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T
housands of attendees descended on
Waterfront Park Aug. 8 for the annual
Ballyshaners Irish Festival in Alexan-
dria. The City of Alexandria Pipes and

Drums kicked off the entertainment for the event,
which featured a variety of traditional Irish step
dancers, pipe bands and fiddlers.

“We love performing here,” said Old Town resi-
dent Jessica Likas, who performed with her sister
Kaitlyn as part of the fiddling and step dancing
duo The Wild Irish Roses. “The Ballyshaners put
on the best festival yet.”

The Ballyshaners, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization, sponsor the event to celebrate Irish cul-
ture and to raise funds for the city’s annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade in March. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ballyshaners.org.

— Jeanne Theismann

Members of the Washington Scottish Pipe Band perform Aug. 8 at the Ballyshaners
Irish Festival in Waterfront Park. Proceeds from the festival support the city’s St.
Patrick’s Day Parade in March.

Sisters Kaitlyn and Jessica Likas, also
known as The Wild Irish Roses, pose for
a photo prior to their performance at
the Irish Festival. The Old Town resi-
dents perform dueling fiddles, Irish step
dancing and Scottish Highland dancing.

Christine and Carolyn Zaccaro take a
selfie while enjoying the festivities.

Luck O’ the Irish
Thousands attend Waterfront Park festival.
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By Amina Luqman
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T
he forecast calls for sun-
shine, but make no mis-
take it’s raining test scores

these days, and improved numbers
for schools are sprouting over
town. The Virginia Department of
Education has just released pre-
liminary SOL test results for the
2014-2015 school year, and Alex-
andria City Public Schools show
pass rates up across English, math,
history and science. In English and
math, the focus for Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr.
Alvin Crawley this
past year, scores
have increased or
remained stable
for almost all of
the schools.

“We are very
pleased with the
accomplishments
of our students,”
said Crawley. The
increases may also
serve as validation
of Crawley’s ef-
forts during his
tenure since be-
ginning as interim
superintendent in
October 2013 and
his subsequent
hire in March 2014. This is the first
full academic year of test scores
under Crawley reign, and the re-
sults show broad improvement.
Crawley attributes the rise to
“strengthened instructional prac-
tices, increased teacher training
focused on specific student needs

and frequently monitored student
performance.”

Fourteen out of 16 schools saw
increases in English and math.
Nine schools saw increases in his-
tory. Twelve schools have increases
in science.

“I’ve seen nothing like this in the
time I’ve served on the board,” said
Karen Graf, chairman of the
School Board, when describing the
latest improvements in test scores.
She hopes it can be a key element
in efforts to “make sure that we
are changing the dialogue about
the schools,” said Graf.

Some of the
notable gains
were made in
schools where it
was most needed
and among stu-
dents with typi-
cally lower SOL
pass rates. Will-
iam Ramsay El-
ementary, desig-
nated Accredited
with Warning,
saw gains in En-
glish, with SOL
pass rates up 19
percent for Black,
16 percent for
Latino, 17 per-
cent for Low In-
come, 16 percent

for ELL and 29 percent for Stu-
dents with Disabilities. The school
also had standout gains in history,
with increases of 21 percent for
Black, 22 percent for Latino, 19
percent for Low Income, and 21
percent for ELL students. In math,

SOL Scores
Improving
Gains at Jefferson-Houston;
mixed results at TC.

“Although there
are areas that
still need
improvement, we
are working to
build on our
momentum for
the coming
school year.”

— Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Alvin Crawley
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News

Police Investigate Robbery
By Knife-Wielding Suspect

The Alexandria Police Department is investigating the rob-
bery of sweetFrog, a frozen yogurt shop located in the 500 block
of S. Van Dorn Street.

Around 4:20 p.m., on Wednesday, July 29, an unknown man
entered the store, sat at a table, and waited for customers to
leave. The suspect then approached the cashier and brandished
a knife. He took cash from the register and fled. There were no
injuries.

The suspect is described as a white male in his mid to late
20’s, average height, brown hair, a mustache with a goatee,
and a slim build. He was last seen wearing a white t-shirt with
a graphic on the back, dark shorts, flip flops, a baseball cap,
and glasses.

The suspect fled the scene in a newer model silver Honda
accord. The vehicle had front end damage, a missing front grill,
and the passenger side mirror was hanging from the car. A white
female with blond hair was driving the vehicle.

The store had numerous surveillance cameras. The footage
of the crime was edited into one video and can be viewed on
the Alexandria Police Department’s YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/AlexandriaVAPD.

Anyone with information about this incident or who recog-
nizes the suspectis asked to call Det. Michael Whelan at 703-
746-6228.

Other police activity included:
❖ The Alexandria Police Department is investigating a rob-

bery on Wednesday, Aug. 12, at the intersection of King and
Washington Streets.

❖ The Alexandria Police Department responded to a report
of a person injured in the 3100 block of Duke Street. The crime
occurred on Saturday, Aug. 8, in the 100 block of Ellsworth
Street. The victim was transported to the hospital with a non-
life-threatening gunshot wound to upper body. Anyone with
information about this investigation is asked to contact Det.
Ryan Clinch at 703-746-6673.

30-Year Prison Sentence
For Armed Robbery

Brien Keith Hughes, 32, formerly of Alexandria, was sentenced
Aug. 7 to 30 years in prison, followed by five years of super-
vised release for convictions related to his role in two violent
robberies where firearms were used.

Hughes pleaded guilty on March 4, 2015. According to court
documents and statements made in court, Hughes, who previ-
ously served as a leader of the Nine Trey Gangster Bloods clique
of the United Blood Nation transnational street gang, was in-
volved in two violent robberies on May 13, 2013. In both in-
stances, Hughes, along with other co-conspirators, targeted a
low-level marijuana dealer and engaged in what is referred to
as a “drug rip,” where after setting up a drug transaction, the
purchaser robs the drug dealer of their narcotics and any other
valuables. In this case, Hughes and other Bloods members ex-
ecuted an armed robbery of the victim and stole his narcotics,
identification, vehicle, and keys.

Afterwards, Hughes and his co-conspirators, using the infor-
mation found on the victim’s stolen identification, traveled to
the home where the victim was residing.

In addition to the victim, two other individuals, innocent by-
standers who rented a room to the victim, were also present
when the defendant and his fellow gang members made entry
into the home.

The defendant and his co-conspirators, armed with handguns
and zip-ties, forced entry into the home and assaulted the three
sleeping occupants and restrained the victims using zip-ties.

Once the victims were tied up and partially blindfolded, some
gang members ransacked the house looking for drugs, valu-
ables, and weapons, while the other gang members, including
the defendant, interrogated the three victims regarding the lo-
cation of additional marijuana. This interrogation involved
physical and sexual assault.

News Briefs

By Marissa Beale

Alexandria Gazette

T
he Alfred Street Baptist Church frequently
steps in to meet community needs that can
go unnoticed, and the thousands of youth

returning to school without the supplies they need
is no exception. In two weeks’ time, volunteers at
the church filled more than a thousand backpacks
for elementary, middle and high school students at-
tending Alexandria City Public Schools. These back-
packs, along with coats, health and dental screen-
ings, workshops about finance, college preparation
and more were made possible through My Brother’s
Keeper, a ministry at Alfred
Street that began more
than a decade ago to con-
nect the church with the
wider community.

When the ministry first
began in 2003, everything
was donated. Now, it
thrives off the aid of do-
nated supplies as well as
church-funded support.
The Center for Exploited
and Missing Children do-
nated water bottles that
were given to each family
in attendance.

This year’s event took
place on July 25.

“One thousand four hun-
dred and twenty-eight
bookbags were given out
this year alone,” said
Amanda Stafford, the di-
rector of My Brother’s
Keeper.

According to Stafford,
each of the preselected
families walked away with
at least $150 worth of
products to equip their

child or children for a successful school year. Some
of the schools attended by the students included Mat-
thew Maury Elementary School, Jefferson Houston
School, Lyles Crouch Traditional Academy, Cora Kelly
School for Math, Science and Technology, George
Washington Middle School, Walt Whitman Middle
School, T.C. Williams High School and Mount Vernon
High School.

“Families are referred by local agencies such as
ALIVE, low income housing coordinators such as Al-
exandria Redevelopment and Housing Authority
(ARHA), historical data, and world of mouth of past
recipients,” said Stafford.

Upon their arrival to the church for the annual My
Brother’s Keeper event, each family was given per-
sonalized attention. Members of Alfred Street vol-
unteered to be “buddies” for the families, sitting with
them during the worship services, workshops, and
playing with the children in two large inflatable moon
bounces that filled the church parking lot, or help-

ing them make arts and
crafts.

The children also re-
ceived a visit from a spe-
cial guest.

“Miss Pennsylvania ad-
dressed the groups, and
gave a message of encour-
agement,” said Evie Tobias,
one of the buddies. An
onsite translator was also
available for several of the
Spanish-speaking families.

“It’s so that they have
people to talk to without
the language barrier,” said
Capitol Heights Elemen-
tary School (Prince
George’s County) Principal
Nina Lattimore, who trans-
lated for the families.

The goal of the My
Brother’s Keeper was not
just to aid the students and
families one time, but to
give them tools and re-
sources to use later on.
Free medical and dental
screenings were provided

Amanda Stafford, director
of My Brother’s Keeper at
Alfred Street Baptist
Church, has been a member
of Alfred Street for 33
years.

From left: Jerry Blake, Jay’den Cathey and Jolonda Davis
attended My Brother’s Keeper on July 25 and stood in
line for Jay’den’s free medical screening. She will be a
third grader in the fall.

Backpacks, School Supplies and More
‘My Brother’s Keeper’
ministry hosts
annual event.

Dr. Al Cheek (left) and Dr. Siobhian
Sprott provided dental screenings for
the children at the event.
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People

By McKenya Dilworth

T
he survival rate of ovarian cancer is a grim
44 percent, and symptoms are described as
obscure at best. But, early detection of the

disease yields a survival rate of over 90 percent.
That’s hopeful. Rhonda’s Club — Ovarian and Gyne-
cologic Cancer Coalition — wants to spread the mes-
sage of awareness.

The organization hosted a book signing event Sun-
day, Aug. 2 at Busboys & Poets in D.C. featuring Dr.
Maya Soetoro-Ng, educator, professor, activist, ad-
vocate and sister of President Barack Obama. The
speaker shared that after their mother — the late
Stanley Ann Dunham — was diagnosed with ova-
rian cancer she died 11 months later. “This event is
about raising awareness because D.C. has the high-
est mortality rate of ovarian cancer,” said Leigh
Chapman, the Rhonda’s Club responsible for bring-
ing Soetoro Ng.

Although the subject matter was somber and seri-
ous — ovarian cancer — the message was positive.
“My mother was my best friend, and she was like
the moon,” said Soetoro-Ng. “The moon is a con-
necting force. No matter, where you are in the world,
on a rooftop in Indonesia, Pakistan, New York City,
the moon, is the same; it’s what we share, “ She chose
the moon to tell a story about her mother’s loving
spirit and willingness to help all in need. Her inspi-
ration to write the book, “Ladder to the Moon,” came
from an innocent inquiry from her daughter (Suhaila,
now 11 years old) about her grandmother.

Since storytelling was a major part of her mother’s
life, Soetoro-Ng decided a children’s book would be
a loving tribute and lasting introduction of her
mother to her children. “Ladder to the Moon” ex-
plains the interconnectedness to one another, nature,
and the moon.

Soetoro-Ng told stories of her mother making holi-
days special for her with everything from a sad look-
ing pregnant goat for Easter to red and green chili
peppers on a pile branches as a Christmas tree or
waking her up in the middle of the night to go wit-
ness the majesty of the moon on rooftops. She ad-

mitted that back then she had not welcomed these
exploratory visits but is now happy to cherish the
memory of those moon moments with her mother.

Soetoro-Ng spoke about how her mother was told
she had appendicitis when, in fact, the correct diag-
nosis was ovarian cancer. That is the problem with
ovarian cancer. “We would like to get more informa-
tion out there about ovarian cancer and its symp-
toms to people who aren’t aware of the disease,” said
Chapman.

“Its symptoms are obscure, but we are hopeful for
the development of a screening for the disease like
that of breast cancer with the mammogram,” said
Rosemary Reed Miller of Alexandria, a member of
Rhonda’s Club. After Soetoro-Ng spoke, she took
questions from the audience who seemed to be in-
terested in everything from the best advice given her
by her mother to the influence of her grandmother.
“You are extremely powerful — go and claim your
womanhood,” Soetoro-Ng said as she retold some of
the advice her late mother and grandmother gave
her in her formative years.

“Response to celebrity is something that serves to
boost the interest in any given cause. We were fortu-
nate to have someone like Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng, to
champion our shared cause of raising awareness and
advocacy around ovarian cancer,” said Reed Miller.

Soetoro-Ng ended with one of her mother’s favor-
ite sayings: “My mother told me to embrace my abil-
ity to build bridges of understanding and lasting re-
lationships.”

Rhonda’s Club members (from left): Rosemary Reed Miller, JoAnn Symons, Leigh
Chapman, Mary Kinler, Clare Donelan, Paige Whitaker, Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng, Susan
Yaffe-Oziel, Kathy Daniels, Patricia Teck Seggerman and Susan Lee Kim.

Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng with Northern
Virginia  Community College student
Laura Olliverrie.

A Hopeful Afternoon
Spreading awareness
of ovarian cancer.
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From Page 3

Ministry
by licensed professionals within the church
and the community, and Lion’s Club Inter-
national provided free medical screenings
for children ages three and up.

“I am honored to be a part of this,” said
Dr. Siobhian Sprott, one of two dentists pro-
viding dental screenings for the children.
“You never know what seed you might
plant. Some of the parents hear things they
didn’t know.”

Under the Blessing Tent, tables of stuffed
backpacks were set up for the children to
take home.

Each one was packed according to grade
level, and across from the backpacks, North
Face, Ralph Lauren and Polo coats, just to
name a few of the brands, were available
for small children needing them for the
winter.

“The mother was in awe. She was really
thankful,” said Tobias about the mother of
the family she hosted. During the day she
took them around the church grounds to
enjoy the recreational activities, listen to the
workshops, and have lunch before picking
out their backpacks and closing out of reg-
istration. “The children were really well-
mannered,” she said.

Between 70 and 80 different ministries
within the church were involved in making
this year’s My Brother’s Keeper event pos-
sible.

One Love Festival
Harold and Sherman Harris,
brothers of community activ-
ist Lenny Harris, attended the
One Love Festival, an annual
multi-cultural family event in
honor of their deceased
brother. The free festival was
held Saturday, Aug. 8, at the
Lenny Harris Memorial Field
at Braddock Park.
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M
ary Ulrich has a
dream. She wants
to set up a transi-

tional Dream House for the two
former prison inmates who cur-
rently work for her in Path to
Freedom, her landscaping busi-
ness, and for other workers to
come. She wants to “grab hold
of these guys,” teach them, and
to have a greenhouse in the
back. Ulrich keeps her workers
busy and they don’t have time
to get into trouble. But she
added, “I don’t just hire any-
body; they have to be driven to
change and want to take care
of themselves.”

Ulrich understands where
they come from because she
spent 8-and-a-half years in
prison herself. While she was
there, she took gardening
classes and got technical certi-
fications in seven different ar-
eas. She taught other inmates
the last five years and was in
charge of the annual prison
plant sale, open to the public,
that on a budget of $4,000
made $14,000 in three hours.
She picked out all of the seeds,
told each of her prison students
what to grow, and knew how to
grow all of the perennials. “It
saved my life in prison where
everyone is lying around with
nothing to do. It was my peace.
This might sound strange. But
my grandfather was into plants
a lot and he died while I was in
prison. Working with plants was
spiritual and reminded me of
my grandfather. It helped me
heal when he died,” she said.

Two and a half years ago,
when Ulrich got out of prison,
she went to every nursery in
Northern Virginia. “When they
found out where I got my train-
ing, prison would be a deal
breaker. It was the worst feel-
ing in the world to get all ready
for your interview and then get
turned away.” In the next
couple of years Ulrich got in-
volved in the “ban the box” ini-
tiative that required prospective
workers to check a box on their
job application indicating if
they had ever been incarcer-
ated. Then Ulrich went on a trip
with Offender Aid and Restora-
tion (OAR) to the Cherrydale
Baptist Church in Arlington
and, “I spoke out about how
nobody would hire me.” She
said Geoffrey Gradler, a church
member, hired her on the spot
to do his lawn. “He offered to
get me eyeglasses and a doctor’s
exam but I didn’t want anybody
to give me anything. So I
worked for my glasses.” And
OAR helped her with business

cards. “They do give you an al-
ternative way to live.”

“Geoff gave me a yard to
work in. I would go there ev-
ery day. It was my office in his
backyard.” Then a neighbor
hired her and that was the be-
ginning. Now most of her cli-
ents are in Alexandria but some
in Arlington, two in D.C. and a
couple in Maryland. She says
she likes networking. “It’s using
your hustling skills, but it’s le-
gal.”

Ulrich said, “Community
members are a lot better to give
you a break than a business-
man. For them it is all black and
white. And a community per-
son has more to lose by taking
a chance. They are letting me
in to their home, the most pre-
cious part of their life.”

She said OAR encouraged
her, and she saw one of their
therapists every week. They
didn’t tell her “I can’t. Everyone
else told me what I needed to
do and that I couldn’t start my
own business.” In the beginning
OAR gave her metro tickets so
she could get around but that
limited where she could go for
jobs. She was able to save
money and buy herself a
scooter. That freed her up to go
wherever she needed to go. She
rode it to jobs carrying her duf-
fel bag with a little shovel and
some pruning shears “and
sometimes a few plants be-
tween my feet.”

Before, she couldn’t get a job,
and now she gets a contractor
discount.

She said, “This day is teasing
me,” and tries to get in a little
more work before the rain
comes back again.

— Shirley Ruhe

Mary Ulrich, former
prisoner, now turned
garden landscaper,
readies her wheelbarrow
to begin her first job.

Gardening Saved a Life
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I
t was the retirement party for Gail Arnall, ex-
ecutive director for 10 years of Offender’s Aid
and Restoration (OAR). “But,” as her friend from

1973, Belle O’Brien, said as she is putting flowers on
each table, “if you believe she is retiring, you don’t
know Gail.”

Arnall looks to the door of California Tortilla on
Wilson Boulevard in Arlington. “I can’t believe my
brother and sister from Arizona are here.” Arnall’s
twin sister has just arrived with her brother. “Did
you recognize her; she has white hair because she
was born 10 minutes earlier.” Arnall’s brother, Bill
Crotts, is a former offender who spent 6-and-a-half
years in prison. But she says it didn’t influence her
accepting this job; she had actually started it before
he was incarcerated. She speculated it is ironic that
this happened after she had already accepted this
position.

OAR was established in 1974 by a group of women
from Arlington who volunteered in the jails and saw
a need for ongoing support of prisoners and ex-of-
fenders. OAR’s slogan is Strengthening Community
Through Second Chances. Today it serves the county
of Arlington and the cities of Alexandria and Falls
Church by working with individuals who have been
incarcerated in Arlington or Alexandria detention
facilities or anywhere in the country and are return-
ing to one of these locations as well as individuals
who are mandated by the Arlington or Falls Church
courts to complete community service hours.

Arnall came to OAR from her own company,
Phoebus Communications, where she did long-dis-
tance interactive learning projects for rural schools
for 17 years. “The last one I did was called Safety
Net and went to juvenile correctional facilities.”
That’s what got her interested in this area. Since
Arnall had been doing national projects she decided
she needed to do something local. Arnall answered
an ad in the Washington Post and ended up as OAR’s
executive director.

When she came to OAR, the budget was $700,000
with $150,000 in kind. Now it is $1.2 million. The
staff has grown and stabilized. “It is very important
for our clients to have continuity.” And she says one
of the important things that has made her proudest
is that her staff’s salaries are now commensurate with
those in other social services agencies. The number
of clients serving community service has grown and,
“Another thing that is so great about this jurisdiction
is they can also pay their court fees through commu-
nity service.”

Dave Wiley, chair of the OAR Board, stops by to
congratulate Arnall. “We can’t make what we say
positive enough,” he said.

Arnall has faced obstacles. She says when she first
took this job, no one wanted to talk about prisoner
reentry or fund it. There was a sense that if people
had messed up, they got what they deserved. She
added that there is a lot of fear so she takes clients
with her so people can see the former offenders as
they really are, “Otherwise people just get their im-
pressions from TV.”

She has spent most of the past year doing outreach
and some advocacy so that people understand what
is going on in the criminal justice system. She adds
that churches and civic groups are among the quick-

est to accept the need for helping prisoners with re-
entry.

She said it feels strange for people coming out of
prison. “They think, ‘People are being nice to me;
what do they want?’ They have to learn a different
reality. OAR welcomes them back and lets them know
they want the person to be part of the community.”
Arnall said she is excited about a new intensive evi-
denced-based re-entry program starting this month
based on the idea that before you can help a pris-
oner come home you have to know their risk fac-
tors. They come back with no family support or job
to the same people they knew before they went in.
There is a new 12 -week class twice a week with a
curriculum to help the prisoners change what they
are thinking before they come out and to tailor their
reentry plans directly to their risk factors.

Arnall said she had told the board when she was
70 she would retire. “But at 69, so many things I
wanted to do were done. It was time, and I had a
couple of things I wanted to do.” So she asked if she
could stay involved with OAR but not run it. Now
her title is development and outreach consultant.

One of these projects is in Prince George’s County
which has 14,000 people return from incarceration
each year but no reentry program. They have put in
a proposal to the state of Maryland for funding a
planning process. If funded, the organization that
will likely lead this effort has asked Arnall to serve
as an adviser.

OAR serves Arlington and Falls Church and also
works with Alexandria, where they will be expand-
ing their opportunities including providing services
inside the Alexandria Detention Center, providing
one-on-one employment assistance to clients released
in Alexandria and working with families. For the last
two years OAR received just over $24,000 each year
from the Alexandria Fund for Human Services to
support its reentry program in Alexandria. They set
up office hours on Fridays at Downtown Baptist
Church on South Washington where they provided
one-on-one case management and group classes.
Arnall points to the success of the OAR program. In
Virginia 26 percent return to prison after a year but
in OAR among people who stay in the program, it is
8 percent.

Arnall’s Retirement Party
But, of course, she
will never retire.

Retiring Executive Director of OAR Gail
Arnall gets dressed for her retirement
party at California Tortilla July 14 by her
friend of 42 years Belle O’Brien. O’Brien
said, “If you think Gail is really retiring,
you don’t know her.”
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Opinion

See Letters,  Page 11

By Eric Wallner

Chief Executive Officer,

Torpedo Factory Art Center

A
sk any local Alexandrian and they
would agree, the Waterfront is one
of the most vibrant and active neigh-
borhoods in the city. This wasn’t al-

ways the case. In the 1970s, after the torpedo
factory was no longer in active use, the area
was described as rundown and aban-
doned. In her book, “On Target: Sto-
ries of the Torpedo Factory Art
Center’s First 25 Years,” founder
Marian Van Landingham described it as: “Full
of old government furniture and Smithsonian
Institution storage, the buildings were consid-
ered a blight. Only a half-dozen businesses
survived on neighboring King Street. The city
needed something to bring life and visitors to
this area.” The creation of the Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center in 1974 has become a textbook

example of urban re-
vitalization, often
cited as one of the
first experiments in
adaptive re-use of an
industrial space.

As an economic en-
gine for our tourism
industry, the Torpedo
Factory Art Center is
responsible for gener-
ating $16.2 million in direct visitor spending.
Our community impact, however, goes much
deeper. Nationally recognized researchers Ann
Markusen and Anne Gadwa Nicodemus de-
scribe creative placemaking as an effort to

shape and coordinate the cultural life
of a community. “In creative
placemaking, partners from public,
private, nonprofit, and community

sectors strategically shape the physical and so-
cial character of a neighborhood, town, tribe,
city, or region around arts and cultural activi-
ties. Creative placemaking animates public and
private spaces, rejuvenates structures and
streetscapes, improves local businesses viabil-
ity and public safety, and brings diverse people
together to celebrate, inspire, and be inspired.”

With a mission to foster connections among
artists and the public that ignite the creative
spirit, the Torpedo Factory Art Center is an in-
ternationally recognized model of creative
placemaking. Last year, with our partner orga-
nizations, the Art League, the Torpedo Factory
Artists’ Association and the Alexandria Arche-
ology Museum, the Art Center completed a
Strategic Road Map which outlines three main
objectives: To become an indispensable com-
munity and regional asset; to support resident
artists; and to enhance the reputation of the
Torpedo Factory among the arts community
and the public.

The city’s ongoing Waterfront planning pro-
cess provides an opportunity to preserve this
unique cultural and historic asset while inte-
grating the arts directly into the visitor experi-
ence. This fall, the Torpedo Factory Art Center
is developing a detailed, action-oriented busi-
ness plan with a focus on financial
sustainability and growth. Since the building
was last renovated in 1983, preparations are
being made to launch a major renovation for
an even more vibrant user experience. The art
center welcomes the input, involvement and
support of the Alexandria community as we
continue to grow.

Opportunities for ‘Creative Placemaking’
Looking at the future
of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center.

Commentary
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Price of Borrowing
To the Editor:

Whether these letter writers realize it or not,
when they proudly point to Alexandria’s mu-
nicipal bond rating, they haven’t read the fine
print or connected the dots. The city’s website
reports, “Moody’s cited Alexandria’s ‘dynamic
tax base with above average wealth levels’ …
reflecting the expectation that ‘the City’s satis-
factory financial position will be maintained
due to … continued tax base growth ….”

In plain-speak, this means that, especially
since Alexandria’s debt is only 1.31 percent of
our real estate’s assessed value, there’s plenty
of property value to tax if the city’s rosy as-

sumptions about development generating tax
revenue prove wrong or if the new metro sta-
tion has the kinds of overruns the only other
“infill” station in the WMATA system experi-
enced. For all intents and purposes, city hall
has given notice to expect a whopping tax in-
crease next year or cumulatively thereafter.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Fiscal Amnesia
To the Editor:

The topic of city fiscal mismanagement has
been a familiar theme of citizen rhetoric for
the past year. With the city elections less then

Letters to the Editor

three months away Councilman Wilson has fi-
nally attempted to personally address this is-
sue, refuting the idea that the city is in harm’s
way and inferring that the fiscal story will end
happily ever after because of our AAA bond
rating and our 1.31 local debt limit as per the
recent Comprehensive Annual Financial Re-
port.

I wish this was true but its just not that
simple.

A bond rating is a forward assertion of a
municipality’s ability to retire debt based upon
the past history of debt payment in an effort
to predict timely future payment. Think of it
as a credit score for a city or municipality a
type of credit worthiness. There is no mystery
here — we have paid our debts on a timely
basis and we have the flexibility and ability to
raise taxes to pay off debt based upon the af-
fluence of our populace. So we earned this rat-
ing but it is based on past history, our current
problem is the future.

Since 1987 the city has operated under spe-
cific established debt-related financial policies.
These financial policies were derived from the
analysis of other successful jurisdictions and
in 1998 these policies were adopted as part of
the budget process and were reaffirmed by the
City Council in 1999 and in 2008. These debt
policies (ratios) have been utilized by the City
Council to ensure long term affordability and
sustainability of the CIP. It is without question
that adherence to these city ratios has contrib-
uted to the city’s financial success, growth and
AAA Bond rating up to now. However, things
have changed.

There are three ratios to which the city has
adhered to: Debt as a percentage of personal
income which measures citizens’ ability to fi-
nance tax-supported debt; debt as a percent-
age of fair market real property value — an
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A Life = Future and One’s Future = Vision
Law enforcement and the judicial system is based on the belief
that all people are to be treated equally. We need law enforcement
to uphold the law as much as citizens need to respect the law. That
unbiased system of justice is brought more into question by such
tragedies of Michael Brown, Freddie Gray, Eric Garner and others
who lost their lives. Black lives matter.

— Geri Baldwin/Alexandria
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By McKenya Dilworth

A
ll lives matter is the righteous reac-
tionary retort to the now often
shouted mantra of Black Lives Mat-

ter. This tit-for-tat, back-and-forth battle is
the reason we cannot have meaningful dis-
cussions about race in America. Instead of
valuing others’ experience and yes, even
their pain; we wait for the opportunity to

respond to that which
made us uncomfortable.
The constant defense pos-

ture gets us about as far as we have, re-
duced to oversimplified remarks suitable for
trite tweets.Here’s something to consider.
The reason the battle cry of Black Lives
Matter irritate those who find the need to
respond is because of what that statement
embodies. The mantra is heavy with the
history of disenfranchisement that started

with the denial of freedom (slavery), pro-
gressed with domestic terrorism (KKK) ac-
companied by Jim Crow Laws (discrimina-
tion). The response to Black Lives Matter is
a way to undermine the history of disre-
gard. It does not acknowledge the mean-
ing of the moment, recent history and oc-
currence of the frequency of justified vio-
lence against Black Lives. The response of
All Lives Matter is equivalent to the “I don’t
see color” response of well-meaning but
uninformed persons who attempt to sweep
injustice under the rug by denying that the
ugliness exists and lives and thrives in the
year 2015.Leave “Black Lives Matter” alone
and take a moment to listen to what the
voices are saying behind the mantra. Hear
the anger, the hurt, the disappointment of
not living in a post-racial society. Then, seek,
not to dismiss, but to understand that the
cry about Black Lives mattering has less to
do with the devaluation of your life, but
more with seeking to acknowledge the value
of ours.

All Lives Matter
(Of course)

About Race

FRIDAY/AUG. 14
Registration Deadline. The Alexandria City

Academy is accepting applications for the fall
2015 session. Residents and business owners
ages 18 and up can learn about the City
government, its departments, and the respective
functions. Classes run from 6:45-9 p.m.
Thursdays, Sept. 10-Nov. 5 at City Hall, 301

Bulletin Board

King St., Room 1900. Classes are free. Register
at alexandriava.gov/CityAcademy by Aug. 14.

MONDAY-SUNDAY/AUG. 17-23
Kate Wall Barrett Branch Library Closed.

717 Queen St. Alexandria Library’s Kate Waller
Barrett Branch Library and Special Collections
Branch Library will be closed for renovations.
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News

Gains at Jefferson-Houston; Mixed Results at TC
Ramsay’s gains were more mod-
est, from 1 percent to 7 percent
across categories.

Patrick Henry Elementary
School, which was also Accredited
with Warning, saw gains in En-
glish, math and history. Scores
were up in almost every demo-
graphic category. In English,
Patrick Henry showed increases in
SOL pass rates of 3 percent for
Black, 29 percent for Latino, 14
percent for Low Income, 27 per-
cent for ELL and 10 percent for
Students with Disabilities. In math
the gains were 1 percent for Black,
14 percent for Latino, 10 percent
for Low Income, 12 percent for
ELL and 13 percent for Students
with Disabilities.

T.C. Williams High School
showed spotty gains. Scores
dipped in reading, writing and his-
tory yet improved in mathematics.
There were drops in English: Writ-
ing pass rates for Latino and ELL
students fell 10 percent and 16
percent respectively. There was a
15 percent rise in mathematics
among students with disabilities.

The district’s sole unaccredited
school, Jefferson-Houston, saw a
12 percent increase in reading pass
rates overall, up 18 percent and
11 percent among Black and Low
Income students respectively. In
math, scores increased 18 percent
overall, up 20 percent for Black
and 12 percent for Latino and 17
percent for ELL students. In sci-

ence the numbers were up 26 per-
cent for all students, with in-
creases of 37 percent for Black, 30
percent for Latino and 41 percent
for ELL students. These were much
needed gains after a significant dip
in science scores in the prior year.
The increases were so strong they
surpassed the year one projections
for the schools 3-year plan for full
accreditation: The school made
two years of progress in one year’s
time.

Although Crawley’s focus on
improving math and English out-
comes has shown success, the re-
sults also show daunting chal-
lenges remain. Although there
have been significant percentage
increases some test scores remain
low. Particularly for students with
disabilities, whose pass percent-
ages were low (50 percent or be-
low) in the majority of ACPS
schools. Also, the gap between
white student achievement and
that of Black and Latino students
persists.

Still, as September approaches,
Crawley begins the new school
year with the wind at his back.
“ACPS has made some significant
gains.

Although there are areas that
still need improvement, we are
working to build on our momen-
tum for the coming school year. We
continue to focus on equitable pass
rates across all our schools, our
subject areas and our gap areas,”
Crawley said.

Email announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos are
welcome.

Alexandria residents Brendan
Michael A. Bowe, Charonda
Brown, Heather A. Forrest, Brady
J. Jernigan, Laura M. Kellermann,
Matthew J. Rosales, Ysabel M.
Trujillo and Ruth M. Walston re-
ceived scholarships from the Marine
Corps Scholarship Foundation at the
Truman Crawford Hall at the Marine
Barracks Washington in Washington,
D.C.

The foundation awarded more than
$7 million in scholarship funding to a
2,300 Marine children for the 2015-16
academic year.

Diane Lingenfelter was initiated
into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi
at University of Maryland University
College.

Tanner Beck has received dean’s
list recognition for the spring semester
at Hampden-Sydney College (Farmville,
Va.).

Laura Magnan qualified for the
spring 2015 dean’s list at Belmont Uni-
versity (Nashville, Tenn.)

Ted Davis has been selected to par-
ticipate as a drummer/percussionist in
Grammy Camp 2015 in Brooklyn, N.Y.

this summer.

Christopher Piercy graduated
from Creighton University’s School of
Law (Omaha, Neb.) with a Master of
Science in negotiation and dispute reso-
lution.

Margaret Nealon  and Sarah
Sapirstein were named to the dean’s
List at the University of Vermont
(Burlington, Vt.).

Freshman Caroline Caplen and
senior Jacqueline McCabe were
named to the dean’s list for the spring
semester at Bridgewater College
(Bridgewater, Va.).

Vasili Ikonomidis graduated from
York College of Pennsylvania (York, Pa.)
with a Bachelor of Science in computer
information systems.

Mohammad Khalil was named to
the president’s list at Davenport Univer-
sity (Grand Rapids, Mich.) for the
winter 2015 semester.

Christopher Hughes graduated
from Washington College (Chestertown,
Md.) with a Bachelor of Arts in business
management.

Baley Nolting graduated from
Washington College (Chestertown, Md.)
with a Bachelor of Arts in political sci-
ence.

School Notes
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Letters

important indicator in the city’s ability to
repay debt since property tax revenue is is
the main source of funds; and finally debt
service as a percentage of general govern-
ment expenditures which measures the
city’s ability to repay debt without hamper-
ing other city services. All three of these
ratios are currently above city target levels.
With future expenditures on school infra-
structure and Metro financing added, these
ratios would be completely broken.

In 2004 it cost $20 million to finance the
city debt, in the 2016 budget it will cost
$63 million to finance the debt — an in-
crease of 215 percent or 16.5 percent per

year. The debt service as a percentage of
the general fund has increased from 7.1
percent in 2011 to 9.8 percent in 2016 —
an 8 percent annual increase. The general
debt has increased 175 percent from 2004
to 2016 an increase of 13.4 percent per year.
The conclusion in 2013 was that the city
has a debt issue. The Budget and Fiscal Af-
fairs Advisory Committee issued a warning
stating “the trend is evident regardless of
whether Potomac Metro-rail is included in
the calculation, meaning that the debt ra-
tios are worsening.”

The conclusion of this facility budget pro-
cess of 2015 was “within the limitations of
the City Council existing debt policy guide-
lines (ratios), there currently is not suffi-

cient funding available for the 20-year ACPS
program and changes.” Translation: Based
upon what has previously worked, the cur-
rent state of our borrowing needs is out of
balance and we may have to change the
ratios because they are no longer relevant
— spending is out of control.

Those are the numbers, all authentic and
well documented. Let’s be clear there is no
question that we do have a debt problem in
Alexandria — the only remaining question
is why some are unwilling to admit it or
address it. It’s too late for excuses; the Re-
publican candidates are already addressing
the budget issue.

William A. Goff
Alexandria

Problem Solver
To the Editor:
Now in my mid-70s, I have never voted for
a Republican but I intend to vote for Bob
Wood, a smart and personable candidate
for City Council who can team up with
Allison Silberberg, a progressive Democrat,
to provide badly-needed good government
for Alexandria. Having heard him address
some critical issues recently, I believe Wood,
a retired U.S. Army general and now a busi-
nessman, has the ability to listen to ideas
and problem solve. He has my vote.

Peter Bernstein
Alexandria
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Address .............................. BR FB HB ... Postal City .. Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC . PostalCode ....... Subdivision ......... Date Sold

1  4004 CARSON PL .................. 5 .. 4 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $2,675,000 .... Detached ..... 0.65 ........ 22304 ................CHELSEA ............... 06/05/15

2  1418 JANNEYS LN ................ 6 .. 6 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $2,175,000 .... Detached ..... 0.58 ........ 22302 ............. OAK GROVE ............. 06/12/15

3  208 ROYAL ST N ................... 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,900,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.06 ........ 22314 .............. OLD TOWN ............. 06/25/15

4  26 ALEXANDER ST ................ 4 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,650,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.04 ........ 22314 .......... FORDS LANDING ......... 06/12/15

5  309 WEST ALEXANDRIA AVE . 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,600,000 .... Detached ..... 0.31 ........ 22302 ..............ROSEMONT ............. 06/26/15

6  1910 RUSSELL RD ................ 6 .. 5 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,480,000 .... Detached ..... 0.42 ........ 22301 ............ LLOYD ESTATE ........... 06/26/15

7  4202 MAPLE TREE CT ........... 6 .. 4 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,300,000 .... Detached ..... 0.48 ........ 22304 .......... MAPLE HEIGHTS ......... 06/05/15

8  412 ALEXANDRIA AVE E ........ 5 .. 4 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,275,000 .... Detached ..... 0.15 ........ 22301 ................ DEL RAY ............... 06/25/15

9  406 VIRGINIA AVE ................ 3 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,212,000 .... Detached ..... 0.28 ........ 22302 .......... JEFFERSON PARK ......... 06/19/15

10  112 QUEEN ST ..................... 3 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,200,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.02 ........ 22314 ............ QUEENS ROW ........... 06/30/15

Copyright 2015 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of July 15, 2015.

Alexandria REAL ESTATE Photos by Hal Vernon/The Gazette

In June 2015, 269 Alexandria

homes sold between

$2,675,000-$104,000.

June, 2015
Top Sales

1  4004 Carson Place — $2,675,000
10  112 Queen Street —

$1,200,000
3  208 Royal Street North —

$1,900,000

2  1418
Janneys Lane
— $2,175,000

7  4202 Maple Tree Court — $1,300,000 6  1910 Russell Road — $1,480,000
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

See our Website for more sales: www.cravensnursery.com➠

75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!
75% OFF ALL
Pottery!

Pond Plants 75% OFF
‘Blue Atlas’ Cedar

75% OFF

 Hostas
80% OFF

Local Nursery Closing After 42 Years ~ Going Out of Business Sale

Giftware Now 60% OFF!

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary,
Pots, Bird Baths

60% OFF & More!

Cacti, Succulents
50% OFF

FR
EE

Still
 A Great

Selecti
on!

Store Fixtures, Vehicles,
Shelves, Lumber, Etc. FOR SALE

Citrus Plants
50% OFF!

Citrus Plants
50% OFF!

Citrus Plants
50% OFF!

Citrus Plants
50% OFF!

Tropicals and
Houseplants 75% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 75% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 75% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 75% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 75% OFF

Tropicals and
Houseplants 75% OFF

Leaf Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged, Shredded Hardwood
Mulch  $3.49 (3 cu. ft. bags)

Bagged Mulches 25% OFF!

75%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

75%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

75%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

75%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

75%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

75%
OFF Trees

& Shrubs

Stock Garden Chemicals
HALF PRICE!

Bricks & Stones
50% OFF

Small Evergreens
1 Gallon Pot

75% OFF

Fill
Dirt

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

HomeLifeStyle

By John Byrd

M
eet Roger Lataille, senior design con-
sultant at Sun Design Remodeling
and — more importantly — a remod
eling resource homeowners turn to,

and return to, whenever they need expert advice,
hands-on support and commitment.

Case in point: in 2012, a north Arlington couple
engaged Lataille to execute a top-to-bottom
makeover to their 2,300-square-foot home. The goal
was to implement functional improvements within
a “transitional” interior design style that would work
well for a growing family. Delivered on time and
within budget, the owners dubbed the results “ex-
ceptional” in every detail.

Now, two years later, and with two daughters grow-
ing rapidly, the couple asked Lataille for ideas for an
addition. As it turned out, the terrain around the
property was too steep. While space enlargement
discussions were still underway, however, the couple
learned that elderly neighbors
a few doors up the street were
planning to sell their nearly
5,000-square-foot colonial.

This was a promising devel-
opment for Lataille’s space-
cramped client, but far from a
slam-dunk.

The neighbor’s house had been built in the late
1960s and hadn’t been upgraded in decades. Still,
more living space was a tantalizing proposition, and
the couple soon asked Lataille for an assessment on
remodeling the house to the standard he had
achieved in their current residence.

In short order, Lataille and the clients walked
through the house and — before any decision had
been reached regarding a possible purchase — the
designer developed preliminary sketches depicting
several remodeling scenarios.

What was obvious to everyone from the start was
that the existing house was seriously dated, even
degraded in places — and that the desired upgrade
would require considerable vision, budget-
mindedness and team performance.

Adding to the drama: if the deal went through,
the new owners wanted to put their current house
on the market immediately, remodel the purchased
property at once and move into their new residence
as soon as possible.

There would be no interim period of rental prop-
erties or furniture in storage.

“Looking back, the qualitative difference between
the interiors of the two houses was profound,”
Lataille said. “The house being considered for pur-
chase was like something from a 1970s movie set.

There was large-pattern floral
wall paper, wainscot paneling
in many rooms; the family room
adjacent to the kitchen was cov-
ered by a sled ceiling with faux
exposed timbers.”

Sun Design converts
large, dated house into a
residence that satisfies all.

Featuring billiards and pinball, the remod-
eled play room is also the site of a weekly
card game. Once exposed vertical support
beams and HVAC vents are now encased in
dry wall. The room also features new
wood-grained vinyl flooring, recessed
lights and tawny/golden wall paint.

Photos by Greg Hadley

BEFORE: The previous lower level was
little more than a partially finished base-
ment that hadn’t been used for recre-
ational purposes in years.

Makeover Enhances Family Life

Details
Sun Design Remodeling frequently

sponsors tours of recently remodeled homes
as well as workshops on home remodeling
topics. Headquartered in Burke, the firm has
a second office in McLean. Call 703-425-
5588 or visit www.SunDesignInc.com. See Makeover,  Page 14
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

Sands Casino, Bethlehem, PA • Nov. 30–Dec. 1..........................$216
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, Tony Orlando Christmas Show,
Overnight Sands Resort, Breakfast, $40 slot money per person

Von Trapp Family Lodge, Vermont • Dec. 7–10......................$1,056
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 3 nights at the lodge, 3 full break-
fasts & dinners at the lodge, Trapp History Tour/Maria Documentary, Sightseeing
in area, Porterage & Taxes

Florida by Motorcoach • Jan. 8–19..........................................$2,599
Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 13 nights hotel (4 in Key West), Daily
Breakfast, 2 lunches, 3 dinners, Sightseeing, porterage, Taxes. Call for an Itinerary!

Moreover, the interior design style, Lataille elabo-
rates, may have once been loosely described as rus-
tic.

“But the look was plainly anachronistic in 2015, “
he added, “A far cry from the contemporary transi-
tional style my clients wanted.”

IN THE PLUS COLUMN: the house featured gen-
erously-sized rooms and segues, large windows ac-
cessing abundant natural light and an appreciably
“open” first floor plan with sight lines in three di-
rections.

“The kitchen-centric first level plan had consider-
able potential,” Lataille said, “but it needed a more
cohesive interior — one that would support a more
intimate scale.”

The first feature Lataille slated for deletion: the
sled roof.

By uniformly dropping the ceiling to the standard
8 feet, the visual experience of anyone in the room
now shifts to horizontal sight lines dominated by
large windows and outside landscaping. The more
sharply articulated indoor-outdoor continuum, in
turn, adds focal points and intimacy — yet is more
expansive.

Lataille proposed a stacked stone hearth for a sit-
ting area adjacent to the open kitchen — evoking a
cozy cabin-like ambiance and creating an iconic in-
vitation to sit and interact that had previously been
missing from a nondescript corner.

With a panoramic view on one side and the open

kitchen on the other, the redesigned niche is trans-
formed into a cozy spot for sitting by the window
with a book, or chatting with the cook.

The 3.6-foot-by-8-foot cook top island and three
stool dining counter now features a dark walnut-col-
ored base topped with a dappled granite surface. The
dark-stained oak flooring, by extension, perfectly
contrasts with the ivory-hued paneling that wraps a
two-door refrigerator, a roll-out pantry and drawers
custom-designed to satisfy the cook’s requirements.

French doors with sidelights now connect the fam-
ily room to a 17-foot-by-31-foot deck complete with
hot tub and outdoor kitchen. The front stairs in the
foyer have been re-finished; existing decorative capi-
tals refurbished.

Downstairs, the once darkly cavernous lower-level
has been elevated into an all-purpose family play area.
Exposed vertical support beams are encased in dry
wall, which, likewise, wraps HVAC vents. New wood-
grained vinyl flooring, recessed lights and tawny/
golden wall paint lend the space a light, cheerful
ambiance.

The new play room features billiards, pinball and
a card table where Dad hosts a weekly card game.
The stacked stone tile fireplace situated in front of
an L-shaped configuration of couches offers a per-
fect spot to watch a plasma screen TV mounted above
the hearth.

The old kitchenette, transformed into the family’s
downstairs refreshment center, provides step-saving
convenience that makes entertaining easier.

Family life — at its most fulfilling.

John Byrd (byrdmatx@comcast.net) has been writing about
home improvement topics for 30 years.

From Page 13

HomeLifeStyle
Home’s Makeover Enhances Family Life
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By Hope Nelson

Gazette Packet

W
alk down the block on the
southern side of King
Street, between the
“Routes 1” – that is, the

block between Patrick and Henry streets –
and before long you’ll come upon a sand-
wich board offering up a plethora of inter-
esting options. “Stumptown Coffee,” it
might say. Or “Dangerously Delicious pies.”
Or “Vegan options!” Maybe it’ll tout a gelato
flavor or an empanada.

Whatever the sign outside Killer ESP, 1012
King St., is offering, you’d do well to pop
in, sit a spell, and have a taste. From rich,
dark coffee to sweet and savory pies, this
coffeehouse-café has an answer to your
cravings.

The front door belies the embarrassment
of caffeinated and edible riches that await
you when you step into the shop. A gelato
bar just inside the front door offers up a
multitude of ice creams and sorbets. Make
your way back to the counter and you’ll find
all the coffee and tea concoctions you’ve
dreamed of: Stumptown coffee, an array of
espresso options, and more than 60 loose-
leaf teas to choose from. (The shop actu-
ally hosts a
“tea happy
hour,” offer-
ing $1 teas af-
ter 5 p.m. ev-
ery day.) And
the pies – the
“P” in Killer
ESP – are var-
ied and deli-
cious. They’re
also selling
like hotcakes

– the shop sells 90 pies a week.
Certainly, Killer ESP offers plenty for the

grab-and-go set. But the seating areas – both
near the back of the coffeehouse as well as

in a little space
outside – offer a
c o m f o r t a b l e
place to read a
book, get some
work done, or
simply people-
watch for a
while. A motley
mix of sofas,
tables, and chairs
allow customers
to relax without

In Between Patrick and Henry, Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner Await
Killer ESP stays true to its roots while growing into its own.

feeling rushed.
Killer ESP, which  just celebrated its fourth

birthday, boasts a large percentage of regu-
lars – two-thirds, owner Rob Shelton says.

And so does the menu, Shelton says. Up
first: Kombucha on tap. Within the next few
weeks, Shelton aims to offer regular cold-
brew, nitro cold-brew, and regular versions
of the fermented tea on taps at the counter
to cater to customers’ desires. And he’s not
planning on stopping there.

“We’re really focusing on making lots of
really good changes, upgrading a lot of the
products,” Shelton said. “We’re going to
bring some different coffees in, some more
single-origin espresso.” He’s also preparing
to launch a redesign of the gelato counter,

offering pops and other sweet frozen snacks
alongside the customary creamy treats.

Another addition to the menu: A variety
of smoothies. “Real fruit smoothies,”
Shelton clarified. “We’re not going to have
any concentrated juices.”

But the mainstays within Killer ESP –
namely, the Espresso, Sorbet, and Pie –
aren’t going anywhere any time soon. And
as exciting as the new additions sound, the
coffeehouse’s neighbors should be thrilled
about what’s staying the same, too.

NOTEWORTHY
Sam Phao Thai Cuisine, 1019 King

St., Alexandria
Directly across the street from Killer ESP

sits Sam Phao, a Thai restaurant that has
called Old Town home for several years now.
Don’t be deceived by the small dining room
you see when walking in the front door; the
restaurant has a larger upstairs space that
can handle bigger groups (or the usual din-
ner rush). Try the pineapple fried rice for a
meal that makes a statement — it’s served
in a hollowed-out pineapple — or the
panang tofu for a curry dish with a kick.

Killer ESP’s storefront on King St.

The staff at Killer ESP touts the day’s specials on a sandwich board.

Hope Nelson owns and operates The Kitchen
Recessionista blog, which can be found at
www.kitchenrecessionista.com.

If You Go
Killer ESP
Address: 1012 King St., Alexandria
Hours: 9 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Sunday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-

10:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
Top seller: “The top seller over the summer is a

single scoop of gelato,” Shelton says.
Up next: Shelton is pursuing a second storefront on

Capitol Hill. “We’ve put some offers in … it’s just a
matter of time to make that work out.”

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Hollin Meadows Summertime

Writing Nights. 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Mondays through Aug. 17 at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Families and
elementary students kindergarten-
third grade can read, write and talk
with teachers. Free. Email
Hollinmeadowses.KeepInTouch@fcps.edu.

Paintings by Stanley Agbontaen.
Through Aug. 28 at The Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts
Center, 4915 E. Campus Drive. The
Maryland-based international artist’s
depictions of scenes are painted on
oil canvas. Free. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter.

Leigh Merrill: “Cloud Seeding.”
Through Aug. 30, during gallery
hours at Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N Union St. Texas-based artist
Leigh Merrill shows photography and

video in her solo exhibition Cloud
Seeding. Merrill’s work examines the
construction of desire, fiction and
beauty in urban landscapes by
digitally compositing thousands of
images and videos into imaginary
spaces. Admission is free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery Juried
Show. Through Aug. 30, 10 a.m.-5
p.m., 10 a.m.-9 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each month. Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N Union St.
Studio 18. View parade-themed
artwork. Admission is free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 717-359-7724.

Cool Yoga. Wednesdays through Sept.
2, 6:30–7:30 p.m. at 1900 Mt.
Vernon Ave. Participate in group
yoga sessions taught by Prasada
Yoga’s Maureen Clyne and enjoy
refreshments provided by St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub and other local eateries.
Suitable for all levels. Bring mat,
towel and water. Free. Call 703-671-
2000.

“Fields.” Through Sept. 6, during
gallery hours at The Athenaeum
Gallery, 201 Prince St. Abstract
Artists David Carlson and Pat Goslee
make art based on their interests in
spiritual exploration and energy

fields. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org for
more.

Special Family Museum Tours.
Saturdays through Sept. 7, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N Royal St. Flexible tours and
hands-on activities provide a deeper
experience into the social and
political life of Alexandria in the 18th

and 19th centuries. Tickets are $5 for
adults ($4 with AAA card), $3
children ages 5-12, and children ages
4 and under as well as Alexandria
Public School and Blue Star families
receive free admission. Coupons
accepted. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Baseball Boat to Nationals Park.
Through Sept. 26 at various times.
Leaves from the Alexandria Marina, 1
Cameron St. Baseball fans can avoid
heavy traffic and cruise along the
Potomac to Nationals Park. Tickets
are $20 one-way and $25 round-trip,
Monday-Thursday, $28 roundtrip
Friday-Sunday. Visit http://
www.potomacriverboatco.com.

Doggy Happy Hour. Tuesdays
through Oct. at 5-8 p.m. at Jackson
20, 480 King St. Enjoy discounted
drinks and treats with one’s dog.
Free. Visit www.jackson20.com.

Water Taxi to the National Mall.

Through Nov. 1, at various times at
Alexandria Marina, 1 Cameron St.
Cruise from Old Town to D.C. on the
Miss Sophie, while stopping view
some of the area’s most popular
attractions. Tickets are $28 roundtrip
and $14 one-way for adults. For
children under 12, tickets are $16
roundtrip and $8 one-way. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com/.

Mount Vernon in 3-D: Then &
Now. Through Nov. 20 during
regular operating hours at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Highway. Visitors will
have the chance to travel back in
time, and in 3-D, to see how the
estate appeared more than 100 years
ago through a special photography
exhibition. The exhibition is included
in the regular admission fee of $17
for adults, $16 for seniors, $9 for
youth and free for childre younger
than 5. To view the historic
stereoview images as well as the
modern 3-D anaglyphs, visit
www.mountvernon.org/3D.

“Not-So-Modern” Jazz Quartet
Performance. Thursdays through
Dec. 31, 7:30-10 p.m. at St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub, 2300 Mount Vernon Ave.
Not So Modern Jazz Music plays
music from the glory days of

traditional jazz, including tunes from
traditional Dixieland and the Swing
era. Free. Visit
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com for
more.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe & Creperie, 119 S Royal St.
View a French film in the company of
friends or a date. Free to attend. No
RSVP necessary. Call 703-535-8151
or visit www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

Journey to Be Free: Alexandria
Freedmen’s Cemetery. Tuesday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Alexandria
Black History Museum, 902 Wythe
St. A new exhibit tracing the 150-
year history of the long-forgotten
Freedmen’s Cemetery, its rediscovery
and how the new Contrabands and
Freedmen’s Cemetery Memorial was
created at the site. Call 703-746-
4356.

Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of

Calendar

Entertainment
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1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Lee-
Fendall House and Gardens, 614
Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria, a $26 value.
Visit
www.PresPassport.Monticello.org for
more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
12-5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301
W Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. 12
p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 pm.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is
open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to Park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Art for Life. Third Thursday of every
month. 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Hyatt
Regency Crystal City has partnered
will the National Kidney Foundation
for a program highlighting a different
artist each month for a year.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more. Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Tiny Dancers 2015 Summer

Camps. Each session includes daily
instruction in ballet, a snack, fine

motor exercise through a theme-
related craft and a story with dress-
up dance interpretation. The session
culminates with a recital and
reception. Tiny Dancers is designed
for ages 2-12, featuring a
performance based ballet, tap, jazz
and musical theater curriculum. The
studio is at 621 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-739-0900 or
visit www.tinydancers.com.

Art League Summer Camps. Art
Camps run Monday to Friday through
Aug. 21. Camps are available for ages
5 and older, with morning,
afternoon, or all day options.
Subjects include drawing, cartooning,
painting, photography, ceramics,
sculpture, jewelry, fiber arts, clay
animation, and Basic Art Camp (a
new medium each day). $155-$345.
Visit www.theartleague.org.

THURSDAY/AUG. 13
Art Exhibition Reception. 6-8 p.m.

at Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N
Union St. Texas-based artist Leigh
Merrill will be hosting a reception
and Q&A at her photography and
video solo exhibition Cloud Seeding.
Free. Visit www.torpedofactory.com
for more.

Dog Days of Summer. 6-9 p.m. at
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N
Union St. Adoptable dogs and pet
care information will be available at
this Second Thursday Art Night, also
featuring dog-based art, gallery
exhibits and one-man band Alex W.
Young. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

Opening Reception: “Scapes” and
“Taking Shape.” 6:30- 8 p.m. at
The Art League Gallery, 105 N Union
St. Meet the artists. Refreshments
will be served. Free. Visit
www.theartleague.org.

Second Thursday Live: “Love
Notes.” 7 p.m. at the Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. This show explores the
highs and lows of marriage with
Ellouise Schoettler. Tickets are $15.
Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Preservation Hall Jazz Band. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere Music Hall,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Listen to
traditional New Orleans-style jazz by
the Preservation Hall Jazz Band.
Tickets are $35. Call 703-549-7500
or visit www.birchmere.com.

FRIDAY/AUG. 14
Austin Ellis Performance. 7 p.m. at

Blackwall Hitch Alexandria, 5
Cameron St. Artist Austin Ellis will
perform. Free. Visit
theblackwallhitch.com.

Titan Takeover Teen Night. 7-10
p.m. at Cora Kelly Recreation Center,
25 W Reed Ave. Featuring foods,
events and giveaways. Free; food and
raffle tickets are available for
purchase. Recommended for teens.
Text “Titan” to 30644 or email
kim.hurley@alexandriava.gov by
Aug. 12 to attend.

Dry Branch Fire Squad and Lou
Reid & Carolina. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Music by Dry Branch
Fire Squad and Lou Reid Carolina.
Tickets are $25. Call 703-549-7500
or visit www.birchmere.com.

Dixie Boys Melody Concert. 7:30
p.m. at Mt. Calvary Community
Church, 6731 Beulah St. See the
Dixie Boys Melody perform. Free.
Visit www.mountcalvary.cc or call
703-971-0165.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/AUG. 14-16
The Complete Works of

Shakespeare. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the

Lee District Amphitheater 6601
Telegraph Road. Matinee times on
Saturday and Sunday are at 2:30
p.m. Watch all 37 Shakespeare plays
performed by three actors with a
comedy twist. Admission is $10.
Mature audiences only are requested
due to language. Visit
www.100minutesofshakespeare.eventbrite.com
for tickets.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/AUG. 15-16
Trunk Show: Candace Edgerley. 10

a.m-6 p.m. at Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N Union St. An artist
hosts a meet-and-greet, and displays
scarves inspired by a recent trip to
India. Visit www.torpedofactory.org/
event/trunk-show-candace-edgerley/
or call 703-836-5807.

SATURDAY/AUG. 15
Behind the Scenes: Curator’s Tour

at Carlyle House. 10-11 a.m. at
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N.
Fairfax St. Experience a private tour
of the museum and learn about the
history of John Carlyle from curator
Helen Wirka. Tickets are $20. To
reserve a spot, visit www.nvrpa.org
or call 703-549-2997.

Kitten Shower. 1:30-4:30 p.m. at King
Street Cats, 25 Dove St. Meet, pet
and play with cats and kittens up for
adoption to help kick off the King
Street Cats’ Purrlooza adoption
events, refreshments will be served.
Free to attend. Visit
www.kingstreetcats.org/info/events.

Sly45 Performance. 7 p.m. at
Blackwall Hitch Alexandria 5
Cameron St. Sly45 is a Baltimore-
based band that plays songs from the
’50s and ’60s. Free. Visit
www.theblackwallhitch.com.

Laughing With Art: Blind Contour

Entertainment
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restaurant week
OVER 60 RESTAURANTS WITH $35 MENUS!  •  AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

RESTAURANT WEEK SPECIAL
$35.00 per person

3-Course Prix
Fixe Menu

with a Glass of
Sparkling Apple Cider

EAT AND DRINK, RELAX AND LAUGH

Alexandria Restaurant Week
Enjoy Dinner for Two for $35

®

203 The Strand, Alexandria, VA
703-836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Old Town’s Favorite

203 The Strand, Alexandria, VA
703-836-4442

www.chadwicksrestaurants.com

Old Town’s Favorite

EAT AND DRINK, RELAX AND LAUGH

Alexandria Restaurant Week
Enjoy Dinner for Two for $35

NEW AMERICAN TAVERN
Adjacent to Hotel Monaco Alexandria

480 King Street  • Alexandria, VA
703.842.2790 • jackson20.com

Wine Pairings Available
Lunch and Dinner

THREE COURSE PRIX FIXE
$35 Dinner or $22 Lunch

Don’t Miss Our Summer Restaurant Week

116 South Alfred Street - Alexandria, VA
703-838-8000 • thegrillealexandria.com

Three Course Prix Fixe
Dinner $35

Drink Pairings Available

Restaurant Week
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127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Summer Specials

RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

• Stuffed Avocado
with Crabmeat

 • Cold Salmon Platter
  • Soft Shell Crabs
   • Cold Soup Trio
     • Beef Wellington
       • Bouillabaisse
          • Dover Sole
             • Coq au Vin

Le Refuge was rated #1 in Alexandria
on TripAdvisor. Thank you for your

continued support.

Exp. 8/31/15

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ove over Julius Erving. There’s an
other “Dr. J” in town: international
recording artist Negleatha Johnson,

who hopes to slam dunk a benefit concert Aug.
16 following her sister’s diagnosis of a rare and
aggressive cancer.

“One of my older sisters was diagnosed just this
past February with leiomyosarcoma, a rare and
aggressive cancer that has changed us all,” said
Johnson, a soloist with the Alfred Street Baptist
Church choir. “After her fourth or fifth chemo-
therapy treatment, it was determined that the
chemo had been of no effect and the cancer had
spread. I knew then that I wanted to allow this
concert to shed light on and to help raise support
for sarcoma cancers.”

Known as “DrJ” for using music as medicine,
Johnson uses her voice to spread the message of
hope, healing and restoration — the three areas
of focus for her work with Life Waters Ministries,
the ministry she and her husband co-founded 20
years ago.

“My life in full-time ministry has allowed me
to see the heart of many people,” Johnson said.
“Week after week, I hear about the difficult chal-
lenges that so many are going through. The mu-
sic that I sing is meant to bring hope to the lis-
tener and the songs that I’ve chosen for the Aug.
16 concert are from Broadway musicals that will
shed hope on life’s challenges. Songs like ‘The
Impossible Dream’ from Man of La Mancha — no
one listens to that song and leaves with feelings
of defeat.”

With a theme of “If You Believe,” the concert
will be held at The Waterford in Springfield and

‘If You Believe’
Broadway concert to
benefit cancer research. Alfred

Street
Baptist
Church

choir
soloist

Negleatha
Johnson

will
present a

benefit
concert on

Aug. 16.
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will feature a buffet dinner in addition to the
concert. All proceeds will benefit the Sarcoma
Alliance.

Joining Johnson on stage will be jazz vocalist
Janine Gilbert-Carter, who was a featured per-
former at the 2014 Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival.

“I love the calming, yet assured nature of
Janine’s voice and thought that it would be so
very nice to have her join me in sharing some
inspirational songs from Broadway musicals,”
Johnson said. “We’re doing fresh arrangements
of many of the songs which will convey just how
gospel and jazz meet on Broadway.”

Marshall Keys, who has played with such no-
tables as Stevie Wonder, will join the duo on saxo-
phone, with Gerry Gillespie on keys, Ross Smith
on bass, Greg Carter on Drums, Kenny Kohlhass
on guiter and Romera Wyatt on percussion.

The concert will feature songs from “The Wiz,”
“West Side Story,” “Porgy and Bess,” “Fiddler on
the Roof” and others. Doors open at 5 p.m. at
The Waterford, 6715 Commerce St., Springfield.
Tickets are $60 per person and include the buf-
fet dinner and concert. Visit www.negleatha
johnson.com.

Drawing. 7 p.m. at Convergence,
1801 Quaker Lane. Attend a ladies-
only blind contour drawing session.
Supplies are provided with the $45
fee. Visit www.ourconvergence.org.

Marine Chamber Orchestra
Concert Series. 7:30 p.m. at The
Schlesinger Center, 4915 East
Campus Drive. The United States
Marine Chamber Orchestra continues
its summer concert series. Free. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter.

Tank. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Come enjoy some R&B
and soul from the singer, songwriter
and producer Tank.
Tickets are $25. Call 703-549-7500
or visit www.birchmere.com.

SUNDAY/AUG. 16
Medical Musical Group. 3 p.m. at

the Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center. 4915 East Campus Drive,
Alexandria. The Medical Musical
Group, an ensemble of doctors,
nurses, and medical students, will be
performing. There will be a pre-
concert beginning at 3 p.m., concert
at 4 p.m. Tickets required. Call 800-
965-9324 or visit
www.medicalmusical.org.

B.B. King Tribute. 6 p.m. at the
Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger Ave.
Blue’s artists perform B.B. King’s
music in a tribute concert. Doors
open at 4:30 p.m. Tickets start at

$30. Purchase at
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

Edwin McCain (Trio) with Jenn
Grinels. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
The rock and indie rock artist, Edwin
McCain performs. Tickets are $29.50.
Call 703-549-7500 or visit
www.birchmere.com.

MONDAY/AUG. 17
Dance Class: The Art of Ballroom

Dance. 7-7:45 p.m. practice and
7:45-8:30 p.m dance, at the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Come
with or without a partner to learn
several classic dance styles from Gary
Stephans. Admission is $15. Email
garystephans@me.com or call 703-
505-5998 for details.

AUG. 18-SEPT. 18
International Guild of Realism

10th Annual International
Juried Exhibition. During gallery
hours at Principle Gallery, 208 King
St. The International Guild of
Realism is dedicated to the
advancement of realism in fine art.
Admission to the gallery is free. Visit
www.principlegallery.com.

TUESDAY/AUG. 18
“Mayors, Merchants, and

Maladies” Event. 1-3 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500

Shenandoah Road. Callie Stapp, the
Curator of Collections for the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum and
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, will
discuss 18th century pharmacy
records. Sponsored by The Mount
Vernon Genealogical Society. Free.
Visit www.mvgenealogy.org/.

Southern Tier Beer Dinner. 7-10
p.m. at Union Street Public House,
121 S. Union St. Attend a dinner
accompanied by beers from Southern
Tier Brewing Company. Tickets are
$65. Visit
www.unionstreetpublichouse.com.

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY/AUG. 19-20
Colonial Market & Fair. 9 a.m.- 5

p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Engage in arts
and crafts and participate in the
festivities. Free- $17, depending on
age. Visit www.mountvernon.org.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 19
Nick Tierra Performance. 5 p.m. at

Blackwall Hitch-Alexandria, 5
Cameron St. Rock artist, Nick Tierra,
will be performing. Free. Visit
www.theblackwallhitch.com.

THURSDAY/AUG. 20
Scott Fallon Performance. 5 p.m. at

Blackwall Hitch-Alexandria, 5
Cameron St. Acoustic artist, Scott

Entertainment
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Fallon, will be performing. Free. Visit
www.theblackwallhitch.com.

Visiting Artist Program: Marcel
Deolazo and Sol Hill. 5 p.m. at
studio 333 and 316 at the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N Union St.
Hear from artists who are
participating in the Visiting Artist
Program at the Torpedo Factory.
Free. Visit www.torpedofactory.org.

Chris Stapleton-In The Flex Stage.
7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Tickets are $20. Call 703-549-7500
or visit www.birchmere.com.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/AUG. 21-30
Alexandria Summer Restaurant

Week. Neighborhood restaurants
offer specials and deals for
customers. Prices and times vary.
Visit www.Alexandria
RestaurantWeek.com.

FRIDAY/AUG. 21
Whiskey Tasting and Dinner. 6:30-

9:45 p.m. at the Distillery &
Gristmill, 5513 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Learn how
whiskey was made in colonial times
and taste whiskey paired with a
dinner. Tickets are $125 per person.
Visit www.mountvernon.org/
calendar.

Bruce Givens Performance. 7 p.m.
at Blackwall Hitch-Alexandria, 5
Cameron St. Acoustic artist Bruce
Givens will be performing. Free. Visit
www.theblackwallhitch.com.

Anthony David. 7:30 and 10:30 p.m.
at The Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger
Ave. R&B singer-songwriter Anthony
David performs live, joined by special
guest Zo! and Carmen Rodgers.
Tickets start at $35. There is a $25
minimum food and beverage
purchase required per guest, except
for general admission tickets. For
tickets, visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com.

Libby Wiebel Performance. 8-10
p.m. at St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300
Mount Vernon Ave. Libby Wiebel is a
folk singer and songwriter who uses
the guitar and piano to tell the
stories of her travels. Free to attend.
Visit www.stelmoscoffeepub.com.

SATURDAY/AUG. 22
Elephant Appreciation Day. 8 a.m.-

4:30 p.m. at Ten Thousand Villages,
915 King St. Learn about the
dwindling elephant population and
how to protect it. Also find a
demonstration of elephant dung
paper-making, an EQ (Elephant
Quotient) test for adults, an elephant
quiz for children, an elephant tattoo
parlor, elephant themed refreshments
and more. Visit www.alexandria.
tenthousandvillages.com

3rd Annual Artist Materials
Market. 10 a.m-3 p.m. at the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N
Union St. Sell, buy, and swap gently
used art supplies, tools, materials,
and more. There are approximately
20 tables available for purchase on a
first-come, first-served basis. Reserve
your table for $25 at eventbrite.com
before Aug. 19.

Tom Walker Performance. 7 p.m. at
Blackwall Hitch-Alexandria, 5
Cameron St. Musician Tom Walker
will be performing. Free. Visit
www.theblackwallhitch.com.

Dan Berry Band Performance. 8-10
p.m. at St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300
Mount Vernon Ave. Singer-
songwriter Dan Berry will perform
with his band. Free to attend. Visit
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 26
Tony Martirano Performance. 7

p.m. at Blackwall Hitch-Alexandria, 5
Cameron St. Artist Tony Martirano
will be performing. Free. Visit

www.theblackwallhitch.com.

AUG. 26-NOV. 20
Young at Art Juried Art Show.

Monday-Friday, 5-10 p.m. at Durant
Arts Center, 1605 Cameron St. Artists
55 and older can contribute their
artwork for the exhibition. On
Thursday, Aug. 20, artists can bring
their work to the Durant Center from
10 a.m.-noon to be registered and
displayed. Artists must fill out a Entry
and Artist/Lender Agreement and
pay an entry fee of $20 for up to
three works of art, $5 for any
additional pieces. Entry forms can be
found at www.seniorservicesalex.org.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 26
Port City Beer Dinner at Wildfire.

6:30-9 p.m. at Wildfire, 2001
International Drive, McLean. Four
courses will be paired with
Alexandria’s Port City Beers. Tickets
are $50. Visit
www.portcitybrewing.com for more.

THURSDAY/AUG. 27
FACE It You Can Paint: Paint Your

Own Flower Garden. 10-11:30
a.m. at Convergence, 1801 N Quaker
Lane. Learn simple brush techniques
to create garden paintings. $45 for 1
adult/1 child and $15 for additional
children. Visit
www.metamorphosisaec.com.

Tim Cretella Performance. 5 p.m. at
Blackwall Hitch-Alexandria, 5
Cameron St. Singer-songwriter, Tim
Cretella, will be performing. Free.
Visit www.theblackwallhitch.com.

FRIDAY/AUG. 28
FACE It You Can Paint: Paint Your

Own Flower Garden. 3:30-5 p.m.
at Convergence, 1801 N Quaker
Lane. Learn simple brush techniques
to create garden paintings. $45 for 1
adult/1 child and $15 for additional
children. Visit
www.metamorphosisaec.com to
register.

Red Wine Diaries Performance. 7
p.m. at Blackwall Hitch-Alexandria, 5
Cameron St. Acoustic band, Red
Wine Diaries, will be performing.
Free. Visit
theblackwallhitch.com.

AUG. 31-OCT. 18
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery Juried

Show: “What I Did On My
Summer Vacation.” 10-5 p.m.,
10-9 p.m. on the second Thursday of
each month. Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N Union St., Studio 18.
View summer vacation-themed
artwork. Admission is free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 1
Tuesday Morning Stroll. 11 a.m.-12

p.m. at the Simpson Park Gardens,
420 E. Monroe St. Residents are
invited to visit the garden, receive
free seed packets and have their
gardening questions answered by
experts. Free. Contact
carol_kilroy@comcast.net for more.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 10-OCT. 25
Athenaeum Invitational

Exhibition. During gallery hours at
the Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Works
inspired by the song “Don’t Fence Me
In,” by Cole Porter, will be on
display. Free. Visit nvfaa.org.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 10
Second Thursday Live: Rhythm

and Roots Experience. 7 p.m. at
the Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. This
performance will feature West
African music. Admission is $15. Visit
nvfaa.org.

Entertainment For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

M
arc Matthie spent the last
five seasons as defensive
coordinator of the
Centreville football team,

building his coaching credentials by help-
ing the Wildcats win the 2013 6A state
championship, and return to the state final
the following year.

After reaching the pinnacle of VHSL foot-
ball as an assistant, the 36-year-old is now
the head coach at T.C. Williams, where he
faces a new challenge: bringing consistent
success back to the once-proud Alexandria
program.

Matthie, a 1997 Chantilly graduate and
former William & Mary linebacker, is aware
of the conundrum that is T.C. Williams foot-
ball. The Titans have talented players most
seasons, but can’t put it together. The pro-
gram won state titles in 1971, 1984 and
1987, but also experienced a 22-year
postseason drought. The Titans made the
playoffs in 2013 for the first time in more
than two decades, but followed the historic
season with a 2-8 record the following year.

How does Matthie plan to turn the Titans
into an annual winner?

“TC has always had talent,” Matthie said.
“They’ve always been a talented football
team. Same thing when we were at
Centreville; we had talent. But the major
thing is: will your kids buy into what you’re
doing? If they buy into it at a high percent-
age, you have a chance to maximize the
talent.”

So far, so good for Matthie, who appears
to have the backing of two of his top ath-

letes.
Matthie made a good impression with one

of his best defensive players when the new
head coach brought up some-
thing other than football during
one of their first conversations.

“He’s a really helpful coach,”
rising senior defensive end
Chadi Abdalla said. “He cares
about you first and what you’re
going to do after high school.
When he came to me, he didn’t
ask about football. He asked
how I was doing. How are your
grades? Do you have any plans? Then he
said football is a key to go all the way. I
really like that about him.”

Rising senior running back Mahlique

Booth, one of the Titans’ top playmakers in
recent seasons, welcomes Matthie’s drastic
changes to the program’s offense. T.C. Wil-

liams ran the spread for years under former
head coach Dennis Randolph, but Matthie
feels the best way to utilize TC’s athleticism
is to get the ball to his playmakers in a hy-
brid version of the wing-T, a run-first of-
fense used by Centreville.

“If it’s a better way to get one up on the
opponent, I’ll buy into the system,” Booth
said, “and just make sure I can acclimate
[well] enough so I can do what I need to
do on the field.”

Matthie’s success at Centreville has
helped gain the Titans’ attention.

“If you want rings, he has a [state cham-
pionship] ring,” Abdalla said. “He makes me
feel like, ‘This guy knows what he’s talking
about,’ and I can win one too.”

On offense, Matthie hopes to get multiple
players involved with the wing-T attack. He
mentions that former Centreville running
backs AJ Turner (South Carolina), Taylor
Boose (Cincinnati) and Xavier Nickens-Yzer,
and receiver Charles Tutt (JMU) received
scholarship offers while playing in the sys-
tem.

Booth, who will likely be the Titans’ pri-
mary offensive threat, set a goal of 2,500
rushing yards this season. Rising seniors
Tavaris James, Colson Jenkins and Thomas
Huston, and rising sophomore Akiti Taylor
will also see touches.

Rising sophomore Ethan Hall and rising

junior Charles Farmer will compete for the
starting quarterback position.

On the other side of the ball, the Titans
will run a multiple defense.
Abdalla, rising senior lineman
Ravon Bridges and rising senior
cornerback Chris Waddell are
standouts.

T.C. Williams will host its
Red/Blue scrimmage on Satur-
day, Aug. 15, and will open the
regular season on the road
against Thomas Jefferson at 7
p.m. on Friday, Sept. 4. The Ti-

tans’ first home game is against Westfield
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 19.

Matthie said he would like members of
the Alexandria community to help the Ti-
tans improve on and off the field.

“[T.C. Williams is] the only school in
Northern Virginia that’s a one-town, one-
school community,” Matthie said.

“That’s how it used to be and what you
had with that was you had a village that
came around that school and said how can
I help pour into these kids to make them
great? That’s what we want to be able to
do at TC.”

With the season opener approaching,
Matthie is working to turn the T.C. Williams
football program into a consistent winner.

“No. 1 is we keep asking [the players],
‘Why are you out here?’” Matthie said. “One
of the major things is your motivation for
why you’re out here. If your motivation is
to be the best, then it requires an insane
amount of work to get that done. Your ef-
fort has to be tied into what your goals want
to be.

If your goals are … just be a 5-5 team,
then your effort will translate that. If you
want to be an undefeated team, a state
championship potential team or even a play-
off team, you have to understand the
amount of work that’s necessary for that,
and are you willing to put in that work?”

Former Centreville Assistant Matthie Takes Over at TC
Titans will run hybrid
wing-T offense.

First-year T.C. Williams head football coach Marc Matthie spent the last
five seasons as defensive coordinator at Centreville.

Rising senior running back
Mahlique Booth will play a signifi-
cant role in the Titans’ hybrid
wing-T offense.

After years of running the spread offense, the T.C. Williams football
program will run a version of the wing-T under first-year head coach
Marc Matthie.

“But the major thing is: will your kids
buy into what you’re doing? If they buy
into it at a high percentage, you have a
chance to maximize the talent.”

— First-year T.C. Williams football coach Marc Matthie
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EmploymentEmployment

DUMP TRUCK DRIVER
We have immediate openings for 

experienced Class A dump truck drivers.  
We offer top hourly rate of pay; company 
paid employee medical, dental and disa-
bility benefits; paid holidays; plenty of 
overtime opportunities; good modern 

equipment; steady year around work and 
a great work environment. Applicant must 

have a minimum of three years driving 
experience, a clean driving record, and a 

good knowledge of northern Virginia, 
suburban Maryland and the District of 

Columbia.   A Class B license with Tanker 
and Hazmat endorsements and/or dump 

trailer experience are not required but
helpful. For immediate consideration 

please call Tom at 703-856-6875
EOE/Male/Female/Handicap/Veteran
Qualified Females Encouraged to Apply

Experienced Stylist Needed
Also booth for rent in 

Alexandria VA Salon.   703-338-2650

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

MASONRY MASONRY

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION
The reward 
of a thing 

well done, is 
to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo
Emerson

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

ABANDONED WATERCRAFT
Notice is hearby given that the following watercraft has 

been abandoned for more than 60 DAYS on the property of: 
Belle Haven Marina, #1 Belle Haven Road, Alexandria, VA 
(703)768-0018

Description of watercraft: Creekmore Boats (Custom), 
~35ft, 1979, white hull, NC1540WU

Application for Watercraft Registration/Title will be made 
in accordance with Section 29.1-733.25 if the Code of Virginia 
if this watercraft is not claimed and removed within 30 days of 
first publication of this notice.  Please contact the Virginia De-
partment of Game and Inland Fisheries with questions.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, as amend-
ed (NEPA) (42 US.C. 4321, et seq.) and the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality Regulations for Implementing the Procedural 
Provisions of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), the U.S. Gen-
eral Services Administration (GSA) has prepared an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) lease consolidation in Northern 
Virginia. GSA has determined that the proposed action as de-
scribed in the EA is not a major Federal action significantly af-
fecting the quality of the human environment. Therefore, a 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is appropriate.

The Final EA and FONSI are being made available to the pub-
lic and Federal, and local government agencies for review. 
Comments are due no later than August 28, 2015.  Please 
send all written comments and inquiries to Mr. Paul Gyamfi, 
Regional Environmental Planner, Office of Planning and De-
sign Quality, Public Buildings Service –NCR, U.S. General 
Services Administration, 301 7th Street, SW, Room 4004, 
Washington, DC 20407 or by email at paul.gyamfi@gsa.gov.

A copy of both the Final EA and FONSI is available for public 
review at the following locations: Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central 
Library, 5005 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22304; and Richard 
Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce Street, Springfield, VA 22150 or 
via the internet at: www.gsa.gov/ncrnepa

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

GEOFF BALD
Passed away July 22, 2015 He was 44. Geoff was a gradu-
ate of WSH, VA Tech and UVA Law School. A memorial 
service will be held Aug. 15 in NJ. He is survived by his pa-
rents, Jim and Nancy, his brothers, Michael and Kevin, and 
daughters Madeline, Caroline and Jackie. Donations in his 
memory can be made to the Wounded Warriors Project.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Vivian Virginia Hewett 
(Bumgardner)

Beloved mother, grandmother, sister and friend, Vivian 
Virginia Hewett (Bumgardner), passed away August 10, 
2015.

Vivian was born on January 27, 1931, in Gastonia, NC.
She was the Administrator at Woodbine Nursing Home for 
over 30 years and was a member of Aldersgate Methodist 
Church. Vivian served her country as an Army nurse in 
Germany and at the Walter Reed Medical Cntr.

She is survived by her two sons: Gary J. and his wife Patty, 
and  William E. Hewett Jr, her grandson, Ryan L. Frederick 
and his wife Tara, her sister Shirley Moore and her family.
Charitable donations in her name can be made to Alders-
gate Methodist Church or the Walter Reed Society (WRS).

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
The Ugly Mug, LLC trading as 

Katherines Catering, 4116 
Wheeler Ave. Alexandria, VA 
22304. The above establish-

ment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Mixed 

Beverage Caterer Limited 
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Gaynor 

Jablonski, member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Ruther Lee
Coleman

died unexpectedly in
Alex, VA on 8/5/2015,
at the age of 74. A
funeral is scheduled
for 10:00 am on

8/15/2015 at Harvest Assembly Baptist
Church, 8008 Fordson Rd, Alex, VA 22306.
With a reception to follow.

OBITUARY

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero

Business

The Time of Their Lives
Chadwick’s owner Trae Lamond
and his wife Carolyn channel Dirty
Dancing stars Patrick Swayze and
Jennifer Grey as they get into the
spirit of ‘80s night Aug. 8. A long-
time employee of the Alexandria
restaurant, Lamond recently be-
came the new owner following last
year’s sudden death of founder
Tom Russo. “It’s great to see so
many people come out to support
us,” said Lamond, who began the
neighborhood happy hours. “I’m
always here, so I hope people will
stop by and say hi.”
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Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon. Pho-
tos encouraged.

With a branch in Alexandria, John Marshall
Bank was named to the 2015 edition of the Top
200 Healthiest Banks in America by
DepositAccounts. The rankings are based on
growth, capitalization and loan securities.

James M. Duncan Branch Library wins
City’s 2015 Beautification Award. The Alexandria
Beautification Commission has selected the James
M. Duncan Branch Library for its 2015 Beautifica-
tion Award for a public building. The award will
be presented on Monday, Sept. 28 at 7:30 p.m. at
the George Washington Masonic Temple located at
101 Callahan Drive.

The Chiropractic Associates has named Dr.
Miranda Wall to the practice as an associate
chiropractor and nutritionist.

Virginia Railway Express has introduced
VRE Mobile, a new mobile ticketing app. VRE is
thus the first transit system in the greater Washing-
ton D. C. area to offer riders a way to pay fares with
a mobile app. The app, powered by GlobeSherpa,
lets riders buy and use tickets and passes on their
smartphones and is available for free from the
iTunes App Store and Google Play. Paper tickets
will still be available as an option. To learn more
about VRE Mobile, visit www.vre.org/mobile. VRE
serves northern Virginia and Washington D.C. and
its offices are based in Alexandria.

Mike Buzas, partner and practice director for
management advisory services, retired from Halt,
Buzas and Powell, Ltd. in January after 22 years.

Buzas joined the firm in July 1993 and became
a partner in 1994. He has served a diverse range
of clients in the areas of business reengineering,
design and management of financial systems, pro-
cess innovation, system security, and business
development. Buzas began his financial systems
career as a senior consultant at Arthur, Andersen
& Company. Prior to joining HB&P, Buzas held op-
erational management executive positions with
companies such as MCI Communications, Thomas
Havey and Company, and Total Business Solutions.
He is a retired naval aviator and captain in the U.S.
Navy.

Business Notes
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com
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NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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