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buffa’s
dance

studio

QUALITY INSTRUCTION
IN A QUALITY

ENVIRONMENT

9570-H BURKE RD.
BURKE VILLAGE

CENTER II

CALL 703-425-5599

12,000 sq. ft. of performing space
with professional sprung floors

www.buffas.com • buffadance@msn.com

Come
Join
the fun!

(Established in 1980)
Home of Burke Civic Ballet

• Pre-School Dance Movement – Ages 3 and 4
• Hip Hop • Lyrical/Contemporary • Ballet • Tap
• Jazz • Pointe • Modern • Acro • Musical Theater
• Performing Companies Grades K–12
• Beginner to Advanced • Professional Instructors

Celebrating
36 Years
of Dance

Excellence!

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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T
hough she visited several schools
on the first day of the new year,
Fairfax County Public Schools

superintendent only received one wel-
come banner. That was from the articu-
late student leaders at Mantua Elemen-
tary School, who told her “sense of com-
munity” and “great teachers who encour-
age creativity” were among their favor-
ite things about the school.

Mantua capped a full day of visits for
the superintendent as she begins her
third year with the school system. Her
tour began at Hayfield Secondary School
and included stops at Lynbrook Elemen-
tary School, Walt Whitman Middle
School and J.E.B. Stuart High School.

Along the way, Garza said she was im-
pressed with the “enthusiasm” and hear-
ing the positive things students had “to
say about going back to school.”

Improved literacy across all school lev-
els is one of the goals of the system’s new

strategic plan and Portrait of a Graduate
education blueprint. Garza spoke with
teachers and principals about their plans
to develop students into stronger writ-
ers and communicators.

In Mantua’s library, Garza experienced
a project started last year where students
learn to produce a QR code and link it to
a video they make themselves about
books they liked reading. Other students
can then scan the code with library-pro-
vided iPads and essentially browse titles
by reviews from their peers.

“It’s exciting to see it take hold,” Garza
said.

Regarding the playing out of the first
day of later start times, Garza said she’d
heard generally positive feedback.
“Largely people have been supportive of
the change and we’re grateful for that. It
was a very smooth start.”

— Tim Peterson

Garza Tours on the
First Day of School

Fairfax County Public Schools superintendent Dr. Karen Garza visits
with a young student in Samantha Hartwell’s multi-age first and
second grade classroom at Mantua Elementary School.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Mantua Elementary School student leaders welcomed superinten-
dent Dr. Karen Garza for her visit on the first day of school.

Fairfax Connection Editor

Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or

south@connectionnewspapers.comNews

N
ew and returning students at
Robinson Secondary School
were welcomed on the first
day with a corridor of cheer-

leaders, blaring music and an inflated ram
tunnel leading to the front doors. And the
smiling face of their principal, Matthew
Eline, who joined the cheerleaders and held
a sign saying “May I help you?”

It was meant to leave a special impres-
sion on students. “How many first days do
you get in life?” said Eline. The sporting
event-esque scene was meant as a kick off

for developing what Eline called a “kinder,
gentler” Robinson.

“We’re absolutely about academics,” Eline
said, but added that he’s looking for ways
for the students to build “more community
character” and connection to the school. A
pep rally scheduled for the second day of
school and special reward tie-dyed T-shirts
as part of a campaign called “Dude, Be Kind”
are among the ideas and activities planned
to accomplish his goals.

— Tim Peterson

Robinson Students
Welcomed Back

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Cheerleaders welcome students walking into their first day at Robinson
Secondary School.

Paige Ahmed,
senior (left):

“Taking fashion
design at Fairfax
academy, and
graduating.”

Caleb Allison,
senior (right):

“I’m excited to
see a lot of people I
haven’t seen over
the summer, and
graduating.”

Matthew Eline,
principal:

“The kids coming
back, and teachers
getting to do what
we do.”

Katie Tran,
senior:

“Getting to my
class right now.”

Ryan Keith,
senior:

“Just being a
senior, in general.”

What are you most looking forward to
about today, this school year?

Viewpoints

Eri Daniel,
sophomore:

“A fresh start, for
everything.”
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News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

E
rin Lenart, Lanier Middle School’s
new principal, always pictured
herself as an educator. Raised in
Tennessee, her first dream was to

become a teacher.
“When I was 3 or 4, my brother came

home from school and told me about his
wonderful teacher, and I was mesmerized,”
she said. “I had a chalkboard, a picnic table
and benches, and I ‘taught’ my stuffed ani-
mals.”

Then in high school, said Lenart, “I had
an English teacher who challenged, frus-
trated and inspired me to the core. She
made me better and want it more – she put
the fight in me.”

So the determined young woman ob-
tained a bachelor’s in English from Austin
Peay State University in Clarksville, Tenn.,
a master’s in educational leadership and an
administrative license. Along the way, she
also fell in love and married an Army intel-
ligence officer, Michael Lenart. He’s now a
major and they have a daughter, Chelsea, a
freshman at GWU.

Erin Lenart taught high-school English in
both Tennessee and Georgia before moving
with her family to Northern Virginia when
her husband was transferred to the Wash-
ington, D.C. area. From January 2009 to
June 2010, she was an eighth-grade English
teacher at Thoreau Middle in Vienna.

“I loved the challenge of the kids and fig-
uring out how to reach them,” she said. “I
was taking what I’m passionate about and
getting them to be engaged in it and love
learning through my content and teaching
methods. It was also about getting to know
the kids.”

IN LENART’S OFFICE at Lanier is a
framed saying from a former student. It
reads, “A teacher plants seeds that bloom
in a life forever.” And, said Lenart, “I really

believe that. And you get another chance
every August; it’s a rebirth, a renewal. You
always get to try to improve and do better.”

She also had good leadership examples
in her life. One of them was Bruce Jobe,
her principal at Northwest High in
Clarksville. “He was phenomenal – probably
the most inspirational person I ever worked
for,” she said. “He supported leadership
development and innovative practices.”

In Lenart’s second year teaching there, he
asked her to be a class sponsor. The next
year, he put her in charge of all the school-
spirit activities for students and staff. He
also placed her on the superintendent’s ad-
visory council because, she said, “He saw
great potential in me. I was hungry to learn
and absorb new things, and he urged me to
go into administration.”

One of her priorities, she said, is to stay
as connected with the students as possible.
“You get into this profession for the kids,”
said Lenart. “And the more we’re out there,
the more we understand what teachers are
doing and understand where the students
are currently and their struggles.”

After teaching a year-and-a-half at
Thoreau, she became the assistant princi-

pal there. “I loved it,” she said. “I really
learned and better understood collabora-
tive teaming, quality assessments and com-
munity-building because Thoreau already
had these structures in place.”

Eventually, though, Lenart wanted to ap-
ply those concepts at the high-school level
“to make a difference for kids and our pro-
fession, because that’s our future.” So in
February 2012, she became the assistant
principal at West Springfield High.

“It was a fabulous community, with phe-
nomenal teachers and a supportive region
and cluster,” she said. But she wanted to be
a principal so, when Lanier Principal Scott
Poole left to become Woodson High’s prin-
cipal, she applied for his job and got it.

“He was much beloved here and did some
fantastic work,” said Lenart. “It’s a family
at Lanier and I feel privileged to join it. Even
three of the state senators went here, and
how lucky am I to be in Fairfax City and
work with Superintendent Peter Noonan,
Assistant Superintendent Phyllis Pajardo,
Assistant Superintendent of Region Five
Frances Ivey and Executive Principal of Re-
gion Five Becky Baenig?”

Lenart was officially announced as the
new principal, shortly after the school year
ended. “I was ecstatic,” she said. “Lanier
always felt right to me – the demographics
of the community and the diversity.”

“I knew Scott a few years and was famil-
iar with this school and the fine work in
teaming going on here,” she continued.
“And the more I researched this community,
I felt a strong match to it. I’m half Korean,
and being able to work in a diverse com-
munity helps you understand your own di-
versity.”

Besides that, said Lenart, “Middle school
is such a fun, quirky time for students,
where kids are trying to come into their own
identity.

They come in a little unsure of themselves
and, within two years, they leave with a
level of confidence and some assuredness
about what’s next. It’s so fascinating to see
and be a part of this process.”

She began her new job July 1 and started
meeting the teachers and staff. “The feel-
ing I get is that Lanier is a family that grows

together, celebrates successes together and
asks tough questions of each other,” she
said. “And we all rally around our students.”

Lenart also praised the level of commit-
ment to the school by its teachers and se-
nior leadership. Her philosophy of leader-
ship is to “lead from the center, hear all
perspectives and never, ever forget what it’s
like to be a parent, teacher or student. So
when there are decisions to be made and
initiatives and work to be done, you may
not make everyone happy, but at least you
can articulate [the reasons for] it to your
community and understand the ripple ef-
fect. It really does take a village.”

She plans to continue Lanier’s focus on
literacy in all content areas, saying it’ll come
from the teachers. And she noted a “sense
of urgency” in making sure students are on
grade level by the time they leave there.
Although Lanier has some of the most state-
of-the-art technology, Lenart said that, with
Fairfax County’s budget challenges, the
school will “take a hard look at reallocat-
ing some of our resources to have a replace-
ment plan for it.”

She also intends to examine Lanier’s
remediation and enrichment programs to
make sure they’re differentiated for each
student “to create the prescription each stu-
dent needs to be successful.”

LENART EXPECTS the toughest part of
her job to be finding the balance between
work and home. “Because I want to learn
so much, I’ll have to pull myself away from
work so I can get home to my family,” she
said.

The most satisfaction, said Lenart, will
come from “working with the staff to bet-
ter understand what made them so great
so far and what opportunities I can bring
to the table to help our school grow.” She’s
also excited about “getting to be with the
students, relearning the middle-school
mindset and being a part of what’s next.”

And she’s looking forward to getting to
know the parents via coffees, the PTA and
informal meetings at school and commu-
nity events in the City of Fairfax. Said
Lenart: “I want to let them know that my
work is our work, so I welcome their voice.”

DC Metro Church
Donates Backpacks, Supplies
to Fairfax City Schools
Over the weekend, DC Metro Church donated over
150 backpacks and school supplies to the City of
Fairfax Schools. Pictured: school board members
accepting the donations on Sunday. From left, School
Board Chairman Toby Sorensen, Vice Chairman
Carolyn Pitches, DC Metro Church member Maggie
Toellner, Pastor Andy Rogers, Brad Toellner, School
Board Members Mitch Sutterfield and Jon Buttram.
The donations will go directly to Daniels Run ES,
Providence ES and Lanier Middle School and were
collected by DC Metro over the summer.

‘Privileged to Join the Lanier Family’
Lenart takes reins
at middle school.

Erin Lenart is Lanier Middle’s new
principal.
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GOOD WORK. GOOD LIFE. GOOD HANDS.™

OPEN HOUSE
EXPERIENCED AUTO ESTIMATORS

Allstate Insurance Company has an exceptional
career opportunity for Field Auto Technical
Adjusters in Northern Virginia!
Come to an open house to hear more about the
Field Auto Technical Adjuster opportunity.

Date: September 16, 2015
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where:15000 Conference Center Drive

Chantilly, Virginia 20151
RSVP 703-653-3508

Come as you are. Dress is casual.
Light refreshments will be served.

View job opportunities at

allstate.com/careers

Live A Healthy Life!

Dr. Beale’s Medical Weight Loss
Can Help

• Appetite Suppressants

• B-12 / Fat Burner Injection

• Personalized Eating Plan

• 1-on-1 Counseling

571-765-1474
$40 / wk to LOSE 11-13 lbs per Month

Now in FAIRFAX, VA • Est. 1974

www.BealeWeightLoss.com

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50. 1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Local Nursery Closing After 42 Years
~ Going Out of Business Sale ~

80% OFF  Everything!

Thanks For Your Business!
…The Family and Staff of
Cravens Nursery & Pottery

Last Day This Friday!

Fairfax County
NAACP to Hold
Freedom Fund
Banquet

The Fairfax County NAACP will
hold its annual Freedom Fund
Banquet on Saturday, Sept. 19,
from 1 – 5 p.m. at the Waterford
Springfield, 6715 Commerce
Street in Springfield. Special Guest
Eric Broyles, co-author of “En-
counters with Police: A Black
Man’s Guide to Survival,” will be
the featured speaker at this year’s
event. You won’t want to miss it.
Tickets can be purchased online at
fairfaxnaacp.org.

Saturday
Morning
Coffee with Del.
David Bulova

On Saturday, Sept. 19, Del.
David Bulova (D-37) will continue
a tradition started in 2006 by hold-
ing the first in a series of informal
office hours to take place from
8:30 to 10 a.m. Constituents are
invited to talk about issues of in-
terest and to ask questions about
legislation affecting our commu-
nity. The format is casual and no
appointment is needed.

❖Sept. 19 at Main Street Bagel,
10268 Main Street, City of Fairfax

Del. Bulova is also happy to ar-
range individual appointments on
specific issues or concerns. Del.
Bulova serves on the General
Laws, Education, and Agriculture,
Chesapeake and Natural Re-
sources committees. He is also a
member of the Chesapeake Bay
Commission, the State Water Com-
mission, the Joint Commission on
Health Care, and the Housing
Commission. For more informa-
tion visit www.davidbulova.com.

Week in Fairfax
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Opinion

T
his week is Suicide Prevention
Week. Preventing suicide means
paying attention to mental health
and treating depression, and there

is no better time to focus on that than the first
week of school.

In 2013, more than 41,000 people ended
their own lives in the United States, more than
21,000 with firearms. (Compare to the num-
ber of murders in 2013, 16,120.) In 2013, more
than 800,000 people were treated in
U.S. emergency departments for self-
inflicted injuries. More than a million
adults report making a suicide attempt
each year, while many more people struggle
with thoughts of suicide, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death
for Americans overall and the second leading
cause of death among adolescents and young
adults aged 15-29. More than half of suicides
involve firearms.

In 2013, 1,047 Virginians died by suicide,
with white males accounting for 716 of those
deaths. The Southside region had the highest
suicide rate at 19.3 per 100,000 in 2013, while
the Northern region had the lowest rate at 10.1
deaths. (By comparison, there were 383 ho-
micides in Virginia in 2013.)

Two groups particularly at risk are youth and
the elderly. Data from the Virginia Department
of Health indicates that rates of suicide in Vir-
ginia were higher for older people than youth

— but suicide is a leading cause of death for
young people.

One strategy to prevent suicide is to learn
about the warning signs of suicide, which can
include individuals talking about wanting to
hurt themselves, increasing substance use, and
having changes in their mood, diet, or sleep-
ing patterns, according to the CDC. When these
warning signs appear, quickly connecting the
person to supportive services is critical. Pro-
moting opportunities and settings that
strengthen connections among people, fami-
lies, and communities is another suicide pre-
vention goal.

Exhibiting any of the signs listed below is
reason for an immediate call to the National
Suicide Prevention hotline at 1-800-273-8255
(TALK). If you cannot reach someone on this
line, go to an emergency room, make sure you
or your loved one is not alone until professional
help arrives and remove all firearms, sharp
objects, drugs, alcohol and other things that
could be used in a suicide attempt.

❖ Talking about wanting to die or kill one-
self.

❖ Talking or writing about suicide or death.
❖ Talking about feeling hopeless or having

no reason to live.
❖ Talking about being a burden to

others and how the world would be
better off without him/her.

❖ Talking about being trapped or in unbear-
able pain.

❖ Complete withdrawal.
❖ Showing rage or talking about seeking re-

venge.
❖ Displaying extreme mood swings and act-

ing recklessly.
❖ Looking for ways to kill oneself, such as

searching online or obtaining access to fire-
arms, pills, or other means to kill oneself.

❖ Giving away prized possessions and other
personal things; tying up loose ends.

See http://www.afsp.org/understanding-
suicide/facts-and-figures

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Correction
In last week’s editorial (“How to Vote; It

Matters,” Sept. 2, 2015), a list of offices up
for election in Fairfax County failed to men-
tion school board races. Here is the corrected
text:

Each voter in Fairfax County will vote a bal-
lot with choices in one State Senate district,
one House of Delegates district, Clerk of the
Court, Commonwealth’s Attorney, Sheriff,
Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, District
member of the Board of Supervisors, District

member of the School Board, School
Board At-large (vote for three), Soil
and Water Conservation Board (vote
for Three), School Bond for $310 mil-

lion, Public Safety Bond for $151 million. See
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/
upcoming.htm

Help is a phone call away.

Focusing on Suicide Prevention

Editorial

Write
The Connection welcomes views

on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is
noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business numbers.
Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and

factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
north@connectionnewspapers.com

Safety Is
Paramount for
the New
School Year

A message from the Chief of
Police about safety and the start
of the new school year:
Dear Community Member,

As each school year comes to an
end, the Fairfax County Police De-
partment in partnership with our
great community, Fairfax County
Public Schools (FCPS), and the
Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation, begins a process to prepare
for the start of school in the fall.
Our mutual goal has always been
and continues to be the safety of
your children, pedestrians, and
commuters to and from schools at
the beginning and end of each day.

Your Police Department is com-
mitted to ensuring all children are
safe at all crossings while main-
taining efficient vehicle traffic
flow. Based on your input, through
an audit process, we have re-
trained crossing guards and up-
graded several positions which are

now certified in directing and con-
trolling vehicle traffic outside the
scope of the crosswalk to help al-
leviate traffic congestion. We will
continue to audit all locations
throughout the school year as
mandated by our policy. Should
you have any questions or com-
ments, please contact Captain
Michael F. Grinnan, Commander of
the Traffic Division, at
Michael.Grinnan@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The following links are available
to learn more about school cross-
ings:

You can visit the Fairfax County
Police Department map of all
school crossing sites at http://
fairfaxcountygis.maps.arcgis.com/
apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=
708ad1ef5c924029a9d12125d4c17ee8%20

To view the Police Department’s
policy on school crossing guards,
please visit: FCPD General Order
530.3.

For more information regarding
your school start time, please visit:

FCPS 2015-2016 Bell Schedule.
As a reminder, the beginning of

each school year requires all of us
to take extra caution in traveling
our roadways and to be patient as
others adjust to new routines in

our day to logistically get our chil-
dren to and from school. As your
Chief of Police, we welcome your
input to improve the safety of our
children.

Sincerely,
Edwin C. Roessler Jr, Col

Chief of Police

Giving
Diplomacy a
Chance
To the Editor:

I thank Senator Mark Warner for
his September 3 statement sup-
porting the deal our government
has jointly negotiated with other
world powers to curb Iran’s
nuclear ambitions.

Nothing will be easy going for-
ward with Iran. However, Senator
Warner, like nearly 10,000 Virgin-
ians whose petitions we presented
to him on Aug. 26, has rightly rec-
ognized that we must give diplo-
macy a chance well before force
can be considered as a last, neces-
sary choice.

Northern Virginia can be thank-

Letters to the Editor

ful that both our U.S. Senators plus
Congressmen like Gerry Connolly
and Don Beyer favor pursuing our
best available option, which is the
negotiated deal on the table,
rather than precipitously risk put-
ting our country again down the
pathway to unnecessary war. We
can only hope many more of their
colleagues in Congress will see the
logic and morality of this choice.

Govind Nair
Fairfax

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@FfxConnection
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Classes Start 9/10/15
Registration Ongoing

Call Today
703-425-9400

Beginner to Advance Classes for
Children, Preteens, Teens & Adults

www.swanballetdanceschools.com • swanballetdance@aol.com

Free Registrations
For New Students

With This Ad

Open House: September 10th 5pm - 7pm
& September 12th 11am - 1pm

Swan I: Fairfax
9416 Main St.

Pickett Shopping Center
Fairfax, VA 22031

703-425-7847 / 703-425-9400

Swan II: Chantilly
13655 Lee Jackson
Chantilly, VA 20151

703-803-8877

Ballet • Pointe • Jazz  •  Tap • Lyrical • Modern
Hip Hop •  & Baby Swans (Ages 2-4)

REGISTERING FOR FALL CLASSES
Swan Ballet

Dance Schools
Since 1980

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

See Painting,  Page 10

News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

S
porting the slogan, “Create
Like Crazy,” Paint Your Own
Pottery is proving to be

popular with both individuals and
groups as a destination for fun.
And it’s right in downtown Fairfax.

On a recent Saturday, Andrea
Hardwicke painted a ceramic bowl
there to use for soup or cereal. “I
liked it a lot because I could do
whatever I wanted,” she said. “I
got to choose my colors and de-
sign and even use the different
artistic styles I saw around the
room. There’s lots of pretty art-
work on display.”

The shop is in a yellow building
at 10417 Main Street and is open
Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.,
and Sunday, noon-6 p.m. And in-
side, within a cheerful atmosphere
of brightly colored walls, a yellow-
and-blue checkerboard floor, mu-
sic and lots of tables and chairs, is
where the magic happens.

“At any time, there are more
than 300 different choices of pot-
tery to paint,” said store manager
Dawn Forester. “I believe it’s one
of the largest and most diverse
selections in Northern Virginia.
The store’s been here 20 years, but
it was recently remodeled and
updated and is under new man-
agement.”

Walk-ins are welcome, but ap-
pointments are strongly suggested
for weekends during the school
year. (Phone 703-218-2881;
www.CreateLikeCrazy.com).

PEOPLE MAY DO paint-and-take
projects, which are taken home the
same day and not fired in the kiln.

Or if they make something that
needs to go into one of the two
kilns on the premises, they may
come back and get it in a week.

“Our customers range from little
kids to senior citizens,” said For-
ester. “People come, for example,
to have their children’s handprints
made, have birthday parties and
other celebrations here, and cor-
porate events, too. No experience
is needed; we’ll give them as much
or as little help as they like.”

Some people go there by them-
selves, such as a court reporter
who recently came in to paint in
between her court cases. Others
want to make a gift for someone
else. But usually, said Forester,
people come in together. “It’s a
social activity,” she said. “Some-
times, it’s a Scout troop and other
times, it’s a couple on a date.”

Just ask Stephanie Villatoro.
“Six of us came here today,” she
said. “We’re with the girls’ minis-
try at Jubilee Christian Center in
Fairfax, and this was our annual
outing for the leaders to get to
know each other. We were look-
ing for something fun to do, and
this is close to the church and is
something different. I’d recom-
mend it to others because it’s a fun,
relaxing atmosphere to hang out
and talk while making something
beautiful to take home.”

“And you don’t have to have tal-
ent to do it,” said one of the lead-
ers, Anna Maylett.

“You get lots of good instruction
here, too,” added Joetta Dingle,
who was there painting with
Hardwicke. “This was my first
time, and I made a spoon rest I’m
calling the ‘Spoon Spot.’ I enjoyed

(From left) Andrea Hardwicke and Joetta Dingle proudly
hold the ceramic bowl and spoon rest they painted.

Enjoying Music,
Relaxation and Fun
Customers create like crazy
at Paint Your Own Pottery.
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Address ................................. BR FB HB .. Postal City ........ Sold Price .. Type ....... Lot AC PostalCode ........... Subdivision ........... Date Sold

1  12995 WYCKLAND DR ........... 6 .. 8 . 2 ..... CLIFTON ......... $2,100,000 .. Detached .... 5.00 ...... 20124 ................. WYCKLAND ............. 01/16/15

2  5308 CHANDLEY FARM CIR ... 5 .. 4 . 2 .. CENTREVILLE ..... $1,625,100 .. Detached .... 5.00 ...... 20120 .............. SULLY ESTATES ........... 05/11/15

3  6049 RIVER DR ..................... 4 .. 4 . 1 ..... LORTON ......... $1,580,000 .. Detached .... 1.03 ...... 22079 ...... HALLOWING POINT RIVER .. 03/20/15

4  15629 Jillians Forest Way ........ 3 .. 3 . 0 .. CENTREVILLE ..... $1,475,141 .. Detached .... 0.30 ...... 20120 ............. JILLIANS FOREST ......... 03/23/15

5  3413 MEYER WOODS LN ....... 5 .. 5 . 2 ...... FAIRFAX ......... $1,456,000 .. Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22033 ........... OAK HILL RESERVE ....... 05/15/15

6  7063 BALMORAL FOREST RD . 5 .. 5 . 3 ..... CLIFTON ......... $1,415,700 .. Detached .... 3.00 ...... 20124 .......... BALMORAL GREENS ....... 01/23/15

7  6140 DOYLE RD .................... 5 .. 6 . 1 ..... CLIFTON ......... $1,400,000 .. Detached .... 5.00 ...... 20124 .......... BRADDOCK WOODS ....... 04/15/15

8  9752 THORN BUSH DR ......... 5 .. 4 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $1,385,000 .. Detached .... 5.19 ...... 22039 ........ ESTATES AT ROSELAND ..... 04/01/15

9  11109 DEVEREUX STATION LN E 6 .. 6 . 1 FAIRFAX STATION ... $1,332,500 .. Detached .... 5.00 ...... 22039 ........... DEVEREUX STATION ....... 05/28/15

10  3403 CEDAR CREST LN ......... 4 .. 4 . 2 ...... FAIRFAX ......... $1,330,000 .. Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22033 ............ OAK HILL ESTATES ........ 04/10/15

Copyright 2015 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of July 15, 2015.

Local REAL ESTATE January~June, 2015
Top Sales

4  15629 Jillians Forest Way, Centreville
— $1,475,141

9407 Old Reserve Way, Fairfax —
$1,225,000

7300 Bull Run Post Office Road,
Centreville — $1,154,990 3423 Preservation Drive, Fairfax

— $1,252,065

12510 Yates Ford Road, Clifton — $1,300,000

6  7063 Balmoral Forest Road, Clifton —
$1,415,700
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Home LifeStyle

‘Remodeled
Home Tour’
A

 3,700-square-foot, four-bedroom center hall
Colonial renovated in phases over nearly two
decades will be featured in a “Remodeled

Home Tour” sponsored by Sun Design Remodeling.
The house, at 1611 Noral Place in Alexandria, is
owned by Paul and Laurie Carter. The residence will
open to the public Sept. 12, noon-4 p.m.

Purchased by the Carters in 1998, the home has
evolved steadily over the years. Originally a produc-
tion house with builder-grade finishes, the whole
house remodel now on display demonstrates the
kinds of improvements and upgrades that can occur
when owners continue to occupy, modifying the en-
vironment to suit evolving interests.

“The ideal of long term ownership is the option to
create a home that, over time, becomes more sup-
portive of favored activities and aesthetic prefer-
ences,” says Bob Gallagher, Sun Design executive vice
president.

“We are finding this kind of on-going commitment
to personalizing a residence much more frequently
than in decades past.”

Sun Design Remodeling frequently sponsors tours
of recently remodeled homes as well as workshops
on home remodeling topics. Headquartered in Burke,
the firm recently opened a second office in McLean.
Call 703-425-5588 or visit www.SunDesignInc.com
for more.

— John Byrd

BEFORE: The original kitchen relied on
rows of builder-grade cabinets for storage.
Eliminating walls initially seemed impos-
sible to Laurie, but custom cabinets by
Sun Design’s Jeremy Fleming created the
opportunity for a wholly different
floorplan.

Photos by Photo by Greg Hadley

AFTER: Paul and Laurie Carter, who re-
modeled their Alexandria home in several
phases over nearly two decades, have
made their home available for an “open
house” Saturday, Sept. 12. The open
kitchen plan (shown) was part of the final
phase. Sun Design Remodeling introduced
a transitional-style interior design.

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

H
omeowners consider-
ing a move from a
large home to a

smaller dwelling will have an
opportunity to receive expert
advice on their transition later
this month. Representatives
from the real estate, moving
and home design industries will
host a lifestyle seminar to dis-
cuss downsizing issues like in-
terior design, organizing and
packing.

“The lifestyle seminar will ad-
dress all aspects of moving and
condo living, including what to
keep, what to donate and how
to decide,” said Christine Basso
of TTR Sotheby’s International
Realty.

“The experts at Town & Coun-
try Movers will discuss ways to
make the entire moving process
run smoothly from starting
early to the most effective ways
to pack to determining what

goes where.”
According to Basso, seminar
attendees will also hear from
design experts who will offer
guidance on personalizing one’s
living space. They will also give
advice on topics such as mea-
suring existing and new furni-
ture for space placement and
incorporating an art collection
into a home’s design.
The seminar will be held Sun-
day, Sept. 20 from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Quarry Springs estate
condominiums, located at 8101
River Road in Bethesda, Mary-
land.

The Quarry Springs complex
will open later this year.
To RSVP to the free event, con-
tact Christine Basso at 202-302-
2508. Visit http://
www.quarrysprings.com for
more information.

Thinking of Downsizing?
Free seminar will focus on
moving to a smaller place
without sacrificing style.

Lifestyle Seminar
Quarry Springs
8101 River Road in Bethesda, Md.

Sept. 20 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

News

Having fun painting pottery together are (from left)
sisters Kiara and Mikaela Fenn, grandmother Gloria Fenn
and mom Molly Stephenson.

Store manager Dawn For-
ester stands in front of one
section of the many ce-
ramic items customers may
paint

Painting Their Own Pottery
From Page 7

it very much and I’m hoping to
bring my granddaughters here,
too.” Customers select what they
want to paint. The choices range
from figurines to plates, bowls,
cups, piggy banks, tea sets, vases,
religious items, ceramic boxes and
picture frames. And there are
items for men, women, teens, boys
and girls. “We even have firetrucks
and sports trophies that people can
paint,” said Forester.

It usually takes 90 minutes to
complete a project and, once it’s
fired, kitchenware may be used for
eating and drinking. It’s also top-
rack, dishwasher safe.

“We give people instructions on
how to get the best, possible re-
sults for their vision,” said Forester.
“We explain which colors go best
together and have people think
about their background colors, as
well. We also tell them how to
layer or blend the colors for their
desired effect.”

EVERY SATURDAY at 3 p.m.,
Paint Your Own Pottery holds a
class. “It’s to teach painting tech-
niques so people will feel comfort-
able with it,” said Forester. “The
cost varies according to what they
choose to paint, but they won’t pay
a studio fee. We also run various,

discount promotions throughout
the year.”

❖In addition, some noteworthy
events are on the horizon. On the
second and fourth Saturdays of the
month, from 7-9:30 p.m., is Social
Artworking. It’s canvas painting on
table-top easels. Participants re-
ceive step-by-step instructions and
leave with a finished painting. The
next one is Sept. 12, and people
may bring the beverage of their
choice, including alcohol for those
21 and over. Light refreshments
are served.

❖The shop also plans to contrib-
ute bowls to the Capital Area Food
Bank’s Empty Bowls event, Sept.
30, in Springfield. It’s a fundraiser
for the organization, which feeds
hungry people in need. For $30,
people may paint two, ceramic
bowls – one for themselves and
one to donate to the event.

“Our goal is to donate 30 bowls,”
said Forester. “People may do this
here all month long through Sept.
26. And it’s a good service project
for students, too.”

She’s also proud of the business’s
community involvement with the
arts. “We put City of Fairfax The-
atre Co., Fairfax High, Woodson
and Paul VI theater posters in our
front window,” she said. “And we
add decorations to match the

play’s theme.
Recently, Fairfax resident Molly

Stephenson brought her daugh-
ters, Kiara and Mikaela Fenn, and
their grandmother, Gloria Fenn, to
the shop, and they laughed and
chatted with each other while
painting. Kiara, a fifth-grader at
Providence Elementary, dabbed
polka dots on a dinosaur figurine
for her desk. And Mikaela, a
Fairfax High freshman, painted a
Triceratops figurine for a birthday
gift. Meanwhile, their grand-
mother painted a happy face on a
flower figurine for herself. “What-
ever we do together is fun,” she
said. “But this is especially exhila-
rating, watching all the creations
take shape.”

Painting two bottle stoppers that
may be Christmas stocking
stuffers, Stephenson said, “I find
it relaxing to come here, listen to
music and just paint. It’s also fun
to see what your piece looks like
after it comes out of the kiln, be-
cause it’s always a little different.”

And that’s what Forester likes
best, “When customers come back
and pick up their finished items
and you see the smiles on their
faces. They say they’re surprised
at how bright the colors are and
how good it looks, and that makes
me happy.”
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Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

SEPTEMBER
9/23/2015 ..HomeLifeStyle Pullout – Real Estate & New Homes
9/30/2015.......................Fall Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
9/30/2015...................Professional Profiles & Your Business in
    the Community

OCTOBER
10/7/2015.................................Wellbeing Senior Living Pullout
10/14/2015............................................................HomeLifeStyle
10/21/2015 ................................................A+ Camps & Schools
Halloween is October 31
10/28/2015 ........................................................Election Preview

NOVEMBER
11/4/2015......................................................................Wellbeing
11/11/2015............................................................HomeLifeStyle
11/18/2015................................................A+ Camps & Schools
11/19/2015....................Holiday Entertainment & Gift Guide I
Thanksgiving is November 26
11/25/2015.......................Celebrating Gratitude, Thanksgiving
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning
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COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

To Advertise
Your Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9422

bWorship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center

“Loving People to Life”

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

SATURDAY/AUG. 1 - SUNDAY/SEPT. 13
Annual Workhouse Clay National

Ceramics Exhibition. Workhouse
Arts Center, W-16 Vulcan Gallery,
9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton. This
exhibition represents the depth and
breadth of contemporary functional
and sculptural ceramic artworks
being created throughout the
country. Visit http://
www.workhousearts.org/events/
visual-arts/workhouse-clay-national-
2015.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 10
Storytime Yoga. 4:30 p.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Stories, stretching and
simple yoga poses. Bring a mat or
towel and wear comfortable clothing.

Toddler Time. 10:30 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North Street, Fairfax. Stories, songs,
and activities. Library staff share with
children a love for books, and parents
learn to cultivate early literacy skills.
Age 2-3 with adult.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 11
S.T.E.A.M Storytime. 2 p.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math
(STEAM). Each month focus on one
of these subjects with stories and
activities appropriate for
preschoolers. Age 4-5 with adult.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 12
Oktoberfest Volksmarch. 8 a.m. - 3

p.m. Accotink Unitarian Universalist
Church, 10125 Lakehaven Court,
Burke. A volksmarch, literally
translated “people’s walk,” is a
leisurely walk through a scenic,
historic, interesting area over a pre-
determined route. The free walk
passes through lush forests and
around Burke Lake. Choose from a
five or 10-kilometer route (three or
six miles) and walk, jog or run at
your own pace. German food and
drinks will be available to purchase,
and the Kings Park German Band will
play from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Workhouse Education Open
House. 12-3 p.m. Workhouse Arts
Center, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton.
Demos, hands-on workshops,
opportunities to talk one-on-one with
instructors as well as explore the
campus. Young attendees will enjoy
face painting, balloons and cotton
candy. And as a bonus, interested
students can take advantage of a 10
percent discount on tuition on a
weekly class of their choice.

Rummage Sale Fundraiser. 8 a.m. -
2 p.m. Daniels Run Elementary
School, 3705 Lee Highway, Fairfax.
Multi-family rummage sale
fundraiser to benefit the Fairfax High
School Crew Team.

Lorton’s Fall Festival. 11 a.m. Lorton
Station Town Center, 8998 Lorton
Station Blvd., Lorton. Enjoy a magic
booth, pumpkin painting, photo
booth, games, prizes and more. Visit
www.lortonstationtowncenter.com/
calendar-of-events.html for more.

Burke Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon.
Saturdays, May 2-Nov. 21. 5671
Roberts Parkway, Burke.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/burkemkt.htm

Springfield Farmers Market. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Springfield Town Center,
6699 Spring Mall Drive, Springfield.
www.smartmarkets.org.

Fairfax Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-1
p.m. Saturdays, May 9-Oct. 31.
10500 Page Avenue, Fairfax.

www.fairfaxsaturdaymarket.com.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 12-13
38th Annual Burke Centre

Festival. Saturday, 9:30 a.m.- 5
p.m. Sunday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 6060
Burke Centre Parkway, Burke. Burke
Centre’s signature event, which
celebrates the spirit of the
community each year with rides,
activities and live entertainment for
all ages to enjoy. Visit
www.burkecentreweb.com and click
on Festival.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 13
Fairfax Farmers Market. 10 a.m.-2

p.m. Sundays, May 10-Oct. 25.
10500 Page Avenue, Fairfax.
www.fairfaxsaturdaymarket.com/

Fair Lakes Farmers Market. 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. 4501 Market Commons Drive,
Fairfax.www.greentowns.com/
initiative/farmers-market/fair-lakes-
farmers-market-fairfax-va.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 15
Tai Chi. 10 a.m. Burke Centre Library,

5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke. Come
experience the benefits of Tai Chi led
by Dante Gilmer of Still Water Tai
Chi Center. Wear comfortable clothes
that allow movement. Adult.

Toddler Time. 10:30 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North Street, Fairfax. Stories, songs,
and activities. Library staff share with
children a love for books, and parents
learn to cultivate early literacy skills.
Age 2-3 with adult.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 16
PJ Library Book Buddies. 10:30

a.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Hear
selections from the PJ Library and
make a craft to take home. PJ Library
provides families with a free treasury
of Jewish books and music each
month. Age 6 months to 5 years.

Multicultural Craft Workshop. 4
p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North Street, Fairfax. Create a
craft from another country. Age 6-12.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 17
Magic Tree House Club. 4:30 p.m.

Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Read and talk
about Tigers at Twilight, number 19
in the series. Having used their magic
tree house to travel to India, where
they must get a gift to help free the
dog Teddy from a spell.

Mother Goose Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North Street, Fairfax. Come
enjoy stories, songs and fingerplays
and lay a foundation of early literacy
skills for your baby. Birth to 23
months with adult.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 18
Best of FAVS Showcase. 3 p.m.

Harris Theatre, George Mason
University, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. The Best of FAVS Showcase
will be highlighting award winning
student films.

Alphabet Soup. 10:30 a.m. Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Join for stories and
activities about letters in the
alphabet. Ages 3-5 with adult.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 19
Mosby Fall Bus Tour. 8 a.m. 10520

Main Street, Fairfax. Visit the Hibbs
Bridge, North Fork Church (the
formation of Company H), the scene
of the Harmony Fight in Hamilton,
Ebenezer Church and Harry Hatcher’s
House. To sign-up for the tour call
Don Hakenson at 703-971-4984 or
email: dhakenson@verizon.net.

Fairfax County NAACP Freedom
Fund Awards Banquet. 1-5 p.m.
Waterford Springfield, 6715
Commerce Street, Springfield. Eric
Broyles, co-author of “Encounters
with the Police: A Black Man’s Guide
to Surviva”l will be the event
speaker. There will be book signing
and books available for purchase. See
the author discussing his book in a
TV interview. The rest of the evening
enjoy the silent auction, cash bar,
door prizes and great speakers. Buy
your tickets today and become a
sponsor at www.fairfaxnaacp.org.

Fashion Show. 2-4 p.m. The Country
Club of Fairfax, 5110 Ox Road,
Fairfax. Fashion show, silent auction
and dessert. A Gogo Grandmothers
benefit helping African grandmothers
raising orphans of AIDS. Fashions by
Stein Mart. $15. To register go to
burkecommunity.com/adults/
women.

Children’s Book Sale. 10 a.m. - 3
p.m. Fairfax City Regional Library,
10360 North Street, Fairfax
Thousands of gently-read books and
nonbook media organized into
categories including picture books,
early readers, nonfiction, holiday,
chapter books and more.

Potomac Jazz Club Picnic. 12-6
p.m. Workhouse Arts Center, 9601
Ox Road, Lorton. Join the Potomac
River Jazz Club for an afternoon of
jazz music. Tickets $25.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 20
Doggie Splashdown. 7 p.m. Fairfax

Swimming Pool, 4200 Roberts Road,
Fairfax. Bring your canine for a
chance to romp in the pool. A $5
cash donation per dog is suggested,
with all proceeds going to the
Humane Society of Fairfax County.

MONDAY/SEPT. 21
PJ Library Book Buddies. 10:30

a.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360
North Street, Fairfax. Enjoy Jewish
storybooks from the PJ Library and
make a craft.

Entertainment

Photo courtesy of Jeannie Winslow, Burke Centre Festival

The 38th Annual Burke Centre Festival will take place
Sept. 12-13 to celebrate the spirit of the community with
rides, activities and live entertainment for all ages to
enjoy.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

W
ith the score tied and 1:17
remaining in the fourth
quarter of Friday’s contest
against Robinson, West

Springfield quarterback Peter Muskett took
the shotgun snap and headed around left
end.

Moments later, the Spartan signal caller
was sprinting down the sideline, turning a
decent gain into a game-winning touch-
down, putting the finishing touch on a fan-
tastic season-opening effort.

Moments after Robinson tied the score,
Muskett turned a quarterback trap play into
a 55-yard touchdown, propelling the Spar-
tans to a 35-28 victory on Sept. 4 at West
Springfield High School. The junior and
second-year varsity starter played a role in
each of the Spartans’ five touchdowns, lead-
ing West Springfield to its first season-open-
ing win since 2012.

“He’s a stud and he’s only going to get
better,” third-year head coach Jason
Eldredge said. “As soon as he actually starts
reading the field, he’s really going to be a
scary football player.”

Muskett took over as West Springfield’s
starting quarterback early in his sophomore
season and led the Spartans to a share of
the 2014 Conference 7 championship. West
Springfield defeated Washington-Lee in the
opening round of the 6A North playoffs
before suffering a 27-24 season-ending loss
to Lake Braddock in the quarterfinals.

THIS SEASON, West Springfield returns
nine starters on offense and retained offen-
sive coordinator Anthony Parker, bringing

continuity to that side of the ball while help-
ing Muskett grow as a quarterback.

“The continuity thing is priceless,”
Eldredge said. “Unfortunately, one of
[Muskett’s] weaknesses early on is his abil-
ity to read and make quick decisions. That
he’s overcoming now, as you can see. Obvi-
ously, the physical gifts he brings to the table
[are] something special, but at that posi-
tion it’s your mind that has to be just as
sharp. Being in the same offense one year
to the next is a huge help to that.”

Muskett completed 11 of 18 passes for
287 yards and four touchdowns, with one
interception against Robinson. He also car-
ried 19 times for 130 yards and a score.

“I feel a lot more confident and we’re
clicking easier,” Muskett said about his sec-
ond season as a varsity starter, “and it’s just
completely different from last year.”

Muskett connected with sophomore Jor-
dan Hughes for a 57-yard touchdown late
in the fourth quarter, extending West
Springfield’s lead to 28-20 with 2:49 re-

maining. Robinson responded with a six-
play, 60-yard drive, capped by quarterback
Alex Miller’s 1-yard sneak for a touchdown.
Senior running back Sean Foncha reached
the ball out and broke the plane of the goal
line on the ensuing two-point conversion
attempt, tying the score at 28 with 1:26
remaining.

Muskett would score the game-winning
touchdown on the first play of West
Springfield’s ensuing drive.

“He’s much faster,” senior left tackle Brock
Vaughn said about Muskett, who increased
his speed by running track. “… When he
gets in the open field … he’s just gone.”

After West Springfield and Robinson
traded punts for much of the first quarter,
Muskett gave the Spartans a 7-0 lead with
a 94-yard touchdown pass to junior Daniel
Adu with 1:38 remaining in the opening
quarter.

Robinson led 14-7 late in the third quar-
ter, when Muskett connected with senior
Darean Robertson for a game-tying 48-yard

touchdown.
On West Springfield’s next possession,

Muskett again found Adu, this time for a
26-yard score, giving the Spartans a 21-14
advantage.

“Honestly, [Muskett] put the team on his
shoulders and when we needed it, he re-
sponded,” Eldredge said. “That’s the char-
acter of that kid. He works his tail off in the
offseason. For him to do what he did today,
he’s a stud.”

Foncha scored on a 17-yard run with 7:08
remaining in the fourth quarter, diving into
the end zone to cut West Springfield’s lead
to one. The Spartans blocked the Rams’
ensuing extra-point attempt and maintained
the lead at 21-20.

Foncha carried 16 times for 89 yards and
one touchdown. Senior running back Dajon
Lee led Robinson with 119 yards on 16 car-
ries. His 7-yard touchdown run with 2:41
left in the second quarter tied the score at
7.

Miller completed 4 of 10 passes for 47
yards and a touchdown.

FOR WEST SPRINGFIELD, Adu finished
with four receptions for 143 yards and two
touchdowns. Hughes had four catches for
68 yards and a score.

“[Our] ultimate goal is [a] state champi-
onship, but we view anything less than our
9-3 record last year as a disappointment,”
Muskett said. “We want to match that and
surpass it.”

West Springfield (1-0) will open confer-
ence play on the road against Mount Vernon
(1-0) at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 11. Robinson
(0-1) will host Woodson (0-1) at 7 p.m.

“We had injuries,” Eldredge said. “We were
down to our last guys — we had a JV line-
backer crew out there in the fourth quarter
— so to me, we gutted it out. The irony of
that is the way we lost our season last year,
on the 1-yard line in the quarterfinal against
Braddock with 1 second to go, for us to come
out and win in the last seconds, means that
maybe we’ve grown up a little bit.”

Junior quarterback
throws four touchdown
passes, rushes for one.

Muskett Leads West Springfield to
Season-Opening Win Over Robinson

Robinson running back Dajon Lee rushed for 119 yards and a touchdown
against West Springfield on Friday.

West Springfield quarterback Peter Muskett threw four touchdown
passes and ran for a score during the Spartans’ 35-28 win over Robinson
on Sept. 4.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

West Springfield receiver Daniel Adu caught two touchdown passes
against Robinson on Friday.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
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3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
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703-684-0710
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3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

MASONRY MASONRY

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

703-204-0733

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios • Exposed Aggregate
Sidewalks • Carports  • Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick• Stonework

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

40 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

One man with courage 
makes a majority.

-Andrew Jackson
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

FREE BOOK: 
Selling Goods due to 

downsizing/estate settlement.
Only 80 available.

Contact MaxSold Downsizing/Estate Services:
202-350-9388, easy@maxsold.com or 

MaxSold.com/book by Nov.15  

16 RE Services 16 RE Services

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Complaint For Absolute Divorce of Willie Gray Ward and 
Qwendolyn Branch Ward Issued at the State Of North Carolina 
In The General Court Of Justice District Court Division File No. 
12CVD1715 10/24/12. Address and Phone number as fol-
lowed.

Willie Gray Ward
3009B Buckingham Road NW
Wilson, NC 27896

Main Contact Phone Number 252-373-3341

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

4 RE for Sale

Yard Sale - Sat. 9/19 
Rain Date 9/20

Furniture, linens, curtains, 
pillows, bikes, bedroom set,
kitchen supplies, DVDs, ta-

bles, Lenox, Mikasa, Moving
everything must go!

9:00 - 2:00 - 4009 N. Glebe 
Rd., Arlington, VA

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Burke Pizza Inc Trading as 
Manginos Pizza  9570 Burke 
Rd  Burke, Virginia 22015
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)
for a Wine & Beer On & Off 
Premises/ Delivery Permit/ 
Gourmet Brew Shop license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages.
Joseph Belcher, President.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov
or 800-552-3200.

CLASSIFIED
NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

EmploymentEmployment

Business Analyst
Pyramid Systems, Inc. is seeking a 
degree'd professional with one year 

experience in analysis.  Email resume to 
career@pyramidsystems.com with 
"Analyst Position" in subject line.

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. The deadline for submissions is the Friday
prior to publication. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 10
Creating a Personalized Playlist Workshop.

3 p.m. Insight Memory Care Center, 3953
Pender Drive, Suite 100, Fairfax. Learn more
about how to identify favorite music and how to
set-up and tailor an individualized playlist. Call
703-204-4664 to RSVP or visit InsightMCC.org
for more information.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 12
Indoor Yard Sale. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. West

Springfield High School - Cafeteria (Door 10),
6100 Rolling Road, Springfield. Massive indoor
yard sale to benefit West Springfield High
School’s award-winning Spartan Theatre
Company. Clothes, housewares, toys, games,
books, DVDs and more for sale.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 15
Wakefield Chorale Singing Group. 7:30-9:30

p.m. United Baptist Church, 7100 Columbia
Pike, Annandale. Love to sing? Come join the
Wakefield Chorale — a group of local men and
women who enjoy singing. Practices begin Sept.
15. No audition required. Join for good music,
fun and friends. For more information, please
call Susan at 703-255-3489 or Johanna at 703-
569-0214.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 16
Financial Considerations for Caregiving.

1:30 pm. Insight Memory Care Center, 3953
Pender Drive, Suite 100, Fairfax. The financial
costs of long term care and long term caregiving
are enormous. Explore some of your options for
this important aspect of caregiving. Call 703-
204-4664 to RSVP or visit InsightMCC.org for
more information.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 18
Prospective Members Meeting. 7 p.m.

GlowGolf, 8430 Old Keene Mill Court,
Springfield. All members of the community age
18 or older are invited to attend these events;
children are also welcome when accompanied by
a parent or guardian. Kiwanis International is a
global organization of members dedicated to
serving the children of the world. Kiwanis and
its family of clubs at all age levels —nearly
600,000 members strong—annually raise more
than $100 million and dedicate more than 18
million volunteer hours to strengthen
communities and serve children.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 20
The 32st Annual Infant Toddler Family Day

Care Provider Appreciation Celebration.
1-3 p.m. PJ Skidoos Restaurant, 9908 Fairfax
Blvd., Fairfax. Infant Toddler Family Day Care
(ITFDC), a non-profit organization providing
child care resource and referral services in
Northern Virginia, will celebrate its 32nd

anniversary. ITFDC services and supports early
child care educators who provide high quality
child care throughout Northern Virginia.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/SEPT. 25-26
Children’s Consignment Sale. Friday: 9 a.m. -

8 p.m. Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Cameron
United Methodist Church, 3130 Franconia Road,
Alexandria. Children’s clothing and toys in good
condition available for purchase.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 26
Community Coffee House. 6-9 p.m. The

Historic Sydenstricker Schoolhouse, 8511 Hooes
Road, Springfield. Community coffee house,
benefiting the Historic Sydenstricker
Schoolhouse featuring live music, coffee and
baked goods donated by members of the
community and local businesses. Donations
appreciated.

ONGOING
Run/Walk/Ride Group. Every Saturday in

August at 6:45 a.m. at 6951 Spaniel
Road.Whether you walk, run or ride, come out
and enjoy the fellowship and the time for
personal fitness with conversation along the
way.  Feel free to invite a friend. For questions
or to lend a hand with future Run/Walk/Ride
dates, please contact Amy Poe at
thepoes1@cox.net or 703-975-3209.

Bulletin Board
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Richard Esposito
703-503-4035
Richard@LNF.com
Service is the difference I provide.

Come to the HEART
of Real Estate, since 1980
Proudly Serving Northern VA
KAY HART, CRS, GRI
Associate Broker
Life Member NVAR Top Producer
kay.hart@longandfoster.com
703-503-1860

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

Pep Bauman
“Put Pep’s Energy to Work for You”

703-314-7055
PepLnF.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service: www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”

703-473-1803, 703-309-8948
gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@lnf.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

JON SAMPSON
jon.sampson@longandfoster.com
jonsampsonrealtor.com
703-307-4357

David Levent
703-338-1388
davidshomes@lnf.com

Selling Virginia’s Finest Homes
Member, NVAR Multi Million Dollar Sales Club

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

Burke $2,150
Beautiful 6 level townhome with 3 bedrooms & 3.5
baths * Updated eat-in kitchen * Walkout recreation
room to patio & deck in fenced back yard * Fresh
paint throughout * Great location near VRE Station,
commuter routes, shopping.

Call Judy at 703-927-7127

Reston
$619,000

Beautiful
main level
master, spec-
tacular end
unit on pre-
mium lot,
freshly
painted,
beautiful

hardwood floors, gourmet kitchen, stainless steel appliances
with granite counters, rec. room, large deck, in a park-like
setting, 2-car garage, close to pools, tennis, picnic pavilion,
walking paths and Reston Town Center. Must See!!

Clifton
$900,000

Horse
Country!!!

5 bedrooms, 3.5
baths on 5 acres!
Premium private
lot at end of cul-
de-sac next to
entrance of bri-

dle trails of horse community! Immaculate condition w/ loads
of extras/upgrades to include: hardwood floors throughout,
granite countertops, SS. 6 stall stable w/ 2 fenced paddocks.
3 fireplaces, cedar shake roof, chair rails/crown molding, and
much MORE! Call Steve Childress NOW....703-981-3277

Fairfax Station - $895,000
Beautiful inside and out! Over 5,000 gorgeous sq. ft. inside,

w/ 2 car gar, on nearly 1 acre with a pond view.

Beat mortgage rate
increases. Sell while the
market is hot/buy while
rates are still low. Call

me for dedicated
professional service.

Fairfax Station - $1,350,000
Elegance on 5 Acres in Estate at Roseland. Stunning touches

inside, gorgeous landscaping and a beautiful pool.

Coming Soon
Super Arlington
Condo. Rarely
offered 1 BR +
Den with 1 Full
and 1 half bath on
8th Floor in Heart
of Ballston. Great
Views From
Balcony. Unit Has
SXS Fridge, Corian

Counters, Hardwood Flrs, Gas FP, Gas Cooking, Storage, & 1
Garage Pkg, Space in Luxury Bldg Amenities Incl Pool,
Fitness Ctr, Party Rm. Washer Dryer in Unit. Close to Metro,
Trans, & Shopping. Call for details and pricing.

Falls Church $515,000
Charming Updated Cape Cod—
Great Location Inside Beltway. 5
BR, 3 BA, 3 Finished Lvls. 0.30 ac
usable lot. From Roof to HVAC,
refinished gleaming Hardwoods,

Recent appliances, Cute as can be. READY for a new Owner. Open
any time by appointment – Kay Hart 703-217-8444. Agent bonus.
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Centreville $749,000
This spacious colonial has 3 finished levels, 4 bed-
rooms, and 3 1/2 baths.  Gourmet kitchen, master
suite is more of a spa and walk up lower level.

Spacious Unit with view to trees from balcony. Call Kay for App’t 703-503-1860

Falls Church $224,900
2 BR Condo at Skyline Square Near
Mark Center. With covered parking
space close to elevators. A very well-
maintained Condo with Pool, Exercise
Rm, Secure Parking and Reception.
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Fairfax Station
$965,000

New England charm
and Southern hospi-
tality seamlessly
blend in Glenver-
dant. A home made
for enjoying and
entertaining com-

plete with updated kitchen and spacious breakfast area nicely located
by a wood burning fireplace.  Roam through over 5500 square feet
including a sunroom and finished basement that offers a full kitchen.
The upper level has four large bedrooms and three full baths plus a
family den and attic playroom. The exterior features five acres, an
inground pool as well as a four stall barn for horse lovers.

Centreville $469,000
WOW! End unit 2 car garage townhome with dramatic floor plan!
Spacious rooms, volume ceilings, transom windows, lofts and over-
looks! 4 finished levels, 3 season room! Updated throughout!

Marsha Wolber 703-618-4397

S
O
LD

Burke  Must See Property!! $799,900
Fabulous Contemporary - Open, Bright Floor Plan

Huge 4 Bedrooms - 3 1/2 Baths Beauty - Hdwd Flrs Main Level
Elevator from garage to Main Level - Deck - 2 Fireplaces

Gourmet Kitchen w/all the Bells & Whistles
Lower Level apartment w/own entrance

Call Sheila Adams for private tour 703-503-1895.

Woodbridge $500,000
Stylish Updates

Beautiful 4 BR, 3.5 BA home w/open flrpln. New HW
floors on ML. Gourmet Kit w/SS appliances. Gas FP.
Fin. Rec Rm w/WO from Lower Level. Backs to Trees.


