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The glass expanse of
the atrium at the
Fairfax County Gov-
ernment Center
reflects the crowd at
the Fairfax County
inauguration cer-
emony on Dec. 15.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

New RAV4s, Priuses
Scion IMs and IAs

PRE-WINTER
SAVINGS

ALL ON SALE
LIKE NEVER BEFORE
Fall is here and so are the SAVINGS!

Ask one of our sales managers,
George, Mike, Yared or Rocky

703-684-0700
WE ARE HERE

TO MAKE DEALS!

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com
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Eileen Filler-
Corn

Fairfax Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

A Year in Review

D
el. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41):
“Several of my legislative pri-
orities were signed into law by

Governor McAuliffe in 2015. One bill, al-
lowing elementary and middle school
students an expedited retake of a SOL
exam, was included in the omnibus SOL
reform bill. This helps avoid delays, giv-
ing students the same opportunity as
those in high school. A bill I worked on
again this year, requiring local or cam-
pus law enforcement to report investi-
gations of campus sexual assault to the
Commonwealth’s Attorney within 48
hours of the victim filing a report, was
incorporated into another bill and be-

came law. Ele-
ments of my
bill requiring
f i n g e r p r i n t
b a c k g r o u n d
checks for
child-care pro-
viders were
combined into
an omnibus
c h i l d - c a r e
safety bill. My
bill, the Vir-
ginia ABLE Act, will allow families of
children with disabilities to create tax-
exempt, 529-like savings accounts for liv-
ing expenses and the future security of
loved ones. Busy but productive year in
the General Assembly.”

Busy but
Productive Year

C
ongressman Gerald E. Connolly
(D-11): “It was a busy year for
Congress which saw bipartisan

action on major, long-overdue initiatives
that will benefit every segment of our
community. For starters, Congress passed
another two-year bipartisan budget
agreement that replaces some of the dra-
conian sequester cuts, which have dis-
proportionately harmed Northern Vir-
ginia. It’s critical we maintain domestic
and defense investments, and I will con-
tinue to push for relief from sequestra-
tion.

I was proud to represent Northern Vir-
ginia on the House-Senate conference
committee that negotiated the new long-
term transportation bill – the first in 10
years, which will provide more than $530
million in new road, transit, and safety
improvements across Virginia. Congress

Highlights of 2015

Gerald E.
Connolly

also passed re-
forms to the
Medicare pay-
ment formula
to protect se-
niors and their
doctors from
harmful cuts, a
perennial prob-
lem, and place
it on a more
s u s t a i n a b l e
path. We re-
placed the unpopular No Child Left Be-
hind Act in favor of more flexible stan-
dards, and we passed new Trade Promo-
tion Authority, setting rigorous labor,
environmental, and enforcement stan-
dards for future trade deals. As you can
see, Congress finally got something sub-
stantial done this year, and I hope these
bipartisan successes will continue into
2016.”

Bipartisan Successes

Sharon Bulova

Thank You to Retir-
ing Supervisors

S
haron Bulova, Chairman of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors: “This summer, Fairfax County

showcased our impressive public safety
capabilities during the exciting World
Police and Fire Games.

In March, to build on and enhance an
already great Police Department, I con-
vened a Police Practices Review Commis-
sion.

Recommendations from this 30+
member Commission centered on use of
force, response to offenders suffering
from mental illness, communications,
oversight and recruitment. Changes re-
sulting from the work of the Commission
will help foster our culture of public trust
and ensure the fair and timely resolution

of police-in-
volved inci-
dents.

I signed on to
M i c h e l l e
O b a m a ’ s
“Mayor’s Chal-
lenge” to end
V e t e r a n
Homelessness
by the end of
2015. Thanks
to our strong
partnership with nonprofits and faith-
based organizations, homeless veterans
are now quickly identified and connected
to support services and housing.

The year 2015 was an election year for
local government. Please join me in say-
ing ‘Thank you’ to retiring supervisors
Gerry Hyland and Mike Frey and ‘Wel-
come’ to new Supervisors Dan Storck and
Kathy Smith.”

News

See A Year In Review,  Page 9

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

W
hen Fairfax County released
thousands of pages of docu-
ments and media related to
the shooting death of

Springfield resident John Geer on Jan. 30,
2015, under court order, it was the first
major act of transparency since his death
in August 2013.

Questions of accountability, transparency
and use of force by the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department and Sheriff’s Office were
discussed and debated over the course of
2015. In Geer’s case, County officials and
Police Chief Edwin Roessler initially justi-
fied the length of time spent without re-
leasing information, such as the name of
the officer who shot Geer, with ongoing in-
vestigations being carried out by the
Commonwealth’s Attorney and the Depart-
ment of Justice.

RESPONDING to the public demands,
Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon
Bulova convened a 37-member Ad Hoc
Commission to review police practices and
policies. The body met eight times between
March and October, and delivered a final
set of 142 recommendations that included

calls for creating an independent auditor
position, a civilian review board and more
robust crisis intervention training and man-
agement for dealing with individuals with
intellectual disabilities or other mental
health issues.

“We should understand policemen are
going to make mistakes, no question about
it,” commission Chairman Michael
Hirshman said when presenting the recom-
mendations to the Supervisors on Oct. 20,
“but we’ve got to make sure policies and
procedures are in place to make sure mis-
takes are fewer and less.”

In her inauguration address on Dec. 15,
Bulova acknowledged the “recommended
changes will help foster our culture of pub-
lic trust and ensure the fair and timely reso-
lution of Police-involved incidents. Our new
Board of Supervisors is tasked with follow-
ing through on the Commission’s recom-
mendations.”

Adam Torres, a former Fairfax County
Police Officer, was charged with murdering
Geer after Commonwealth’s Attorney
Raymond F. Morrogh convened a special
grand jury to decide on the matter over the
summer. Torres had remained an adminis-
trative employee of the department nearly
until his indictment.

John Geer shooting death documents
released, police practices reviewed,
in-custody deaths questioned.

2015 in Review:
Calls for Transparency
and Accountability

Photo by Tim Peterson/The Connection

Commissioner Shirley Ginwright, Chairman, Communities of Trust Com-
mittee and President of the Fairfax County chapter of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People, responds to protesters
for Natasha McKenna at the public forum of the Fairfax County police
practices review commission.
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News

H
undreds of friends, family,
constituents and county em-
ployees came on Tuesday,
Dec. 15 to see the swearing-

in of the members of the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors and constitutional of-
ficers.

Music was provided by the Chantilly High
School Orchestra. Deputy Sheriff Rob Deer
played the bagpipes, and the Fairfax County
Sheriff’s Office Singing Stars, Myrna Kinney,
Sommer Grasty and Nicole Arnet, sang the
national anthem and "America the Beauti-
ful."

Sharon Bulova was sworn in for her third
term as chairman of the Board of Supervi-
sors, although she began as Braddock Dis-
trict supervisor in 1988 and has served on
the board since then. The Board of Super-
visors consists of the chairman, elected at
large, and nine district members.

With two members of the board retiring,
there are two new members, both previ-
ously serving as members of the school
board. Daniel Storck (D-Mount Vernon) will
replace longtime supervisor Gerry Hyland

Members of Fairfax County Board of Supervisors,
constitutional officers,
sworn in.

‘Honor, Humility, Humanity’

Newly elected officials listen to Judge Penney S. Azcarate, who once
worked as a prosecutor for Fairfax County Commonwealth’s Attorney
Ray Morrogh.

Fairfax County Sheriff’s office singing stars, Myrna Kinney, Sommer
Grasty and Nicole Arnet, sang the national anthem and "America the
Beautiful."

Supervisor Jeffrey C. McKay (D-
Lee) takes the oath of office from
Judge Penney S. Azcarate. McKay
was first elected in 2007. McKay
chairs the Board’s Transportation
Committee, Legislative Committee
and co-chairs the Board’s Commit-
tee on Community Revitalization
and Reinvestment.

Supervisor John Cook (R), re-
elected to serve the Braddock
district, takes the oath of office.
Cook was first elected in 2009
when Sharon Bulova became
chairman, and is managing partner
of the Fairfax law firm Cook, Craig
& Francuzenko. Cook serves as the
Board of Supervisors’ representa-
tive to the Domestic Violence
Prevention, Policy Coordinating
Council of Fairfax County.

Judge Penney S. Azcarate adminis-
ters the oath of office to Supervi-
sor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield).
Herrity was first elected to the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors in 2007 and is a graduate of
West Springfield High School and
Virginia Tech. He is is the chief
financial officer of a local govern-
ment contractor.

(D). Kathy Smith (D-Sully) will replace
Michael Frey (R).

Other members sworn in include: John
Cook (R-Braddock), John Foust (D-
Dranesville), Penelope Gross (D-Mason),
Pat Herrity (R-Springfield), Catherine
Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill), Jeffrey McKay (D-
Lee), and Linda Q. Smyth (D-Providence).

Also sworn in on Tuesday were the three
constitutional officers, Commonwealth’s

Attorney Raymond F. Morrogh, Sheriff
Stacey A. Kincaid and Clerk of the Fairfax
Circuit Court John Frey. Three members of
the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Con-
servation District also took oaths as direc-
tors, Scott Cameron, George Lamb and
Gerald O. Peters Jr.

Judge Penney S. Azcarate, who adminis-

tered the oath of office to each, reminded
elected officials to serve with “honor, hu-
mility and humanity.”

Bulova’s inaugural speech included a note
of serious gratitude:

“In light of recent racial and cultural ten-
sions rising across the country, let us be
grateful we live in a county that celebrates
our differences and demonstrates accep-
tance and compassion for others.”

Sheriff Stacey
A. Kincaid (D)
takes the oath
of office.

Sharon Bulova (D),
re-elected to her
third term as chair-
man of the Board of
Supervisors, takes
the oath of office on
Dec. 15. Bulova was
first elected chair-
man in a special
election in 2009, and
served as Braddock
District supervisor
from 1988-2009.

Photos by Mary Kimm/The Connection
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FairfaxOpinion

T
he pages of the Connection have
been full of holiday spirit for more
than a month. Menorah lightings,
group and individual efforts to help

the needy, stories of giving, secular celebra-
tions, religious celebrations. Shopping locally.
Giving locally.

Christmas is about the birth of Jesus Christ.
Whether you believe the Christmas story liter-
ally or in spirit, you know it is the story of joy,
hope and love, the promise of redemption.

It is also about embracing the teachings of
Jesus: to love thy neighbor as thyself; to help
the needy; to feed and clothe the poor; to care
for those who are sick; to treat others as you
would have them treat you.

Matthew 7:12 “So in everything, do to oth-
ers what you would have them do to you, for
this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”

Matthew 25:35-40 “For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you came
to visit me.”

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink? When
did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? When did we

see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of

the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’”

So let us share the verse relating the birth of
Jesus from the Bible, Luke 2: 4-19:

“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out
of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (be-
cause he was of the house and lineage of
David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused
wife, being great with child. And so it was, that,
while they were there, the days were accom-
plished that she should be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room for them
in the inn.

And there were in the same country, shep-
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were
sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, ‘Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.'

And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men.’

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone
away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said one to another, ‘Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come
to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto
us.’ And they came with haste, and found Mary,
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
And when they had seen it, they made known
abroad the saying which was told them con-
cerning this child. And all they that heard it
wondered at those things which were told them
by the shepherds.”

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor’s Note about the rest of 2015: This is our
last regular edition of 2015. Next week, after
Christmas, we will publish our annual Children’s
Connection, devoted entirely to the artwork and
writing of local students. Our next regular editions
will publish Jan. 6-7, 2016, with deadline for content
and advertising of Dec. 30 (late ads accepted).

In the meantime you can reach the editors at
editors@connectionnewspapers.com and sales/
marketing/advertising at
sales@connectionnewspapers.com.

Digital replica editions of the most recent week’s
papers are available at
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/PDFs

Past issues of the Connection back to 2008 are
available at http://connectionarchives.com/PDF/

Advertising information, Special Section details
here www.connectionnewspapers.com/advertising

Sign up for a free digital subscription at
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/subscribe

We wish you hope, peace, love and joy
during this holiday season.

Merry Christmas

By Wendy Lemieux

Fairfax County Office of

Public Private Partnerships

(OP
3
)

I
t’s the most wonderful time of
the year … to help others.
Fairfax County has made it

easy with its “Forget the Fruitcake
— Ways to Give Campaign” that
promotes 11 ways to give back to
your community. Running through
the end of the year, you can do-
nate to any of these 11 county
nonprofits, foundations and agen-
cies in honor of anyone on your gift
list. It makes shopping easy and
offers you a nice tax deduction. But
best of all, it helps those organiza-
tions succeed in bringing goods
and services to those who need
them most at this time of year.

On any given day more than
67,000 people go hungry in the
county and more than 30 percent
of the students in Fairfax County

Editorial

schools are eligible for free and
reduced lunch. Despite its affluent
status, Fairfax has a population
that benefits from programs such
as “Ways to Give.” There is some-
thing for everyone on your list
whether they like animals, educa-
tion, summer fun or community
spirit. Gifts that give back include
books, a week at camp, medical
care, bikes, trees and food for the
hungry.

Through a partnership with ad
agency Williams Whittle, Fairfax
County’s Office of Public Private
Partnerships has honed the mes-

sage and the graphics which has
made a difference in the look and
feel of the campaign. Williams
Whittle liked the campaign in pre-
vious years and offered their pro-
fessionals services and contacts to
make the program even better.
And it’s resulted in numerous pro
bono advertisement and engage-
ment from community stakehold-
ers. One beneficiary of the in-
creased exposure was the Fairfax
County Restoration Project (FCRP)
— whose mission is to restore the
tree canopy in Fairfax County.
When the first ad was placed in

the Connection in mid-November,
FCRP reported a 70 percent in-
crease in visits to their website that
offers to plant five native trees in
honor of a family member or
friend.

This is the fifth year of the “Ways
to Give” campaign that so far has
resulted in an increase of 50 per-
cent in web traffic. Although do-
nation numbers won’t be available
until January, participating agen-
cies and nonprofits have reported
a surge in traffic to their sites.

To donate and learn more visit
www.GiveFairfax.net.

County promotes 11 ways to give
back to your community.

The Time to Give
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

See Calendar,  Page 9

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

FRIDAY/DEC. 25
Fourth Annual Christmas Day

“Giving Back.” 1-5 p.m.
Ravensworth Shopping Center, 5236
Port Royal Road, Springfield. Join us
for camaraderie, fellowship,
munchies and beverages - as we pack
Care Packages for our Deployed write
Care Letters for our Veterans in
Veterans Homes and Hospitals and
accept, clean gently used or new
winter coats for our local homeless
veterans. To participate or volunteer
go to
www.americasadoptasoldier.org.

J Fest and Movie Screening. 11
a.m.-3 p.m. The Jewish Community
Center of Northern Virginia, 8900
Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. “Yentl”
at 3 p.m. Interactive entertainment,
arcade games, moon bounces, etc.
Plus magician Benjamin Corey. $20/
$16 per family (up to six people).
jccnv.org. 703-323-0880.

SATURDAY/DEC. 26
Children’s Theatre: “The

Nutcracker.” 1-2:15 p.m. 3-4:15
p.m. W-3 Theatre, Workhouse Arts
Center, 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. Presented by Mestey Films
Productions. LIVE onstage!
Playwright Vianlix Mestey produces
an original re-telling of the favorite
holiday story in play form! Running
time 75 minutes with one
intermission, appropriate for all ages.
$9-$13. workhousearts.org. 703-585-
2900.

THURSDAY/DEC. 31
Cool Cow Comedy: New Year’s Eve

Special Engagement. 7-8:30 p.m.
W-3 Theatre, 9518 Workhouse Way,
Lorton. Quinn Dahle headlines a
special New Year’s Eve Edition for
Cool Cow Comedy. Quinn is a smart,
clean and witty comic with
impeccable timing. Adults. $35-$50.
http://www.coolcowcomedy.com/.

New Year’s Eve Party. 9 p.m. W-16,
9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton. Ring
in Sweet ’16 in style at the
Workhouse New Year’s Eve Party!
Your ticket includes admission to the
party, heavy hors d’oeuvres, party
favors and champagne to toast the
final countdown of 2015. Headlining
the entertainment will be award-
winning rock-n-rollers, The Sixth
Generation, performing live in the
McGuire Woods gallery with plenty
of room to dance the night away.
$40-$50. workhousearts.org. 703-

“Vietnam Combat Art.” Through
Jan. 25. Fairfax Museum and Visitor
Center, 10209 Main St., Fairfax. The
reproductions of studio art include
sketches, paintings, and illustrations
done by teams of artists employed by
the U.S. Army to record the soldier ex-
perience in Vietnam. Free.
703-385-8414.

Inaugural Workhouse Glass
National 2015. Through Jan. 17. W-
16, Vulcan Gallery, Workhouse Arts
Center, 9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Join for the family-friendly exhibitions
of glass art and the opening reception on
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 6-8 p.m.
workhousearts.org, 703-585-2900.

Children’s Theatre: “The Nut-
cracker.” 1-2:15 p.m. & 3-4:15 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 26. W-3 Theatre, Work-
house Arts Center, 9518 Workhouse
Way, Lorton. Presented by Mestey Films
Productions. Playwright Vianlix Mestey
produces an original re-telling of the
favorite holiday story in play form. Run-
ning time 75 minutes with one
intermission, appropriate for all ages.

Entertainment

Magician Ben Covey delights all at the Jewish Community
Center of Northern Virginia in Fairfax on Friday, Dec. 25.
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Ongoing
$9-$13. workhousearts.org. 703-585-
2900.

Iconic Images from the Ameri-
can Civil War. Through Dec. 31.
Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Civil
War Interpretive Center at Historic
Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. The exhibition, Between the
States: Photographs of the American
Civil War, features a selection of 110
historical photographs of the Civil War
by photographers (including renown
photographers George Barnard, Mathew
Brady, and Alexander Gardner from the
George Eastman House Collection in
Rochester, N.Y. 703-691-0560.

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe) .
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern Virginia,
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. Sha-
lom (Hello)! Did you always want to
converse in Hebrew? Join Na’ama each
week for conversational Hebrew. You will
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun and
interactive way while learning more about
Israel! Free (we ask that you try to attend
regularly). RSVP Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he year 2015 included a pair of
local programs winning both
boys’ and girls’ state champion
ships on the same day.

During the spring, the Robinson boys’ and
girls’ lacrosse teams took home state titles
at Lake Braddock Secondary School. In the
fall, Lake Braddock took home boys’ and
girls’ cross country championships at Great
Meadow.

The following is a look at some of the top
moments in Burke/Springfield/Fairfax/
Fairfax Station sports from the year 2015.

Robinson Lacrosse
Wins Two State Titles

The Robinson boys’ lacrosse team re-
turned to the top of the mountain with a
thrilling victory over nemesis Chantilly. The
Robinson girls’ team got there for the first
time, putting the finishing touch on a domi-
nant season.

June 13 was a good day for the Rams.
The Robinson boys’ and girls’ lacrosse

programs each won a state championship
on the same day at Lake Braddock Second-
ary School. The boys defeated Chantilly 10-
9 in double overtime, giving the Rams back-
to-back state titles, and the girls beat
Oakton 16-12 for their first state champi-
onship.

For the boys, it was their fourth meeting
with Chantilly during the 2015 campaign.
After Robinson won the regular-season
meeting, Chantilly defeated the Rams in the
Conference 5 championship game and the
6A North region final. The Chargers led 9-
8 in the final minute of regulation of the
state final, but Robinson’s Johnny Daniel
scored with 36 seconds remaining and
forced overtime. Chapman Jasien scored the
game-winner in the second overtime.

Jasien, Daniel and Chris White each
scored three goals for Robinson.

The Robinson girls defeated Oakton for
the third time, including a 15-6 victory in
the region final. The Rams finished the sea-

son with a 21-1 record, won their final 15
games and captured Conference 5 and 6A
North region championships along with
their state title.

Izzy Obregon scored four goals for
Robinson. Elli Kluegel, Katie Checkosky and
Mackenzie Schuler each scored three goals.

Lake Braddock Boys,
Girls XC Win
State Titles

The Lake Braddock boys’ and girls’ cross
country teams took home state titles on Nov.
13 at Great Meadow.

The boys’ team repeated as state champion
and finished in the top two for the third straight
season. The Bruins posted a score of 46, well
ahead of second-place Madison (106).

Senior Colin Schaefer (fourth, 16:02),
junior Conor Lyons (eighth,16:16), senior
Spencer Jolley (11th, 16:24) and senior
Cavanaugh McGaw (14th, 16:26) each
earned individual all-state honors for the
Bruins.

The girls’ team won its first state title since
2012 and finished in the top two for the
second straight year. The Bruins finished
with a score of 44, knocking off two-time
defending state champion Oakton (76).

Lake Braddock junior Kate Murphy won
the individual state title with a time of
18:20. Sophomore Sarah Daniels (10th,
19:07), junior Emily Schiesl (11th, 19:10)
and senior Sonya Butseva (14th, 19:19) also
earned all-state honors for the Bruins.

SoCo Football Beats
Lake Braddock in OT

South County and Lake Braddock entered
their regular-season matchup on Nov. 6 as
the last two undefeated football teams re-
maining in the 6A North region.

The Bruins built a 27-7 first-half lead on

their home field and appeared to stop the
Stallions on fourth-and-goal from the 1-yard
line. However, an observant play by South
County quarterback DeAndre Clayton re-
sulted in a touchdown and the first step in
a Stallions comeback.

South County running back DeMarcus
Ramsey fumbled on the fourth-and-goal
carry and Clayton scooped the ball up and
scored a touchdown, cutting the Lake
Braddock lead to 13. By the end of the night,
South County had overcome a 20-point
deficit and defeated Lake Braddock 33-30
in overtime in both teams’ regular-season
finale. The victory wrapped up an unde-
feated regular season and the Conference
7 championship for the Stallions, who en-
tered the postseason as the region’s No. 1
seed.

Lake Braddock had won at least a share
of the previous six Conference 7/Patriot
District championships.

Ramsey finished the night with 30 car-
ries for 157 yards and two touchdowns, in-
cluding the game-winning 10-yard touch-
down run on the first play of the Stallions’
overtime possession.

Top Sports Moments from 2015

Photo by Ed Lull

Lake Braddock junior Kate Murphy
won the individual 6A state cross
country title and helped the Bruins
capture the team championship on
Nov. 13.

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

The Robinson girls’ lacrosse team won the program’s first state title in
2015, beating Oakton in the 6A state final on June 13.

Photo by Ed Lull

The Lake Braddock boys’ cross country team repeated as state champion
on Nov. 13.

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

The Robinson boys’ lacrosse program repeated as 6A state champion
with a 10-9 double overtime win over Chantilly on June 13.

Rams lax, Bruins XC win boys,
girls state titles
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COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

To Advertise
Your Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9422

Christmas Eve Service 7:30 PM
Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM

Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org

Jubilee Christian Center

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax • Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR 703-383-1170

“Loving People
to Life”

Maplewood Grill
Bring the Bunch for Brunch!

132 Branch Road, S.E., Vienna, VA • 703-281-0070 • Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com

Open 7 days a week, lunch and dinner.

Join us for New Year’s Eve
celebrations • Reserve Now!

Open New Year’s Day
Dinner starting at 4 P.M.

Happy Holidays from

From Page 7

Calendar

585-2900.

SATURDAY/JAN. 2
"Lady Pancake and Sir French

Toast.” 11 a.m. Barnes and Noble
Springfield, 6646 Loisdale Road,
Springfield. Lady Pancake and Sir
French Toast have a beautiful
friendship — until they discover that
there’s ONLY ONE DROP of maple
syrup left. Activities to follow. 703-
971-5383.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 6
Read! Build! Play! 10:30 a.m. Burke

Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Let’s read a story, build
with DUPLOs, and play with friends!
Have fun with your little one while
building early literacy skills. Ages 3-5
with caregiver. 703-249-1520.

THURSDAY/JAN. 7
Legos in the Library. 4:30 p.m.

Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. LEGOS await you
and your imagination! Bring a friend
or make new ones while you build.
Age 6-12. 703-249-1520.

SATURDAY/JAN. 9

"I’ll Never Let You Go” Storytime.
11 a.m. Barnes and Noble
Springfield, 6646 Loisdale Road,
Springfield. When you love someone,
you stand by them no matter what
happens.

In this month’s Picture Book of the
Month, I’ll Never Let you Go, we
celebrate the beauty of unconditional
love. 703-971-5383.

Kristen Ford. 9-11 p.m. Dogfish Head
Alehouse, 13041 Lee Jackson
Memorial Highway, Fairfax. Kristen
Ford’s indie music fuses folk, reggae,
country, and blues with a healthy
dose of rock and roll.
www.kristenfordmusic.com.

Second Saturday at the
Workhouse. 6-9 p.m. 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. See the
happenings at the Workhouse.
www.workhousearts.org. 703-585-
2900.

SUNDAY/JAN. 10
Historic Cemeteries of Northern

Virginia. 2 p.m. Fairfax Museum
and Visitor Center, 10209 Main St.,
Fairfax. Book talk and signing with
local historian and author Charles A.
Mills, who will explore the stories of
the famous and not-so-famous people
buried in local cemeteries. Free. 703-
385-8414.

TUESDAY/JAN. 12

Genealogy 101-Getting Started. 1-2
p.m. Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke
Lake Road, Burke. Get help starting
your search for your ancestors. Small
group sessions on topics to assist you
in a successful search. Session One
focuses on organizing your charts
and research logs. Get advice using
library online resources like Ancestry
and Heritage Quest. Adults.703-978-
5600.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 13
SCWC Birthday Party Featuring

the Sojourners. 11:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m. Find out how the Springfield
Christian Women’s Connection
started. Presentation by Sheryl
Buckner entitled “Abandoned But Not
Forgotten.” Luncheon, door prizes,
new friendships. Complementary
childcare. $20. RSVP by Friday, Jan.
8. SpringWmConn@yahoo.com. 703-
922-6438.

Mass Murderers and Criminal
Minds. 7:30-9 p.m. W-3 Theatre,
9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton. Dr.
Roger Depue, retired FBI Special
Agent and one of the pioneers of the
FBI’s Behavior Science, talks about
identifying violent fantasies,
“leakage” and warning signs before
violent behavior takes place.
workhousearts.org. 703-584-2900.

From Page 3

A Year In Review
At his Aug. 19 arraignment, the trial date for

Torres was set for Dec. 14, however a recent ex-
tension was granted to the defense, pushing the
trial back to April 2016.

Bruce Waggoner, President of the Springfield
Civic Association, said the work of the Police De-
partment is admirable for the most part, as are
the efforts of the Ad Hoc commission. But the han-
dling of the Geer incident, he said, “just under-
mined it all. They’ve got to rebuild that.”

The case of 37-year-old Natasha McKenna was
another that developed the use of force dialog.
McKenna died while incarcerated and in the cus-
tody of the Sheriff ’s Office in February. In Sep-
tember, the office released a video of McKenna,
an African-American woman who struggled with
mental illness, being removed from her holding
cell for transportation to Alexandria police. As she
resisted multiple deputies, she was forced to the
ground and restrained before receiving four blasts
from a deputy’s taser.

Local community members and supporters from
around the region demonstrated before and dur-

ing a public forum meeting of the Ad Hoc com-
mission at Walt Whitman Middle School in Mount
Vernon on Sept. 14.

McKenna’s death was attributed to “excited
delirium” by the medical examiner’s office. Com-
monwealth Attorney Raymond F. Morrogh stated
in a 52-page report after he concluded his inves-
tigation that it was a “tragic accident” and none
of the deputies had committed a criminal offense.

IN RESPONSE to those results, the Fairfax
County NAACP staged a rally for McKenna at the
Fairfax County Courthouse on Sept. 27.

“Anyone who watched the 48-minute video re-
leased last week of Natasha McKenna’s last con-
scious moments cannot help but be horrified,”
Fairfax County NAACP President Shirley
Ginwright said in a statement at the time.
Ginwright was also a member of Bulova’s Ad Hoc
commission. “Those who have read the 52-page
report from Fairfax County Commonwealth’s At-
torney Raymond Morrogh and his conclusion that
it was a ‘tragic accident’ cannot help but wonder,
‘What video was he watching?’”
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9 Land

5 ACRES,
R-1, Lorton,

Sub-dividable,
Price $599,000.

Public Water Access and 
6 Bedroom Perk Approved

Beautiful Horses next 
door, Call Bob at 

703-690-6969

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CHESAPEAKE/POTOMAC 

WINDOW CLEANING
Residential Specialist/Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Broken Window Springs

30 yrs Experience in local area

Licensed 703-356-4459 Insured

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION
Do what 

you can, with
what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

EmploymentEmployment
SANA'S HAIR DESIGN-

BURKE
We have an immediate opening for a 

stylist with some clientele. Good 
commission, good bonus! Call Hermiz 
703-508-8890 or Jessy 202-277-1344.

S/W Devlprs, Apps
Oberthur Technologies of America Corp.
has an opportunity in Chantilly, VA & at

other various unanticipated worksites for a
Sr. Smartcard Tech Supp Eng – Telecom.

Mail resume to Attn: HR, 4250
Pleasant Valley Rd, Chantilly, VA 20151,

Ref #CHAMSI. Must be legally auth to work
in the U.S w/out sponsoship. EOE.

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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News

The Fairfax Choral
Society Adult

Symphonic Chorus
joined the City of

Fairfax Band on
several pieces as

part of the “Christ-
mas in Fairfax”

program.

Conductor Robert Pouliot (right) leads the City of Fairfax Band in its
“Christmas in Fairfax” program on Dec. 19 at Fairfax High School.

A City of Fairfax Band
brass quintet per-
forms prior to the

full band’s program
on Dec. 19.

Fairfax Band Premieres New
Piece at Annual Christmas Concert
R

eturning guest host John Lyon may
have rolled out the same traditional
folk songs “Santa Claus Express”

and “The Marvelous Toy,” but the City of
Fairfax Band balanced the old with the new,
premiering “Laudem Nativitatis” by Randol
Alan Bass.

Bass was present in the packed Fairfax
High School auditorium for the band’s free
“Christmas in Fairfax” performance on Dec.
19. Prior to the premiere, the band per-
formed his arrangement of “The Night Be-
fore Christmas” with Lyon narrating.

The night’s program also featured several
excerpts from Tchaikovsky’s “The Nut-
cracker” suite, collaboration with the Fairfax
Choral Society Adult Symphonic Chorus and
“A Christmas Celebration” medley by Alfred
Reed.

—Tim Peterson

Photos by Tim Peterson

The Connection

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9416. The deadline for submissions is the
Friday prior to publication. Dated announce-
ments should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event.

THURSDAYS/DEC. 3-FEB. 3
Grief Support Group. 10:30 a.m.-noon.

Clifton Presbyterian Church, 12748 Richards
Lane, Clifton. The Clifton Presbyterian
Church is offering to the church and
community a Grief Support Group for those
who have experienced a recent death and
loss in their lives. This group will offer a safe
and supportive place for participants to
explore ways to walk the journey of grief and
to “wrestle” with difficult, and sometimes
unanswerable, questions. Dec. 3, 10, 17; Jan.
7, 12, 21, 28; Feb. 3. office@cliftonpc.org.
703-830-3175.

SATURDAY/JAN. 9
Sickle Cell Anemia Disease and Trait

Seminar. 12:30 p.m. Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. Come get the facts and what
you need to know about the disease and trait
from guest speaker Barbara Harrison, MS,
Certified Genetic Counselor, Howard University
Center for Sickle Cell Disease. Free. RSVP by
Jan. 5 to Project13@fcacdst.org.

THURSDAY/JAN. 14
How to Get the Best from Your Cable

Company. 7-8:30 p.m. Kings Park Library,
9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke. Having trouble
with your cable services? Learn how deal with
cable service problems like outages, blurry
screens and frustrating customer service. Learn
tips to save money, file complaints and make
your community safer from an expert. Adults.
703-978-5600.

FRIDAY/JAN. 22
Keeping up with the Kids. Kings Park

Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke. Learn
the basics with our one-on-one technology
volunteer about the social networking tools
that can help you stay in touch with your
kids and grandkids. Adults. 703-978-5600.

TUESDAY/JAN. 26
Fairfax 50+ Community Ambassador

Program. 9:30 a.m.-noon. Pennino
Building, 12011 Government Center
Parkways, Suite 206, Fairfax. This volunteer
program trains members of Fairfax County
community organizations to help link their
fellow members to the county’s services for
older adults and caregivers. Contact Mena
Nakhla at 703-324-5859 or by email at
Mena.Nakhla@fairfaxcounty.gov by
Wednesday, Jan. 20.

Bulletin Board

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified

PUBLIC HEARING FOR TOWN OF CLIFTON
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SPECIAL USE PERMIT

PUBLIC HEARING OF TOWN OF 
CLIFTON TOWN COUNCIL

JANUARY 5, 2016

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Clifton Town Council 
will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 5, 2016 at 7:30 
P.M. at the Town Meeting Hall, 12641 Chapel Road, Clifton, 
VA 20124 to consider the amendment of the special use permit 
of the Clifton Café,  located at 7144 Main Street, to include an 
expansion of the use, including, but not limited to, the
increase in number of seats, inside and outside; an increase in 
parking onsite; expansion of the hours of operation;   increase 
in employees.   The application for the proposed amendment 
to the Clifton Café’s special use permit is available for review 
and downloading on the Town’s website at www.clifton-va.com 
and a hard copy may be examined at the Clifton Post
Office, 12644 Chapel Road, Clifton VA, 20124. All interested 
parties are invited to attend and express their views with re-
spect to the requested amendment to the Clifton Café’s special 
use permit.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR TOWN OF CLIFTON
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE TOWN CODE

JANUARY 5, 2016

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Clifton Town Council 
and the Town of Clifton Planning Commission will hold a joint 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 5, 2016 at the Town 
Meeting Hall, 12641 Chapel Road, Clifton, VA 20124, directly 
after the special use permit hearing at 7:30 P.M, to review
and implement proposed changes to the fee schedule for use 
permit applications and other items pertaining to the adminis-
tration of use permit applications in the Town Code Section 9-
10 c. The proposed changes are available for review and 
downloading on the Town’s website at www.clifton-va.com and 
a hard copy may be examined at the Clifton Post Office, 12644 
Chapel Road, Clifton VA, 20124. All interested parties are
invited to attend and express their views with respect to the 
proposed changes to Clifton’s Town Code.
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Latinos como tú sirviendo a nuestra comunidad

703-444-7804
www.VAGoldBuyers.com

21580
Atlantic Blvd.

#120
Sterling,
VA 20166

• We are Local
• We Buy Gold, Silver and Diamonds
• Over 40,000 Satisfied Customers
• We are Licensed and Specialize in State Sales

Not Ready to Sell? Please call us
 for our Lending Options!

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers
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