
Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  Children’s Gazette Packet  ❖  2015 - 2016  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Address Service Requested

To: 1604 King St.,

Alexandria, VA  22314

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

25 Cents

Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper December 31, 2015

ChildrenChildren’s Gazette Packet 2015s Gazette Packet 2015Children’s Gazette Packet 2015

Gazette PacketGazette Packet
AlexandriaAlexandria
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at George Washington
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Welcome
Dear Readers:

This week, the Gazette Packet
turns over its pages to the youth
and students.

We asked principals and teach-
ers from area schools to encour-
age students to contribute their
words, pictures and photos for our
annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was
enormous. While we were unable
to publish every piece we received,
we did our best to put together a
paper with a fair sampling of the
submitted stories, poems, draw-
ings, paintings, photographs and
other works of art. Because of the
response, we will continue to pub-
lish more artwork and writings
throughout January.

We appreciate the extra effort
made by school staff to gather the
materials during their busy time
leading up to the holidays. We’d
also like to encourage both schools
and parents to mark their 2016
calendars for early December, the
deadline for submissions for next
year’s Children’s Gazette Packet.
Please keep us in mind as your
children continue to create spec-
tacular works of art and inspiring
pieces of writing in the coming
year.

The children’s issue is only a part
of our year-round commitment to
cover education and our local
schools. As always, the Gazette
Packet welcomes letters to the edi-
tor, story ideas, calendar listings
and notices of local events from
our readers. Photos and other sub-
missions about special events at
schools are especially welcome for
our weekly schools pages.

Our preferred method for mate-
rial is e-mail, which should be sent
to gazette@connectionnews
papers.com, but you can reach us
by mail at 1606 King St., Alexan-
dria, VA 22314 or call 703-778-
9415 with any questions.

— Editor Steven Mauren

Children’s Gazette Packet

The Alexandria
Children’s Gazette Packet

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this publication
and 14 sister publications

available at
www.connectionnewpapers.com/

documents

For information on
advertising, email

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

For information on
local content, email

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Maury Elementary

Makayla Jackson, grade 5 Emma Crane, Mia Medearis, and Tori
Medearis, grade 5

Zachary Harris, grade 4

Kalina Kaufmann, grade 4

Dane Blackwood, grade 4

Sally Cox, grade 3

Seamus White, grade 3

Matthew Smallman, grade 3 Isabella Velez, grade 2

Vivian Scott, grade 1

Cam McBride, grade 1

Jackson Carroll, kindergarten
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Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy

Meyla Ruffin, kindergarten

Colette Townes, grade 1

Noah David, grade 1

Victor Amari, grade 1

Cale Chimera, grade 2

Gracie Bobotek, grade 2

Hollis Brown, grade 2

Allegra James,
grade 3

Cooper
Southworth,
grade 3

Ethan Stone,
grade 3

Aiden McKelligan, grade 4 Anais Joubert, grade 4

Isabella Stone, grade 4

Addison Doxey,
kindergarten

Catalina Ibanez Mora,
kindergarten
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MS program
in Biotechnology

http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

One year with rolling admission

Fall 2016 deadline is 5/1/16

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

A Japanese Noh Play written by Catherine Sosa for Ms. Ragland’s 6th Grade The-
ater Class.

Japanese Noh Play
Messy: No moon will reveal
the black pearls ascension.
Leslie: The water of life receding as the black orb rises.
A new filth on the old mound will not freshly show
under the moonless weeds, dark,
the wound lies hidden.
A gaping mouth of green pain screams silently.
Messy: Where you see a mound of earth-
-once stood a house.
Leslie: Swamp soup of mosquito eggs-
larvae floating dead.
Possums, rats scurry from a swollen shack
A shack of tar paper and pine and infinite hunger.
Black tar of forgotten men
rotting in the moonless swamp
Hatred stewing in the heat and boiling in the cold-
Where bodies are collected and hell keeps count.
The devil’s son toys viciously
with all who wander here.
A wretched need craving, shrouded in a vicious play.
Haunted tales tell and retell his deadly mischief.
Messy: If you see a light in the distance.
Leslie: If you see a light in the distance, do not follow it
He will lead you to your death
in the blackened and swamp
Twelve graves shine with fresh darkness,
the old house trembles
Counting one & two children with no shoes
And three, four are hanging on the door
Counting thick- come lay upon sticks.
Counting more (and more to come) ‘til none left.
To dig and delve and the last one, the last one is gone.
Messy: The demon born in the swamp mutilates his prey.
Leslie: Thrown away by his mother’s hand, he laughs at your fear.
Now hiding his shame, feeding his terrible hunger.
The youngest child given to the devil.
Too many mouths to feed, too many children.
Screaming at the hungry night, forsaken by God
Leslie: Little lost boy, your words are two bereft of hope
No one is truly forsaken of God’s guiding light.
Messy: You could guide me home again-
just you follow this light
Leslie: We cannot leave our circle,
how will you find your home?
Messy: Come closer to me if you wish to see
hell’s hopeless land.
Leslie: Fearful words for one so young,
your face as cold as death.
Messy: Do not look at me but follow,
Follow my darkness home.
Leslie: So cold and bitter!
Have you never known a mother’s love?
Messy: Barren was another’s love- my master is death
Leslie: Does no human part remain? why appear to us?
Messy: You are but bodies to count.
I hate your questions.
Leslie: Child hidden in the darkness, his lanterns grow dim
Now the lamp no longer shines-
now he disappears
The air heavy with moisture,
still hold his presence
The witches tremble,
a chilling with the whispers past.
Messy: Where has he gone? Has he vanished into the night?
Leslie: Come back to the circle. Stay calm, we are protected here. Let us make

our evening devotion. We begin our search tomorrow.
Messy: See us safe to sleep, dear goodness of protection.

— Catherina Sosa, grade 6

Francis C. Hammond Middle
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Patrick

Henry

Elementary

Angel
Hernandez

Arevalo, 11,
grade 5

Maya Huddle, 9, grade 4

Nour
Khachnaoui,
8, grade 3

Mount

Vernon

Community

School

Lola
Carpio,
grade 3

Douglas

MacArthur

Elementary

Photo of dog Waffles
taken by Mia Halsey, 6,
kindergarten

Bilal
Chema,
12,
grade
6

Maddie
Foster,
6,
grade
1
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Washington Street UMC Preschool

Camilla Varsalona, 4 Emerson Mancari, 4 Louisa Berberich, 4

Liesl Schildknecht, 4

Gemma
Cordts, 4

Melissa
Purtell, 4
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Najem Johnson, grade 10

Maggie Bell, grade 11

Grayson Schmidt, grade 6

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School

Hidden Beauty
I pity the bee
The harmless insect
That nourishes our world
And yet
We are afraid of it.

No empathy for its useful ways,
No keen eye for the brightness it provides.

And when it (seldom) stings
It is only an act of
Defense
Towards those who don’t know its
Worth

— Florence Kane, grade 8

Sisters
They sit on the porch laughing
I look at their fun
They play games and act silly
And I think to myself
Those two girls

They pounce and play in the grass
Forgetting the troubles of the world
I wish I could do that
And I think to myself
Those two girls

They share my interests
And watch over me
As if I am interesting
And I think to myself
Those two girls

When I am sad they comfort me
When I feel triumphant
They raise me up
And I think to myself
Those two girls

They love me with all their heart
A love so vast
So hard to explain
I smile and think to myself
Those two wonderful girls

— Conrad McIntosh, grade 7

Planes
Mechanical birds
Ascending, soaring, cruising
Slicing through the sky
Transporters

— Justin Alexandre, grade 12

Pets
Shedding fur on clothes
The priceless love in return
Forever in debt

— Chase Goree, grade 12

Summer
Warm sand on my feet
The beaming sun on my face
Eternal happiness

— Katherine Kiklis, grade 12

Pens
Thoughts alive
Translating, altering, listening
Ideas unfold into stories
Imagination

— Taylor Moran, grade 12

Birthday
I wake up happy
Dancing around my bedroom
All day a good mood

— Madison Garrett, grade 12

Sloane O’Connor, grade 6 Nicholas Gerson, Grade 12

Mikki Taye, grade 5

Kurt Gehlhoff, grade 5
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St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School

Maggie Traverse, grade 8

Haley Lehman, grade 3 Griffin Boston, grade 3

Ella Tovares grade 6

Carter
Stimson,
grade 3
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St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School

Adrienne Lai, grade 7

Bjorn Davidson, grade 8 Adrienne Atkins, grade 12

Tripp Pratt, grade 7

Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages,
the first week of
every month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle
sections, the
second week of
every month.
Peek at the top
real estate sales,
glimpse over-the-
top remodeling
projects, get prac-
tical suggestions
for your home.

Celebrate
students, camps,
schools,
enrichment
programs,
colleges and
more in our
A-plus:
Education,
Learning, Fun
pages, the third
week of every
month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call
703-778-9431
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Burgundy Farm Country Day School

Carolina Jane Sramek, kindergarten

Henry Daggett, kindergarten

Kian Hajiha, kindergarten

Anna Murchison, kindergarten

Emma Aaron, kindergarten

Stefan Djokovic, kindergarten

A fearless
dachshund who
lives at the Hotel
del Coronado,
California, befriends
a young girl named
Izzy and takes her
on adventures
around the island.

Available at the
Alexandria
Farmers’ Market
(Patricia Palermino’s booth), Amazon.com & www.ozdogofthedel.com

Introducing a New Children’s Story in Rhyme
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

George Washington Middle

Annan Abbas, grade 7

Ariam Tecle, grade 7

Aristedes Paz Mendoza, grade 7

Ava L. Moultrop, grade 6

Bea Campagne, grade 8

Bianca Castillo2, grade 8

Brayan Baten Baten, grade 8

Claire Robitaille, grade 8

Paisley Prentiss, grade 7

Treshaun Glenn, grade 8

Call today!
703-549-5067

www.graceschoolalex.org
3601 Russell Rd., Alexandria, VA

Grace
Episcopal

School

Open House
Wednesday,

January 20th
9:30–11:30
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George Washington Middle

Emma Davies, grade 7

Adrianna Vega Cruz, grade 7

Brayan Cordova Guevara, grade 7

Carlos Canales Martinez, grade 8

Casey Dugan, grade 7

Elizabeth Considine, grade 8

Emma Welther, grade 7

Gabby Clark, grade 8

Grace Williams, grade 6

Jack P Delnegro, grade 7
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George Washington Middle

Julianna Frank, grade 7 Julienne Joven, grade 7

Kyle Burbage, grade 7

Nikolai Kosinski, grade 7

Oscar Ortiz, grade 8

Sarah Elpers, grade 7

Alexandra Berman, grade 8 David Anthony, grade 8

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials

RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

• Split Pea Soup
 • Venison Medallions
  • Beef Wellington
    • Rack of Lamb
      • Bouillabaisse
         • Dover Sole
            • Coq au Vin

• Cassoulet

Le Refuge was rated #1 in Alexandria
on TripAdvisor. Thank you for your

continued support.
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

Samuel Tucker Elementary

Farah, 7, grade 2 David, 7, grade 2 Fernando, 7, grade 2 Carlos, 7, grade 2 Raphael, 7, grade 2

Brianna Osei Yeboah,
grade 4 — Mirror
Tessellation Playing
Cards

Billie Rivera, grade 4
— Mirror Tessellation
Playing Cards

Erica Archie, grade 4
— Mirror Tessellation
Playing Cards

Nicholas Kimball,
grade 4 — Mirror
Tessellation Playing
Cards

Ashley, grade 1 — My Bed
Room inspired Vincent Van
Gogh

Lily Garrison, grade 1 — My
Bedroom, inspired by
Vincent Van Gogh

Christian Garcia, grade 1 —
My Bedroom, inspired by
Vincent Van Gogh

Talya Samake, grade 1 —
My Bedroom, inspired by
Vincent Van Gogh

Zuri Akiti, grade 1 —
Fall Trees

Christopher Flores,
grade 1 — Fall Trees

Derick Hernandez,
grade 1 — Fall Trees

Erika Figuera, grade 5 —
Tessellations inspired by
M.C. Escher
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Samuel Tucker Elementary

Silvia, 7, grade 2 Yovana, 7, grade 2

Alda, 7, grade 2

Diego, 7, grade 2 Adeara, 7, grade 2

Grey Duckett, grade 4 —
Two -point Perspective
Stores

Zamaria Johnston, grade 4
— Two-point Perspective
Stores

Ava Powers, grade 4 —
Two-point Perspective
Stores

Wilmer Munoz, grade 4 —
Two-point Perspective
Stores

Yoseph Hassan, grade 5 —
Tessellations inspired by
M.C. Escher

Rakeb Shewarega, kinder-
garten — Sad Self-portraits,
inspired by Pablo Picasso

Sara Abed, kindergarten —
Sad Self-portraits, inspired
by Pablo Picasso

Anthony Gust, kindergarten
— Sad Self-portraits, in-
spired by Pablo Picasso

Awazim Koukpamou, kin-
dergarten — Sad Self-
portraits, inspired by Pablo
Picasso

Lorien Kuhn, kindergarten
— Sad Self-portraits, in-
spired by Pablo Picasso

Anthony Mayorga, grade 5
— Tessellations inspired by
M.C. Escher
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon;
2:00 pm (en Español); 6:30 pm
Monday-Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
En Español: Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;

First Friday,
7:30 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration:
Wednesday: 6:00 pm;
Thursday: 7:00 pm; First Friday:
following 9:00 am Mass & 7:00 pm
Confession:
Wednesday, 6:00 pm;
Saturday, 8:00 am, 4:00 pm
En Español:
Sunday, 1:10 pm;
Saturday, 6:00 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

Grace Episcopal School

The Life
Of a Clock
I am built
I tick
I tock
Nothing can stop me
I cannot stop myself
In people’s eyes I see
Wistfulness
Impatience
Nervousness
Boredom
One sweep of my hands
sends people scurrying off
to the things that they must do
And that is the long and short of
it

– Eve Scott, 9,

grade 4

Lauren Feeley, 9,
grade 3

Hugh Sullivan, 9,
grade 3

Pat Kirby, 9, grade 4

Kate Lorentz, 10,
grade 4

Jacob Slattery, 10,
grade 5

Willa Johnson, 6,
grade 1Natalie Newton, 6,

grade 1

Tanush Chava, 7,
grade 2 Tarun Chava, 7, grade

2

Baynes Cheron, 7,
grade 2

Miles Dewey, 7, grade 2
Jack Graham, 7, grade
2

Jake Hahn, 8, grade 2

Cece Huff, 7, grade 2

Anne McCormack, 7,
grade 2

Gabriel Murphy, 7,
grade 2

Georgia Neaderland,
8, grade 2

Jack Rutter, 7, grade 2
Connor Halsted, 8,
grade 2
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Alexandria Country Day School

Purple
Purple is my favorite color.
Purple is me drinking a cold glass of grape juice
Purple is a pretty, lacy dress.
Purple is my backpack perfect and striped.
Purple tastes like a perfect grape just picked off its vine.
Purple smells like lavender- very fresh.
Purple sounds like a pretty bird flying in the wind.
Purple feels like you’re anxious and something big is about to happen.
Purple looks like a bright, colorful butterfly.
Purple makes me feel wonderful.
Purple is the best color to me.
PURPLE

– Reeves Versaggi, 9, grade 4

Aiden Stinebower, grade 5

Alex Eskew, grade 6 Ana Bach, grade 7

Baden Reynolds, grade 6

Cara Katz, grade 7

Doug Altree, grade 5
Elijah Therway, grade 2

Evelyn Tucker, grade 5

Gabby Ros, grade 6

Madeleine Campbell, grade
1

Jake Clark, grade 3

Max Daleiden-Guilen, grade
2

Mia Katsos, grade 2

Paige Mattson, grade 1

Rheese Stinebower, grade 2

Sarah Friedrichs, grade 5

Thomas Carpenter, grade 1

Virginia Campbell, grade 6

George Woodford, grade 1
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VARIETY
STORE

Est. 1958

Experience
the Nostalgia
of an old-time

Five & Dime Store

“If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”

Hollin Hall
Shopping Center

7902 Fort Hunt Rd.,
Alexandria, VA 22308

703-765-4110
hhvs@vacoxmail.com

Exp. 1/31/16

Independent Submissions

A poem from Cora Kelly Elementary 4th grader Imena
Samson-Bryant, 10.

Photograph by Natasha Edwards, 11, Alexandria
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Family Legends of Alexandria

Family Legends of Alexandria is a program of Living Leg-
ends of Alexandria designed to help children connect to the
past and their future. The program was launched in 2011 by
teaching artist Sushmita Mazumdar and Living Legends
founder Nina Tisara. Family Legends collaborates with
schools, museums, and community institutions to sponsor
Storybook-making Workshops, where children interview and
document stories of family members and then create their
own books with original text, photographs and art.

In 2015, in addition to a Halloween Workshop at the Alex-
andria Black History Museum, the Family Legends
Storybook-making program was included in the Alexandria

“Cora Kelly Book Club” students celebrate their work
with Teaching Artist Sushmita Mazumdar. Children
participating in the six-part class, “Sharing Stories of
Heritage through Bookmaking” display their works of
art as they prepare to read at the Hispanic Heritage
Festival in October. Angeli, Ceajah, Fatima, Josue,
Luis, Odalys, and Trinity interviewed family members,
took notes, wrote the stories into books, illustrated
them with their drawings, and photographed one
another for the Author’s Bio page in their books. The
project took place in collaboration with Family Leg-
ends of Alexandria, an initiative of Living Legends of
Alexandria, in September and October 2015.

City Public Schools Summer Enrichment Program held at Lyles
Crouch Academy and Patrick Henry Elementary School. Stu-
dents at Douglas MacArthur Elementary School met and
talked with Legends as part of the “Legends as Speakers” pro-
gram in support of the PTA Reflections contest. Family
Legends played a part in the Hispanic Heritage Month Cel-
ebration at Cora Kelly Recreation Center following a six-week
“Book Club.” Some of those students read their stories aloud
at Market Square on the morning of the Scottish Walk and
later carried the Family Legends banner in the Walk.

Here are their stories.

Eggs with Srubel
This book is dedicated to my sister

Jennifer. She is pretty.
My Mom’s name is Marina. My Mom

is 34 years old. She loves to eat fish with
lemon. Her favorite colors are blue,
white, and black. She loves squirrels.
She is beautiful.

One day, my mom was cooking break-
fast. She needs 15 eggs for the family.
She was going to the market. There
were no more. She went to Target and
she found some. “Yay I found it,” and we
were eating m.m.m yum. The End.

— Odalys, age 8

Pancakes
This book is dedicated to my dad

Henry because he makes me happy.
My dad’s name is Henry. My dad

sometimes takes me to his work. The
people at his work were nice to me.
When my dad goes to work early he or-
ders food for me and they deliver it
home. One morning, when I was in first
grade, my dad made pancakes. I ate 3
pancakes with maple syrup. They tasted
good. My dad ate with me. He was
proud of me. He mixed flour and eggs
and milk all together and put it on a
pan. He turned on the stove and there
was fire. He cooked it. It was the first
time he had made pancakes. I was very
proud of him.

— Angely, age 7

Forgetful Dad
This book is dedicated to my dad

Bene because he makes me smile.
My dad’s name is Bene. He is 52 years

old. He likes red. He likes to color. My
dad has black hair. My dad likes to run.
I live with my mom and dad. My aunt
has a daughter and her name is
Samantha, my aunt’s name is Blanca
and her favorite color is blue.

I was with my aunt when my dad
came to get me. But he forgot his car
keys So he went to get them and he left
me at a party. The party was at my
aunt’s friend’s house. We ate rice and we
played tag. A boy named Brian was
there. He is my cousin. It was fun.

I was sleepy and I was going to my
aunt’s house so my parents came to pick
me up. So when I was at home I was
sleepy, so I did not watch TV, I did not
get to play on my iPad or my phone. I
was so tired, so I went to bed. They turn
the light off and I dreamed about what
happened at the party.

— Fatima, age 8

Cheerleader
This book is dedicated to my friend,

because if they were not my friend, I
would not be who I am now.

Karen has worked as an accountant
for many years. While she worked as an
accountant, she was also a Redskins
cheerleader. She has a daughter named
Brooke. Karen remembers everyone’s
birthday. She loves to throw parties. She
has a husband. They have a dog name
Bronco. Brooke loves to go on rides.

She loved to be a Redskins cheer-
leader. Then, she had a kid which made
her not be able to cheer so then she had
to leave. Then she gave birth to Brooke.
She did not want to do it anymore, she
got married.

— Cece, age 10

The Tree Thief
This book is dedicated to my dad and

my mom Mariana because this story is
about the day they met.

In the past my dad went to school.
When school was over, my dad went to
cut a tree with my mom. He was 12 and
she was 11. Her name is Mariana. Then
someone came to take the tree and my
dad was super mad because a robber
took the tree. Then my grandpa, Juan,
listened to my dad. Then my mom went
to my dad’s house. Mom said, “I know
who took the tree. A man named John
Jean.” My dad’s name is Endlox. He lives
in Honduras.

— Josue, age 9

Stolen Bike
This book is dedicated to Wendy. She

came from El Salvador three months ago
and she taught me how to ride my bike.

My sister’s name is Wendy. She is 12
years old. She was born in El Salvador
and came to Alexandria recently. She
has black eyes and black hair. Her bike
was stolen.

One day, my family were going to get
Wendy. We got her and we headed
home. We got there and Wendy said
happily, “I always called you and I loved
you.” She was very kind.

One day, a robber came and stole her
bike. The next day we wanted to use our
bikes to go to the park. But we noticed
something. It was gone. So I only got to
use my bike. She said, “I am sad. I wish
that I still had my bike,” she said sadly.

My mom was sad and she thought for
a while. She had an idea. She got my
scooter and she said to me “Give this to
Wendy and she might feel better.” “It
might work,” I said. I gave it to her and
she felt better. But she needed help.

— Luis, age 8

Trip to the Pool!
This book is dedicated to my, 2 almost

3-year-old, sister Lily who is learning
how to read books.

My mom’s is named Ashly. Her favor-
ite color is purple. She likes to drive. She
likes going to the pool. She likes the
summertime. She is 30 years old.

One day, me and my family, which
includes my mom, stepdad Jerrod, little
sister Lily, baby brother Tristan, and
brother Brayden, went to the pool in the
neighborhood. When we got there we
went swimming. After a little bit, Lily
and Tristan started crying. They wanted
to go to the water park. The water park
is right next to the pool. Jerrod is their
dad. He took them to the water park. Me
and my brother Brayden stayed at the
pool with my mom. After that, we
started to go home.

When we were putting the babies in
the truck. My mom set her car keys in
the truck to put the babies in. Then my
mom went to the car and did not tell us
she was coming back. Then, me and
Jerrod were leaving to go home. My
mom had both phones and me and
Jerrod had both cars keys so we could
not call them. When me and Jerrod and
the babies got home we put the babies
to bed. Jerrod and I tried to find some
mysteries. Then when we went to the
truck I tried looking in the back. Jerrod
was looking in the front and all of a sud-
den I heard Jerrod say “uh-oo.” Jerrod
found my mom’s keys.

So then, we had to wake Lily and
Tristan up from their nap and put them
in the truck. After that, me, Jerrod, and
the babies went back to the pool to pick
my mom and Brayden up. So when we
got there we looked for my mom and
Brayden to try to find them. A couple
minutes later we went back to the
house. When we walk in the house there
they are sitting on the couch watching
T.V. and then mom started getting mad
for no reason. After that, we made din-
ner and got ready to go to bed.

— Trinity, age 10
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St. Louis Catholic School

Samuel Orellana,
grade 7

Sophia Hollins,
grade 7

Connor Geberth,
grade 4

Marguax Cronin,
grade 4

Anne Mule, grade 7

Gabriella White,
grade 7

Evan Bednarek,
grade 7

Mary Calogero,
grade 6

Phylicia Pham, grade 6

Audrey Swanson,
grade 6

Joseph Murrell,
grade 7

Sam Mickney, grade 5

Michelle Dorman,
grade 5

Sarah Snell, grade 5

Jacob James, grade 6

Jimmy Madden,
grade 6

Sarah Fleming,
grade 6

Courtney LaRochelle,
grade 6

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

CHESAPEAKE/POTOMAC 

WINDOW CLEANING
Residential Specialist/Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Broken Window Springs

30 yrs Experience in local area

Licensed 703-356-4459 Insured

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS
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703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Latinos como tú sirviendo a nuestra comunidad

703-444-7804
www.VAGoldBuyers.com

21580
Atlantic Blvd.

#120
Sterling,
VA 20166

• We are Local
• We Buy Gold, Silver and Diamonds
• Over 40,000 Satisfied Customers
• We are Licensed and Specialize in State Sales

Not Ready to Sell? Please call us
 for our Lending Options!

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers 9 Land

5 ACRES,
R-1, Lorton,

Sub-dividable,
Price $599,000.

Public Water Access and 
6 Bedroom Perk Approved

Beautiful Horses next 
door, Call Bob at 

703-690-6969

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifi-
cations will be received in the office of the Purchasing
Division until the date and time designated as follows:

Title: Request for Proposals No. 00000576,
Cooperative Procurement, Capital Bikeshare Operating
and Maintenance Services

Closing Date and Time: February 4, 2016, 4:00 p.m.,
prevailing local time.

The City will hold a Non-Mandatory pre-proposal con-
ference: January 7, 2016, 10:00 AM prevailing local
time, 100 N. Pitt Street, Suite 301, Purchasing
Conference Room, Alexandria, VA 22314

For general inquiries contact Shawn K. Brooks,
Contract Specialist III at 703.746.4289.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any
and all proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive
any informalities or irregularities in procedure.  THE
CITY REQUIRES ITS CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Nell Elizabeth Hammond of Fries, Virginia went
home to be with her Lord on Wednesday, December
16, 2015 at the age of 87. Nell was born on
September 25, 1928 at home in Fries to Ernest and
Nancy Shupe.

She attended Fries High School, Class of 1946. She
then attended National Business College in
Roanoke. While there she met and married Joseph
M. Hammond of Troutville, VA. Eventually they
moved to the Northern Virginia area where they
lived for about 40 years. While there they raised a
family, two daughters: Sheila and Joan. Nell was a
homemaker, worked for Fairfax County School
Food Services and Montgomery Wards. In 1987,
Nell and Joe moved back to Fries. “Mama always
said Fries was heaven and she would not want to
live anywhere else.”

Nell was crafty, enjoyed working outside, motivated
working with others. She loved and supported her
family. Her faith in the Lord was instilled in her at an
early age by her parents and it stayed with her all
her life. The ole hymns brought her pleasure and
comfort. The Lord’s foundation was her rock and
now she is in His trusting hands.

Nell is survived by her brother Curtis Shupe of
Fries, VA. Two daughters Sheila Jones and husband
Dan of Springfield, VA and Joan Hammond of Fries,
VA. Also surviving are grandchildren Angela and
Joseph Campanella of Fries, VA; and Jeremiah and
Nathanael Jones of Springfield, VA; great grandchil-
dren: Nicole Campanella and Matthew Bourne of
Fries, VA. Also many more family and friends.

The funeral service will be held Sunday, December
20, 2015 at 3:00 in the Liberty Hill United Methodist
Church, Fries, VA with Rev. Donald White officiating.
Burial will follow in the Liberty Hill Cemetery. The
family will receive friends from 1:00 PM until service
time at the church.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to
“Stand Up Dub” c/o Hillcrest Baptist Church, 1218
S. Main Street, Galax, VA 24333. This is a fund for E.
W. Shupe to buy a track wheelchair which will allow
him to stand.

A guestbook is available online at
www.vaughanguynn.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 15-07-05

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public Schools is seeking pro-
posals for Architectural and Engineering Design Services for Parker-Gray Stadium
Improvements.
Sealed Proposals with the notation “Parker Gary Stadium Design Improvements”,
RFP# 15-07-05, will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock
Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, January 21, 2016.
The time of receipt shall be determined by the time clock stamp in the Procurement
office. Proposals appropriately received will be opened and the names of the firms
responding will be read aloud. RFP documents may be obtained at the above
Procurement Office or by calling 703-619-8343, or by downloading the RFP from the
ACPS website at www.acps.k12.va.us, Administration, Financial Services, Procurement
and General Services – Current Bids and Request for Proposals.
All questions should be submitted before 4:30 p.m., January 14, 2016.  If necessary, an
addendum will be issued and posted to the ACPS web site.
There is a non-mandatory pre-proposal conference for this RFP on January 7, 2016, at
10:00 AM, at the Alexandria City Public Schools Central Office, located at 1340
Braddock Place, in the sixth (6th) floor conference room 620, in Alexandria, VA 22314. All
Offerors interested in providing the services in the RFP are encouraged to attend.
No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days after the opening of proposals
except as may be set forth in the RFP.
ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any or all proposals and to
waive any informalities in any proposal.

Sharon T. Lewis M.P.S., CPM, CPPB, VCO
Director of Procurement & General Services

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

WINTER
SAVINGS

New RAV4s, Priuses
Scion IMs and IAs
ALL ON SALE

LIKE NEVER BEFORE
Winter is here and so are the SAVINGS!

Ask one of our sales managers,
George, Mike, Yared or Rocky

703-684-0700
WE ARE HERE

TO MAKE DEALS!

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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