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BurkeBurke Tortoise Plays
the Hare

News, Page 4

Repairing a
‘Crisis of
Confidence’
News, Page 8

Indictment Coming in
John Geer Case?

News, Page 3

Joanne Elder holds her son Sean,
who she said inspired her to
begin the project to speed up the
playground reconstruction at
Surrey Square Park.
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Leadership Fairfax President & CEO
Karen Cleveland announced that the first
round of applicants for the 2016 classes
of the Leadership Fairfax Signature Pro-
gram and the Emerging Leaders Institute
have been selected and a second round
of applications are now being accepted.

Interested individuals from the corpo-
rate, nonprofit and public sectors are
invited to submit their applications for
the second round for the class of 2016
scheduled to begin in September 2015.
Information sessions where applicants
can learn more about the programs and
how to apply will be held

*Monday, Aug. 3, from 5:30-7 p.m. at

the Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce,
1886 Metro Center Drive, #230, Reston;

RSVP to moniek@leadershipfairfax.org or
call 703-752-7555.

The Leadership Fairfax Signature Pro-
gram brings together senior leaders from
all over Fairfax County in an experiential,
cohort style community leadership devel-
opment program. Participants immerse
themselves in community issues working in
teams to study real-world problems and
develop real-world solutions. Program days
are once a month from September through
June and are tuition based.

The Emerging Leaders Institute is a 10
month program that brings together moti-

vated, energetic, young professionals from
the business, nonprofit and government
sectors. Participants polish their leadership
skills, receive individual mentoring and
coaching and participate in community ser-
vice projects that enhance their person and
professional resumes. ELI helps participants
develop leadership skills and competencies
that accelerate the process of becoming a
leader at work and in the community.

Leadership Fairfax (LFI) is a nonprofit
corporation dedicated to finding, training
and growing leaders in Northern Virginia.
Through its three programs – Leadership
Fairfax, Inc. (LFI), Emerging Leaders, Inc
(ELI), and Lifetime Leadership Program

(LLP) – LFI seeks to build and connect
leaders who raise the tide not only in
their local community but in the whole
of Northern Virginia. Graduates repre-
sent a diverse alumni in the arts, busi-
ness, education, government, health, re-
ligious and social service sectors. Alumni
from all three programs become part of
and stay connected to a fast growing
network of like-minded leaders. Leader-
ship Fairfax is nonpartisan and inclusive.
Leadership Fairfax is located at 8230 Old
Courthouse Road, Suite 100, Vienna. For
more information, visit
www.leadershipfairfax.org or call 703-
752-7555.

Leadership Fairfax Announces New Openings for the Class of 2016

News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

S
ince shooting John Geer dead in the
doorway of his Springfield home on
Aug. 29, 2013, PFC Adam Torres
of the Fairfax County Police Depart-

ment has remained at work, albeit out of
the field, but undisciplined by police and
unprosecuted for any criminal wrongdoing.

The next chapter of the nearly two-year-
old case began unfolding Monday, July 27
when a special grand jury called by Fairfax
County Commonwealth’s Attorney
Raymond F. Morrogh first met to hear testi-
mony. Unlike regular grand juries that lis-
ten to multiple cases, a special
grand jury, provided for in the
Virginia Code, convenes to
make a decision on one specific
case.

The purpose of this such
group is to decide whether
there is probable cause to put
Torres on trial.

According to Michael
Lieberman, the lawyer who has
been representing Geer’s fam-
ily and mother of his children
Maura Harrington, the special grand jury
has six months to issue a report after being
impaneled. At that point, the judge has dis-
cretion to intervene.

At the end of January this year, Fairfax
County released 11,000 pages from the
police department investigation of the inci-
dent, detailing their findings of what took
place that afternoon. The report said Torres
was joined by four other officers outside
Geer’s home at the time of the shooting.
Geer’s best friend Jeff Stewart and father
Don Geer were also in the area, close
enough to see what happened. They make

up the seven witnesses to the
shot fired.

Torres claimed to see Geer
quickly lower his hands to waist
level after a 40-minute period
of talking. During that time
Geer had rested his hands on
the top of the door frame and
reached down to scratch his

nose from time to time. Torres said the ac-
tion he saw provoked him to fire. The other
officers’ accounts describe Geer’s hands
moving slowly at either shoulder or ear level
and contradict Torres.

Geer’s father and Stewart remember the
version the other officers described.

Lieberman said he doesn’t understand
why a special grand jury was needed in this
case. “They have seven witnesses,” he said.
“Six say one thing, one person says another.
To me, that’s more than enough for prob-
able cause.”

Among the witnesses, Morrogh had pre-

viously called one of Geer’s two daughters
Haylea to participate in the special grand
jury. The girls had been with Geer that af-
ternoon, when he became upset hearing
that their mother and his partner
Harrington was planning to move out of the
house. He began throwing some of her be-
longings out of the house and the daugh-
ters called Harrington, who then called the
police. When Geer knew the police were
coming, he had his daughters go to a
neighbor’s basement.

Morrogh was not available for an inter-
view, but in an email said that “The daugh-
ter is a witness to the events leading up to
the shooting.”

After Lieberman sent a letter questioning
the move, Morrogh decided to not call
Haylea after all. “She has nothing to offer
— to put her on, to say bad things about
her father, ” Lieberman said. “To me there’s
only seven witnesses. Maura’s not one of
them. Haylea’s not one of them. It took

place over a split-second.”
Stewart, who is one of the witnesses and

who remained on the list to testify before
the special grand jury, was worried some of
the testimony, including his, might be used
in “trashing John’s character.”

“I’m not going to sit there and let them
condemn John, try in some way assassinate
his character as a defense for an officer
shooting him in the chest.”

Shortly after the incident, Stewart told
investigators he knew Geer had been drink-
ing that day and had told Stewart when he
knew police were coming, something to the
effect of, ‘The next time you see me, I may
have a bullet in my chest.’

“My open-minded discussion of thoughts
that day, in shock, had no bearing of basis,
or support from the facts,” Stewart said.
“John didn’t want to be shot that day, now
we know he said as much.”

“I told the FBI John was executed,”
Stewart continued. “This has nothing to do
with whatever his intentions were or
weren’t. with what I saw that day, he had
not made the move yet, to initiate that ac-
tion. The burden of de-escalating that situ-
ation was on the police.”

Stewart is also member of the Fairfax
County ad hoc commission to evaluate po-
lice policies, which was convened largely
in response to Geer’s death and the limited,
untimely manner in which the police de-
partment and county government handled
releasing information about the case.

“John’s death brought to light a lot of is-
sues,” Stewart said. “The Culosis were
brought back out, Masters were brought
back out,” he added, referring to Dr.
Salvatore Culosi and David Masters, two
other men shot and killed by Fairfax County
police officers. “I guess it’s been worth it to
this point — I’m still reserving judgment.”

For Geer’s family, Lieberman said “They’re
still upset. Now they don’t have confidence
in the system. They’ve been through a hor-
rendous experience for two years where
people of authority have just let them down
completely. Justice was just denied for the
longest time.”

Special grand jury
began hearing
testimony this week.

Indictment Coming in John Geer Case?

Photo courtesy of Michael Lieberman

John Geer standing in his doorway in Springfield, minutes
before he was shot by a Fairfax County Police officer.

John Geer
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

T
he original public playgrounds
in Olde Forge-Surrey Square —
dating back to the 1960s —
were past repairs and upgrades.

For the sake of safety and continued fun
for children and their parents, they needed
to be replaced. But the Fairfax-area park was
well down on the list of other park projects,
number 15, meaning it could be years be-
fore residents might see a new set of slides,
swings and tunnels.

For Joanne Elder, that was too long to
wait. Her son Sean was 18 months old when
she heard about her community’s place on
the list, in the fall of 2014. “He inspired me
to begin this project,” Elder said.

Elder took the issue to the Olde Forge-
Surrey Square Civic Association, which rep-
resents around 360 homes, then continued
by getting the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors and Park Authority involved. Out
of their communication, the Park Authority
agreed to move up the project on the con-
dition that the community raise a portion
of the funds itself and agree to consolidate
its two playground-parks into one: Surrey
Square Park.

THE COMMUNITY was given until
March, 2015 to raise $20,000. They applied
for and received a matching $20,000
Mastenbrook grant from the Fairfax County
Park Authority. The remaining portion of the
project’s $137,300 cost was funded by Park
Authority.

Getting the deal was a big first step, but
Elder was “anxious about raising that
amount of money in a short amount of
time.”

At a community event, Elder brought up
the challenge. “When she said how much
we had to raise, people kind of gasped,” said
resident Kelly Dillon, with two young chil-
dren of her own. After catching her breath,

Dillon decided she wanted “to jump in.”
She approached Elder and asked “How
can I help?”

Elder tasked Dillon with keeping track
of a schedule for the fundraising effort,
which included a neighborhood fair,
homes tour, rummage sale, door-to-door
visits and connecting with local busi-
nesses.

Though task-managing a massive
fundraising effort was a little outside her
skillset, Dillon said her children Gabriel
and Hannah provided “a lot of incentive.”

Olde Forge-Surrey Square Civic Asso-
ciation vice president George Klein
helped secure investments from local
businesses. He said most didn’t take

much convincing because they saw the park
with playground as important to property
values, business traffic and community well-
being.

“They recognized this would be a good
thing,” Klein said.

With the various fundraising sources and
grant, the community held up its end of the
bargain. Renovation began on the new play-
ground at Surrey Square Park on May 4,
2015. Dozens of members of the commu-
nity gathered to celebrate the park’s ribbon-
cutting with county and elected officials on
Saturday, July 25.

“Playgrounds are our first experience with
a park system,” said Tony Vellucci, Braddock
District representative to the Fairfax County
Park Authority Board. “Think of when you
were a kid, the excitement of first going to
a playground. You learned a lot, it’s a fun
place, that’s how it ought to be.”

Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41) followed
Vellucci at the podium, saying, “I’m so im-
pressed to hear the trials and tribulations
you overcame to put this together.”

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock)
praised the community that “stepped up.”
If residents hadn’t, the playground may

“never have happened,” he said, “at least
in this decade.”

“The result is not just this playground,”
Cook continued, “it will be more. It
showed what you can do together.”

AFTER THE CHILDREN present
helped cut the ribbon to formally open
the park, the young guests also had the
honor of revealing the turtle, a large
statue that had been salvaged from the
original park and repainted for the new
park.

As the children scaled the turtle with
abandon, swung in the swings and slid
down the gleaming plastic slides, Elder,
Dillon and the other parents looked on
and smiled.

Residents of Olde Forge-Surrey Square
rally for new Turtle Playground.Tortoise Plays the Hare

(From left) Kelly, Hannah, Gabriel and Dana Dillon spend time with the
redecorated turtle at Surrey Square Park playground. Kelly helped orga-
nize community fundraisers that contributed to the reconstruction
moving up the list of county projects.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Residents of Olde-Forge-Surrey Square gathered July 25 for the ribbon-
cutting of a new playground at Surrey Square Park.

(From left) Fairfax County Park Authority deputy director and chief operat-
ing officer Sara Baldwin, Fairfax County Park Foundation director of devel-
opment Margaret Thaxton, supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock), play-
ground project manager Joanne Elder, Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41) and
Braddock District representative to the Fairfax County Park Authority
Board Tony Vellucci unveil the temporary new Surrey Square Park sign.

Olde Forge-Surrey Square civic associa-
tion vice president George Klein and
his wife Linda celebrate the ribbon-
cutting of the new playground at Surrey
Square Park.
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center

Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.

Race Against Crime
on Saturday

This weekend on Saturday, Aug. 1, at
8 a.m. the Board of Directors for Fairfax
County Crime Solvers will host their
third annual 5K Race Against Crime at
the Fairfax County Government Center.
This race is open to everyone and sup-
ports their non-profit program that
works to aid law enforcement by provid-
ing a means for the public to report
criminal information anonymously and
protected under state law.

As part of the run, police officers,
firefighters and sheriff’s deputies all
compete against each other in the Pub-
lic Safety Challenge. The winning team
gets bragging rights and awards, as do
the top runners in the race.

This is a family event. Children will
enjoy exploring the emergency vehicles
and may visit the child fingerprinting
station. McGruff the Crime Dog will be
there too. There is a free kid run imme-
diately following the 5K. Multiple food
vendors will be on hand as well.

Fairfax County Crime Solvers is proud
to have Investigation Discovery as their
title sponsor. Attendees will have the
opportunity to meet Lieutenant Joe
Kenda from the Investigation Discovery
television show, “Homicide Hunter.” He
will emcee the race and be available for
autographs and photos with the run-
ners.

Crime Solvers is in need of volunteers
as well. If you are not able to run but
would still like to be a part of this fun
event, visit http://
fairfaxcrimesolvers.org/5k.html and
register as a volunteer today.

Del. Filler-Corn
Appointed to Health
Insurance Reform
Commission

Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D – 41) was
appointed to the Health Insurance Re-
form Commission (HIRC) by Speaker
William Howell. The HIRC monitors the
work of appropriate federal and state
agencies in implementing the provisions
of the federal Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, including amend-
ments and regulations under the ACA.
The Commission prepares an executive
summary of the interim activity and
work of the Commission before the first
day of the regular session of the General
Assembly.

In addition to the Health Insurance
Reform Commission, Del. Filler-Corn is
also an appointed member of the Joint
Commission on Technology & Science,
Joint Commission on Transportation
Accountability and Commission on In-
tergovernmental Affairs. In the House of
Delegates, she serves as the House
Democratic Whip and is on the Trans-
portation Committee, Finance
Committee, as well as the Commerce &
Labor Committee.

Singers Wanted
Do you love to sing? Make new

friends? Bring joy to others through
music? Singers wanted for the Celebra-
tion Singers, a women’s show choir
performing at various community sites
in Northern Virginia. Practice is held
10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., starting again in
September on Wednesdays in Burke.
Contact Gayle Parsons, 703-644-4485 or
email gparsons3@cox.net.

Area

Roundups

Sales and Property Management
Residential Property Management

Association Management
703-239-1234

Pat.richter@richter1.com
Residential Preferred Properties

5631-I Burke Centre Parkway, Suite I • Burke, VA 22015

6112 Winter Park Dr.,
Burke, VA 22015
$429,900

Lots of upgrades
await you in this
conveniently located
home. Huge grassy
backyard with plenty
of room for outdoor
activities. Deck
located off of the
country kitchen. Quiet cul-de-sac lot. Remodeled kitchen and
bathrooms. One-car garage. Everything you could want in a
single family home!

10890 Oak Green Ct.,
Burke, VA 22015

$2,100 per month
Move right in!

Just listed. End unit town
house surrounded by mature
trees. Side entry. Freshly
painted and new carpet
throughout. Energy-efficient
HVAC and windows. Three
finished levels, 3 bedrooms,
2.5 bathrooms, two assigned
parking spaces, and profes-
sionally property managed!
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Opinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

W
ith the federal
Clean Air Act re-
quiring higher
air quality stan-

dards, many fossil-fuel power
plants will be closing or convert-
ing to other fuel sources. On trips
to the western part of our country
and abroad, especially to Ger-
many, I am reminded of the sig-
nificant role that wind plays in be-
ing used to generate clean and sus-
tainable electricity. In 2014, wind
power added significantly more new electric-
ity for consumers than any other source in the
United States, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy.

According to an American Wind Energy As-
sociation announcement last year the United
States has more wind energy supplying its grid
than any other country, enough to power 15.5
million American homes. Wind is the fifth
largest electricity source in the U.S., generat-
ing 4.4 percent of all the electricity in this
country. In Denmark, wind-produced electric-
ity provides just under 40 percent of the

nation’s power. Scotland has
enough wind-produced electric-
ity to supply all its homes. Wind
power is the leading source of
Spain’s electricity and is the larg-
est component of Germany’s re-
newable sources that now consti-
tute a quarter of its power. China
leads the world in investments in
wind power.

Among the states Texas, Iowa,
California, and Oklahoma, each
generated enough electricity
from wind to power more than a

million homes. Other states with
significant wind capacity include

Kansas, Illinois, Minnesota, Oregon, Colo-
rado and Washington. Virginia and other
eastern states do not make the list because
they do not have as significant a wind re-
source. For Virginia, only off-shore and in the
mountains mostly in the southwest is there
wind sufficient to site a wind turbine farm.
Dominion, the largest power provider in the
Commonwealth, has invested in wind-pow-
ered electricity generation in West Virginia,
Indiana, Illinois, and in Virginia where it
holds a lease from the federal government
for off-shore wind development.

The success of wind-produced electricity in
Europe has been realized from a feed-in tariff
system that has effectively subsidized invest-
ments. In the United States, the Production Tax
Credit has been the primary federal tax incen-
tive for wind energy. As all countries look for
ways to save money these incentives are in
danger at a time when wind energy is begin-
ning to demonstrate its value.

Virginia is the first state to secure a wind
energy research lease to build and operate tur-
bines in federal waters. Dominion’s plan to
build a pair of six-megawatt test turbines about
24 nautical miles off-shore from Virginia Beach
seems to be in trouble as bids to build the tur-
bines are about twice that projected. The ex-
pectation has been that eventually there would
be 300 turbines in the off-shore area. Stake-
holders are currently at work to identify op-
tions to salvage the project.

Wind energy needs to be a part of the re-
newable mix of energy sources in Virginia and
the nation. Congress needs to extend the fed-
eral tax credit that keeps our development of
wind energy competitive with the rest of the
world. Consumers need to be open to buying
wind and other renewable energies even if
there is a cost premium. Our air quality de-
pends on it.

Wind energy needs to be a part of the renewable
mix of energy sources in Virginia and the nation.Wind Energy

Commentary
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Slavery in ‘the
Land of the Free’
To the Editor:

America, “the land of the free.”
I have always considered it neces-
sary for a land of free people to
assist in freeing the enslaved.

Yet 36,000,000 men, women,
and children throughout the world
are enslaved through human traf-
ficking, according to the Global
Slavery Index. That is more than
there have ever been at any point
in time in the history of humanity.

How can a world that is suppos-
edly improving socially also have
a constant increase in slavery? The
two cannot coexist, and it breaks
my heart to see the number of
human beings forced into slavery
increase each day. Human traffick-
ing is the use of force or fraud to
control someone to labor without
payment or engage in sexual ac-
tivity. This crime occurs all over
the world, from Malaysia to North-
ern Virginia. In Northern Virginia
alone, from October 2013 through
January 2015, 290 victims of traf-
ficking have been identified, ac-
cording to the NOVA Human Traf-
ficking Initiative.

Malaysia, also a center for mod-
ern day sex-trafficking and slavery,
is a popular destination for men,
women, and children subjected to
forced labor and sex trafficking.

Letters

Though the Government of Malay-
sia proposed amendments to help
decrease trafficking, these amend-
ments have yet to pass through
Parliament. Furthermore, despite
Malaysia’s significant increase in
trafficking investigations, the gov-
ernment only convicted three traf-
fickers in 2014, a sharp decrease
from the 9 convicted in 2013 prior
to the increase in investigations.

Crime does not dissipate natu-
rally. Significant investigations and
convictions are necessary if there
is any hope for a decrease in hu-
man trafficking in Northern Vir-
ginia, Malaysia or worldwide.

Congress currently is reviewing
the End Modern Slavery Initiative
Bill.

If passed, the U.S. Government
will authorize the formation of a

nonprofit grant-making founda-
tion to fund projects and programs
outside of the United States in
hopes of putting an end to slavery.
The passing of this bill is a crucial
step in the fight to end slavery.

Olivia Grady
Fairfax

Rising senior at Woodson
High.
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2015-2016 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

Write
The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors.

Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314

Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: chantilly@connectionnewspapers.com

Letters

Supporting Cook
To the Editor:

Last night I attended a human
services function where Supervi-
sor John Cook was taking the op-
portunity to educate the group
about the importance of seeing
beyond the labels when we enter
into the voting booth in Novem-
ber. Cook, the Braddock District
Supervisor, runs on the Republi-
can ticket—but if you know any-
thing about Supervisor Cook, you
know that he is a champion when
it comes to leveling the playing
field for people with disabilities;
ensuring communities create sup-
port for neighbors who want to
stay connected and age in place;
addressing domestic violence and
strategies for minimizing these
acts; starting the conversation
about the importance of manag-
ing our health and mental health
proactively; developing creative
ways for ensuring all Fairfax resi-
dents have a place to lay their
heads at night and call home, the
list goes on and on and on...

“How can I be a Republican who
makes human services part of my
agenda?” Was the question Super-
visor Cook started the discussion
off with; and by the end of the
evening we all learned that human

services is not a “part” of his
agenda—it is actually the founda-
tion from which he works. As a
young man growing up in a small
town in New York he watched his
father, a former Commissioner for
Social Services and, himself, an
elected official—model the prin-
cipals that make a community
strong—build communities on
what each individual brings to the
“table” rather than focusing on
what someone does not have or
cannot do...

As a Braddock District resident
and an advocate who worked tire-
lessly to help rid Virginia of the “R”

word **, I look beyond the labels
when I vote, and continue to be
proud to support John Cook as my
supervisor, because, like myself, he
and his staff look for inclusive so-
lutions for continuing to build a
Braddock District I am proud to
call home, for myself, my children
and grandchildren.

Nancy Mercer
Fairfax

** Worked with individuals with
Intellectual Disabilities to change the
words Mental Retardation (R-word) to
Intellectual Disabilities in the Virginia
State Code in 2007-2008.

buffa’s
dance

studio

QUALITY INSTRUCTION
IN A QUALITY

ENVIRONMENT

9570-H BURKE RD.
BURKE VILLAGE

CENTER II

CALL 703-425-5599

12,000 sq. ft. of performing space
with professional sprung floors

www.buffas.com • buffadance@msn.com

Come
Join
the fun!

(Established in 1980)
Home of Burke Civic Ballet

• Pre-School Dance Movement – Ages 3 and 4
• Hip Hop • Lyrical/Contemporary • Ballet • Tap
• Jazz • Pointe • Modern • Acro • Musical Theater
• Performing Companies Grades K–12
• Beginner to Advanced • Professional Instructors

Celebrating
36 Years
of Dance

Excellence!
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www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.
703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM
 Worship Service

10:30 AM

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center

“Loving People to Life”

To Advertise
Your Community

of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

“I
t is well past time for the
Fairfax County Police
Department to start
providing timely, honest

and effective communications with
everything it does.”

When former director of Fairfax
County public affairs Merni
Fitzgerald delivered the final re-
port and recommendations of the
communications subcommittee of
the Fairfax County ad hoc commis-
sion to review police practices,
commissioner Joseph Cammarata
responded immediately to those
words in report’s introduction.

Cammarata wondered aloud at
the commission’s July 27 meeting
if the police members of the sub-
committee had read the report
themselves. He said if they agreed
that the department had been “dis-
honest” in its past communication,
“We’ve got a real problem. Who-
ever was giving dishonest commu-
nication, those people should be
fired.”

Some heated exchanges among
commissioners followed, including
over the fact that the word “dis-
honest” wasn’t technically used.

Fitzgerald, chair of the Commu-
nications subcommittee, answered
that the report “reflects the views
of the subcommittee.”

 “We’re not here to assign
blame,” said Michael Hershman,
chairman of the commission. “That
was never the intention.”

“Communications in recent
high-profile use-of-force and criti-
cal incident cases were mis-
handled, inadequate and un-
timely, leading to loss of public
trust and questions about the le-
gitimacy of police actions,” the
report said. The most recent inci-
dent was the Aug. 29, 2013 shoot-
ing death of John Geer standing
unarmed in the doorway of his
Springfield home.

It continued: “The failures in
both communications and its Free-
dom of Information Act policies
have created this crisis of confi-
dence for the Fairfax County Police
Department. If the department had
policies that fostered real transpar-
ency, it’s unlikely the controversies
in recent years would have lasted
so long and there likely would not
have even been a call to form this
Commission.”

“It is strongly worded,” said
Board of Supervisors chairman
Sharon Bulova. “We suffered from
a lack of candor, that enraged a
segment of the community. Not just

in the Geer case, but that really
brought it to a head.”

Commissioner and Lt. Col. Tom
Ryan with the Fairfax County Po-
lice department said, “The words
don’t hurt us. We recognize the
need to get better at release of in-
formation.”

“It isn’t easy to have your pro-
fession laid open,” Ryan continued,
“we welcome that. We want to hear
where we’re failing.”

The subcommittee’s recommen-
dations fell under the categories of
Maximum Disclosure, Minimum
Delay; Community Engagement;
Policies, Procedures and Personnel;
Freedom of Information Act; Cul-
ture of Transparency and Moving
Forward. It also proposed future
regular review dates for the Board
of Supervisors to the recommenda-
tions and implementation of input
from the commission.

Shirley Ginwright, chairman of
the Communities of Trust Commit-
tee, president of the Fairfax
County NAACP and chairman of
the commission subcommittee on

diversity, recruitment and vetting
of police officers, also shared that
group’s final report and recom-
mendations.

Ginwright said that subcommit-
tee appreciated the chief of police’s
existing diversity council that “is
paying off,” but thought the depart-
ment could do more outreach into
community forums. The subcom-
mittee, among its recommenda-
tions, called for a “diversity goal”
for each district commander that
would make them independently
responsible “for enhancing diver-
sity within the department.”

Once each subcommittee has
filed a final report, the commission
will assemble a comprehensive fi-
nal report and recommendations to
submit to the Board of Supervisors
later in the fall.

Christian Klossner, deputy direc-
tor of the Washington, D.C. Office
of Public Complaints and at-large
member of the National Associa-
tion for Civilian Oversight of Law
Enforcement board of directors,
was the guest speaker that pre-

sented first at the meeting.
“Things are moving away from

reactive models,” Klossner said
during his presentation, “moving
towards more proactive, address-
ing causes and not just the symp-
toms.”

When asked about the effective-
ness of his organizations, Klossner
responded there needs to be bet-
ter data collection on use of over-
sight. “The key is building trust,”
he said.

The next full meeting of the ad
hoc commission is scheduled for
Aug. 17 at the Fairfax County Gov-
ernment Center. For the Sept. 14
meeting, commissioners will be at
Walt Whitman Middle School in
the Mount Vernon area of Alexan-
dria.

More information on the police
policies review commission, in-
cluding the full text of final reports
and proposals from the communi-
cations and diversity, tecruitment
and vetting subcommittees is avail-
able at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
policecommission.

Ad hoc commission subcommittees report on police policy review.

Repairing a ‘Crisis of Confidence’

Christian Klossner, deputy director of the
Washington, D.C. Office of Public Com-
plaints and at-large member of the Na-
tional Association for Civilian Oversight of
Law Enforcement board of directors, was
the guest speaker at the July 27 meeting of
the ad hoc commission to review Fairfax
County Police policies.

Mike Curtis, Manassas resident and vice
president of the Mount Vernon area-based
Virginia Citizens Coalition for Police Ac-
countability, asked guest speaker Christian
Klossner if an officer-involved death would
automatically trigger an investigation by
the Washington, D.C. Office of Police Com-
plaints.

Fairfax County Chief of Police Edwin
Roessler reminded members of the commu-
nity and ad hoc commissioners that he now
has a personal scorecard through the
Fairfax County website for citizens to rate
his performance.

Lt. Col. Tom Ryan with the Fairfax County
Police Department said police recognize
“the need to get better at release of infor-
mation,” during the July 27 meeting of the
ad hoc commission to review Fairfax
County Police policies

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

I
n spite of the morning rain, a Family Sports
Challenge was held Saturday, July 18 at Van
Dyck Park in the City of Fairfax to benefit Our

Daily Bread’s Collect for Kids Back to School Pro-
gram. Sponsored by local nonprofit Parties 2 In-
spire, the City of Fairfax Parks and Recreation De-
partment and XSport Fitness, participants paid $5
or donated backpacks and scientific calculators for
a chance to take part in a number of sports chal-
lenges, including Jazzercise, a hula hoop contest,
and soccer, football and basketball challenges.

“This has been an extraordinary day because
through the rain, we’ve had so much help with our
volunteers, including the George Mason Women’s
Basketball Team, and other nonprofits joining in
to inspire our community and children with health,
fitness and fun to raise awareness for families in
need,” said Hawanya Turner, president of Parties 2
Inspire, which sponsored the event.

“Our Back-to-School program is part of a
countywide effort to help local kids in need go back
to school with all the supplies they need,” said
Heather Webb of Our Daily Bread (ODB). “We’re
working to help 2,000 kids in Central Fairfax.”

ODB’s goal is to provide supplies for 2,000 quali-

fied needy children who attend Fairfax High
School, J.E.B. Stuart High School, the elementary
and middle schools that feed into them, and some
additional central Fairfax schools that have re-
quested assistance.

Webb said a donation of $15 can translate into
all sorts of school supplies in the Collect for Kids’
Back to School program. Some 52,000 school chil-
dren who qualify for the free or reduced meals in
the schools, or 27 percent of the school popula-
tion, are eligible to receive backpacks with school
supplies.

Anyone interested in helping may donate
through Our Daily Bread’s website,
www.ODBFairfax.org, or mail a check to 4080
Chain Bridge Road, 2nd Floor, Fairfax, VA 22030.
Donations of new backpacks and/or gently used
scientific calculators are also welcome. They may
be brought to ODB’s offices through Aug. 7, Mon-
days through Fridays between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Contact Dawn Sykes 703-273-8829 or
holiday@ODBFairfax.org or visit
www.ODBFairfax.org.

— Steve Hibbard

Family Sports Challenge Benefits
ODB’s Backpack Program

Tamar Williamson of Burke participates
in the Basketball Three-Point Challenge.

Demitri Turner and Andrew Yoon, both
of Lorton, won the Basketball Three-
Point Challenge.

Yhomi Warshansky
leads in Jazzercise
during the Family
Sports Challenge
on Saturday, July
18, at Van Dyck
Park in Fairfax.

Photos by

Steve Hibbard/

The Connection

Cemetery Family Services position available
Looking for compassionate individual

to assist families with purchase of burial
property, grave markers, etc. This position is:

• Full Time • With benefits
• Based on Commission • Rotating schedule

For more information and to apply,
please send resume to:
resumes@fmpark.com

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know – get your paper before
it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail: goinggreen@
connectionnewspapers.com
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See Calendar,  Page 11

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

ONGOING
Evenings on the Ellipse Summer

Concert. Thursdays, through Aug.
20. 5:30-7 p.m. Fairfax County
Government Center Ellipse
(Backyard), 12000 Government
Center Parkway, Fairfax. Relax with
music, tastes of local wines and great
company.

Burke Arts in the Parks. Saturdays,
through Aug. 22. 10 - 11 a.m. Burke
Lake Park Amphitheater, 7315 Ox
Road, Fairfax Station. Entertain
children, teach them the importance
of protecting our natural resources,
introduce them to live entertainment
in an informal kid friendly
atmosphere, and forge a connection
between kids and parks. Call 703-
323-6601.

Stars on Sunday Concert Series.
Sundays, through Aug. 30. 3 p.m.
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Featuring a
lineup of performances that showcase
the diversity of talent and culture in
Northern Virginia. Concerts are free
to attend and are perfect for families,
a special date or a relaxing afternoon
of music and dance.

Summer Reading Program. Friday-
Saturday, through Sept. 5. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Fairfax Library, 10360 North
Street, Fairfax. Come to the library
all summer for books and events.
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/fx/.

THURSDAY/JULY 30
Preschool Science 123. 2:30 p.m.

City of Fairfax Library, 10360 North
Street, Fairfax. Enjoy fun
experiments. Visit http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/fx/

The Living Rainforest. 2:30 p.m.
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Meet animals from
the rainforest. Ages 6-12. Visit http:/
/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/

FRIDAY/JULY 31
Library Play Date. 10:30 a.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Stop by with 1-2 year
olds and allow them to play with
other toddlers. Visit http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JULY 31-AUG. 2
Cabaret Series: Sizzling Summer

Nights! Friday-Saturday 8 p.m.,
Sunday 1 p.m. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Rd., Lorton, W-3
Theatre. A raunchy ramble featuring
red-hot jazz mixed with some
tropical tunes and some of the
spiciest sun-drenched songs written
for the stage. Tickets: $25-$30.

SATURDAY/AUG. 1
Mount Vernon Nights 2015: Grand

Ole’ Ditch. 7-8 p.m. Workhouse
Arts Center, 9601 Ox Rd., Lorton.
Enjoy free public concerts featuring a
different genre and musical group
each week.

5K Race Against Crime. 8 a.m.
Fairfax County Government Center,
12000 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax. This race is open to everyone
and supports their non-profit
program that works to aid law
enforcement by providing a means
for the public to report criminal
information anonymously and
protected under state law. As part of
the run, police officers, fire fighters

and sheriffs deputies all compete
against each other in the Public
Safety Challenge. This is a family
event where children will enjoy
exploring the emergency vehicles and
may visit the child fingerprinting
station. McGruff the Crime Dog will
be there too.There is a free kid run
immediately following the 5K.
Multiple food vendors will be on
hand as well.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.
Fairfax Library, 10360 North Street(,
Fairfax. Master Gardeners provide
horticultural tips, information,
techniques and advice to home
gardeners. Adult. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/fx/

SUNDAY/AUG. 2
Christ Church Opening Services.

9:30 a.m.-noon. at Christ Church,
7600 Ox Road. Services at the new
location. Visit
www.christchurchva.org.

Hands On Modeling Day. 1-4 p.m.
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road. Visitors
learn how to paint and display
railroad scenery as well as participate
in artifact cleaning. Tickets: $2-$4.

“The Age of Love.” 4 p.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. This charming movie follows
the humorous and poignant
adventures of 30 older adults in
Rochester, NY, who sign up for a
first-of-its-kind speed-dating event
exclusively for 70-to 90-year-olds.
Recently widowed, long divorced, or
never married, we watch as they
prepare for the big day, meet their
possible dates, and then anxiously
await the results. Through comic and
bittersweet moments, they reveal
intimate confessions of what it is like
to still yearn to be seen and
understood, and how much or how
little their hearts have changed over
a lifetime. Includes movie, post-
discussion and dinner. Tickets: $18-
$22.

TUESDAY/AUG. 4
Robin and His Merry Band. 2:30

p.m. Fairfax Library, 10360 North
Street(, Fairfax. Impressions Theatre
presents the musical story of Robin
Hood. Ages 6-12. Sign up required.
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/fx/

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 5
Read! Build! Play! 10:30 a.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Read a story, build with
DUPLOs and play with friends. Ages
3-5 with adult. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/

FRIDAY/AUG. 7
Stewart Huff Live. 8-10 p.m.

Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Comedian
Stewart Huff brings his humor to the
Workhouse. Tickets: $15.

“Despicable Me 2.” 7 p.m.
Strawberry Park, just outside of
Angelika Film Center, 2911 District
Avenue, Fairfax. Girls on the Run
NOVA is presenting a free outdoor
screening of “Despicable Me 2.” The
event is a way for families to learn
more about their unique youth
development program while also
celebrating 15 years of service and
50,000 girls served.

 Fun and Games. 2 p.m. Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Board games and fun. Ages 6-12.
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/bc/

SATURDAY/AUG. 8
Mount Vernon Nights 2015: Robin

and Linda Williams. 7-8 p.m.
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Rd.,
Lorton. A Prairie Home Companion
favorites Robin & Linda Williams just
released a new hit album, These Old
Dark Hills. Come enjoy live music
and fun..

2nd Saturday Art Walk. 6- 9 p.m.
Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox Rd.,
Lorton. Experience the diverse art of
over 100 artists on a historic venue.
Free Admission.

Creative Writers Club. 2 p.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Fred Oaks
Road, Burke. Join for sharing,
discussion and feedback on your
works in progress. Ages 13-18. http:/
/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/

SUNDAY/AUG. 9
Model Train Show. 1-4 p.m. Fairfax

Station Railroad Museum, 11200
Fairfax Station Road. Table Top
(TTRAK) model trains will be on
display and running. Admission: $2-
$4. Visit www.fairfax-station.org.

TUESDAY/AUG. 11
Cupcake War for Teens. 7 p.m.

Burke Centre Library, 5935 Fred
Oaks Road, Burke. Teens will create
cupcake confections with frosting,
sprinkles, toppings and accessories to
learn decorating tips. Ending with a
fun competition. Sign up required.
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/bc/

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 12
The One Man Band. 10:30 a.m.

Fairfax Library, 10360 North Street(,
Fairfax. Sing, dance and read to the
rhythm with Peter McCory. All ages.

Calendar

‘The Age of Love’
Come out to the Jewish Community Center of Northern
Virginia on Aug. 2 to watch the documentary, “The Age of
Love.” This charming movie follows the humorous and
poignant adventures of 30 older adults in Rochester, N.Y.,
who sign up for a first-of-its-kind speed-dating event
exclusively for 70-to 90-year-olds.

Photo contributed

Farmers Markets 2015

WEDNESDAYS
Oak Marr Farmers Market. 8 a.m. -

noon. Wednesdays, May 6- Nov. 18.
Oak Marr Park & RECenter, 3200
Jermantown Road, Oakton. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/viennamkt.htm

Wakefield Farmers Market. 2-6 p.m.
Wednesdays, May 6-Oct. 28. 8100
Braddock Road, Annandale. 703-321-
7081.http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/
wakefieldmkt.htm

Fair Lakes Farmers Market. 3:30-7
p.m. 4501 Market Commons Drive,
Fairfax.www.greentowns.com/
initiative/farmers-market/fair-lakes-
farmers-market-fairfax-va.

THURSDAYS
Annandale Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-

12 p.m. Thursdays, May 7-Nov. 12.
Featuring a master gardener plant
clinic on site to answer questions
about plants and landscaping. Mason
District Park, 6621 Columbia Pike,
Annandale. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/
annandalemkt.htm

Herndon Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Thursdays, May 7-Nov.
12. Twelve Vendors sell a variety of
products including kettle corn and
fresh made Italian pasta. Old Town
Herndon, 700 Block of Lynn St,
Herndon.www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/
herndonmkt.htm

Fairfax’s Government Center
Farmers Market. 3-7 p.m.
Thursdays, May 7-Oct. 29. Ten
vendors including a Middle Eastern
delicacy bakery and custom organic
ice cream shop.Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax.www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/
governmentcntr-mrkt.htm

FRIDAYS
McLean Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-12

p.m. Fridays, May 1-Nov. 20. 1659
Chain Bridge Road, McLean.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/mcleanmkt.htm

Kingstowne Farmers Market. 4-7
p.m. Fridays, May 1-Oct. 30. Giant
Parking Lot, 5955 Kingstowne Towne
Center, Alexandria. Vendors products
include fresh organic honey and hand
held pies and
rolls.www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/kingstownemkt.htm

SATURDAYS
Burke Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon.

Saturdays, May 2-Nov. 21. 5671
Roberts Parkway, Burke.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/burkemkt.htm

Springfield Farmers Market. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Springfield Town Center,
6699 Spring Mall Drive, Springfield.
www.smartmarkets.org.

Fairfax Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-1
p.m. Saturdays, May 9-Oct. 31.
10500 Page Avenue, Fairfax.
www.fairfaxsaturdaymarket.com.

Reston Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-
noon. Saturdays, May 2-Nov. 14.
Named the best farmers market in
Northern Virginia by Virginia Living
Magazine. Lake Anne Village Center,
11401 North Shore Drive,
Reston.http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/restonmkt.htm

Oakton Farmers Market. 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Year round. Unity of Fairfax
Church, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. www.smartmarkets.org/

Great Falls Farmers Market. 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. Year round. Great Falls Village
Centre, 778 Walker Road, Great
Falls. www.celebrategreatfalls.org/
FarmersMarket.html.

Vienna Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-12
p.m. Faith Baptist Church Parking
Lot, 301 Center Street South, Vienna.
www.viennafarmersmarket.com.
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10 A.M. Shows Monday—Friday

3 University Mall Theatres
SUMMER CINEMA CAMP!
All Seats $2.00, 10 for $15 or All 11 Movies for $11

Attendees will receive a coupon for a dollar ($1.00) Off
a cup of frozen yogurt from YOGURTINI FROZEN YOGURT

Fairfax • Corner of Rt. 123 & Braddock • 703-273-7111

AUGUST 3–AUGUST 7.........HORTON HEARS A WHO! (PG)
AUGUST 10–AUGUST 14 .. HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON (PG)
AUGUST 17–AUGUST 21...................KUNG-FU PANDA (PG)
AUGUST 24–AUGUST 28 ............................... SHREK (PG)
AUGUST 31–SEPTEMBER 4.................................RIO (PG)

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

See our Website for more sales: www.cravensnursery.com➠

75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!

Fill
Dirt

Native Zelcova 75% OFF
‘Blue Atlas’ Cedar 75% OFF
Deodora Cedars 10'-15' 80% OFF
Dwarf Green Japanese Maples 75% OFF

75% OFF All Perennials
~ Hostas 75% OFF ~

Local Nursery Closing After 42 Years ~ Going Out of Business Sale

Leaf Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Japanese
Maples

60% OFF!

Stock Garden Chemicals
HALF PRICE!

Bricks & Stones
50% OFF

Bagged, Shredded Hardwood
Mulch  $3.49 (3 cu. ft. bags)

Giftware 50% OFF

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary,
Pots, Bird Baths

40% OFF & More!

Orchids, Cacti, Succulents,
Bonsai  50% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 50% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 50% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 50% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 50% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 50% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 50% OFF

Citrus Plants
40% OFF

Citrus Plants
40% OFF

Citrus Plants
40% OFF

Citrus Plants
40% OFF

Citrus Plants
40% OFF

Citrus Plants
40% OFF

Citrus Plants
40% OFF

Citrus Plants
40% OFF

FR
EESelect Bagged Mulches 25% OFF!

Unbelie
vable

Savin
gs!

Store Fixtures, Vehicles,
Shelves, Lumber, Etc. FOR SALE

50%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

50%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

50%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

50%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

50%
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50%
OFF Trees
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Calendar

Please register child and adult
separately. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/fx/

THURSDAY/AUG. 13
Toddler Time. 10:30 am. Fairfax

Library, 10360 North Street(,
Fairfax. Join for stories, song and
activities. Ages 2-3 with adult.
Sign up required. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/fx/

 FRIDAY/ AUG. 14
 Library Playdate: Toddlers.

10:30 a.m. Burke Centre Library,
5935 Fred Oaks Road, Burke. A
fun place to play with other
toddlers. Ages 1-2 with Adult.
Sign up required. http://

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/

SATURDAY/AUG. 15
Mount Vernon Nights 2015: The

Revelers. 7-8 p.m. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton. The
Revelers, founding members of the
Red Stick Ramblers and The Pine
Leaf Boys” “unquestionably the two
groups at the vanguard of the
Louisiana cultural renaissance” have
joined together to form a Louisiana
Supergroup which combines Swamp-
Pop, Cajun, Country, Blues and
Zydeco into a powerful tonic of roots
music that could only come from
Southwest Louisiana. Free admission.

Tales to Tails. 11 a.m. Fairfax Library,
10360 North Street, (Fairfax. Children
ages 6-12 celebrate Prince Boo-Boo’s
birthday with games, activities and
reading to the dog. Please bring a
birthday card. School age. http://

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/fx/

SUNDAY/AUG. 16
Model Train Show. 1-4 p.m.

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road. The
Northern Virginia NTRAK
members will hold a N gauge
model train show. Admission: $2-
$4. Visit www.fairfax-station.org.

TUESDAY/AUG. 18
S.T.E.A.M Storytime. 2 p.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Fred Oaks
Road, Burke. Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and
Math. Each month focuses on one
subject with stories and activities
for preschoolers. Ages 4-5 with
adult. Sign up required. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/

Sports

Greater Fairfax 16-18U
Babe Ruth Baseball Wins
SE Regional

The Greater Fairfax 16-18U Babe Ruth baseball
team is headed to the 2015 Babe Ruth World Series
to be held Aug. 8-15 in Klamath Falls, Oregon.

 Greater Fairfax earned the right to represent the
Southeast Region by winning the Southeast Regional
tournament, which was held from July 22-26 at his-
toric Shepherd Stadium in Colonial Heights.

During double elimination play, Greater Fairfax
defeated Putnam County Tennessee, Union County
North Carolina, Northern Fairfax, and Lumber River,
North Carolina (twice) in order to advance to the
World Series. The 2015 Greater Fairfax 16-18U tour-
nament team is the first team from Virginia ever to
advance to a World Series. In 2013 and 2014 Greater
Fairfax was the Southeast Regional runner up to Ala-
bama.

The team is coached by Aaron Tucker and Karl
House, and managed by Brian Seeley.

Local Fencer Wins
United States
National Championship

Local fencer Phil Sbarbaro, member of the Virginia
Academy of Fencing in North Springfield, the world’s
largest fencing school, and member of the board of
directors of the National Fencing Foundation, won

the veteran 70-79 years old men’s sabre national
championship at the 2015 United States Fencing
Association’s Summer National Championships in
San Jose, CA, taking place between June 29 and July
6.

In addition, Sbarbaro, together with two other Vir-
ginia Academy of Fencing members Chris Matt and
Jeannine Bender, qualified for the 2015 Veteran
World Championships taking place from Oct. 19-25
in Limoges, France.

Matt fences in the Veteran 50-59 year old men’s
sabre category. Bender fences in the veteran 60-69
year old women’s sabre category.

Senior Olympics Offers
Wide Variety of Events

The 2015 NVSO will be held Sept. 12-25 at 23 ven-
ues throughout Northern Virginia. More than 50
events are open to adults 50-plus years of age living
in a sponsoring jurisdiction. NVSO is sponsored by
the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church and
the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, Fauquier
and Prince William.

Other NVSO events include track and field, swim-
ming, diving, cycling, tennis, table tennis, golf, min-
iature golf, ten pin bowling, eight ball pool, volley-
ball, pickleball, men’s basketball, handball, racquet-
ball, badminton and bocce. Participants can register
online at www.nvso.us or by mail. Registration fee is
$12 which covers multiple events. Deadlines are Aug.
28 by mail, Sept. 4 online.

For more information, call 703-228-4721 or email,
nvso1982@gmail.com.

The Greater Fairfax 16-18U
Babe Ruth baseball won the
Southeast regional and will
compete in the Babe Ruth
World Series. Pictured are:
(front) Coach Brian Seeley,
Nathan Nguyen, Brandon
Reiser, Zach Beck, Tyler
Murray, Kyle Wilkinson, Sean
Culleiton, Ben Stine, Nick
Render, Zach Thurston, (back)
Coach Karl House, Kenny
Barry, Michael Camarata,
Matthew Sedlock, Zach
Bright, Jimmy Nicholas, Trey
House, Matthew Blaise, Jake
D’Ercole, Joe Larimer, and
Coach Aaron Tucker.

Courtesy photo

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

AUGUST
8/12/2015..........................................................HomeLifeStyle
8/19/2015.............A+ Camps & Schools –  Back to School –

Private Schools
8/26/2015.............Newcomers & Community Guide Pullout
SEPTEMBER
9/2/2015.....................................................................Wellbeing
Labor Day is Sept. 7
9/9/2015..HomeLifeStyle Pullout – Real Estate & New Homes
9/16/2015......................A+ Camps & Schools Back to School,

Open Houses
9/23/2015.......................Fall Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
9/30/2015...................Professional Profiles & Your Business in
    the Community
OCTOBER
10/7/2015.................................Wellbeing Senior Living Pullout
10/14/2015............................................................HomeLifeStyle
10/21/2015 ................................................A+ Camps & Schools
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

P
atty Maye Ohanian arrived in Mis-
sion Viejo, Calif., on Friday to
train for what she called her
“most important” travel softball

tournament of the year.
Ohanian, a Burke resident and rising jun-

ior pitcher and slugger on the Bishop
O’Connell softball team, plays travel ball for
the SoCal Bandits, a Huntington Beach-
based branch of the Illinois-based Beverly
Bandits. Ohanian and her teammates will
compete in the 16U premier division of the
Premier Girls Fastpitch tournament Aug. 1-
8.

Travel softball tournaments are nothing
new to Ohanian, a competitive and driven
athlete who has dedicated countless hours
to her craft. But this tournament has taken
on added importance after a coaching
change at the University of Illinois shifted
Ohanian’s softball future into a state of un-
certainty.

Ohanian spent most of her 10U-16U
travel seasons playing for the Vienna Stars.
She also played one season with Virginia
Glory and attended multiple camps with the
goal of getting noticed by college coaches.

Ohanian’s hard work paid off with a full
scholarship offer from the University of Il-
linois. Ohanian, then a freshman at Lake
Braddock Secondary School, committed to
the Fighting Illini.

THE FOLLOWING YEAR, Ohanian trans-
ferred to Bishop O’Connell and excelled in
both the pitcher’s circle and the batter’s box.
She posted a 1.75 ERA in 44 innings
pitched, and batted .594 with nine home
runs and 57 RBIs in 30 games. She was
named VISAA state Player of the Year and
was a first-team All-Met selection by the
Washington Post.

“People ask me [about the effects of com-
mitting early] a lot,” Ohanian wrote in an
email. “They ask me if I got lazy. They ask
me if I stopped practicing. The answer is,
NO. I don’t play softball for the scholarship.
I play softball to be the best I can be. I am
not naturally the ‘perfectly built softball
player.’ I’m ‘too short’ to be a pitcher, and
I’m ‘not from the right area.’

“Every day I take off, someone else is tak-
ing advantage of it. The only thing that
changed for me was how much more I knew
I had to work hard to compete in the Big
10. Everyone who watches me play tells me
I seem very intense, and I am. I mentally
challenge myself every pitch of every game
because I know how intense college will be.
I play because I love to compete, with my-
self and others. I want to see how far I can
take this thing.”

Things were going smoothly for Ohanian
until Terri Sullivan, who spent 16 years as
head coach of the Illinois softball program,
announced in early June that she would
retire. Ohanian, who listed Sullivan as one

of the main reasons she committed to Illi-
nois, retweeted the coach’s retirement an-
nouncement from the Illini Softball Twitter
account.

“Going into my unofficial visit, I was
timid, knowing nothing about the univer-
sity,” Ohanian wrote. “When I met the
coaches, I felt unbelievably at home. The
head coach that recruited me, Coach
Sullivan, and her assistants, Coach [Donna]
DiBiase and Coach [Katie] O’Connell, were
exactly what I was looking for in coaches.
They were athletic, and energetic. My per-
sonality fits well with that type of leader-
ship. After looking in to the university, I
found out how great of a school it was aca-
demically, too.”

How did Ohanian react to the news of
Sullivan’s retirement?

“My initial reaction was very upset,” she

wrote. “I was sitting in [O’Connell] Coach
[Tommy Orndorff’s] office during lunch one
day when I got a text from one of the re-
cruits telling me what had happened. As I
said before, one of the main things I liked
about the school so much was her, and once
she was gone it felt like what I had imag-
ined it to be like was all gone.”

Less than a month later, Illinois hired Tyra
Perry as head coach. According to Ohanian,
“the commitment fell through about a week
later.”

“Pitching is a hard thing,” Ohanian wrote.
“Some coaches want power pitchers, some
want junky movement pitchers. Some want
6-foot tall girls and some want girls like me
(5 feet 8). The new coach and I weren’t a
good fit, personality-wise or pitching-wise.”

After committing early in her high school
career and seemingly saving herself from a

stressful process down the road, Ohanian
finds herself uncommitted entering her jun-
ior year.

“The early college softball recruiting has
gotten out of hand,” Ohanian wrote. “Girls
in the seventh and eighth grade commit to
colleges. There was no specific reason why
I committed then, to be honest. It was nor-
mal. I was right on schedule with all other
2017 pitchers who want to compete at the
highest collegiate level.”

When asked what she meant by softball
recruiting getting “out of hand,” Ohanian
mentioned several reasons.

“I said that because softball is one of the
earliest sports that recruit,” Ohanian wrote.
“Girls in the seventh and eighth grade com-
mit to college, similar to me. The problem
with this is that five or six years is a long
time in the collegiate athletics business.
Coaches can change, and even more than
once, in that time period. Girls can peak
early, and not get any better from their
eighth grade year on. Or, girls can peak late,
but by the time they’re up to speed, spots
are already filled.

“The early recruiting puts players, par-
ents, and coaches in tough positions and
forces them to make decisions that seventh
and eighth graders should not be making.
A lot of the time, everything works out, but
the amount of times things change or go
wrong after a player commits early and then
de-commits for various reasons is growing
too fast.”

OHANIAN IS CONFIDENT everything
will work out.

“On my travel team, we have girls going
to DePaul, ASU, Louisville, Southern Utah,
and Miami of Ohio, but we also have many
other girls who have not committed,”
Ohanian wrote. “All that changes now is that
I go back into the pool of girls who are not
committed. There are plenty of Division I
schools who still need pitchers and hitters.
I know what I want in a school, I know how
far away I want to go, and what I like and
dislike in programs and coaches now. I truly
believe I learned a lot from this experience.”

Next up for Ohanian is the Premier Girls
Fastpitch tournament.

“This tournament is the most important
of the year, so it was definitely important
all year long,” Ohanian wrote, “although
now that I de-committed, I know the im-
portance of performing well in front of all
the scouts that will be at the tournament.”

Bishop O’Connell softball standout training in California.

Illinois De-Commit Ohanian Faces Uncertain Future

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Burke resident and Bishop O’Connell rising junior Patty Maye Ohanian
de-committed from the University of Illinois during the summer.

“The early recruiting puts
players, parents, and
coaches in tough positions
and forces them to make
decisions that seventh and
eighth graders should not
be making.”

— Patty Maye Ohanian via email

Burke Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
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703-684-0710
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3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

703-204-0733

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios • Exposed Aggregate
Sidewalks • Carports  • Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick• Stonework

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION
The reward 
of a thing 

well done, is 
to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo
Emerson

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

The future comes 
one day at a time.

-Dean Acheson
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Certified Home Care / 
Companion service provider . 

See Fairfax County regisrty  
seeking opportunities 

Va.region.
Contact information :

smckenzie1507@ gmail.com
Cell 202-498-6169

110 Elderly Care 110 Elderly Care

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Zin Springfield, VA LLC trad-
ing as Zinburger Wine and 

Burger Bar, 6795 Springfield 
Mall, Springfield, VA 22150. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer on Premises/Mixed 
Beverages license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Bradford 
Honigfeld, member

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

Objections should be 
registered at 

www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200

ABC NOTICE
Ferment Nation  LLC trading 

as Ferment Nation, 2711 Dorr 
Ave, Ste G, Fairfax, VA 22031. 

The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) for a Whole-
sale Beer/300,000 cases or 

less annually license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Jennifer 
McLaughlin, member

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

EmploymentEmployment

Associate Pastor wanted by 
local church in Burke, VA. Master's deg in

Divinity or Theology a must. Must be 
Ordained Pastor. Must speak, read &

write Korean. Resume to Word of God 
Baptist Church, 9800 Old Keene Mill Rd,

Burke, VA 22015

Join Our Team in Lorton!
Now Hiring Cooks & Servers

Apply in Person Daily
9459 Lorton Market St.
Lorton, VA 22079-1963

E-mail: lorton@glorydaysgrill.com
or call 703-372-1770
for more information

EOE

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Tow Truck Drivers
Openings for FT & PT drivers.

Days/Evenings/Weekends.
call John 703-327-5600.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. The deadline for submissions is the Friday
prior to publication. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/JULY 30
Spanish Conversation Group. 2 p.m. Kings

Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
Participants can practice and improve their
Spanish with a native speaker. Visit
fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches.

Walk-In Ebook and Computer Clinic. 10 a.m.
Pohick Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road, Burke.
Help with basic computer skills and
downloading library eBooks. Bring device
account IDs and passwords.

FRIDAY/JULY 31
Basic Computer Skills Training. 1 p.m. Kings

Park Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
Participants can learn basic computer skills with
one-on-one technology volunteers. Visit
fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches.

SATURDAY/AUG. 1
Teen Advisory Board. 10:30 a.m. Burke Centre

Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road(, Burke. Young
adult volunteers work together on developing
library programs for their peers. Age 13-18.
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/bc/

ONGOING
Senior Outdoor Pickleball, April-October,

Wednesdays 8-10 a.m. Audrey Moore Wakefield
Park Fairfax County, Courts 9 & 10, Beginners
welcome. No cost. Email Gerald Rhoads at
geraldrhoads6701@gmail.com.

Volunteer Fairfax seeks individuals, families,
youth and corporate groups for service
opportunities at a variety of nonprofit agencies.
One-time special events or ongoing activities are
available at www.volunteerfairfax.org or call
703-246-3460.

Singers Wanted for the Celebration Singers.
The women’s show choir is interested in new
talent to perform at various Northern Virginia
community sites. Practices are Wednesdays
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in Burke. Contact Gayle
Parsons, 703-644-4485 or email
gparsons3@cox.net.

Online Scavenger Hunt. Visit Fairfax tasks those
interested in becoming “citizen ambassadors” to
the county (those informed on fun, creative
weekend outings in the area) to find two Fairfax
County Ambassador icons hidden throughout
the fxva.com website in order to join the
ambassador team; those who find all five hidden
pins will receive a complimentary gift.
www.fxva.com/online-ambassador.

Bulletin Board

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the corner of
Fairfax County Parkway and Burke Lake Roads,
holds a bible study fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays
followed by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery care
and children’s church also provided. 6401 Mission-
ary Lane, Fairfax Station, 703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist Center, 10875
Main St., Fairfax City provides free classes to both
newcomers and advanced practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhism. The center emphasizes working with
the mind and learning how to understand the
workings of the mind, overcoming innner causes of
suffering, while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa Rinpoche, the
center is a place of study, contemplation and medi-
tation. Visit http://www.guhyasamaja.org for more
information.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers services at two
locations, in Fairfax at 5114 Twinbrook Road and
in Clifton at 13421 Twin Lakes Drive. Services in
Fairfax are held on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services in Clifton are
held on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. 703-323-
9500 or www.Lordoflifeva.org.

Faith Notes
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Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

Top Producer
www.AmandaScott.net

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-473-1803, 703-309-8948

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

www.HeritageHuntHomes.com

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

Jim Fox
703.503.1800
jim.fox@LNF.com

John & Jennifer Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

Ann Witherspoon, CRS
Associate Broker

703-503-1836
ann.witherspoon@LNF.com
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Life Member NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Gainesville Heritage Hunt 55+ $279,900
UPDATED 1 LVL patio home – backs to trees! 1 lg BR w WIC, 1.5 BA, Kit w oak
cabs, recess lts, HVAC 2013, solar tube, ceram tile, Laundry, Liv, Din, Fam,
Sunrm, NEW paint, 1 car Gar w NEW door, Patio, close to Clbhs & entry gate.

Fairfax
Station/

Canterberry
Estates

Coming Soon!
$769,500

Rare opportu-
nity!  1.5 beauti-
ful, landscaped
acres sited on a

cul-de-sac!  Elegant home featuring 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths –
kitchen & all baths updated – possible (true) 5th BR with bath
on main floor – large custom screen porch with adjacent deck
– butler’s pantry – MBR with sitting room + dressing area –
ample closet space – many built-ins - many surprises!

Cyndee Julian
703-201-5834
Expect Personal Service
& Experienced Negotiation

Fairfax Station Beauty – $869,000
Sited on 1 acre with gorgeous landscaping. Beautifully

updated with attention to details throughout!

Centreville $629,999
Superbly priced!! From the lemonade sippin’ front porch, to the
island kitchen, the vaulted ceilings, and the sought after Chantilly
HS pyramid – this home offers everything you are looking for at a
sensational price. Call for a private appointment.

Clifton
$900,000

Horse
Country!!!

5 bedrooms, 3.5
baths on 5 acres!
Premium private
lot at end of cul-
de-sac next to
entrance of bri-

dle trails of horse community! Immaculate condition w/ loads
of extras/upgrades to include: hardwood floors throughout,
granite countertops, SS. 6 stall stable w/ 2 fenced paddocks. 3
fireplaces, cedar shake roof, chair rails/crown molding, and
much MORE! Call Steve Childress NOW....703-981-3277

Fairfax  $619,800New Listing
Lovely Colonial in beautiful Country Club View.
4 BRs, 2 1/2 Baths, Full Finished Walk-up Lower
Level, Updated Kitchen/Breakfast Room, 1st Floor
Family Room w/FP.  Nothing to do but move in.

Call Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Woodbridge
$644,000
Look No
Further

Stunning, exqui-
site, model home
condition! 5300+
sq ft. 6BR/5.5BA.
3-car gar.
Gorgeous 1/2 ac

lot backing to trees. Screened porch & deck. Sunrm off KT.
Custom built-ins in fam rm. Library. To-die-for KT w/miles of
granite. Sumptuous MBR w/lux bath & BIG walk-in closet. All
BR’s up w/baths. Expansive walkout rec rm + 6th BR, full bath,
media rm on LL. A MUST SEE Call Jim Fox 703.755.0296

Karen Sparks
703-503-1881
karen.sparks@lnf.com

Manassas $635,000
Stunning, center hall 4+ BR, brick colonial, beautifully
situated on 5+ acres; custom upgrades, gourmet designer
kitchen, library can be bedroom, split rail fence, near his-
toric Clifton, patio & deck, great location, close to VRE!

Gainesville Heritage Hunt 55+ $479,900
GORGEOUS 2 LVLS on golf course - STUNNING Sunrm
addtn. 3BR, 3.5BA, Grmt Kit w maple/grnt & islnd, Liv, Din,
Fam w Gas Fpl, Sunrm, Loft, 2 car Gar, Irrig syst, Patio.

Manassas $525,000
Gorgeously updated, immaculate home on private 1 acre wooded lot
in serene community. Gourmet Kitchen, top-of-the-line upgrades:
Counters, Cabinetry, Stainless Steel Appliances & Lighting. Fully
Finished Walk-Up Basement with Den, Full Bath, Wetbar & new
Carpet. 3 year old Roof, new HVAC & new Gutter Guards.

Woodbridge $500,000
Stylish Updates

Beautiful 4 BR, 3.5 BA home w/open flrpln. New HW
floors on ML. Gourmet Kit w/SS appliances. Gas FP.
Fin. Rec Rm w/WO from Lower Level. Backs to Trees.

Fairfax City $190,000
You are minutes away from shopping, restaurants, and Metro
service! This two bedroom condo is perfect for first time own-
ers but equally appealing if you are downsizing. Freshly
painted, new appliances, and new neutral carpet throughout.

Sequoia Farms –
Centreville
$520,000

Charming 4 Bedroom/
3.5 Bath colonial in
terrific community!
Sunny and updated
throughout!


