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Maggie Stewart, 9, attends Halley Elemen-
tary and lives in Lorton. ‘I love school;
stand with me,’ says her sign. Maggie
came with her Girl Scout Troop and dozens
of others who rallied and advocated for
Critical Thinking Revolution, a group
advocating for more critical thinking and
less “teaching to the test” in schools.
Maggie was misidentified in a caption that
ran with this photo in the edition of Jan.
13, 2016. The caption incorrectly named
Carolyn Kern, who also attended the
hearing in support of Critical Thinking
Revolution, but was not pictured.
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News

See Residents,  Page 4

By Ken Moore

The Connection

B
arbara Quesada, parent of a
Franklin Sherman Elementary
School student, reminded the
General Assembly delegation

from Fairfax that Nova Firearms opened its
new store right next to the McLean elemen-
tary school.

During Quesada’s three-minute testimony,
Dranesville School Board member Janie
Strauss, McLean resident Marilyn White and
a dozen others stood in solidarity.

White held a sign that said, “Gun store
free school zone.”

“Please pass legislation so gun stores are
not located within immediate proximity to
schools,” said Quesada, who testified before
the county’s delegation to the General As-
sembly Saturday, Jan. 10 at Fairfax County
Government Center.

“This is not a second amendment issue,
and it is so infuriating the amount of time
it gets twisted,” she said, requesting autho-
rizing legislation to allow localities to regu-
late the proximity of a gun store to a school.

Nearly 100 speakers testified Saturday,
Jan. 9, in a hearing that lasted more than
240 minutes.

egories; criminals, domestic violence abus-
ers, the adjudicated mentally ill and terror-
ists should not have easy access to guns.”

CHAIRMAN SHARON BULOVA was the
first to testify Saturday.

“Fairfax County is often described as a
wealthy community, but we also have many
individuals and families struggling finan-
cially,” she said. “More than 52,000 students
in Fairfax County Public Schools qualify for
free and reduced lunch. Only four school
divisions in the state have more total chil-
dren than we have children living in low-
income households.”

State cuts to K-12 education in recent
years have cost localities $1.7 billion per
biennium, Bulova said, “and have been det-
rimental to our efforts to educate our chil-
dren.”

“A state that is in the top 10 in income
should not be in the bottom 10 in state edu-
cation funding,” said Bulova.

Dozens spoke of the need for full fund-
ing for K-12 programming and education.

Steve Greenburg, president of the Fairfax
County Federation of Teachers, supports
legislation for an increased county tax on
cigarettes.

“If people are going to kill themselves and

Residents tell legislators of priorities ahead of the 60-day session of the General Assembly.

Schools, Guns, Judges, Marijuana and the Safety Net

Photo by Joan Brady

Keith Foxx of Springfield, who has volunteered as a mentor for foster
children in Fairfax County for more than a decade, spoke in support of
legislation sponsored by state Sen. Barbara Favola for Fostering Futures.

Photos by Ken Moore/The Connection

Del. Eileen Filler Corn (D-41) and state Sen. Dave Marsden (D-37).

Del. Vivian
Watts (D-39)

Del. David
Bulova (D-37)

State Sen. Chap
Petersen (D-34)

Del. Dave Albo
(R-42)

State Sen. Scott
Surovell (D-36)

State Sen. George
Barker (D-39)

State Sen. Dick
Saslaw (D-35),
head of the
delegation.

Del. Mark Sickles leans over to talk
to state Sen. Chap Petersen

Richard Kennedy
of Lorton testified
in favor of sen-
sible marijuana
policy and cited
the “insanity of
arresting people
for use of a drug
that is an order of
magnitude safer
than alcohol or
tobacco.”

Burke’s Martina Leinz attended the CNN
Town Hall meeting at George Mason Uni-
versity two nights before where President
Barack Obama spoke about the need for gun
reform.

Leinz, speaker number 88 on Saturday,
said she was asked if she had been person-
ally affected by gun violence. “I looked him
in the eye and said, ‘I am an American citi-
zen. Of course I have been affected by gun
violence — we all have,” Leinz told the
Fairfax Delegation to the General Assem-
bly.

The 2016 session of the Virginia General

Assembly starts
Wednesday, Jan. 13,
and will last six
weeks.

Leinz testified on behalf of the NOVA
Chapter of the Brady Campaign to Prevent
Gun Violence and the Virginia Gun Violence
Prevention Coalition.

“We cannot stop all gun deaths but cer-
tainly we should do everything we can to
stop some. And surely we all can agree that
there are some categories of people who
should not have access to firearms — that
is why we have prohibited purchaser cat-

Del. Paul Krizek
(D-44) will serve
as delegate in the
seat vacated by
Scott Surovell,
who was elected
to the Virginia
Senate

Lorton/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com
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run up everyone’s health care costs by
smoking the stupid things, then we should
certainly get some return for the costs they
incur the rest of us,” he said.

Advocating for the importance of the in-
vestment on education, Dean Howarth, a
teacher from McLean, talked of the need
for schools to emphasize critical thinking,
not standardized test scores.

“We always say, ‘Great minds think alike.
No they don’t, great minds think differ-
ently,” said the physics and science teacher.
“Students come back. You know what they
remember? It’s never ever their SOL score.”

Del. Marcus Simon stopped the testimony
to say Howarth was his physics teacher in
high school.

Simon remembered Howarth getting stu-
dents on rollerskates to learn about phys-
ics. But emphasis on standardized testing
has robbed teachers of the freedom to teach
in creative ways, Howarth said.

“Students have lost the joy of learning
because their teachers are shackled,” said
Howarth. “I like being like Bill Nye, stoking
fun in education.”

Brad Ward, of Fairfax Station, also spoke
for Critical Thinking Revolution and advo-
cated for less rote teaching and emphasis
on standardized testing. “In my professional
life, I have never been given a multiple
choice test,” he said. “I never asked a po-
tential employee to choose from a list of
possible answers. … Rote learning does not
prepare students for the jobs of today.

Critical thinking is key to creative solu-
tions, the engine of growth. Standardized
testing yields standardized thinking.”

THE DISPARITY between Virginia’s rank
as one of the 10 most wealthy states and
spending on social services and education
was invoked by many speakers.

Keith Foxx spoke in favor of state Sen.
Barbara Favola’s bill to help young adults
that age out of foster care without being
united with family or being adopted.

“It’s critical that you support and fund
Senator Favola’s bill ‘Fostering Futures’ for
the more than 500 young adults who age
out of foster care at age 18 in Virginia ev-
ery year,” said Foxx, of Springfield. “Help-
ing these young adults grow successfully to
independence will save the commonwealth
hundreds of millions of dollars over their
lifetimes.”

With a waiting list statewide of more than
10,000 people with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities for access to services
in the community (through Medicaid waiv-
ers), only 325 new slots are included in the
Governor’s proposed budget. This is the
minimum number required by settlement
agreement between the Justice Department
and the Commonwealth, said Rikki Epstein,
executive director of the ARC of Northern
Virginia.

“We can’t keep doing the minimum and

hoping the time will come when the prob-
lem solves itself,” Epstein said, calling for
the addition of 800 waivers in this cycle.
This would “give hope to those with most
urgent need, hope to those who have been
waiting the longest.”

Molly Long of the Fairfax-Falls Church
Community Services Board pointed out that
people moving out of residential facilities
like Northern Virginia Training Center are
getting priority for services ahead of those
who have been on the waiting list for a long
time, and the waiting list continues to grow.
Nearly 1,000 people locally qualify for ser-
vices urgently, but their waivers are not
funded at the state level, including people
with intellectual disabilities whose elderly
parents can no longer meet their needs at
home, and youth aging out of special resi-
dential services who are in danger of be-
coming homeless.

Long also cited the intense local battle
with heroin addiction, and lack of resources.

“Detoxification is often the important first
step,” she said, but clients seeking help must
wait two-to-three weeks or longer for a
detox bed.

“Waiting decreases the chance of success-
ful intervention,and puts people’s lives in
danger. We must have more detox beds.”

Richard Kennedy of Lorton testified in
favor of sensible marijuana policy and cited
the “insanity of arresting people for use of
a drug that is an order of magnitude safer
than alcohol or tobacco.”

SEVERAL OTHERS spoke of the poten-

tial dangers of legalizing marijuana, even
for medical purposes.

Sara Freund, of Great Falls, and a mem-
ber of the Unified Prevention Council, said
that states with medical marijuana laws
have higher levels of youth use of mari-
juana. She also cited a recent survey show-
ing that a higher percentage of Fairfax
County 12th graders than national average
have recently used marijuana.

Jerry Foltz of Centreville, a retired minis-
ter in United Church of Christ, was one of
several speakers who requested increase of
the minimum wage. “We need to support
the people who are working hard,” he said.
“Those on the bottom rung who get a little
increase in income, they spend it. That
stimulates the economy. This should be
nonpartisan issue to raise the minimum
wage. It’s a good year to do it. It doesn’t
cost much to do it, and it has all kinds of
benefits.”

And Medicaid expansion was discussed
by many.

“Medicaid expansion is a life issue. Ev-
eryone has a right to health care coverage,”
said Bob Stewart, speaking for Social Ac-
tion Linking Together, also citing good fi-
nancial reasons for extending coverage to
more people by expanding Medicaid.

Brooke Annessa of Fairfax, Maya
Simbulan of Burke, Brian Rosen of Vienna,
and Sarah Pickford of Springfield spoke in
support of Brain Injury Services of North-
ern Virginia, and thanked members of the
delegation for past support. “We tell fami-

lies we will walk with them after the un-
thinkable has happened. … We give a voice
back to survivors of brain injury and their
families,” said Annessa.

“YOU NEED TO WRAP it up,” said state
Sen. Dick Saslaw (D-35), moderator of the
four-hour plus hearing, said when people
ran over their allotted time.

Others talked of the need for reduced
class sizes, exposure to foreign languages
in elementary school, and giving teachers
more freedom to teach.

Attorneys talked for the need for all 15
allotted circuit court judges and eight juve-
nile and domestic relations court judges to
be filled, and several called for keeping
Judge Jane Roush on the Virginia Supreme
Court.

“Cases are taking forever,” because of the
vacancies, said Joseph Dailey, of McLean
speaking for the Fairfax Bar Association.
“This is about justice for your constituents.”
A case that begins this week, he said, won’t
be resolved until after the next World Se-
ries is over.

Chief Public Defender Todd Petit asked
the delegates and senators to enact legisla-
tion to change criminal discovery so defense
attorneys “have all the evidence before-
hand,” to be able to go forward with a fair
trial. The issue was studied in 2014 by the
Virginia Supreme Court.

Fairfax’s Douglas Stewart and McLean’s
Marc Rosenberg, of the Virginia Sierra Club,
Eric Goplerud, executive director of the
Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions, and
John Cartmill, of Herndon, were just some
of the speakers who addressed the environ-
ment as issues including storm runoff, infill
development, tree canopy, transportation
choices, clean energy, solar and wind power
and the health of the rivers and Chesapeake
Bay.

Rosenberg of the Virginia Sierra Club
called for more efforts to clean up Virginia’s
rivers by addressing sewage treatment
plants that overflow in heavy rains, runoff
from farms, toxic chemicals and heavy met-
als from mining operations and coal pits.
Many people support removing plastic shop-
ping bags from the environment. “At least
stay out of the way and let localities act in
this area,” Rosenberg said.

Residents List Priorities for
General Assembly

Brooke Annessa of Fairfax, Maya
Simbulan (in wheelchair) of Burke,
Brian Rosen of Vienna, and Sarah
Pickford of Springfield spoke in
support of Brain Injury Services of
Northern Virginia. “We tell families
we will walk with them after the
unthinkable has happened. ...We
give a voice back to survivors of
brain injury and their families,”
said Annessa.

Photos by Ken Moore/The Connection

Sharon Bulova, with entire delegation visible.

More than 30 people had signed up
to speak for Critical Thinking
Revolution. Shaista Keating said:
“The era to teach to the test must
indeed come to the end.”
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CARDIOLOGY

   CATSCAN/MRI

             DERMATOLOGY

                        EMERGENCY/
                        CRITICAL CARE

                              INTERNAL MEDICINE

                               NEUROLOGY

                               ONCOLOGY

                           PATHOLOGY

                       PHYSICAL THERAPY

                          RADIATION
                          ONCOLOGY

                            RADIOCAT

                            SURGERY

WE LOVE THEM LIKE YOU DO

OPEN 24 HOURS 365 DAYS A YEAR

VETREFERRALCENTER.COM
RVRC@EROLS.COM

703.451.8900
703.451.3343 FAX

6651  BACKLICK ROAD
SPRINGFIELD,  VA  22150

THE REGIONAL VETERINARY
REFERRAL CENTER

WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

CLASS A LICENSE & INSURED

GIRL to Host
Day of Service

On Jan. 18, 2016, a non-
profit organization, Girls In-
spired and Ready to Lead,
Inc. (GIRL), founded by a
Fairfax County woman, will
host its Second Annual MLK,
Jr. Day of Service Event, sup-
porting Women Giving Back,
an organization that pro-
vides clothing to women and
children in crisis at no cost.
The event will be from 10
a.m-noon at two locations:

❖ Fairfax City Hall - 10455
Armstrong St., Fairfax, and

❖ Women Giving Back
Store - 20 Export Drive, Ster-
ling

GIRL is a nonprofit orga-
nization founded in 2010 by
Danielle Blunt after she
graduated from college. Its
mission is to mentor and em-
power teen girls for future
success through promoting
academic excellence, leader-
ship skills, community ser-
vice, a healthy lifestyle, and
self–esteem. Blunt is a
founding member of the ad-
visory board of the Virginia
Girls’ Summit. For more in-
formation, visit
www.girlsinspiredinc.org.

Chocolate
Cakes, Sculp-
tures Sought;
Valentines
Available

Professional and amateur
chefs of all ages are encour-
aged to participate in the
Chocolate Challenge at the
2016 Chocolate Lovers Fes-
tival Feb. 6–-7 in Old Town
Fairfax. The Chocolate Chal-
lenge offers a gallery of art,
cakes and cupcakes made
entirely of chocolate. Entries
are judged in numerous cat-
egories.

Applications available at
www.chocolatefestival.net or
call 703-385-7858. Applica-
tions are due Feb. 5. Festival
valentines are available at
the Fairfax Museum and Visi-
tor Center at City Hall (Room
123), and from Indepen-
dence Day Celebration Com-
mittee members. Cost is $5
each and includes a coupon
for five pogs at the Taste of
Chocolate. For more infor-
mation, go to
www.chocolatefestival.net or
call 703-–385–-7858.

Area Roundups

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
Volunteers needed for

adoption events,
fostering,

transportation,
adoption center

caretaking and more.
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K
aren Garza didn’t move to Fairfax
County from Texas to preside over
the decline of Fairfax County Public
Schools. For this year’s budget, the

superintendent refused to cut to fit as the
school system has the last two years, and called
for a fully funded budget. It’s true that Fairfax
County schools have more students who are

poor and/or are still learning
English and those students cost
more to educate. It’s true that
Fairfax County teachers make

less than teachers in other bordering jurisdic-
tions. It’s true that Fairfax County spends less
per student by a significant amount than other
bordering jurisdictions, even accounting for
size.

It’s also true that Fairfax County, which pro-
vides most of the school funding, already trans-

fers 52 percent and more of its annual budget
to the schools. It’s true that the county has lim-
ited revenue sources, with almost all revenue
coming from property taxes. Residential prop-
erty tax revenues are not growing much.
Fairfax County’s commercial tax base is flat or
contracting with historically high vacancy
rates.

This is in part due to reduced spending by
the federal government, but it’s also about new
and likely lasting trends in the way companies
use office space.

The county is facing a shortfall, not just for
education, but for other important things like
transportation, social services, recreation and
the environment.

The Board of Supervisors and heads of
county departments are about to engage in an
intensive effort to review every area of county
spending, with supervisors devoting two full
days a week for the foreseeable future on “lines
of business” review in the budget committee.
What results from this process could set the
stage for some reforms and some savings.

But none of those invested in Fairfax County,
not the elected officials, not the teachers, not

the county employees, especially not the resi-
dents, want to preside over the decline of qual-
ity of life in one of the wealthiest counties in
the universe.

What’s really needed is for the county to have
access to a variety of revenue sources. It’s ex-
cruciating to raise property taxes across the
board, knowing that some people will be hard
hit since there is no relation to ability to pay.
But that is almost the only option the county
has.

This brings us to tax reform and the General
Assembly. It’s pie in the sky, but localities in
Virginia should have direct access to a portion
of the income tax collected by the state. North-
ern Virginia pays the vast majority of the in-
come taxes paid to the Commonwealth, but
every penny set gets funnelled through a for-
mula that by definition sends less money back.

Income is a measure of economic viability.
There are other options, which we will de-

tail in the future.
To find the names of your current represen-

tatives in the Virginia House and Senate, visit
http://whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/
and enter your address.

Budget Season Trainwreck?
County looks at “lines
of business,” schools
call for full funding.

Editorial

By Scott A. Surovell

State Senator-Elect (D-36)

O
n Jan. 13, I take my oath
of office as your state
senator. I am planning

on introducing approximately
forty bills and about a dozen bud-
get amendments in our 60-day
session.

Predatory Lending
Predatory lending is a major

problem in the U.S. 1 Corridor. Car
title lenders have been abusing

this loophole
by charging
rates over 200
percent by

recharacterizing car title loans as
separately regulated car title
loans. To rein in car title lender
bait and switch tactics, I am pro-
posing to limit interest rates on
consumer finance loans at 36 per-
cent. I have also introduced legis-
lation to prohibit car title lenders
from using subsidiaries from us-
ing the open end credit loophole
to also evade consumer protec-
tions.

Transportation
High occupancy toll lanes or

“HOT Lanes” have brought some
much needed relief and predict-
ability to commuters on I-495, I-
95 and I-395 — but at a price.
However, the collection of unpaid
tolls through the courts has high-
lighted problems in the current

system. I have
i n t r o d u c e d
legislation to
confirm a one-
year statute of
limitations on
unpaid toll
c o l l e c t i o n s
and to only al-
low a toll col-
lector to col-

lect stepped up fines after an ac-
tual conviction of a prior offense.
This will prevent HOT lanes op-
erators from suing commuters for
over $2,000 for four offenses in-
volving less than $20 of unpaid
tolls, and provides some notice
and fairness to the collection pro-
cess.

 I have also introduced legisla-
tion directing the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT) to
study restructuring Virginia’s tolls
to give some credit to in-state resi-
dents for the existing taxpayer in-
vestment in road projects. Other
states, including Maryland, pro-
vide in-state residents discounts
on toll roads. We should do the
same.

I have also reintroduced a bill
to restructure voting on the board
that decides how transportation
money is spent based on current
population instead of 1930s con-
gressional district boundaries.

Sunshine
I am carrying several bills to in-

crease government transparency.

The first, reverses the Supreme
Court of Virginia’s opinion in my
case versus Department of Correc-
tions interpreting the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA). The court
held that if one sentence in a gov-
ernment record is exempt from
FOIA, the government can with-
hold an entire document. I called
that the “poison pill” rule and my
bill requires the government to
redact information instead of with-
holding entire documents.

The court also held that a court
reviewing FOIA response is re-
quired to give “great deference” to
the government’s decision that in-
formation should not be disclosed.
That decision runs completely
against the purpose of FOIA which
is to allow citizens to ensure their
government is being run transpar-
ently.

I am also introducing legislation
that would prohibit law enforce-
ment from withholding police re-
ports from families involving
deaths or suicides as is the present
practice.

I have also introduced legisla-
tion prohibiting local governments
from using executive session to
discuss salary raises for elected
officials as occurred last year here
in Northern Virginia.

Consumer Protection
Thanks to Congressman Beyer’s

amendment to federal transporta-
tion legislation, I have introduced
legislation confirming that

Virginia’s localities have the au-
thority to regulate predatory tow-
ing. Also, I am carrying a bill to
create a cause of action against
corporations that fail to include
mandatory language in consumer
contracts and limit consumer’s
remedies.

Environmental Protection
Plastic bags are the second larg-

est pollutant in our area creeks. I
will introduce legislation that
would authorize localities in
Northern Virginia to charge a
$0.05 per bag tax on plastic bags.

Finally, I will introduce legisla-
tion requiring investor-owned
utilities to remove and store coal
ash in modern landfills. There is a
70-year-old leaking coal ash dump
less than 1,000 yards from the
Potomac River in Dumfries, Va.
Similar legislation was passed in
North Carolina’s Republican leg-
islature last year.

Constituent Survey
You should be receiving my

2016 Constituent Survey in the
mail this week. If you would like
to save a stamp, you can fill it out
online at www.scottsurovell.org/
survey.

It will be a very busy year and I
will write about a few more of my
bills next week. Please continue to
send me your input at
scott@scottsurovell.org. It is an
honor to serve as your state sena-
tor.

Surovell’s 2016 Legislative Agenda: Part I

Commentary
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REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,

White Oaks, Orange Hunt, Sangster, Hunt Valley
and Cherry Run Elementary Schools. Emphasis
on special events, sports, time for homework,

and student’s choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2015-2016 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

TWO
CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network

Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

Celebrate
Valentine’s
Weekend

Feb. 12–14

Thursday–Saturday 4–9 p.m.

Reservations Recommended

Visit our Website to view
our specials

9000 Lorton Station Blvd., Lorton, VA
703-372-1923 • firesidegrillva.com

Peak of
the Season
Oyster Bar

News

Stuff the
Bus 2016

F
airfax County is promoting
its annual “Stuff the Bus:
Helping Fairfax Families”

program at 14 locations from Jan.
16 to Feb. 15, 2016. This collabo-
rative program, now in its sixth
year, is a partnership among
Fairfax County Government, local
grocery stores and nonprofits to
restock the shelves.

Each week a Fastran bus staffed
by MV Transportation personnel
will park at a different location
and collect food donations. The
campaign kicks off Saturday, Jan.
16, the weekend leading up to the
Martin Luther King Day of Service,
and will run each weekend until
President’s Day, Monday, Feb. 15.

All donation hours are from 9:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Stuff the Bus dates and lo-
cations:

Saturday, Feb. 6
❖Clifton Giant, 5740 Union Mill

Road, Clifton. Benefiting Western
Fairfax Christian Ministries.

❖Fairfax Walmart, 11181 Lee High-
way. Fairfax. Benefiting James Mott
Community Assistance Program.

❖Lorton Giant, 8941 Ox Road,
Lorton. Benefitting Lorton Community
Action Center.
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O
ver the last sev-
eral months,
Fairfax County Po-

lice said wildlife officials have
received an increasing num-
ber of calls about the pres-
ence of coyotes in the area.

A statement acknowl-
edged the scavenging ani-
mals are “now established
and widespread in Fairfax
County so it is important for
residents to know and un-
derstand a bit more about
them.”

As foragers, coyotes eat a
wide variety of food, from
small prey animals to fruits
and plants. They are also
territorial, especially so
from January until June
during mating and birthing
season, and can be aggressive
towards other animals.

In the statement, Fairfax
County Wildlife Management
Specialist Dr. Katherine Edwards
said, “The best way to safeguard
pets in areas where coyotes are
active is to keep them indoors
and do not leave them outside
without supervision.”

For other precautions, Fairfax
County Police additional recom-
mendations include:

❖ Place garbage and compost
in an animal-proof container,
such as a metal trash can with
latches on the lid or secure with
bungee cords.

❖ Keep trash inside until the
morning of trash pick-up when-
ever possible.

❖ Do not feed pets outside or
store pet food outside.

❖ Pick up ripe, fallen fruit and
do not let it accumulate on the
ground.

❖ Put away bird feeders at
night to avoid attracting small
rodents and other coyote prey.

❖ Trim shrubbery to ground
level to remove hiding cover.

❖ Close up all openings un-
der porches/decks, crawl spaces
or out-buildings where animals
might establish dens.

❖ Keep small pets inside and
do not leave unattended when
outside.

❖ Keep dogs on short leashes
(less than 6 feet) while walking
outside.

❖ Provide secure shelters for
poultry, rabbits and other vul-
nerable animals.

❖ Be alert at dusk and dawn.
Coyotes are most active at night
and early morning hours; how-
ever, they may be active during

the day in search of food or den-
ning sites.

If a coyote does appear, police
offer this encouragement to
communicate to the animal it
isn’t welcome:

❖ Yell and wave your arms at
the coyote.

❖ Use noisemakers such as
whistles, air horns, bells,
“shaker” cans full of marbles or
pennies, or pots and pans
banged together.

❖ Throw non-edible objects in
the direction of the coyote in-
cluding sticks, small rocks, cans,
or tennis balls.

❖ Spray the coyote with a wa-
ter hose, water guns or spray
bottles with vinegar water, pep-
per spray or bear repellent.

❖ Install motion sensor lights
or a motion-activated sprinkler
around your home.

❖ Install fencing to keep coy-
otes out of yards. Fencing should
be at least 6 feet tall, have an
outward slanting overhang or
roller-type device to prevent
coyotes from climbing or jump-
ing, and have an L-shaped mesh
apron buried one to two feet to
deter digging. Few fences are
completely coyote-proof.

In the event a coyote is spot-
ted acting aggressively or ap-
pears ailing or injured, individu-
als can report the animal by di-
aling the Fairfax County Police
non-emergency number 703-
691-2131.

For more information, the Vir-
ginia Wildlife Conflict Helpline
is 855-571-9003, available 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

—Tim Peterson

By John Byrd

I
n 1984, Jack and Marie Torre
purchased a circa 1960s split-
level on a half-acre lot in
Fairfax. At nearly, 3,000

square feet, it was a perfect spot
to settle down and raise two chil-
dren. The schools nearby were ex-
cellent; there was an easy com-
mute to work,

But there were some things
about the property the Torres
thought they might improve should
they stay in residence long
enough—a cabinet-cluttered
kitchen with builder grade finishes,
for instance; no powder room on
the home’s main level; space-re-
stricted dining room.

Skip ahead almost two decades,
though, and the whole house re-
model by Sun Design Remodeling
that the public was invited to see
earlier this month demonstrates
the kind of sweeping improve-
ments that can occur when own-
ers set their sights on new possi-
bilities.

In fact, the former split-level is
no longer merely a house. It’s the
Torres’ long-term residence, and
one that is both substantially larger
and iterated in a completely new
architectural language

“The ideal of long-term owner-
ship is the option to create a resi-
dence that becomes more support-
ive of favored activities and aes-
thetic preferences,” said Craig
Durosko, founder and chairman of
Sun Design Remodeling. “We are
finding this kind of ongoing com-
mitment to personalizing a resi-
dence much more frequently than
in decades past.”

Durosko was at the house Jan. 9
to greet neighbors who wanted to
learn more about whole house re-
modeling. Sun Design guided the
Torres through every step of a com-
prehensive makeover. Many guests

seem surprised at the project’s
scope—that the vision had such
continuity and coherence.

The Torres, meanwhile, are quick
to acknowledge that Sun Design’s
architectural solution came as a
revelation, especially since they
had hired architects on two sepa-
rate occasions to develop plans that
soon proved infeasible.

“We couldn’t add on to the rear
because of setback restrictions,”
Jack Torre said. “The bigger prob-
lem, though, was a six-foot roof
overhang in front, and the seven
steps required to walk from the
ground level foyer to the primary
living area. Because of these fac-
tors, we thought we were prohib-
ited from enlarging the foyer, or
expanding our living space around
the kitchen.”

More recently, with their life as
empty-nesters imminent, the
couple was actively considering re-
location; a chance visit to a remod-
eled split-level by Sun Design not
far from their house, however, con-
vinced Marie to once again con-
sider the remodeling option.

Shortly after the viewing, the
Torres set up a meeting with Sun
Design’s president Bob Gallagher,
and several previously unconsid-
ered options emerged.

At the top of the wish list, the
couple wanted a larger, more func-
tional kitchen, plus a larger dining
room with distinctive formal ele-
ments, including a tray ceiling.

There should be a dedicated fam-
ily room with a view of the tree-
lined backyard, and a spacious
powder room on the same floor as
the kitchen.

The substantially enlarged gour-
met kitchen envisioned would re-
quire a butler’s pantry and a wine
refrigerator.

Still more challenging, the
couple wanted to enter their
home’s primary living area directly

from the front door rather than
ascending seven steps within a
cramped ground-level foyer.

With these goals articulated, the
problem for the design team was
how best to implement critical
components within a well-inte-
grated whole.

Since new enclosed space
couldn’t be added on the rear, the
east side of the house was desig-
nated for the new dining room/sit-
ting room wing.

Still more problematic, under the
current floor plan template, one
entered the house from a narrow
front foyer ascending to a main
level hall that segued to the living
room (left), a set of staircases
heading in two directions (right),
or the kitchen straight ahead.

What lacked, Gallagher said, was
a “procession” in which rooms un-
fold in an orderly, inviting se-
quence, even as sight lines coax the
eye with intriguing visual con-
tinuum.

“The structural issue was finding
an optimal way raise the front door
to the main level of the house,”
Gallagher said.

“This would require extending
the front foyer eight feet to get past
the existing roof overhang. We also
needed to redesign the front eleva-
tion to better rationalize the dif-
ference between the grade at
ground-level and the home’s main
living area—a distance of about
seven feet.”

What evolved was not merely a
larger foyer, but an improved and
more appropriate architectural
context in the form of a spacious,
classically apportioned front veran-
dah that surrounds and presents
the front entrance to the home.

“We were delighted as the plans
for the front elevation began to
shape up,” said Marie Torre. “ It’s
a completely new architectural
style, yet perfectly accommodates

the square footage we needed to
reconfigure the interior of the main
living area.”

The resulting interior revolves
around two comparatively modest
additions — albeit, enclosed spaces
that substantially enlarge the
home’s main level.

The 44-square-foot foyer now
situated on a new front porch is
perfectly aligned with a front door
that opens directly into a center
hall, setting up entry into the liv-
ing room or kitchen just a few feet
beyond.

Meanwhile, the 300-square-feet
added on the home’s west side
houses a formal dining room and
an adjacent rear-of-the house sit-
ting area.

The room includes a two-sided
fireplace also visible in the living
room. The enlarged kitchen accom-
modates a custom-designed ban-
quette and multiple storage pan-
tries.

Marie Torre says the gourmet
kitchen now in place provides
spaces for all her cooking utensils,
even items that used to be stored
in the basement. Moreover, replac-
ing the roof over the main living
area and raising the roof from eight
feet to nine feet makes the room
feel substantially larger.

Better yet, the remade rear eleva-
tion, which includes a bump-out
with three divided light windows
and relocated French doors, invites
abundant natural light.

“This is really a completely dif-
ferent house,” said Marie Torre,
“But one that is much more satis-
fying to occupy.”

Sun Design Remodeling frequently
sponsors tours of recently remodeled
homes as well as workshops on home
remodeling topics. Headquartered in
Burke, the firm maintains a second
office in McLean. For information, call
703.425.5588 or visit
www.SunDesignInc.com.

Circa 1960s split-level reinvented in
spacious neoclassical style.Split Decision

The new front elevation to the Torre home is elaborated in
neoclassical themes that respond to an enlarged floor
plan incorporating both a 300-square-foot addition and a
spacious front veranda.

Before: The roof overhang to this circa-1960’s split-level
was thought to restrict any practical consideration to re-
designing the home’s front elevation. On two occasions,
the family hired architects to develop a solution, but
nothing feasible resulted.
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HomeLifeStyle

Police advise precautions.

Coyotes on the Rise in
Fairfax County

Courtesy of Fairfax County Police

Coyotes are territorial forag-
ers that can prey on small
animals but will readily eat
fruits or vegetables.

www.kathleenhomes.com • kathquintarelli@erols.com

Kathleen Quintarelli
703-862-8808

1,000+ Homes Sold
Licensed Realtor 26 Years

NVAR Lifetime Top ProducerSee Interior Photos at:

Call Kathleen
today and
ask for a
copy of her
“Satisfied
Client List”

Is Winter a Good Time to Sell?
You bet it is! The 2015 real estate market
was slightly better than 2014, with many
of the updated homes receiving multiple

offers. According to one survey, the
housing market should continue to

expand at steady levels through 2017.
There are many eager buyers looking to

purchase now, as they are concerned
about the predicted rise in interest rates.

Burke $549,950
OPEN SUNDAY 1/17 1-4

Immaculate home w/ 5BR, fenced
yard, quiet cul-de-sac, all baths
remodeled, deck, remodeled eat-in
kitchen w/ granite counters, recessed
lights & double ovens, gas heat &
fireplace, newer vinyl windows &
sliders, replaced furnace, siding, roof
& more. Walk to school & pool.

Fairfax/GMU $793,950
Multiple Offers Received

One-of-a-kind custom home with
Japanese tiled roof, premium 1 acre
lot w/ spectacular Japanese gardens,
traditional Tatami room w/ shoji
screens, 4,200+ sq ft, 4BR, 3.5 baths,
fin bsmt, eat-in kit, fresh paint, high
ceilings, sec sys w/ 8 hi-def security
cameras, 2-car GAR & walk to GMU.

Burke $524,950
Multiple Offers Received

Sunny colonial on premium flat & fenced
lot w/ patio + hot tub, beautifully remod-
eled eat-in kit w/ maple cabs, granite
counters, gas range & huge island, 5BR,
3.5BA, fin walkup bsmt w/ rec room +
den, hrdwd flrs 2 lvls, remodeled baths,
walk to school, replaced roof, siding,
HVAC, gutters, fence & more.
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For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know –
get your paper before
it hits the press.

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edi-
tion, including photos
and ads, delivered
weekly to your e-mail
box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

L
awrence “Lance” Rose was born in
September 2015, two months pre-
mature, to parents Matt and Kerri

Rose of Alexandria. Just one month before,
Kerri had been diagnosed with stage-four
adenocarcinoma: stomach cancer.

After learning of her pregnancy in June,
Kerri began to have severe acid reflux.
Though not uncommon for pregnant
women, she lost her appetite and became
increasingly weaker over the next month.
At a prenatal check, a blood panel showed
that her hemoglobin level was dangerously
low.

A blood specialist gave the Roses Kerri’s
cancer diagnosis following a biopsy of a
lump on her clavicle. Using an endoscope,
doctors located an eight-centimeter tumor
in her stomach. They decided to induce la-
bor early and begin chemotherapy within
weeks of Lance’s birth.

Kerri’s short- and long-term disability
plans through her employer provided some
help, but didn’t cover her lost wages for time
missed due to hospital stays.

Chemotherapy has already been stopped
in favor of going forward with immuno-
therapy, Matt said. Kerri has spent the last
month in Virginia Hospital Center in Arling-
ton and is currently in the Intensive Care
Unit. The couple is considering traveling to
the University of Pennsylvania for more
advanced and experimental treatments
there.

TO HELP with the piling costs of treatment
and recovery, Kerri set up a Go Fund Me
Page. That’s when the community of local
beer brewers got involved.

Matt and Kerri are owners of Forge Brew
Works, a Belgian style-focused
microbrewery in Lorton. When fellow
Lorton-based brewers Casey Jones of Falls
Church and Charlie Buettner of Burke found
out what was going on with Kerri, they
thought immediately, “What could we do
to help out?” Jones said.

“As brewers, we have zero dollars,” said
Buettner.

“But brewers have the infrastructure to
make and sell beer,” Jones said.

So the two, who will celebrate the one-
year anniversary of their 4,000 barrel brew-
ery in March, contacted their local repre-
sentative from the Virginia Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control. They got the
go-ahead to brew a special beer, the pro-
ceeds from which could be donated to Matt
and Kerri.

Immediately they put the call out to other
local brewers. “We wanted to get the brew-
ing community together, do something to-
gether,” said Jones. “And the emails came
back so quickly.”

With malted grains donated from BSG
Craftbrewing, yeast from Old Ox Brewery
in Ashburn and all other raw materials for
the beer contributed for free, Jones said
they’re able to keep costs to the participat-
ing breweries relatively low and give 100

percent of the beer’s sales back to the Roses.
With about 30 barrels planned for pro-

duction, Jones expects sales to be about
$25,000.

More than 50 representatives from 20
different breweries came out to Fair Winds
the morning of Jan. 7 to help give the es-
sential ingredients their send-off into fer-
mentation. Among them was Josh Moon of
Manassas, head brewer of veteran-owned
Heritage Brewing Company.

“We’re a small community and have to
look out for each other,” said the seven-year
U.S. Army vet. “When we have a brother in
need, we come help.”

“Kerri’s Cure” is the name of the special
beer, crafted as a Belgian-style Pale Ale. Matt
said it should emerge dry and very hoppy
with tropical spice notes, thanks both to

Saaz and Citra hops, table sugar and
rochefort yeast for “a little Belgian funk.”

THE BEER will spend a short 11 days fer-
menting before heading out in rations to
each of the participating breweries. It’s
scheduled for release on Jan. 29.

Matt blessed the mash tun, an early stage
of the brewing, surveying the interior of the
large, stainless steel tank with Lance in his
arms. “It’s all been a fairly overwhelming
experience,” he said. “People have been en-
tirely too nice. It’s a tough situation made
better, with this many people thinking about
you.” When the couple first heard about the
brewers’ project, Matt said Kerri sat down
and started crying.

“People are so giving with their time and
effort,” he said.

Forge Brew Works owner Matt
Rose and son Lawrence “Lance”
check the mash tun stage of
“Kerri’s Cure.”

Brewery teams from Fair Winds
Brewing Company and Forge Brew
Works, both based in Lorton,
collaborated to create “Kerri’s
Cure” on Jan. 7.

20 local breweries craft a beer
to support one of their own.Suds that Save

Participating Brewers
In addition to Fair Winds and Forge, the full list of brewers includes:

Adroit Theory Brewing Company
Adventure Brewing Company
Bad Wolf Brewing Company
Caboose Brewing Company
Capitol City Brewing Company
Corcoran Brewing Company
Crooked Run Brewing Company
Heritage Brewing Company
Lost Rhino Brewing Company
Mad Fox Brewing Company
Ocelot Brewing Company
Old Bust Head Brewing Company
Old Ox Brewery
Ornery Beer Company
Port City Brewing Company
Pro Re Nata Brewery
Spencer Devon Brewing
Tin Cannon Brewing Company

“Kerri’s Cure” is scheduled to be released in each of the participating breweries on Jan. 29. Kerri’s
Go Fund Me page where she’s posted about her experience is online at www.gofundme.com/
daywalker. For more information on Fair Winds Brewing Company and “Kerri’s Cure,” visit
www.fairwindsbrewing.com.
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Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline is the Friday
prior to the next paper’s publication. Dated
announcements should be submitted at least
two weeks prior to the event.

SATURDAY/JAN. 16
Comedy and Music. 8 p.m. Jewish

Community Center of Northern Virginia,
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. Our
featured performer is Adam Ruben, a
writer, comedian, storyteller, and, yes, a
molecular biologist! He is the author of
Surviving Your Stupid, Stupid Decision
to Go to Grad School, a satirical guide to
the low points and, well, lower points of
post-baccalaureate education. His new
one-man show, I Feel Funny: True
Stories of Misadventure in Stand-Up
Comedy, premiered at the 2015 Capital
Fringe Festival. $20-$29.
Dan.Kirsch@jccnv.org. 703-537-3075.

Volunteer to Cheer. 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Robinson Secondary School, 5035
Sideburn Road, Fairfax. Special Olympics
Virginia’s FANQUEST, needs your help to
fill the stands with fans during a fun,
family-friendly way to combat stigma
and spread unity among youth. Sign up
at www.volunteer2cheer.com.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/JAN. 16-17
Welcome to the Speakeasy. Saturday, 8

p.m. Sunday, 1 p.m. W-16, Vulcan Muse,
9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton. Take one
part Broadway, add a dash of hot jazz,
shake well and you’ve got the perfect
musical martini, served up by a sizzling
cast of singers. Featuring both classic and
contemporary songs that echo the spirit
of the speakeasy. $20-$25.
www.workhousearts.org.

SUNDAY/JAN. 17
Garden Gauge Model Trains. Fairfax

Station Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax
Station Road, Fairfax Station. The
Washington, Virginia and Maryland
Garden Railroad Society will hold their
annual G Scale (Garden) Train Show.
Free-$4. www.fairfax-station.org. 703-
425-9225.

Washington Wedding Experience. 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Eagle Bank Arena, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Find dresses,
discover trends, chat with local wedding
professionals, etc. http://
weddingexperience.com/
show.html?show.id=4236.

Washington Balalaika Society in
Concert. 2 p.m. Jewish Community
Center of Northern Virginia, 8900 Little
River Turnpike, Fairfax. Music of Russia,
Ukraine, and Eastern Europe on
traditional Russian folk instruments - the
balalaika, domra, bayan, and related folk
wind and percussion instruments. $14-
$24. Dan.Kirsch@jccnv.org. 703-537-
3075.

TUESDAY/JAN. 19
SCA Membership Meeting. 7-9 p.m.

Crestwood Elementary, 6010 Hanover,
Ave., Springfield. The Springfield Art
Guild (SAG) will be making an
informative presentation and will display
samples of art created by members of
SAG at the Springfield Civic Association
meeting. 703-425-6955.

THURSDAY/JAN. 21
Capital Swing Quartet. Noon-2 p.m.

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, 6304
Lee Chapel Road, Burke. Presented by
the Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke.
www.scfbva.org. 703-620-0161.

Genealogist Barry J. MacDonald. 7-
8:30 p.m. Kings Park Library, 9000 Burke
Lake Road, Burke. Meet local author and
genealogist Barry MacDonald, who for

Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 11



Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection  ❖  January 14-20, 2016  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

visit our website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center

“Loving People to Life”

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP
Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-778-9418

Save the Date!
Fairfax Salvation Army

Women’s Auxiliary
36th Annual Fashion Show/Fundraiser

April 15, 2016
at the Waterford at Fair Oaks

Contact: Angela Ganey  angela-
ganey@verizon.net

Calendar

The Washington Balalaika Society performs at the Jewish Community Center of North-
ern Virginia on Sunday, Jan. 17.

From Page 10
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nearly 40 years has traced his
remarkable family tree through six
centuries and two continents,
including colonial New England and
Virginia. Hear amazing family stories
and get great advice to begin your
own research. Adults and teens. 703-
978-5600.

Fairfax Antique Arts Association.
10 a.m. Green Acres Senior Center,
4401 Sideburn Fairfax. historian
Mary Lipsey with her latest talk
“Escaping Detection During the Civil
War.” Non-members welcome. Free.
703-273-6090.

SATURDAY/JAN. 23
Winter Bash! 7-9 p.m. Jewish

Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Electra Entertainment is
bringing you the second annual

Winter Bash. Featuring live DJs,
stunning light shows, green screens,
prizes and more. $10, $15.
Barri.DeFrancisci@jccnv.org. 703-
537-3037.

The Band of the Royal Marines:
Featuring the Pipes, Drums and
Highland Dancers of the Scots
Guards. 2, 8 p.m. GMU Center for
the Arts, 4373 Mason Pond Drive,
Fairfax. Two of Great Britain’s most
respected military musical
institutions take the stage in full
regalia, bringing to life the
magnificent pageantry of British
tradition and history. $31-$52.
cfa.gmu.edu.

Art Reception. 7-9 p.m. The Village
Greenery, 3950 University Drive,
Fairfax. This exhibit will include
paintings by the artists of the Fairfax
Art League and will feature a solo
show of work by artist Kathleen Stark
entitled “My Life and Art.” Free. 703-

587-9481.

SATURDAY/JAN. 30
Polish Baltic Philharmonic

Orchestra. 8 p.m. GMU Center for
the Arts, 4373 Mason Pond Drive,
Fairfax. This distinguished ensemble
from the historic port city of GdaDsk
on the coast of the Baltic Sea brings a
splendid evening of classical music
favorites. $30-$50. cfa.gmu.edu.

SUNDAY/JAN. 31
Hands On Activities Day. 1-4 p.m.

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Crafts, train scenery
modeling and other hands-on
activities may be among the activities
featured that day. Free-$4.
www.fairfax-station.org. 703-425-
9225.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

M
olly Overstreet’s
back pain was se-
vere enough that

the two-time state champion
didn’t know if she would com-
pete during her senior season.

Overstreet, who won a state
vault championship as a fresh-
man and captured the state bars
title with a VHSL record score
of 9.925 as a sophomore, en-
dured constant back pain
caused by a long career in gym-
nastics. As a junior, she contin-
ued to battle and managed to
win a region title on bars and
qualify for states in the all-
around. After states on March
8, however, she decided to take
a rest.

A lengthy rest.
“She landed … whatever her

last routine at state was and
didn’t do any gymnastics until
November,” said Hayfield assis-
tant coach Kristin Overstreet,
Molly’s mom.

Overstreet was a member of
the Hayfield cheer team in the
fall. After roughly eight months
away from gymnastics, she had
a choice to make.

“Originally, right when cheer
ended, she said, ‘I’m not doing

it, I’m not doing it, I’m not do-
ing it,’” Kristin Overstreet said.
“I let her say that for a while,
but then it just went back to it’s
her senior year, it’s her last year,
it’s her last opportunity [and]
we’re going to have a good
team this year …”

Overstreet decided to return
to the gymnastics team this
year, and so far, it’s been an
enjoyable decision.

“I realized it’s my senior
year,” she said, “why not do
[gymnastics] one last time?”

Competing in their first meet
of the season on Nov. 30 at
Mount Vernon High School, the
Hawks won as a team for the
first time in the program’s five-
year history.

Hayfield gymnasts let out joy-
ous screams when the results
were announced. Head coach
Shelly Pennow cried and texted
her family. The accomplish-
ment was announced over the
loudspeaker at school.

“It was awesome,” Molly
Overstreet said.

On Jan. 9, Hayfield competed
at a four-team meet at Oakton
High School. The Hawks fin-
ished third with a score of
134.4, falling 1.2 points shy of
second-place Oakton. Yorktown
See Overstreet,  Page 15

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

A
pril Robinson began her
Duquesne women’s bas-
ketball career as a quiet

freshman playing significant min-
utes while trying to fit in with a
team full of upperclassmen.

Three years later, the 2012 West
Springfield graduate has matured
into a confident leader who con-
tinues building her case to be con-
sidered one of the best to ever
wear a Dukes uniform.

On Jan. 7, Robinson returned to
Fairfax County as Duquesne, lo-
cated in Pittsburgh, traveled to
George Mason for an Atlantic 10
Conference contest. Robinson fin-
ished with 11 points, seven assists
and three rebounds, helping the
Dukes defeat the Patriots 72-56.

ROBINSON, who won three dis-
trict championships, one region
title and made three state playoff
appearances during her four years
at West Springfield, said she’s a
different player than she was early
in her college career.

“I have a little bit more confi-
dence,” she said. “As a team, we
have a lot of momentum. Just to
play in front of my family and all
my friends, it’s a great feeling. We
ended up coming out with the win.
Probably wasn’t the prettiest
game, but a win is a win. … The
biggest thing I tried to change is
my leadership role. We have a
young group of girls, a lot of fresh-
men, just trying to get them on the
same page and show them what
Duquesne is all about.”

With her 11-point performance
against George Mason, Robinson
moved into 11th place on the
program’s all-time scoring list with
1,309 points, leaving her three
points shy of the top 10 and 136
short of the top five.

“Honestly, stats don’t really mat-
ter, it’s just going out every day
and giving it your greatest effort
and just playing a good game,”
Robinson said. “Yeah, it’s a good
feeling, but we’ve still got a lot of
work to do and my main goal right
now is just to win the Atlantic 10
championship and go to the
NCAAs [and] make school his-

tory.”
While Robinson downplayed her

statistical accomplishments, it’s
hard to ignore her numbers. De-
spite shooting 0-for-8 and going
scoreless against Fordham three
days later, the 5-foot-8 point guard
was still second on the team in
scoring through 16 games at 13.7
points per contest. She was also
first in assists (8.1) and tied for
third in rebounding (6.3).

“She’s our catalyst,” third-year
head coach Dan Burt said. “We go
as she goes. She is the person that
stirs the drink.”

Burt was an assistant under
Suzie McConnell-Serio when
Robinson was a freshman during
the 2012-13 season. Burt took over
as Duquesne head coach in 2013
when McConnell-Serio, the 2004
WNBA Coach of the Year with the
Minnesota Lynx, took the head
coaching job at the University of
Pittsburgh.

“[Robinson] was as quiet as a
country mouse as a freshman on a
team of all upperclassmen that
was a very talented team and she
started every game and under-
stood her role,” Burt said. “At the
end of the year, our head coach left
and [Robinson] had many oppor-
tunities to leave, and I’m sure she
had a lot of people behind the
scenes that were trying to talk her
into that, [but] she was loyal and
she stayed. As a sophomore, she
really found her voice and began
to lead. As a junior, she clearly
became our catalyst.

“… She’s done everything in a
professional manner since the
moment she arrived on our cam-
pus. I can’t think of a practice that
she has taken off. I can’t think of
her ever being disrespectful or tak-
ing a play off. April is the consum-
mate professional and I think
that’s why once she’s done with us,
she’ll be a very good professional
player and then after that as a
coach.”

While Robinson will be remem-
bered for her individual success,
No. 32 can cement her legacy by

helping lead the Dukes to unprec-
edented heights as a team.
Duquesne’s 55-40 victory over
Fordham on Jan. 10 in Pittsburgh
improved the Dukes’ record to 15-
1 — the best start in program his-
tory — and extended their pro-
gram-record win streak to 14
games.

DUQUESNE was ranked in the
USA Today/Coaches Top 25 Poll
for the first time in program his-
tory this week. The Dukes are
ranked No. 25, tied with DePaul.

Robinson and the Dukes have
their sights set on what would be
another program first: qualifying
for the NCAA Tournament.

“I said it [to Robinson] before
the beginning of the year: you’ve
already had a hall of fame career,”
Burt said. “You want to hang your
jersey in the rafters — and we only
have two people who have hung
their jersey — you get us to the
NCAA Tournament and your jer-
sey goes in the rafters, and she’s
deserving of that.”

Korie Hlede (1995-98), the
program’s all-time leading scorer
with 2,631 points and a the No. 4
pick in the 1998 WNBA draft, and
Beth Friday (2000-03),
Duquesne’s seventh all-time lead-
ing scorer with 1,410 points, have
their jerseys hanging in the
Duquesne rafters.

Duquesne will return to
Robinson’s home state in late
January. The Dukes will take on
Richmond at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
Jan. 28, and will face VCU at 1
p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 31. The At-
lantic 10 tournament is March 2-
6 in Richmond. “A lot of people
had their doubts about us, but I
think we’re making a name for our
university,” Robinson said, “and
we’re playing our best basketball
right now and hopefully it contin-
ues.” After initially downplaying
her statistical accomplishments,
Robinson said she will have fond
memories of her success.

“I can tell my kids one day,” she
said.

WSHS Grad Robinson Moving
Up Duquesne Scoring List
Senior has
Dukes off to best
start in program
history.

April Robinson and
the Duquesne

women’s basket-
ball team are

focused on trying
to qualify for the

NCAA Tournament
for the first time in

program history.

Photo by

Craig Sterbutzel

The Connection

Hayfield gymnast Molly Overstreet won the bars
competition during a meet at Oakton High School on
Jan. 9.

Hayfield Gymnast Overstreet
Returns for Senior Season
Two-time state champ consider
quitting due to back pain.
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Lorton/Fairfax Station/Clifton Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

WINTER
SAVINGS

New RAV4s, Priuses
Scion IMs and IAs
ALL ON SALE

LIKE NEVER BEFORE
Winter is here and so are the SAVINGS!

Ask one of our sales managers,
George, Mike, Yared or Rocky

703-684-0700
WE ARE HERE

TO MAKE DEALS!

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CHESAPEAKE/POTOMAC 

WINDOW CLEANING
Residential Specialist/Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Broken Window Springs

30 yrs Experience in local area

Licensed 703-356-4459 Insured

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
H Mart Burke LLC trading as H 
Mart, 9550 Burke Rd. Burke, 
VA 22015. The above estab-
lishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer off Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Ilyeon Kwon, 
owner
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

ABC LICENSE
Harvest Eats, LLC trading as 

JINYA Ramen Bar, 2911 
District Ave, Ste 140, Fairfax, 
VA 22031-2280. The above 
establishment is applying to 

the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) FOR A 
Wine and Beer On and Off 

Premises and Mixed Beverage 
license to sell or manufacture 

alcoholic beverages, Sam 
Shoja, President

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

ClassifiedClassified

ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
According to the Lease by and between Daniel Beach (of unit 
3046) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns 
and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods con-
tained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: furniture, stereo, computer, ect. Items will be sold or 
otherwise disposed of on Friday January 22, 2016 @ 12:00pm 
at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy owner's lien in 
accordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between Jennifer Johnson (of 
unit 3112) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, as-
signs and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods 
contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: painting, nightstand, boxes, ect. Items will be sold or 
otherwise disposed of on Friday January 22, 2016 @ 12:00pm 
at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy owner's lien in 
accordance with state statutes.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
We are pleased to announce that

Medical Oncology & Hematology Oncology
Associates of Northern VA, Ltd. Has joined Inova 

Medical Group

To make an appointment or
To request medical records please contact:

Fairfax Office:
703.207.0733

8501 Arlington Blvd
Suite 340

Fairfax, VA 22031

Fair Oaks Office:
703.391.4395

3580 Joseph Siewick Dr
Suite 403

Fairfax, VA 22033

To move your records to a provider
Outside our network, customary fees apply

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC HEARING FOR TOWN OF CLIFTON

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SPECIAL USE PERMIT

PUBLIC HEARING TOWN OF CLIFTON 
PLANNING COMMISSION

January 26, 2016

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Clifton Planning Com-
mission will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 26, 
2016 at 7:30 P.M. at the Acacia Lodge Hall, 7135 Main Street, 
Clifton, VA 20124 to consider a requested special use permit 
for the Peterson’s Ice Cream Depot, located at 7150 Main 
Street, which would include an expansion of the existing use,
including, but not limited to, the increase in number of seats; 
an increase in parking; an expansion of the hours of operation;  
an increase in employees, from the previous special use per-
mit.  The application for the changed special use permit is 
available for review and downloading on the Town’s website at 
www.clifton-va.com and a hard copy may be examined at the
Clifton Post Office, 12644 Chapel Road, Clifton VA, 20124. All 
interested parties are invited to attend the Planning Commis-
sion’s public hearing and express their views with respect to 
the requested special use permit of  Peterson’s Ice Cream 
Depot.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

The biggest things are always 
the easiest to do because there 

is no competition.
-William Van Horne

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

EmploymentEmployment

NETWORK SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

BA of Science Information Systems; 
knowledge of BASIC, C++, Java, computer 
software, networking, and security. Proof 
of legal right to work in U.S.; 40hrs/wk 
plus overtime; must be able to work a split 
shift schedule and holidays. Mail all CV’s 
to American Halal Meat 7313 Boudinot 
Dr., Ste. D&E, Springfield, VA 22150.

Saturday, January 23 at 9:00 A.M.
Presentation begins at 9:20

Learn more about teaching at our school and finding
jobs in private schools. Teachers of diverse back-

grounds and experiences are encouraged to attend.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304

703-212-2284

is hosting an

EDUCATOR OPEN HOUSE

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

News

PVI Student-Athletes Sign to College Teams
Seventeen student-athletes from Paul VI Catholic High School in Fairfax
recently signed letters of intent to play collegiate sports. Pictured, First
Row: Jasmine Whitney (Pittsburgh Basketball), Raven James (Villanova
Basketball), Maddie Aker (George Mason Softball), Nick Ancona (Wagner
Lacrosse), Michael McCormick (Gettsyburg Lacrosse), Adam Baker
(Mount St. Mary’s Lacrosse). Second Row: Luke Davies (VMI Lacrosse),
Jack Cunningham (Boston College Baseball), Clayton Baine (Radford
Baseball), Michael Coritz (Naval Academy Baseball), Devon Adams (ODU
Baseball), Tim Dickson (Delaware Valley Lacrosse). Back Row: Hannah
Kurisky (Fairfield University Lacrosse), VJ King (Louisville Basketball),
Corey Manigault (Pittsburgh Basketball), Kevin Kelly (James Madison
University Baseball), Brooke Stanley (Winthrop Volleyball).

Overstreet
From Page 12

won the event with a score of 144.2.
Unlike previous years, Overstreet isn’t

the only Hayfield gymnast experiencing
success.

“It’s been good for overall team confi-
dence,” Pennow said. “It gives the less-
experienced girls something to strive for.
It gives them all a little bit more confi-
dence and they’re really pushing each
other because they can see they have an
actual shot at doing really well at con-
ference as a team and it’s not just about
Molly this year.”

Overstreet finished second in the all-
around on Saturday with a total of 37.2,
one-tenth of a point behind Yorktown
freshman Julia Hays. Overstreet won the

bars competition with a score of 9.75,
and placed second on beam (9.3) and
third on floor (9.4) and vault (8.75).

“She’s not there yet but I feel like she’s
getting there, maybe even a little bit
quicker than last year,” Kristin Overstreet
said. “She’s got a little bit of a fire in
her.” Hayfield’s Jessica Combs finished
seventh in the all-around (34.15),
Raquel Pauly took ninth (33.05) and
Rachel Wake finished 11th (28). Combs
tied for second on beam (9.3) and fin-
ished sixth on vault (8.6).

Hayfield will compete in a meet at
Mount Vernon at 6:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Jan. 21. The Conference 6 meet is
scheduled for 6 p.m. on Feb. 5 at Wash-
ington-Lee.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9416. The deadline for submissions is the
Friday prior to publication. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

THURSDAYS/DEC. 3-FEB. 3
Grief Support Group. 10:30 a.m.-noon. Clifton

Presbyterian Church, 12748 Richards Lane,
Clifton. The Clifton Presbyterian Church is
offering to the church and community a Grief
Support Group for those who have experienced
a recent death and loss in their lives. This group
will offer a safe and supportive place for
participants to explore ways to walk the journey
of grief and to “wrestle” with difficult, and
sometimes unanswerable, questions. Dec. 3, 10,
17; Jan. 7, 12, 21, 28; Feb. 3.

office@cliftonpc.org. 703-830-3175.

THURSDAY/JAN. 14
How to Get the Best from Your Cable

Company. 7-8:30 p.m. Kings Park Library,
9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke. Having trouble
with your cable services? Learn how deal with
cable service problems like outages, blurry
screens and frustrating customer service. Learn
tips to save money, file complaints and make
your community safer from an expert. Adults.
703-978-5600.

What to Look for in a Facility. 3 p.m. Insight
Memory Care, 3953 Pender Drive, Suite 100,
Fairfax.learn what questions to ask, what to look
for on a visit, and how to make choosing a
residential facility easier. RSVP. 703-204-4664.
InsightMCC.org.

Bulletin Board
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Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@LNF.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

Catie, Steve & Associates
Direct: 703-278-9313
Cell: 703-362-2591
Life Members, NVAR Top Producers
Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

KIM MCCLARY
703-929-8425

kimm@lnf.com
Life Member NVAR Top Producers

DIANE SUNDT

703-615-4626
Military Relocation Specialist

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Associate Brokers

www.BillupsTeam.com
703-967-8700

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com

www.TheJordanTeam.com

John & Jennifer Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

Lake Ridge $259,900
Beautifully updated 3 bedroom townhome backing to a lush com-
mon area. Newer kitchen with granite countertops, stainless steel
appliances. Walk out basement with a large rec room & a rough
in for another bathroom. Plenty of parking. Many amenities.

Call Diane at 703-615-4626.

Lorton $739,500
Just Listed!

Run, don’t walk to this incredible 3 finished level colonial with
2-car garage on over 1/2 acre in an unbeatable location!! This
5/6 bedroom, 3.5 bath beauty has updates/upgrades galore:
expansive kitchen w/granite and stainless, fully finished walk-
out lower level, wonderful deck off the breakfast room, hard-

wood floors, vaulted ceilings &
cozy fireplace in family room,
privacy-fenced rear yard—the list
is endless!! This community
enjoys no HOA, as well!!
Incredible location—quick hop to
Ft. Belvoir, NGA, VRE, Wegmans,
area amenities, and more! This is
where you want to be!

Clifton – $899,000
Located in beautiful Rose Hall community, this
stunning home sited on 5 incredible acres boasts
terrific updates throughout.

Bull Run Mountain $339,900
2.07 acres. Well-built 3 bedroom/2.5 bath brick rambler*full walkout base-
ment*2 frpl*fresh paint/new appliances*large decks*2 large skylights*large
rec room and den/study/bedroom on lower level*area for garage/patio.

Buzz Jordan 703-850-4501

Hunters Ridge in Manassas
$560,000

Gorgeous home on over an acre * 3 finished
levels * 2-story entry foyer * Huge kitchen
w/island, Corian counters, desk * Sunroom
off family room w/double doors to deck
* Fireplace in family room * Lovely master
suite w/tray ceilings * Master bath features
soaking tub, separate  shower, double sinks
& enormous walk-in closet w/washer, dryer
area * Finished LL w/rec room, wet bar,
den, full bath & storage areas.

Call Judy at 703-917-7127
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Sheila Adams
703-503-1895
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Fairfax $539,900
Lovely Split-Level with huge Sun Room addition. Three
Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths. Finished Lower Level Rec Room
with brick fireplace. Located in a quiet Cul-De-Sac.

Call Sheila Adams, 703-503-1895

decorative molding, window-filled rooms and 3 fireplaces. The
professionally landscaped yard surrounds several outdoor liv-
ing areas and the pool, great for entertaining.

Clifton
$1,125,000

This fantas-
tic home is
situated on 5
acres near
historic
Clifton.
Custom
details
throughout
include hard-
wood floors,

Kathy O’Donnell
703-338-7696
Kathy.odonnell@LNF.com

Fairfax  $364,900
Count your blessings by find-
ing this 3 bedroom/2.5 bath
heavenly townhouse sited on
a quiet street. Features
include a brand new kitchen
with all new appliances, a
large rec room with bonus
room/den, a great-sized dining
room overlooking a gracious
living room w/picture window,
plus a knock your socks off
trex pa8o. New windows,
bathroms, and HVAC too! It’s
all been done. An absolute
MUST SEE!

Warrenton $510,000
Modern Luxuries paired with Historic Charming Vint
Hill Community.  Gorgeous 3,800+sf. Community
Amenities – Pools, Ball Parks, Movie Theater, Café,
Brewery, Winery, Marketplace, and Dog Park.

Burke – $440,000
Convenient location in Cardinal Estates community; this
bright, 3 BR home features an open floor plan, updated Kit,
FP, built-ins, and deck overlooking large fenced backyard!
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