
ride free. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com/
canine-cruise.php.

Old Fashioned Cookout and Talent
Showcase 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Fort
Hunt Park. 8999 Fort Hunt Road.
Fun family event with lots of food,
music, door prizes, games, face
painting for children, a photo booth,
and a talent show. Tickets are $16
for adults, $8 for ages 6-12, free for
children 6 and under. For tickets,
contact smiles0406@hotmail.com or
lderamous@hotmail.com.

Music Performance. 6:30-9 p.m. at
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N
Union St. As part of Alexandria Live
Music Week, Nomadic Jazz will be
hosting saxophonist and composer
Elijah Jamal Balbed. Admission is
$22. Visit www.torpedofactory.org/
event/nomadic-jazz/

Alexandria/USA Birthday
Celebration. 7-10 p.m. at Oronoco
Bay Park, 100 Madison St. Watch
fireworks and live entertainment.
Free. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com/
alexandria-birthday-celebration/.

Old Time Banjo Festival. 7:30 p.m.
at The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. 9th Annual Mike
Seeger commemorative festival,
featuring Cathy Fink, Marcy Marxer,
Jayme Stone, David Reed, and Adam
Hurt. Tickets start at $29.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com/calendar for
tickets.

MONDAY/JULY 13
Gardening Program. 7-8:30 p.m. at

Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. The Master Gardeners of Northern
Virginia present “Rebooting Your
Summer Herb Garden,” a session
focused on maintenance and helpful

Entertainment

ing up to code. “It’s been left to ruin,” Eliza-
beth Myllenbeck said. “The last upgrade to
the building was 1989 … Not only are we
in the midst of trying to open a wine-tast-
ing room, we are in the middle of historic
preservation.”

After some funding queries, the
Myllenbecks launched an Indiegogo cam-
paign to help with the costs of a $88,000
HVAC system and industrial-strength

kitchen hood. “We’re doing everything we
can to help make it right and not cut cor-
ners,” said Rick Myllenbeck.

As of late June, the building is unfur-
nished and unfabricated, but with promis-
ing details. Industrial-style pendant lamps
hang from soaring ceilings in the dining
room, and the tasting room is equipped with
a 20-foot-long tasting table built by local

craftsman KC Cromwell from a tree har-
vested in Mount Vernon.

“We’re optimistic people,” said Elizabeth
Myllenbeck. The Myllenbecks plan to open
by late July or early August. To contribute,
visit www.indiegogo.com/projects/sonoma-
cellar-historic-preservation-wine.

–Sarai Johnson
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Exp. 7/31/15

tips. Free. Register at mgnv.org.

SUNDAY/JULY 12
Southside Johnny & The Asbury

Jukes. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Closely associated with Bruce
Springsteen, Southside Johnny and
his band performs live. Tickets start
at $39.50. Visit www.birchmere.com.

TUESDAY/JULY 14
Bastille Day Wine Dinner. 7 p.m. at

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N
Royal St. Eat an 18th century-inspired
five-course dinner paired with fine
French wines. Tickets are $100. RSVP
by calling 703-747-4242 or by
visiting shop.alexandriava.gov.

Toad the Wet Sprocket. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. American
alternative rock band perform with
guest Derik Hultquist. Tickets start at
$45. Visit www.birchmere.com/
calendar for tickets.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 15
Toad the Wet Sprocket. 7:30 p.m. at

The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. American
alternative rock band perform with
guest Derik Hultquist. Tickets start at
$45. Visit www.birchmere.com/
calendar for tickets.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/JULY 16-18
The Bacon Brothers. 7:30 p.m. at

The Birchmere Music Hall 3701,
Mount Vernon Ave. The Bacon
Brothers is the American musical duo
of Michael Bacon and Kevin Bacon.
Although they have played music

together since they were boys, the
brothers have only been a working
band since 1995. Tickets are $39.50.
Visit www.birchmere.com for more.

FRIDAY/JULY 17
Musical Tribute to Frank Sinatra.

8 p.m. at The Carlyle Club, 2050
Ballenger Ave. Tony Sands celebrates
100 years of Sinatra’s music. Tickets
start at $28. There is a $25 minimum
food and beverage purchase required
per guest, except for general
admission tickets. Visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 18
Folk Night Friday. 6:30-9:30 p.m. at

Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron
St. Featured artist ilyAIMY plays
acoustic rock with mixed genre
inspirations. $10 for residents and
$15 for non-residents in advance,
$15 for residents and $20 for non-
residents at the door. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov.

Tom Teasley: Sonic Saturation
Performance and Sound
Installation. 7 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. This one-
time installation, inspired and
created with water, will include pre-
recorded ambient sound combined
with live performance on unusual
instruments. $15 admission. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

Marine Chamber Orchestra
Concert Series. 7:30 p.m. at The
Schlesinger Center, 4915 East
Campus Drive. The United States
Marine Chamber Orchestra continues
its summer concert series. Free. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter.

Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500

Shenandoah Road. The dance is open
to the public and features the Mount
Vernon Swing Band. $4 at the door.
Call 703-765-4573.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/JULY 17-18
Comcast Outdoor Film Festival.

5:30 p.m. at Waterfront Park. Watch
films on a 40-foot inflatable movie
screen. Films are as follows: Friday,
July 17 – “How to Train Your Dragon
2” (PG); Saturday, July 18 – “X-Men:
Days of Future Past” (PG-13). Bring
blankets and chairs. Free. Visit
www.AlexandriaFilmFest.com,
www.AlexandriaVA.gov or call 703-
746-5592.

SATURDAY/JULY 18
“Sing for your Life” Free Vocal

Workshop. 1– 5 p.m. at
Convergence Arts Initiative (Main
Building), 1801 N Quaker Lane. The
Alexandria Singers are offering a new
program to anyone interested in
developing his or her singing talents
in a stress-free choral environment.
The program will include one-on-one
instruction from a trained teacher,
group practice with experienced
singers, and a chance to perform in
front of friends and family. Open to
all ages 12 and up (minors must be
accompanied by an adult, who need
not participate in the singing). Free.
Email
director@alexandriasingers.com.

“Solo Baroque.” 3 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Listen
to Baroque violinist Michael de
Sapio. Free. Donations accepted.
Contact michaelmartind@gmail.com
or call 703-409-5859.

Entertainment

JULY 18-24
“Jon Meadows – A Soldier’s

Voice.” Opening reception is on
July 18, at 6 p.m. Gallery hours
Monday–Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.,
Thursday, 10 a.m.–9 p.m., and
Sunday, 12-6 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N Union St,
Studio 12. Veteran Army Staff Sgt.
Jon Meadows tells his story—the
narrative of his war experience—
through visual art. Admission is free.
Visit www.theartleague.com or call
703-683-1780.

SUNDAY/JULY 19
Nasar Abadey Jazz Performance.

4-6 p.m. at Meade Memorial
Episcopal Church, 322 N Alfred
Street. Free with suggested donation
of $15. Call 703-549-1334 or visit
www.meadechurch.org for more.

Ambrosia. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
An American rock band from
California performs live. Tickets start
at $29.50. Visit www.birchmere.com.

MONDAY/JULY 20
Jonny Lang. 7:30 p.m. at The

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Jonny Lang brings
modern blues to the Birchmere.
Tickets start at $69.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com/calendar.

MONDAY-THURSDAY/JULY 20-JULY 24
Summer Camp. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at

the Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 N Union St. Kids aged 12-15 are
invited to apply to an archaeology
camp hosted by Alexandria
Archaeology where campers can
participate in a real archaeological

dig with professional archaeologists.
The camp costs $400 per session with
full scholarships available. Visit
www.torpedofactory.com.

TUESDAY/JULY 21
Genealogical Clues in Records. 1-3

p.m. at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. Learn how
to find clues about your ancestors in
legal documents in Chuck Mason’s
talk: “Understanding the Hidden
Clues in Records.” Free. Visit
www.mvgenealogy.org or call 703-
768-4101.

Steeleye Span Concert. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon
Ave. British folk rock group Steeleye
Span performs. Tickets start at $35.
Visit www.birchmere.com to buy
tickets.

JULY 23-SEPT. 6
“Fields.” Gallery hours at The

Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince St.
Abstract Artists David Carlson and
Pat Goslee make art based on their
interests in spiritual exploration and
energy fields. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/JULY 23-25
Summer Theatre Program

Presents: “Bye Bye Birdie.”
Thursday-Saturday, 7:30 p.m.;
Saturday, 2 p.m. at Bishop Ireton
High School, 201 Cambridge Road.
See a production of the musical
theatre classic, “Bye Bye Birdie,” put
on by the Summer Theatre Program
and directed by Andrew Curtin.
Tickets are $8 for seniors and
students, $10 for adults. Contact
Katie Murray at
katiel.murray@gmail.com.
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Sports

M
ouctar Balde spent four seasons
as a member of the Mount
Vernon varsity boys’ lacrosse

team. As a senior, Balde was named Defen-
sive Player of the Year in Conference 13,
and earned first-team all-state honors in 5A.
He helped the Majors finish 10-5 and reach
the conference championship game.

Balde, who will continue his lacrosse ca-
reer at Arcadia University, recently partici-
pated in a Q&A via email with The Gazette.

Q: You’ll be playing lacrosse at Arcadia
University next season. What made
Arcadia the right choice for you?

Balde: Arcadia was a school that showed a lot of
interest in me since my junior year and I feel I will
be entering a program that will nurture me.

Q: What position(s) will you play?
Balde: I will be playing defense and possibly long

stick midfield.
Q: What are you most looking forward to

about going to college?
Balde: I’m looking forward to the competition

MVHS Grad Balde To Play Lacrosse at Arcadia

Photo by Tori Hester

Mount Vernon graduate Mouctar
Balde, left, will play lacrosse at
Arcadia University.

By Josh Belanger

The Gazette

P
revious to 2012, the West
Potomac baseball program had
nine players recruited to play
college baseball. Since then

eight players have been recruited and have
played collegiately, while another student,
yet to graduate has signed his letter of in-
tent.

Two of those players are Dan Jarrell and
Billy Lescher and both are playing this sum-
mer for the Cal Ripken Collegiate Baseball
League. Jarrell pitches for the D.C. Grays,
while Lescher pitchers for the Alexandria
Aces. Both are enjoying the luxury of living
at home, instead of with a host family, as
most of their teammates are.

“It’s pretty awesome to be living at home
and playing baseball this summer,” said
Lescher. “It’s a lot better than working.”

“Living with a host family is great and it’s
a good experience,” said Jarrell. “But it’s
much better to be at home and sleep in your
own bed and just focus on baseball.”

Jarrell, a graduate in 2012, was recruited
from West Potomac to play at Randolph-
Macon. After his first season, he transferred
to Washington College, where he has estab-
lished himself as the ace of the Shoremen
staff. This season he posted a 4-3 record
with a 3.22 earned run average in 50 in-
nings pitched. He led his team in wins, com-
plete games, innings pitched and only sur-
rendered eight walks all year.

Lescher, who graduated in 2014, was re-
cruited by Penn after racking up 105
strikeouts his senior year, fifth most in Wol-
verine history in a single season. In his fresh-

man year he appeared just twice, throwing
an inning and a third.

Besides both being pitchers from West
Potomac who occasionally played first base,
these two arms couldn’t be more different.
Jarrell is a crafty lefty who relies on his lo-
cation and off-speed pitches to get players
out. Lescher, on the other hand, is a hard-
throwing righty with a fastball that touches
90 mph.

As of Tuesday, June 30, Jarrell and
Lescher both have made multiple appear-
ances in the Cal League. Jarrell is currently
1-1 in two starts, with three other appear-
ances out of the bullpen. In 11.1 innings he
has five strikeouts allowing just six earned
runs.

Lescher has had one start and appeared
three times in relief. In 8.1 innings, he has
nine strikeouts and has only allowed two
earned runs.

“In this league there’s more talent so it
forces me to make adjustments and find

new ways to attack hitters,” said Jarrell.
The only other player from West Potomac

who has played in the Cal League is Jayme
Murray. Murray played in 25 games for the
Herndon Braves last summer. Murray
graduated in 2013 and currently plays for
George Mason University.

Not only has West Potomac had more
players go on to the next level, they have
had more success on the field. Since 2011,
Coach Jim Sullivan and the Wolverines have
not had a season with less than 12 wins,
with 15 wins in 2014 being the highest win
total for Sullivan in 10 years. Next year,
Sullivan expects to pick up his 100th win,
currently at 94.

Hank Russo, a local coach that works with
the Wolverines in the off-season, believes
that West Potomac is developing a culture
of success.

“The younger kids see that there is path
way beyond high school and that becomes
the culture of the program and it creates a

winning attitude,” said Russo.
Sullivan took over the reins in 2006 with

a single assistant and two junior varsity
coaches. He now is working with four as-
sistant coaches and three junior varsity
coaches.

“Our coaching staff now has a lot of ex-
perience with guys who played college
sports,” said Sullivan. “These coaches mo-
tivate guys to play in college and they know
what it takes. If they tell them to hit the
weight room, they do it.”

Sullivan attributes the success to a com-
bination of a much better coaching staff and
more talented kids who are better-prepared
and willing to work hard. He referenced the
Mt. Vernon Mavericks travel baseball club
as a major factor in the community.

“Fort Hunt Little League is great for kids,
but it doesn’t play the competition that
travel teams play or the amount of games
they play,” said Sullivan. “The Mavericks
began developing talented players and guys
saw they could play with kids from all over
and now they want to dedicate their time
to get better.”

Jarrell, who grew up in Vienna, didn’t play
travel baseball, but Lescher played on the
Mavericks for a number of years. It wasn’t
until high school when they both realized
their potential to play at the next level. A
key factor for both Jarrell and Lescher was
playing for teams that traveled to college
campuses to play in front of college coaches,
known as showcase teams.

“Playing on that team definitely gained
my interest on playing college baseball but
it also gave me confidence that I knew I
could play at the next level,” said Jarrell.

Since the league is wood bat, both Jarrell
and Lescher enjoy being able to attack hit-
ters more aggressively without fear of let-
ting up a homerun.

“I feel more confident to work the inner
and outer half of the plate knowing that if I
leave the ball over the plate it won’t be a
homerun,” said Lescher.

“Unless you really square the ball up, its
not going to fly like it would with a metal
bat, so my approach has been to pound the
zone and make them earn their way on,”
said Jarrell.

Now that they both are at the next level,
the focus turns to improving and develop-
ing as pitchers. The Cal League enables
them to work on their game and not have
to worry about school or work. It also gives
them an opportunity to have fun and meet
new people.

“It’s pretty awesome to be playing with
guys from different schools and from all
over the country,” said Lescher. “We just got
a guy that came from Omaha who played
for UVA, which is really cool.”

“It’s a great opportunity to go and work
24/7 and develop more as a player this sum-
mer and gain more confidence for next sea-
son,” said Jarrell.

After the summer Jarrell will be heading
into his senior year as the ace at Washing-
ton College, while Lescher looks to estab-
lish himself into the Penn pitching rotation
as a sophomore.

Using the summer
to further develop
their skills.

Two Local Athletes Play in Cal Ripken League

Billy Lescher Dan Jarrell

level and intensity of college ball.
Q: At what age did you start playing la-

crosse?
Balde: I started playing lacrosse when I was 13.
Q: When did you realize playing college

lacrosse was an option for you?
Balde: The summer of my sophomore year is

when I realized that college ball was an option.
Q: Mount Vernon went 10-5 in 2015 and

finished Conference 13 runner-up. What
are your thoughts on the season went?

Balde: It was a fun season. Losing in the confer-
ence championship was disappointing, but doesn’t
change the great memories our team made.

Q: What is your favorite memory of play-
ing lacrosse at Mount Vernon?

Balde: My favorite memory playing Mount
Vernon lacrosse was from my freshman year, lis-
tening to Coach Dale Nalls’ pregame speeches.

Q: Do you have a specific game day rou-
tine?

Balde: I had to get some Moe’s every game day
but that’s about it.

Q: What do you like to do when you’re
not playing a sport?

Balde: When I’m not playing a sport I enjoy
working out and talking with friends.



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  July 9-15, 2015  ❖  21www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION NUMBER 15-06-06

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking to gather information from qualified Ven-
dors to provide a web based vendor self-service solution that 
manages vendor registration, solicitation
notification to vendors and final contract management.

Sealed Responses with the notation RFI# 15-06-06 Vendor 
Self Service / Contract Management Systems will be received 
in the Central Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 
620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, August 
6, 2015. The time of receipt shall be determined by the time 
clock stamp in the Procurement office. Responses appropriate-
ly received will be opened and the names of the firms respond-
ing will be read aloud. RFI documents may be obtained at the 
above Procurement Office or by calling 703-619-8181, or by 
downloading the RFI from the ACPS website at
http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financialservices/purchasing/bids.php

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFI.

Chris Guy
Procurement Manager

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 15-06-03

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking proposals for Custodial Services.

Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 15-06-03 - Custodial 
Services, will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 
1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
on or before 3:00 pm, August 21, 2015. The time of receipt 
shall be determined by the time clock stamp in the
Procurement office. Proposals appropriately received will be 
opened and the names of the firms responding will be read 
aloud. RFP documents may be obtained at the above Procure-
ment Office or by calling 703-619-8343, or by
downloading the RFP from the ACPS website at 
www.acps.k12.va.us, Administration, Financial Services, Pro-
curement and General Services –Current Bids and Request for 
Proposals.

All questions should be submitted before 3:00 p.m., August 11, 
2015.  If necessary, an addendum will be issued and posted to 
the ACPS web site. All responses to this RFP shall be subject 
to the City of Alexandria’s Living Wage requirement.

There is a non-mandatory pre-proposal conference for this 
RFP on Tuesday, July 28, 2015, at 10:00 AM, at the Alexan-
dria City Public Schools Central Office, located at 1340 Brad-
dock Place, in conference room 610, in Alexandria, VA 22314. 
All Offerors interested in providing the services in
the RFP are encouraged to attend. The Conference will include 
a site visit to several school locations.

No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days af-
ter the opening of proposals except as may be set forth in the 
RFP.
ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any 
or all proposals and to waive any informalities in any proposal.

Sharon T. Lewis M.P.S., CPM, CPPB, VCO Director of Pro-
curement & General Services
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LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed bids for the City of Alexandria per specifications will be 
received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the date 
and time designated as follows:

ITB No. 00000431, Integrated Transportation System 
Construction Project-Phase II

Bid Opening Date and Time: August 5, 2015, 3 p.m., prevailing 
local time 

Non-mandatory Pre-bid Conference: July 15, 2015 at Purchas-
ing Division, 100 N. Pitt Street, Suite 301, Alexandria, VA 
22314.

For general inquiries contact Darryl K. Jackson, CPPB, 
Contract Specialist II at 703.746.4298.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.
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NANCY AITCHESON TAYLOR

Nancy Taylor, 90, died peacefully at her home on July 5 
after a short illness. She was an accomplished artist and 
singer, avid gardener and lover of nature, and a warm and 
generous friend to all who knew her.
She was active in the life of St. James Episcopal Church 
from its founding in the 1950s, and sang in the church choir, 
a strong clear voice in the soprano section until just months 
before her passing.

With her husband Bill, Nancy enjoyed seeing new places. 
Over the years they traveled to 47 states, Canada, Mexico, 
Puerto Rico, St. Thomas, St. Croix, Barbados, England, 
Scotland, Wales, Ireland, France, Belgium, Holland, Germa-
ny, Luxemburg, Austria, Italy, Switzerland and Spain. Many 
of these she commemorated in her art.
Born February 19, 1925 in Alexandria, Virginia, to Virginia 
Dare and John Kenneth Aitcheson, Nancy had an older 
brother, John Kenneth Jr. She attended Alexandria public 
schools, graduating high school in three years due to hard 
work and an accelerated schedule at the start of World War 
II. In high school, she played varsity basketball.
She graduated from Mary Washington College (now Univer-
sity of Mary Washington) in May 1945 with a bachelor's de-
gree in Art. She and Bill married that June.

She worked in the art department of the Hecht Co. and as 
an art teacher in Alexandria public schools. She was an ac-
tive artist all her life, exploring all subjects in media ranging 
from charcoal and oil painting to pastels and watercolor. She 
illustrated several books of poetry authored by Roberta 
Newton Taylor, her mother-in-law.

Nancy raised five children, imbuing them with a love of 
beauty, strength of purpose, and caring. In the fall of 1953 
Bill contracted polio, and in many ways she assumed the du-
ties of head of household. For a year that Bill spent in an 
"iron lung" at Walter Reed Hospital, she visited him daily, 
driving through Washington, DC and back to their home 
near Mt. Vernon to care for three small children. When Bill 
came home from the hospital and pursued a demanding re-
covery regime of physical therapy, Nancy supported him 
fully. He said later that his adjustment to life after that "would 
never have been possible without the daily support and love 
of my wife, Nance."

She is survived by five children and their spouses (William 
B. Taylor, Jr. and Deborah Furlan Taylor, Anne Taylor Creg-
ger Patterson and George Patterson, Paul Kenneth Taylor 
and Robin Lee Taylor, Katharine Clarke Taylor, and David 
Aitcheson Taylor and Elizabeth L. Smith). She also leaves 
ten grandchildren and their spouses: Daniel (and Meg Hop-
kins) Cregger, Zachary, Jacob and Samuel Cregger; Chris-
topher and Mary Morgan Taylor; Maxwell (and Amanda Sue) 
Taylor and Dana Taylor; and Mathias and Ian Nace; along 
with two great-grandchildren. Her family is grateful to the de-
voted care and friendship of many, especially Joshua Elliott.

A memorial service to celebrate Nancy's life will be held on 
Saturday, July 11 at 2 pm at St. James Episcopal Church, 
Old Mill Road, Alexandria. Interment with her husband at Ar-
lington National Cemetery at a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests donations in her memory to the church.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers
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ABC License
GT Fort Belvoir, LLC trading 
as The Greene Turtle Sports 
Bar and Grille a/k/a The 
Greene Turtle, 7879 Heneska 
Loop, Alexandria, VA 22315. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
for a Wine and Beer On and 
Off; Mixed Beverage (seating 
capacity 151 seats or more) li-
cense to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Larry L. 
LeDoyen, Jr., Member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200
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ABC LICENSE
Yates Restaurant Group, LLC 
trading as Lena’s Wood-Fired 
Pizza & Tap, 401 E. Braddock 
Rd, Alexandria, VA 22301. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL(ABC) 
for a Wine and Beer On Prem-
ises/Mixed Beverage license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Jason A. Yates, 
Sole Member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086 • 703-582-3709
240-603-6182

 • Junk Trash Removal
    • Yard/Construction Debris
       • Garage/Basement Clean-
             Out   • Mulching

HAULING HAULING

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

MASONRY MASONRY

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

The reward 
of a thing 

well done, is 
to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo
Emerson

News

The Aldersgate Permanent Endowment
Committee has awarded 10 scholarships for
the 2015-16 school year, eight for college
students and two $1,500 gifts for qualified
Wesley Theological Seminary students.

College scholarships for $1,000 each were
awarded to: Caroline Austin, Lillian Chong,
Charlotte Hayes, Andrew Hurd, Natalie
Hurd, Hannah Lau, Laura-Paige Mertins,
and Isabelle Norton. Eligible applicants
were required to be members or regular
attendees of Aldersgate Church. The crite-
ria used for selection, in order of priority,

were financial need, participation in
Aldersgate Church activities, academic
achievement/leadership development, and
participation in community activities. In
addition, the Endowment Committee con-
ducted in-person interviews with each can-
didate.

These scholarships were made possible by
contributions from Aldersgate members,
and from previously established endow-
ment funds, to provide financial assistance
for Aldersgate students pursuing college or
seminary degrees.

Church Awards College Scholarships

Photo Contribted

Bottom row, from left, are Suzanne Dalch, member of the Aldersgate
Permanent Endowment Committee and presenter of the awards; Isabelle
Norton; Natalie Hurd; and Andrew Hurd. Back row, from left, are Lillian
Chong, Charlotte Hayes and Caroline Austin. Not pictured: Hannah Lau
and Laura-Paige Mertins.

Supporting Employment Services
United Community Ministries (UCM) has received a $15,000 grant
award to enhance job seeker services at the UCM Work Center. At
the check presentation are (from left) Richard Dobber, UCM Social
Services director; Terri Seighman, Bank of America vice president
and project manager, Enterprise Business and Community Engage-
ment; Cristina Schoendorf, UCM Work and Literacy; Tamara Gifford,
Bank of America vice president, community relations manager; and
Harriet Jackson, UCM finance manager. The UCM Work Center is
located at Mount Zephyr Business Center at 8305 Richmond High-
way in Alexandria. Phone 703-360-9088.

Photo Contributed

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at
noon. Photos welcome.

The Fairfax County Park Authority will
construct a new turf field at Grist Mill. The project
involves converting the park’s field from natural

grass to synthetic turf. The new field will cost $1.1
million and will be funded by the voter approved
2012 Park Bond program and donated funds.
FieldTurfUSA, Inc. has been contracted to build the
field, and estimates set its completion for early
September. Grist Mill Park is located at 4701 Mt.
Vernon Memorial Highway.

Business Notes
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com
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Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
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NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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